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Dr. indré Appel at the ILWF:

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE NEW GENERAL SECRETARY

Dr, André- ﬁppe;, the French pastor who assumed duties as Genersl Secretary of
the Lutheran World Federation just before the turn of the year, is the first person
from a minority Church to occupy the federation's highest staff position. His pre-~
decessors were, successively, two Americans--Dr. S.C. Michelfelder and Dr. Carl E.
Lund-Quist, both now deceased--and a German, Dr. Kurt ;chmidt-Clausen, who last Qo= .
vember became a staff executive in his home Church of Hannover. Dr, Appel, in an
interview with the German Evangelical Press Service on beginning work at LWF head-
quarters in Gcneva, spoke about his home Church of Alsace and Lorraine, the ecumeni~
cal scene and world Lutheranism, and basic matters connected with his new office.
Following is the text of the interview, in which he emphasized the brotherly bonds
of common Christian witness and service:

Question:’ You have filled diverse positions in the Alsatian Church, the Protestant
Federation of France, world Lutheranism, and the ecumenicel movement. Which experien~
ces gained in your past work do you think will be the most important and useful cnes
for your new task? E ' '

fnsweri “in’ my’ previous positions I acquired, above all, an understanding and a love -
of parish work. International and interconfessionsl problems can be fully grasped
only when we tske the reality and the mission of the local Christian cormmunity as

(MORE )




Lutheran World Federation 2/66 page 2  1\

the starting point, Work among students and contacts with the younger generation
heve given me =an openness, even a curiosity, toward new questions end also a certain
freedonm fror inhibition or prejudice to take seriously fresh thoughts' and proposels.,
The years in the French Protestant Federation taught me that a Church or a fellow-
ship of Churches is composed of very different groups, opinions and trends, and
that the essence of a federstion demands a great deal of patience, sometimes even
stubborn patience, from us.

Question: In recent years you have participated not only in LWF committee work but
also in that of the World Council of Churches. What were your expectations when
you started these activities and how do you regard the fact that the Churches join
in common work on both the confessional and the interconfessional bases?

Answer: Coming from a minority Church, I know the dangers and temptations of iso-
letion, as well as the need for solidarity. A smell Church, if it is not to iso-
late itself, greatly needs freternsl relstionships and must always be ready to
share its experience with others. Add to this the importent fact that the present
trend is leading all Christendom into a minority situation, This factor has opened
the Church's eyes to find entirely new spiritual opportunities which may be of ut-
most importance for our Christian witness in the world. The problems we face, how-
ever, are so complex that they cannot be solved by individuel Churches. It is
therefore of decisive importance that Lutheran Churches engage in fraternal co-
operation based on & common confession of faith, and that they feel themselves
drawn inte mutual witness and service. Certainly it would again mean & narrowing
or isclation of Lutheran Churches if they were satisfied with this community as a
church family. Our present situastion mekes discussions and practical cooperetion
with other Churches imperstive. It is not by accident, therefore, that the LWF
headquarters in Geneva is in the same building as the World Council of Churches.
The present-day ecumenical dislogue can be fruitful only when the different Churches,
‘aware of their own confessional p051t10n, mutually and together witness to the uni~
ty ‘of the body of Jesus Christ.,’ To find en answer to numerous open confessional
arid ecumenicsl ‘questions is of decisive importance for the struggle for unity in
Christ's Church. Perhaps it will grow out of the earnestness and honesty of our
ecumenical partnership.

Question: Your home Church has & powerful neighbor, the Roman Catholic Church.
Have the results of the Vatican Council so far, and developments within France,
had eany concrete effect on the side~by~-side existence between the confessions in
practical church work in your country?

Answer: & lot is heard asbout the ecumenical openness of the Roman Catholic Church
in Frence. ' It is not yet to be seen cverywhere. However, France has been acquiring
for decades important ecumenical experiences which may further facilitate develop-
ment in an ecumenical Qplrlt now thet the council’ is over, The Catholic Church

now confronts us with the question whether we are prepared--with courage and'@iﬂn_
ciplined humility--to scrutinize our Churches anew according to principles of re-
form. What does reformetion meen, after the Second Vatlcan Council? This question
must be feced.- ’

{MORRE)
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Question: What do you think is your most important task in your new office in the
federation?

Answer: One of my most important tasks will be the preparation of the Fifth Assembly,
which is scheduled for 1969, Practically all departments and branches of the fede~
ration will participate in this task. After dealing with the question of justifi-
cation in Helsinki in 1963, we went to survey afresh the wide field in which the
missionary, disconal, theological and ecumenical service of the Church of today 1is

to take place, We plan to de this under the theme "Sent into the World"--maybe

with & new form of spproach but in any case with renewed effort. It will be especially
important for this theme that our member Churches end their individual congregations
really take part in preparatory discussicns so that we as a worldwide community are
able to make o real contribution in 1969 to an examinastion of relevant questions.

20/1 /66
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DEATH TAKES DR. SCHUH,
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCHMAN 23 December 1965

COLUMBUS (Chio), USA =~ Dr, Henry F. Schuh, honorary president of the American
Lutheran Church and a former member of the Lutheran World Federation Executive
Committee, died here at the age of 75 following a heart attack.

Dr. Schuh was president of the former American lutheran Church for the last ten
years of its separate existence, leading up to its participation in 1960 in the for=-
mation of & united Church with the same name. The new Church then named him its
honorary president. b

In international church circles, he was known &s a member of both the Executive
Committee and the Commission on World Service of the IWF from 1952 to 1963, as well
as of the Central Cormittee of the World Council of Churches from 1954 to 1961.

He also served for many years as a councillor of this country's National Lutheran
Council, and in 1960-62 was chairman of its Division of LWF Affairs!

Born on May 30, 1890, in the State of Washington, Henry Frederick Schuh was
pradusted from Capital University and its Theological Seminary here, and earned &
degree of mester of arts from the University of Toledo in the Ohio city of the sanme
n&\me. P

Before bLeccr-ing &€ pastor, he taught at Luther College in St. Paul (Minnesotsa)
and et Capital University. After his ordination in 1915, he served congregational
pastorates at fghland and Toledo, both in Ohio. In 1931 he began 19 years of service
as director of stewardship and finance of the old ALC.

He so distinguished himself in that position that in 1950 the Church elected
him its president. While in that office, he served also as cheirman of the ALC's
Committee on Unity and Fellowship and leader of its delegesticn on the Joint Union
Committee that prepared the way for the four-way unicn of 1960,

Dr. Schuh received honorary doctorates from several fmericen higher institutions,
including Cepital University and Certhage College in Carthege (Illinois). He was a
delegate of his Church at all four IWF assemblies: Lund (1947), Hannover (1952),
Minneapolis (1957) and Helsinki (1963).

L

LUTHERAN BISHOP SIGNS PLEDGE
TO RESTORE LAW IN RHODESIA: 23 December 1965

SALISBURY, Rhodesia -- Lutheran Bishop Sigfrid Strandvik has subscribed a joint
Christian statement rejecting the "unlawful" regime of Ian Smith and supporting efforts
"Por the rapid restoration of a constitutional government in our lend."

The document signed by the Swedish missionary leader, who heads the 20,000-member
Evangelicel Lutheran Church in Fhodesia, was sponsored by this country's naticnal
Christian Council.

(MORE)
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In it, leaders of the Rhodesian Churches reaffirmed their loyalty to British
Queen Elizabeth II "within the Constitution . . . accepted by the lawful Parliament
of Rhodesia (in) 1961."

They declared that they considered "the proclamation of a new Constitution of
Rhodesia by & group of ministers, without the assent of the Parliament or Crown,
to be an unlawful act, and any further enactments of Parliesment to be unlawful
unless confirmed by the lawful Governor."

The churchmen expressed regret over "the great blow delivered by this act (of
proclamation) to the concept of constitutionsl law brought to Africa by a Western
civilisation nurtured in Christianity," and they reaffirmed loyalty to the Governor
of Rhodesia, Sir Humphrey Gibbs.

They asserted that all who consider the Smith government's unilaterel declara-
tion of independence--"as we do"--to be "not only unconstitutional but wrong . .
by every traditional standard of Christian judgment on the legitimete right of revo-
lution ageinst constitutional authority" were duty-bound to "meke their allegiance

to the Covernor clear by letter or other action."

The council statement urged "men in Rhodesia and beyond its borders to abstain
from violence end bloodshed," and "our own pecple to pursue their daily duty peace=

fully end share fully whatever privetions and difficulties may come to ug,."

4 9

SWEDEN PLANS TWO STAMPS
TO MARK SBDERBLOM CENTENARY - 23 December 1965

STOCKHOIM -- Two postage stamps will be brought out on Jan. 15 by the post
office of Sweden to mark the birth centenary of Dr. Nathan Soderblom, its late
Archbishop who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1930.

A piocneer leader in the modern ecumenical movement, the Tutheran primate was

often called the "Apostle of Christian Unity." He was host and convener of the
Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work here in 1925,

The commemoratives will consist of a 60-5re brown stamp and an 80-re green
one. Like an adhesive appearing in West Germany on +the same date, they will show
a portrait of the Archhbishop.

As Archbishop of Uppsala, Dr. Stderplom was head of the Church of Sweden from
1914 to 1951. He contributed leadership not only to the atockholm conference of
1925, but also to the World Conference on Faith and Order 4t Lausanne, Switzerland,
T 92

These two conferences were early mllestones in the history of the ecumenical
movement as Life and Work and Faith and Order later merged to form the World Council
of -Churches at Amsterdam in 1943.

Archbishop Stderblom was also one of the Lutheran leaders who helped to
establish the old Lutheran World Convention, forerunner to the present Lutheran

World Federation, at Eisenach, Germany 1n 19235.

T
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PASTCRS SHARE IN HUNGARY'S - i F

"TWO-WAY TOURIST TRAFFIC" ' © 23 Decemper 1965
BUDAPEST. -~ More than one-fifth of the paStOIS of the Hungarian Evangelical

(Lutheran) Church traveled abroad during 1965, Zishop Zol &n Kaldy of the uOUbh

District reported here,

In an article in the Lutheran pastors' monthly LelkipZsztor, he said the
] ¥

ir travel
was part of a "two-way tourist traffic" between Hungary and other countries whose

volume showed a trémendous upswing in the past yeoar.

He cited statistics showing that in the first eighl months of 1965, about 155
million foreigners visited Hungary, while approximately 1.3 million Hungariars
traveled cutside their own country.

Noting tqab uthOh travelers also have made visits in both girections, Bishop
Kaldy commerited thet such - i ;its and participation in international neciings generally
"have strengthened the awareness of solidarity . . . helped in a mutual buildiﬁg un
of faith, and glven glimpses into the life of other Churches."

However, he criticized some Westernm eccloslastical visitors for coming with an
attitude of superiority =znd an assumed rolc of lecturers and unbidden advisers ag to
the true nature of the Chureh and the best patteras of Christian 1ife and work.

S
JOINT FRENCH-GERMAN FASTORS
CONFERENCE PLANNED FCR ;960 24 December 1965

STRASBOURG France -- A proposal to hold a joint German-French bheological
conference for Lutherszn pastors in 1066 was approved here in Decerber by the executive
committee of the National Alliance of French Lutheran Churches (ANELF).

The committee, which serves as the French National Committee for the Lutheran
World Federation, took action in response to & suggestion made by its CGerman counter-
part. The conference is to bring together about 100 pastors nex:t autumn to discuss
2 theologlcal topic that has not yvet been chosen,

(=
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Riographical Data - December 1965

APPEL, Dr, André - General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federstion

The Rev. André Appel, D.D., has been LWF general secretary since December 1, 1965.
He  is & minister of the Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alssce and Lorraine
(France), and befors teking the Geneve position he served for 1k months as pastor
of its Temple Neuf parish in Strashourg. FPrior to that, he was for eight years the
general secretary of the Protestant Federation of France.

Born in a pastor's home in Strasbourg on Dec, 20, 1921, André Appel earned his
bachelor's degree at Saverne in 1939, and in 1946 he gradusted from the Protestant
theological faculty of the University of Strasbourg. He teaught and took additional
studies at St. Olaf College in Northfield (Minnesota), USA, in 1946-48, and was or-
dained by the Church of Alsace and Lorryaine in 1940, He then became pastor of the
Wissembourg (Alsmce) parish, serving there for five years. In 1955 he moved to
Paris, where he was a student pastor at the Cité Universitaire till 1957 and then
held the Protestant Federation post up to September 1964, Tn 1957 he was awarded
an honorery doctorate of divinity by Lafayette College in Baston (Pennsylvenia),
USA, While at St. 0laf, he met Miss Marjorie Pedergen, whose father was for many
years the director of the Worwegian Lutheven Hospital in Brooklyn (New York). They
were merried in 1950, and now have four children: Christine-Elisebeth (born 1951},
Marc-~André (1952), Jean-Pierre (1954), and Philippe~Bernard (1960).

During his period of service with the French Protestsnt Federastion, Dr., Appel was
responsible for orcanizing two national Protestent Assemblies: at Montb&liard in
1960 and at Aix-en-Provence in 1963. He has participated in numerous international
Christian meetings, among them the Hannover (1952) and Minneapolis (1957) Assemblies
of the Lutheran World Federation, the 1957 Faith and Order Conference at Oberlin
(Ohio), USL, the first, third and fourth annusl meetings of the Conference of Euro-
pean Churches at Nyborg, Denmerk, the New Delhi Assembly of the World Couneil of
Churches in 1961, and the Mexico City meeting of the WCC Commission on World Mission
and Evangelism in 1963. He was o member of the LWF's Committee on Student Work
until it was dissolved at the time of the Helsinki Assembly in 19633 and the follo-
wing year the INF Executive Committee named him cheirman of a newly established
Continustion Committee on Student Work. In June 1965 the Executive Committee,
meeting at Arusha, Tanzanis, elected him to the post of LWF general secretery,
succeeding Dr. Kurt Schmidt~Clausen, who had resigned to sgsure & position in his
home Church in Germany. The general secrctary’s term of office is till the end of
the federation's 1969 Asscmbly.

L

Pictures of Dr. Appel are available from the LWF Information Bureau.
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LWF COMMISSION STUDIES
"FORGIVENESS, AID TO LIVING" R e % i 13 September 1965"_m

SICTUNA, Sweden -- A Lutheran World Federation commission, meeting here on
Sept. 6-10, completed the first stage of = pro;ected six=year study on how for—
giveness contributes meaning and fullness to o man's life. 7S

It wes the second meeting of the federation's new Commission on Worship and
%plrltual Life, which was sot up followlng the LWF Hel inki Assembly in 1963, -

Presented and discussed here were four naln lectures on different: aspects of
the commission's chosen current thewe, "Forrlvanqs as ﬂld to L1v1nr " Bpeakers
and their toplcs were: - : B - 5 :

Dr. 8verre Aalen, professor of New Testament theclofy at the Free Faculty of
Theology in Oslo, sin and forpiveness in the primitive Churehi Dr. Winfried Rorarius,
doctor of neurclogy and psychiatry st the Bethel Evangelical 1nct1tutlong near Biele-
feld Germany, "Gullt ﬁnd zorglvenooﬂ 8 Seen bi the Doctor,

,_ b

MORE)
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Also, Dr. Per Olof SjBeren, o parish pastor in Gothenburg, Sweden, and Dr. Alvin
N. Rogness, president of Luther Thecologicel Seminery in St. Paul (Minnesota), USA,
"Pogsibilities and Forms of Acknowledgerent of Sin and of Forgiveness in the Lutheran
Churches"-~the forrier with respect to Scandinavia and the latter, America,

Discussion of the study there here led to the formulation of several gquestions
which were described as needing further examinstion. They were:

(1) "Is it right that confession--either in private or in a guneral congregptlonal
form-~is considered a prerequisite for receiving Holy Communion? o

- A2) "Is it:satisfactory when a worship service starts with a corfession of!l sins
rather than with praise to God?"

(3) "Is it right to subject the declaration of absolution (given by the minister
following a confession of sins) to certain conditions" such as the sincerity of the
confession and degire for forgiveness?

The belief was expressed also that the prescribed liturpgical texts for the con-
fession of sins and declarastion of forgiveness were in need of exemination with a view
to their possible revision for theological and psychologicel reasons.

The commission'also beran & study of the indirenizetion’ of worship, particularly
in the Churches of Asia, Africa and Latin America. In this connection, & peper was
presented by Dr. Andar Luwbartobing, lecturer in dormatics at the theological faculty
of Wormensen University in Pemstang Siantar (Sumatra), Indonesia,

Taking part in the meeting here were all six members of the commission, whose
cheirmen is Dr. Jén Michalko, dean of the Slovak Evangelical Theological Faculty in
Bratislava, Czechoslovakie.

. Other members, besides Dr. Rogness and Dr. Lumbantcbingi are Dr. Karl Ferdinand
Miiller, cormmission vice-chairman and director of the Lutheran School of Church Music
in Hannover, Geérmanyy. Bishop Sigurdbjdrn Hinarsson:of Reykjavik, head. of the National
(Lutheran) Church of Icelend, snd Dr. Helpre:Bratteird, cathedral dean of. Linkdping,
Sweden, ; : : s s 1 3 b tara g L it

‘Klso participating weresthe LWF general secretery, Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen; the
secretary of the Department bf Theologicel Cooperation of the Natiocnal Lutheran =
Council of the UuA, Dr. Virgil Weqtlund, and seven invited conaultantq and observers
from uweden. o : M 4 : X 4

The Swedish non-rerber participants, in addition to Dr.: 8jdgren, were the Rev.
Ake Kastlund of Stockholm, director of the federation's Swedish National Committee;
Dr. Ake Andren,’ professcr of théclogy at the University of Uppgala, Dr.-Olef hartrann,
director ofitheé § .Lg‘tutna T‘oundetlon whcro the r*eetlnp‘ was held -

Also, Dr. Ragnpr Holte, dO”matJC“ leeturer at the Unlver sity of. Uppsalay Dr.
Bertil Werkstr®r, assistant pastor and héspital cheplain at Sundsvallj and Dr. Sig-
frid Estborn, retired Church of Sweden missionary who served in India for 35 years.

)
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LUTHERAN CONSULTATION PLANNED
Ol INDIGENIZATION OF WORSHIP 13 September 1965

SIGTUNA, Sweden -~ Plans were laid here for an international consultation to be
organized by a Lutheran World Federstion commission on the indigenization of Christian
worship.,

The LWF Commission on Worship and Spiritusl Life, at a five-day meeting which
closed on Sept. 10, decided to seek aporoval and support for such a consultation
after receiving oral and written reports that stressed the necessity of indigeni-
zation efforts, particularly in Asia, Africa snd Latin America.

The commission's Indonesian member, Dr, Andar Lurbantobing, declared that Christen-
dom's praise and thanks to God should be expressed "not merely in Western forms of
expression, but in the diversity of tongues and the multiplicity of the arts which
characterize the worldwide Church."

A sub-committee report acted upon here cited & series of reasons for holding such
a consultation--emong them the following:

~~The worship service is the place where God and man meet, and their encounter
. + . . £ 1"
"must not be obstructed or confused by cultursl,linguistic or other negative factors,

~=At & time when "non-Christisn religions and the spheres of culture which they
influence seem to be awskening to & new consciousness of their role," the Church
must act to counter "the suspicion that it is sclely or meinly an exponent of Western
culturel tradition."

--In the face of the growing strength of secularism, atheism and religious in-
difference, there is an urgzent need to seck forms of expression for worship life that
will make Christian preachinz and theology "mearingful and relevant for modern man"
on 2ll the continents,

Specificelly, the sub-cormittee proposed that the consultation should not itself
undertake to cerry out the indigenization of worship, but rather define basic prin-
ciples whieh IWF member Churches ournt to follow in their own endeavors along this
line,

The commigsion plans to bring torsether a group of experts on the subject,
primarily from the areas of the younger Churches, to consider the theological grounds
and practical possibilities for indipenization in such matters as church architecture,
the liturgy, preaching and church music,

Present proposals call for the holding of the consultation in 1968 in South
Indie.

Mong with the written presentation of Dr. Lumbantobing, who is lecturer in dog-
matics at the theologicel faculty of Nommensen University in Pemetang Siantar,
Sumatra, the commissicn received an oral one by Dr. Sigfrid Estborn, retired Swedish
missionary who was for many years a theological tescher in India snd more recently
in Tenzania, as well as 40 pages of documentation on the question of indigenization.,

D



nformation

. LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION NEWS SERVICE - LUTHERISCHER WELTBUND PRESSEDIENST

Route de Ferney 150

1211 Geneva 20 - Switzerland
Telephone (022) 33 34 00 x
Telegrams LUTHERWORLD GENEVA

Senior Editor
William ‘A. Dudde

Release lNo. 27/65 Issued about 45 times a year

T ¢

CONTENTS

LWF President Pays Visit to R.C. Archbishop in Peru eeeessssssss
"Confessional Era is Over," Cerman Theologian Declares scessecess
Help Students plnd Pelltlcal Solutions, Church is Urged svewsees
‘Lutherans of Latin America Move to Organize Council .eeevesesses
"Integration in Christ" Seen as Latin fAmerice's Need cevesncecses
Says. Theolog;cql Educetion Must be Reorganized svseesssncesssras
Explains Luthéran Church's Rcle in Latin America Ak e by
‘Lima Delegates Urge Churches to "Emerge From Isolation” ceevsess
Latin American Specialists Support Inter~Luthersn Ties sesesesss
Visltlng Churchmen Attend Children's Home Opening sesssessesesss 1
BEE Latln Imerican Lands Penresented at Lime MEehing sesesisossns 10

OO 0OV T B W

LWF PRESIDENT PAYS VISIT
TO R.C. ARCHBISHOP IN PERU | - . 21 July 1965

‘LIMA, Peru -- Pledges of intercessory prayer were exchanged here on July 12 by
the president of the Lutheran World Federation and Juan Cardinal Lendazuri Ricketts,
Roman Catholic Archbis-op of Lime.

Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis, president of tﬁe_ﬂmeriean Lutheran Church,
and the cardinal met for about half an hour at the latter's palace in downtown Lims
shortly after the IWF head officially opeped the fourth Latin fAmerican ILutheran Con-
ference, ' '

M"de were received in a most gracious manner," Dr. Schiotz said later, "and as we
conversed with one another we could sense and feel the warmth of his heart toward us,"

(MORE)
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Dr. Schiotz was accompanied on the visit by Dr. Jonds Villaverde of Buenos
Aires, president of the United Evangelical Iutheran Church of Argentina; the Rev.
Guido Tornquist, director of the INF Cormission on Latin America, and Federico G.
Moll, & prominent Lutheran laymen of Lima. At the opening session of the internaticnal
Lutheran conference, Dr., Villeverde wus elected presiding officer. '

Telling reporters of the visit with Cardinal Landazuri Ricketts, Dr. Schiotz
said that as the talks concluded "His Eminence told me, 'I will pray for your work.'"

"I responded that it would be our privilege to reciprccate in prayer," the LWF
leader added.

He said the conversation concerned planned talks between the LWF and the Roman
Catholic Church, the Lutheran-Catholic theological dialogue now underway in the U.S.,
and the Second Vatican Council.,

Dr. Schiotz said he offered tc send the cardinal a copy of the new book,
"Dielogue on the Way," an evaluation of the first three sessions of Vaticen II by

Lutheran delegate observers, and that the prelate "said he would be*ﬁerywﬁleased
to receive it."

At the opening. session'of the LuthefapiGOnferéncé;'Cardinal Lenddzuri was
officially represented by Prof. Gerardo Alarco of the Catholic University here.

-

Addressing. the getherlng of some ‘100 pastors and laymen from 13 Latin countries
and overseas visitors. frem-the U.S., Germany, Sweden and Norway; the Catholic

visitor declared that "the disciples of Chr*s+ have entered 8 new stage of our mutual
relPthnShlpS.- - 1 .

"They are no- 1onger relationships of” rlvalry which see in the communlty or in
the church acress.the street s rival or perhaps an enemy institution," he“said.

"We have all found a new road which certainly follows more faithfully the will
of the Lord for all of us," the professor continued. "Not that all cur grave
differences have disappeared.

1"Weé all know that there are, for cxample, very different concepfibns of 'the
nature of the Church. But the Lord of the Church is showing us the way we must
fOllOW._ . Ryt § ‘o i ] SR L gl

"We hope thet if we follow it faithfully, the Lord will some day rep&ir the

breach that has been pro duced among His dis 01ples and will lead us tc the unity which
-~ He has in store for us." R G o

-Other . ecumenieal visitors in attendance at tHe first session included Brigadier
Edmund Allemand of the Salvation Army, president of the National Evangelical "Council
of Peru, and the Rev, Emilic Castro, general Secretary of the onv151on&l Commlttee
for Latin American Evangellcal Unity. : = E

In hlS address to the ccnference, Dr, Schiotz stressed that "as a fellcwship
of believers we are concerned that we shall be responsive to the Holy Spirit given

to the Church on the day of Pentecost."

(MORE )
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"We believe this responsiveness is most freely exercised when we keep our eyes
focused on the Gospel and this gloricus Gospel is piven to men thst they may be re-
leased to QQTGQdWs_blldlng in whut&ver,zlggt each man moy £ind himself,' he. said.

Lr. bch:cta vclced the hopn that the conference would "provide insiphts through
‘whlch you mey he]p one snother to invest the Lutheran presence in ILatin America to
the glory of God, the blegsing of;yaur neighbor and the éxaltation of rightecusness
in the af falrs of ycur naticns.'' : | PHE:
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"CONFESSIONAL ERA IS OVER," peed Ed y
GERMAN fm:;E_oLoszw DECLARES b gt ; ' P dogk "ul:.f 1955 """ '

LIMA Feru e A member of the Lutheran WQITH Federstion's Commission on Theology
told the Latin Americen Lutheran Conforcncg here on July i3 thet "the era af con-
f£331cnal¢qﬂ h s come .to an end,”

"Confessional execlusiveness" has become cutmoded "in this modern wurld in which
we all live topether as good neighbors,” Dr. Wolfgang -Trithaas, professor 6f
systematic theclogy at the German University of GO ttlﬂgea, declared,

In ¢ major address Lo the conference on "The ﬂcumeniﬁ 5 RPSﬁOnalblllﬁy of the
Reformation,” he said such exclusiveness in the present day would ﬂmﬁunt to "either
a proﬁuct_of the imagination or & Sclf—condﬂmnatzcn to being g sect.”

. For Lutheran¢am, sceording to Professor Trillhass, this development should
constitute a swmons to remewber the original breadth of the: Keformation w1tness.
"The days. of closed doors are sver," he said.

He added, however, that st the game time the heirs of the Reformstion must re~
affirm: "We can give up nothing of what has been entrusted vo us through knowled
of the Gospel."

The German thealogtan enurerated four dectrinal emphases of the L@theran Rew-
formation that "we have an inescapable tesk to keep alive today:”

(1) Proper differentiation between law and gospel.
A{2) R eccgnltion that God rules o kingdom of both lew and love,

(3) Unity in the preaching of the paspnl and the right administretion of thP
secraments as the essential way to organic church union.

(&) Th&.ééftainty of juétification golely bty faith, without the works of the law,

il
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HELP STUDENTS FIND POLITICAL

: SOLUTIONﬁ, CHURCH'IS URGED:. ki 11 Ba ORI : ' 21 July 1965

LIMA, Peru -- The fourth Letin American Lutheran Conference was told here that
Chrlstlan work among university students "should help them to form criteria for
responsible participation” in the polltlcal act1v1ty of their respective countrles.

Political action is "one form of Christian testlmony and serwvice," said a
report tc the conference from Lutheran campus workers' in Latin Americay but, it ¢
added, "this does not mean thet an organization of the Christian Church should be
confuscd with a political party."

The report urged participation by the Evanpgelical student in stich political
activities "which in conformity with his faith, will lead to the real solution of

gocigl problems, such as poverty, hunger, illiteracy, and dehumanlzlng factors in
general," = - {

"Politics occupies a preponderant place in the llfe of the Latin American peoples,
facing imminent radlcal changes," it said.

"The university students are more.conscious of thls Latln American political
end ideological confliet and participate in leftist or rightist, extreme or moderate
movements, adopting activist or indifferent positions., The Church that is concerned
with utudents cannot 1gnore this fact.“ : A

Stress;ng that the Lutheran Church "has a pastoral responSﬁblllty for all its
university members," the report said "it is necessary that the Gospel be proclalmed
in rélation to the academic situation, that students be offered commmion in their
envirenment and that they be prepared for-a responsible presence of service and w1t—
ness both in the university world and later in the society where they work,"

The report resulted from & two-day consultation here at which student workers
from Mexico, Colombis, Venezuela, Bcuador, Chile, Argentina and Brazil met for the
first time as a group to discuss the common problems of campus work in Latin America.

In one of its recommendations, the consultetion advocated special training
courses for those who work with university qtudgnts, adding to.their preparation
not only in theology and pedagogy but also in sociology.

To break through the isolation which consultation participents said often
surrounds Evangelical congregations, they urged & greater diversification in the
forms, time and place of public worship.

They also suggested that worship services should be so ordered as to be under-
standable and appeallng to young people and cnﬁble them to express their spontaneity

.- 'and enthusiasm

The conference received the report on July 14 "with gratitude as a true reflection
of the student workers' way of thinking" and commended it to local congregations for
study and discussion.

About & dozen Lutheran pastors and laymen are engaged in full-time student work,
end meny in part-time work, in Latin America. They serve an estimated 2 »000 Lutheran

students in the various countries but alsc extend their ministry to many other students,

0=
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LUTHERANS OF. LATIN AMERICA : Rt S e s ' ;
MOVE TO OHGANIZE COUNCIL 13l A 7 ' R © 21 July 1965

;LfLIEAQ_Pefﬁlelemtheran.ehurch leaders of Latin America took a sigaificant
preparatory step here toward the formation of a permenent continentwide cooperative
agency,

Delééateé t6 the fourth Latin American Lutheren Conference on July 15 eleétéd
8 seven-man prov1q1onal coordineting committee whose task will be to pave the way for
s Latin American Lutheran council to be constituted in 1966,

The Rev, Guido Tocrnquist, director of the Lutheran World Federation's Commission
on Latin America, hailed the move as & "decisive step toward closer coordination"
among the 44 Lutheran church bodies and groups that are found 1n 21 L&tlﬁ American
countries., :

" heting executive secretary of the prov1slonal comm;ttec is the Rev. ‘Robert F.
Gus 31ck. who serves a Mexico City congregatlan of the Caribbean MlSSlon District
of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod.

Other committce members include the Rev. Alfreds Gulolo of Caracas, pre51dent
of the -Lutheran Council of Venezuela; Proth FLderlcn Hoppe of Buenos Aires, presi-
dent of the Le Plata German Evangelical Synod Prof. Gustavo D. Rodrlguez of Bogota,
executive secretary of the Colombian Bible Scelety and & member of the IWF Commission
on Latin America; -

“Also, Dry Arnalde J. Sehmidt of Porto Alegre, president of the Evangelical
Lutheren Church of Brazil, a Missouri Synod affiliate; the Rev. Rodolfo J. Schneider,
alsc of Porto Alegre, vice-president of the Rio Grande Synod of the IWF-affiliated

'Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Braall, and the Rev. Federico Tute of
Santiago, président of the Fvangellcal Lutheran Church in Chlle.

D
"INTEGRATION IN CHRIST" SEEN , Lo = Gl eI de 3
A8 LATIN. AMERIGAIB-NEED.r ol w0 ooblexageny Jeeisiiiuss © 21 July 1965
LIMA, Peru -~ Lutheran churches in Latin Amcrica have such varied characteristics

that the idea of "integration of church and mission" as usually defined would be in-
adequate tc cover their situation, delegntes to the Latin American Lutheran Conference
heard here. .

What they need is "integration in Christ" in a wider sense of the term, de-
clared Prof., Rodolfo Obermiiller of Buenos Aires, a German theologian end ecumenical
churchman who has carried on & pastoral and teaching ministry in Scuth America for
the past 32 years. ' L5k - i

The situation demands "an active and complete intervention of Christ in every
phase and moment of the-life ¢f the latin American individual," said Dr. Obermiiller,
who ig & professor at the Lutheran and union theologieal Taculties of Argentlna and
o Central Committee member of the World Council of Churches,

(MORE) .
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Efforts toward integration of the Church in Latin America, he explained, must
take into account such diverse elements as these: receiving and giving Churches,
Churches with different concepts of mission work, Churches that address themselves
to the whole population and those that address themselves to a restricted sector of

it, Lﬁﬁhéfaﬁ“Cﬁgﬁghes;fungpidqiqg alongside non-Lutheran: ones. : R

In the multiplicity of church life in this ares of the world, Professor Ober-
miller argued, there can be no organizational 'cormmon dencminator" but the aim of
| integiatiénfeffortq'sﬁould be arriyal et e common Christian teaching.

whis

| © SAYS THEOLOGICAL-EDUCATION - A
. MUST:BE REORGANIZED = . : -' i 21 July 1965

LIMA, Peru =- A call was sounded st an international conference of Lutheran
theological teachers here for "a strong and productive partnership" across con-
fessional lines in theological education and preparation for the ministry,

Dr. E. Theodore Bachmenn of New York, executive secretary of the Board of
Theological Education of the Lutheran Church in Americea, coupled his plea for co-
operative and united effort with the assertion that theolopgical education "is in the

. midst of & profound,. far reaching, even criticel transition."

Dr. Bachmann addressed professors from the five Iutheran seminharies in Brazil,
Argentina and Mexico at a meeting held prior to the fourth Latin American Iutheran
Conference here, LA S = ; : LS '

ﬁsserting-that Lutherans share with other Christians "not’ only ‘the éﬁarénes#'bf
a ministry confronted by many different situations but also the uncertainty of what
kind of ministry is.needed and where," he said:" ' - S g =

"Ministers themselves have been revealing increasing uncertainty about their
calling and their actual work. Many are disturbed by their apparent loss of status
in the community, by their activist role as 'pastorsl director,' by their basic
loneliness, and by their insufficient preparation for the practical demands of their

ministry."

Améng'the qﬁestions réisedﬁby the U.S. Lutherahhleader,were:'

(1) How does the curriculum of theclogical faculties prepare men for the
ministry as priest, preacher, teacher, pastor, administrator and organizer?

i 2 wﬁ@p, for example, unifies the cufriculum?

(3) How is the student helped in translating his academic learning into
ministerisl service?

. These éré’ﬁq@?tionsgiaqcording_to Dr. Bachmann, that are being asked in all parts
of the world with & great sense of urgency, And, he added, "we can help each other

by ‘carrying this discussion forward."

(MORE)
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He reported that an ever-increasing number of studies and uurveys underscore the
need of basic reconsideration of the character of theological education end for con-
tinuing education of pastors.

If the Church is to fulfil effectively its task of preaching the Gospel amid
the changing spiritual and”social patterns of Africa, Asia and Latin America,
sweeping revisions in ministerial education are necessary, in Dr. Bachmamn's judg-
ment. ;

Among the present-day radical changes to which the Church must respond, he said,
is the urbanization of society., He noted that as the world population is multiplied
by two and a helf in the next 35 years, the populatlon of the big cities will be
quadrupled

He said there must be a transition in ‘theological education “from the rogtiﬁé;
to the revolutionary, so that the ensuing change will be evolutionary."

"The cost of this transition involves'not_simply.money but-changes in thought,
ways of cooperation, modes of personal discipline, availability of resourcesy ex- .
pansion of teaching personnel, and the llke,” he added.

Dr. Bachmenn asscrted that "our legacy in theological education is on trial,
the surveys of theolopgical education in all parts of the world are telling us of its
tragic underdevelopment, and the secular ecumene is challenging us." o

He interpetad the "secular ecumene" as the "inhabited world" of the Greeks ex-
panded ‘to global coverage and outer space, "a composite of all the secularisms o
processos of secularization that have been building up in modern times" and whicn ;
"hes emerged out of the often contrary but powerfully creative forces unleashed by
man's ingenuity." :

"Its common languasge is suggested by the symbols of mathematics,” he said.
"Its mind is that of science and its achievement is techmology. Amid the population
explosion and the urbanization of the world the silent explosion of scientific
knowledge and thé noisy revolutions of technology move cumulatively forward."

Dr. Bachmenn voiced the belief that "the devotees of ecumenism could help their
own cauue, and thst o {'heologlca1 education, by speaking about the emerging secular
ecumene.," ' :

"This secular ecumene is actually the context in which the ecumenical movement
of the Churches must' keep moving--or be slowed down to a full stop," he said.
' Out of the weakness and underdevelopment evident in theological educgtioﬁ;_he
observed, "a transition is in process that is born of the strength of the ecumenical
movement,'

"ind it is precisely in the missicnary purpose of the Church that its true _J
unity in Jesus Christ is being recovered alsc in the preparaticn of ministers," he
said.

2hi®
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EXPLAINS LUTHERAN CHURCH'S

ROLE T Lty gt e R e 21 July 1965

LIMA, Peru ~- Is the presence of the Luthersn Church Justified in Latin America,
which is a traditional stronghold of Roman Catholicism? 4n affirmative answer was
given to that question at the fourth Latin American Lutheran Conference here on
July 13 by a veteran Argentine churchman.

"A simple glance around us shows that . . . two~thirds of the population has
no religion at all," asserted.Dr. Jonas Villaverde of Buenos Aires, president of the
United Evangelical Iutheren Church in Argentina. '

Furthefmoré, he pointed out, the Lutheran Church must minister to the "thousands
of Lutherans" who have immigrated to Latin America. Such members of European ethnic
groups constitute: three-fourths of the nearly one million Lutherans who are affiliated

with L4 church bodies in 21 countries, according to Dr. Villaverde.

. He noted that in this century Lutheran migsionaries, principally from the United
States,. have established preaching centers, ‘congregations, church bodies, and theo-
logical and general educational institutions in the language of the country in which
they are located, '

'“These have achieved prestige before govermmental authorities and society in
general,"he said, adding that since the second world war "Lutheranism in our countries
has flourished in & menner unimagineble a few years ago."

Warning the 100 conference delegates and visitors that "we must not believe
Latin fmerican Lutheranism is organically unified,” Dr. Villaverde expressed hope
thaet the conference here would result in "identity of ‘purpose and a common strategy
for the future."

: w0

'LIMA DELEGATES URGE CHURCHES

TO "EMERGE FROM ISOLATION" g S Tre 21 July 1965

LIMA, Peru -~ The fourth Latin American Lutheran Conference here called upon

.ﬁhé:E;OOO Luﬁh@rap congregations of Mexico, Central and South America to "emerge from

isolation" and enter into dialopue with other Christian churches and the sdeiety:that
surrounds them,

In a message issued at the close of their five-day meeting, the 100 confecrence
participents asked the churches to seek an encounter with their "brothers in Christ"
in the conviction thet "we arc to share the propositions of the Reformetion with all
Christians," : : :

At the same time, stressing that "Latin America finds itself in a period of con-
stant turbulence," the conference urged Lutheran groups to exercise actively their

responsibility in solving the problems of present-day sociecty.

It said that "the Church cannot ignore or deny the questions and problems faced
by this continent" and summoned the congregations to be "a Church sent inte the worla
to proclaim God's love in Christ Jesus to all sectors of human life,

il
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LATIN AMERICAN “SPECIALISTS ¥ Rt G e : S0 Mo Lapcis
SUPPORT INTER-LUTHERAN TIES o & & ' 21 July 1965

LIMA, Peru -~ Proposals for closer inter-relations among the Lutheran groups
of Latin Ameriéa in the areas of theological education and rellglous literature were
recommended by speclallsts in those areas vho met here.

Participants in the two meetlnga—u a literature consultetion and a theological
professors' study conference~-reported their proposals to the general Latin American
Lutheran-Conference which immediately followed.

The teachers from Lutheran theclogical faculties-~representing five institutions
located in Argentina, Brazil and Mexico--advocated more exchange visits between
staff members and student bodies of neighboring institutions, as well as the con=
vening of a second study conference within three years, o
At the conference, they would follow up this year's discussion of "The Church"
with a’consideration of "The Universal Ministry and Priesthood."

The llterature spec1allsts, for their part, called for the creation of a
continentwide Lutheran committee "that can spesk for the [Latin Amerlcan) Churches and
deal on their behalf with those other Churches, committees and agencies that can co-
operate 1n meeting the needs of literature for Lutheran work in Latln Amerlca." -

The llterature consultatlon reported. that the implementation of present and past
inter-Lutheran decisions in this sphere required "some kind of coordinsting machinery
emong the Churches 1n.Latln Americe,"

It &avocated "the formatlon of some representative agency" to "serve as a link
between the (Latin American) Churches and Publicaciones El Escudo, the Lutheran World
Federation and other interested agencies" and to "set up a llterature program.and put
it into motion as soon as possible." '

Publidééiéﬁéé El Escudo is the publishing instrument used by the three major
Lutheran Churches of North America for common Spanish literature undertekings,

Other réébmméndétions concerning the proposed continental committee called'fg?gf
(1) Appointment of an executive secretery for the carrying out of its work ;

(2) Incorporation of the committee in the proposed Latin American Lutheran council
if the latter is constituted; :

(3) Asgignment to it of the tasks to edit a catalogue of Spanlsh Lutheran publl-
cations and a quarterly literature bulletin for "pastors, workers and key persons in
the parishes,)"and the cultivation of ulstrlbutlon channels.

In a convergence of interests, the seminary professors expresged their urgcnt"ﬁ
desire “that the labor of producing and distributing theological literature in Latin
America might be intensified."

Théy alsosaid they would like to "contribute to the studies of the Instltute__
for Eecumenicsl Research in Strasbourg (France)" in order that the work at that re-
cently established Lutheran center may take into account the "Latin American perspgctlve.'

(MORE) ~ ~
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The theological teachers reported that "we arrived at unforeseen. _pesitive )

results" during their four-day meeting. "We have more in common than we had suspected,"
they said,

Participating were staff members of the' Fu@eburg Center of Theologlcal Studies
1in Mexico City, the Evan@elluul Faculty of Theology in Sac Leopoldo Brazil, Con=-
cordia Seminaries in PortJAleere, Brazil, and Villa Ballester, ﬂrgentzna and the
Lutheran Theologlcal Faculty in Jose C. Paz, Argentlna. _

; The two Concordia Seminariés are institutions of the Lutheren Church--Mlssourl
Synod, which alsc tekes part in the Mexico City theuloglcal school.

e b { Earpd . =)=

VISITING CHURCHMEN ATTEND
CHILDREN'S HOME OPENING  hebmoy GrR Gord {2080 eIy 1965

LIMA, Peru —- Chﬁfchmen from numerous countries were present for the dedication
ceremony here of a new children's home: and social center for worklng mothers, built
Iﬁby the Evangellcal Jutheran Church of Peru,

Thenceremonyrpn July i coincided with the holding ih Lima of the fourth lLatin
American Lutheran Conference. Many conference participants attended, including the
president of the Lutheran World Federatlon, Dri Fredrik A.-Schlotz of Mxnneapolls._

Among other Luther&n visitors from abroad was Bengt—lngvar Fkman of Stockholn,
deputy director of the federation's Swedish Netional Committee, which==through the
LWF Community Development uerv1ce»~prov1ded $5h 500 for the proaeet

_ Called "Case Bolen -(Bethlehem House), the 1nst1tut10n is locatéd in a part of
the Peruv1an capital occupled by laboring people. . Its modern facilities are ine
tended to provide care for children of all ages up to 18 whose parents have abandoned
them or whoae mothers are obllpea to work during the day. i

Plans provzde for medlcsj and socmal services at the center, as well as other
activities designed to contribute to the welfare of the underprivileged sector of the

city's population, Staffing the home are ten members of the 'Traperos de Emaus“
(Emmaus Rag-pickers). s

.,

BE

13 LATIN AMERICAN LANDS
REPRESENTED AT LIMA MEETING . ko 21 July 1965

LIMA, Peru ==~ Lutheran churohes of 313 Latln American countrles were - off1c1ally
represented at the Latin American Lutheran Conference here cn July 1l0-15. They were
Argenting, Bolivia, Brezil, Chile, Colembia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico,
Periy Puerto Rlco {USA) Uruguay and Venezuela. :

Among guests present from other countries were staff officials of three Lutheran
World Federation national committees; Pr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the
National Liutheran Council (USA), the- Bay. Gottfried Klapper, secretary of the German

commlttee and Bengt—lngv;r Ekman deputy dlrector of the Swedish cormittee.

-0~
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 LWF TO.SERVE ANOTHER REFUGER - | | _ N
" SETTLEMENT IN TANZANIA ' 8 July 1965

GENEVA -~ Signing of an agrecment with the Tanzanian governmment and the office
of the United Nations High Commigsioner for Refugces for the operation of & settlement
of 10,000 Meozembiquen refugees in scuthern Tanzanis was ennounced here todey. (July 8)
by the.Lutheran World Federation., . . i :

The signing took place toduy in the Tenzanian capital Dar es Salaam, according
to the announcerent by the director of the IWF Department of World Service, Dr. Bruno
Muetzelfeldt,

Signing for the federation was Brien Weldner, director of the Tanganyika .
Christian Hefugee Service, which is operated by LWF/WS cn behalf of the World Council

of Churches.

(MORE)
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Under the trlpartlte pact the TCRS is to assume operatlonal respon31b111ty
immediately for the Rutamba settlement in the southern part of the country.

When the Mozambiquans began arriving in Tanzania in large numbers at the end
of last year, the host govermment moved them from the coastal town of Lindi, where
they were temporarily sheltered, northwest 25 miles to the village of Rutamba.

The agreement calls for a three-year operation. By June 1968 it is expected

that enough land will be cleared and under cultivation to enable the refugees to .
support themselves.

Budget figures call for the three parties to provide a total of over $1.8
million in cash, goods and services. It is the largest single program commitment
of the TCRS, which was established in Jenuary 1964 in consultestion with the Christian
Council of Tanganyika,

In operating the settlement, the IWF/WS has apreed to contribute $70,000 in
cash and over $100,000 in meterial goods. The Tanzanian government is prov1dlng

at least three acres of land for each refugee family, as well as poods and services
valued at $43,000, :

The offiqél@f the UNHCR has been asked to contribute $412,300, of which an
allocation of $250 000 for 1965 has already been approved. The World Food Program
will supply nearly $SOO 000 worth of cormodities to sustain the refugees. Contri-

but ions frem other sources are estimeted at over $100,000.

Because of the trees and thiek underbrush in the settlement area, land clearance
will be difficult and is expected to cost about $140,000, Other budget provisions
are for administration, sgriculture, health, community development, education and
water development services.

The Mozum01qran refugees were housed by the Tanzanian bovernweni in Wﬂrencuges,
tents and other temporary guarters at Iindi before they were moved to Rutamba.
Local churches and voluntary apen01e% Trom abroad 1mmedlately b@gan providing them
_emergency dbslstqnce. :

The TCRS distributed to them 5,000 blankets and 50,000 pounds of clothing
provided by the American material aid agency Lutheran World Relief.  In December ‘it
contributed = moblle mudlcal unlt to halp overcome & uef1C1ency in health fac1lltles
at Rutamba.:_ ; et : i -

&L Z0-

MISSOURI SYNCD VOTES
'TO TAKE PART IN NEW COUNCIL ' g cotiiaan i 8 Jhly 1965

DETROIT (Michigan), USA ~- The Lutheren Church«~Mlssour1 Synod decided overs.
whelmingly here to Join with three cother church bodies in a new cocperative agency
that will unite most of the nation's 8,600,000 Lutheraneg in a joint program of
theological study and Christiazn service,

In a resounding voice vote on June 23, a strong majority of some 800 delegates
to the synod's Ubth reguler convention endorsed a proposed constitution for the

Lutheran Council in the United States of America and spproved partnership in it.

(MORE)
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Only a small rlnorlty of nays was heard as the’ convention committed the synod
to another decisive step in its efforts to seek & unlty aﬁong Lutherans that is
pleasing to the Lord 6f the Church." S = A e

"The Church is under divine compulsion to use every resource and agency at
her command to pe¥form her mission," the resolution sald.?;..: : L85 Ligtlulay
b s

In the covurse of the discussion, two moticns for referral were defeated by heavy
v01ce votes. Ore would have submitted the resclution to all congreﬂatlons for their
vote and the otber sougqt to test its con5u1uuﬁ*onal validity.

A drematic hlfullgnt occurred vhen 8i-year-cld Dr. John W. Behnken, 'who served
28 Dre51dent of the synod for 27 years up to 1962, made a l5-minute address from the
fleor in which he traced the nlStDrj of developments in Lutheran unlty. In & spon-
taneous demonstration of affection and esteem, delegates gave Dr. Behnken'a standing
ovetion at the close of his remarks.

As the 118-year-old Missouri Syncd has never participated in eny formal ecume-
nical structure, the vote by the 2, T4),OOO-memogf denomination was regarded as the
new_qounc1l's most crucial test. mlu favoreble action by the- delegates vmrtually
assured formstion of the ageney as ¢! Jan, 1, 1057,

Dr. Oliver R. Herms was re-elected president of the Chureh &t the opening session
of the convention.

The 63-ysar-old churchman-~the seventh president in the history of the Missouri
Synod--was named for a term cf four years. R S

He was elected on the second ballot when he received a majority of the votes
cast for flve candldate The actual vote was not reported.

An estimated T5 names appesred on the primary (nominatifig) bellot, the five
winning the highest mumber of votes being considered nominees for the office.

Dr. Ha“mﬂ beceane prualdent in 1062 when Dr, Behhken retired from office. It
marked the third time that he had followed Dr. Behnken in a church pest. Both were
pastors of Trlnltv Luthersn ohurch 1n Houston (Texas) and both were' presidents of the
synod's Texas Dlsﬁr1CL.' e '

The synod alsb went on record here in favor of &' common hymnal and liturgy for
North American Iutheranism, A resolution adopted almost unanimously authorized
appointment of representatives to work with other Lutheran bedies in a cooperative
venture to produce a joint service book.

The swnp*e volume would 1nclude a common liturgical section in rite, rubric,
and music, 2 core of hymn texts and nusical settings and, if necessary, a variant
selection of hymns.

Observnrs here prealcted that such & cemmon hymnal and 11turgy would be--one of
the most effectlve of all possible means to bring gbout Lutheran unity in Ameflca.
Tt was estimated thet the task of Wreparlng end produclng the ‘book mlght take at
least until 1980, the L400th anniversary of “tHe Book of Concord, one of the confessional
documents of the Lutheran Church. |
(MORE)
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By its action, the convention abandoned plans for a revised edltlon of the synod's
cwn hvmnal which wes publlshed in 1941. A comen hymnaJ was urgad in numerous.
overtures from districts and congregations of the synod, but was opposed by 1ts
Cormission on Worship, Liturgics, and Hymnolcgy.

Federal aid for needy children Pttonalnﬁ non-publlu aschools was endcrsed by
the Church in ancther convention saction.

A resolution which gtated that federal aid "be deemed acceptable" was first
" tabled by & vote of 411-200 and then adopted by 291-252. "It strictly limited the
ald to funds suthorized’ by Conpress "so long as it does not interfere with the
distinctive }urpqges for whlch such schocls are meintained,”

In the ﬁ*C ing minutes of the convcntlon, an attemﬁt was made to gain recon-
s1derat10n of the resolutlon but the move was defeated,

In the past, the synod has opposed cutright federal aid for bhrochiai and
prlvate sohools.

Dr. Arthur L. Mlller of St. Louis, executive secretary of the Board of Parish
Education, explained in a press conference that the ccuvention's action reflected
new developments, especially recent legislation under the administration's anti-

poverty program extending aid to children rether than instituticns,

The resolution pointed out that "in keepinyg with its Scriptural convietions
and legal rights, "the Missouri Synod "meintains schools for the training of

< Christian citizens."! It has 1,371 elementary schools with 160,000 pupils and 22
high schools with 11,000 students in the largést system of Protestant church schocls.

Menbers of the éynod were urged in another resolution to give shpqut "ag
their conscience dictates" in the interest of enacting irmigration legislation which
will be "equltable, fair, and Juqt to all end will most truly reaound to the publlc
welfare. : - ;

Objectives of such legislation, it said, should include intercultural under-
standing, the natlon g proper. share of rearonﬁlb*llty for res ettlement of refugees,
the preuervatlon of the integrity of the basic family unit by fﬂPlllt&thF the .
reuniting of families, the entry of perscns possessing special skills needed by the
American economy and culture, and the admission of such persong without discrimi-
nation with respect to race, national origin, cclor, or religion,

In other actions, the convention:

~=Approved the constitution for a Lutheran Council in Canada, a parallel orge-
nization to the projected Lutheran Council in the US4, and advised the Lutheran
Church—-Canada, composed of the %ynod's thre districts there, that it was free to
join the LCIC. : ' < ! T

--Celled for a study of the future of the Iutheren Synodical Conference and
the possibility of forming an organization or sssociation "accertable to those
Churches in fellowship with us." Present members of thu conference are the Missouri
Synod and the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran hurches.

(MORE)
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--Invited the Evangelical Lutheran Synod and the Wisconsin Evengelical Luth-
eran Syncd to resume doctrinel discussions. The twe bodies suspended fellowshlp
with the Missouri Synod a few years ago on charges of false doctrine.

-~Besceched our'Loraié blessing" on theological conversetions with the
American Lutheran Church looklnt toward pulpit and altar fellowshlﬂ between the two
bodies.

'«—Fxtended lnvltatlona for doctrlnal dlpcu5510r% to the Lutheran Church.in
America and reltwrated its rollcy of engagan Lnlﬂuch discussions with others
Yyherever a proper opportunity presents itself,"

——Approved rupreaentatlon of the' synod at pe 5t and future sessions of Vatlran
Council II which "provided the salutary erfect OF eye-witness interpretation’ for
cur pecple and promoted God-pleasing dlalogue with members of the Church of Rcme."

'—-Urped all congregations not Only to adept an "open-dcor policy" but also
to "initiate an aggressive program of m1°q1on outreach" to &ll pgople of all races
and cultures.,

~-Endorsed a $40 million special offering for capital_ﬂee&%,“hﬁlf to be used
for missions ahd church extension, $18,600,000 for higher educetion, $1 million
for Valparaiso University, and $400,000 for the Lutheran Deeconess Association.

-~Re~clected Dr. Roland P. Wiederaenders ss fulltime first vice-president of
the synod and also named four other vice-~presidents after increasing the number of
such offices -to five. ;

~-Adopted numerous resolutions that reaffirmed the synod's determination to
remain true to the Scriptures and the Luthersn confessions, j

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church in America, called for
s "blending of our testimony" in a brief appearance at the convention here. It was
‘the first time Dr. Fry hed spoken at e Missouri Synod conventien, SRR ETARE

He told the delegates: "In this confused and faithless world we are your cleose
kinsmen. In the face of mounting pressures toward secularism in our national life,
we need ane ancther., Our witness needs tc be blended w:th yours and we offer our
testimony to our common confession as a butress to yours." :

| -Dr. Fry spcke.at the session which immediately followed the eone at which the
synod had voted to join with three other church hodies in the prppesed Lutheran .
Council in the USA.

An exciting future was forecast for the new agency by another church leader who
has been in the forefront of the movement to establish it.

The prediction was made by Dr. Paul C. Emple, exccutive directeor of the
National Lutheran Council, who voiced the hope that the formation of the LCUSA would
speed up the process of Lutheran unity in this country.

He told the delegates: "The value of the things we do together in confessional
isolatien will be tremendcusly enhanced when together in good conscience we can meke

our fullest ecumenical contribution within Christendom.”

-0~



Lutheran World Federation 25/65 : bl M spla g ngind

BRAZILIAN SYNOD ADVOCATES e 3
STRENGTHENING OF CHURCH 8 July 1965

PELOTAS, Brazil =~ Assignment of greater responsibility and nuthorlty to the
Evangelicgl Church &f Luthéran Confession in Brazil by its comstituent synods hes
been urged by the largest of the three, the Synod of Rio Grande do Sul. :

Synod delepates voted ai:%ﬁ:annual neeting here to ask the other two syﬁods ot
to join with theirs in setting tp & top-level commigsion to strengthen the functions
of the over-all church body. e o

Their resolution seid the commission should act to "transfer ﬁhe aufhfrity
and institutions of the three synods nore anﬁ roré to the Church us e whole" in
order that it may be a Church "not only in nape but in fact." :

The Evangelical synods of German urigin in this country, after decades of
autoncmy, banded together 16 years ago to form the Synodal Federation of uhu:j
Evangellcal Church of Lutheran Confe sion in Brazil. 4

In 1962 the "Syncda] Federation" part of the nane was drOppﬁd to erphaqlze
the iqcreas:ng organic unity of the part1c1pat1ng synhﬂs,

Components of the Churrh, along with the Rio Grande synod whose more than 100“
delegates here represented 705 congregations with 366,500 members, are the 200,000~
member United Evangel:c l Lutheran Syqod and the 38 OOO-member Synod of Central
Brazil. :

The United Evangelical Lutheren Syncd was formed in 1962 by the union of the
former BSynod of Santa Cstarine and Parana end the Lutheran Church in Br921l both
-0f which -were member ci the ‘Bynodal Federmtlon. :

The Pic Grande synod meeting here also stressed, through reports and addresses,
the importance of fontmrlng gtewardship fcr the enrlchment and ﬂeepenﬂng of congre-
gatlcnal life,

g

NEW CHAPEL DEDICATED - bid o B
AT LIEBFRAUENBERG CEWTER : o _ : oo 8- July 1965

GOERSDORE ( 1sace) France =w Ded1c&tlon rites were held ‘here in June for the
recently completed chapel of the Llebfrauenberg lay activities center of the. -
ILutheran Church of Alqﬂce and Lorralne._ : 5w

Préachers at the service were Bi@hop'Hanna Lilje of Hdﬁnover, presiding bishop
of the United BEvangelical Iutheran Church of Germany, and the Rev. Charles: Westphal,
pr951dent of the Protestant Federaticn of France. : ; :

REprescﬁting R Ly M UObTA. Federation ot the ceremony was Dr, Vilmos
Vajta, research professor at the Institute for Bcumenical Research here and former
director of the IWF Department of Theology.

i
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LONE PASTOR MAKES LUTHERANISM it LIS
KNOWN . IN FRENCH CANADA 2t 8 July 1965

MONTREAL, Canada ~- A paster with a keen interest in uubllc relations is
engaged almost 51nglewhandedly in maklnp Lutheranlsm known in Roman Cathollc French
Canads. . i . . : :

. He is the Rev. Daniel Pourchot, a French-born clergymen of the Lutheran Church--
Mlssourl Synod who hes been teaching religion 'in the Protestant publlc school
system here and in the University of Montreal. B

. Cenedian mission officials representing the three largest Tutheran church bodies
in North America~~the Missouri Synod, the Lutheran: Church in America and the American
Lutheran Church--in June voted to support his efforts by opening an informetion
center here.

The "Centre de l’ église evangéligue luthérienne" is to be run by Pastor Pourchot
ae & two-year pilot project beginning in September. It was: described as "likely
to be the first step towards a Lutheran ministry to the unchurched in French Canada.,"

Pastor Pourchot who is belleved ok be the only French Lutheran minister on
this continent, went to France and French-speaking Switzerland this spring to arocuse
the interest. of church organlzatlons in the Christian pavilion whlch is to be
erected for Montreal‘s World Fair in 196?. :

The unlque p&VIIlOD is & Joint undertaklng of Roman Cathollcs, Lutherans,
Anglicens, Presbyterians, Baptists, Eastern Orthodox and the Unlted Church of Canads,
with a unified theme preaentatlcn.

g Pastor Pourchot, a meﬁbyr of the pav1llon'° theology committee, has been working
closely with the project's commissioner, Roman Catholic Father Jean Martuc01, in the
$3 mllllon pavilion venture.: :

Hls own Lutheran 1nformation center here will have & budget exceeding $8,000
for the rest of this year. He envisions it as e meeting place, initielly for older
youth and young married ccuples.

He said he will conduct seminars and discussion groups concerning the Christian
Church and the Evangelical Lutheran faith, The program is to be developed in line
w1th interests shown by those who atterd the centor, according to its director.

Mr. Pourchot came from ‘his homeland to take theologlcal tralnlng at the
Missouri Synod's Concordia Seminary in 8t. Louis (Mzssourl), USA. He spent some
time 1n the parlsh mlnlatry in the state of Texas before going back to France.

Later he returned tc North’ Amerlcq and took up work in Montreal. His re1at10n—
ships here with French Canadian Catholic prlests were characterized as excellent.

He has glven guest lectures at several Cathollc colleges and semlnarles.

T 5L |
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TWO-DAY PROGRAM MARKS
STRASBOURG INSTITUTE CPENING 3 February 1965

STRASBOURG, France -~ 4 gathering of distinguished Protestant, Roman
Catholiec, Orthodox and 0ld Catholic ecumenists of different countries witnessed
the inauguration of the study center of the Lutheran Foundation for Inter
Confessional Research here on Feb. 1.

Among church dignitaries at the two~day series of varied public cvents that
marked the opening of the new Institute for Ecumenical Research were the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Strasbourg, the veteran French Protestant churchman
Dr. Marc Boegner, the exarch in London of the Orthodox Patriarch of Moscow, and
representatives of the World Council of Churches, the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches zand the 01d Catholic Church. :

(MORE)
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Leading public officials present included the Minister of Religious
Affairs of the Province of Alsace, the mayor of Strasbourg and the rector of
the local university. :

In addition, the Coadjutor Bishop of Strasbourg, Msgr. Arthur Elchinger,
read a letter from the secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion
of Christian Unity, Bishop J.G.M. Willebrands, expressing his "great regret!
at his inability to be present and the assurance of his thoughts and prayers
concerning the occasion.

, Messages were receilved also from two former presidents of the Lutheran
World Federation, Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund, Sweden, and Dr. Franklin Clark
Fry of New York, from the heads of the Finnish, Austrian, Italian and Australian
LWF member Churches, from the International Congregational Council, the Canadian
Tutheran Council and numerocus others.

Speakers at the events included the current president of the LWF, Dr. ¥Fred-
rik A. Schiotz of Minneapclis; the chairman of the Foundation for Inter-
Confessional Research, Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Munichj; the chairman
of France's National Allisnce of Lutheran Churches, Inspector Robert Wolffj;
and three internationally known Lutheran theologlans who are observers at the
Second Vatican Council and experts on Roman Catholicism.

1

The latter were Dr. Oscar Cullmann, professor of theology at the University
of Basel, Switzerland, and the School of Higher Studies in Paris; Dr. K,E, Skyds
gaard, professor of systematic theology at the University of Copenhagen and

the LWF's first inter-confessional research professor; and Dr. Vilmes Vajta,
former director of the LWF Department of Theology and now Dr, Skydsgaard's
successor at the Lutheran research institute here.

The dedication service itself toock place in the remodeled house--at 8 rue
Gustave Klotz, near the university--that houses the new research institute.
It was conduc¢ted by Bishop Dietzfelbinger, who is head of the Lutheran Church
in Bavaria and a member of the LWF Executive Committee.

Earlier, 2,000 persons at a rally in Strasbourg's Festival Palace heard
addresses by Professor Cullmann and Bishop Dietzfelbinger on "The Renewal of
the Church." The rally was organized by the National Alliance of Lutheran
Churches.

Other events in the two-day program were:

(1) 4 service in historic St. Thomas church, arranged by the Lutheran Church
of Alsace and Lorraine, at which Professcr Skydsgaard preached on St. Paul's
statement that Christ "has broken down the wall of separation between us."

(2) A lecture at the university in which Dr. Vajta posed questions to
present-day Catholic and Lutheran theologians respecting the Christian's parti-

cipation in salvation through the sacraments and faith.

....O-
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SCHIOTZ SAYS LWEF FAVORS
FURTHER CONTACTS WITH ROME 3 February 1965

STRASBOURG, France —-- The president of the Lutheran World Federation said
here that the LWF is willing to arrange for "continuing contacts" with the
Roman Catholic Church after the Second Vatican Council if the latter so desires.

Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis, who is also president of the
American Lutheran Church, made the statement at a public rally on Jan. 31 in
connection with the inauguration of the study center here of the Lutheran
Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research.

The foundation was set up by the LWF by action of its 1963 Assembly in
Helsinki. Through its new Institufe for Ecumenical Research in Strasbourg, it
is currently engaged in a scholarly examination of present-day Roman Catholicism.

Dr. Schiotz explained that the work of the institute will "provide support"
for the federation in any further contacts with the Cathelic Church.

The LWF, by invitation, has had two or three delegate observers at Rome
ever since the beginning of the council. They have been theologians of
different nationalities associated with the federation's inter-confessional
research program.

Dr. Schiotz said the LWF "thanks God for the manifest evidence of the
renewing work of the Holy Spirit" in the council's work. 'We see much work
yet to be done, but not tc acknowledge what has alruady happened would be
tantamount to blasphemy."

Stating that "we pray for the Second Vatican Council and the renewal of
our own Church,!' he added: "And if conversations between Lutherans and Roman
Catholics take place, the treasurc which the Holy Spirit uncovered in the
Reformation may well become a treasure with which God will bless all of us."

Addresses on the renewal of the Church were given at the rally by Dr.
Oscar Cullmann, professor of theology at the University of Basel, Switzerland,
and the School of Higher Studies in Paris, and Dr. Hermann Dietzfelbinger of
Munich, Bishop of the ILutheran Church in Bavaria and chairman of the Foundation
for Inter-Confessional Research.

The rally was organized by the National Alliance of Lutheran Churches of
France, whose chairman, thc Rev. Robert Wolff, also addresscd the gathering

of some 2,000 persons., The program included choral and organ musical numbers.

el
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SECOND BOOK ON VATICAN
COUNCIL DUE THIS SUMMER 53 February 1965

STRASBOURG, France -- A Iutheran book on the Second Vaticon Council, ex-
pected to be an important tool for those engaged in contacts with Roman
Catholicism 2t different levels, will be published in three languages this
summer, it was announced herc.

Compiled as & project of the Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessional
Rescarch whose new institute was inaugurated here on Feb. 1, the book will
contain a collcotion of topical enalyses written by Lutheran observers at the
council.

Titled "Dialog on the Way," it will be brought out in English by Augsburg
Publishing Housec in Minneapolis, in German by Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Gottingen,
Germany, and in French by Delachaux & Nieetlé, Weuchatel, Switzerland.

In a sense¢, it will be a scguel to the volume "The Papal Council and the
Gospel," which was cdited in a similar way shortly before the council began.

At a rally here in connection with the inauguration ceremonies, the
president of the Lutheran World Fe cration, Dr. Frederik A. Schiotz, called
the book M"a first fruit® of the assistance which the resecarch institute is
to render to Lutheran churches "in their contacts with the Roman Catholie
Church at the church level and at the parish level, ™

Besides analyses of particular constitutions and decrees of the council,
the work is to present historical accounts of its first three sessions, back-
ground information on the organigation and structure of Roman Catholic councils,
and an article on the role and expericence of a non-Catheclic observer at the '
scssions.,

Contributors will include the chairman of the Foundation for Inter-
Confessional Research, Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Munich, six LWF
representatives to the council,and three other Iutheran obscrvers.

The latter are Dr. Oscar Cullmann, professor of theclogy at the University
of Basel, Switzerland, and the School of HBigher Studies in Paris, who has been
a guest of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, Dr. Edmund
Schlink, professcr at the University of Heidelberg, delegate cbserver cf the
Evangelical Church in Germany, and Dr. Wolfgang Dietzfelbinger of Erbendorf,
Germany, his alternate.

Contrihuting LWF observers include the three men who have successively
served the Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research as resesarch professcors:
Dr. K.E. Skydsgaard, now professor at the University of Cepenhagen, Dr. George
A. Lindbeck, now professor =t Yale University Divinity Scheool in the US4, and-
Dr. Vilmos Vajta, former director of the LWF Department of Theology.

The other LWF observer~contributors are Bishop Sven 8ilén of Visteras,
Sweden, Dr. Warren 4. Quanbeck, professor at Luther Theological Seminary,
St., Paul (Minnescta), and the Rev. Cerhard Pedersen of Copenhagen, former inter-
confessional research assistant for the LWF.
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ASIAN CHURCHES URGED T0 WRESTLE .
WITH PRESENT-DAY PROBLEMS 16 October 1964

RANCHI (Bihar), India ~-- Lutheran representatives gathered here
frem ten Asian countries were called upon by an Indian churchman to
wrestle with the present-day problems of the church in economic develop-
ment, evangelistic outreach and wider organic unity.

Deliveringz the opening address of the 1l-day Asia Lutheran Conference
on Oct. 8, Dr. Marsallan Bage, head of the host Gossner Evangelical
Lutheran Church, told delegates that in their deliberations on their
common task, "we cannot ignore the various aspects of live prevailing
today in our countrics and among their pcoples.”

Citing as an example this part of India, whose high industrialization
is being rapidly achieved, Dr. Bage said that '"the countries from which
we have come and in which we have to witness for our Lord are undergoing
rapid changes, social, economic and political.

e el
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He guoted with approval a comment in a recent Lutheran publication
that while in Africa "the question of politics is the all-~consuming
popular orientation, in Asia it is the economlc that engages the interest
of the people,"

The statement he endorsed added that "the politics of Asia today
is not so much determined by reaction to colonialism as by the overwhelming
economic problems of an over-populated and undernourished continent.!

The leader of India's oldest autonomous Lutheran Church and second
largest also challenged the conference to examine realistically the
evangelistic situation in contemporary Asia.

Dr. Bage pointed out that, after more than two centuries of Christian
missionary work in India, less than 11 million out of a population of nearly
440 million are Christians. He noted further that, in Asia as a whole,
the older and larger churches usually showed a slower rate of growth,
suggesting a possible "flagging in missionary zeal."

He cited an assertion in the same publication that "it is din Asia o+ « o«
that the Christian faith will meet the most serious challenges to its
claim to uniqueness and universality. Unlike Africa, Asia cannot be called
an 'uncommitteed continent' standing before the alternatives of Christianity,
Islam or modern secularism."

"Here are long traditions and elaborate systems of religion that are
tenaciously held," said the Indian churchman, who is a mewmber of the
Lutheran World Federstion's Commission on World Mission.

"When we engage ourselves in the propagation of the Gospel, it is
certain that we have to confront other religions,'

He salid the delegates should also spend time in deliberating on
"the question of church union, be it among the Lutherans themselves or
among the Lutherans and non-Lutherans. He voiced the opinion that "at
least dn India . . « this question will occupy our thinking more and more.,"

Warning against yielding to "considerations based on sentimental
feelings and emotions,'" Dr. Bage declared that '"our approach to this guestion
should be made in complete obedience to the Lord."

Presiding at the inaugural session was the Rt. Rev. Heinrich Meyer,
Bishop of the Lutheran Church in lLibeck, Germany, and chairman of the IWF
Commission on World Mission.

He brought the official greetings of the commission, which has helped
the Asian Churches to orgsnise the conference, and explained the nature
and purpose of the meeting.

4 period of opening worship was led by the Rev. Christopher Polson
of Bagar, a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Madhya Pradesh
(India), and former staff member of the LWF Department of World Mission
in Geneva.
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SAYS VARIETIES OF CHRISTIANS
NOT NECESSARILY A SIN 16 October 1964

RANCHI (Bihar), India -- 4 warning against over-cmphasizing theological
consensus and theological absolutism as ecumenical ideals was sounded by an
American scholar at the Asia Lutheran Conference here on Oct. 9.

"The existence of different kinds of Christians is not necessarily a
sin," declared Dr. George W. Forell, professor of Protestant theology at
the State University of Iowa, in a plenary address. "What is sin is that
these differences lead to dissension and gquarreliing."

The history of the Christian Church, he said, "should teach us that
Christian sub-groups have always existed and that the tensions between them
have fregquently been creative.! -

He contended that, across the centuries of the Christian era, "the
effort to produce the official standard version of the Christian faith has
threatened to confine the ever-new dynamic of the Holy Spirit to the
theological formulae of a certain age and a certain place."

Professor Forell said that "in the history of American denominations we
have learncd that some who came on the scene, in order to be merely 'Christian,'!
proclaiming 'no creed but the Bible' and understanding themselves as the
successors of all the denominations, turned out to be the most idiosyncratic,
proclaiming a most peculiar and deviant Gospel."

He reminded the assembled church represcntatives that "the very Lutheran
confessions make any confessional absolutism unconfessional.!

The German-born U.S. theologian raised--and sought to answer--the
question: "What . . . is of value in the Lutheran 'witness and exposition
of the faith' that makes its preservation and our faithful articulation
(of it) important to the Church of God in our time and in our place?"

He suggested three values contributed by the Lutheran confessions:

(1) "Lutherans are committed to a + . o "theology of the cross' rather
than a "theology of glory."

(2) "Lutherans are committed to the real presence of the true body
and blood of Christ in the Supper of our Lord.M

(3) Lutherans stress '"the centrality of the distinction between law
and Gospel for the Christian faith."

Commitment to the "theology of the c¢ross," Dr. Forell said, means that
"we must reject all absolute claims, either for some conservative repristi-
nation of an original and perfect New Testament Church, or for some pro-
gressive, modern expression of 'demythologized' or 'secularized! Christianity,
allegedly no longer subject to the problems faced by older theological versions
of the Christian faith;

(MORE)
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"Or even for some infallible magisterium, some inerrant ‘teaching office,
which can guarantee the theological perfection of Christian dogma and pre=-
serve the church in this world 'without wrinkle or spot.'"

The Lutheran witness to the real presence of Christ in the Holy
Communion, he argued, is not "theological hairsplitting" but "the key to
a faithful understanding of man, the rchurch and the Scriptures."

=)

CALLS PERSONNEL CHIEF LACK
IN MASS COMMUNICATIONS WORK 16 October 196k

RANCHI (Bihar), India =- Lack of competent personnel is the "number
one problem" of the Asian Churches in their use of modern mass media of
communication, a Chinese editor told the Asia Lutheran Confercnce here on
Octs 9.

"The training of workers is not only the key to all the problems involved
in the work of mass communication, but also the greatestneed of the younger
Churches as a whole," said Professor Andrew Hsiao, publications editor for
the Lutheran Literature Society of Hong Kong and Taiwan, in a plenary address.

"The most precious gift that a mission board could possibly give to a
younger church today is no longer money or missionary personnel, but competent
indigenous workers."

Professor Hsiao asserted that "the Asian Church as a whole has not yet
made the best use of (modern) media in its work of mass communication of the
Gospel."

In discussing the reason why, he spoke of several important problemse--
lack of interdenominational cooperation, inability to achieve high-guality
indigenous production, insufficient funds, and ineffective distribution.

However, he rejected all these as the "number one problem" in the
churches' use of the mass media when compared with the nced for competent
workers.,

"Should we have more leaders with vision and insight, open minds and
warm hearts, cooperation between churches will become much easier," Professor
Hsiao said, .

"Should there be more talented, experienced and consecrated writers,
film producers and radio program planners, indigenous production will no
longer be a problem; should we find more executives who are hardworking
and capable, self-respecting and self-denying, financial sufficiency is not
impossible.

"Should we have more responsible and enthusiastic, sociable and alert
distributors, effective distribution will be realized at once."

Bditor Hsiao pointed out, however, that "competent workers are not
found by accident, but must be selected with great care; they are not people
with supernatural power, but men with zeal to learn; they are not born, but
are trained."

=D
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"EOLD, CREATIVE DECISIONSY" URGED
RESPECTING MISSION INSTITUTIONS 16 October 1964

RANCHI (Bihar), India ~~- "Bold and creative decisions' with regard to
the future of large and costly mission insgtituions were urged by a major
speaker at the Asia Intheran Conference here on Oct. 9.

"Some should be closed, others turned over to government control, others
to community control, some retained under the control of a single younger
church, others given to the control of several younger churches, and yet
others to some kind of international board dircction,! he said.

But such decisions, noted Dr. David L. Vikner, Bast Asia secretary of
the Board of World Missions of the Lutheran Church in America, should not
be taken until the involved parties have studied cach individual institution
"in terms of its own situation."

In a plenary address on the churches' Road to Self-Support, Dr. Vikner
recalled that "the modern mission movement brought with it not only the verbal
proclamation of the Gospel but the establishment of schools and hospitals.

"The total proclamation by word and deed was an expression of the zeal
and vision of the sending churches and societies,"” he said., "The program was
maintained 'with the use of outside personnel and funds."

Today, Dr. Vikner declared, "these institutions have become a part of the
younger church program but, by and large, they are not an expression of its
concern and mission. They cannot be, for they are far beyond the ability of
most younger churches to adeguately manage and staff."

The American mission executive, who himself was born and reared in China
and has served as 2 missionary in both China and Japan, statced that "for
these instituions, dedicated to Christian service, the problem today is not
support but rather control."

"To solve this very knotty problem," he advised the involved parties
cto M"study each individual institution" and to 'mske bold and creative
decisions,"

With respect to the road to self-support for local Christian congre-
gations and their national church organizations, Dr. Vikner advocated four
basic principles:

() "maia local congregations shall be financially indecpendent or self-
supporting." '

(2) "The operation of the basic national church program shall be
supported completely by its membership."

(3) "Outside funds may be used by the younger churches for limited
periods for the operation of specific programs depending upon their validity
and the extent and spirit of local participation.”

(4) "Outside funds may be used by the younger churches for specific
capital projects, depending upon their validity and the extent and spirit
of local participstion.!

(MORE)
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Dr. Vikner characterized as "fortunate" any church "that by design
or circumstance from its beginning was not the recipient of overseas
BubSid‘Yo i

He said that for either local congregations or general church bodies
to get on the road to self-support, "they must think long and hard about
reorganization, the ministry (or national leadership), and stewardship,"

In referring to the ministry, he took issue with the persistent
notion that in Asia "the ideal for every local congregation is to have its
own fulle~time church-paid ordained pastor,"

_ From many parts of the world, Dr. Vikmer reported, "one hears talk of
another type of ministry--the 'tent making' pastors. These are men
engaged in secular vocations, who are ordained by the church to provide
local leadership, preach the Word, and administer the Sacraments in
isolated communities and/or churches, where the income is insufficient to
maintain a paid clergy."

"It would seem," he commented, '"that the productive way to prepare
and ordain such persons is not to give them theological training first
and then send them out to secular vosations and an ordained ministry, but
rather to train and ordain proven secularly-employed laymen for service
in the communities where they are already established."

B
SAYH CHANGING SOCIETY CALLS
FOR NEW EVANGELTSM APPROACH 16 October 1964

RANCHI (Bihar), India -- An Indisn social scientist, speaking at the
Asis Luthersn Conference here on Oct. 9, called for radical changes in the
church!'s missionary structure and methods to enable it better to fulfil its
evangelistic task in a changed and changing scciety.

Christians have a witness to bear to the peoples of Asia at a time when
the latter, having passed through the stages of political awskening and
national independence, are now struggling to "secure social and economie
justice for all," asserted Dr. K. Rajaratnam, econcmics professor at Madras
Christian College.

Asian nations, he said, are in a stage of "bewilderment at the magnitude
of the problem of redeeming the promises of better life freely made by the
leaders of the national movements during the freedom struggle--a state of
discontent and frustration at the failure even af the sustained effort to
eradicate all the evils attendant with illiteraecy and poverty--yet a state
of firm determination to realize the objectives of the national movenents. "

After discussing the ways in which Asian society is changing, Dr.
Rajaratnam pointed out that "the machinery, personnel and methods employed iIn’
the task of evangelism are directly related to the cultural, social, political
and sconomic conditions of the society in which the evangelism is carried on.”

He noted that during the pre-independence era the missionary was the
central figure in church life and there was a tendency to develop a ghetto
existence for the Indian Christian community on the mission compound,

The South Indian sconomist discussed the nsed to strengthen the character
of the Indian Church and to change the role of the missionary in its life and.
work. He algo urgsd a rediscovery of the part to be played by the laity, as
well as the place of the local congregation, in Christian evangelisms

e
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24  September 1964

KINGSTON, Jamaica -- Representatives of the ILutheran Church in
British Guiana have joined with those of ten other Churches in asgreeing to
cstablish a united theological college here, in the vicinity of the

University of the West Indies,

Other participants include Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Disciples of Christ and Moravians.

Work on the college building is
cost some 200,000 pounds ($560,000),
assured by the Theological Educotion

s

expected to begin this year. It will
of which 45,000 pounds have been
Fund, an ecumenical agency,
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SEPT, 30 DEDICATION SET
FOR JORDAN TRADE SCHOOL 2L September 1964

GENEVA -~ Formal dedication of the Lutheran World Federation's new
$500,000 vocational training center on the outskirts of Jerusalem will be
held on Sept. 30.

This was announced here by Joseph O. Thompson, senior representative of
the LWF Department of World Service in the Near East, en route back to Jordan
after a two-month home leave in the United States.

Mr. Thompson said construction of the training center, begun in the
autumn of 1962, has been finished. The dedication program will include
participation by officials and dignitaries of the LWF, the Jordan government,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan, and the Swedish organizations that
have underwritten most of the costs.

Among the churchmen will be Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt of Geneva, director
of LWF/WS; the Rev. Ake Kastlund of Stockholm, a member of the LWF Commission
on World Service and director of the federation's Swedish National Committeej
and Bishop Ruben Josephsson, vice-chairman of the Swedish comumittee,

Representing the Lutheran Church in Jordan will be Dean Carl Malsch,
chairman of the church council, =and the pastors of the Church's four con-
gregations.

The center, designed to accommodate 120 Arab youth in three-year
practical and theoretical courses in auto mechanics, carpentry, and metalwork,
has had its first 20 auto-mechanics students since April.

Noting that construction had been "far enough along'" at that point to be=
gin the first-year class in the auto-mechanics section, Mr. Thompson said
the date was five months ahead of the school's scheduled opening.

Operated as a boarding school, and scheduled for its full enrolpeant of
120 students by autumn 1965, the center already has received some 100 appli-
cations for its 40 enrolment vacancies this fall: At its capacity, it will
have 60 students in the auto-rechanics course and 30 students in each of the
other two courses.

The courses, Mr. Thompson saild, result in training with production. Auto-
mechanics students service cars from the general public and carpentry and
metalwork students turn out "custom-made'" products.

Advance orders have indicated capacity operations for periocds of 3 - 6
months, he said. Mr., Thompson pointed out that income from service and
products helps underwrite the cost of the programs in addition to providing
the students with practical experience.

Tentative plans, he continued, call for the relocation of the vocational
training program for blind youths from its site on the Mount of Olives to the

new center,.

(MORE)
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Twelve youths are currently enrolled in that training program and plans
are underway to expand the number to 36 by the end of next year, Mr. Thonmpson
reported. The program is also three years long.

The field representative noted that conditions among the refugees zand
frontier villagers assisted by LWF/WS programs in Jordan are getting better.
- The federation's three major world service programs in Jordan are vocational
training, medical aid, and material assistance.

Mr. Thompson said social and economic conditions have shown "real
improvement," particularly in the areas of health, housing and education.

With respect to health, he reported that the eyesight of "thousands'" of
refugee and village children have been spared by LWF/WS medical assistance
from infections capable of producing blindness.

The infections stem from a number of factors such as arid climate, dust
in the air, and varying levcls of sanitary conditions, he said, and can often
be treated with penicillin ointments.

Medical aid efforts of LWF/WS programs, begun in 1948, are carried out
chiefly through a hospital on the Mount of Olives and mobile and static
clinics. Emphasis on the preventative as well as curative aspects of medicine,
he continued, has helped improve health conditions.

The signs of malnutrition of a decade ago are "much less evident today,"
the American layman continued, allowing gradual reduction in food distribution
under the material assistance programs.

He said the current level of distribution was approximately half that of
the highest level reached since initiation of the LWEF/WS program.

Mr. Thompson alsc noted reductions in clothing distribution. He
emphasized, however, that the need for material assistance still exists
among many families and in "hard-care situations."

Regarding housing conditions, he reported that houses of clay and other
materials have been built by the refugees to replace the tent-type emergency
guarters once used.

Conditions in education included = report that nearly 80 per cent of the
boys of elementary school age are enrolled in schools while the percentage
of girls enrolled, though lower, is triple that of 12 years ago.

He also stressed the "improved attitude" of the refugees and villagers,
noting their willingness and abilities for work asnd their gratitude and
appreciation for assistance efforts.

"There is a need to continue the program in Jordan,'" he said, "but there
is also a need to adapt it to today's needs." A&n expansion of vocational
training programs and the hope for self-help and community development projects
were cited as examples.

FET
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NORWEGIAN SANTAL MISSION
CONSIDERS FIELD IN KENYA 24 Sevntember 1964

NAIROBI, Kenya =~ A Lutheran team from Europe surveyed this country
in August and September to determine whether it would be a suitable area
for the establishment of a new mission fizld.

Composing the team were two representatives of the Norwegian branch of
the Santal Mission of the Northern Churches=--General Secretary Per Kjolberg
and Andrew Glastad, a ship owner--plus the Rev. Manfred Lundgren of Geneva,
Africa secretary of the Lutheran World Federatiocn.

The LWF Commission on World Mission had commended to the Santal Mission
~a request from Kenya for assistance from abroad in strengthening the Lutheran
work in this country. The reguest came from both the Christian Council of
Kenya and the 5,000-member Lutheran Church of Kenya,

The latter has developed from work begun in 1948 in the western part
of the country by the Bibletrue Friends (Bibeltrogna Vinner) Swedish Mission.
Two Finnish missionaries also are serving in this country at present.

For its part, the Santal Mission of Norway, which until now is working
mainly in India with an offshoot field in East Pakisten, has been scriously
considering entrance into snother country in recent years.

The two Norwegian members of the team were to present a survey report
including recommendations to their board early this autumn,

In explaining his mission's desire to open a new field, General Secretary
Kjélberg declared that, while many Norwegian young pecple were offering
themselves to the mission for overseas service, "India is slowly being closed
to Christian missions and in East Pakistan the expansion possibilities are
rather small,"

He pointed out that for scme years the mission has been experiencing
great difficulties in obtaining visas for India.

S04

SWEDISH BISHCPS DECLINE
TO FIRE DISPUTED EDITOR 24 September 1964

STOCKHOLM -- Sweden's Lutheran bishops have reaffirmed an earlier
decision not to ask for the removal of the editor of a church paper who has
publicly condoned premarital sexual relations.

But they have also unanimously rejected his proposal that the Church
"liberalize" its position that such relations are sinful.

In again refusing to take action against Carl Gustaf Bo#thius, chief
editor of the illustrated weekly Var Kyrka (Our Church), the bishops re=
sisted pressure from church people who have been outraged by his argument
that premarital relations by young couples intending to marry were not immoral.

(MORE)
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Among the probtesting letters received by the bishops was one signed |

by 630 Church of Sweden clergymen and theological students. BEditor Bofthius
also submitted a written communication to the Lutheran Bishops' council,
defending his point of view.

Interviewed by other newsmen after the bishops! decisions were
announced, Mr. Bo¥thius called their refusal to have him ousted a "wictory"
for those whe believe a church publication should be free to discuss
controversial lssues.

+  In an expression of opinion originally given last spring during a
television program, he had asserted that "for some unmarried couples who
have been courting for several years, premarital sexual relations are not
only acceptable butbt even recommendable.!

He held that the situation in Bweden had drastically changed in the
last half-century, charging that at least one-third of all children born
within wedlock are born within seven months of the wedding,

Mr. Bolthius claimed that at least 80 per cent of all young couples
who intend to marry have premarital relationships. "This is not because
they are immoral," he said, "it is because circumstances of the day prevent
their leading 2 normal family life.™ :

He cited Stockholm's acute housing shortage, charging that some couples
must wait years before they obtain thelr own apartment.

"inother case is when one or the other person has to study and the
marriage plans are postponed as a result," he 'said., "Unless the Church makes

new rulings on the subject it can hardly go out to the young people of today
with the Gospel.™

The 630 protesters who signed a common letter to Archbishcop Gunnar
Hultgren said: "The Church must help people to true freedom, but this does
not mean following your own inclinations. True freedom is to fight evil,"

They argued that "the teachings on guestions of sex ethics that are
given in the Word of God and the confessions of the Church should be upheld
by those who speak in the name of the Church.!

Archbishop Hultgren said the bishops were fully aware of the diffi-
culties that individuals may have to face at the present time but they
5till believed that sexual relations should take place only within matrimony.

"i MIGHTY FORTRESS" APPEARS
IN NEW ROMAN CATHOLIC BHYMNAL 2L September 1964

CINCINNATI (Ohio), USA == A wmodern English version of Martin Luther's

famous battle hymn "4 Mighty Fortress Is Our God" is included in The People's
Mass Book, a new Roman Catholic hymnal published here.

Brought out by the World Idibrary of Sacred Music, the book has the
imprimatur of Auxiliary Bishop Paul F. Leibold of Cincinnati.

(MORE )
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The Catholic version in many parts is not substantially differcnt from
the English translations sung in Protestant churches. It makes o number of
changes in words and Phraseology but retains the well=known first two
lines: "A mighty Fortress is our God, a Bulwark never failing."

A hymn written by a Jesuit priest to the tune of "A Mighty Fortress"
was sung at the burial service of Father Gustave Weigel, noted U.S. Jesuit
theologian and ecumenicist who died last January.

According to the World Library of Sacred Music, "this significant
ecumenical incident is said to have moved J. Clifford Evers to write a modern
version of the text of this hymn."

Mr. Evers was said to have pointed out that "the chief objsction to
the familiar words of 'A Mighty Fortress' is not that there is anything
anti-Catholic in them, but simply that the literary style is too 19th
century-ish."

Frederic Henry Hedge (1850-1899) is credited with the most popular
English translation of Luther's hymn now used by Protestants.

The publisher noted, for example, that one line of the Hedge trans-
lation reads: "For still our ancicnt foe doth seck to work us woe,"

"This new text," the publisher said, "is not a reworking of the old
one but is sinply a new version based on a modern translation of Psalm

B e el e

"Not only are the words in the new version of this great hymn in a
modern language; they also reflect certain other aspects of our modern age.
Where Psalm 46 refers to the warriors! shields and lances, the new version
adds "the guns and nuclear might stand withered in His gight."

)

NEW LUTHER BIBLE COMING
IN EAST, WEST GERMANY 24 September 1964

BERLIN ~=~ An officially revised version of Martin Luther's translation
of the Bible will go to print this sutumn as the first book to be published
jointly in both parts of Germany since the erection of the Berlin Wall,

The O0ld Testament revision, begun in 1958, replaces one issued more than
60 years ago. Only minor changes have been made since then. A revised
version of Luther's New Testament, launched about 30 years ago, was completed
st

Both versions were préepared by a special commission of the Evengelical
Church in Germany (EXKD) headed by Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, former EKD
Council chairman.

The commission has stressed that while it was teoking "special care to see
that the peculiarities of Luther's translation and his typical language are
preserved as much as possible, proper =zccount must be taken of the develop-
ments of modern language, as well as recent findings of theclogical research,!

S
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U.S. CHURCH CALLS NEGRO
TO BOARD SECRETARYSHIP : 24 September 1964

PHILADELPHIA -~ The first Negro has been called to a staff position on
a board of the Lutheran Church in America.

The Rev., Lee H. Wesley, until recently pastor of Immanuel Lutheran
church in Los Angeles, will join the LCA's Board of Parish BEducation here
as secretary for youth work, effective on October 15,

Pastor Wesley will serve as the board's specialist on planning, develop=-
ment and promotion of educational programs for young people. The board is
currently involved in the introduction of a radically new program of religious
education for all areas of church life on behalf of the LCA's 6,200 congre=-
gations.

Grandson of a Methodist minister, Pastor Wesley was born on his father's
farm in Georgia and moved with his family to New Jersey when he was 10. He
Joined the Lutheran Church while attending Upsala College in East Orange
(New Jersey) and became the first Negro to be ordained by the former
Augustana Lutheran Church after graduating from Augustana Seminary in Rock
Island (Illinois) in 1958,

Mr. Wesley served internships in an all-white congregation in Minneapolis,
an all-Negro congregation in Brooklym,and a racially integrated congregation
in Chicago. Immanuel Lutheran church in a racially changing area in south
Los Angeles was his first pastorate. He became its senior pastor in 1959
after ten months ss assistant.

O

TANGANYIKAN CONSECRATED
AN ASSISTANT RISHOP 24 September 1964

BUKOBA, Tanganyika == The Rev. Josiah Kibira was consecrated assistant
bishop of the Lutheran Diocese of Northwestern Tanganyika in a cercmony here
on Sept. (?.Oa

He will serve under Bishop Bengt Sundkler, a Swedish missionary who
became bishop here in 1961. The diocese has since become part of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika, a nationwide body.

Pastor Kibira is the second Tanganyikan Lutheran to be consecrated a
bishop. The first was Bishop Stefano R. Moshi of the Diocese of Northern
Tanganyika.

The new assistant bishop is a member of the Faith and Order Commission
of the World Council of Churches and has taken part in several annual
meetings of the Commission on World Mission of the Lutheran World Federation.

He recently returned here from post-graduate studies at the Boston
University School of Theology in the United States. Before his ordination,
he studied in Germany.

.
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NORWEGIAN STUDENTS RAISE
$63,425 FOR FOREIGN PROJECTS 2L September 1964

OSLO -~ Students in Norway's higher secondary schools (gymnasia) have
raised 452,700 crowns ($63,425) for overseas Christian projects this year
in a nationwide effort undertaken on their own initiative. Participating
schools totaled 117.

: Of the proceeds, 221,700 crowns has been given to the Norwegian Missionary
Society, 102,000 to the Norwegian Lutheran Mission, 87,000 to the Santal
Mission, 29,000 to the Missionary Alliance, and 13,000 to the Norwegian
Israel Mission.

The money is to be used for such purposes as support of mission stations,
student centers, a medical van, Bible distribution, a home for leper children,
and support of a mission launch.

A major part of the NMS's share will go toward the building of a pro-
duction studio in Cameroun to tape-record programs for broadcast from the
Lutheran World Federation's Radio Voice of the Gospel in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. .

The Cameroun studio, for which plans have been drawn up, will produce
programs in Fulani, the mother tongue of seven million West Africans and a
language understood by another six million.

S0
DR, J.M.T, WINTHER OF JAPAN
WILL TURN 90 ON OCT. 25 2L September 1964
KOBE, Japan -- Dr. J.M.T. Winther, Danish-born clergyman who has served

in Lutheran mission institutions in this country since 1898, will observe
his 90th birthday on Oct. 25.

Although retired after many decades' labor under church bodies that now
make up the Lutheran Church in America, he is still active as a teacher at
the Lutheran Bible School here, which he helped to found in 1950,

The school is operated by the Norwegian Lutheran Mission with the co-
operation of other Lutheran groups.

e also maintains his wider ties in the Christian community. When the
Fellowship of Christian Missionaries held its annual conference in Mitaka
this summer, one of the highlights was a talk in which Dr. Winther recounted
his experiences during the Meiji period of Japanese history, 1868-1912.

The veteran missionary in 1958 had the unique distinction of being
honored by two heads of state. King Frederick IX of Denmark conferred on
him the Knight's Cross of the Order of Danebrog, and two months later he
was decorated by Emperor Hirohito.

B
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NATIONAL AUTONOMY, UNITY

GAIN STRENGTH IN CANADA 24 September 1964
WINNIPEG (Manitoba), Canada -- Lutherans of this country are moving

slowly but steadily toward revisions in their church organizational
patterns that will emphasize more strongly both their national autonomy
and their unity.

Representatives of three church bodies which together account for
98.5 per cent of Canadian Lutheranism met here in September to further plans
for a new joint council to carry on activities in arecas of common interest
and concern.

It will replace the present Canadian Lutheran Council, in which the
Canadian units of the Lutheran Church in America and the American Lutheran
Church-~~both members of the Lutheran World Federation=--now work together,

The proposed "Lutheran Council in Canada'" would include also the
Lutheran Church-~Canzda, a body within the Imtheran Church--Missouri Synod.

The LCA, ALC and Missouri Synod all function in both Canada and the
United States, with main headquarters in American cities. Canadian planning
of a new joint agency parallels current deliberations across the border that
are aimed at establishment of a new "Lutheran Council in the United States
of America."

Meanwhile, the Canada District of the ALC has voted overwhelmingly to
organize itself as an autonomous Evangelical ILutheran Church of Canada.
The proposal will be submitted to the ALC's general convention in Columbus
(Ohio) this October.

Tt calls for the district!s 320 congregations to hold a constituting
convention in November 1966, The new body would then begin functioning in

1967,

The 350 Missouri Synod congregations last spring defeated a proposal
to make of their Lutheran Church-~Canada an independent church body.
Actually, however, 78 per cent of the congregations supported the move,
and it failed only because the necessary two-thirds majority was not O b
tained in one of the three districts: Ontario.

Planning for continuation as a federation of congregations, the LC-C
has asked the Missouri Synod to study the sdvisability of a separate
theological seminary in Csnada to serve its three districts.

Other recommendations submitted to the parent Church call for an
administrative counselor for the Missouri Synod in Canada, creation of a
publication to serve =21l three districts, full-time staff for the LC-C,
and issuance of a revised hymnal.

Al
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ASK MISSQURI SYNOD TO WORK
NITH LWF WORLD MISSION GROUP 24 September 1964
8T. LOUIS (Misscuri), USA -~ Continued coordination of overseas mission
work with the Lutheran World Federation's Commission on World Mission has
been receommended by a committee which represented the Lutheran Church--
Migsouri Synod at the commission's annuzl meeting in Uppsala this summer.

The recommendations were included in a report submitted to the synod's
board of directors here in September. The report expressed apprcciation for
the active role the Missouril Synod representatives were invited to play
during the Uppsals meeting.

The committee asked the synod to continue to participate in consultations
and in coocrdination of efforts in the future. These contacts present
"opportunities for the synod to keep abreast of developments in the mission
movement, to make necessary adjustments in our programs, and to coordinate
for more efficient gospel outreach," Dr. Oliver R. Harms, synod president,
salild.

Attending the CWM sessions were the Rev. C. Thomas Spitz, chzirman of the
synod's Board for Missions in North and South America, the Rev, Justus P,
Kretzmann, chairman of the Board for Parish Education, and Dr. W. F. Bulle,
head of the synocd's medical mission program.

S0

NORWEGIAN SEAMEN'S MISSION
LEADERS DECORATED BY KING 24 September 1964
BERGEN, Norway -- King Olav V conferred the title of Commonder of the
Danebrog Order on two leaders of the Norwegian Seamen's Mission on the
occasion of the agency's centennial celebration here the end of August.

Recipients of the honor wore the general secretary Johsnnes Lardal and
the chairman, 5. Fougner, who is a bank manager. Mr. Fougner was also
named a Knight of St. Olav,

At the 100th anniversary assembly of the society, 1,100 delegates from
throughout Norwzy voted to establish new seamen's centers on the island of
Trinidad off the coast of Venezuela and at Durban, South Africa.

These will bring to 34 the total number of port stations maintained
around the world by the Norwegian Seamen's Mission, which is the largest
Lutheran agency of 1ts kind in any land. The mission works in 20 countries
on all the continents,

The King himself, who is the agency's chief patron, was present for the
festivities, Among others in attendance were the Minister for Education and
Church Affairs and numerous invited Norwegian and foreign churchmen, in-
cluding six bishops.

On Sept. 15, Det Norske Veritas, a marine insurance company, observed
its own centenary by donating 100,000 crowns ($14,010) to its "twin"
organization,

B
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AUGUSTA VICTORIA PHYSICIAN
NAMED JORDAN HE4LTH MINISTE 18 September 1964

AMMAN, Jordan ~- A staff doctor of the Lutheran World Federation's
fupusta Viectorias Hospital in Jerusalem has been appointed Minister of
Health in the government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,

He is Dr. fmin Majaj, chief of the hospital's pediatric section, who
has been conducting pioneer research into a rare kind of anemia found in

Araly children.

In recogniticn of his achievements in this field, Xing Huszeein in
February 19635 conferred upon Dr. Majaj the 4l Kawkab Medal, first grade.

S0n
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NEW GUINEA MISSION PILOT 2
DIES OF CRASH INJURIES 18 September 1964

LAE, New Guinea -- Captein Ray Jaensch, chief aviator and aircrait
technician of the huge Iutheran Mission New Guinea, has died of Injuries
suffereqd in the crash of a mission plane he was piloting. :

One of four passengers on the ill-fated Dornier DO-27 was seriously
injured, while the other three were unhurt, '

Captain Jaensch, a veteran lay missionary from Bustralia, was respected
among his associates as a dedicated Christian. He leaves his wife and four
children,

4 memorial service was conducted in his honor by the president-general
of the United Evangelical Iutheran Church in Australia, Dr. Max Lohe, on
Septe. 6 at Murray Bridge, Australia, where Captain Jensch's parents live,

The Dornier, a seven-passenger plane costing 16,000 Australian pounds
(#36,000), was dedicated to the mission's use late in 1961. Capable of
making short takeoffs and landings, it was able to use jungle landing strips
ordinarily =accessible only to tiny one-passenger aircraft.

It was purchased in unassenmbled form and put together in New CGuinea by
personnel of the mission's avistion department.

0
ANDRE APPEL LEAVES FRENCH
PROTESTANT FEDERATION _ 18 September 1964

STRASBOURG, France -~ Dr. André Appel, former general secretary of the
Protestant Federation of France, was installed as pastor of Temple Neuf
here on Sept. 13.

Dr. Appel decided to return to the parish ministry of his Ghurch after
serving eight years in the federation post at Paris. Barlier, he had been
successively a parish pastor at Wissembourg (4lsace) and student chaplain
at the Cité Universitaire in Paris,

He is chairman of the new Continuation Committee on Student Work which
the Lutheran World Federation's Executive Committee established during its
meeting this summer at Reykjavik, Icecland.

He was also a member of the federation's former Committee on Student
Work, which was dissolved last year in connection with the Heleinki Assembly.

Dr., Appel's successor as general secretary of the Protestant Federation
is a Reformed clergyman, the Rev. Albert Nicolas, who will assume his duties
on " Octu 1,

=
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EAST GERMANY RELEASES
MANY IMPRISONED PASTORS 18 September 1964

BERLIN -~ Numerous Protestant pastors and lay church workers--including
the Rev. Werner Arnold, popular preacher of St. Mary's church in East
Berlin-~have been among the hundreds of '"political prisoners™ guietly re-
leased from Soviet Zone confinement in recent months.

According to a church source, all those on the intercession list of
the congregations of the Evangelical Church in Germany have now been set
free from the priscns and concentration camps.

This was a list of Protestant clergy and laymen who had been arrested
since 1945 in the German Democratic Republic (DDR) for acts inspired by
their Christian conscience.

Pastor Arnold was released in July and transported with his wife and
child to West Berlin after nearly ninc months of "investigative custody.!

To avoid aggravating a delicate church-state situation, Evangelical
officials publicized neither his release nor his arrest last October. He
was accused of "serious violation of the law," including "extensive traffic
of human beings" to the West.

_ A citizen of West Germany born in Bad Godesberg, Pastor Arnocld 13 years
ago offered to serve in the DDR, where he was assigned to the Evangelical
Church in Berlin-Brandenburg and granted a limited residential permit.

Nine years ago he was assigned to the historic Marienkirche, the only
major Berlin church that escaped heavy damage during World War II bombings.

His responsibilities there increased after the erection of the Berlin
Wall in 1961, since Dr., Heinrich Grilber~-still the titular dean of St. Mary's
but a resident of West Berlin--was no longer permitted to cross the sector
boundary.

Dean Griliber had preached to large congregations in St. Mary's for a
number of years, especially after the exclusion of Bishop Otto Dibelius,.

Following Pastor Arnold's sudden arrest last Oct. 21, not only were he
and his wife subjected to numerous interrogations, but the St. Mary's
sanctuary, cemetery and church offices were forcibly searched for documents
and refugees.

One Western newspaper called the police raid "unique in the history of
anti-clerical actions in Germany."

Soviet Zone authorities charged that Pastor Arnold had systematically
aided an American secret service agent in West Berlin.

Long efforts by church officials finally produced an agreement that led
to his release on July 3. He and his family were immediately flown to Bonn,
and then they visited his aged parents in Bad Godesberg. Pastor Arnold is
now serving a congregation in Oldenburg.

il
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LUTHERAN MISSIONS FORM
COMMITTEE ON TANGANYIKA 18 September 1964

GENEVA -~ Mission agencies assisting the BEvangelical Iutheran Church
in Tanganyika and its seven synods and dioceses have voted to form a
committee for consultation on all phases of assistances.

Known as the Committes for the Coordination of issistance to the ELCT,
it will meet annually as a forum for discussion and review of the wide
spectrum of assilstance programs carried on in Bast Africa by more than a
dozen mission boards and societies.

4t the same sessions, the committee will study assistance policies as
well as budget and other requests from both the Church and its synods and
dioceses.

The Rev. Ruben Pedersen, associzte director of the Lutheran World
Federation's Department of World Mission, reported at LWF headquarters here
that the action was taken by representatives of the mission agencies during
s conforence which preceded the annual meeting of the federation's Commission
on World Mission this summer. i

It deferred for at least three years an earlier proposal tor s cus
operative assistance program which had been designated JCT, the Joint Committee
on Assistance to the Mission of the Iutheran Church in Tanganyikea.

Under that proposal, support currently provided by the mission agencics
to individual synods and dioceses would be integrated through JCT for
final allocation by the central office of the ALCT.

Final =ction on the JCT proposal, which was drafted last year, was poste-
poned until the general assembly of the ELCT had been held "so that the will
of the ELCT may be known by those who would form the JCT,"

Efforts by the general assembly to draft an amendment to its constitution
to permit implementation of the proposed program were unproductive during
a five-~day session in June.

The resolution calling for the subsequent Committee for the Coordination
of Assistance noted, however, that "the ELCT has declared it is its adn
tthat its synods and dioceses receive assistance of funds, personnel, and
scholarship through one channel of the Church.t"

Tt fupther noted that the overseas Churches, mission boards and agencies
welcomed the decision and declared themselves Yready to plan their future
assistance in such a way as to further the realization of this aim.”

Under provisions of the resolution, the existence of the committee is
limited to a three-year period, ending Dec. 31, 1967.

The limitation was imposed "in the hope that by that time there may be
gencral agreement among all parties concerned regarding a pabttern which will
provide a unifisd source for support to the ELCT and a single channel for
the receipt and appropriate distribution of such support, ! the resolution said.

(MORE)
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In addition, the resolution praovides:

-That all requests, "prefersbly channeled through the central office of
the BELCT," Dbe studied by the total cormittee, along with related statements
by BLCT leadership, "in the light of the total needs and opportunities of the
Church."

-That decisions related to the requests be made by '"the churches, boards,
and =agencies regpectively according to the procedures which they have
followed or may adopt."
~-That funds granted toward the budget submitfed be channeled through the
central office of the ELCT and that copies of related correspondence be made
available to the leadership of the Church.

Representatives of the 15 mission agencies currently providing support
were asked to advise LWF/WM of plans to participate on the committee, the
associate director said,

The department will prepare the agenda for the committeels first meeting
next spring. The committee meebings will be held in conjunction with the
annual meetings of the LWF Commission on World Mission, and committee orga-
nization will be undertaken at the initial sessicn next year.

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 14 to O with one abstention.

The BEvangelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika was formed a year ago
through a merger of seven Churches which had previously worked together for
3, pwrlad of five years under a federation.

41l seven Cburchco, now known as synods or dioceses, developed din
separate Lutheran mission fields as a result of work which is carried on now
by the 15 mission boards and agencies., The oldest field dates back more than
80 years.

The mission agencies are cocmposed of five from Germany, two each from the
United Statcs (with Canada), Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, and one each from

Finland and the Netherlands.

5

MALAYSTA APPOINTS LUTHERAIN

TO LMmauY 1IN BANGKOK 18 Sentember 1964

BLNGKOK, Thailand -- 4 prominent Asian Lutheran layman, V. D, Pitchai
Pillai, has become a diplomatic officer in the ¢mbassy of Malaysia here.

Previously the state information officer in Penang, balm5s¢ﬂ, he has

been named to a three~yecar term here as sescond secretary and information
attaché.

orn 50 years ago in India's Tamil country, he has led the Tamil
Lutherans of Malaysia in persuading the Church of Sweden Mission to help
them develop a strong church life in their adopted homeland.,

B e
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LUTHERANS DECLINE TO JOIN
NORWEGIAN FREE CHURCE COUNCIL 18 September 1964

MELZY, Norway =-- The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of Norway
decided at its annual synod meeting here that it could not form part of
a council of free Churches in accordance with regulations that have been
proposed.

Delegates rather asked the synodical board to inquire into the
possibility of setting up a joint council with the national Lutheran Church
to 'deal with questions of mutual interest.

Fear was expressed here that the establishment of a Norwegian Free
Church Council (Frikirkerad) might easily contribute to the development of
a front between the Free Church and the national Church of Norway.

It was argued that since the 19,000-member Free Church has a Iutheran
doctrinzal basis, and confessional as well as Scriptural yardsticks have to
be applied to many practical matters, participation in such a Free Church
Council would appear unnatural and difficult,

However, the synod recognized the need for the different free Churches
to work together in affairs of a practical church character in which they
-have a common interest.

At its Mclgy meeting, held in August, the synod also re-electcd the
Reve Jens Lund Andersen c¢f Oslo as its president.

It further approved a proposal to set up in Oslo a new "Lutheran Bible
and Congregation Seminary" (Luthersk Bibel- og Menighetsseminar) for
training religion teachers znd other church workers. Its opening is
scheduled for 1965,

The curriculum of the seminary is so designed as to qualify its students
to take the examinations of the University of Oslo for religion teachers
in the schools.

e

LUTHERAN HOUR RESPONSE SETS
RECORD FOR MANILA STATION 18 Beptember 1964

MANILA, Philippines -=- Initial broadcast of a new Iutheran Hour pro-
gram brought the larpgest audience response in the 20~year history of Radio
Station DZRH here,

Called "May Ningning Ang Buhay" (There is beaunty in 1life that makes it
worth living), the Tagalog-language dramatic program is written and directed
by Dr. Kigaya Perez, president of the Philippine Women Writers Association,
who is a Lutheran.,

The program episodes are planned by s radio committes composed of
Manila area members of the Lutheran Church in the Philippines, a Missouri
Synod-related body. Professional radio talent is employed in production.

(MORE)
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Aim of the weekly program 1s to reach persons whe do not normally
listen to a religious broadeast, It is hoped the dramatic format will
provide listener apneal and at the same time prescnt a positive Christian
MesSsa8Ce

Listeners to the Tagalog Lutheran Hour drama aré offered a gold lapel
cross., The Lutheran Hour's Manila office received more than 500 requests
for the emblem during the first week after the initial broadcast.

Anacleto B, Natividad, office manager, described the response as
overwhelnming,

"We recognize,'" he szid, "that the gold cross is an attractive offer,
but what the responses really tell us is that many people are listening.
Those who write in become potential students in our Bible correspondence
courses, "

The Lutheran Hour is broadcast also in Bnglish and Ilocano over nine
stations throughout the Philippine Islands. From Manila it is beamed by
short-wave in ten languages to Japan, China, Indonesia and India,

0%

DANES TO HEAR BILLY GRAHAM
NEXT MAY; BERLINERS IN 1966 18 September 1964

COPENHAGEN ~- Dr, Billy Graham, world-famed American evangelist, will
conduct crusades in Copenhagen in May 1965 and in West Berlin in October

1966,

Representatives of his evangelistic associatlion have met with local
groups in both cities to work out plans. Dr. Grahem's Copenhagen meetings
will be held in the Forum from May 9 to 16 next year, while the Berlin ones
are to be in the Kongresshalle on Oct., 16-23, 1966,

In connection with his crusade here, the possibility was explored of
arranging single meetings in Norway, Finland and Sweden arcund the same
periocd,

Dr., Graham had a crusade in Berlin in 1960. According to one press
report, "many Christian leaders believe that the time is now opportune for
another large-scale gospel outreach! din that city.

It was reported that the Copenhagen meetings will be the only ones the
evangelist will conduct outside the United States during 1965, in the belief
that he should stay in his cwn country at that time and speak to his fellow
Americans on the race situation.

s
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NEW GUINEA LEADERS RISE
RAPIDLY FROM CANNIBALISM 18 September 1964

PORT MORESBY, New Guinea == "Where are you from?%"

The question was directed by Dr. A. C. Frerichs, a missionary of the
American Lutheran Church, to Ugi Biritu, one of the ILutheran members of
the House of Assembly, this country's new legislature.

They were conversing in Dr. Frerichs' home here during a reception
for the 11 Lutherans among the 64 MHA's that make up New Guinea's first
national representative governing btody.

"I am from Kiseweroka in the Eastern Highlands," Mr. Biritu
replied,

"Do you know," Dr. Frerichs asked, "that I was the first missionary
in your village and that the morning I arrived there, your people had
just finished eating a girl?2"

The lawmaker's eyes dropped. He didn't say a word.

Actually, the incident that the missionary recalled had occured more
than 16 years ago, when Ugi Biritu was only a boy.

It was a damp foggy morning early in May, 1948, when Missionary
Frerichs went into the village of XKiseweroka. The pit fire was still
emoldering in the village square. After a little while the students with
the missionary sized up the situation,

The villagers had eaten a girl the night before. The people seemed
friendly enough and the missionary didn't see any reason to become alarmed.
Two weeks were spent in the arca, but not one cemetery was found.

The people said: "Our stomachs are our cemeteries, If you bury the
dead, worms eat their bodies, But if you eat them, they are not leost. We
stop crying after we have caten our dead. Furthermore, human flesh is
good, even better than pork,"

A few months later, the missionary returned with Evangelists Sera
and Gomal and stationed them in Kisewsrcka. They built a2 house and began
to learn the language of the people.

When the big chieftain died, his last will was: "Take my body into
the deep jungle and eat me because my word was law in this village. I told
you when to plant and when to fight. I had everything to say. By eating
me, you will be able to carry on as you will receive strength from me."

Finally the evangelists gained the confidence of the people and began
to tell them about a just and holy God. One night, like Nicodemus of old,
a leader of the village came to Evangelist Sera with two sticks.

"Do you see these sticks?" he asked. "The notches on the one stick
stand for all the affairs I've had with different women. The notches on
the other represent all the people I've helped kill and eat. I know that
this was wrong. What am I to do?"

(MORE)
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Evengelist Sera pointed this cannibal to Christ, and he was saved that
night. Later he was baptized together with many other villagers. A church
was built and a congregation established.,

Out of this changed community came Ugi Biritu to represent his people
in the House of Assembly here. As they came together to begin deliberations,
he and 12 other MHA's were seen at a Sunday morning service in Port Moresbhy's
Good Shepherd ILutheran church.

Seven of them were baptized members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of New Guinea, onc of the Missouri Synod-related Wabag Lutheran Church.

That evening, all Protestant MHA's were invited to a special service
in the same church to ask God's blessing on the new House of Assembly,
scheduled to convene for the first time the next daye

It was after this service that the conversation took place which
dramatized New Guinea's rapid rise from cannibalism to representative national
government.

g

LUTHERANS PLAN MINISTRY
TO OLYMPIC PARTICIPANTS 18 September 1964

TOKYO -~ Besides their regular Japanese-language worship schedule,
Lutheran churches of Tokyo will hold services in at least five other langu~
ages for athletes and spectators at the Olympic Games here in October.

At four congrepgations of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church, services
and other pastoral ministrations will be offered in accordance with the
following plan:

Finnish, the Rev. Shogoro Ushimaru, Ikebukuro church; Norwegian, the
Rev. Leif Salomonsen, Ichigaya church; Danish, the Rev, F., Leth-Larsen, same
church; ©English, the Rev. Denki Honda, Tokyo church; German, the Rev,
Masami Ishii, Musashino church.

This is the largest number of languages listed for any Protestant body
on the official Olympic register. None of the six other bodies is eited for
more than one language in addition to Japanese,

For its part, the Japan Mission of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
is making '"get acquainted" plans for Lutherans at the Olympic Games. It
has named an Olympic committee headed by the Rev. Ronald Astzlos.

Plans for visitors include opportunities to meet mission personnel,
to see the mission "at work," and to become acquainted with at least one
Japanese family by visiting their home. Special fellowship meetings are
also being arranged.

Other Lutheran religious activity among the Olympic visitors is also
under consideration. A proposal has been made public in Norway to station a
chaplain from that country--such as a scamen's pastor--in the Olympic village
during the games, to serve his co-nationals among the athletes.

=0
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U.S. YOUTH GROUP PLANS 4
OVERSEAS WORK CAMPS 18 September 1964

PHILADELPHIA -- Youth of ths Lutheran Church in America will have an
opportunity to volunteer for overseas service through their Church's youth
organization next year.

The Rev. Carl Manfred, executive secretary of the Luther League,
official LCA youth auxiliary, said a work camp in Tanganylka is planned
with a possibility of another to be organized in France. Both would bhe in
the summer of 1965,

Pastor Manfred, who is alsc direcctor of the LCA Commission on Youth
Activities, said plans are undorway to select four or five LCA leaguers to
help with construction of a training center for young people and voluntary
youth leaders in Northwestern Tanganyika.

The Canadian and U.S. volunteers will be jeined by a similar group from
the Church of Sweden and they all will work with Tanganyikan young pecple
on the project., i *

Pastor Manfred also spoke of the possibility of 2 work camp in July
1965 in France. The proposed work, he said, would e on a parish house of
a mission congregation at Pontault-Combsult in the Parie suburbs.

Pastor Manfred reported that 227 leaguers participated din 15 work
camps this summer in North America. These camps are group efforts to help
persons, families, apencies or communities solve problems,

L0

NLC RADIO~-TV DEPARTMENT
TO CEARE OPERATIONS 18 September 1964

NEW YORK -~ The National Lutheran Council's Department of Radio and
Television will cease cperations as of Dec. 31 after eisght years of cuoperative
activity in broadcasting.

The Lutheran Church in America decided at its biennial convention in
July to terminate its participation in the department at the close of 1964,
leaving the American Lutheran Church as the only member. A&s there is no
precedent for a single church body to carry on a regular area of work in

the NLC, the departmental committee voted here to discontinue the BLSNCY

The department was launched in 1956 by the four bodies that now com—
prise the ALC and by the Augustana Lutheran Church, now a part of the LCA..

For the past two years, the LCA has cooperated in the department to the
extent of past participation by Augustana, but its future activities in
thoese media will be centered in its own Commission on Press, Radio and
Television.

However, the NLC's Division of Public Relations, of which the department
has been a part, may assume certain consulting and coordinating functions in
radio and television on behalf of the LCA and ALC, in line with its mandate
to "publicize and interpret the faith, objectives and prograns of the «

Lutheran Church" through the various media of communication.

s
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Dear Friend and Co~Worker:

UPPSALA, SWEDEN celebrated in
July this year
the 800th anniversary of the founding
of the Archbishopric of Uppsala. Last
month the 16th annual meeting of the
IWF Commission on World Mission was
held there. It was attended by approxi-
mately 165 people from 24 countries
representing nearly 7 0 churches and
mission agencies. Participants spent
eight busy deys 1in study, discussion
“and practical planning. They heard and
discussed three lectures dealing with
Islam:

A. Introduction to Modern Islam
'B. Survey of the Christian Mission
to Muslim Peoples Flles
C. Problems and Practice in the
Christian Approach to Islam

(Copies of these papers are available to
readers of the Newsletter upm request).

A Committee on Islam presented concrete
proposals for positive follow=-up on the
basic issues presented 1n the studies.
The CWM meeting also:

1. Heard reports on and set forth pro-
posals for continuation <f the work
begun at consultations held earlier
this year on the Church and the
Jewish People and the Heallng Minis try

- i the Mission of the Church;

2. Expanded the 1964 -~ 1965 DWM writing
competition toinclude poetry as well
as short stories. ( Full details a-
vailable upon request);

3.

e Lutheran World Federation

150 route de Perney
Genteva, Switzerland

Reviewed the progress of the IWNF Com-
munity Development Validation and
Iiaison Service (LWADS) noting. that
since its establishment Y2 years agp
it has validated and found. suppQrt
for over 70 Community Development
projects in Africa, Asia and Iatin
America worth some $ 7,000,000;

Noted with particular appreciation
the expangion of Radio Voice of the
Gospel and the increase in number of
area studios. These studios have been
compared by an African to "kitchens
where the food is prepared" and the
station to " the dining room table
where the food is spread for eating;

Approved a total of some 40 projects
of assistance to +the churches in
Africa and Asia for the 1965 program;

6. Authorized the appointment of a con~

sultant to the churches in the field
of Christian Bducation Curriculaj

RequeSte&,DWM.to carry out a study of
possibilities for more effesctive work
in mass communication in the Far East;

Accepted the nwvitatiay of the Lutheran
Church in Jordan to hold the 1965 CWM
meeting in Jerusalem, and set up the
following schedule for the meeting::

April 26-27 RVOG.Boar$ of Directors
April 28-29 Pre-CWM Committees
April 29 evening -

May 6 noon  Full CWM Meeting

o inen g

i Ne | etter. ..

Department of World Mission




THE BONUS in this Newsletter
is the 1964 Annual
Report of DWM Director Dr. Arne Sovik.
Its presentation at Uppsala stimulated
a lively discussion particularly on the
matter of mission agency-church relation-
ships. The report will repay careful
reading.

LATIN AMERICA has moved signifi-
cantly to the fore-
front in ecumenical thinking through
recognition by Protestants and Ronian
Catholics of the fact that neither can
reckon without the other in carrying
out its mission on that continent. There
are emerging the first signs of an aware-
ness of and, hopefully,' even "respect
for each others' presence and Judgments
on the Latin American scene! In January
this year eight Protestants were guest
participants in a Catholic Inter-American
Conference. One of the papers presented
at the conference is summarized below
as presented by D.S. Green in a paper
read to the WCC Latin America Working
Party.

We believe much of this material can be
applied to your situation and  your
church, even though it was prepared by
Roman Catholics for Roman Cathellco.}kre
it ks .

"Ten subjects were covered as necessi-
tles in the "enormous and complex task
of v1tallzlng the Church in Tatin
America: : i

1. Creatirg " family " A community ) .
' rather than organization. The best
-of organizations is never of itself

Church, nor will it cause Church.
The effort  must be made ' to create
spiritual family — warm, ., intimate,

loving, self-sacrificial. Once
formed, "family" will find its own
structure ~ berhaps heretofore un-

dreamed of structures.'

Building " Church ", rather than
schools or even churches. The essence
of Church is Community of people in

Christ. There is a noticeable lack
of Christian community in Iatin
America today =~ a lack which

thousands of schools, hbspitals, or
temples will not £ill. A building,
if it 1is not the ~expression of the
faith, love, and unity of a Christim
community, 1is merely . an - empty,
meaningless symbol. It would be
tragic to add more .such symbols to
a land already plagued by innumera-
ble symbols.

Forming social, rather than merely

‘individual conscience. The world is
' fast going colkctive and is strongly
‘reacting to individualism.
‘be Jesus,

Will it
Paul or John XXIIT or
Marx, Ienin and” Castre who form
that comscience? :

Forming a Saintly People and not
merely Saints. We shall be Jjudged
as members of a family, not solely

as dhdividials « .« o«

Forming a_Committed, not merely a

Knowledgeable people.. Our cate-

chetical and preaching  methods in
the past have too much concentrated
on informing people rather than
forming them. (The need of "commit-
ment", incidentally, was sounded by

any number of the speakers._ A few
indicated some insight into the
dynamics of +the evangelical sense

of commitment.)

Focusing the Sacraments as encoun-

ters with Christ rather than as

' statistical reception. Mere recep -

! _Q.f the ..

tion o the sacraments, in the light
condition of the Church in

. latin Ameérica, would be useless, if

not harmful. If  necessary, for a
time, tle number of people frequent-
ing the sacraments should be reduced
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to those who approach them as
encounters with Christ,their leader
in the battlie for ILatin America,
and as a renewal of commitment to
Christ in community.

Striving for fulfillment of the law
and not mere cbservance. The legal-
istic,minimal preachment of the law

. has seriously harmed the Christian

dynamic in latin America.The proper
Christian attitude should be one of
fulfillment. The true Christian
does more in charity than the law
requires.Such a standard might pos-
sibly reduce, for a time,the number
of practicing {athelics, but it

would create a dy.amic image of
Christ 4in His Church in Tatin
America.

Forming Christians in Society, ot
members of Christian Societies.
Latin America is moving irrevocably
toward a pluralistic culture. The
Church's preachment in the past has
been tied to a unigue Catholic cul-
ture. TIest the Church become just
another interesting relic, it must
change its postUre and institutions.
The Church is no more the end than
1t is the founder -- but rather the
Way » We should aim at forming
Christians in society -- in politi-
cal parties, in universities, in
professions, A unlond,  eto,,
rather than Catholic universities,
Catholic unions, etc.

Projecting the faith not merely mo-

teeting it. The Church must be the
leaven, the salt, the light that
shines brighter than all the rest.
t he Truth

Seeking rather than

claiming it.Priests are desperately

needed,but nct an occupation force.
The Latin Ame€rican Church can, with

Aol

~difficulty,

re-establish itself --
prinecipatly by itself. Help 1s
needed, but not to be sent indis-
criminately.

The priest going to ILatin America
should be:

A catalyst =-=- not the substance of
a change;

A thought provoker -- rather than a
mere teacher;

A revolutionary -- not a modernizer
(Many of the Church's institutions
in Latin America are not only anti-
quated but irrelevant;  the inro-~-
vator is needed; not just the re-
novator;the goal must be not to re-~
novate the Church inherited.. from
16 th Century Spain and. . Portugal,
but rather to produce the new Iatin
American Church of the 20th Century);

A discoverer rather than an admin-
istrator(there is little or nothing

to administrate in much of Latin
America but dead or dylng insti-
tutions; on the other hand the ex-
pression of the People of God in

Latin America has yet to be found);

A brother rather than a father in

the Christian family;

A man of divine rather than of ecc-
lesiastical faith (the need is not
for men whe believe 1in the methods

and institutions of the Church ~-
evenn in the sacraments themselves
as automatic responses == rather,

the need is for men of divine faith:
the man who deeply and unreservedly
believes in the creative forece of
the Word of God he preaches; faith
that the Word,left completely free,
will create a sun and a moon and
stars =-- 1in short, a new world, a
new People of God;
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A creator of liturgy rather than a
mere performer: using both the tra-
ditional forms and biblical language,
the priest must createa Ililturgy that
expresses the great mystery of modern
incarnation, as it unfolds in the
community. He who merely performsa
sget liturgy expresses someone elseh
growth and experience in Christ but

- not that of his own community. He is
the lover reading from a book of
verse, but not speaking from the
heart.” :

A recent meeting of Romen Catholic Church
leaders in the US stated that the church
An Latin Ameriea néeds 100,000 new priests
and have called on the Bishops of the US
to send a "tithe" of their personnel to
Latin America! iy

Yours in Christ,

Arne Sovik
Ruben Pedersen
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR - 1964

The Director's report has often been the vehicle by which we on the staff

have brought before you some of our concerns, hopes and personal opinions.
This year it is given to an almost completely new Commission, and for this
reason 1t is Titting that it provide more of a comprehensive factual statement
of, what has gone on in the year's work than usual.

Helsinki made a number of proposals for change in LWF structure. The con-
sequences are not very apparent yet except in the handling of our financial
affairs, where in the interest of coordination a new and somewhat more
complex procedure is being adopted. The new procedure will require CWM to
meet from 1965 on in the spring. While this may make for some difficulties
in the churches we work with in the preparation of budgets, it should not,
I hope, affect the attendance at our meeting. :

More significant perhaps is the emphasis given to the word "global" in
Helsinki's description of the functions of the ILWF. If this emphasis is
to be firmly interpreted it will commit CWM to a much broader concern than

- it now has -- to mission on six continents -- and will tie together (in

thelr relation to the LWF at any rate) those agencies of our member churches
all over the world dealing with "home" and overseas missions.
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The work, as it has been carr ed out this last year, has included four
general categories of activity: consultation, study, financial and per-
sonal aid, and project administration.
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The most important consultative opportunity is provided by the meeting of
CWM. We are agreeably surprised this year to note that the number of con-
sultants (not including Commissioners, staff, etc.) at the 1964 CWM meeting
will not be far below the record number of about 135 - last year's meeting.
There will be a greater number of committees than ever. For some years

the need has been felt for Lutherans to look more closely at the Muslim
world dith which, particularly in Africa, we are coming increasingly into
contact, but to which we have in the past given relatively little attention.
OQur special lectures will deal with this issue.

More limited consultations have also occurred. In our Agenda there is
reference to and the findings of two very important and timely specialized
consultations. The one on "The Church and the Jewish People" was held

at the specific commission of the LWF Executive Committee. Its findings
include recommendations for action by CWM, the Commission on World Service,
and the Executive Committee, and for further work,
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The Consultation on the Healing Ministry was held in cooperation with WCC/DWME,
and provided an excellent example of the kind of ccoperatlon that can take
place among ecumenical organlzatlons. This was 2 "six-continent" consul-'
tation; what it said was no less s lmportant to the older than to the younger
churches. It is to be hoped th@t it will be taken seriously.

Preparation is now in process for the coming Asian and African Lutheran
Conferences. The first will take place in October 1964, in Ranchi, India;
the second in Addis Ababa a year from October. All of these conferences
have required a great deal of preparatory work.

Staff has taken part in many other consultations anc meetings as a part of

the work . . . 'In all since we last met one cr more members of the Depa; -
ment have made visits for purposes of consultation, meetings and personal
contacts in 29 ‘countries. This seems an extraordinary number, and it may

not happen every year. This year we have been Jjoined by two new staff mumbefs,"
whose abllity immediately to take a very active and useful part in the work

has been enhanced by considerable travels. Pastor Manfred Lundgren and

Pastor Yoshirc Ishida have come toc us with rich experience and the kind of
ability that has made them valued leaders of the churches in which they have
worked before. The assignment of Mr. Lundgren and Mr. Ishida as secretaries for
Africa and Asia respectively will make it increasingly possible for the assoclate

director and myself to carry responsibility for matters not geographically limited.

We have been blessed in Geneva with a very large number of visitors, some
of whom came to discuss particular problems, and others to help us in our
work or for general purposes. It is of very great value to be located in
the same bulldlng as the WCC, for it makes possible mutual consultation and
assistance with a minimum of effort.

Consultation by currespondence is of course another important aspect of

our work. We have been able to provide information and to obtain it when

we don't have 1% for many oorresponuentm who write on everything from

church constitutional practice to the name and home of a retired missionary.

I should like té digress here for a moment to note one or two of the issues
that, because they come up again and again ia our consultatlons, seem to us :
to be of particularly serious concern in the 1life and work of the churches and
missions. '

One is that of the relation between churches and missions., For years we have
all been concerned about the development of a healthy relationship between
the indigenous churches and their partner agencies, the missions, The term

partnership in mission" is now many years old. But the fact 1s that we seem e

not yet to have learmed what it means. The place of the mission was once
dominant and the migsionaries unassailable. e societies often reminded

one of hens clucking over their ehlckg, and 1ndeed Like“ to think of themselves"

n!?

in the dangerous figure of mothe“
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Today, on the other hand, there are missionary agencies that tend to regard
themselves as simply providers of mouney and people to the younger churches,
because they are so concerned -~ and rightly -- about the autonomy of- these
churches. And some younger chtrches look upon their missionary partners

as so many servants, to be used or ignored or sent home at will . . .

Two facts are to be kept in mind. COne is that there is inevitably and
inescapably going to be difficulty in the amcmalous situation in which the
Myounger" churches find themselves, living with a group of foreigners among
them, usually in positions of cousiderable influence. The other 1s that
there is no perfect way of organization which will resolve these problems.
Men are always searching for systems that will make it unnecessary for them
to be good - and always unsuccessfully.

ﬁOUP tnlngs are neces ary Firat, there is a need for the Spirit's

cleansing in all of us, that we constantly pray: "Lord, revive and cleanse
thy. church, beginning with me." Second, we must really recognize that the
enterprise is a partnership. The mission agency cannot yield 1ts responsi-
bility for use of its resources without guestion to the Asilan or African
church any more than the younger church can leave the PEDPOUolbllltV ta the
mission or missionaries. D.T. Niles has referred to this recently as the
"abdication of missionary responsibility". Third, it is necessary that
continuing adaptation in structure be made to meet a constantly changing
relationship and situation. TFourth, and perhaps most important, we all 5
need a renewal of our semse of mission. A recent visitor to Geueva, on v et e
way: threugh after a loag tour of Asia and Africa, told us he was disturbed
about two things. One was a feeling that missionaries tended to see t%emselves
as engaged in a profession instead of a crusade. The other was the sense that
the younger churches had a declining sense of mission among their people. I
wonder if the key in mission-church relations on the fileld, they key to real
partnership, does not lie precisely here: in the renewal of a sense of
calling. - Partners only get along when they are engaged in a common task that
enables them to forget questlons of prestige and rank and priority. .If we
concentrate on the missions around us yet to be brought to the throne of
Christ the paltry questlon of who has authority oven-whdm will recede ta the
obscure corner it should occupy in the Christian mind. One is our master e
we are all brethren. ; :

There is another practical matter as well that concerns us, and that is the ;
situation in the matter of financial assistance to the churches from outslde.
That the needs continue to mount is easy to understand and can be Justified
in meny cases. But are we not falling on the side both of giving and receiv-
ing? By and large the churches that are placing increasing requesis for help
. before Burcpean and American Chrisitans are not getting their own members

to bring up thelr giving as well, In fact there is evidence that in some
churches, although the standard of living is rising, the per capita giving

is falling. We talk stewardship but do nothing really about it. Part of
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the reason for this is guestionable help from abroad. One wonders if we ought
not to be very serious about our giving by observing two rules. One, that no
help is given that does not call for increased giving locally. The big
foundations long ago learned about pump-priming grants -- churches and missions
do far too 1little of it. The' 'othér is that no "special gifts" for projects

or work that is neither budgetted nor planned for nor coordinated be given.
Again and again one hears of Impulsive and hasty grants being given as a result
of some personal contact or inspiration, while budgetted work goes hungry. This
haphazard and sometimes seml-secret giving may seem compassionate -- fact it is
often irresponsible.

For many years absolute self-support was regarded as the goal. In the presenc
situation that seems to be in some cases neither a possibility nor an ideal, if

it means too great a curtailment of effectiveness in the work. But we must beware
of assistance that actually weakens the will to give of loecal Christians -- and
of any idea that the younger churches are exercising adeguately good stewardship
I have yet to visit one country whose Christians could not without undue strain
give two or three times what they do give to the work of their chureh. ' I

have yet to find any church whose members have been impoverished by their

church contributions, or where increased giving has not proved a blessing.
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The record of our work on studies is neither as thorough-going nor as active as
we should like to see. We do collect information of a uumber of different kinds,
Our files of statistics on Lutheran work in Asia and Africa now cover a decade
and are the most complete to be found anywhere , . . We are beginning work on
the editing of a study on the Lutheran positions on forms of church leadership,
from bishops to church presidents and superintendents. 'This piece of work, I

regret to say, has for various reasons been delayed, and will likely not appea
before. 1966 “« & :

The program of financial and personal assistance to churches and missions has
been of important help in many parts of the world, and we acknowledge with real
appreciation the generous contributions of our churches in America and Europe
that have made it possible. ' ?

In recent years we have provided foreign teaching and medical personnel only to
the Batak Church. This year, we have provided a member of staff also to the
Gossner Church in India. The Rev. C.G. Schmidt, a member of our member church
in Australia, began work as a youth and welfare worker in Ranchi in February.
Staff in Indonesia numbers six men.

Financial help is provided much more widely and takes many forms: capital
grants for buildings and equipment, operating subsidies to churches and missions
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having special needs, assistance to various kinds of training and evangelistic

ministries. Certain churches depend on us for regular annual grants. Others

present requests for special projects that are reguired for the life and mission

of the church. Our total expenditures for this kind of work will come to about
$ 700,000 in 1964, gllghtly more than in 1963.

A special kind of assistance is being given to the South African churches in
1964 and 1965. Dr. Florin, who resigned from the DWM staff after two and a
half good years with us, began in January a two-year study 1n depth of the life
and mission of the Lutheran churches in South Africa.

It should be noted that our program of grants does not include the very large
assistance mediated by the LWF for medical, agricultural, educational and other
community development projects of the churches. A report on the IWF Community
Development Service, jointly operated by three IWE units, will be made elsewhere.
Although this community development work scarcely shows on the budget, it has
required a very considerable amount of staff time, Thanks to generous donors

and careful work a great deal of good has been done by this program. The service
of the churches to their communities 1f growing every year -- and making
inecreasing demands on their resources of people and finances.

The Commission has undertaken in recent years an increasing number of tasks
that require its service as agent, that serve all the churches in the area, The
cost of this kind of work, including the cost of the consultations I have
mentioned above, will come to about $ 400,000 this year, again somewhat more
than in 1963. The largest single item by far on our whole list is the cost of
RVOG in Addis Ababa. As most will recall the radio station is governed by a
special board, a sort of subsidiary of CWM, but its budget is raised by CWM.
Construction of the last antenna system will be completed this year. But
requirements for operating expenses continue to mount. Forturately the amounts
of designated grants for the station are growing slowly. Yet this year they
cover only half of the operating costs, the LWF's share of which will come to
nearly $ 300,000 in 1964,

The DWM scholarship program carries in 1964bcth the highest buiret($40,000) and
the highest number of students on the current list (42) of any year to date.

In many cases our grants are supplementary to assistance given by a missionary
agency. Ve are eager to see the development of institutions in Asia and Africa
that will make it less often necessary to send students farther away to study:
but these seem to develop less rapidly than the desire and need in the churches
for more highly educated leadership.,

A minor task has been to channel gifts of theological literature to the
seminaries of Asia and Africa and Latin America as well. Otherwise CWM's
contribution to meeting the enormous problems of Christian literature for the
younger churches has .been very limited indeed. The prospect of assistance
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coming through the World Council's newly established Christian Literature Fund
is heartening; but it deoes not absolve us of a sense of_responsibility'for :
this area of work., God willing (and that will be evidenced by the availablilty
of human and financial resources) this 1s a fleld in which we should become more
active, ;

It has been a pleasure this year to work in good fellowship within the Depart-
ment, the IWF staff as a whole, and with our member churches and assoclated
mission agencies. Our relationship with other agencles and groups within

the ecumenical movement have been most cordial and helpful. If there have

been suggestions that the LWF and this Commission in particular has hindered

the movement of unity of the churches, there have been counter arguments that

we have been too ecumenlcally oriented. Being fired at from both sides has in
its way been a reassuring situation. In Geneva in October and in Bangkok i1 . ,

- February staff took part in meetings called to discuss the significance of !
world confessional bodies in the 1life of the younger churches. it -!

We were surprised some weeks ago to receive a letter (from an unkown writer)
addressed to the LWF "Department of World Machine". We have often felt we
were operating a treadmill, never catching up and never getting "over the
hump"., But we try, and we hope with some success, to carry on our work not
as a machine but as people working with people, in the greatest task that God
has given Christians, to make His power and His love known in.the world.

Arne Sovik
Director

[
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9 LWF EXECUTIVE UNTT PLANS
Y 1965 MEETING IN TANGANYIKA 9 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland -- Next year for the first time, the Exccutive
Committee of the Lutheran World Federation will hold its annual meeting
in Africz, it decided here on Sept. kL,

The 1965 meeting will take place in Tanganyika from June 14 to 19,
in response to an invitation extended by the committee's third vice-
president, Bishop Stafano P. Moshi, head of the Evangelical Imtheran
Church in Tanganyiks,

For its 1967 meeting, the committee accepted an dnvitation presented
by Dr. Earl J. Treusch, executive director of the Canadian Iutheran Council,
to make Ottawa the site. The occasion will be Canada's celebration of
its centenary. The place of the 1966 meeting has not yet been settled.
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SIX LUTHERAN GROUPS
GRANTED ILWF AFFILIATION 9 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland -- Membirship applications from two Lutheran Churches
in Rumania and one in Tanganyika were cpproved by the Executive Committee of
the Lutheran World Federation at its annual meeting here on Sept. 4.

E : - i
In addition, the committees grgntun the status of "recognized congregations
1

b =
to single Lutheran parishes in Brussels, Belgium; Mexico City, and Guayaquil,
Ecuador.

Acceptance of the three new member Churches, in accordance with the
LWF Constitution, will be effsctive sfter one year if, 4dn the meantime, not
more than one-third of the pressent member Churches communicate an obgection.

Reception of all six Tu ran groups would mean that the federation would

have 70 member Churches and ?*gcquawd congregaltions in Lo countries.

The Rumanian Churches arc the 184%,000-member Evangelical Church of the
Augsburg Confession, a German-speaking body, and the 32,000-member Zvangelical
Synodal-Preshbyterial Church of the #ugsburg Confession, a Hungarian onc.

In approving admission of the 400,000-member Bvangelical Lutheran Church
in Tanganyika, the LWF actusally sustains a net loss ef five in its membershiyp
roll. The Church was formed last year by the union of that country's seven

Tutheran Churches, of which six werc members of the federation.

The 250-member Holy Trinity Evangelical Luthersn church of Brussels is
the first congregation outside South Amcrica to be given recognized status
by the LWF,

Until now, such status has been accorded to provide =2 kind of relationship
with Lutheran congregations in countrics where the federation had no member
Church.

However, precedent has becen broken in this respect as far as the 3,620-
member German-speaking Lutheran eghurch of Mexico City is concerned, since the
Mexican Lutheran Church, a 8pani.a-speaking body, is already an LWF member,

The third new "recognized congregation" is the 400-member Our Savior's
Iutheran churth in Guayaguil. It was originally part of the Lutheran con-
gregation in Quito, EBcuador, which was granted rec ognized status in 1257.
However, it was recently rcorganized as an indepcndent congregation and askcd
for separate recognition,

el
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FEDERATION TO ORGANIZE
OVERSEAS WORKERS' SERVICE 9 Scptember 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland -- Organization of a liaison service to help church
agencies in the recruitment and placement of oversesas volunteer and short-
term workers was authorized by the Lutheran World Federation's Executive
Committee here on Sept. 3,

The service is to be a joint agency of the federation's Commissions on
World Mission and World Service, along the lines of their Community Develop-
ment Service established 2 1/2 years #go. Sponsorship of the CDS now is
shared also by the Commission on Latin America.

According to its charter, the workers! service would engage in the
following activities, among others:

CL) "Procuring and channeling information regarding the availability
of qualified and selected volunteer and short-term workers to potential
areas of need or church-related projects using such personnel.!

\2) "Receiving, processing and forwarding applications for volunteer
and short-term workers to supplying agencies.™

(3) "Facilitating bilateral arransements between sending and receiving

o

agencies, coupled with requisite counselliing where deemed appropriate. ™

(4) "Advising upon request the national committees and member Churches
on c¢riteria and orientation for canlidates."

The CDS, for its part, informed the Execcutive Committee that it had
approved 50 new projects and submitted them to donor agencies since last
year's Helsinki Assembly. This brought to 64 the total projects it has
validated since its establishment irn 1961,

Its two major donor agencies are the "Bread for the World" organization
of the German Evangelical Churches and "Lutherhjdlpen" of the federation's
Sy dish National Committee. The 64 projects will together cost $7,335,213,
the CDS reported. They are located in 16 countries of Africa, Asia, Latin
America and Oceaniaz (New Guinesn).

Of the 64 projects, 33 were reported to be "well under way,!" and 13
others in various stages of construction. They concern literacy campaigns,
vocational training, social and community centers, medical and agricultural
programs.

o
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LWF VOTES TO APEOINT
SOCTIAL AFFAIRS SECRETARY 9 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland -- Establishment of a staff position within the
Lutheran World Federation's Department of World Service to deal with social
affairs was authorized by the LWF Exccutive Committee here on Bepte 2.

Stated functions of the new sccretary for social affairs are:

"(1) (To) establish and maintain liaison with boards, commissions or
other appropriate offices of member Churches of the LWF which carry responsi-
bility for social welfare, social action or inner missions.

"(2) In close coopsration and comsultation with member Churches of the
LWF and their appropriate offices, (to) develop programs of study and survey
in such areas as (1) the Church in contemporary sccicty as it manifests
itself in the dual roles of social service mnd action in social policy,
(b) evaluation of prescnt and emerging new forms of service, (c) analysis
of social factors in contemporary society with due regard to political,
economic and other relevant circumstances.,

"(3) (To) serve as an office of information and lisison in the field
of social affairs and inner mission for member Churches of the LWF =and their
appropriate offices.

"(4) Following clearance with any other LWF commission which may be
concerned in each specific instance, to encourage the member Churches of the
LWF to be of help to one another in the strengthening of the social mission
of the Church through common studies by specialists in the field and the
dissemination of literature and visuzl aids in the area of social welfare,

"(5) To act as an adviser regarding inter-church sid and service programs
which involve social welfare patterns,

"(6) (To) sponsor the Lutheran World Conference on Social Responsibility
to be held prior to the assemblies of the Lutheran World Federstion. In
making arrangements for these conferences, the Commission on World Service
should plan its program in close consultation with the Sub-committee on
International Affairs of the Executive Committee and LWF commissions con-
cerned.

"(7) (To) develop a liaison with other ecumenical and relevant govern=
mental, intergovernmental and voluntary organizations in the sccial welfare
field, !

Establishment of the post is a consequence of the federation's dis-
continuance of a former Commission on Inner Missions and assignment of its
interests to the Commission on World Service. The new secretary's functions
are similar to, but broader than, thosc¢ of the former inner mission commission.

L
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LWF BUDGETS FOR 196k
TOTAL NEARLY $5 MILLION 9 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland -- A new comnmittee charged with coordinating all
the various programs and budgets of the Lutheran World Federation--totaling
nearly $5 million--presented its first report to the LWF Exccutive Committee
on Sept. U,

Behind that report lay countless hours of staff work and consultations
at federation headquarters in Geneva, plus a three-day Reykjavik meeting
of the 1lO0-member Coordinating Committee on Budget and Program just before
th¢ Executive Committes convened.

After recciving the committee's report, the Executive Committee approved
terms of reference to govern its future work as well as a formula for cal-
culating LWF membership fees and the commissions' contribution toward
headquarters administration costs.

The 200-page composite budget and project list to which the coordinating
committee gave attention during its reeting here proposed the following
expenditures for essential services and specific projects during 1965:

World service, $2,738,474%; world mission, $1,411,904; Latin America,
$296,512; theology, $115,918; stewardship and evangelism, $21,500; education,
$21,000; worship and spiritual life, $§11,000; interconfessional research,
$65,000; the general secretary's office, the information bureau, the quarterly
Iutheran World, and the finance office, $302,496.

s

FRY ELECTED CHAIRMAN
OF BROADCASTING SERVICE _ 9 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland == Dr., Franklin Clark Fry of New York, head of the
Lutheran Church in America and immediate past president of the Lutheran World
Federation, has been elected board chairman of the LWF Broadcasting Servicc.

He succeeds Dr. Fredrik A, Schiotz of Minneapolis, head of the American
Lutheran Church, who a year ago became president of the federation itself.
Dr. Schiotz has been chairman of the LWF, B3 Board of Directors since its
establishment in 1960,

The broadcasting scrvice owns and operates the 100-kilowatt short-
wave Radio Voice of the Gospel in Addis Ababa, Ethiopi?, which broadcasts
in 14 languages to all parts of Africa, the Middle East and southern Asia.

Dr. Fry's election took effect on Sept. 3 when the LWF Executive Committeec
approved here a recommendation that a new seat in the board of the broad-
casting service be provided for an Executive Committee reprcsentative and
that he be named to this seat.

The recommendation was made by the LWF officers and supported by the
Commission on World Mission and the LWF/BS board itself.

e W
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BRAZILIAN CHURCHMAN HEADS
LATIN AMERICA COMMISSION 9 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland -- Dr. Ernesto Schlieper, president of the Evangelical
Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil and dircctor of its theological
faculty in Sao Leopoldo, is the chairman of the Lutheran World Federation's
new Commission on Latin Americz.

He was elected here on Sept. 4 by the federation's Executive Committee,
of which he has becn a member since 1957. He was also a member of the LWF's
former Committee on Latin America, whose work will be taken over by the new
commission, according to an Executive Committee action taken here earlier.

Six other members were appointed to serve on the commission with
Dr. Schlieper:

Dr. Stewart W. Herman, president of the Lutheran School of Theology in
Chicago, former director of the LWF Committee on Latin America; Bishop
Friedrich Hiibner of Kiel, Bishop of Helstein in the Lutheran Church of
Schleswig-Holstein; the Rev. Ake Kastlund of Stockholm, director of the
Swadish National Committee of the LWF.

Also, Prof. Gustavo D. Rodriguez of Bogotd, executive secretary of the
Colombian Bible Society and director of schools of the Lutheran Church--
Colombian Synod; Dr. Earl J. Treusch of Winnipeg (Manitoba), executive director
of the Canadian Lutheran Council; and Oscar Zimmer of Santiago, president of
the Evangelical Academy of Chile and a member of the Synodical Council of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile.,

Not only Dr. Schlieper, but also Dr. Herman, Bishop Hiibner, Pastor
Kastlund and Dr. Treusch were sc¢rving on the Committee on Latin America at
the time of its dissoclution to form the new commission,

Acting director of the work which comes under the new commission is
the Rev. Guido Tornquist, a Brazilian who has had his headquarters in Bogot4.

0=

NORWEGIAN PASTOR NAMED
LWF STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY 9 September 1964

REYKJAVIK,; Iceland -~ Appointment of the Rev. Gunnar @stenstad of
Bodd, Norway, as the Lutheran World Federation's secretary for stewardship
and evangelism was approved by the LWF Executive Committee here on Sept. 3.

He will succeed the Rev. Jussi Sippola, who has held the post since
November 1962. Pastor Sippola leaves the headquarters staff of the federation
at the end of October to become executive secretary of the LWF National
Committee in Finland, his home country.

Pastor @stenstad's Geneva appointment is to be for four years, beginning
next Jan. 1. The 42-year-old Norwegian has been one of the pastors at the
Cathedral of Bod# since 1956. Prior to that, he was for seven years a staff
member of Kirkens Ngdhjelp, the overseas aid agency of the Church of Norway.

According to a declsion taken here by the Executive Committee, the new
gecretary will work under the supervisicn of the federation's Commission on
Stewardship and BEvangelism. Until now, the occupant of this office has been
under the Commission on World Service.

O
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NEW COMMISSION ON WORSHID »
REPORTS ON PROPOSED WORK 9 September 196L

. REYKJAVIK, Iceland ~- The tasks which the Lutheran World Federation's
new Commission on Worship and Spiritual Iife has laid out for dtself in the
coming years were outlined at the annual meeting here of the LWF Executive '
Committee, |

Presenting the first report of the commission--which was set up by
authorization of last year's Helsinki Assembly of the federation--was its
hﬂlrmdn, Dr. Jén Michalko, who is dean of the Slovak Evangelical Theological
Faculty in Bratislave, CéﬁﬂkOblcv;kLA.

He informed the Executive Committee that the commission's theological
study of worship and spiritual life in the initial perigd of 1ts activity
will center around the theme "The lealing of the Individual and Society."

The commissiorn met in Bratislava in August to make the plans which
were reported here, It waeg the first time any LWF commission had met in
Czechoslovakia,

General lines of work which the six-member unit intends to follow,
Professor Michalko s=2id, are these:

~-Exchange of ideas and materials among member Churches with the purpose
of helping congregations snd individuals to participate in a vital way in
the Body of Christ.

~-Encouragsment and undertaking of study and resecarch into the theological
foundations of wership and spiritual life, especially the role of the Holy
Spirit in this sphereo,

--Promotion of Lutheran contributions to the international moverment
for renewal of worship and spiritual life.

--Publication of papers and studies of gpecial importance in the area
of worship and spiritual 1ife.
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How Do They Affect Us?

VATICAN COUNCIL RESULTS

by Vilmos Vajta

There are two questions, I assume, which are of basic importance for
any evaluation of the Vatican Council. In this report I shall address my=
self to them and try to find some answers which may be of value when we
face the new situation created by this council. The first question is:
"What is the importance of the council for the Roman Catholic Church itself?"
Certainly this question will be raised primarily by Roman Catholics. Never-
theless, our own attitude toward the Roman Church in the future will basiecally
depend on what we ourselves can say in this regard. The second question is:
"What are the implications of the council for us as the Church of the Re-
formation?" This council will not bypass our churches. On the contrary,
it will challenge them. We had better face the question from the beginning.
Let me attempt to raise these two questions and to indicate some answers which
may help us forward.

What is the importance of the council for the Catholic Church itself?
Some people, even in responsible positions, will sayt "Everything in the
Roman Church.remains unchanged.'" There are many arguments which can support
this answer. The Catholic Church can never change any of its dogmas. There
may be a difference of opinion concerning whether there iz a dogmatic defi=-
nition on one or ancther issue. But if it is clear that such a definition
exists, the matter is decided. Thus the infallibility of the Pope as the
clear definition of the First Vatican Council cannot be challenged. Any of the

(MORE)

Dr. Vajta, for 11 years director of the Department of Theology of the Lutheran
World Federation =nd since September 1 the research professor of the Iutheran
Foundation for Inter~Confessional Research at Strasbourg, France, is one of the
federation's delegate observers at the Second Vatican Council. This is his
report presented in September to the meeting of the federation's Executive
Committee in Reykjavik, Iceland. : :
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present council decisions will reaffirm this according to the pledge which
the council fathers have taken at the beginning of the session. The sanme
is true about the mariological pronocuncements. Even the doctrine of the
sacrifice of the mass as finally defined by Trent is presupposed, in sonme
formulations even repeated, by the constitution on the liturgy, which at
present is the only real achievement of the two council sessions. (The
pronouncement on mass media is hardly to become important.) Even with
regard to practical guestions, e. g. religious liberty or mixed marriages,
the council has failed to show any intention to make basic changes.

A1l this can naturally nourish an attitude on our part which will
help some people to remain unchanged themselves and take satisfaction from
the fact that we are still right. They will continue to repeat the
formulas of the 16th century concerning Roman Catholic doctrine and claim
that the council has proved that the Reformation is right in its refusal.
A recent visitor to an East European country has thus discovered with
surprise how living and unchallenged the repetition of old formulas has
been in that country., This is a situation which may not be quite general
in the Lutheran churches, though spokesmen for the very same position are
not too difficult to find. Their conclusion will therefore be that the
old battle can continue with the same weapons as before.

Others will give the opposite answer and claim: "Everything in the Roman
Church is questioned and will also be radically changed." Those who
formulate such an embarrassing answer are naturally aware of the fact that
the dogmas of the Catholic Church can never be changed. But they also
know what an outstanding Roman Catholic theologian told me some years ago:
"The Catholic Church can never change, but she can explain." This is
exactly what is happening in the council today. A tremendous process of
reinterpretation has been opened up by this council. Nobody will guestion the
dogmase. Nevertheless there will continually be a battle to reintroduce
new insights which can explain unchangesable dogmas in a new way. Thus the
infallibility of the Pope is certainly reassured, but on the other hand
the 1ldea of the collegiality of the bishops as well as the infallibility
of the Church as such is introduced in order to balance the promulgated
doctrine of the First Vatican. There is an almost radical reeducation of
the bishops by progressive theologians as to the correct interpretation of
previous pronouncements of dogmas. One can hardly disregard the impact of
a new theology upcon the council fathers. If there was any hesitation as
to the chances that such trends in contemporary theology would be accepted
by the council, the happenings at the council sessions as well as the more
informal conferences by ''progressive" theologians while the council was in
session made it undoubtedly clear that a new theclogical orientation will
make a radical impact on all of the decisions of this council,

"The Council Will Find a Middle Way"

Which of these interpretations is right? Instead of accepting the one
or the other, let me draw your attention to a third answer, which claims
that the council will find a middle way between an unchangeable doctrinal
position and a complete change in progressive terms. Pope Paul VI has
shown that he is concerned to find this middle way. In the beginning and
during the second session, he was often criticized as being hesitant to

(MORE)
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take clear decisions. I think this criticism was somewhat unjust. As

a Pope he must be concerned with the whole Church and avoid lining up

as =2 party man. His task was to let the council itself find its middle
way. Hven in his recent sncyclical Ecclesiam Suam, the Pope is eager to
underline the role of the council, which he will respect. It is evident
that he will dinterfere only in order to find such a middle way but will
not volunteer to help cither the "conservatives" or the "progressives! to
cheap victory. Even the decrees of the council will carry the marks of such
middle-way compromise., Thus the council will certainly have for most
Protestants a very unsatisfactory outcome as far as its pronouncements are
eoncerned though at the same time there will by many signs of a develop=
ment which will open new avenues for the dialogue, :

One disturbing factor im my ecyes seems to be the press coverage of
the council. It is quite evident that=-with the exception of some officizl
ecclesiastical organs of the Roman Churche-~the press is in great sympathy
with the progressive elements of the council. Its reporting thus most
often concentrates on such positive aspects in connection with interventions
in the debate in St, Peter's.less interest is given to the outcome of the
debate, which often will be very mediocre from the progressite point of
view. One can understand that the daily press will spend less time in
analyzing the outcome of the debate. Nevertheless, the promotional impact
on world copinion should not be forgotten. It is partly due to this danger
that far too optimistic expectations are often cherished among people,
The results will certainly show a reslistic middle way, which nevertheless
will be important enough to be observed,

What are the implications of the council for us? Whatever the outm-
come of this council in details may be, one thing is evident bhefore any
conclusions, namely that it will greatly affect the life and doctrine of
other Churches. It is therefore timely to ask what the concrete impli-
cations for us may become, In the first place, Reformation concerns are
beginning to mske an impact on the Catholie Church. This is evident both
by listening to the debate in St. Peter's and in the constitution on the
liturgy. 4 new scrutiny of the Bible has opened new perspcctives in Roman
Catholic theology. Certainly it is far from the acceptance of the
principle sola scriptura. Nevertheless the discussion and outcome of the
relation between Scripturs and tradition has made it clear that a reinter=-
pretation will give Secripture a different role than the traditional
formula "“Scripture and tradition" may indicate. Important also is the
fact that theological research has opened up the treasury of the ancient
Church, where concerns of the Reformation zlso have their origin, The
gap between the esrly tradition and the Middle Ages has beconme more
evident. It results in free acceptance of concerns which the Reformation
itself brought into conscisnce.

The conclusion could therefore be that finally the Roman Church has
begun to listen to the woice of the Reformation. It may be disappointing
to find that this is not the case. The Catholic Church has found its way
to "Reformation concsrns" in some cases not by listening to the voice of
the Reformation but by discovering the same sources as the Refeormation
itself. This is humiliating. We can by no means take the honor of the
renewal In the Roman Church by boasting that this is what we always have
taught. In some sense we are witnesses to a "failure of the Reformation!
and ask why it was impossible to find avenues for the concerns of the

(MORE)
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Reformation at the time of the Reformation and during the following centuries
if the Roman Catholic Church is willing to accept these concerns--certainly
only in limited measure--today. This evidence may probably teach us some-
thing for future relations.

Protestant Doctrinal Positions Will Have to bs Restated

It may be true that the definitions of dogmas can never change in the
Roman Church. Practices can and will, as a result of this council, change
tremendously. As an illustration, let me refer to two important council
concerns: the constitution on the liturgy and the schemata De Ecclesia and
De Oeccumenismo. It is evident that the constitution on the liturgy has not
changed the doctrine on the sacrifice of the mass. The conclusion that the
situation since the Council in Trent remains unchanged must however be
challenged on the basis of practices which this constitution introduces. We
all remember the rejection of private masses by the Reformation and the
demand for the presence of the congregation as well as participation in the
Sacrament by eating and drinking. Now the council has decided” to underline
the lmportance of the communal character of cach ritual act and to underline
that each such act has its focus in the mass. For decades the liturgical nove-
ment within the Catholic Church has pleaded for frequent communion of the
believer for the edification of the congregation. The private mass for the
devotion and edification of the priest has definitely been put aside and
communion has been given preference. Today it is with the consent and the
warm recommendation of the council that such a development is promoted.
Certainly private masses will continue in the Roman Church. But the point
of orientation will be the communion mass of the congregation. A re-
volutionary development: If it can get the support in the dioceses, the
practice itself will become a challenge of the defined dogma on the sacrifice
of the mass, which in its present form is dofinitely deduced from the
practice of private masses.

Facing this new development in communion practice, the old Protestant
arguments will certainly need a restatement. The arguments of the 16th
century will no longer suffice. The principle of the active participation
of the congregation in the mass as in all liturgical exercises is also
emphasized in the same decisions concerning the liturgy. For this purpose
the preaching as an essential part of the mass--at least on Sundays and other
festivals-~is required. The introduction of the mother tongue into the
celebration of the mass will enable an active participation. Occasional
services (baptism, confirmation, marriage, burial of the dead, otc,) will
be celebrated almost exclusively in the mother tongue. Hand in hand with
this development will go the attempt to indigenize the liturgical tradition
of the Roman Catholic Church especially in the younger churches of Asia and
Africa. Do we realize that in this new situation the argument that everything
is celebrated in a dead language will no longer hold? Are our congregations
spiritually equipped to discover the difference in faith between a mass
celebrated in the mother tongue in the Roman Church and z communion service
of the Reformation tradition? Is not a tremendous theological task before
us as well as ocne of parish education? Apain let us warn that traditional
weapons will no longer suffice in this changed theological and parish
situation.

(MORE)
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My second illustration of changing practices refers to ecumenical
relations. All of our Churches will be affected by the decisions of the
council in this respect. The ecumenical movement has made its dimpact
on the Catholiec Church and an scumenical offensive is already evident. On
the one hand, it can be said that nothing has changed and nothing will be
changed. The primacy of the Pope will again be restated, as was done in
the recent papal ecyclical Ecclesiam Suam. Nevertheless, practices will
completely change. Not only has the Pope used many occasions to eéxpress
his concern for the unity of the Church in words and deeds (his speeches
at the council, his trip to Jerusalem and his recent encyclical are
important stages in this process). The council decisions will open up
doors for the engagement of Roman Catholic theslogians in the ecumenical
dialogue. Do we realize what it means when Rome suddenly makes its personal
and theological resources available in the ecumenical context? It will
not suffice to state that the primacy claim of the Pope is endangering a
real dialogue. The guestion put before us will be what kind of concept
do we have about the universality of the Church. How do we visualize a
manifested unity on the world level? Are the Lutheran Churches satisfied
with their present status of autonomous national Churches federated in the
LWF, participating in the WCC, or do we really have a deeper concern for
church unity, altar and pulpit fellowship and a worldwide manifestation of
the common confession we claim to have? Are we going to demonstrate our
common confession in a theological dialogue in which Rome as an interested
outsider will play an important role? Are not our Churches also in this
ecclesioclogical context forced to a rethinking of theological presupposition,
which seem to dominate our present status? Is not the Lutheran Church
primarily responsible to take the initiative with the Catholic Church?

This brings me to my last answer concerning the implications of the
council for us. This answer can be formulated thus: Only a renewal in
our Church can equip cur Church to meet the new situation crezted by the
council. Nothing less than a theological, homiletical, catechetical re=
newal is demanded in the present situation. We have far too long found
comfort in the conviction that Rome remains unchanged. Now we are faced
with the embarrassing fact that Rome has taken the risk of a renecwal in
its own ranks. Some Roman Catholies think with trembling about this risk
of the council and even are deeply afraid that the council will betray the
established traditions of their Church. Others think that this renewal
of which the council has given undeniable signs is the only hope for the
future. With regard to a renewal in our own Church, we probably will
find the same attitudes. There are those who are scared by the appeal for
a radical theological renewal and would like to win the battle by re-
pristination ‘of old positicnss It is important to say that we face a new
gituation and that there is no other solution than the venture of faith
in the Holy Spirit, Who renews the Church and leads it unto all truth by
reminding it of Christ. Nobody can possess Him, not even the Church. We
receive Him ever anew, being renewed by Him. The council is God's question
to our Church. Nothing else than an obedient renewal in repentance and
praise can respond to it.

8/9/64
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SCHIOTZ SUGGESTS GLOBAL

INTER-CONFESSIONAL CONSULTATION 8 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland == Holding of a general international consultation
to clear up the "considerable misunderstanding' about the role of con-
fessional bodies like the Lutheran World Federation in the ecumenical
world was suggested on Aug. 31 by the president of the LWF.

Dr. Fredrik A, Schiotz of Minneapolis, president of the American
Lutheran Church, said the World Council of Churches might be asked to
sponsor such a consultation.

Its purpose, he said in his presidential address at the opening of
the annual LWF Executive Committee meeting here, would be "seeking a bettexn
understanding of what each (confessional) group is doing and what its
objectives and plans may be."

(MORE)
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He noted that a meeting of this sort was organized in Geneva last
October by the WCC, but that it was oriented "largely from the point of
view of the Asian and African churches.,"

The LWF leader raised the question whether a "more broadly based"
representative consultation on the matter might not aiso be desirable.

He also announced that the federation and its Executive Committee will
be officially represented at LWF-sponsored continentsl Lutheran conferences
in #Asia this year and in Latin Lmerica and Africa in 1965,

Dr, Schiotz said the Bishop of Tranquebar, Indiaz, Dr, Rajah B, Manikam,
head of the Tamil Evangelicel Lutheran Church, will be the LWF representative
at the conference in Ranchi, India, on Oct. 8«18 this year, while he
himself will be at Lima, Peru, next July and at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in
October 1965,

The Executive Committee began business sessions at the Saga Hotel after
an opening service led by Dr. Schiotz in nearby Nes Church.

At the end of the service, welcome messages were given to the visiting
churchmen by the head of the Church of Iceland, Bishop Sigurbj8rn Einarsson,
and the State Minister of Justice and Eeclesisstical Affairs, His Excellency
Johann Hafstein,

The Icelandic primate charascterized the meeting of church officials
from so many countries as "unique in our history" as a Church and nation.
He said his people would be the chief beneficiaries of the meeting,

He expressed gratitude for the $10.300 grant received from Swedish
Lutherans through the LWF Department 'of World Service this year for the
erection in Reykjavik of a church in memory of the great Icelandic hymn
writer Hellgrimur Pétursson.

This year marks the 350th anniversary of the birth of Pétursson, whom
Bishop Einarsson called "the man who has meant more for our religious life
than any other man."

In the new church still under construction, a service marking this
anniversary was held thisspring at which the President of Iceland, Asgeir
Asgeirsson, preached the sermon.

Describing the first human settlement in Iceland, Bishop Einarsson
said that "the first words spoken on Icelandic soil were words of prayer
and praise to the crucifisd Christ," The scttlers were medieval Irish
monks.

The tiny Lutheran Cathedral of Reykjavik was crcwded with worshippers
on Aug. 30 as the IExecutive Committee members, other foreign visitors, and
Icelandic church poople assembled to recsive Holy Communion together and
hear a sermon by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New York, head of the Lutheran
Church in Americs aand immediate past president of the LWE,

At the servicey which was broadcast by radio throughout Iceland,
Dr. Fry reminded his hearers that Christians, whatever their nationality, are
"citizens of heaven',

s
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FIVE CONTINENTS REPRESENTED
AT LWF MEETING IN ICELAND 8 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland =~ The following members of the Lutheran World
Federation's Executive Committee attended its annual meeting held here from
Aug. 30 to Sept. 5:

PRESIDENT: Dr, Fredrik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis (Minnesota), president
of the American Lutheran Church; FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT: Dr, Martti Simojoki,
Archbishop of Turku, Primate of the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church;
SECOND VICE~PRESIDENT: Dr, Andrzej Wantula of Warsaw, Bishop of the Evangelical
Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland; THIRD VICE-PRESIDENT: the Rt. Rev.
Stefano R. Moshi, Bishop of the Lutheran Diocese of Northern Tanganyika, head
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika; TREASURER: Dr. Rudolf Weeber
of Stuttgart, vice~president of the Board of the Evangelical Church in
Wirttemberg, Germany.

OTHER MEMBERS: The Rt. Rev, Leonard Auala of Ondangua, South=West Africa,
Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Churchj Dr, Fridtjov Birkeli,
Bishop of Stavanger, Church of Norway; Dr. Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Munich,
Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria; Dr. Franklin Clark Fry
of New York, president of the Lutheran Church in America,; the Rt. Rev. Bo H.
Giertz, Bishop of Gothenburg, Church of Sweden.

Also, Mr. Etienne Jung of Strasbourg, France, president of the Directorium,
Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine; Dr. Friedrich=Wilhelm
Krummacher of Greifswald, Bishop of the Evangelical Church of Pomeraniaj the
Rt. Rev. Jens Leer Andersen of Copenhagen, Bishop of Elsinore, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Denmark; Dr. Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Bishop of the Evange=
lical ILutheran Church of Hannover and Presiding Bishop of the United Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Germany; Dr. Rajah B, Manikam of Tiruchirappalli, India,
Bishop of Tranquebar and head of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church,

Also, Dr. Norman A. Menter of Berkley (Michigan), first vice~-president
of the American Iumtheran Church and president of its Michigan District; Dr,
Wolfgang Schanze of Weimar, senior executive (Oberkirchenrat) in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Thuringia, Germany; Dr. Ernesto T, Schlieper of Sao Leopoldo,
president of the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil; Dr. Ger=
hard Silitonga of Djakarta, treasurer of the Indonesian Council of Churches.

Unable to attend was Dr. Clarence W, Sorensen, president of Augustana
College in Rock Island (Illinois), USA.

Present as consultants were the chairmen of the federation's six
commissions and its Committee on Latin America.

They are: (World Service) Dr. Paul C. Empie of New York, executive director
of the National Lutheran Council (USA); (Education) Mr. Bjarne Hareide of Oslo,
director of the Institute for Christian Education; (Latin America) Dr. Fried-
rich Hiibner of Kiel, Germany, Bishop of Holstein in the Lutheran Church of
Schleswig=Holsteinj (theology) Dr. Mikko Juva, professor of church history

~at the University of Helsinki,

(MORE)
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Also, (World Mission) Dr. Heinrich Meyer of Lilbeck, Germany, Bishop
of the Lutheran Church in Lilbeck; (Worship and Spiritual Life) Dr. Jan
Michalko, dean of the Slovak Evangelical Theologicel Factulty in Bratis-
lava, Czechoslovakiaj (Stewardship and Evangelism) Dr. Herbert Reich of
Hannover, director of the stewardship department in the Lutheran Church
of Hannover,

Representatives of LWF national committees attending the meeting by
invitation were:

ICELAND: Dr., Sigurbjorn Einarsson, Bishop of the host National Church
of Iceland; the Rev. Ingolfur Astmarsson, secretary to the Bishop and chair=-
man of the Icelandic National Committee; the Rev., Olafur Skulason, general
secretary of the National Committee,and a number of other Icelandic church
representatives.,

CANADA: Dr. Earl J. Treusch of Winnipeg (Manitoba), executive director
0f the Canadian Lutheran Council.

DENMARK: the Rev. Henning Talman of Copenhagen, secretary of the
Danish National Committee.

GERMANY: the Rev., Gottfried Klapper of Hannover, secretary of the
German National Committee.

SWEDEN: the Rev. Ake Kastlund of Stockholm, director of the Swedish
National Committee.

Also present by invitation was the chairman of the Lutheran Council
of Great Britain, Dr,., Jazak Taul of London, dean of the Estonian Imtheran
Synod in that country.

R

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DISCUSSES

REVISED JUSTIFICATION STATEMENT 8 September 1964
REYKJAVIK, Iceland =~ A statement on the justification of sinful man

before God by faith in Christ which the Lutheran World Federation's
Helsinki Assembly last year was unprepared to issue with its seal of
approval was discussed here by the federation's Executive Committee on
Sept. 1.

The committee was informed that the widely debated Assembly Document
75, slightly revised by the federation's Commission on Theology, will be
distributed by LWF headquarters to member and non-member Churches and
assembly participants. It is to be published alsc in a commission=sponsored
book with explanatory material,

It was emphasized, however, that the document '"should not be viewed
as a systematic presentation of the common opinion of the LWF,"

Dealing with a cardinal doctrine of the Reformation which all Lutheran
churches subscribe, the statement failed to win acceptance as an agsembly

pronouncement last year after arousing a wide range of negative reactions.

(MORE)
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Some assembly participants opposed issuamnce of any theological
document by the LWF on the ground that it would be misinterpreted as
having "quasi-confessional authority" in world Iutheranism.

Others contended that it was not, as claimed, a correct summary
of the Assembly®s group discussions on the subject. 8Still others had ob~-
Jections to the structure, language or tone of the document.

It was explained that the commission studied all these negative
reactions and made an editorial revision that involved changes in wording
but not in the document's thought content.

The Helsinki Assembly, after rejecting several other proposed acticns
on Document 75, voted to remit it to the theological commission for
"consideration, final formulation and publication."

In its report to the Executive Committee, the LWF Department of
Theology said the post-Helsinki commission had accepted the suggestion of
the pre-Helsinki one, endorsed by the Assembly itself, that its study
theme during the period up to 1969 be "The Quest for True Humanity and the
Lordship of Christ,"

The President of Iceland, His Excellency Asgeir Asgeirsson, who is
interested in theology, attended the session at which the theological re=
ports were presented and discussed.

e
LWF ENCYCLOPEDIA PROJECT
SEEN NEARING COMPLETION 8 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland == The Lutheran World Federation's Executive
Committee heard here on Aug. 31 what was described as the last progress
report on its biggest editorial project which has been under way since 1954,

The proposed 2000~page Lutheran Encyclopedia, its editor said in a
written report, is now far enough along at the printer's that his own work
is almost done.

Commenting on the report from the chair LWF President Fredrik A.
Schiotz said the publisher, Augsburg Publishing House in Minneapolis
(Minnesota), USA, hopes to have the encyclopedia on the market by the end
of next year.,

Editor Julius Bodensieck of Dubuque (Iowa), who retired this spring
as a professor at Wurtburg Theological Seminary, reported that by next
summer "the editorial work should be completed."

(MORE)
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This, he said, includes "editing the remaining material, reading the
galley proofs twice, selecting the illustrations, reading the page proofs,
writing the folio headings reparing the lists of contributors and

& g5y PIr=p 2)
translators, setting up the list of abbreviations etc., writing the pre-
face . , + and preparing the many hundreds of vouchers for payment of the
articles."

He added that the preface will be preceded by a foreword written by
either Dr. Schiotz or the LWF general secrctary, Dr. Kurt Schmidt~Clausen,

More than 700 widely representative authors have contributed to the
two-volume work, which will contain some 2.500 articles, in addition to
numerous blographical sketches.

In presenting the veliefs and practices of the Lutheran churches of
the world, the encyclopedia will have articles on such subjects as doctrine,
ethics, church history, church organization and government, Christian
education, worship, religious art, missions and welfare ministries,

Particular attention has been given to the younger churches and the
churches in eastern Buropc,

wiDw
LATIN AMERICA COMMISSION
SET UP BY LWF LEADERS 8 September 1964

REYKJAVIXK, Iceland -~ Establishment of a new seven-member Commission
on Latin American Affairs for the Lutheran World Federation was voted here
on Sept. 1 by the LWF Executive Committee.

The commission is to assume oversight of the federation's § 300,000
work in Central and South America which has been conducted since 1952 by a
committee constituted by six LWF national cormittees-~those of Brazil,
Canada, Germany, Norway, Sweden and the United States.

The action was taken on recommendation of the federation's officers.
The question of the place of the Latin America work in the organizational
structure of the LWF had been rsferred to the Executive Committee by last

year's Helsinki Asgembly.

In fulfilment of similar assembly referrals, the Executive Committee
aiso approved here the establishment of = series of committees to serve in
a variety of special interest areas. Continuation committees were
authorized for women's work and student work--the former with five members
and the latter with three.

In addition, three Executive Committee standing sub-committees were
approved~~-one each for internatiocnal affairs, public information, and
investments. Each will have three regular meribers, and the first two will
also have consultants.

(MORE)
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Also voted was the setting up of a staff working committee on
scholarship and exchange to increase coordination and cooperation in
garrying out the scholarship programs of different LWF departments.

e () e
AUSTRALIAN NAMED TO HEAD
LWF EDUCATION COMMISSION 8 September 1964
REYKJAVIK, Iceland -- Dr. Siegfried Hebart, principal of Immanuel

+Theological Seminary in North Adelaide, Australia, was elected chairman

of the Lutheran World Federation's Commission on Education by the LWF
Executive Committee meeting here on Sept. 2.

He succeeds Director Bjarne Hareide of the Institute for Christian
Education in Oslo, who asked to be relieved after 13 years as chairman.
Mr. Hareide continues, however, as a member of the eight-member commission.

The Executive Committee elected the head of the national Church of
Iceland, Dr, SigurbjSrn Einarsson, a member of the federation's Commission
on Worshlp and Spiritusl Life, increasing that commission's membership to
six,

Also elected by the committec were three members for its new Standing
Sub-committee on International Affairs, Chairman of the new sub-committee
is Bishop Hanns Lilje, head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hannover,
Germany.

The other two members are Archbishop Martti Simojoki, Primate of the
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church, and Bishop Stefazno R, Moshi, head of
the Evangelical Luthersn Church in ianganyika.

e

"EMPHASIS SHIFT!" REPORTED
IN LWF SERVICE PROGRAM 8 September 1964

REYKJAVIK, Iceland ~-- Efforts of the Lutheran World Federation's
Department of World Service to relieve acute human needs in different parts
of the world have been undergoing '"certain shifts in ewphasla” lately, the
LWF Executive Committes was told here on Sept. 2.

"In most instances, LWF/WS has been able to move away from mass
distribution programs in material aid and is increasingly developing
criteria related to the specific needs of individuals and assessed on the
basis of sound social work concepts,! reported the director of the depart=- -
ment, Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt.

The world service department carries out a program of inter-church aid
and global service to refugees and other needy people., It administers a
$2.7 million commission-planned budget plus several million more in
special resources made available by outside agencies,

(MORE)
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Dr. Muetzelfeldt said the possibilities provided by the availability
of government-provided surplus commodities for community developnment
"work projects! are constantly being explorsd.

"Our medical services also being adjusted to changing situations, the
federation executive added.

"More and more," he pointed outy, "LWF/WS seecks to relate its own
services to government tlanning so that the supplementary contribution of

Christian service may blend inte s total pattern and strategy.!

Dr. Muetzelfeldt said the long-range view that LWF/WS takes in its
service programs "finds its most typical expression in our vocational
training programs, !

These, "more than any other phase of our amctivities in the welfare
field, are an obvious 'invéstment'in the future of those whom we seck to
serve," he stated.

(e
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THEOLOGY SEEN CHALLENGED
BY CHANGING HUMAN WORLD 18 Auguste 1964

PULLACH, (West) Germany -- Christian theologians must be mindful
that they are working "not only in a changing Church but also in a
constantly changing world," the Lutheran World Federation's Commission
on Theology was told here,

Theology needs to face the guestion whether
changed, Prof. Mikko Juva of Finland said in his
chairman of the commission at ites annual meeting

the human heing has
il =

t
opening remarks as

If the answer is affirmative, added Dr. Juva, who is professor
of church history at the University of s

find out what consequences this bring

Gospel. :

for the proclamation of the
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The commission's neeting at the all-German Lutheran Preachers' Seminary
near Munich was its first since its new membership was named last year following
the federation's Helsinki Assembly. The six-day meeting closed on Aug. 3.

Professor Juva, internationally known as assembly director of the 1963
Assembly, stressed that in the present "ecumenical era,'" the spiritual climate
is characterized by a readiness to break out of confessional limitations in
theological thought.

The theological work of the federation, he said, should therefore be
regarded in the perspective of a service undertaken within the whole of
Christendom, He expressed hope that the commission, under his leadership,
would work to deepen its ecumenical relaztionships.

The Finnish church historian also emphasized the necessity of holding fast
to the Church's past theological heritage, asserting that '"there is no con-
vincing theology without deep roots in tradition.™

Dr. Vilmos Vajta, in his final report to the commission as director of the
LWF Department of Theology, likewise stressed the ecumenical aspect of theology.
The Hungarian-born Swedish theologian described three features which he con-
sidered as essential to an "ecumenical theology.™

He s21d4 it must transcend geographical, linguistic and confessiona
boundaries, . . . take into account its relationship with the teachings of
"the brothers and the fathers' in the historic Church, « . . and show concrete
simplicity in the formulation of the basic, profound truths of the Christizn
faith.

Extending a greeting to the reconstituted commission on behalf of the

leadership of the federation was Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, LWF genral secretary.

Six of the eight commission members were present, along with some 20
permanent consultants, invited guests from Denmark, Germany, Checoslovakia,
the United States and Canada, and LWE staff membars.

Commission members in attendance, besides Dr. Juva, were Dr. Edgar M, Carlson,

president of Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter (Minnesota), USA, Dr. Nils A.
Dahl, professor of New Testament at the University of Oslo;

Also, Dr. Karoly Prdhle, dean of the Evangelical Theological Academy of
Budapest, Dr. Warren A. Quanbeck, professor of systematic theology at Luther
Theological Seminary in 8t. Paul (Minnesota), USA, and Dr. Wolfgang Trillhaas,
professor of systematic theology a2t the University of Gottingen, Germany.

Dr. Leonhard Goppelt, professor of New Testament at the University of
Hamburg, took part in the meeting as alternate for Dr. Gottfried Voigt,
director of the St. Paul's Preachers' Beminzry in Leipzig, who was unable to
be present. Also unable to attend was Dr. Andar Lumbantobing, president of
Nommensen University in Siantar (Sumatra), Indonesia.

Another participant was Dr. Gustaf Wingren, professor of systematic theology
at the University of Lund, Sweden.

i
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U.S. MISSIONARY AGAIN HEADS
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN COLOMBIA 18 August 1964

BOGOTA, Colombia -- The Rev. Arnfeld C. Morck, a missionary in Latin
America for the past 20 years, was elected here to his third three-year term
as president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church--Colombia Synod.

Pastor Morck, who has consistently advocated the elaction of a Colombian as
president of the synod organized in 1958, resigned upon re-election, but
consented to continue in office when delegates to the annual meeting rejected
his resignation.

Opened in 1936 by an independent, interaynodical North American group
(the Celmosa Mission), the mission field was offered ten years later to the
Bvangelical Lutheran Church and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, now
merged in the American Lutheran Church. Pastor Morck, a member of the UELC,
began work here in 1944,

Today, the ELC-CS has eight congregations and eight preaching places, with
five pastors, three missionaries and about 800 members.

Other officers elected by the synod at its meeting here in July were the
Rev. Juan N, Montoya as vice-president, Dr. Jorge E. Corzo secretary and, the
Rev. Pausanias Wilches treasurer.

The synod voted to close its '"Institute Biblico-Cultural," a Bible-secondary-
normal school for male students, which has served the Church for more than
20 years. Suspension of the school was voted, it was reported, because of
lack of students, with only six enrolled in the present school year, and
shortage of teaching personnel.

The resolution to suspend activities was softened by a c¢lause which inddi-
cated that the school may be reopened when '"there is a possibility of continuing,
or of implementing another educational plan."

This hope is partly envisioned in the synod's action to establish a program
of parish education to train lay catechists and to study the possibility of
a student hostel in Bogota, where residents could receive some hours of Bible
training while attending secular schools in the capital.

The training school for grade-school teachers and lay evangelists was
co-educational until 1962 when a secondary department for girls was added to
the synod's "Colegio Celeco' in Sogamaso, 150 miles northeast of Bogota.,

Colegio Celco acquired government accreditation in 1963 for its co-educational
grade-school department and hopes to receive accreditation soon for the sccondary
department, which has a present enrollment of 25 girls in first and second=year
studies. The third year will be added in 1965 and the fourth in 1966, when
it will provide full-fledged basic secondary courses, plus Bible study and
normal school training.

Al N
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FOUR CHURCHES APPLY
FOR MEMBERSHIP IN LWF 18 August 1964

GENEVA ~-- Membership applications of four Lutheran Churches located on
three different continents will be considered by the Executive Committee of
the Lutheran World Federation when it meets in Reykjavik, Iceland, from Aug. 30
te Sept. 5.

The applicants are two Churches of Rumania and one each of Tanganyiks and
Mexico. 1In addition, a congregation in Guayaquil, Ecuador, is asking the
Executive Committee to accord it recognized status.

Rumania's 164,000-member Bvangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession and
32,000-member Evangelical Synodal~Presbyterial Church of the Augsburg Confession
had initiated steps to join the LWF before the latter's Helsinki Assenbly last
year, but unexpected delays prevented completion of the process before that event.

The 375,000-member Evengelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika is the
product of the 1963 union of seven Lutheran Churches in that country. 8Six
of these have already been admitted into the federation as separate members.

Acceptance of the new ELCT, therefore, will have the unusuzl result of
causing a net reduction of five in the number of LWF member Churches.

Approval of all five applications would thus give the federation a new
total of 71 member Churches and ten recognized congregations, located in 41
countries. The present figures are 73 member Churches and nine recognized
congregations in 40 countries.

The 3,620-member German-speaking Lutheran church of Mexico consists mainly
of a large congregation in Mexico City, but it has affiliated smaller con-
gregations in other parts of the country.

Our Savior's lutheran congregation in Guayaquil has about 400 members.
It was originally part of the Lutheran congregation of Quito, Ecuador, which
was accorded recognized status by the LWF in 1957. However, it has now been

reorganized as an independent congregation and is secking separate recognition.

According to the LWF Constitution, any membership applications approved
by the Executive Committee are subject to a one-year walting period. During
that time, any of them would be invalidated if more than one-third of the
member Churches raised objection to it,

e
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JUSTIFICATION TODAY

Final Version of Document 75 of the 4th Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation

The Commission on Theology of the Lutheran World Federation, holding its first
meeting since the Helsinki Assembly, from July 29 to August 3, after careful
study completed its work on the cften=-cited Document 75 of the Assembly
dealing with the question of justification. The Assembly had received this
report as a summary of the discussion groups and referred it to the new
Commission on Theology for '"discussion, final formulation and publicatiocan™.
The Commission is now releasing the document together with a preface. This
preface is an attempt to take into account the discussion on the document

in Helsinki and further discussions since., The Commission plans to publish’
ins one~volume publication the prefacc and the revised Document 75, together
with a report on the entire work done on this guestion within the Lutheran
World Federation up to the Assembly. The texts of the preface and the

final revision of Document 75 are as follows:
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JUSTIFICATION TODAY
Final Version of Document 75 of the 4th Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation

Preface of the Commission on Theology

During the 4th Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Helsinki 1963, the
message of justification was discussed in 26 discussion groups under the motto
"Christ Today'. Preparation for these discussions centered in a study document
which' had been the subject of work over some months by a number of theclogical
study groups in the member churches of the LWF and in a series of main lectures
in the plenary sessions. The discussion of the questions related to Justi~
fication had been divided into sub-themes, but the work as a whole could not

be brought to a unified or complete conclusion. BRBecause of the press of
Assembly business and the limitations of time, the committee gummarizing the
reporte of the discussion groups attempted to combine the material from the
discussion groups with material produced as z result of discussion preceding
the Assembly. This summary was presented to the plenary session as Document s
and at once met with various objections. First there were those who opposed
issuance of any theological document on the ground that a statement from the
LWF would be wrongly supposed to have fquasi-confessional autkority. A sescond
group okbjected on procedural grounds, holding that Document 75 was not truly
representative of the group discussions and therefore should not be put forward
as such, A third group had theological objections to the structure, language,
or tone oif the document., Even after revision, the document was therefore

only "received" and referred to the new Commission on Theology "for discussion,
final formulation and publication'.

The Commission on Theology at its meeting in Pullach, Germany, July 29 to
August 3, 1964, re-edited the document in some of its formulations, but did

not alter its character. DBven in this present form, therefore, it should not
be viewed as a systematic presentation of the common opinion of the LWF on
Justification. The document will have fulfilled its function if it succeeds
in transmitting what crystalized from the work done on justification at the
Assembly and gives impetus to further discussion of this theme. The Commission
on Theology therefore points to the following guestions which lie behind the
six sections of Document 75.

1. The first section of the document recalls the question which was the subject
of lively discussion in Helsinki: How can contact be made between the
message of justification and the man of today? It was generally recognized
that even in the Bible justification, while undoubtedly the key form, is
not at all the most freguent form in which the gospel is proclaimed: the
gospel must be addressed to the human situation in many forms. The basic
question must be raised, however: Is it a necessary presupposition for the
preaching of justification that man asks how he may find a gracious God?

It should be renenbered that Paul did not start from this gqueation in
the way Luther did (Phil. 3:4-11)., 1s it not true for Paul that God's offer
of himself in fellowship, i.e¢. that his saving revelation, occurs precisely
in the proclamation ¢f justification (Rom. 1:17)? In this proclamation

God discloses himself to man in that he places man in a new relation to
himself. Faith means standing on the ground of this new relation to God and
drawing one's life from it. Is it not truec, as contemporary exegesis
generally assumes, that Paul sees the true character of life in this world
under the law (Rom. 1:18 to 3:20; 7:7-25) only on the basis of this faith?

T e
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In regard to the second section, the gquestion was asked, both in Helsinki

and afterwards, whether we may say simply that God justifies the godless

without reference to faith, such as Paul makes in Romans 4:5. God certainly
does not justily the 'believer! for the sake of his religiosity! But then

what does the constant connection between justification and "by faith"

mean? Jesus' fellowship with sinners, which is referred to in paragraph 7,

is to be interpreted in terms of the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:1 f£f).
Does not this parable say that being received again into the father's house

and returning home, that being forgiven and changing one's life, that
justification and faith are in actuality inseparable?

In regard to the short statements in the third section about the church
(paragraph 9) and baptiem (paragraph 10), the basic Reformation question

of the relation of word to sacrament should be borne in mind. Baptism is
only operative for salvation through faith. The urgent question is there-
fore how to make those who have been baptized recognize baptism as a call
to faith. In Romans 6 is not baptism proclaimed as God's saving act in
order to call forth faith and to call forth life from faith?

The fourth section emphasizes over against a narrowly individualistic
understanding that justification applies to all men and makes it possible

for the church to come into being. But the question remains as to how this
gsignificance of justification for community is connected with the clear
orientation of justification toward the individual. Is the proclamation of
Jjustification not the form of the gospel in which the gospel is most sharply
pointed toward the individual? In Romans, the statements on justification
culminate in an anthropological climax without parallel. Is the verdict
before the judgment seat of God, is the verdict of aquittal in justification,
ever heard in anything but final loneliness? Justification may in fact mean
helping the individual in mess society to find his own being as a responsible
mall.

Sections five and six call for a witness to the gospel by means of a life
lived in faith, a life determined by Christ's death and resurrection. This
challenge raises the question: How can the proclamation of justification

be so filled with content that it becomes a witness to Jesus' death and
resurrection and brings about a life lived in faith? And what is a witness
through deed to look like if the man who has been justified is and remains

a sinner? For Paul, justification was not only the formal acquittal of the
sinner for the sake of Christ (Rom. 3), but at the same time the power of
God which gives form to a life lived in fellowship with the crucified and
risen Christ (Rom. 6). A 1life lived in fazith is always at the same time

a life lived in hope directed toward the age to come in which all things

will attain perfection and in which suffering and struggle will be conguered.
The question remains as to how the penultimate goals and aspirations of

men can be given their true place and ilmportance in the light of this ultimate
goal,

If the results of the discussion at the Assembly presented in this document

are heard together with these questions, it may lezsd to a renewed search of the
Scriptures for the meaning of justification. In this way justification,
understood on the basis of the Scriptures, may come alive anew for the situation
in which we find ourselves.
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1. The Reformation witness to justification by faith alone was the answer to
the existential question: ‘'How do I find a gracious God?" Almost no one asks
this question in the world in which we live today. But the guestion persists,
"How do I find meaning for my life?" Jhen man secks for meaning in his life
he is impelled to justify his existence in his own eyes and before his fellow
men. He then proceeds to judge his fellow men by these same standards. This
is why men are confident of their own accomplishments and avid for recognition
and 'fame. It also explains why there is so much mutual accusation and con-
demnation. Do men not all compulsively pursue dreams of the Tfuture which

they expect will give validity to their lives?

2. Thus human life is full of diverse attempts to "justify" itself. BPut the
quest for self-justification no longer includes the quest for the justification
of man before God. Today more than ever we are deeply disturbed by a new form
of godlessness. DBut other ages have faced similar problems. The period of

the early church, the supposedly religious middle ages and the age of the
Reformation confronted godless environments. Nevertheless, pretisely in the
age of the Reformation the message of justification produced a renewal of the
church and released new forces which were able to free man for a new life in
fellowship with God.

3., Today, however, the church finds itself in a quandry as to how it should
preach the good news, whether words such as "sin', "grace and "justification"
may still be used, or whether other concepts must be found. The difficulty’
which the church encounters is not only the offence which the proclamation

of the gospel always causes among men. Man today no longer recognizes that it
is God who addresses him in the gospel. The gquestion of whether God exists
and how man can be his creation is 2 disquieting one which seriously troubles
even Christians. The message of justification presupposes that an encounter
takes place between man and God. Can the church make this presupposition a
reality? Can man be made so aware of the reality of God that the question

of justification becomszs the guestion of the justification of his existence
before God?

L, The answer to this decisive question has been given by God himself. For
man lives in God's world and expericnces God's goodness and God's wrath
whether he wants to or not. Because God has created man, he is always thers
confronting him. Even to the man who does not recognize or confess God's
presence nor praise him. God draws near: He sends his Son Jesus Christ that
+ the world may live.

IT

5. Jesus Christ is the act of God in which God has created salvation for all
men. 1t is God himself who justifies man through his Son who became man,
Jesus of Nazareth, crucified and risen. 4nd he justifies precisely that man
who has fallen away from him, the godless man who will have nothing to do with
him znd does not want to recognize and praise him =zs his creator, but desires
to go his own way and justify his own life. Here there is no difference among
men., Without Christ we all stand godless before God. The message of the
justification of man in Jesus Christ is not an ideology, but is rooted in the
words znd deeds of the earthly man, Jesus of Nazareth. This message grew out
of the encounter of the apostles with the risen Lord and was carried by then
into the world through the power of the Holy Spirit, and has been transmitted
to us.
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6. Through this message God's justifying asct in Christ comes to each one of
us. Only in the light of this message do we recognize our lost condition
before God., Through this message we realize how much God has loved even us
who were lost. This happens when in life znd dn death we rely on his promise
and thus receive the forgivencss of our sins. This act of God opens the door
to the immeasurable riches of Scripture for all who seek after God. Both the
0ld and the New Testpment get their significance from this fact. After =211
that God had done for his chosen people, in the fullness of time he sent into
the world of lost sinners his only Son, Jesus Christ, who was born of the
Virgin Mary and suffered under Pontius Pilate. Thus he established with
mankind the new covenant which will endure forever,

7+ When Jesus Christ had table fellowship with sinners, it was God himself
coming down into the depths of godlessness. The righteous took offence at

this because they assumed that God could associate only with the just and holy.
Now they learned that God justifies the sinner. That Chriet is with sinners

and lives as true man in the midst of the godless, this gives courage to believe
in the justification of man before God.

8. Although many expressions are used in Scripture to describe God's saving
acts, the imzsge of justification stands in the center. The substance of this
image, cven if 1t appears in other concepts, forms the core of Holy Scripture.
When the Reformation expounded the message of justification by faith alone

as the article by which the church stands or falls, its concern was not a
particular termineology but Christ's act itself and the glory of Christ who
alone redeems us from cur sins. Even today the church stands or falls by
whether it holds fast to the biblical message of justification. We would
betray God's actlion for the salvation of the world if we were to seek to bind
ourselves only to a terminoclogy and not to the reslity of Christ to which

such terminology bears witness. Gathered together in this one confession of
Christ, we summon the churches to repent wherever they have abused the message
of justification for purposes of self-justification and have thereby violated
the glory of Christ.

1171

9. The church of God on carth is built on faith in this Lord Jdésus Christ,
Through the church Christ's lordship on earth becomes effectual and creates

a new humanity. The lordship of Christ is actualized on earth when men believe
in Jesus Christ as their Lord and cbey his word. Christ never entrusts his
lordship to & church or hiersrchy which represents him on sarth. He does not
give his church the right of self-determination. The church 1s his body.

There is 1life in this body only as such life is sought and received through

his presence in the Holy Spirit. Thus the church is stripped of its self-
assurance and led to the =assurance of his mercy.

10, The justifying act of God in Christ comes to the individual primarily
through holy baptism. He wss once far from God; now he is near to him. The
old man has now no right to live, but only the new man reborn in Christ through
water and Spirit. VWhen we put such great emphasis on the gift and grace of
beptism, we must ask our churches, our pastors and all baptized members of the
church whether they take baptism so seriously that it serves to build up faith
and whether the baptized children are adequately instructed in his word and
kept in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
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11. New life grows =among men bthrough the preaching of the word and the
administration of the sacraments. Fellowship with Christ also creates a new
fellowship smong men., Among those who have received the one baptism and sit
at the one table of the Lord there is no distinction of race or nation. In
Christ the isolation of man and the division of humanity are overcome. The
peace of Christ summons mutually hostile men and nations to be reconciled with
each other. The menmbers of the new humanity maintain their peazce in this
world when they have fellowship In the body of Christ.

=
i

12, Justification crestes fellowship. The message of the gospel is truncated
if it is limited to the individual and his seeking after God., This message
embraces and renews the whole creation. The place where the justifying act
of God takes place is the church. This is the special task of the church in
God's plan for his creation.

13, The church is not the fellowshio of those who are righteous in themselves
and have separated themselwves from the world. 1t is the fellowship of
pardoned sinners who allow themselves in okedience to be sent into the world.
Like their Lord, the members of the church live among sinners, sat and drink
with them and make men's needs their own. The members of the church cannot
turn away from the world. They are called as Christ's disciples to give theon-
gelves for the world even if the world is not interested in this service.

14, Only when it is ready for such sacrifice is the church truly the church of
Christ, If, however, the church were to try to set itself up as a restricted
circle of the "rightecus” in this world, it would deny the message of justi-
fication and become a sect. TFor this message is addressed to Christians and
non-Christians alike. The church should be nothing other than the steward of
the means by which God justifics thc sinner whom he finds both inside and
outside the church.

15. If the church forgets this, 1t becomes an institution for the cultivation
of religious interests or ccclesiasticsl traditions. It then restricts its
effectiveness to certain levels of moclety and leads only a ghetto existence.

But the church has & promise for the future only if it is God's voice addressed

to all mankind. Its task is to summon the whole world, both mankind and the
church, befeore God znd to proclaim to both the judgment of God and his
justifying verdict. God loved us when we werc still his enemies. Therefors
we know that God loves and justifies the godless and holds his church open
for them.

v

16. The man who in baptism has received the justifying grace of God in Christ
is thereby called to & new life. The power of the resurrection ought to be
igible in his life, Faith sheuld show ditself in deeds of love: The early

Christi ns lived out this faith within thelr pagsn environment in such a way

that the men of thelr day were impressed by it. The reality of Christ could

be felt in the life and faith of the early church in spite of all the hunan
weakness which 1t, too, displayed. Today our church should ask seriously

why, unlike the great periods of its history, there are so few visible evidences

of dte fadth.
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17. We should not comfort ourselves by thinking that deeds of love may be
done quietly and for this reason remain hidden. \Where men in faith have
experienced God's love, this love shines even in a darkened world and causes
men to ask what produces such deeds.

18. Through baptism we are taken into the death of Christ so that in his
resurrection we may lead a new life. In Lutheranism the cross has become the
center of the proclamation, but in consequence the message of the resurrection |
has to a large extent been pushed into the background. This has also had .
consequences for the understanding of the Christian 1life. It has been for-

gotten that baptism embraces the whole life of the Christian and that the

power of the resurrection is at work in his life and death. The baptized man

who knows what has been given to him lives his life in conformity to the

crucified and risen Lord. He must be ready to give his 1life in order to

receive it again in Christ. '

19. We must seriously ask ourselves whether we as baptized Christians really
live according to the pattern of Christ's death and resurrection. Do not
Christians deny the life they have in baptism when they commit -themselves

to the way of success in which the cross must of necessity appear to them as
a sign of failure? Who is still ready to live out his baptism as a daily
life of discipline in the presence of God?

20, Perhaps our Christian way of living in this world has become so uncertain
because we no longer consider ourselves capable of living out such a witness
of faith. If we no longer want to become like Christ in his death, we can

no longer become like him in his life. Then it is also impossible for the
power of the resurrection to be for us the basis of life of the new humanity.

21. The criticism which today is directed towards the church is often based

on the fact that Christians are not what according to the will of their Lord
they should be. The life¢ of the church no longer corresponds to the pattern

of the New Testament. Critics of the church are of the opinion that Christians
should stop playing a role in which they themselves no longer believe.

22. A large part of the present criticism of the church would be silenced
if Christians had Christ's sacrificial love as the pattern which determines
their lives. Therefore we ask the Christian world whether it still believes
that the mystery of the grain of wheat is the law of life for the church.

253. It is an emcouragement for all of us to khow that there have always been
men who have lived their lives in conformity to Christ and who in the conflict
with the evil powers of the world have even submitted to death in the power

of the resurrection. Through the resurrection of Christ the cross has become
a sign of victory for all who have given their lives as a testimony to Christ
and his coming.

24%. The power of the resurrection does not confer secular power over the
hostile forces of our age. The church has weapons of a2 spiritual kind, the
word, prayer, deeds of love, and suffering, for its conflict with the forces
of evil. It is precisely through these weapons that God gives Christians a
share in hig rule over the world. Many conflicts between state and church
arise because the church does nét limit itself to its own task or because
secular authorities seek to hinder the church in carrying out its task. Only
when the church renounces all secular power, does it have the authority to
protest when a political power no longer holds men in respect and prevents the
growth of true community.
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VI

25. Faith in the crucified and risen Lord gives man the courage to live in a
world of demonic powers and temptations. We encounter such powers today in
exaggerated nationalism, in collectivistic ideologies, in democratic faith
in progress and in the materialism of the affluent society. In the midst of
these threats and temptations, justification through Jesus Christ gives man
a new courage to be. Through his baptism into Christ he receives a new
relationship to the world. He discovers that God can maintain his creation
even through evil men. God can even show his power by having his work done
by men who deny or hate him. Therefore justification gives the Christian
the courage to live his life under God's rule and to do good in cooperation
even with those who do not give the glory to God but take it for themselves.

26+ Faith conquers the meaninglessness which continually overtakes man in
his work. Even if it is not evident to him, the man of faith knows that
God has always been at work in the world. Where he must risk his 1ife, he

finds the courage to do so. He knows that the new humanity, the new humanness,

which has been given to the world through Christ's becoming man and rising
from the dead, must attain concreteness through him.

27+ & Christian does not lead his new life for his own glory. Only in contibual

repentance can he accept God's justifying verdict. Through this verdict the

church receives the courage to live in the midst of its enemies. Justification

even frees the church from the desperate effort to prove itself always right

28. The hopes with which modern humanity set out on its way are fading. But
men who know Christ may give this world a new hope today. All other attempt
to restore man's joy in living must sconer or later be unmasked as illusions

s

Christ is with us today. He protects us in the world. He delivers us in the

Judgment. He remains our hope forever.

f
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LILJE JOINS IN TRIBUTES

TO ANTI-HITLER PLOTTERS 24 July 1964

BERLIN -- Dr, Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Presiding Bishop of the United
Bvangelical Lutheran Church of Germany, joined with other West German churchmeén
and statesmen in honoring the memory of eight wartime resistance leaders who
were executed for conspiracy against the ﬂltlgr regime.

Spesking in the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church here, he said they acted
because they believed that "the chain of inhustanity and guilt" of the Nazis
could be broken "only if someone had the courage to take new guilt upon himself "

The memorial service he addressed was one of numerous held throughout the
country to mark the 20th anniversary, om July 20, of the abortive 1944 bomb

plot to assassinate 4dolf Hitler,

To commemorate the event, the West German Fost

special 20-pfennipg stamps portraying the eight martyrs, one of whom

famed Evangelical theologian of the Confessing Churc

g
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MISSTON LTADERS TO CONSIDER
NCHRISTIAN APPROACHE TO ISLAMM 24 July 1964

GENEVA ~- "The Christian Approach to Muslims” will be a major theme of
this yeav‘ annual snlarged meeting of the Lutheran World Federation's
Commission on VWorld Mission, to be held on fug. 16-22 in Uppsala, Sweden.

Dr. Arne Sovik, director of the LWF Dspartwment of World Mission, said
that "the militant resurgence of Islam and its rapidly increasing number of
adherents places before 211 missicons and churches the urgent necessity to
rethink their programs and reassess theilr witnessing ministry in relation to
the Muslim world."

"In order to bring the light of recent efforts and the challenge of this
singular task to the attention of churches and mission agencies related to
LWF/CWM," hegyia, three special lectures will be given at the Uppsala nmeeting.
Speakers and their topics ars:

Dr. W. Bijlefeld of Jos, Nigeria, director of the "Islam in Africa”
Project, "Introduction to Modern Islam;"

The Rev. Manfred Lundgren of Geneva, LWF/DWM secretary for Africa,
"Survey of the Christian Mission to Muslim Peoplea;"

The Right Rev. Jens Christensen of Mardan, West Pakistan, Bishop of the
Pakistani Lutheran Church, "Problems and Practices in the Christian Approach
to Islam."

In addition, participants in the mecting will receive field reports from
2 number of Lutheran churches and missions in 4frican and fsian countries whoers
Mohenmedans are strong.,

sentatives of Lutheran mission agenciles

Participation of about 150 repre
expected at the meeting. Host will be the

and Asian and African churchmen is
Church of Sweden Mission.

The CWM gathering will add further international interest to Uppsala's
celebration this year of the 800th anniversary of its archdioccese,

Immediately following the world mission mecting, on Aug. 24-25, will take
place the annual meeting of a related agency, the Board of Directors of the
IWF Broadcasting Service, operator of the powerful Lutheran radio station
in Addis Ababa, Ethicpi=z.

For the first time since 1t was constitu 'od in 1960, the beard will be
faced with the necessity of electi ol
o

chairman to replasce Dr. Frederik A.
Schiotz of Minneapclis, pres Amerlcan Lutheran Church, who last
year became president of the

=

Election of new board members also will be on the agenda of the broad-
asting service, inﬂluding = representative for Asia. Asia has not previously
becn represented on the LWFES board.
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TANGANYIKAN CHURCH ELECTS
BISHOP MOSHI AS PRESIDENT 24 July 1964

MWIKA, Tanganyika ~- Bishop Stefazno R. Moshi was elected to a four-year
term as president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika at the
Church's first general assenbly here.

The bishop has been presiding officer of the 450,000-member Church since
it was formed a year ago through a seven-way merger.

Hlected as secretary during the five~day assembly was Richard Mutenbee
of the Church's Northwest Diocese. G.J.J. Maeda of the Northern Diocese was
named last spring as executive secretary.

_Bishop Moshi was one of three noninees for the church presidency. The
others were the Rev. Elirehema Mwanga, president of the Northeast Diocese, and
the Rev. Thomas Musz, president of the Central Synod.

In addition to his positions as Bishop of the Northern Diocese and head
of the ELCT, Bishop Moshi is a vice president of the Lutheran World Federation

and a co~president of the All Africa Conference of Churches.

The seven church bodies which slerged, now synods or dioceses of the
united Church, had worked together for five years prior to the union through
the Federation of Lutheran Churches of Tanganyika,

At last year's constituting convention, fthe federation was dissolved and
a resolution was passed asking that the officers continue their service on
behalf of the new Church until elections at the first of biennial assemblies.

Besides Bishop Moshi, the other first officers of the new Church were
Mr. Maeda as secretary, Harald Palm as treasurer, and the Rev, Carl Johansson
as executive secretary.

Mr. Palm, it was reported, will continue to scrve as treasurer until he
begins a two-year furlough and study period in the United States this fall.

There was no election for treasursr during the general assembly hsre,
Instead, the delegates suthorized the Church's Bxecutive Council to appoint
a treasurer at a later date, i

In other action, azsembly efforts to draft an amendment to the ELCT
constitution which would have permitted the implementation of a proposed
cooperative assistance program were unproductive.

Referred to as JCT, the Joint Committee on fssistance to the Mission of
the Lutheran Church in Tanganyika, the proposal was drafted last year by the
Bany 1 B
15 overseas mission @&ageéncles yhich assist the synods and dioceses,

Under the program, support currently designated by the mission agencies
to individual synods and dioceses would be intergrated through JCT for final
allocation by the central office of the ELCT.

(MORE)
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A constitution committee of the ELCT had been given the task of drafting
both an amendment and detailed proposals for implementing the plan in the
event of its establishment. '

During the sessions that followed, the assembly was unable to agree on
the constitutional amendment. The disagreenment apvparently stenmmed from two
areas of concern.

Delegates cxpressed a wish for '"more specific information as to how funds,
personnel, and scholarships would be apportioned by the central office to the
joint work of the ELCT,"

In addition, they voiced concern that the rrogram might result in a net
decrease of the total assistance received by the synods and dioceses dindividually.

All seven Churches which merged had developed in separate Lutheran mission
fields in this East African country =zs a result of work in which the 15
mission societies or boards now have a supporting role.

Most of the fields were opened by German mission societies before World
War I, and the oldest dates back more than 80 vears.

Interruption of the German work during two world wars resulted in care
of the fields by Lutheran agencies in other countries, usually on a joint
basis and often with more than one netionality represcented.

The mission agencies involved include five from Germany, two each from
the United States (with Canada), Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, and one each
from Finland and the Netherlands.

fActing under official mandates from their respective agencies, represen-
tatives from the mission boards and societies drafted proposed "Articles
Governing Cooperation’ for the JCT last year.

Final action on the proposal was postponed until the first general assembly
of the ELCT this year "so that the will of the ELCT may be known by those who
would form the JCT."

Representatives of the mission agencies will review the proposed JCT
and the ELCT general gsssembly action during a meeting in conjunction with the
LWF Commission on World Mission sessions in Uppsala, Sweden, Aug. 16-22.

Ml
SWEDES SURPASS $3 MILLION
IN LATEST FISCLL YEAR 24 July 1964

STOCKHOLM® ~~ Lutherhj#lpen, the overscas assistance agency of the Lutheran
World Federation's Swedish National Committee, 'raised 16,270,000 crowns
$3,153,100) in cash during its fiscal year which ended on June 30, Director
ke Kastlund announced here.

This was 2.5 million crowns more than in the 1962-63 fiscal year. 1t
will enable the agency to fulfill the inecrcased oblipations acquired by the
recent fusion of Lutherhjdlpen with Svenska KyrkohjBlpen, which was the Swedish
Church's agency for more broadly ecumenical aid.

20
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REPUELICAN VIEW ON IMMIGRATION
"SHOCKS" U.S. LUTHERAN AGENCY 24 July 1964

HEW

YORK -~ The Lutheran Immigration Sepvice has Jolned more than a sccre of
similar agencies in branding the immigration plank in the 1964 Republican Party
1 "

platform as "meaningless,

The director of LIS, Donald . Anderson, md :d the agencies sent a joint svatement
to several top party leaders saying they were "deeply shccked”" by that poriicn of the
campalgn platform.

The statement, he said, was wired to the Reputlicun presidential nominee,
enator Barry Goldwater, as well as former President IDwmight D. senhower, Governors
Hllli.m Scranton of Pennsylvania and Nelson Rockefeller of New York, and others.
The telegrams were dispatehed the day after the platform was adopted at the party's
convention in San Francilsco.

51
e

svatement contended that the Immigration plank ’bonpluugly avolids

S
ues inherent in our present immigration policy and law." It further
consider this plank to be inncocuous to the point of being meaningless.

"

The OorL_dn of the platform with which the agencles took lssue pledges
Timmigration legislation seeking to reunite families and continuation of the 'fair-
-
share' vefugee program.”

Agencies noted that earlisr party piatforms "consistently and constructively
sought basic reform of the discriminatory aspects of our national immigration policy
and law."
"President Eizenhower, both as a candidate and durin e kils terms in office,
properly characterized the McCarran-Walter LAet of 1052 giscriminatory and

repeatedly called on the Congress to amend the law," the statement said.

LR
We

a valled,” it added, "at the fallure of the 1064 ﬁOﬁVeﬂtiﬁﬂ gt Jeast to
reaffirm the Republican Party pl & tained in thne 1960 platform.”

That pledge, it said, "recognized that 'immigration has historically been a
great factor in the growth of the United States, not on :3 ¢n numbers but in the en-
richment of ideas theat dImmigrants have brought with them,

The Jeint stetement by the agencies concluded by calling upon the leadership
of the Republican Party to issue promptly "a forthright uthtcmgn,’ on immigration
policy.

Tt urged a "policy that would do away with the diseriminatory national origins

quota svstem and correct other ﬁnequjTies in our present law that have had such a
gserious effect on our relationships abroad."
(MORE )
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Mr. Anderson said the 25 agenciles which signed the ztatement deal with
immigration and refugee matters fn behialf of Proiestant, Roman Catholie, and Jewish

a

bodies as well as labor and rnaticnzlity sroups.

"For the fipst time since 1952 a major

call for revigion of the discriminatory aspects of our immi

political party in fmerica hag failed %o
gration policy and law,

o

"Prior to this time, both major political parties recognized the basic
prineciples and moral issues involved. I cannot recall any time when agencies dealing
with refugee and immigration matters have reacted so unanimously and quickly.”

The LIS is 2 Joint agency of the Naticnal Lutheran Council and the Lutheran
Cﬁurcn——M1ssovrﬁ Synod., Farticipatin@ bodieg in the council apre the Lutheran Church
i) Ame ica and the American Luthersn Church.

= P

THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCES DISCUSS
"CHRISTIAN IN MODERN 20CI&TY' S5 riny gbl

HAMBURG, (West) Germany -~ A sumrons to Christians and the Church to become
responsibly Involved to a greaitsr degree in the soclal problems of present-day
society was sounded here ia wid-July by Prof. Kent S. Enutson of Luther Theological
Seminary in 3t. Paul (Minnesota)., USA.

Motivated by an unchangeable and unconditioned love, they must witness to their
faith through a dynamic inlter-action with a swiftly changling society, he said.

Pr. Knutson, who iz a professor of systematic theology, leciured heres under
ausplces of the Lutheran WOPL& Federation at a theological conference for Lutheran
pastors from different parts of Germeny, Norway, the Netherlands, France, Italy,
Austria and Czechoslovakia,

It was the second of the 1964 geriles of such annual summer conferences organized
by the LWF Department of Theology, This year's international team of lecturers spoke
at Oxford, England, July 6-10, Hamburg on July 13-17, and then were scheduled %o
finish at a conference in Berlin, July 20-24.

The 1964 conferences constituted the first major setting for the federation's
study of the theme "The Quest for True Humanity and the Lordship of Christ," which
last year's Helsinki Assembly asgigned to the LWF Commissilon on Theology for the
period until the 1969 Assembly.

Theme of the 1004 onferences was "The Christisn in Modern Scciesy." Professor
Knutson's topic was "Biblical Ethics in an Altered Scciety.” The other lecturers and
their topics were: ' :

€ a et o (o 3 LB - = L T e 1 LR S
Swedish novelist Guanar Edmar, "Man in Society:" Dr. Wolfgans Trillhaas,

professor of systematic theclogy at the JHLVersit of Gottingen, Germany, "Cooperation
between Chrigilans and Non-Christians in Society:;" Dr. U.Z. Leupold, professor of New
Testament at the Lutheran Seminarvy in Waterloo (Ontario}, Canada, "The Christian
Prayer for Society:;" Prof. Dietrich von Copen of Marburg, Germany, "The Isolation of
the Pastor from Socisty."

S
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SOUTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE
SEES LUTHERAN ROLE CHANGING : 24 July 1964

5S40 LEOPOLDO, Brazil -=- Measures aimed at a reassessment of Lutheranjem'
role in bLatin America in the light of changing social conditions and escumenical
relations were advocated here in July by a conference of Lutheran church
representatives from six countries,

Attended by nearly 100 pastors asnd laymen from the southern part of South
America, the conference addressed these proposals to its sponsor, the Committee
on Latin America of the Lutheran World Federation:

--That all possible means be used to fostor greater understanding of the
new ecumenical situation and an intensification of unity discussions among
Lutherans in Latin America, including those not affiliated with the LWF;

~-That closer ties be establiched with the study program of Latin dmerica's
ecumenical Board on Church and Society, and that the Lutheran Churches in the
several countrics consider further how they might help their congregations
to develop a social service ministry;

--That basic studies on the witness and service of Latin American Lutheranism
in the light of the Bible and Lutheran confessions be undertaken as preparatory
work for the fourth Latin American Lutheran Lnnfnrence, which is to be held
in Lima on July 5-10, 1965.

Such studies, it was pru[ sed, should be made with the assistance of the
Lutheran theological seminsries in Mexico, Argentina and Brazil. Coordination
of the results would be dene at a theological professors' conference immediately
before the Lima meeting,

Participants from Bolivia, Cnile, Argentina, Pavaguay, Uruguay and Brazil
Joined here in discussing the theme "The Lutheran Church Faceg the Changes of
our Time."

Main sub-topics deslt with in lsctures and discussions were "The Lutheran
Church Faces the New Ecumenical 5Situation in Letin dmerica," "The Lutheran
Church Faces the Social Revolutiaon,'" and "The Lutheran Church between Tradition
and Modernization.™

Host to the conference was the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession
in Brazil and its theological faculty here. Among the participants were the
directors and professors of the Lutheran tholeogical faculties in Jogé C, Pagz

and Villa Ballester, Argentina, and Porto Alspre, Brazil.

Begides the Lutheran chursch bodiles serving the nzative-born population in
the six represented countriecs, there were pastors present also from Danish,
Swedisl Norwegian, Hungarian, Latvisn and German Lutheran diaspora congregations
in those countries.

Observing the deliberations werc 15 fAmerican college students who were on
a study tour in Latin fnorica.

S
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UNITED THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
INAUGURATZD IN SOUTH INDIA 24 July 13564

RaJAHMUNDRY, South India ~-- Andhra Christian Theological Collegs, = new
united institution which will train pastors for nearily all the Protestant
Churches of the state of Andhra, was inaugurated here in July.

It functions on the campus of the former Luthergiri ILutheran Theological
College, which was united with the Andhra Union Theological Calle af Dornokal
ind the Baptist Theuolopical Collepe of Kakinada to fopn S

Principal of the new college is the Rev. W.D, Coleman, s missionary of
the Tutheran Church in smerica who headed Luthergiri before the mcfguT. He

and the other members of Lhe teaching staff were installed during the
inauguration cersmony.

Taking part in the procession at the ceremony were leaders and represens-
tqtiveo of the six Churches that supported the three former theological

leﬁﬂﬁ and that will now sponsor the united institution.

They dincluded Dr, G, Decvasahayanm, *reaiﬁmnt of the dndhra Lvangelical
Lutheran Church, the BRev. ¢. Doraswamy, vice-president of the South indhra

Lutheran Church, and churchmen from the No*tﬂ>vq Circars Baptist Convention,
Church of South India, Mathodist Church in Scuthern dsia and (inglican) Church
of Ingisz, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon.

The inauguration marked successful completion of seven years of neg
tiations., The new collese will funection on the “hall" system and its students

will be candidates for the deg
College in Wost Bengal.

Lorne

i

of Licentiate in Thaology from Sesram

L

TOKYO ~- Now that the Tirst oversecas missionary of
Lutheran Church, the Rev, Hiroshi Fujii, has left with hiw
for Brazil, the Church is meking plans to send at least three wore within a
decade.

Sending of additional missionary families to Brazil is part of a ten-year
pian drawn up by the new Commission on World Missions of the 12,000-member
JELC. Brazil has wany Jagparn immigrante.

Regular living coste of the Fujii famlly are being met by the Jdapaneec
Church, while other essential expenses are covered by the Board of World
Missiona of the Lutheran Church in Jjimerica, with which the JELC is associated.

Pastor Fujii will work in relationship with the Evangelical Church of
Iytheran Confession in Brazil, which already has inmerican and German missionaries
similarly serving in e The three Churches inwvolved in Pastor Fujii's
gervice dre all members Lutheran srations

World #Zod

His commissioning service
in June, with plons to stop in
they intend to sstablish thems

e habd A KJWﬂmoto in May, snd the Fujils left
ho United States en route. On reaching Bragzil,
ves in Szo Paulo

=0
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ALC MISSION IN BERMUBLA
TO BEGIN WORK IN AUGUST 24 July 1964

HAMILTON, Bermuda =-- A mission congregation of the dmerican Lutheran
Chureh is being organized here. Its pastor, the Rev, Dedric C. Every, will
begin conducting regulur services on dug. 9.

To be known as Peace lLutheran church, the new Lutheran congregation will
ke the first in Bermuda. 4 special act of the Bermuda parliament was necessary
to make possible the acquisiiien of property near Hamilton, the capital. A4
parsonage was bought and a house of worship will be erected.

Organization of the migsion follows a two-year study of the problems and
potentialities of the field conducted by the ALC's Board of American Missions.

There have been numerous requests for the establishment of a Lutheran
church, a board official said, by military personnel and tourists. The detailed
study included consultation with leaders of other Lutheran bodies, both in the
United States and Zurope, as well as talks with officials of other denominations
active in Bermuda.

Bermuda is a group of British islands about 650 miles southeast of New
York. They werc colonized by victims of an Atloantic shipwreck in 1609,

There have been other shipwrecks in that part of the sea because of the
coral reefs, and often victims who took refuge in the islands decided to
remain there. '

Population of Bermudszs is estimated at 50,000, .ibout two-thirds are non-
white.

~Ou

MISSOURI SYNOD TV PROGRLMS
TO BE SHOWN IN FRANCE - 24 July 1964

S§T. LOUIS (Missouri), USi -- American Lutheran religious television
programs will be seen in France as the result of recent negotiations, it has
been disclosed here. Thirteen episovdes of "This Is The Life," dramstic series
produced by the Lutheran Church--~Migsouri Synod, will be prepared for use over
the 35 outlets of Radio-Diffusion Television Frangaise in Metropolitan France,

Dr. Herman W, Gockel, religious adviser for the series, szid the program
will be shown during the week in periods considered prime time. The program
was requested by the network, which has apreed to handle the material through
a commercial contact,

Under the agreement, the religious message will remian intact and letters

that respond to the series will be forwarded to Lutheran church leaders in

France.

Little religious programming is currently used on television in France,
Dr. Gockel said, and it sppears priwmarily on Sunday mornings. The present
experimental project is sponsored Jointly by the Missoupi Synod's Board for
Buropean Affairs and Lutheran Television Productions Board,

il
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50-BED MISSICN HOSFITAL
NEARS CCMPLETION IN IxAW
GHORVEH, Iran -= 4 50=bed Lutheran hopsital isg
in the hes ] s

srt of the Avsb Middls BHast. It
Orient Mission of the

24 July 1964

nearing

completion here
is an

dertaking of the Lutheran
United States, which calls itself "an
mission te the Moslem world.'

inter~lutheran

On hand ready to take charge 1
Dr. Bichsrd Gardiner.
Louise, and the
the tiny @i

an expericnced dmerican medical missionary,
are his wife, thelr three-month-old daughter
Bungum,

an evangelist superintendent of

With him
Rev, Paul B, who is
ssion.

They hope to be able
"at least 2 minimum of &
equipment and supplies

4t
& or

o open 'the hospital f
gl
n

or cccupancy this summer with
But o great deal of medical and surgical
regiains to be acquired as the
obtains the necessary funds.

narent mission agéncy
5 e ]

Ground was broken for the hospital in June 1963 but had to be suspended
during an exceptionally severe winter. With its
department, the institution will
province of northwestern

50 beds and out-patient
S5erve

over 300 communities in the Xurdistan
Iran.

The Kurds are scrved by the Lutheran Orient Mi
in neighboring Iraq, where cvangelistic
two indigenous converts, Mr. and Mrs.

ission not only hers but
conducted out of Arbil by
Sadiq Shammi,

work is

Four American families formerly served under the LOM in Iraqi Kurdistan,
but in 1958 all foreign missionarics wers ordered to leave the
Under Mr, Shammi's leadership, = Sunday school is attendsd by about 30
worship services by nearly 100. There i
personal counselling, home

country.
and

are also Bible study classes,
visitation and fellowship meetings.
S0
DR. RADHnKQISHNHN MAKES GLET j
TO LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 2h July 1964
RENIGUNTA, South India -- Dr. &
has sent a

8. Radnuakrishnan, President of India,
check for 500 rupecs ($105) to the Lutheran hi school here, in
which he received hisg sccondary education.

The school, at that time

located in Tirupati, v
German missionaries and is

vas started by Hermznnshur
now part of the South Andhra I
which is associated with tﬂc Ame

Lutheran Church,
rican Iumtheran Church.

Dr. Radhakrishnan's gift has @ dinterest
it yields will be used to present to the graduate receiving
the highest marks in the public examinztion for high school graduates,
those intending on to college.

keen put in a savings

sccount. Th
& prize each year

o

to go

anong
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GJELSTEN LEAVES LWF RADIO,
TAKES POSITION WITH NMS 24 July 1964

GENEVA -~ The Rev. Gudmund Gjelsten, for the past two years broadecast
gditor of the Lutheran World Federation's Radio Veoice of the Gospel, h=s
resigned hisg position to accept a call as litersture secretary of the
Norwegian Missionary Socicty.

This was announced simultancously at the office of the LAF Broadcasting
Service in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, ~nd at NMS headquarters in Stavanger, Norway.
Pastor Gjelsten and his family are presently on leave in Norway.

The 35-year-o0ld mass communications specialist formerly served in the
society's literature department with editorial responsibility for the periodical
Ny Horisont and the NMS information service.

In announcing that he was leaving the staff of the powerful shortwave
station which beams programs to many parts of Africa and Asia, Pastor Gjclsten
stressed that radio has the potential of being "the greatest pulpit in the
world™ if the Church exerts itself to use it in asn effective manner.

"We must not overrate the possibilities of radio," he said. "But
an excellent instrument for evangelism and Christian education when it is
used in the right way."

Pastor Gjelsten was one of the first staff members appointed by the LWF
Broadcasting Service. He began work @s sccretary for audience relations in
January 1961, more than two years before the station went on the air.

(e

TWO MISSOURI SYNOD CLERGY
TO ATTEND VATICAN COUNCIL 24 July 1964

ST. LOUIS (Missouri), UBA -~ Two clergymen of the Lutheran Churche-Migsouri
Synod will attend the third scssion of the 3ccond Vatican Council in Rome this
fall, President Oliver R. Harms has snnounced.

They are Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, speakcr on the International Lutheran Hour,
and the Rev. Norman Temme, director of public relations for the synod.

Neither will serve zs an official representaztivs. Dr. Hoffmann was in-
vited by augustin Cardinsl Bea, president of the Secretariat for Promoting
Christian Unity, to be a "guest of the secretariat.”™ In thies capacity he will

be granted the same privileges as those accorded delegate observeors.

Pastor Temme will attend as an accredited press ropresentative at the
request of the synod's Board for Public Relations. He will reprssent several
Lutheran publications. Both men will attend = portion of the session, from
Sept. 1% to Nov. 20.

=0~
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LCA URGES U.S5. CITIZEWS
TG OBEY CIVIL RIGHTS 4CT 24 July 1964

PITTSBURGH (Pennsylvania), USA == The Lutheran Church in America closed
its second biennial convention here in July with a strong endorsement of the
country's new civil rights law.

The LCA urged "all citizens to join in compliance with the Civil Rights
fct in letter and in spirit" and called upon its 3.2 million members %o 'take
the lead in theilr communities to encourage obtedience to this legislation.'

£

=W

The act, signed into law
elight~-day meeting, was hailed
gecure rights to which we, &s

President Johnson the day the LCA opened its
.

& historic advance in the long struggle to

ristians, believe all citizens are entitled.”

T

Minutes before passage of the civil rights resolution, the 700 delegates
adopted a statement on race relations that had been considered for nearly

eight hours over four business segsions of the convention.

Subject of most debate was the controversial issue of c¢ivil discobedience
as a justifiable means of combatting racial unjustice when 211 other alter-
natives have failled.

#Ag finally approved, the statement stressed that "if and when the means
of legal recourse have been exhausted or =

may then choose to serve the cause of racial justice by disobeying a law that
clearly involves the violation of bthelr obligations as Christians.!

In so doing, however, church mekbors were cautioned that they must be
willing to accept the venalty for their actions, to limit and divect their
protest against a specific grievance or injustice, and to carry out their
protest in a non-violsnt, responsible manner.

The statement said "it must be recognized that laws have been, and may
in the future be enacted, or social custome may exist, which are believed to
be in basic conflict with the constitutional law of the land cr the moral
law of God."

In such circumstances, it added, the Church aznd its members are "recognized

as free by all lawful means, including participation in peaceful demonstrations,
to urge repeal of such laws or to effect change of such customs."

The original version of the statement included direct reference to
"oivil disobedience™ but this phrase was replaced by "peaceful public demons-
trations' after the section in dispute was referred to a special committes for
redrafting.

rates

¥

Early in the prolenged debate on the race relations statement, dele
became embroiled in controversy over the meaning of blaspheny.

The introductory section of the statement recommended by the LCA's Board
of Social Ministry quoted from the Prayer of the Church, normally a part of
the liturgy at Sunday services in local congregations, to point up the evils
of racism,

(MORE)
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The disputed sentence, quotinga petition in the prayer, declared that ''to
stand before God and pray that he will Ytake from us all hatred and prejudice,!
and then as 2 praying Church to discriminste among men on any such sinful
basis, is an act of blasphemy."

Dr. Raymond D. Wood of Atlanta (Georpia), president of the LCA's South-
eastern Synod, meved to strike the phrase "an zct of blasphemy" znd insert in
its place the words "a contradiction of this prayer.!

Discrimination is "sinful" but describing it as "blasghemy'" gives the
impression it is an unpardonable sin, Dr., Wood said. '"Let us be loving and
kind and patient with one another and not condemn,” he pleaded.

He told the convention that many of the Lutheran churches in Georgia,
Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessse, the territory of his synod, have opened
their doors to all Christians sad that "for many of our people God has taken
their prejudice away.”" However, he added, "segregation no doubt will con-
tinue in many of our congregations."

Dr. George W. Forell, professor of Protestant theology at the State
University of lowa, defended the use of "blasphemy! in the statement as
correact,

"Blasphemy," he szid, '"ds using the name of God in vain. If I pray that
I should be freed from prejudice and do not really want to freed from prejudice,
I am using God's name in vain and committing an act of blasphemy."

Further debate on the issue was marked by zn attempt to smend Dr. Wood's
amendment by adding the phrase "and an affront to God,!" but this was defeated.
As finally sdopted, thes statement included the change advocated by Dr. Wood.

0=

CORRECTION

Please note that the foregoing story in part constitutes a correction
of certain phrases in the first part of the etory "American Lutherans 4dopt
Statement on Race Relations" which we issued in our Releasc No. 24/64 of
July 16, 1In the previous story, delete the references to "blasphemy" and
"eivil disobedience! since these oxpressions were changed by convention
action, Likewise, in the story that follows in the same rslease, titled
"LCA Convention Formulates Uniform Communion Practices," please delete the
last part of paragraph 1%, which reads: " . . . and our people should be
increasingly encouraged to avail themselves of it."

o e
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HELANDER, DEPOSED BISHOP,
LOSES APPEAL IN SWEDEN 10 July 1964

STOCKHCOLM -~ Lutheran Biskhop Dick Helander has lost his appeal for
acguittal from a 1953 conviction of having circulated defamatory anonymous
letters about rival candidates din his eplscopal election a year earlier.

However, the Superior Court here, in a verdict rendered at the beginning
of July, found unreasonable his original sentence of dismissal from office. 1t
changed the sentence handed down by the lower court in Uppssla to a fine of
50 days' salary.

The deposed churchman, now 68, is too old to resume active episcopal
sérvice. But the revised sentence will entitle him to claim 600,000 crowns
(over $116,000) in wages and pension for the 11 years since he was removed
from the bishopri¢ of Stringnis.

Bishop Helander declered that he was shocked by the court's "incredible"
failure to clear his nanme. Interviewed at a cottzge where he is now living
in southern Sweden, he said:

"after 11 years of sufferings and efforts, I had hoped to be able to
288 the rest of my life in peace. Before God and man I insist that 1 did
not write those anonymous letters.’

He stated that he would never give up his fight for acquittal, Both
his lawyer and the Swedish Attorney General, the prosecutor in the case, said
they would consider whether to invoke their right of appeal to the Supreme
Court. '

To be able to have his case reviewed by the Supreme Court, Bishop Helander
will have to prove that the Superior Court mishandled his case or offer fresh
evidence that might strengthen his plea of ihnocence.

Four judges took part in the Superior Court's decision. 4 fifth, the
original presiding judge, had to drop ocut during the seven-month retrial
that began last September after suffering a heart attack.

None of the remaining four voted for acguittal. They were split 2-2,
however, on the revision of the sentence. ‘hen such a tie occurs, the verdict
which favors the defendant prevails,

The court said it was convinced by the svaillable presumptive evidence
that Dr. Helander was the author of the letters which attacked the guali-
fications of other candidates in the 1952 Stringnas diocesan election.

Following the election, the crown appointed him to the vacant see, but
early in 1954 he was ocusted because of the libel conviction.

In the 76-page Superior Court verdict, heavy stress ie laid on the pre-
sumptive grounds which dincluded such matters as Dr. Helander's manipulation
of several typewriters, didentificatiocn of type letters, the diction used in
the missives and their contents,

e
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FINNISH SEARE IN ECUMENICAL
AFFAIRS PLEDGED BY SIMOJOKI 10 July 1964

HELSINKI -« In his flrkt press interview following his appointment as
Archbishop of Finland's nationsl Tutheran Church, Bishop Marttl Simojoki
pledged here the c)ntlnuan pi ticipation of his Church in ecumenical affairs.

He said a specizl socurce of happincss for him was his meny friendshivps
with leaders of sther Churches--"mot only in the Scandinavian Luthersn
Churches but also elsewhere, including these sutside the Lutheran church

amily."

The 55-year-old Archbishop-elect, who is first vice-president of the
lutheran Worlé Federation, called the eccumenical movement "a remarkable fact
of church history which the present generation receives from God as a pgift and
a task.'

Noting that the Finnish Church "has its own place'™ in the ccumenical
movement and that the previous primates 'have done basic work for it,"
Bishop Simojoki declared: 'MFor my part, I shall try to continue &n the same
basis.!

On the national level, he stated his intention to lead the Church
toward a fulfilment of 1ts proper role in the whole of Finnish life, zo that
it may "more than sver become a national Church, a Church for the natian,
= Church for the people of today.”

Dr. Simojoki, who has been Bishop of the strategic Diocese of Helsinkil
since it was constituted 959, was named Archbishop of Turku by Presideat
Urho Kekkonen on June 18 ‘er a diccesan election had given him an absolute
majority for the post.

The Helsinki churchman is sleso chairman of the Finniﬁh National Committes

of the LWF., In succeesding Archbichop Ilmari Szlomies as Primate of the
national Luthur“a Church, he will become the S5lst occupant of the sse of
FI'

urku.

Upon the annsuncenent of his appointment, one of the first me
felicitaticn received by Bishop 3imojoki was from Dr. Kurt Schmidt-
gxecutive secretary of the LWF. In the name of the federation's B ;
Committee and staff, Dr. Schmidt-Clausen expressed wishes for Guod's rich
blessing on the new Archbishop.

In fulfilment of =2n cngegement made earliesr, Bishop Simojoki left here
that some evening for East Q“ru any, where he was scheduled to take part in
a provincial Kirchentag of the Bvangelical Church of Pomeranis at Greifswsld,

Hoe went to participate in the four-day church rally on invitation of the
head of that Church, Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher, who is o fellow
membor of the LWE Exscutive Conmittee.

Bishop Bimojoki's predecessor, Archbishop Salomies, plans to retire on
he age of L. He has headed the Archdiocese of Turku since 1951,

(EDITORS: Fur biopraphicel material on Bishop Simojoki, see our Relcase
Ko, 21/6% of June 4%, page 5.)

()
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NORWEGIAN SEAMEN'S MISSION
BEGINS CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 10 July 1964

0SLO == Throughout Norway, the 282 local societies of the Norwegian
Seamen's Mission are currently observing the agency's 100th birthday at
their annual meetings and special events.

The local celebrations will lead up to a national one to be held in
Bergen, headquarters city of the seamen's mission, on fug. 28-31. King
Olav V, the agency's chief patron, is expected to attend the Bergen events
on Aug. 30.

With 32 port stations around the world, 150 employees, and an annual
‘budget of seven million crowns ($981,000), the Norwegian Seamen's Mission
is the largest Lutheran agency of its kind in any country.

Members of the Storting (parliament) this spring expressed high
appreciation for the mission's work and discussed how the government might
lend its assistance.

About 1,000 society delegates and special guests are expected at the
Bergen centennial celebration,

Among the latter are Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren of Sweden, bishops from
the Finnish and Danish lutheran Churches and the Church of England, and
Bishop Hans-Otto W8lber of the Lutheran Church in the 8tate of Hamburg,
Germany.

The president of the Lutheran World Federation, Dr. Fredrik 4. Schiotz,
has sent from the United States a message expressing regret that the meeting
of the LWF Exscutive Committee in Iceland will prevent his attendance at the
Bergen festivities.

Noting that the agency's service involves '"both the cup of cold water
extended to the stranger in Jesus' name and the provision of opportunity for
believers to come together in a fellowship of prayer and Bible study,"

Dr. Schiotz sald:

"For the faithfulness of the Norwegian Seamen's Mission in this very

important service to the seafarers of the world, the Lutheran ¥orld Federation
salutes you and thanks God for you.

"As you look to ogging the threshold into the second century of

cro
possible service, be assured that He who has called you will continug to
establish the work of your hands."

The society in Uslo will hold its local celebratiocn on Sept. 6 in
Town Hall, with Crown Prince Harald representing the royal family.

ot
o
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NEW SPANISE SERVICE BOOK
AND HYMNAL OFF THE DPRESS 10 July 196k

NEW Y0RK =~ & now bosk of worﬂkin for Spanish-gpeaking Lutheran
ongregations in the destern Hemisphere has come off the press.

First copies of the combined service book =nd hymnal, "Culto Cristiano,!
appearsed in Junc, zecording to Dr., William G. Arbaugh, editsr snd chairmsn of
the inter~Lutheran Spanish Hymnal Committec.

Represented on the committee are the three m
in Worth Americat ILuthevan Church in 4merica,
Lytheran Church--Missouri Synod.

ajor Lutheran church budies
crican diutheran Church, and

book have been printed.

Some 25,000 copies of the 76«
it 160~page ovocasional-

Published sinmultancously was "Ri
service and altar book for pastors.

4]
1

The two volumes have matching bindinpgs and styling and the same page
size as the Service Book and Hymnal used by Horth American Lutherans in

w

their English-lsnguage worship.

have co s of hrick-ped cloth with titles and o Latin or
Dttmﬁad in gold. Lhe Speanish titles, respectively, mean "Christian
and "Christian Ritual."

Ineluded in "Cults Criastis 412 hymns, liturgical mu gpoeciaily
vrepared for the bock,; an order of worship for Sunday schonl use, =ndé =
Spanish version of Martin Luotherts Small Catechisnm.

Eals}

"Oulto Cristianc” is described as "the answer to o long-felt need
"the most comprehensive liturgical service book ever published in Spanish.™

The Bpanish Hymnal Committes was formed in September 1955. Work on
two volumes began fornmally in February 1956.

B .;, ey e S

S vommittee ncmbers iﬂCIPivi musical and liturgical LCthurS as well
spanish erican writers snd ﬂﬂﬁt”r“ of Bpanish pericdica fhve Soaa
smerican countries wore ra

nted among the uelkbruhlp-

Barly drafts of the work werc reviewed by officisl corregpondents in
almost all the Spanish fmerican countrieb.

Publisher of the two volumes is "Publicaciosnes Il Escudo," a corvoraticn

representing the LCA, ALC, LC-MS, and the Natlonal Lutheran Council fbr julnu
sponsarship of major publi cwti'nL in Spanish,

Distribution and sale of the books will be undertaken by boards of the

three cooperating bodies and the Copmittee on Latin America of the Lutheran
World Federation.

Advance orders, Dr. Arbaugh said, will =zbsorb nearly all the 25,000
copies of "Culte Uristiano” and the 2,000 copies of "Ritual Cristiano"
which were printed,
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ALC DRCPS STAFF EVANGELIST®

WHO "SPEAKS IN. TONGUESH . 10 July 156k
MINNEAPCLIS

engagenent of a

fullness of thsz

icah Lutberan Church has acted to discontinue the
ﬂisz Wwho
sihileh sa

SA¥5 th e

At an annual meeting here in July, o
renew & call to the Rev. A. Herheri djor
year. Lt acted on recommsrdetion of the

voted not to
end of the
s1dsm.

the phelum_ncn of "apeaking in

satanent s5 a divine gift enjoyed

Technically known ag :
iz mentioned a few times in ths
some 1p the apostolic Churci.

Reported cases of It in
recently a policy statement cautioring that while the ALC "does not
speaking in tongues, (it) at this zift i

in Scriptures where it 1s describaed as once of the lesser gifts of th

dmerican churcho

s led the Church Council

It asked ALC congregs
tongues &t conprepational worshi
techniques or pr ”"tlcm of tonpgueg-~s <
those who profes to have the giflb to
lj_J_ (=

?Gc&king |
< tL_, ]
tings. T
fo ]

o Eadgrles B Belide

eopTuEdng s

In introducing the «
ALC president, said the praoctice
divisiveness witnin ssveral

Termnination of Fastor MVjorud's
alter his status asz an ALO clcrgyzano 3r. ﬂcm’“
s5till be eligible to be called to : ;

Pogstor Mjocrud, who ay
that 24 vears ago he rece:

Idness of
6

by which he wes able to cag

i s i

BOGOTA, Colembia -~ Beth the proe:
Dr. Fredrik A. 8¢hiotz, and the executi

pian to be present at Lhe fourth bLatin sme o
it wasg announced hero by the Rev. Guido Tornou

=~ Lutheran dorlid Federation,
ry, Dr., Kurt Schnidt-Clausen,
1 Lmtheran Conference in i8G5,
it acting dirvectory ef the

S

LF Cormittee on Latin fmericsa

The federation-sponsored conference is to take place in Husmpandi,
near lima, on July 5-10, 1965,

S
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HUEBNER 70 SUCCEED HALFMANN V'
48 BISHOP OF HOLSTEZIN 10 July 196L

KIEL, (West) Germany -~ Dr. Friedrich Hilbner of Hamburs, dean of the
Stomarn district in the Lutheran Church of Schleswig-Holstein, has been elected
f

Bishop of Holstein by the Synod of the Church.

The S53-year-old chuirman of the Lutheran world ders Committee on
Latin America will be consecrated to the bishopric here on dug. 11, succeeding
the late Dr., Wilhelm Hzlfmsan, who died in January.

Officiating at the scrvice will be Bishop Eanns Lilje of Hannover,
Pregiding Bishop of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) .
He *will be assisted by other North German bishops, and some churchmen from

neighboring Scandinavia also are exvected to bhe present.
2 g ¢ M

Dr. Hiibner has been provost of Stomarn since the spring of 1962, Before
that, he was for 12 yeare a senior executive (Oberkirchenrat) at the Hannover
central office of the VELED,

He was chairman of the general Committee on fArranzements for the
federation's 1952 fssenmbly at Hannover. When the Lauln America committee was
constituted at that time, he was desipgnated to ssrve on it in representation
of the German Naticnal Conmmittee of the LWE,

He then became seccretary of the Latin America committee, and when his
mandate as German reprosentative was renewed after the Minneapolis #ssenbly
of 1957, he was czlected chalrman.

following the 1963 Assembly in Helsin
of the committee, whose future is to tg de
this sumner.

nki, he was named chairman Pro-ten
cided by the LWF Exe QuthL Committes

Born on June 25, 1911, in Bangalcre, India, of Schleswig-Holstein
missionaries, Friedrich Hibner was a lecturer at the theological school in
Bethel, Germany, in 1935-36, and missionary to india from 1937 to 1947, The
following three years he served a pastorate in Schleswipg-Holstein.

-

CARIBBTAN LUTHERANS TO OPEN
THEOLOGICAL CENTER IN FERRUARY 10 July 1964

MEXICO CITY -~ The new fugsburg Center of Theolopgicsl Studies, a jolnt
undertaking of Lutherans in the Caribbean region, will open its first academic
year next Fgbruary, its Coordinating Committee decided at a meeting here.

Provisionally the institution is to he locsted dim Mexico City. During
the initial year its orgenizers hope to be able to cccupy the premises of
the Mexican Lutheran Church's theolopgiecal school, which will bhe dncorporated
into the new center.
its NLWW

Makinz firet class

up

students from Lutheran

i
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LUTHERANS IN NORTH AMERICA
TOTAL 8,870,721; GAIN 1.6% 10 July 1964

NEW YORK -- Membership of the Luthéran Churches in North America totaled
8,870,721 adults and children at the end of 1963.

The Lutheran bodies reported 8,580,271 baptized members in the United
States and 290,450 members for their affiliated groups in Canada, according
to the annual statistical summary issued here by the National Lutheran Council.

The total represents a net gain of 135,987 members or 1.6 per cent during
1963, Of this gain, 131,302 was in the U.S8., and 4,685 in Canada. The per-
centage of increase was the same as in 1962. The percentage was 1.8 per cent
in 1961 and 1.7 per cent in 1960. In the 50's, the average gain was 3.1 per
cent.

Comprising the third largest Protestant confessional grouping in America,
the Lutheran Churches are exceecded in numbers only by the Baptists and
Mothodists.

The NLC's summary is based on statistics supplied by ten Lutheran church
bodies, six of which recorded net gains in membership while three reported
no change and one suffered a loss.

In the past four years, the number of Churches reporting has been sharply
reduced as nine bodies ended their separate existence through mergers. Two
of these took place in 1963.

The American Lutheran Church, formed in 1960 by union of the ALGC,
Evangelical Lutheran Church snd United Evangelical Lutheran Church, was
joined last year by the Lutheran Free Church. The National Evangelical
Lutheran Church united with the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod.

Alsc in 1963, the Lutheran Church in America completed its first full
year of operation. The LCA was organized in 1962 by merger of the United,
Augustana, Finnish Evangelical and American Bvangelical Lutheran Churches.

The gain in Lutheran baptized membership of 135,987 in 1963, distributed
among the 18,427 congregations, marks an average net increase of 7.5 new
members per local church.

Confirmed ovr =dult membership rose by 107,718 to a grand total of
5,893,002, a gain of 1.9 per cent. This would indicate an average net
accession of 5.8 adult members per congregation in 1963.

Largest of the Lutheran bodies is the Lutheran Church in America with
3,227,157 némbers, It reported a net increase ©f 26,843 or 0.8 per cent.

For the 19th consecutive year, the highest numerical increase was made
by the Lutheran Church-~-Misscouri Synod, second largest Lutheran body, as it
accounted for 43.8 per cent of all the new members reported. Among the
major bodies, it also showed, for the sixth year in a row, the greatest gain
on a percentage basis.

(MORE)
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The Missouri Synod had a gross increase of 72,181 baptized members, or
2.8 per cent, to boost its total membership to 2,683,876, including the
12,560 members of the Naticnal Evangelical Lutheran Church, which became a
part of the synod in June of last year. The net increasss, however, was
59,621, or 2.3 per cent over the combined 1962 memberships of the two bodies.

Third largest of the bodies, the American Lutheran Church, had a gross
upswing of 133,640 members, or 5.5 per cent, to a total of 2,544,617. Included
were 88,523 members of the Lutheran Free Church, which joined the ALC in
February of 1963. The nct increase was 45,117, or 1.8 per cent over the
combined 1962 memberships of the two bodies.

=

EVANGELICAL AWAKENING REPORTED
IN ETHIOPIAN RURAL AREAS 10 July 1964

ADDIS ABABA -- Ethiopia, especizlly in ite ocutlying areas, is experilencing
‘an Evangelical Christisn awakening that borders on the miraculous. Gospel
activity by missionzriecs and national workers is drawing an eager response
from thousands of villapers.

Workers of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission reported that more than
5,000 Ethiopians have been converted in the past three or four months.
Earlier thec rate was about 800 a month.

A travelling #Sthiopian worker who on a previous visit to a mission
station reported 39 converts, reported 201 the next time. On his latest
trip he said: '"Now there are so many that I have to count thenm by villages--
there are 33 villages rcady to receive the Gospel.”

A record total of 1,500 complete Bibles was sold last year by the
Joint Agency of the Bille Sccieties.

In the first four months of 1964, rmore than 400 illiterate adults were
taught to read and write under the literacy program of this country's Mekane
Yesus Evangelical (Lutheran) Church.

This brought to 57,502 the number of persons who have become literate
gince the launching of the program, which now has nearly 500 paid teachers in
530 schools. The program is now beginning its third year.

The literacy program is supported by the German Protestants' overscas
aid agency "Bread for the World" and the Swedish Lutherans' "Lutherhjglpen"
as a Community Developnent Service project of the Lutheran World Federation.

Its achievement in bringing the latest 400 adults to literacy through
an hour's daily teaching for three months carned for the Lutheran literacy
campaign office a Soccilzsl Service Certificate from the Minister of Community
Development of the Ethiopilan government.

Lo
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HISTORY OF ROMAN MASS
IN NEW ERA, VAJTA S4i¥8 10 July 1964
BERLIN -- The S5gcond Vatican Council marks the dividing line between
two epochs in the history of Romsan Catholic publie worship and the mass, the
director of the Lutheran World Federation's Department of Theéology declarsd
here,

Dr. Vilmos Vajta, one of the cbservers of the LWF at the council scssiohs
said that "just as the Council of Trent (1545-63) oceasioned a new liturgical
epoch within the Noman rite, so the Sccond Vatican Council will doubtless
have a comparable affecot,”

In a lecture at the Kirchliche Hochschule kere, he stresscd thzt the
basic principles of the new liturgical Constitution produced by the latter
"oring the Tridentine (Trent) periocd to a conclusion."

The Council of Trent fixed the Roman Catholic position over against the
distinctive emphases of the Frotestant Reforrmation.

Dr, Vajta said thet “every heir of the Refor _.+1on e AMUSE PoioleE
that the aspects of the liturey now be cing underscored by the Roman Catholic
Church "are precisely the elements which are Punlumental for evangelical
liturgiend 1ife."

Such aspects which he cited sre “the renewal of the use of Scripture in
the liturgy, the proclamation of the wighty acts of God, the active partici-
paticon of the faithful in worship on the basis of their baptism and, egpecially,
the restoration of communion in the cuchsristic celebration. ™

He acknowledged that, whereas "Trent focused on
regﬁrulng the mﬁud,” the current council sceks to
and places its "renovations'™ on s pastoral plane,

iatic considerations
dogmatic continuity

Nevertheless, hs voiced conf¢ubnce that "the old principle, 'the rule
of prayer determines thc rule of fa ' will surely cnce again prove to be
valid. u

The Hungarian~born theole lan, now s
that the kind of liturgical practice advocated by the
"poses problems for Catholic

y expressed conviction
Second Vatican Council
gmatics which have not yet been solved.’

After citing some sxamples, he said: "The Gospel requires us to continue
to raise these questions; but now they have become questions which are
dirscted at Catholic dogmatics by liturgical practice itself as this has
been legislated by (the new) Constitution.

"This provides a new basis for discussion botween the Churches.

The 46-year-old theologinn's ure herc was one of his last before he
leaves his LWF post in Geneva on Sep 1l to become research professor of the
Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessional Resesrch at Strasbourg, France.

(MORE)
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An alternate at the first session of the Vatican Council in 1962,
he was one of the fsderation's regulardelegateobse_vers at the scecund sessilon
last year and will be apain =2t the third session this autumn.

N¥ith respect tu the necessity of having 2 congregation present to give
meaning to a churchly azct of worship, Dr. Vajta said the Vatican Council
seems to have taken a theological vosition "according to which privately

celebrated masses are still possibl , but communal ones appsar as most
appropriate to the nature of the mass.
H"_\ i

This," he commented," represcnts = considerable difference, not only
from Trent, but from more recent magisterial pronouncements. An approach

is made to the congregational worship for which the Reformation strove. .« . .
It is possikle to ask whether zn epoch in the history of the mass has come

to an end.'

EDITOR RETIRES

ENCYCLOPEDIA
SEMINARY PROFESSORSEIP 10 July 1964

FROM

DI
TNA
DUBUQUE (Iowa), USA =~ Dr, Julius Bo”enciack, editor of the Lutheran

Encyclopedia, has retlr>ﬂ from his professcrship of Hew Testament at Wartburg
Theological Seminary here., He was 70 in May.

Dr. Bodensieck has headed the Lutheran World Federation's encyclopedia
project since its initistion ten years ago. Bxcept for twe years, he was
gimultaneously engoged in full-time tezching duties at Wartburg. The
encyclopedia is expected to come out in 1965 or 1966.

At a ceremony this spring in hie honor, Dr. Bodensicck was presented
the Wichern Plague, highest recognition of the Disconal Council of the
Evangelical Church in Germany. 1t was presented by Dean Heinrich Griber of
Berlin, who also brought to Ur, Bodensieck a Brondenburg Gate plate from the
Mayor of Berlin,

e

LUTHERANISM FaSTEST GROWING

CONFESSION IN 4USTRALIA 10 July 1964
CANBERRA, Australia -- Judging by its rate of growth, Lutheranism is

on its way to becoming one of tnu major Protestant Churches in Austraolis.

Census figures show that in the past ten years it has experienced an
increase of 37.9 per cent, as comparsd with & 12 per cent average increase
for the other Protestant bodizs.

But Lutherans still have a long ey to go: They number less than 200,000
out of 2 population of 11 mill lon° La g st denominntions are Anglican,
Roman Cathullc, Mgthodist and Presbvterian.
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MISSIOLOGIST SEES NEW DOORS
OPENING IN ASIA, AFRICA 10 July 1964

GENEVA -- "New doors for the positive presentation of the Gospel™ are
opening in Asia and Africa as rapid social changes in those continents shake
many pecple loose from their old beliefs and value systems.

This observation was cxpressed here in early July by the Rev. Donald
C. Flatt, a professor in the School of Missions at the Chicago Lutheran
School of Theclogy.

He conferred with officials 2t Lutheran World Federation headquarters
here en route back to the United States after a four-month study tour of
Lutheran work in Japan, southeast Asia, and five African countries.

Professor Flatt, British by birth, formerly served under an American
lutheran mission board in East ifrica. Before he was called to his Chicago
teaching position, he was president of the Lutheran Church of Northern
Tanganyika.

He voiced belief that his general observation applied even to Japan and
the Chinese diaspora communities, although it was meost clearly true of certain
tribal peoples. Among the latter he named the Dusuns of Malayesia, the Arushas
of Tanganyika, and the Lomas of Liberia as examples.

"Here and there," he said, "excellent missionary work is making full
use of the opportunity. Elsewhere, however, the dynamic is lacking.

"Professionalism, institutionalism or other factors erect a barrier
which prevents effective contact between the bearers of the Gospel znd those
who seelk."

Professor Flatt asserted thaot "the great need is for new vision and a
new commitment to the CGoszpel on the part of all churchmen if the harvest is
to be reaped.™

JERALD BRAUER NAMED WCC
OBSERVER AT VATICAN COUNCIL 10 July 1964

GENEVA == Dr. Jerald Brauer, dean of the Divinity School of the University
of Chicago and a clergyman of the Lutheran Church in America, will be a World:
Council of Churches observer at the coming session of the Second Vatican
Council, it was announced at WCC headguarters here.

He will occupy one of the three observers' places of the World Council
in turn with Dr. Z.K, Matthews, #ifrica secretary of the WCC Division of Inter-
Church 4id, Refugee and World Service.

The other twe places will be filled throughout the session by Dr. lukas
Vischer, research secretary of the World Council's Department of Faith and
Order, and Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, associate director of the Ecumenical Institute
at Bossey, near here.

() m
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BAPTISMS OF CHILDREN
WANE IN EAST GERMANY 10 July 1964

BERLIN -- Upward of 75 per cent of children born to Protestant parents
in some areas of Bast Germany have not been baptized, according to reports
reaching the city's western sector,

Promotion of atheism by the state, fear of government reprisal, and a
lack of "gqualified godpsrents" are citei as the frincipﬂl reagons for the
drastic reduction in the number of baptisms reported by Zvangelical Churches
in the Boviet Zons.

Godparents are hard to find in East Germany. Because of the state!
hostility toward religion, friends--sven relatives-~ have been hesitant to
act as godparents. itheistic indoctrination has removed thousands of others
and many young sdults who were haptized have never taken part in Christian
confirmation, a prercgulsite for zcting as godparcnts.

Soviet Zone Protestant sources sald the Churches may well be forced to
reconsider thelr reguilrement calling for two godparents and reduce it to one.
Such action was propossd several years ago.

Meanwhile, offiecial recognition of state-sponsorsd youth dedication
ceremonies, which the Churches have denocunced as atheistic counterparts to
Christian confirmation, has been given in 2 new Youth Law passed by the Dbast
German People's Chamber (Parliament).

The new law, sbout which both Roman Catholic and rrotestant churches
have voiced mpprehension, calls for support of the dedicatiun ceremonies
because they are "a component part of the preparation of young people for
1ife and work in the sscianlist socicty.”

It alsc stipulates that youth should be 'protected from, and cducated

towards an active fight ainst, the effects of « .« 4 antiguated traditions.”

o e
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD
OF U.S. HAMES NEW PRESIDENT 10 July 1964

MANKATO (Minnesota), USA -- The Bvangelical Lutheran Synod, z 14,600~
member Church of Norwuthn orimgin, elected the Rev. Juseph N. Petersen of
St., Peter (Minnesota) as its president at its 47th synodical convention here.
His term is for two years.

sstor Petersen, a fornmer vice-president, became acting president of
the synod last autumn when President Theodore A. Aaberg of Scarville (Towa)
- 4 beecause of 1ll haealth.

Constituted in 1918, the body was originally called the Norweglan Synod
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. It assured its prescent name in
1958, From 1920 tlil Juns L}é}, it formed pizrt of the Lutheran Synodical
Gonference of North America.

e
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GREATER COLLABORATION URGE
BETWEEN CHURCH AND THE ARTS 10 July 1964

ST. LOUIS (Missocuri), US4 =-- Greater collaboration between the Church
and the arts was urpged here at the seventh annual conference of the Lutheran
Society for Worship, Music and the Arts.

Or, &, R, Kretzmann, pastor of 8t. Luke's Lutheran church in Chicago,
contended that the two "spend entirely too much time sniping at each other'
when they should be collaborating for the growth of Christianity.

Christianity's "primary voecation is growth towsrd the fullness which is
in Christ alone, but in this growth we nced the collsboration of the artist
in all his fields of endeavor,” he said.

"I think we would all have to agree that, at the moment, art and
theology are making an insignificant, almost hopeless, contribution to the
inmaginative 1life of our people,'" the Missouri 8ynod clergyman asserted.

Ancther spesker bhefore the threc-day assenbly of clergymen, artists,
musicians and laymen, was o Jesuit priest, the Rev. Walter Ong, professor
of BEnglish at 8t. Louis University.

Father Ong told the gathering of some 200 persons that in today's age
"man's plobal consciousness is growing so that othér civilizations themselves
are all in a sense our own.'" He added: 'No matter what or where we are,

we are 21l involved with cne snother everywhere in the world."

Contending that "all civilizations must look outside themselves nore
than ever now to other cultures,' he observed that this awareness of others
points up the "eerious thinking of modern man.™ Such awareness, he szid,
weand an awarencss of the "limitati.ns of our own achievements."

Dr. Ronald Johnstone, director of Concordia Seminary's Research Center
here, held that the Christian artist is "a product of society and cannot
help but reflect his social environment and training."
"The fact that he is n member of Christ's Church and speaks for the
Church does not change this, for the Church, tou, to varying degrees reflscts
the society in which it exists and works,” he said.

Dr. Johnstone, stating that this presents a '"paradox and a seemingly
impossible task," added: "On one hand we have a product of social forces

sutside the dndividusal. This ic. the artist 45 it is =any othér man.

"On the other hand, we have the call to the artist consciously to
extricate himself from the influences arcund him and to bring to bear the
core of the Church's heritage in Christ upon the problems and needs of today."

The Lutheran Socciety for Worship, Music and the Arts was founded in
1957 and secks to promote a wider understanding of Christian worship. A4t
a business session of its conference here, the society elected the Rev.
J. Stephen Bremer as presidont.

(MORE)
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A clergyman of the Lutheran Church in America, Pastor Bremer is dean
of students at the Maywood (llincis) campus of the Lutheran School of Theology.
He succeeds Prof, William R. Walters of Wittenberg University at Springfield
(Ohic) as president of the scciety.

With a membership of 2,150, the society is composed of pastors, teachers,
theologians, church nusicisns, architects, zrtists, and others interested
in the arts and their relationship to Christian worship.

Aocording to dits statement of purpose, it "is dedicated to the promotion
of she highest sxpression ¢f the worship of Ged."

Its program is designed ""to serve the needs of the parish, school, and
home by encouraging proctical, ereztive, and scholarly endeavors in all
areas related to worship," and "to stimulcte the attainment of high standards
of performance in 2ll the arte and to undergird 211 with a sound theological
foundation."

n

wililic :

SLOVAK FiCULTY CONFERS
HONORARY D.D, ON KilDy 10 July 1964

BRATISLAVA, Czechoslovakia -~ Lutheran Bishop Zoltéan Kdaldy of Budapest
received 2n honorary degree of doctor of theology from the 8lovak Evangelical
Theological Faculty here,

The accompanying cltation said the recugnition was for his work in
cultivating theology, strongthening inter-church relations, and supporting
efforts for peace.

Bishop Kaldy hasg been the spiritual leader of the Bouthern Diocese of
the Hungarian Evangelical Church since 1958, The theological school which
honored him is related to this country’s Slovak Evangelical Church of the
Augsburg Confession.

7o

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
RE-ELECTS LUNDEEN SECRETARY : 10 July 1964

PITTSRURGH (Pennsylvania), US4 ~- Dr. Malvin H, Lundeen was re-elected
gecretary of the Lutheran Church in America at the Church's second blennial
convention here, July 2-9. The 63-year-old churchman was hamed to a four-
year torm.

Dr. Iundeen was slected the first sccretary of the LCA for two years at
its constituting convention in Detroit in 1962. During the three previous
years he was president of the Aupgustana Lutheran Church, one of the four
Lutheran church bodies that united to form the LCA.

President of the LCA is Dr. #franklin Clark Fry, who is currently serving
a four-year term expiring in 1966,

S
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AMERICAN LUTHERANS ADOPT
STATEMENT ON RACE RELATIOKNS 10 July 1964

PITTSBURGH (Penneylvania), USA -~ Delegates to the Lutheran Church in
America's second biennizl convention zadopted a statement on race relations
that ties racism to blasphemy. The eight-day convention closed here on July 9.

The statement says that any member of the Church who uses the liturgical
Prayer of the Church and then practices racial discrimination commits "an
act of blasphemy."

The LCA's Board of Socisl Ministry prepared the statement which also
calls, on the Church to "oppose any law or govarnmental practice which under the
guise of rightful authority perverts justice."

The 700 delegates endorsed the participation of the Church's leaders
Min public 'demonstrations' or similar measures of civil disobedience designed
to focus attention on unjust laws or soclal customs™ when other methods to
redress wrongs have failed and when the demonstrations are conducted peaceably.

"Injurious discrimination based on race is a violation of God's created
order, of the meaning of redemption in Christ, and of the nature of the Church,"”
the statement points out. Moreover, such discrimination implies” "unbiblical
views of God and of man."

"The Church,™ it asserts, '"must oppose such false views with all the
power of the truth of God: in its prayer and worship, in its theological
thought, in its nurture of the personal life, in its institutional forms, and
in individuzl and corporate action in society.'

In the Prayer of the Church, God is asked "to take away from us hatred
and prejudice." MUnless we mean what we say, and live as men who intend to
do what we mean, the holy gravity of ocur prayer itself condemns us," the state-
ment says.

"Our days cannot be lived in God's peace unless hatred and prejudice are
removed from us. The prayer is realistic; 1t recognizes that we are guilty
in harboring hatreds and prejudices which we are inclined to hold dear.
Therefore, nothing less than a mighty, holy act that can 'take away' will do.

"We believe and confese there has been such an act in Christ! In blood
and agony, God's decision has been made and sealed.

"The problem of race,” the statement continues, "particularly the problen
of the relation of white and Negro persons, is here exposed. To stand before
God and pray that he will 'take away from us all hatred and prejudice,' and
then as a praying Church to discriminate among men on any such sinful basis,
is an act of blasphemy." :

The convention alsc endorsed z statement defining the Church's position
on marriage, Givorce, remarriage and birth control, likewise submitted by the

Board of Social Ministry. '

(MORE)



Lutheran World Federation 24/64 page 17

The document will be in effect until the board can prepare a new state-
ment, hopefully in time for the LCA's 1966 convention in Kansas City.

"Marriage," the statement assserts, "is that order of creation given by
God in love and which binds one man and one woman in a life-long union of the
most intimate fellowship of body and life.

"Marriage should only be consummated in love with the intention of
maintaining a permanent and responsible relation. Continence outside of
marriage and fidelity within marriage are binding on all."

Concerning remarriage of divorced persons, it declares: '"The divorced
person se¢eking remarriage must recognize his responsibility for the breakup
of the former marrisge.

"He must give evidence of his repentance and have made an effort to over-
come his limitations and failures., He must have forgiven his partner in ths
former marriage, and must fulfill his obligations to those involved in his
former marriage."

It says that the divorced person '"must give evidence of his Christian
faith by his witness in the Church and must have received adequate counsel and
training in preparation for marriage. He must be prepared to undertake the
full responsibilities of marrisge in dependence upon God."

The statement also calls for establishment of family courts and enactment
of "uniform and constructive" marriapgs and divorce laws, noting that such
laws "'should encourage the procedures of adjustment and reconciliation rather
than adversary litigation.”

Furhermore, it asks the 6,900 pastors of the LCA to require regular
counseling periods with couples before nmarriage.

Regarding planned parenthood, the statement says that "irresponsible
conception of children up to the limit of biological capacity and selfish
limitation of the number of children are equally detrimental.”

But, the statement urges that Lutheran couples should plan their parent-
hood "in accordance with theilr ability to provide for their children and
carefully nurture them in fullness of Christiasn faith and life.

"The health and welfare of the mother-wife should be a major concern
in such decisions. Choice as to mesns of conception control should be made
upon professional medical advice.™

At another session, the Board of Parish Education urged delegates to
support the public schools of this country and discourage congregations from

starting parochial schools.

The board disclosed the findings of a year-long study on parochial
schools as part of its regular convention report.

(MORE)
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"We believe that, normally, e¢ffective preparation of a Christian for
life and witness in (contemporary) society can best be attained when Christian
education is provided by the home and parish, and education in general is
provided by the public school,! the 10,500-word document declares.

Although the statement urges the LCA's 6,200 congregations to support
the public schools, it concedes that the Church has the right by law and
choice to establish parochial schools when vublic schools huve failed in the
responsibility,

However, it empheasizes the desirability of sccular clementary schools and
contends that parochial schools divert the Church from its primary function.

."In & pluralistic society, the state is the best-squipped of all social
institutions to insure that an opportunity for an adequate education is
provided for all its citizens. « . To ask the Church to zet up a system of
education, even for its own members, in order to transmit culture and to
guide the growth of pupils in the totality of their cducational needs is to
divert it from its primary task.

"It is normally preferable," according to the statement, "for the state
or community to provide for the general education of its citizens.

It continues: "The Church has a duty to support that which it considers
to be good in the public schools, for it recognizes the authority of civil
government in this area. It also has a duty to work for the correction of
that which it considers to be undesirable.

"When the state fails to heed the voice of the Church and its members,
and when the public schools in a given area fail to assume their responsibility
for maintaining high educational standards and providing adeguate and equal
opportunities for all pupils, it may be desirable for a congregation or group

of congregations to establish schools,"

Establishment of parochial schools should be undertaken, the report
says, only after the local congregation has:

"(1) Established the need for such action by a conscientious study of
local conditions;

"(2) Made every effort to correcct undesirable conditions;

"(3) Carefully considered its abllity and willingness to provide
facilities, leadership, and financial resourcos required for the attainment of
high educationsl standards.'

Furthermore, the statcrient warns that '"under no circumstances should a
congregation establish or maintain an elementary or secondary school in order

to provide racially or socially segregated educational facilities.!

There are 16 parochial schools associated with LCA congregations. Total
enrcllment in the spring of 196% was 1,319 pupils, with 65 teachers.

(MORE)
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A statement concerning the U.8. Supreme Court decisions against Bible
reading and recitation of the Lord's Prayer in public schools also was laid
before the convention.

Adopted by the Church's Executive Council, the statcment said the court
rulings had opened a new sra for Christisnity in which the Church must "stand
alone in American gociety.™

It declared that the council did not beliceve "that much has been lost in
terms of specific points’ covered by the court's decisions. But "these
decisions must be seen as a watershed.,”

"They open an era in which Christianity is kept separate from the state
in a, way that was foreign and would have been repugnant to the minds of our
ancestors at the time when the Constitution was written and ever since."

i

LCA CONVENTION FORMULATES
UNIFORM COMMUNION PRACTICES 10 July 1964

PITTSBURGH (Pennsylvania), USA -- The Lutheran Church in America, at its
second biennial convention heve on July 2-9, adopted uniform communion
practices for observance throughout the Church.

Among the principal points covered are an increase in the number of
celebrations of the Lord's Supper, the right to administer the sacraments in a
non -.parochial setting, and the encouragement of private confession and ab-
solution before Holy Communion.

The 13-page stateme
by Dr, Franklin Clark Fr
Commission on Worship.

nt was prepared by a study group appcinted last year
v, LCA president, in consultation with the Church's

A policy of uniform communion practices is desirable, the statement says,
beczuse of the increase in populstion mobility.

"The Church is nc longer related to a relatively stable society,” it points
out. '"Because the Church is the people of God, it must reexamine the relation~
ship of its traditional forms and practices to the constantly changing social

patterns in which the people live znd move, "

Although acknowledging that there 1s already a trend in LCA congregations
to have more frequent celebrations of the Lord's Supper, the statement noted:

"The addition of an early Sunday communion, or the incorporation of the
Sacrament in an already-existing Sunday service, or communion at the (chicf)

Advent) have all proved useful.
"Our parishes should alsc make provision occasionally or regularly for

(MORE)
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weekday celebrations, for the increasing number of Caristians whose work
schedules make Sunday communion difficult.”

Delegates were 21s0 asked to approve prﬂVislans that will make possible
administration of the sacraments sutside the "congregation' in the traditional
sense. Primarily this means in institutions such as hospitals, mental institu-
tions, homes for the aged and children, colleges, universities sand seminaries.

"The right to authorize a non-parochizl celebration of the Lord's Supper
inhcres in the office of the president, whether of the synod or of the Church,
and such services, whether conducted by the president or by a chaplain appointed
b¥ him, shall be recognized as an extension of the ministry of the Church,’
according to the statement.

"It also approves "the time-honored practice of intercommunion within
Lutheranism" when the host Church allows it, permits sn LCA communicant to
partake of communicn in non-lutheran churches, and gives LCA clergymen the
right to celebrate the Lord's Supper in an ecumenical setting "with the under-
standing that the pastor will normally celebrate according to the rite and
order of the LCA."

Congregations are encouraged to provide their members with an "opportunity
for private confession and absoclution" preparatory to receiving Holy Communion.

Although noting that the “"Lutheran Reformers abolished compulsory private
onfession and absolution,” the statement cbserved that the prqctlce WS
retalned and "commended . . . highly as a voluntary discipline” by Reformation
leaders.

"Opportunity for private confession and absolution ' i t sald, "should be
afforded in every parish, and our people should be increasi ngly encouraged to
avail themselves of it.

"A service of public confession may be held on a suitable weekday or as
2 separate service of public confession on Sunday, or it may be incorporated
in the liturgy of the day,'" the statcment adds.

It also expresses preference for use of unleavened brezd (wafers) and
wine and a chalice (common cup) in administering the Sacrament.

"There is little question that wine (fermented grape juice) was used at
the Last Supper,™” it says. '"The use of unfermented grape julice, less and less
customary in our Church, does not invelidate the Sacrament, but its use is
not in the historic tradition of the Church and should be dlscourag@d.

"In the case of the communion of alcoholics any of the following is
acceptable: intinction, the use of grape juice or administration of the bread
alone,"

A layman "may assist in the distribution of the clements by administering the
cup, but this privilege must be carefully guarded,' the statement says, and
sets forth safeguards in this practice.

(MORE)
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The convention slso patificd proposed standards of acceptance and con-
tinuance in the ministry of the Church. The standards were provisionally

adopted by the LCA's FExecutive Council last year.

One of the reguirements laid down 1s that a candidate for the ministry
"shall normally secure in a seminary of this Church his full theological
sducation required for ordination, and that, with few exceptions, he "shall
have been a student in residence at an LCA seminary for at least one academic

year,"

hccording to the recommended standards, three years of parish experience
shall usually be required of an LCA minister before he enters into general
church work on the staff of the Church, on the teaching staff of a seminary,
or service with inter-Lutheran or interdenominational agencies of the Church.

Some exceptions are permitted.

The principles ratified by the convention implement constitutional
provigions sgainst membership of LCA clergy in 'secret societies.”

"No minister of this Church,'" it is stated, subject tc the limitations
specificed in the LCA constitution, "shall be or become a member of a group
which because of its oath of secrecy makes it imposeible for the Church to
determine if its 'teachings and ceremonies are consistent with what the Lord

has given solely to His Church.'’

A "master plan' for the theological seminaries of the LOA, submitted by
the Board of Theological Education, was received by the delegates at another

session.

The plzn, which affects ten theclogical schools in the United States and
Canada, recommends "the temporary continuance of the present number and
location" of the seminaries with certain modifications.

Most of the changes concern the merger and/or relocation of five of the
schools. In the majority of the cases of proposed merger, it is with similar

institutions of the American Lutheran Church.
e
DR. FRY URGES LCA TO HELP
EVANGELIZE "WHOLE SOCIETYY
PITTSBURGH (Pennsylvania), USA -- The prosident

in fAmerica looked baeck on the first 24 months of its
happened "far excelled all expectations,”

10 July 1964

of the Lutheran Church
1ife and found that what has

But Dr. Franklin Clsrk Fry told the LCA's second biennial convention here
in his first report ag its president that a Church "must reach certain dimen-
sions before it is big enough to fill a sense of responsibility toward the
whole of American society and can even dare to think of assuming it."

(MORE)
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"Protestant influence,' he warned, "and the evangelical spirit have been
in a steep decline in the American megalopolis for 50 years and more. That
trend needs to be halted,

"Wie in the Lutheran Church in America are conscience-bound to assist in
doing so and, for the first time in ocur lives, to assume our full share in
the evangelization of our whole society."

Dy. dpy, in hig call for renﬂw-l said the 3,227,000-member LCA is among
the most urban Churcheg, particularly in the Upltpﬁ States, "consplcuously
more so, for example, than our fellow American Lutherasns.'

"Hundreds and hundreds of LCA congregations have been rocked by socio=-
logical earthouakes, with ths once-stable communities of German and Scandi-
navian origin in which they had been built crumbling and collapsing around
themn.

"In not a few city neighborhoods, the old residents have vanished
altogether; only the church building and, often heroically, the ministry r‘:t"
the Gospel remain. Here, as clearly as can be, the summons is: Renew or aid, "
Dr. Fry said that in the LCA the old "every-parish-for-itself attitude,
which had seen scorcs of congregations scurry off to the suburbs as tides of
people 'not of our kind' moved in, was beginning to give way to a sober
acknowledgement that Christ's Church has an obligation to all men."

He said the characteristic eyec disecase of American Lutherans, "which at
one monment takes the form of nyopia, see¢ing only pecple of a particular
European background es if everyboay else did not exist, and at the next
becomes.so far-sighted that it is ablec to look miles away to spot scattered
'old members' but is blind to the thousands of newcomers in the blocks nearby,
is more and more yielding to the medicine of the Gospel."”

At a later session, delegates gave the LCA Board of American Missions
permission to borrow $7 million to finance an expanding church extension
progran.

The funds will help the board to enter 215 new fields, organize nearly
200 new congregations and erect 320 new church buildings in the next two
years, Dr. Donald L. Houser, the board's executive secretary, told the
convention.

Specifically, he explained, the money is needed to consolidate existing
indebtedness, to purchase parsonages and to buy sites for churches and
parsonages, and to further the board's programs in the inner city.

During the last two years, the board has spent $16.7 million to help
hundreds of LCA congregations dn the United States and Canada buy church and
parsonage sites and to crect buildings.

The board reported that during the biennium 224 churches were built,
170 church sites purchased and 159 parsonages erccted. There were 138 con-

gregations organized and work begun in 140 new areas.

(MORE)
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This réflects the work dong only among the so-called home mission
congregations. A little more than one-sixth of the 6,200 LCA congregations
are listed azs mission congregations. 4]

Delegates were informed that the board "has a mission to people from
Alasgka to Puerto Rico, from Newfoundland to Hawaiis people located in the
heart of the city, in the suburb, in town and country; people located on
reservations, in retirement villages, din college and university centers, on
military bases, in migrant camps; people located in high rise apartments,
in tenement houses, in trailer camps . . . people of different color, back-
ground, culture and condition."

The work carried out by the board's 29-member staff concerns the planning
and beginning of new missions in the LCA's home territory, aid through loans
to bpild churches, and conserving and strengthening urban and rural con-
gregations.

The Board of American Missions announced that it will spend 45 millicn
in the next two years to expand its mission program.

A combined budget amounting to nearly $59 million for the 1965-66 bien-
nium was adopted by the convention for the whole LCA,

The budget, submitted by the Church's Executive Council, calls for about
$29 million in 1965 and $30 million in 1966, 1

It provides for church subsidies to boards, commissions and agencies of
$26 million during 1965, and $27 million for 1966. These are increases of
1.4 and 3.3 per cent, respectively, over the 1964 hudget.

Esarlier, delegates were informcd that the LCA gave $2,546,568 to help
support its 25 colleges 1n the United States and Canada last year.

The money was contributed by the Church's 31 synods and its Board of
College Education and Church Vocations. It represented more than seven per
cent of the institutions' 1963 operating expenses.

Lpproaching money matters from a different side, the convention received
a statement which saild that church-sponsored bazaars, card parties and
dinners create "a false image of the Church!" and contaminate the relation-
ship between Christian giving nnd the Church's mission.

The objecticn to church commercialism was voiced in a strongly-worded
gtatement presented by the Commission on Stewardship. '

"Commercialism, the selling of goods or sorvices in the name of the
Church, with the purpose of sccuring funds for the operation and mission of
the Church, 1ts auxiliaries, and church-related institutions, vitiates the
clear relationship betwsen the giving of the Christisn and the mission of the
Church. .

"It fails to bear testimony to the mission of the Church and creates =
false image of the Church," the document declares.

Furthermore, the congregational practice of sponsoring bazaars, card
parties, dinners and the like to raise money for the church, 'weakens the life
of the church and 2 truc sense of stewardship," the statement contends.

s
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Theological Education:

A CHURCH RETHINKS ITS TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY

When two or more Churches organically unite, the thoughts and
energies of the new Church are sometimes absorbed for a few years in
simply adjusting to the new organizational situation. But there are
some striking exceptions, and one of them is what ig currently
evolving in the realm of theological education in the Lutheran Church
in America. The union that brought the LCA into being in the middle
of 1962 was a large one. It gathered into one church body some 3.2
million baptized members that had belonged to the United Lutheran
Church in America, Augustana Iutheran Church, American Evangelical
Tutheran Church, and Finnish Evangelical LuLHcran Church. This
involved some fairly large and complex organizaticnal adjustments,
But what the LCA is now undertaking with respect to theological
education is much more than an crganizational adjustment.

When delegates assemble at Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania) on July
2=9 for the Church's second biennial convention, they will have
before them these words frowm President Franklin Clark Fry: "It is
only a coincidence--but a happy one--that the formation of the
Lutheran Church in America came simultaneously with stirrings in
theological education. . . .Without question a new day has dawned
for us here teo." In his president's report Dr. Fry will tell the
convention: "The conviction is rising in almost every quarter of our
Church that the standards of ministerial training nced to be lifted
sharply--in their relevance to the dazzling explosion of knowledge
in the 20th century, in methods of instruction, in buildings and
grounds, in faculties, libraries, internships and everything else--
te mateh the coqstaqtly soaring levels of what is expected of the
ministry itself, The Church's own good imperatively calls for it, if
it i1s to be able to breathe intellectually, to cope with inquiring
brains, to lead."

' The delegates will be asked to act upon a '"master plan" calling
fon WLde-ranglng changes in the LCA's theological education. The
plan will come from the Board of Theological Education of the Church.
it is largely based on the findings of 2 thorcugh study completed
last autumn by Dr. Conrad Bergendoff, the eminent U.S. Lutheran
theologian and educateor who retires on July 31 as the board's first
executive secretary. >

(MCRE)
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Scme of Dr. Bergendoff's proposalSwere intended ta be put into effeat in
the mear future; other were in the feorm of long.range objectives. Thelr ultimate
result might be the joining togsther of America'es three major Lutheran bodies
in a common theclogical education progran,

As adopted by the board, the '"master plan? centers on the number and location
of the LCA's theological seminaries in the United States and Canada--which
presently total ten. Dr. Bergendoff had proyposed that the nine U.S, ones be
eventually reduced to four. The board's report advocates "the temporary contint=
ance of the present number and locaztion' of the °emin9rics. But it urges certain
modifications, mostly relating to merger or relocation of the institutione or
boths In the majority of the cases where the board recommends merging divinity
schools, it is with similar dnstitutions of the American Lutheran Church.
Delegates to the LCA coavention will be asked to "encourage, and auﬁhorize, the
Board of Theological Bducation to approve arrangements for., « « ccoperation
between the seminaries of the Lutheran Church in America and the seminaries of
the American Luthcran Cﬂbf,ﬂ, preferably in a university environment."

Consider Merger, Four Seminaries Advised

The LCA seminaries arc now located on 11 campuses. The plan urges that
four of the divinity schools seriously consider merging with other scminarics.

In effect, the plan LT"IGES rhc present location of seminaries in Philadelphia,
Chicago, Berke ley (California), Columbia {South Caroclina), and Waterloo (Ontario),

Canadas. The lOHg—Tdﬂgc Fut|rt of LCA seminarics in Gettysburg (Pennsylvania by
Springfield (Ohio), Minneapclis, Fremont (Nebraska), and Saskatoon (Saskatchewan),
Canada, is uncertain,

The seminaries in Minneapolis and Saskatoon already have begun negotiations
with divinity schools of the ALC, planning relocaticn or merger. The Philadelphia
seminary has recently voted to relocate ncar the University of Pennsylvania,
and another school, Pacific Lutheran Seminary in Berkeley, is continuing its
close relationship with the American Tutheran Church looking to a time when the
two Churches will Jjointly support and contrel the school,

The report calls for the LCA's 1970 convention to review the plan of loca-
Jion of seminaries. In the interim, the Board of Theological Education will be
asked to report o biennial conventions on what progress is being made to carry
out the program. In a preamble to its recommendations, the board declared the
following three principles should govern the location of seminaries: (1) "The
presence of a vigorous Lutheran constituenoy adeguate to support financially
and intellectually a professional-graduate school which can realize the sut-
lined principles; (2) A close relationship with a lively community of learning--
preferably a university; (3) The availability of ministerial and professional
lecadership in the community for stimulating new approaches in teaching in va ried
human situations."

Referring to the year~long study by Dr. Bergendoff from which the "master
plan' evolved, the board's report asserts: YOur survey of theological education
in the LCA foaﬁy does not permit us to be complacent, We are not getiing as
many of the best men for the ministry as we need; the best students are often
discouraged by the lack of challenging work; in short, the goals which we have
described are beyond us unless we conce ntratp rather than scatber our limited
resources,

(MORE)
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Dr. Bergendoff's report had much to say about the academic gqualifications
of the LCA's theological students, teachers, and the high cost of training
students for the ministry. "One of the most surprising results of the survey
was the aredemic standing of the students revealed by the records," he reported.
"We have long lived under the impression that the ministry has attracted the
best of our college graduates. It comes as a shock, therefore, to find that
in all our seminaries there were in 1942-63% only 117 students {out of 1,027)
with an average of A from their college." On the other hand, "almost 60 per
cent were in a C classification, which means that this number (610) would have
difficulty in gaining admission to graduate schools in other fields.!

"Must We Not Raise Admission Standards?h

"It may be argucd that C students can and do make good pastors," the
report continued. "But even theugh this be granted, are we to assume that A
and B students will not make gcod, or even better, pastors? Surely the Lord
can use men with limited intellectual endowments. But this does not excuse @
Church which cannot attract its most gifted men into this high calling. It
may well be that science and engineering are capturing the best minds of our
generation because of the prestige and emocluments of these professions. But
in the same degree the Chirch has lost its leadership in current thinking."

Pursuing the lack of superior academic talent possessed by the majority of
U.S. Lutheran divinity students, Dr. Bergendoff continued: "If 60 per eent of
our seminary students sre C stndents from college, it can easily be imagined
what the result is on the academic level of the average class. And we are
constrained to ask if this fact does not in itself have a bearing on the kind
of men who do, and d¢ not, choose the seminary. Must we not raise standards
of azdmission into the seminary? We are not serving the best interests of the
Church by encouraging cvery young man of respectable character to choose the
ministry. We have thc right and the obligation to ask that he prove himself a
good student in college., We cannot hope that seminaries will rcquire a B
average from college of its applicants, but i1t might be the single most effect-
ive way of raising the academic standard of these seminarics.,"

The teachers at the seminavics came off better than their students. "The
figures on asademic rualifications show that 58 per cent of the teaching force
have earned doctor's degrees. Forty-four per cent have a master's as their
highest degree (either M.A. or S.T.M.), while 16 per cent have only the B.D,
degree,'" Dr. Bergendoff said, "These statistics do not tell the whole story,
for many of the maesters and bachelors have done considerable graduate work and
not a few are candidates for the doctorate. It is noteworthy that no faculty
is without a doctor, and that eight of the 11 seminaries have five or more
members with this degree

On the question of salaries, however, the report statced that as teachers
in postegraduate schools, U.S., Lutheran theological professors are underpaid.
"While these salaries compare well with salariss to parish pastors, they are
low in comparison with graduate school salaries of the land. Indeed to be in
line with such, the salary.schedule would in some cascs have te be doubled.

A full-time professor who has spent much of his 1life in preparation for his
task, has a doctor's degree, and six or seven years' teaching experience as a
graduate prefessor should be paid not less than $15,000, a figure none of the
seminaries has attained."
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Dirccting his attention to of the ministry in contemporary
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sceiety, Dr. Bergendoff commente

H o

i
ed: "There is everywhere a fzoling that ckﬁrrev
in'socdety src taking place which witsily aefféct the nature of the pinictry.
But becausc much of the literature of theology available tcdey was produced in
ancther erz, "an atmosphere of unreslity st8 on much of theological education
today, sensed by the student probably mo by the faculty menboer, but
spiring in both an apprehensiverness the the seminary of an authoriiy

it once possessed.”

Textbook~Lecture Teaching Methed Criticized

Raefurring to statements nade by seminarizsns concerning the res taking
place in today's mini;try Dr. Bergendoff asks: 'Are the ubﬁlﬂef;vu adapting the
curriculum to the kind of culture in which the minister will have to do his
work?: « « o« Scminsry catalogues are menotoncusly alike and departments are
Jealous of the timc alioted them. But Af there is this veritable reévolution in
modern thought and socizl life, where in the “6Hl11ry does the student .moet 4t%
Some of cur baest college gfmdUCizﬁ say that they prefer certain university
schools of theclopy, for here they are confrented with Marxisz and pesitivistice
philosophy, with interpretations of current life in literature and the arts
with vital discussions of the forces shaping our generation.t

|_l|

§

The report
in the LCA seminarics
world wo experimentati
hard to suppress the

kanges in o method of dnstruction
ilong beon accustomed in the college
innovaticons in curriculum, it is

. is thore 5o tittle of this do u.oolu“ deal
schoels? Long after the text czoture nethod has lost its held on cur
colleges, it lives on program of the seminary. Independens
study, honors cours —depa‘ bmental seminare are rke of a2 good college;
littile of this is Tound alogical schoclsq

)

W do 'Moe sayyd DW Eergendoff went on.
in our seminaries 5 But many of
who guesticen if our B areldn. o =
fadlling of the ts X,wack l\ﬁtu teaching systenm 5 g
the stldurt the migtaken ddes that he! 1 master of has fdsld,. "Ehs lectiurer is
intent on 'covering' the subject. When it is ecvered, the student has it in
his nctebock. He needs know no mcre--either in scheol, of after graduation, in
his work. He 'had'! the subject in seominapy, much as he 'had! measles in child-
hood "

ey
- (T

Dr. Bergcndoff guestioned the wisdoem of maintaining nins theolopical sem-
inaries in the Unitad States, at an average cost of $2,200 per sthwn He
proposed that the LCA eventually have only four: cne sach in the at, @idwest,
South and Far West,

He reviewed theological education in the twe other majer North American
Lutheran church bodies--the Iutheran Church--Missouri Synsd and the fAmerican
Lutheran Churche. He reported no plgnificant difference dn the proportien of
students to mesmbership, congregsations, or to clergymen in the three main
streans of Amcrican Lhtiaranism. But while the Missouri Syncd has two seninaries
and the Americen Lutheran Church three, the Lutheran Church in imerica has ften.
"What this means to the Chureh finsnegielly may be seen when we compare the
cost per theological student in the three bedies., « & . The Missouri Synod,
with twe seminsries--$13500 per student, The ALC, with three seminarics--f1000~
1200 per student. The LCA with nine (U.Se) seminaries--#2000 per student.!
From this Dr. Bergendeff declared: "It can hardly be denied that the luxury
of perpetuating past divisiond is a costly one.!

(MORE)}



Lutheran World Federaticn 20/64

el
o

7
({\

N

Four Schools Would Teach Betbior, Cogt Less

Many of the Lutheran seminaries in I 1 Amerdca, he sadid, were origigall
: 1 9 =]
established by & dencmination "te guard daries which separate it from

other Chri&tians.” But Ypartef the prodlcament in which we find curselves
today is due to asure of the boundary lines. The result: Some of our
seminaries stand as fortresses of the past, guarding territories that no longer
exist or exist in confusingly new terms. It is the conclusion of this ebsecrver
that theological educaticn in the Lutheren Church in North dmerica at this
juncture should transcend present divisions and not be allowed to aim at
perpetuation of these divisions."

Continuing his comparison of theological education in the LGA with that
other, Lutheran church bodies, Dr. Bergendoff pointed outs "The disparity betwoeen
the LCA #nd the other major Luthoraa bodies in the number of semdnaries ralses
serious questions. How can similar bodies operate successfully with two or
three seminsries while the LCA has to support 10 institutions? Does the LCA
need all these schools? Can it support all of these as first-rate schools?!

If the Church were to have only four seminsries, Dr. Bergendeff eontenced, 1t
would net only be able to provide a batter edu“ﬁfion ) ; rospective
ministers but would be able fto cut its per-student "On the
present basis this would msan an averige alrJlebnb of 250 students, and would
allow for a doubling of fsculty members at each schocl. Few would dc ubt that
such a number of schools would result in a wiser stewardship of the $2,000,000
or mors spent sach year for theolcgical educationa"

Such pl&nning should, the report contended, take intg account the nced of
all the major ILutheraan church bediss in the country. "We should plan our
program on the supposition that there will be no great diffcorence between the
seminaries of the LCA and those of the ALC and the Missouri Synod. It would
indeed be difficult to prove that great diffcrences cxist todaye » » « Indeed
we are already in the stage of cooperation where some students of one Church
are getting thelr education in a seminary cf anqtktr Church, Fundamentally, the
theclogy of 41l Lutheran minariés din this country is the same and there are
no theological differsnces that justify the multipliecity of theological schools.’

Dr. Bergendoff proposed a long=-range program for the majer Lutheran bodies
that would include ine possibilitiess: (1) Consider the LCA seminaries
in Philadelyphia an as one institutien. (2) Seek a way to combine
Hamma Divinity Scho (1CL) =t Springfisld, and Capital (ALC) at Columbus,
both in the *utc of Ohioc. YTwo Iwutheran schouls of theology in cne state is
impossible to ju fy, especizily when the combined erro]lngnc of the two
schools is only a ound 50’ " (3) Think of the LCA4 seminsry in Columbia (South
Carclina) and the proposed new theological school at @hlc go a8 Luthceran centers
of theological education f or the South and the Middle West. (&) Establish
cooperation between the LCA's Northwestern Semincry in {“nn@apoliﬁ, and the
ALC's Imther Beminary in 8t. Paul. The two are "twin cities" in Mianesota.

MIf it is hard to deiend two seminaries in Ohio, or the continuance of inde~
pendent instituticns in Pennsylvania, how cin one promote two seminaries in
inary,now in Fremont (Webraska).

H c+
"_'i

‘,..J

one community?" (5) Relocate the LCA's Central Se
This proposal is currently under study. "Either the synods conceraned could be
served by (the new seminary) in Chieago, or futurec needs might dictate coope-
ration with other Lutheran bedies in eatablishing a seminary in the Scuthwest.'
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Six=Point Program Offered for Beard

L brizht spot of ccoperation is found at the LCA's Pacific Semdinary in
Berkeley (Cullfornl .}, Dr. Bergendoff said. Thc number of ALC gtudents at this
seminary has risen to a point where that Church has votcd a subsidy. "Conversa-
tions are under way to have the ALC participate in the operation and ownership
of the Pacific Seminary." he noted.

The Bergendoff report offersd a six-point program for the LCAi's Bemrd cf
Theological Education to follow in its rclationship to its seminaries: "(1) Aid
in establishing the Chicago School of Theology in its new location and encour-
aging its graduate program. (2) 4id in werking cut joint prograns between
Philodelphia and Gettysburg (seminorics). (%) Aid in building a B+Tiﬁ5 BiD.
program at Southern Seminary. (4) Add in developing a unified e_fcrt of ALC and
LCA at Pacific Seminary. (5) Aid in working with ALC in solving pro lgmo of

the future plans of Hamma, Nerthwestorn and Capital. (6) Consult with Missouri
(Syncd) in regard to cooperation, especially im graduate work, possibly at
Philadelphia, Chicago, and 8t. Louis, eventuzally at Berkeley."

Many of the points in Dr. Bergendoff's program are already in different
stages of fulfillment. The two Pennsylvaniz seminarides--Philadclphia and
Gettysburg--have not becn able to settle cn a formula for becoming '"one
institution," but they have agreed to establish a joint administration. In =
dramatic mbvl n late in May, Dr. Denald L. Heiges, who has headed Gettyburg
Seminary since 1962, was elected to be alsc the president of the Philadelphia
theolegical faculty. His selection to head both institutions was endorsed by
their governing boards and teaching staffs. Although it was explained that the
action did not commit the seminarics to immediate or early uniocn, the Philae
delphia Board of Directors voted at the same time to express to Gesttysburg its
"eagerness to consider any possible move toward clossr ccoperation.”

Fuortherrnore, the possibility that the LCA seminary in Minneapclis will
relocate on the campus of the ALC conc in 8t. Paul, just across the Mississippl
river, was increased in February when the ALC's Board of Theological REducation
acted favorably on the proposal. The board veted to recommend to the next ALC
biennial conventicn the lensing of land to the LCA's Northwestern Seminary, and
the working cut of a plan to integrate certain teaching and non-academlic activi-
ticss If the ALC conventicn next Octcber gives its approval, Northwestern plans
to erect a building that will provide classrooms, administrative offices, and
space for its library. Although the independence of the two faculties is to be
maintaincd under the present plan, scme courses may be offered con an integrated
basiz. :

Spesking of the tws LCA seminariecs in Canada (Waterloo and Saskatoon), Dr.
Bergendoff reported: "The seminaries in Canada sent specific problems of
their own. Foremost among them is the lack of students. The situaticn is
serious enough to demand the attention of the Church as a wheles The wide
expanse of Cznada obviously reguires one seminary in the East, and one in the
West, The time should net be far off when Canadian Iutherans take cver the
administration of their own seminaries, with the USA bodies giving such help
as they can!

(MORE)
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Sets V5 As Minimum Sceminary Enrollment

Meanwhile, a pro

OF e to crzanize a new "Saskatcon Lutheran Seminary' was
unaninmously approved

wa by thb annual conventicn of the LCA's Central

ik in
Canada Synod, Such a faculty would “cplwcb the present Luther Theolcogical
Seminary of the ALC and the theglu. depariment of the Lutheran Cellege and
Seminzry of the LCA, which heve been co cperatlnﬁ under the nanme of the Lutheran
r

Faculty of Theology. According tc the new p oposal, the twe instituticns would
"enter intc an integrated seminary venture . . . (with) . . . one faculty, one
faculty, one president, one stulent body, one budget, cne site." Approval must
be given alsc by the Western Canada SYHJu of the LCA and the Canada Bistria® <X
the ALC. The new seminary would be owned znd cperated by a board of governors
on behalf of all three jurisdicticnal units.

Pr. Bergendoff explained that the problem is not only one of accomodating
the program of theological education to the existing Lutheran divinity schcols
across the nation, "but planning for a futurce where the interests if the wholc
Church are best served." He said that over a ten-year pericd the LCA seminaries
in the United States have enrcllced an average of 955 students each year. The
two Canadian seminaries have enrolled 35 students. In the acadenmic yvear that

nded this spring, the reported enrollments in both countries totalled 15052,
Of these, 296 were completing their final year of undergraduate theological
study, with 282 expectced te be ordaincd for immediate active church service.

From his survey, he concluded that "the minimum standard of an LCA seminary
should have an enrollment of not less than 75, preferably 100 students. Such
a student body would call for a faculty and staff of at least 10 or 12, znd an
annual operating budget of 150 to 200 thousand dellars,™

Dr. derald Brauer, president of the Board of Theclogical Educa ition, said
the board "was given the Hercul‘ xn task of bringing before the Church's
Pittsburgh convention in 1964 a master plan for theological zducation." The
basic problem, he said, "ig to move out from a past institutional loyalty to
a concern for theclogical education in behalf of and through the whole Church.
Loyalty to 2 given institutiocn is not a bad thing, but it nust nct be divinized.
Institutions come and go, move cr are modified, but the need for unexcelled
education for cur pasters continues,!

"The Dcor to the Future Swings Wide!

A striking aspect of this whole development is that the executive sscretary
on whose impressive survey repert the board's master plan is largely based will
not be the official who will oversee its implementation on the board's behalf.
Dr. Bergendoff will now begin enjoying the retirement that ha hagd hoped to
enter in 1962 when he completed 27 years of service as president of Augustana
Colleze and Seminary in Rock Island (Illinois), He remained in active service
these two years at the urging of LCA leaders, who insisted that he take a :
special short-term assignment as the board's staff leader, mainly to develop
the master plan.

Inheriting the plan this summer will be the board's new executive secretary,
Dr., E. Theodorc Bachmann, a 52-year-ocld churchman with a varied background of
Service, a fertile imagination and an enthusiasm for fresh initiatives. Before
the merger that gave birth to the LCA, Dr. achmann was secretary for theolog-
ical c¢ducation in the Board of Higher Education of the United Lutheran Church
in America, Since the merger he has been exccutive secretary of the LCA's

Board of College Educaticn and Church Vocations.

(MORE)
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In accepting the beard's electicn as Dr. Bergendoff's successor, Dr.
Bachmann cormmented: "Theological education is today cne of the most deeply
tempted fieclds of learning. It can be tempted to remain confined to seminaries,
but then it will become increasingly remote from the world. Or it can be allcwed
to venturc into the world and there risk the loss of its identity. But where
the drama of human relationships is so intense and the ultimates of knewledge
50 enigmatic, cur day is as full as ever of theological fragments.! He said it
is the job of theological education to put these fragments together, "This we
de not in our own power but in the pewer of God who in Jesus Christ gives
nmeaning and hope and new life for old, as he illumines the mind and warms the
heart."

-

In the LCA, Dr, Fry will tell the delegatcs at the Pittaburgh convention,
thers is "a now recognition of the corporate responsibility of the Church as a
whole for the prepszration of its miristry. Our new Board cf Theolegical Educa-
tion is a symbol of it, with its power to set standards and to lay far-reaching
recommendations befcre conventicns of the LCA, which in turn have the right to
act on them. Without divesting the syncds of respensibility, the Church has
reserved prerogatives to itself in regard to this vital element of its 1life.
Since our ministry is one, its training is the affair of us alle o « .

"Renewal of the Church is c¢onceivable cnly if there is, stride for stride,
a renewal of its ministry. The door tec the future swings wide."

3/6/6L
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LWF SIGNS PACT FOR OPERATICN
OF TANGANYIKA REFUGEE PROJECT 22 May 1964

GENEVA -~ The Lutheran World Federation signed here today an
agreement with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
and the Government of Tanganyika and Zanzibar to operate on their
behalf a settlement project for 10,000 refugees in East Africa.

The project--a major thrust in the cooperative attempt to meet
the new refugee problem in that area--calls for creaticn of a
complete agricultural community in a fertile, unpopulated region
of Tanganyika's Mwezi highlands.,

Its future inhabitants are Watutsi refugees from Rwanda for
whom sufficient good land is not available in their first country
of asylum, Burundi. At the request of the UNHCR, the Tanganyikan
government consented to receive them. To reach their new settlement
in the Tabora region near Lake Tanganyika, they will make a 500-
mile trek with 2,000 head of cattle.

Signing of the agreement took place in the Palais des Nations--
Eurcpean headquarters of the UN-- the day after the UNHCR
Executive Committee, during a six-day meeting here, approved the
project.

Along with the High Commissioner, Mr. Felix M. Schnyder, the
signatories were the parliamentary secretary in the office of the
Vice-President of Tanganyika and Zanzibar, Mr. J.A. Nzunda, and the
director of the LWF Department of World Service, Dr. Bruno
Muetzelfeldt.

Addressing the UNHCR Exccutive Committee after its action, Dr.
Muetzelfeldt voilced "our sincere hope that the particular contribu-
tion which we may be ablc to make will strengthen the endeavors"
of the Tanganyikan government and the High Commissioner '"to provide
for these refugees the opportunity for permanent settlement in
Tanganyika and to pave the way for their ultimate integration into
the economic and social life of their new homeland."

He also expressed "our deep gratitude for the cooperation and
understanding" which both  of them "have manifested in relation to
the services provided by the Lutheran World Federation for the
alleviation of needs of refugees in Tanganyika."

(MORE)
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The LWF departmernt will execute the project through its recently established
Tanganyiksa Christian Refugse Service, which is being operated on bechalf of the
wider Christian community, on the basis of consultation with the Christian
Council of Tanganyika and the VWiorld Council of Chumrches.

The whole operatio r1 including the bui 7 r
seed, and preparation of the land, is expected to co
end of 1965,

ads, purchase of food and
L nearly $400,000 up to the

o
2

Of the budgeted international Bhpp’”T during this initial period, the
UNHCR will contribute BcoO 000 and IWF/WS $97,920. Participation of the
Tanganyika government will be in the form of admlnlmt tive, agricultural and
other services provided by verious ministries concerned in rural development,
within their regular budgcts.

Refore the resettlement can be carried out, more than 100 nmiles of rcads
have to be mdded fto existing lines of commqnleatiﬁn frem the nearest towne
ictual transfer is dus to start in June and to be completed by the end of
September, to enable the refugees to prepare the land before the end of the
planting season.

Moving in groups of 400 tc 500 at half-weekly intervals, the refugees will
ravel successively by truck, boat, train and truck again until, after four days,
they reach the site of their new homes.

At the Mwezl highlands settlement, on land granted by the Taﬁbﬂnyikan
government, each family unit will be alloted ten scres. There they will build
their houses in accordance with customary styles and clear the soil for dnitial
plantings of corn, beans and sweet potatoes before the October rains.

From subsistence ferming it is ft they will progress to the

roduction of cash crops which '¢31 ble a natural economic development
of the commurity, with =bility toc ftake over tha rointenance of local educational
and medical services through an indigenous tax system.

Through 1ts Tanganyika ChFL%tlnﬂ Refugee Service, LWF/WS is to provide,
smong other things, the staff for the new settlement, as well as such supple=-
mentary educational, medical, ﬁocial and agricultural services as are found
NCCESEarY s

This would dinclude supplying seeds and tools
people, and encouraging them to take part in sce:
activities,

feeding and clothing the
zl, educational and vocatiocnal

Dr. Muetzelfeldt said it was estimated that after approximately 12 months
most of the refugees would have a basis for self-support. Supplementary services,
however, will have to be continued for a longer period,

Final approval here of the UNHCR's $260,000 financial partic
Mwezl project means that the new Tan yika “h“ stian Refugee 8
its initial pericd until tBe ead of 1965, will administer a pro
$684,000 in international funds.

ipation i the
ervice, during
gram calling for

Of the total, $326,000 is expected to be contributed by Lutheran Churches
and voluntary agencice which support the programs of LWE/WS. The remaining
$98,000, for a major water supply project at Majunz¢ in the Npara districk,
will be covered from resources already available

-l
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LWF NAMES DANZ TO LEAD 22 May 1964
TANGM\YIM SETTLEMENT PROJECT

GENEZVA -- A Dane who has dgr\o erations in Austria,
Morocco and the Congo will leave 21 o take charge of =z

major refugee settlement project which the Lut W Federation will operabe
in Tanganyika under an sgreement slgned 2

.

This was amnounced by Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of the LWF Department
of World Service, who signed the "memorandum of understanding' with the United
Notions High Commissioner for Refugees and the Government of Tanganyika and Zan~
zibar for the $400,000 Mwezi highlands project.

He 5aid Jdrgen Ngrredam will leave his posifion as g al secretary of the
Royal Danish Automobile Club in Copenhagen to begin work the beginring of June
as coordinator of ths venture by which 10,000 refugees from Rwanda, now in tempor-

ry asylum in SBurundi, will be resetiled in & new community created for them.
b of
The project is the first majo unde“taking of the new Tanganyika Christian

/WS has e
community, on the basis of consulia
and the World Council of Churches.

blizhed on behalf of the wider Christisn

Refugee Service, which LWf S
ion with the Christian Youncil of Tanganyika

est
t

Mr. Ngrredam, who is 43, was the chief delegate of the League of Red Cross

Socleties for all its operations in the Congo from August 1960 until about a
year ago, when the reliefl work in that country was discontinued.

In 1956~57 he served in Ausiria with a Danish Red Cross velief team, direct-
ing fisld operations on behalf of Hungarien refugees; and in the first five
months of 1960 he directed 2 Fed Cross distributicn of food to Algerian refu-
gees in Morocco.

Born on Feb, 20, 1921, in Copenhagen, he ezrned a law gree at the upivelrs
sity in that city and iz a member of the Copenhagen Lawyers' Association. After
bis graduation from the university in 1949 he berame a magazine and book pub-

. «sher, and he has written numercus articles for diverse periodicals.

He 45 married snd has = three-yes d daughter, “harlotte.

G’;
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TANGANYIKAN OFFICIAL LAUDS
LWF FOR WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 4 June 1964

GENEVA -- Tanganyika's Minister for Agriculture has sent the
Lutheran World Federation a letter expressing "deep appreciation" for
the LWF's "most generous support" of a water supply project among
Rwanda refugees in that country.

Writing as chairman of the Tanganyika Freedom from Hunger Campaign,
Mr. S. Maswanya said the executive committee of the campaign "attaches
the greatest importance to this project." The committee, he added, '"is
only too well aware that without this timely gesture on the part of the
federation, progress in the (Ngara) area would be very much delayed."

The Ngara water development project is a special $98,000 venture of
the federation's new Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service, It dinvelves
the supply of pumped water, erection of two dams, improvement of two
other dams, and digging of 12 wells.

0=
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WCC=LWEF CONSULTATION STUDIEZS
CHURCH'S HEALING MINISTRY B June 1964

TUBINGEN, (West) Germany -- Deep and continuing study of the Christian
concept of the healing ministry of the Church was called for by a consultation
convened here by the World Council of Churches and the Imtheran World Federation.

A statement unanimously adopted by the six-day meeting asked the two bodies
to take a "new look" at the meaning of healing and particularly at the rcle of
church-spensored medical dnstitutions.

The participants, the majerity of whom were doctors, nurses, and cther
medical personnel attached to church-sponscred institutions arcund the world,
specifically stresscd the need to re-examine the concepts within the Church
which view Christian medical work as cither primarily for the meeting of
physical needs or 28 a teeol for avangelism.

"The valid critieism by younger Churches that such institutions are a
'burden' to them and the lack of intimate congregational involvement in medical
institutions din the West points up the absence of a sufficient distinecticn
between much Christisn medical work and the service of secular agencies," the
statemcnt declared.

But f'the Church cannot surrender its responsibility 1n the field of healing
to other agencies,'" the statement affirmed. "The Christian Church has a specific
task in the field of healing.' It has "insights concerning the nature of health
which are availlable only within the context of the Christian faithe"

Consultation discussions were concerned with what constitutes the health
and healing of the whole man--the psycheolopical, spiritual, and mental realms--
as well as the thysical.

It affirmed that "all healing is of God'" and that "the specifiec character
of the Christian understanding of health and of healing arises from its place
in the whole Christian belief about God!s plan of salvation for mankind." It
added:

ministry of Jesus. There it was & sign of the breaking inte human 1life of the

powers of the Kingdom of God and of the dethroning of the powers of evil. The

health, which was dits fruit, was not scmething static, a restored equilibrium;
it was an involvement with Jesus in the victoriocus enccunter of the Kingdom of
God with the powers of evil,

"The Christian understanding of healing begins frem its place in the

"4 concept of health which is mercly that of a restored balance, a static
‘wholeness,' has no answer toc the problem of human guilt cr death, nor to the
anxiety and the threat of meaninglessness which are the projection upon human
life of the shadow of death.

WHealth, in the Christian understanding, is a continucus and victorious
encounter with the powcers that deny the existence and goodness of God."

With this understanding of health, the consultation stotement declared, it
must be seen that the congr tion has "a central and respensible role in
healing and that all its members--not just the doctors, nurses, and pastors--
are inveolved.

(MORE)
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The congregation, it said, '"by its prayer, by the love with which it
surrounds each person, by the practical acts which express its concern for
every man, and by the cpportunities which it offers for participation in
Christ's mission .« « « i3 the primary agent of healing."

The consultation expressed concern that contemporary theological training
deals so little with the relaticnship between hsaling and salvation, noting
that the importance of the spiritual component in health is not generally
recognised,

It recommended that pilot projects be set up within sclected hospitals in
which teams comprising a physician, nurse, paeychiatrist, and pastoral counsellcr
would seck "to treat the patient in the totality of his sickness."

It alsc favored the cooperation of church-—sponsered agencies with government
and secular bodies "provided this in nc way compronmises the expression of
Christian witness.!

It further called for cocperation by the Churches din survey, study and
planning, personnel placement, and "in some arcas'" the sponscrship of joint
medical programs,

The report also suggested that o small consultation of theologians be held
"at an carly date” to discuss "health and salvaticn.?

S came from Burope, Asia, Africs and
f church membership.

Participant
convencr budiec
a wide range

& in the consultation, which did not speak for either of the two
4 No

North America and represented

L

(The report of the consultaticon will te available later fron the iorld Council
of Churches and the Lutheran ¥orld Federation. The study papers of the
consultation are scheduled for eventual publication.)

g

MALLYSTAN INDIAN YOUTH BUY
NEW SHOES FOR ARAB ORPHANS L June 1964

BETHLEHEM, Jordan -- Five orphaned Arab boys at the Lutheran elementary
boarding school here are happily wearing new shoes bought for them by Indian
Lutheran youth of Malaysia.

The story of this unigue gift bezan last December when 90 young men and
women attended a seashore camp organized by the 1,200-member Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Malaya.

After a week of enjoyment and serious deepening of their Christian faith,
they had a2 closing service at which they gave an offering that was--in their
circumstances—-exceptionally generous. The total received, $20.19, was destined

to children in Bethlehenm.

Forwarded through the Jerusalem world service office of the Lutheran World
Federation, the money was used by the house father of the boarding school,
Dezcon Charles azar, to buy shoes for five of its most nesdy young lads. For
some of them, it was probaily the first pair of new shoes they ever had.

(MORE)
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The happy receivers were:

~-Farid and Fauzi, brothers, part of a family of ten whose father, beccause
of tubcrculosis, is unable to work very nuch.

--Marwan, a six-ycar-old fatherless refugee with a mother who works hard
but earnslittle.

-=Raja, a l2-year-old from Nablus whose aged father cannot support his
family of six.

--Little black-skinned Riskallah, the school's youngest pupil, member of a
family of 21 that lost their mother last summer.

g

WEDISH BISHOPS "STAND FIRMY
ON PREM..RITAL SEX RELATIONS L June 1964

STOCKHOLM -- Bishops of the Church of Sweden have repudiated recent press
reports that thev were consildering =z softening of their earlier condemnation
cf premarital sexual relations ac = sSin.

One of their number stresscd that the April meeting of the Lutheran Bishops'
Conference had stated, to the contrary, that it "naturally stood .firm on
Christian principles as set forth in such statements as the bishops! letter of
il

The game spokesman, Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothenburg, added that Bishop
Helge Ljungberg of Stockholm had denied a report that quoted him as an
anticipating a revised, less harsh proncuncement on the subject.

A press dispatch widely reproduced abroad said the bishops in late April
had decided to set up a special commission to review their 1951 statement that
categorically labeled as sinful all sex relations outside marriage.

It also said that Bishop Ljungberg had predicted that this would lead to
the issuance of a new statement with softer language, since the problem was
"mot only to say what was right and wrong but to help young people to live
according to Christian rulcs.!

Dishop Gicrtz sodid the biskeps took no euch zmetion bhubt rather desided to await
a report from a committee of the Central Swecdish Church Board (Diaskonistyrelse)
which several years ago began a study of the subject.

He said "wery much opposition' had been aroused in the Church against the
recent assertions on premarital sexual relations made by Chief Editor Carl
Gustaf BoEthius of the central board's illustrated weekly Var Kyrka (Our Church).

Mr, Bo&thiug publicly urged the Church to condonc sexual relations before
marriage by coupleswho intend to be united and faithful to each other, arguing
that 1t was "“pointless" to be out of step with "reality,"

= 7
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SIMOJOKI NDMINATT: TO B
NEXT FINNISH PRIMATE & June 1964

TURKU, Finland ~- Electers of the Archdiocese of Turku on May 28 gave a
decisive vote to the Bisheop of Helsinki, Dr. Martti Simojoki, to be their next
Archbishop and thus the Primate of Finland's national Lutherarn Church.

Bishop Simojoki, who is first vice-president of the Lutheran World Federation
and chairnan of the federaticn's Finnish National Committce, has been spiritual
head of the Diocese of Helsinki ever since it was constituted 4in 1959 by dividing
the Diccese of Tampere.

Having obtained 270 votes, his name heads the three-man slate submitted to
the President of the Republic, Dr, Urbo Kekkonen, who is to choose one of the
three to succeed Archbishop Ilmari Salomies. The latter plans to retire on
Sept. 1 at the age of 71.

Two other bishops were rumners-up in the election for the 5lst occupant of
the see of Turku. Second place on the slate went to Bishop Eero Lehtinen of
Lapua with 151 votes, and third to Bishop 0Olavi Kares of Kuopio with 103.

Although the President usally appoints the man who received the most votes
in the diccesan electicn, he is free to name either of the next twe candidates.

Bighop Simojoki was chalrman of the Finnish Committee on Arrangements for
the LWF's Helsinki Assembly last year, and has been serving as chairman of the
Finnish Lutheran Bishops' Confercnce.

Before becoming the first Lutheran Bishop of Helsinki, he was the spiritual
head of the Diccese of Mikkeli, succeding Bishop Salomies in that see when the
latter was naned Archbishop in 1951,

Born on Secpte. 17, 1908, in Uusikaupunki, Martti Simojoki earned degrees of
bachelor of divinity, master of arts and doctor of theology from the University
of Helsinki. He was assistant to the professor of practizal theology in the
university from 1943 to 1950,

Before 1943, he served successively as general secretary of the Firnish
Student Christian Movement, & parish pastor, and a militzry chaplain. He was
ordained in 1530,

Pastor Simo joki director of his Church's Parish Institure in J8rvenpi&
for a brief period before his appointment as Bishop of Mikkeli. In 1947 he
attended the lund Assembly of the IWF, snd in 1957 its Minneapolis ASBLK‘LJ.
Between the Minneapolis and Helsinki assemblies he was a mexrber of the federce-
tion's Commission on Education.

His appointment to the see of Helsinki in June 1959 placed him in charge of
a diocese having more than 50Q,000 church members grouped in 37 large parishes
with about 300 pastors,

For a number of years, Bishop Elis G. Gulin of Tampere and other leaders of
the Finrnish Evangelical Tq*hkrar Church had urged the establishment at Helsinki
of an pighth diocese in order to provide more adequate episcopal oversight to
the populous metropolitan area,

Although Helsinkl becanme Finland's capltal in 1819, the Archbishop's sea
ontinucd dn the former capital of Turku,

b
=
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BISEOP LILJE LEADS RITE
AT MOSHI CONSECRATION 4 June 1964

MOSHI, Tanganyika -- Bishop Hanns Idlje of Hannover, Germany, conducted
here in mid-May o service at which the Rt. Rev. Stefanc R. Moshi was conse-
erated to a lifetime term azs Bishop of the Northern Diocese ¢f the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanganyika.

Bishop Moshi has headed the Iutheran Church in this area since November
1958--for the first twe years with the title of president and after that as
the first African ILutheran to hold the episcopal office.

Until this year, however, his term of office was constituticnally limited
to o brief period. His election as bishop late in 1960 was for four years. That
constitutional rcstriction has now heen removed and he has been re-elected to
serve till retirement.

Meanwhile, his Lutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika last year united with
six other Lutheran Churches c¢f this country to form the ELCT in which the former
is now onc of the dicceses. Bishop Moshi is also the Mkuu (presiding officer)
af the ELCT.

The 58-year-old churchman is internationally known in Lutheran and
ccumenical circles. He is third vice-president of the Lutheran World Federation
and one of the presidents of the All Africa Conference of Churches.

Assisting the Presiding Bishop of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Germany in the consecration service on Pentecost were the heads of the six
cther BELCT synods and dioceses.

Reprcsentatives of numercus church and civic organizaticns attended the
ceremony. Among the foreign guests was Bishop Heinrich Meyer of Libeck, Germany,
chairman of the LWF Commission on World Mission. Bishop Moshi was a member of
the commission from 1957 to 1963.

The Tanganyikan churchman currently serves on the Commission on Worlc
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches and the executive
committee of the Board of Directors of the Ll Zrosdeosating Service.

His offices in this ccuntry include those of vice-chairman of the Christian
Council of Tanganyika; chairman of the Good Samaritan Foundation, parent body
of the Kilimajars Christian Medicsl Centre; and chairman of the YIMCA.

He was alsc the last president of the nationwide federation in which
Tanganyika's seven Lutheran Churches were asscciated before they united to
form the ELCT last ycar.

S0
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CHRISTILN POLITICLL PARTY

TO ENTER SWEDISH ELECTIONS L June 1964
STOCKHOLM -- Candildates of this country's newly organized Christian Democratic

Party will compe in the e cc%;tnF this autumn for the lower chamber of the

15
L
leudu&t&, the Swe d

The new party s
Rev. Birgcer Ekat:zdt.3
misgivings about the

clergyman of the naticnal Lutheran Church, the
me of the Church's leaders nave expressed
ctablishing such a separate political grcup.

Vice~chairman of the party is the Rev., Lzwi Pethrus, 8Q-ycar-cld Penteccstal
leader who played 2 prominent rele in stirring up support for its establishment
this spring. Pastor Pethrus is also editor-in-chief of the Christian newspaper
Dagen.

Pastor Ekstedt is = high school teacher at L8vstsbruk and was youth leader
of the Conservative Party., The new party he now heads has set up a central
office 1n downtown Stockholm.

A statement of program adopted by the Christian Democrats says their party
aims to defend the spiritual 3 the Swedish people by “bll&1ﬂg a vigorous
community respectiul of hum: on a Christlan and legal basis.

It declares resolute opposition te what it regards as the conspicuous
materialism of 8wedish politics, Furthermore, thc party pledges iteself to defend
Christianity and religious liberty, protect popular government and local self-
rule, and cocperate towards perscnal commitment in _uc*al work,

It advocates two hours of religious instructicn weekly in all classes of
the public scheols, as well as the retcontion of meraing prayers in both the
primary school =znd upper secondary school (gymnasium).

LOUHIVUORL TO LEAVE POSITION
WITH LWE FINNISE COMMITTER ; L June 1964

HELSINKI =~ The Rev. Jorma Louhivueri, general secrctary of the Finnish
Kaetional Committec of the Iumtheran World Federation, will leave that post in
October to become overseas sccretary of the Finnish Seamen's Missiocn at 1ts
headguarteres hore.

Pastor Louhivuori was Finnich scamen's pastor in London for six years before
returning to this fouETry in nmer of 1961 to become asslatant assembly
director of the federation's

ssembly, which toock place in Helsinki.

Sfeide from his work with seamen, the Y3-yecar-old pastor has been especially
identified with studont work. He was secretary of the Finnish Student Christian
Movement from 1947 te 1950 and headmaster of a "folk high scheol? in Virclahti
for the follewing five years.

In early 1965 he was elected 7 ident of the Finnish Association of High
Scheol and College Students, an organlzatlcn in which he served successively
as secretary and chairman when he was o student,
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AMERICAN ILUTHER.N CHURCHES
JOIN IN CONFIRMATION 3TUDY B June 1964

NEW YORK ~~- The ILutheran Church in America announced here.that the two
other major Lutheran Churches in North America have 3PL:d to participate with
it in a joint study of the theology and pracki nfirmaticn.

The american Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod have
acceptod an invitation to jein with the LCA in ereating & joint study commission
ef 15, in respense to & proposaL made by the LCL at its constituting conventicon
in l9o?

oocum'rf the
tion mhm :h
on Confirmation.

sion will have a %,000-word report on the
submitted to the LCh in 1962 by its own Joint

qubjgcc o
Commigsio

Specifically, the ICLE'=s zested "for the purpose of stimue
lating discussdion' that ohildre' o permltted to receive the sacrament of Holy
Communion at the age of tén years.

d further proposed that confirmation should no longer

The LCA commission hs
c ards

be gorded as xrcuqsary for admission to Holy Cormmunion. This would be a
ra 31 departure from the present Lutheran regquirement that members be confirmed
be

e receiving the Lord“s SUPDET «
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, LCi president, was authorized to convene or Arrange.
or the convening of the first mecting of the joint cormission.

by

Dre Fry caid that Booh Br. ri Synnd pre Sioenty
and Dr. Fredrik /. Schiotz, ALC presi reed to fire appointments
from each of the three church bodies to constitute membership of the joint
commission.

LUTHERANS IN VEIEBZULLA |
RENAME GULBIS COUNCIL HEAD _ % June 1964

CARACAS, Venezuela -- The Rev, 41freds Gulbis ¢f Carzcas was re~clected to
a sixth cne~yc.r term as president of the Lutheran Council of Venezuela at its
annual meeting here in May. He hzs hsaded the council ever since it was formed

in Mzy 1959,

Also re-elected was the secretary, the Rev. Hansruedi Peplinski, likewise
of Caracas., Named treasurer was the Revy Federico Baorchers, pastor of the

Maracaibo and S8an Cristobal congrepations.

The ecouncdil s the cormpn organ of six multiling
been established with Iu *n'run forld Federation : uul&tmnC& h_an tng
for Eurcpean lutheran immigrants in this ccuntry.

government and the LiF,

It is officially recognized by both the Venezuelan

s
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KISHT BLECTED TC HELD
UNITED CHURCH IN JAPAN L June 1964

KUMAMOTO, Japan -- Dr. Chitose Kishi, head of the Japan Lutheran Theclogica
College in Tokyo, was electsd p egnt of the new Japan Evangelical Tuthcran
Church at its first regulsr con in May.

Dr. Kishi has been since 1959 the president of the former Church of the
same name, which united last year with the 'L"Wka1 Lutheran Church to foxw the
new JELC. He headed the old JELC alsc from 1947 to 1949 aznd from 1956 to 1958,

Since the JELC presidency is a part-time position, the 66-year~old church-
man continues as president of the theological college, an office he has held
for the past 15 years.

Chcsen here to serve with him in leading the new Church was 2 governing
body consisting of four missicnaries and ten Japanese. Named to the other
leading offlces were the Rev. Kamesaburo Kawashima, vice-president, the Rev.
Selgoro Ushimaru, sec P&HJ“J? Mr. Masazki Maruyama, treasurer, and the Reve

Makoto Tsuboike, genc

The eeonvention 4i
ment arisivg from the

with the supporiing m
Ir missionary ass

amerdca, dAmericasn Lut
ard Danish Mission So
di
L3

gral secretary.

scussed guestions
merger, particularly with re

1

of organizational and finapcia]
speet to the relati

JhStw
hips

lssion boards and societies in the West.

cclation with the united Church are the Iutheran Church in
heran Church, Lutheran Evangelical fAssociation of Finland,
clety.

scussed the proposed moving of the Japan Lutheran Theologe
attpus of the International Christisn University in Tokyo.

=

UNFROCKED DANISH CLERGYMAN

. SEEKS TO FORM FREE

COPE N"I‘;J__u\ ~- Pas
ninigtry of the aati
declared that

3]

he will

CHE

toer Harald 3#bye, who was obliged to retire from the
nal Lutheran Church in May for preaching politics, has
try te organize a free Lutheran Church in Denmark‘

He said he intends to form new congregations not only in suburban Blcovstrgd
and Liller¢d, where he w8 pastor before the Minlstry of Church Affaj tock
away his active oleW'y privileges in the official Church, but alsec in other
parts of the country.

In his effarts to anize an independent Church he plans also te foster
relationships with existing free congregations, of whiech this country has
quite a few, although not all are Lutheran.

Pastor 8¢bye's removal frem the active ministry of the Danish Church--first
tomparmrvly and then permanently--was precipita by & sermon advocating
socialisy which ne gave ol Eastertime, However, it was the culminaticn of
mere than a decade of cfficial efforts to dissuade him from preaching on
political themes,

i
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W.S, LUTHERAN CHURCH BUILDINGS,
PERIODICALS CITED FOR AWARDS L June 196h4

NEW YORK =- Iutheramswere well represented among award winners anncuncaed
this spring by two American inter_church agencies one dealing with church
architecture and the other with the religiocus

g}

1
vres

& L]

The Associlated Church Press, meeting in Washington, presented two of its
four awards to periodicals of the Iutheran Church-~Missouri Synod. The National
Conference on Church Architecture, meeting in Dallas (Texas), cited a Missouri
Synod church and two of the American Luthesran Church ameng ten cutstanding
examples of contemporary church design in this country.

Awardewinning heouses of worship were those of the ALC's Westwood church in
St. Louis Park (ernc sota) and Hope church in Paradise Valley (California),
alogg 'with Missouri's 411 Saints church in Livonia (Michigan).

Cited Lutheran publications were Arenzs, a monthly of the Walther league,
young people's organization of the Missouri Synod, and Interaction, that Church's
monthly for church school workers, Both are brought cut by the synod's Concordia
Publishing House in $t,., Louis (Misscuri).

The Dallas confercence wassponsored jointly by the Church Architectural
Guild of fAmerica and the Depariment of Church Building and fArchitecture of the
cumenical Wational Council of Churches.

keynote spesaker at that meeting was Bdward A, Sovik of the firm which
designed the Westwood church and brother of Dr. Arne Sovik, director of the
Lutheran World Federation's Deportment of World Mission.

He told thes conference that ”ﬁll rood art becomes in o sense religious even
though it is not ecclesgiastical,'" and chided groups who would "build a church to
house God."

"Let us make no misteke,'" he said, "we do not build a church to house God.
We build it to be the house of God's people,s It is in serving them that we
honor God."

e
ENGLISH LUTHER.M SERVICES
NOW HELD WEEKLY IN PLRIS b June 1964

PiARI8 =- The French capital has been added te the growing number of BEuropean
cities where tourists, students, families of military personnzl and other
temporary residents from English-speaking countriss may attend ILutheran
gervices in thelr own laJPhhhi cvery Sunday.

Qrganized | y the Evangelical Lutheran Inner Mission of Paris,the 9 ae.m.
English scrvices here were begur in May at St. John's Lutheran church, 147 rue
de Grenglle, Paris Te,

Other major European cities in which regular Bnglish Lutheran scrvieges ha
been introduced in recent years include Helsinki, Stockholm, Copenhagen, Berlln,
London, Geneva, and Frapnkfurt, Germany.

Soa



