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ReVe DEs Mo Doge,
" 2

Denx Sip,

Ashusahey,

From relieble souxree we have come to know thet
e Desent Mumer mehto 15 1ikely to be ordained by you es
a Pestor of your !inte~teriom. _

I vould howsver 1ike to point out that swl,
Hehto has not passed "etrlieudation Ereminetlon end he hes
obtained a false certifieate on the basis of vhieh he was
edmitted in the Goscner Theolozlieal Colleze. T™is Pact is
aleo imown to your deputy Rev. Surender ohen ™3+ yho hec
ecommended hin for admission in the Theologleal Collese from
then the Prineipel of the Collece.

- This matter was enguited by us before poating

Srie Mehto within our Chureh and the seme was found to be
truee This feot wos also admitted by Spi. Mehts in writting
in presence of our Committes membors and on its basis a
suitable decision rezexding Mm wes token.

WQ‘!O sene
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N, W. G, E.L. CHURCH

CONTINUATION SHEET

A copy of the sald resclution is being sent to you
for favour of your informetion and necessary guldence.

Thanking You,
(%o 1 ‘Toited )
W = GEL 'cm%:n.
Copy forwemded to Savs e o Pl Joting

Princispal, Jossner Theologidal College for inf
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GOSSVER EVANGELIC AL LUTHERAN CHURCH IV CHOTAVAGPUR

& ASSAM
North iestern Anchal

Officet Khorhagtoly
014 H. B.Road
P.O.m:c'ié;ratu
To, Ranchi -83)-009
The Director

Cogsner Migsion
Berline

Dear Sir,

Yishsahay., Please find enclosed & copny of
the letter glven to:you at our request by our Hon! L 4
Director, Rev. Dr.J.J7.P,Tige on 11,.3.1980. W the
0ff icers of the Anechal Sabha do endorse the same and

request you to kindly keep us in your heart and mind,

Yours in the Lord,

f:l"‘w“’a"‘;’ ()wah-e,

(7 iwan La{c‘gﬁ) L‘ G-
Scoretary

HORTH WESTURE ADGHAN
8. 5L CHURCH,



GSSWER EVAN&IG& LUTEMH QHIMH IN
CHOTAVAGPUR & ASSAM

- . . WORTH WESTERN ANCHAL,
- te L . gerant Khobha toly
0ld EB.M
=B o + P.0. Bll‘:l
mnohi-B 009.
" . ' " ‘I,rh ' 3 »
The Director, - colt T The 10th March '1980.
Gogsner Migsion
- Camp &t Ranchl,
m-"s". ¥y " .S
Phe Office of the KeS.S. did not inform us but
‘sm from the most reliable gources we have come to lmow
that you are arriving here tomorrow along with Dr,Grott-
M -
" hauss AS we welcomed you in November 1978}\&9 SO W Now
. _most heartily welcome ym this time, and we wish you all

the best,

vroE «is g o V8 " We lmow that Rev. B.B.ﬂomnp hes comple uly

. - dgnored us and we shall have no oprortunity to have a
| look at vou not to speak ef a time %o .have conversations
with you, we are all the more compelled to Place before
. .you what we feel you must know. The so-called North Wes t
&E.L.G!uroh have bun making a propu@nda that you are
- coming to divide your Eg!assiong botwl‘an the: two bro-
_thers, the older and the mngor. Ve boltare Rev. P.D.
¢ [07 Seoreng ind his assocciates are m'ol;luring o make you
believe and declare that what they sey énd do are all
mbp.nua and well and that you m2y once for all
'l.:impt and approve Reve Soreng to be the Prasukh Adhyaksh
. beyond guestion,forge tting your hesitations and doubts
gbout 1t some months &g0. £in
- We are heve to express to you over deep conecern
for the wl?bo_ia-s of the GeEelL.Church, as & whole, the
: -mlTusm ‘of the Opaons and of their 4nchal in par ticular.

>

a-e!!’bd.- 2e

-



I,The Present Condition of the G.E.L.Churchs ¢
¥e_think that this ean be saem through a mirrer

C':’

known as Court Cases whiech will, when ennmora.tail, slhow us
(1) Relationship between the members of Cmirch, (2) Rela-
!:h'_'?’iohih‘;p be twe en Gtrie.erllmd Hmployees, (3) Relation-
ship betyeen the members of the K.8.8. |
1. Rev.R®.N.Ekka, Dr.N.Min. ond others against Rev.S.
Barla(now Rev. PeD.Soren) andothem of the K.S.S.
cases started in about July 19'77:. &t Ranchi Court.
2, Rev.Dr,W,Minz against the Pramukh Adhysksh and the
' Members of the* flovernirg Bady of the Gosaner Collepe-
case started in sbout October 1978 at Raneh! Court,
3. Rev. ¥,Ekke through his representatives against Rev,
¥ 7 p,D.Sernip through his revresentative recarding Chmreh
' at KEapandih-case started in about December 1979 at Htmiw
3indega Jourt.
. '|.|.. Rev, N.BEkka through his agents against Rev, P.D;-aomg
" through hl's agénts regarding hostel ‘at Gumla- N, Edkca
" won in the lower court and now the appeal 1s fn the
High Court at Ranehi.
5. Secre tary North Westérn Anchal apainst Rev, P.D,Soreng

and © echu-a In the eourt at Ranchi,
s Ths Headmas ter, Tit theran Boy's Middle Sehsol asainst

. Rﬂ- P.Bq-ﬂomng and s Hﬂnlging Committen,
7. The Feadm!stress Luthéran Girlts Middle Sechool, Ranchi

poaingt the Rev. P.D.Soreng and his Magaging Committee.
‘8. Case reparding lease of & proverty at Chaibssa in the
conrt between two Terties one suvpported by Re v.P.D.
doreng and the oppos!te Party sapported by Mr. Paulus
. Topno, The osae:is_- likely to go up to the supreme Court
Rev. Soreng and Mr. Topno are Involved in this Court
 ease 1@&:1; ohe ancther and the vartles concerned are
be Ing supported by these tio of ficers of the CuwE.L.
Churech the One apainst the other.
econtd. 3.
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Besides these there are wany cases here and there
in tts ‘10eal Police stations,

II1. e rh\bt&&dm:

Tt te relfably leamnt that Rev. Dr. W.Minz has
been momfinated 6% ) the B shoP They have passed a new
Constitution for  -selves and it iy svailable im the
printed form. Peop . say timt the Ir mexxE® mnber 1s
d-!mning ot in Mnir wz'ela md ucims they show that
they are strong &nd active. Thly nﬂ !'or a time rejoi-
eing to hear that the Gossner Milaston us goinz %o semd
the Misslon Meld Momey to them Mt this has perhavs been
a mistake on their Dart, wather they are now at a loss
that after stayins W th thew wntfl abowt October 1980,
Rev. Obed and Rev. Dharmdss Tige along Wi th their sub-
ordind tes surrandered themselves, To Rev. P.l.Sovens
after suffering non-payment of thetr salariea for several

nentbs mﬂ sfuz- s beeame claar thnt mriu wis deba-

rred m- raying them on the gnnd of orpniutionll »
tecimicall tins, One hewﬂ' eamt h !’0.1 the loss of
goodwill md long standing friendshlp htuun the Gossner
Cmareh and the United Bmpnnl Lutheren Chureh In
Amerieca., This yhole natmw ie not immune ﬁ'u vol 1t1es.

II1 Disa _.!l a. _ more & 1f of &

Ghaneh.

8, Madhye inehgl: There were several somvlaints
filed to Rev,P.D.foreng acainst the slsction of
the Madhys Anchal ﬁld tn ODetober 1978 and in
‘smbsequert elaat“‘“s bt they m :g‘lt:’g;:;as
ssed, The grievance £ is that one n.h%nlnoly
the Panisani Tlaks xmys and one member of ths
inehal Sabhe from Simdege were mmculy ept B
ont n the elections &nd therefore they boldly
repudiate the elections held and m not

.  eontds be
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mcpt !r. A.an as hmury. Rev, Martin Te te
es 1ts Adhyaksh end other revresentatives to tie

x.s.s. and the cmtru zmm. morﬁ!ng to Panie

'mi Ihm th\ly are a.ll illﬁatl and hence they

:aruu o mecpt Br. A TR 48 the &»hmy of
the x.s.s. 1t h tln y ntud thtt all their
mm-mnhunl m«h £iu ars. tinz hlm boan diatnmwd

by Rav.l'.n. Snmg lmd mt 1nto thc ‘w8 bo-paper bu-
ket,

Ml Homrtl have bun heard that at least

-m nt!md m-m of over &5 ptra or wre yas 2110

wl o uka mre n' m inchal flestions Weld in 1078,

'i'h- whnh clutull l»dy hm illcgal and therefore

-111 o‘lut!o-ss inogtl/naking the olcotmn of Rev, 7o
'mm. as mdhylkah t11epml and his membership in the

v a.s.s. 11109.1. shlmly all at.hu- nmamuﬂnn

,olccm by thnt llligtl body to Ls.a. and eentral

mmﬁm nugu. Tt 18 shocking that this was dome
dolihanuly onn-iding the ralou. Le tters from Pami.
un! nah lﬁﬂ !'mn tho mb&r of slnden may be seen .
In our f‘llts-

Mm: Reports have been giwnkhnt at
ltaﬁ;'tﬂ !'bttﬂd :ustez-s of 'eW;' 65 ~years of nge

.were allowed to partieipate in the inchal eleetions

held In Cetober 1978, Hemce slections were illegal
snd therefore the elsétion of Rev. Or.Bage 13 11legal
end all the rest, Thelr being membexs of the K.S,S.

and m cmtra’l Buara are all 11logal. This wes done
S Mihcraaly eum‘tﬁng tha rales.

gationt As soon as Rev,P.D.

Soreng um 01‘_!'!.“ at Ranchi, against the wiles
of the é’uwb and 1ta eonstimtion ut he dfssolved
tﬁ daly ahat:.ed Handly Panch and rominated members

' contd, 5.
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memm w uu cwn oholoe, This wes altogather

' uumﬁﬁuam and un-demooratie, dinctly striking
tie whole systom of the mw_nmu Creh at 1ts vory
ronte e has .uhui:tb,d an arbl trary, highhanded and
un Tutheran syste- Ho bas ruled out el1 réoms for

' eongelence and ‘deﬂﬁ&s t!nughurtml agtions, It
s the hty of ‘mnldent af the Ghn-ch to safemand
lﬁ 1ts eemuﬂ mzim Bt mé nm al" tha Cimroh.

in this case ha has mm the antonomy of the Tead-
Sogqarters Congregation (whish 1s eonsidered to be the
mebr Chureh {MATA ’Hm 7) of the whole GJossner Church)e

!’u ‘!orsh aaum ma!nl is .rgm!ur.lr related to
this mem-urs 6mmmﬂm b esu 58 several Funliés
i.g. ?tt!mlhdul, !ow, hﬁau, Hitma are in intimate

| mnm dth n, tm laebwh are mmn, th: "mm
s comnon. mm v have a Picht to seak out whem
.' lm&hing wrong Ilks th!s ts!uolu*tw and nomination
_@f members of the Mandl1 Fameh) takes Place.

Tt 18 row about a nu- and 8 ha? s*mo the duly
a~d matiﬁatﬁmﬂ!y f‘awd !!ud!! Taneh was Atssolved
® by Rev.P.l. Soreng and he ‘.ata ret sared b forn & Maly
eleeted Mandi! "anch, The preasnt Msndli Pansh 1s 1111.

gal an’ uneonstl tuticral nt thevefore &1l 1ts setions
are ho traated a3 mull and volde It has no lepal

right %o funation,

© As volnted out above all representatives from

‘Madhya Amehal, Jouth Tagters Anghal and the Assam snemal
have no legal status: Tenge cut of W eitaw- members from
S anetals 12 are 1176zal, only B-mey be (the eases of sonme
of these are alsc under questliorn merk) sa’d to be members
of the E.f. %5 and of the 5 Anéhal 3 Anghals-are tw o thout
vopposantation, imd ont of these P the Adhyaksh of the Vo'
Anghal hes mever fourd place in the KeS.5. 1S

gontd. 6.
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Thus only 7 remainge How gun these 7 elais to be & legal
KeSeSe &nd how gan thoir decisions stand as legal and vallid ?
amk Gan thess ¥ 7 speak authoritatively on behalf of the
whole GuE.L.Church 7 % hully and ru-vimtly bring 1t to tke
notice 0f all who have anything 10 i th the GuE.L.Church ,

As far es nnor; gomes’ o have to state that
&s Qiﬂ.)’ as 26.5.1979 quh_. ,ah matter to the motiee
of the % Pramukh M‘ﬂlki;. Tmétl mow he has net sent any
reply %o us. Ir the sams latter e zatd “h_umn-i you that
we shal! obey all eonmstitutiorsl, lezal and Just orders of
the suthorities but mot otherwlse and we have bhe rirht to
mu.um yhether an order 's thus or not ¥

It sugt nct be forgotton that we belong to the
North Westerm Anohal of the Ge.L.Chirch, thout us me
Officer of the Chureh can be elected or arpointed and Wl th-
out us nc K85, o ita_xﬁmﬁlt doards can b constlituted.
It bas boen notieed that some meectings have been held Wi the
out invlting our SeoretRry and the members of the Foards
have not been invi ted m- somé of the meetings. A1)l thege
meetinpge wore only m'lnh meetings of Ty, Ped.Soreng Maving
no lemal status. e unhes’tatincly lrfiuvl; that w want one

FeSefe of all the five Anchals and In doing so the freedom
and eholee to forw the Arohsl Sabha remaing f 8h the inghals .

¥r, J.akpt 18 the duly elected Sesretary and jydthout hinm
there cen b ne'*her & Yerth dps tern Aenshal Sabbi nor any
representation from the NeleAncoal 0 the K.S.35. and the
eentral mj\;&tmtm. Jiyan Lakra there 18 mo K.3.2.
e deplere all the actions of Rev., PeDeSoreng & gnoring us
‘and cur anehal Office. e have alynys vesmected him asg our
Pramukh Adhysksh but b8 has mot gtvem us the mm‘i;'u
our Anchal. % retaln our »irht of oitizmmsghn to mestion
his actions W In the Clureh and 1f pecessary In) the eoukt

S — eomtd, 7



V T WORTH \ESTEW AVOVALY Om 13.3.77 Rev, Fipanian Ekke
elatmed thit the i&h of the !om msm' Anchal of the
a.s.!-.ehuﬂh declaved to hm & new born independent Gmareh
. Dpe JodoPuTiga and otimrs omm m. @8 soon &8s they oame %o
know about 1%..“ Lﬂm’ m. hull advteg - neﬁng uu cONVow
ynt ned on ﬁ-?pl??? & new N, W Anchal m of the GeEele
-._'.Gipnh W awmﬁtm - th w.i.r.!lp as Adhyakhh, Mr.
7 iwan Lakre as 'Buntny, M. m&rwr as Up- Adhysics hand
e Baulas Tommo as ?s-onmr. They fune tioned steadily and
sueseasflly making mmu after mwu. Mt &n@ng the

- e

" pegine of Rev, Pl Soreng sver ginee he came to office & move
started to diylde this mewly orgen ise? mhl &bm ?amuy
He lumodd in ytantng Rev. s.ﬂ.?irny and . Panlus ‘lbpo en
his sfide and promPted them to start forsing a new anehal Sabha
@f the four offisers of the Anehal mm um an
anm ahan two belong to th mjwsty Bmaty ub mamu
and dietate the affairs of the &E,L.Moh.lt WAS very natu-
w. and alluring tor Rov., G-!-nrhcy tp-ﬁh}lhh and #y, Paulus
Topno Treasuver of the ¥. W inc bl u at onee join that great
majority Community in the K.S.3. they being members of that

I\Mn;t{;m?h;y left the tn«arﬁem af the inehal Dre JoT.7%
Tiga/and ¥r, J 1wan Dakra Seevetary - both of the minor!ty
Commant tr.'!‘hs. fev, Soveng Mk;ﬂ!' the two Munda OPfieers to
work cut Ms vlam of dtvytding the Opson Anchales These two
¥unda OFficers amua hol dfnr mestings In the home of one or
thes {llrrml‘am"rmdc The tw Ormon O7flssrs who were
deserted by them sontimied to funetion as before in the Anohal
Sabha ergmtsed on 27.9.1977 and eonfirmed on 11.10.1978. Rev
PobeSovens pave all suprort to tiese twoMunds orficers and
414 everything to wesken and weduse o mothing the two Uracn
atf"l.cora of tp Consti wemhiu and duly orgu&ia-aﬁ Torth
Western Anchal. e talks about & 'ﬁ-imd whose nmhﬂ are
stily nnmvn to us and to the whole -imﬂty mmn!ty. It is

eontd, P,



A
~also doubtful If there 1s amy member in that Tribunal from
the Minor!ty Community.The behavious of this so-called v
 Tribunal has boen most ARBFAX m;-pawﬁe, momtltntwml

_,___.__.,.‘

and unﬁm'!tﬂm. ME‘&M M Imunod to piss &
‘resolutton to file a ease in i ot secking Snnt!.gu and

- smity beomuse the very orsanis’  : sxpeeted o do Tusties
14 Infusttoe and tngui-y' to th i_rth Vestem Arebal tn penswal
‘amd to ¥r, Tivan Lakwa and Rev. M.T.Ekka in rartienlar. The
matter of the Yorth Western mm1 tn now nmiﬂ- mﬂﬁwat!m
_or the Cou rte _

Am taking aay the tw Nunde ﬁfrzm run the
mohnl am Rew.Pe Ds Soveng um to nugnidn and take away
other wembers of the Anchal Sabha. He used the ven, paisa and
Power of the Church to divide the Ilakas also. e found It |
very eonvenient because the Oracns in the newly crm!nd Fe We
' Anehal wanted to b most 1beral and mometribal in thets ated.
‘tude, bBehaviour and elections. But Rev, P.D. &mg and his
aceeail\n took an mmtm n!‘ this and mm&&dnﬂ n dtviding
the inshal,There are rour ,3' ‘-?a!:;, gﬁ; ?::‘:ﬁ??;::::?::a/'
The four snp-intendants have Jﬁ'nod hv. PulsSoreng becanse
he oives them money from the Evmplue!o fundsOf the ie Iltnj
cla!m m4 Inlong to the -tjovttr mm!tr (Rov. ¥oM,Surin
Rev. S.Mundu, Rev. o Hs Tirkey, m.—-sm and na.r.&m-
daX) 2 belong to the commnity of Rev. F.D.Soreng (Rev Hofullu ana
Rev, I.Kiro) A{."&.&Mg has succeaded in ulnning over these
& Ilakap- thas out of 13 there remain " 11m-.ar these "P Ilalkes

tahainmr erd Tondpg) ave munu with Rev. Mipenian Elira,
This only § Tlakes rematn with the 2 Oracn 16aders (Povir.d TP,
Tira and Mr, J.Lakea) A1l the rest of those who had Totned the
mwlr_ reormant sed Mo ¥ Ae have been uu‘now& by the xn@erzty
sommant ty, MﬁM«fdM JMMN Phebal,

8 ther ph the se b h?r!n‘a&néwh of Misston Imma and
® Tiaka Chatrmen tn 11 11 Swmd: have seeminply fafned Hev.P.D.
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.. |
/ _ aom becauge he has ven, palsh and Power, *he Vorth Wate
| -orm m;m'mﬁn fts tdantlty and autonomous existence as
‘offered by the Churah's gorstitubion, A1l the metdws astivie
 tles of Rev, Soreng have been dirested bo o(wauml) weols tu ng,
The hespts of the thor inds and ten thousands of membaers of
W;; b Maston T1 wd 13 Tlakes are groaming under Mv_
PeleSoreng, In eonme “ we beg to state thAt under tie
regime of Rav. P.D.S0remg the Sorth Western Anaral has Inane
u&ai».q'u tterly and has bsen seversly u';;?m. In the m-
tleing and aPrlying of the chupsh's Comstitution 1ts wles
" and regulations the K.S5.5. headed by Rev. P.DeSoveng has dome
tnjusties after Infustiee tc the Worth Wentorn inchal waile
undue, unmuthorized snd un-intelllgible favourms have beem-
shown to the Asstm, South-Sastern ard Madhya Anehal wolating
the Chuaweht s ﬁwﬁ!tﬂ!bz slamse afser slause. fov. Jorens
U has wlse ‘de¥arred you shd Dei Orothhaud frow visistng owe
Worth Westerr Anehtl ond Ha# wads you skip vs altossther
fis has made you dlsertminafte szalnat the ﬁoh.@m aref,
Uabadih has never been wWith u.aur” and Udatpur are ¥isslon
Pislds taken out of our hends.Demosracy has eome to an end
; and directorstd P and nighhandedness ;M hm&u the mle of
condugt and admintstration, 1If the ﬁwlm Chmareh llnntn be
used for the Glory of Jod snd the uuuim of #km fis Kinge
dn-. Gn'tm ).eﬂnmn_. stronities and P — .cxvlolu-

 $tons must be brousht ’f am end, g

: | : . L ’

Our stard in the situation srveated by Sev, YWirenian Biks and
oSy frisnis 15 made shselutaly elear a3 mibllshed tn the
Jan-Fab, 1960 Gharbandh ppe 19-21. From the tour Programme
of Mrenter Krishel and Ir, Mtthw’*muhned h the same
tosue of the ffar Bandim 1v 15 quite evident that's whole
diserimination has beeon made against the winle Gmn Comaite
_uit.; gf the dossner Crure e ir tlap ‘hlglﬂ' Hisston’ m lafs

the Urdons .#t qmm-a fm ib Progrenme of the Rirvestor
i I HJ AaH s ' gon *d.

&

: RPN L
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we Owaons are nob -éuwwlc for this _sﬂautlmf of the ° \
3o gamar H-lnﬁn from nn Ow»asng, Our io!il: and respaet t-‘er\ the .;‘
. Qosnmv Hiagtor 12 88 Plres gnd Pereanent 88 we have derlared
(!l o ?u the mother of tig Aauzhter, the Mm&v malb IA“
,t!n we raesived the Divegtor o!f o Gossmew Hlzgion m«l !.ta
Vies President »Ath deeP sense : w wnd respset on thelr
arrival &t the U"”"Wg;_ at ! A.ﬂ. and Batal¥ela in
Ilndhn Pradesh, We have always welsomed !’ﬂn&u and group of
friends from Jermany whemsver ws @t an Infermation.
- sent our mi,mnﬂ to the Jossner Kisston to its pastoral
: 1ettar on the eve 'or'oluv i tonomy nxémt'w iut July
adirensat to ten laglers of the &asnr Gmﬂh. ¥ belleve
| we have kevt np our eord fal nlntsmwb!w o th the SGosmer
R&n !mn as Best as mﬂb‘h. If the %um Hisslon Ms
© ehosen to :lnn us w ear sa wthsns elme ht to fasl that
our motter has left us as crpmu. Pat on mr vert w shall
M ramatn m«nx ani indebted o zuﬂ ﬁustmr i m\m
'Ithm herd tage we have 0% tmmhum Hission.
4o Bt111 beliefe firmly snd ardently that eue Risen
Lord hes mot 16ft us. T 13 with us secording to his prest-
o;u' orom! Se., "ing lo. am i th you algays, oven unto the
end Of. the World.imen.” | g
2 i _ Pratornally Yours
60, 1. Prestdent Gogmmer Mizafon - ) 0280

‘?1!!.
Llvs {Rev. Bw. JJ- T4 ma)
3 eMaM L34 _ 2 - m'm MP:M?&MF
4\70“*""'&\ Striatoy Gad Menbers of
,ge»mz,"-ﬁM? Nu?‘\ the Worth Saate-n dmehal.
&‘ldeﬁod e
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o)) | ovcbhof Jx
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Ref.

P. O. Bariatu, Ranchi-834009

DR ORRTIFICATR OF POSTING
Date _7.,20,80

The Pramukh Adhyaksh,
¢ 7. 1S rhureh.,

Daar 311‘,

Yo notices for matings of the Kendriye Salabkarl
Sabha has baan gant to me after the meating of the Wallsha
Sangh held in Octobear, 1979. It meang that no meatings hawe
been held, If, howevar msetings have basn held without a
notice to me they were sacret and privaba m-tiﬂga withont
any legel 'tabﬂ‘ﬂg

Planse nota that T protest ageinst them, We have
baen temzht that we ara mot under any Popa. We are a Protese
tant Ohureh, s Registerad Soelaty, 7o eva not 3ovarmad by a
Pope but by the Congtitution adovtad by the Bahaubha of pur
Churech, We think, live end work as maabars of tha G,7,1, "hupeh
arcording to th'il_ fongtitntion,

By not sending rotlees to m» for the mestings of the
K.8.8. you hgve mads the ¥K.S.3. an 1llegal body and therefore
;11 your actions are t’nngal by :ouz- own falmtlt.

™meil 1919 oup foreruthers were under the Uossnep
Mission. On 10,7.1919 we becams an sutonomously organised
Church, Oupr chureh then ecreated a Chureh Council. After en
experlaneca of fiftean ymars the Chureh dissolved the Chureh
councll in 1935 gnd paconstituted an entirsly new CGhureh
Counell with late Ravi Deud Tufjur as President, In 19137-38
the Chureh found it nesessary to change the President before
the axplry of his term and to inviu late Rev.J,Stoseh to be
the Prasident,

Than aftay snother 15 yqarl the Mhureh decidad to
adopt a mew romgtitution gnd chenge tha entire o0ld Mureh
nouneil end ingtead of 17 thers ware 28 membawg of the Chureh
fomnell, This hapvened in 1980, Thern after anothewr 10 yaers
agaln the fonatitutior was changed, al) the officars and

. Mambars of the “hurah had to make room for radressntestives

from tha Anehels instes? of from the Symods amd the mhureh

contd,
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couneil bad to mapke room for the Kendrlye Salahkarl Sabha.

Then after sbout 13 years the Ghureh fount 1t necessse
ry to dlssolve the Xendriye Sehkabkari Sabha snd adopt one m:
adnln!. ltl‘ation for the uhﬂle Churchs This hadpensd in 1973.

On Dae. Mso 9, 1974 1.0, aﬂor snother 14 years the Churech
nocepted a new Constitution, a 44 paged printad Waw CcOWaTI®
TITLON, On 31.10,1975 this Gonstitution was to be impleman-
ted but what happaned we 40 not exaectly know. Wa hear thet

- the Yorth Wastern Anechal blames the South wasternm anechal end
- the South Wastewn Anehal blames the Yorth Wastarn Anehel.
Briafly speaking the pariod from 31.10.75 to data the membars
of the fhupsh srs in sonfusion smad lost. On 31,10,1976 it
"seems thare wes a resurrsction of s new K,8.8. whieh the
Worth Wastern Anehal refused to aceedt and in Mareb 1977, as
it 18 elaimed, a new Chureh was given birth t~ meen to be
for all ths Opaons of the G,7.T.. hurech ond called 1t Worth
West 3,71, horeh, Fop soms tlm the K,5.8. was that of only
four Anchals and, By 'MAspgtandbieg, al) the Oreons wers ont
of it end the whols ¥.8.8. remained non«Oraon X,3,3.axcapt
fo one or who who came from Orissa and Madhya Aﬂchal, ath,
nona from the Yorth Western Anchnle _

A handful of us mat together and merm:lud the
Vopth Western Anehal in Ssvtember 1977 and in mmm;- 1978
sent our revresentatives to the We8.8.... « . .

™mfortunately you, Ravdomns have taken pleasure
to seatter what we hed gatherad and have elso taken pleasure
to kean me out of the X,5.,8., who am the Sceretary of the
North Western Anchal and a representative to the K.S.S.

Without me thers 1s mo X,8,.,8, and without the Worth
Jastern Anehgl you have made the Chureh eripplad, The whole
temittiow k» xkfegeth Chureh hes been torn irto places by you
and tha sdminigtration ias sl togather 111agal, Insgtead of
gathering you are seanttaping, We. ara told that theve are fonr

acontd,
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sasas ageainst yon In tha fourt, 211 ecommaetad with a'minigtra-
tion an? two enses ecormantad with the Chureh In gemeral,

T™is 1s & Aa9narata sitvation, A Babul ¥a Garbar, as
ordinery moDle are dageribing. g

Pinelly, T havs to ask you, on what authority you
daputed Srl Robin Horo, & Minda young man to carry ON a signe
ature campalgn against the pasceful working and worsbloping
of Khersidag Mandll whers both Mandas a=nd Orsons have 1livad
and worstippad tozether as ons congregation from both Manda
and Orason tribes.

Rejolee that you have suecceded in planting a bideb,a
friction, an unrsst and o fight avong the mwrbers of thls
congragatiion, and leave us lamenting for the most horrible
thing you have storted to do through your sgent on 5.10.80.,
in Tharsidag. Y7 have dlvided Ranechi, Sarhapani end other
Ilekag of the W,W, Anshal and you have dlvidsd ths Yorth Weste~
vn Anehal Sabhe and we esn tell your agents by name,

™ you axvaet that we mst sceevt snd follow your wrong
and 1112ge1 daclsiors ? T have sent several Salisrs to yon
pointinzg out g1l the irmegilerities and 11lagelities and you
¥ ked no ranlliea to glve,
Yours faltbfully,

Copy to:

1, Mrector,Gos=mer llsaims"‘/ %‘*&p%ﬁ

2+ Diraetor Tutbepen World Falleratlion ; i

g.to 7. Adbyakstes of the five Anehsl B it SR
+ The "D-Pramukh adbyeksh - :

9. The Sseretary G.7.1.7C.

IOOM nP ‘mﬂm. ".V.l.-

11.The Treasirver N,W.A.

12, The Secrvatery Head Q’..Wﬂgﬂtim'aogctn fihurch,ﬂm'\:chi.
13-3&01‘&‘81‘,. n.”,.[?.c.lg
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G,8,LCHURCH IR CHOTANAFFUR & ASSAM
{Regd, under Soccieties Reglistration set XXI 1860)

RANCHI PiCoEss (Pormerly N,B. anchal )

Secretarys Srl Jiwen Talkre 0fflce: Fhorhstold,
. Kokar 01d H,B,Rd.
P.0.Berlatu
Rarnchi 836009,
T he Seeret’ (Qa"yﬁe/v 29,19%]
G.n.L.Chure b ' : ‘?( 7 '
: Ranchi, : = .
Sub: Central s dsatlon anﬂ_-ﬁho Offifcers o the §3.E.L.
© OChureh in Ch, N, & Assam, _ :
Desr Sir, '

In continuation of my letter sent under registered
post d‘%&d 16.9.81 with the enclosures I have to state that
I eallTor a weeting of the Ranchl Diccese according to the
New Constitution, Representatives csme from Ranchi and Ranie
fhatenge Ilakes (Porighes sccording to the New Constitution)

in the Church at Fhorhatold, Koker on the 19th Cetober,1981,

Nﬁj‘*mo weeting was held under the Chalrmanship of Rev, M,P.Ekka
'.)'\.. :
%

%

After a brief repcrt on the whole situstion of. the Church

| end of the sorrespondence/on resordl

1. That_ the (,5.L.Chureh of which,the bers, snd
811 those whom tHey represent ere bonaf lde members, isg a
soelety duly registered om July, 30,1921, in the 0ffice of
Regli strar, Joint Stosk Compenims, Patnae under the sccleties
Reglistration Ast XXT of 1860, The Soclety is subject to a

Constitution which has been sscepted by "he members,

2, Thet the duly eleeted representatives of the
Chureh, some twelve yesrs bask, unanigpougly felt that the
1960 Sonstitution hed becowe out of dete =nd unsuiteble.
In 1969 i{n a printed dosument the convener of the Constitu-
ent Body deel:ared " the Church bids for & new Gonstitution™.
In m gwer to' this Committee! were appointed, several meetiugs
weére held snd a new Constitution was produced end presented
before the £,8,8. in its meeting represented by the whole
Church on December 449,1974, The £.5.5. secepted the new
Constitution, At the same time the Kendriye Salshkari Sabhe
was asked to appoint Elestion Officers with e view to re-
‘organize the whole ehureh secording to the new Constitution,

"Rev, Dr, C.%,Fs ‘the then Pramukh Adhyaksh eelled o
M / meeting of the X.8:3 to be held on 30.10,1975 in order to

/ 4mplement the new Con:titution, In the meetinz held on,449.

1974 1t had been decided, " After t he new affleers dul
olected acecrding to the new Constitution hsve taken over
chsrge of thelr vespeetive officefs , the “.5.3. and ell
other bosrds end ¢ onmittees under the (14 Constitutlon shell
stend dissolved, "

' %, The South Esstern Anshal,\the leading, ‘unda Anch-
8l )boyeot ted the meeting of 30.10,1975 convened 1n order to
{§plement the deaiston of the ©.8.8., taken in the wecting
heid on 4<9 Degsember, 1974, Thu-s the % S.S. became oripibéd
in operative snd.ineffective becsuse the members of the
F.S5.3 get to msught thelr own desision, Following the lea-

ding Munda Anchel, (S.8,A), ¥he leading Orson Amshel (North
Western Anshel deeclared thet they would not take pert in
the meeting of the £.S5.8. until the Major problems of the
church were solved, Thus what used to be called Hendriye

eontd, 2
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Sal shkari Sabha became dissolved end defunct. The acceptance

of the New Constitution by en undivided feS3.8., stsnds and no

01:.‘2“ erased it, It 1s there printed in the G.E.,L.,Church Press
peges, !

4, This 18 sn undeniable fact that those who profess to be
members snd 1esders of the secalled K. 8.8. defy end violate thelr
own decisious even to the extent of ¢i1ing cases sgalnst one
mmother in the Court e.f.case filed Revd, Martin Teto ageinst
‘D G’.K.?sm,- REv, ?-pom ar s m.“om_‘o This mﬂllod
K, 8.8. has been swefully disregarde the Pramalh Adhyaksh of
the so-galled K.8.5 as he, without #oision of this so-ca'led
K.3.8. wrote to the suthorities Banks to stop transectioms
on the G.5.T,Churh scccunts. When L.e members of this body defy
its deolsi ons themsel ves it is =2 clear fast that their so-galled
K.8.S. has no suthori ty., They themselves make 1% deci sions mull

" and vold, Thus thelir so-celled K.3.85. hes t to exist., The

employees and members of the 3,K.L.Church dc not know who the
off loers are. The finsnce Depertment has also® become defunct,

S, We sent dosenjof letter-s to the address of the Pramulkh
Adhyaksh which were neither acknowledged nor there were any re- .
Plies. Then we sent letters to Rev. C.B.Alnd and others whomg the
Gossner Mission designeted as lesders of the Gosmer Churoh (vide
their letter deted Berlin Juli 5, 1979 ),especislly lettend dated
 20,7.81/16,9.81 and 30.8.81/16,9.81 to & which also there was no
. ® reply, we sent a letter under re {stered post with enclosures to
the Sedretary, 0.E.L. Chureh on 1 .9.81 whiech has slso been withat
a reply ewen until todey., This 1s spother elear and unfeiling
proof thet the Central Orgenizstion of the g3.E.L.Churech has
e ol apsed, . ' : )

6, T™e nev cénltttution does not m-w&di for eny Pramukh
Adhyaksh snd organi zat ion inown as Ke8.8. Any attempt to make
a Fe8.5., and o Preimakh Adhyaksh will be f11egal ,null % void.

7. It was also noted that all the Papishes (formerly Ilaks
viz Cheinpur,fondra, Gumls, Lohardage,Ranchi, Hasaribegh, Falamau
and New Dﬂhi which sre members of the nmbi Diccese have béeen
duly notified sbout this meeting.

; 8, Tt was 2180 noted that meny of the members of Ranchi
Diocese have been misguided snd dechived by Revd. Suresh Toppo end
his assoaiates who held an illegel meeting om 9,10.1981.

9, Ever since the South Eastern Anchsal beyeotted the mee-
t*ﬂs of the £.35.8. on p.lO.?S the members of the G.B.L.Shurch
gre being split up into groups without sny stop., Hence there 1s
no sensé in talking about a fixed or stable number of members of
any groupP, The North Western Anch sl which made en attempt to
orgenize itgelf in 1978 in six months time got split up into
two- the two munde officers Rev, ¢. 4, Tirkey and Sri Paulus Topno
gseparated themselves from two afttoaws Orson Officers (Adhyaksh

and Secretary).

10. The division of the Churer oOn 2,10.75 has had a very
severe effect- A vest majority of the Oraons sre separated from
the Munda members end have remeined separated 211 these full six

esrs, This Munde-Oracn split™ap cannot be ignored nor overlooked.
e new Gonstitution wes eccepted just to) save the Church from
thbge developments and consequences,

eontd.



tfndu' the oinuu;tmu it 1 !!Onlvod that (1) ve
orgenige ourselves into the Ranchil Dioccese assmuming the
powers snd .&mslm- deseribed in the new Constituticn,

(2) Rev, M,P,kkke, Sri Jiven Lakr t Fev, Daniel ¥inz
and Sri Cyril Ferke'“a are ﬂ‘mtinlgt ected unsnimously
to be the ﬁhmm tgsh =nd Tressurer the Ranchi Diccese,

A mam- A nh Rev. M. P.xk p-mam thnknh
Rev. Daniel’Mina ssoretary Srl Jiwm Takra were mous-
1y #lected torel}.  the Remchi Diocsese in the Synodie al
uhha. Otmr o‘uutun. will be msde as, md ubin necessary.

£ fﬂ.l the rmmu fithin i!u ‘Renohi Dioccese were

ven

; for the . mt!.nf; e .shes which did not
oin now m given further invitation to come end oin.
Ishu Sshay. ; :
Yours Sincerely
; ; - _ " (Jiwan Lekra)
GBW SoY uvine : Secretary
1 Hﬂ- m.x.m :
V 2. m. l;w;%n Tete S Sop - Ranchi Dlocese
3-) A e e -Mh / 1 L “&M

4 Direstor,dosmer Miussion, Berlin
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be within the precinets of Chrigtian Ethics, In his Politieal Ethies
Ste Panl elucidates clearly and distinetly that the Civil Government
is a Divine Institution. (Romans 13:le7) Further, in hls own case

he said, "I am gstanding before Caesar's tribunal seeecee I appeal
to Caesar™, (Actsg of the Apostles 25:10 + 11)

' Yours falthfully,

1, Rev, M.P,Ekka, Adhyaksh, M

2. Rev, Danlel Minj, Up-Adhyalsh

Mz on,

3. Sri Jiwen Lakra, St ‘et-ary

4. Sri M.L8l Lekra, Actg. Treasurer, _f(, L- L3

- Be Rev, Dr.J,J,P,Tiga, Hon. Director, Mﬂ”
L
L]

Ccopy to: Rev, Niranjan Ekka ,
Dr, Nirmel Minj,
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: F;PECIAL I%SUE ON' AUGSBURG CONFESSION NO. 1,
b = '
~ ’!’n s : v '; & ' : "
' A Study Guide on the Theology of the

Augshurg Confession in the indian context

Christians all over the world

elebra‘nng the 450th anniver-

of the Augshurg Confession.
original confessional document
530 was pfesented as an ex-
 ton of the historical, ecumehi-

&

. ¢w faith of the church. In recent

years the Augsburg Confession has

become increasingly recognised “a

true exposition of the Word = of

B God” not only by.the Lutheran
B churches but by other theological
_traditions as.welk. In particular,
o Roman.. Catholic Church, for
.. “whom the .Confession was origi-
naIIy presented has expressed its

pst in rscon51dermg the docu-

India als_o the ecumenical
of Lutheran theolegy is of

ah, progress between
46~ and other churches.
¢gottagions have reached
A jointly agreed doct-
gnt. Practical coopera-
cvels_of church life and
anches of Christendom
i mgress Formal theolo-
diatogue has begun with the
!pdgic- ¢hu he$' @nd has” been

th the, Ra'n-m Cath-

therefore, is

/

olic Chutch. Of basic inferest,
the potential ecu-
menical acceptability of the the-
ology of the Augsburg Confession,

.which represents the core of the

Lutheran theological tradition.

It is fox. this reason that Gurukul
is planning an ecumenical theo-
logical dialogue on the basis of
the Augsburg Confession on the
dates of its original presentation,
24-25 June. Five papers will be
presented. The opening paper will
outline the contemporary inter-
national role the Augsburg Con-
fession is playing. The

~ papers will take up the

“The Relevance of the
logy of Augsburg Confession in the
Indian Context.” These papers will
be presented from the Lutheran,
Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and
ecumenical church perspectives.
Goal of Local Church Renewal:
This anniversary year of the
Augsburg Confession is not meant
primarily to bring international

_ecumenical attention to the docu-

ment. The primary purpose of the
celebration is to evaluate and renew
the life of the Lutheran churches in
terms of their own founding con-

Mbiusoe 0 Sl

Ty 2

fession, The Augsburg Confgssion -
has no meaningful ecumenical role
in theology if it has no meaningful
practical role in church life.

This task of the Augsburg Con-
fession becomes particularly urgent
in a mission situation like India.
The great danger is that Luthe-
ranism in India wili be an imported
institutional,  historical, reality
rather than a deeply rooted, living
and growing reality. We must

constant' *>=uard against an insti-
tution#’ which lacks any theo-
logi tity or direction. If
T oeed " hag hedguing - suuipg

¢“in history and it 1t TR o1 ]

meaning in India it is as a liviny
guide to the life and mission of
the local Body of Christ.

With this conviction Gurukul is
attempting to use this anniversary
year as a year of self-reflection and
renewal for the Lutheran Churches,
together with their ecumenical
partners in the Gospel. The goal
is that local congregation and study
groups around the country evaluate
their life and mission in terms of
the theology of the Augsburg Con-
fession, Certainly we will find
much to rethink and repent,



Therefore, Gurukul is herewith
offering a “Study Guide on the
Theology of the Augsburg Confes-
sion in the Indian Context.” The
purpose of this guide is that small
study groups in congregarior{s and

pastoral conferences, preferably
ecumenical gatluprgs, around the
coutiiiy reflect onn’ he total life

and thought of the church it terms
of the original Confession. Such a
study enables us fo evaluate our
“ghurch life in the light of theolo-
ical concepts which draw togetheg
the total witness of Holy Seripture.
We are to be confronted anew by
the enlightening, judging, and moti-
vating Word of God.

_This Study Guide is the out-
come of a special Workshop on
the Augsburg Confession which
Gurukul conducted from 18-21
December, 1979. Nine [Lutheran
seminary professors and one CSI
gathered to work through the basic
theSlogy of the Augsburg Confes-
sion to J]lghhghl the issues pre-
sented in the {6llowing study guide.
Basic presentations were given by
Dr. J.C. Gamaliel, Principal of
Concordia Seminary, Nagercoil and
by Dr, B, H. Jackayya of Tamil-
nadu Theological Seminary, Madu-
rai. Background papers and excerpts
from Confessional studies were
discussed on the basis of study
questions highlighting" ~ important
issues frem cur Ind antext.
Serious Reflections ¢
O e
“'éd as an attempt to stimulate anc
guide serious reflection on basic
theological questions in our Indian
context, Our b'mc Lutheran Con-
viction has q!vui‘s been that only
clear theclogical thought can pro-
vide clear guidelines for Christian
life and mission. The Workshop
sought to identify the particular
issues to be addressed, but the
specific wording was left to Guru-
kul 1o

=

formulate. The objeciive
has not been the evolving of a
new Confessional statement of faith

.of the Lutheran

but the applying of the historic
Lutheran Confession.

The concern  throughout  this
study guide is: practical. The issues
raised are not! those % ‘theoretical
theology but ol day-to-day life and
work in the parish, Gurukui's new
direction in theological education
has beeny’ iis application of high-
level the w to  practical issyes
of padsh.afe and mission. §
theology is to arise from reflection
on real-life questions in the light
of the historic faith.

‘he foirmat of the study guide,
therefore, is the statement of cer-
tain current issues in the fellow-
ship life and mission life of the
Indian church. These issues are
addressed in terms of the theology
Confessions. On
some issues there was no consen-
sus even among the Workshop
patticipants, There will be dis-
agreement among others where the
workshop agreed. Such disagree-
ment is well within the purpose of
this study guide, for its purpose
is to stimulate deep discussion of
the theology of the Lutheran con-
fessions in relation to the practi-
cal issues of our time and context.
For the reason discussion
questions are provided after each
major section of ths guide,

Finaliy; «we are printing along
with this Study Guide the official
FELCI (now UELCI) Statement
of Faith f[ormulated in 1951, We
have-felt that. this statement is a

¢ and authoritative articulation
.1 the basic Lutheran theological
position. This statement can serve
as an effective teview of basic
Lutheran theology, which may be
very useful in local congregations
prior to the actual discussion of
the Study Guide materials.

We offer this special issue of
the “Gurukul Perspective” in the
hope and prayer that this effort
will help make the 450th Anni-
versary of the Augsburg Confession
a. historic moment
congregations  and

same

small  study

also for locul

{
groups, Theology is not med,
seminaries; celehrations ate
meant for church dignitarics;
the Augsburg Confession is
meant for dusty book shelves.:
Augsburg: Confession and
humble attempt at a §
Guide are meant for the gre
and guidance of God's Pecnle in
their practical faith ands mi,

THE HISTORICAL BAC)
GROUND OF THE
BURG CONFESSION

The history of religion™ shows
that rulers played a vital role in
determining the religion of their
subjects. Some rulers were fanati-
cal and géme were liberal. Whep

king Asoka became a Buddhist ht

propagated Buddhism with fervour
even outside India. So many Jain
scholars were persecuted in Ma-
durai when the king was converted
from Jainism to Shivism. I'-': the

time of Reformation subc.” te
rulers in Germany joined t_ 3
against the Emperor Charle: ar
religious freedom, One . 10t
belittle their efforts as %  ely
political, since they were “.cOng

believers in the Christian faith.
Chatles V was a zealous catholic.
He had the aim to restore the one
catholic church in his dominion.
Put the princely rulers in Germany
had some power in their territories
So the Emperor could not alway$
accomplish his desires.

The Edict of Worms (1521) de-
manded the suppression of the
Reformation. Since that year the
protestant princely rulers and heads
of the free towns in Germany
asked for a fair dealing in matters
of faith in a council or a national
assembly, but in vain. Only in
January 1530, after being politi-
cally successful, the Emper’ :in-
vited for an Imperial Diet “e-
ral assembly of states 1 .~

Empire, which should take. ¥

£

in Augsburg in June 1530.

Contd. on " 4“_':

>



.

STUDY GUIDE

vonfessional writings are records of the church’s on-going exposition of Holy scripture. Such writings have two-fold
purpose:
1. The Confession attempts to witness to the heart of Scripture, namely the basic message and mission of the
churen, *Thus, such confession is the responsibility of the church at all times and in all places.
2. The Confession is directed against the errors current at the time and places concerned. On the one hand, this

recurrent exposition of the faith protects the genuine message and mission of the Church - both for the particular

period and for the future. On the other hand, the exposition in a mission context takes up points of disagrecment

also with people of other faiths and persuasions.
The contsmporary confession of fa* Jontinuation of the Sc.iptural confession of faith. The Holy Scripture itself
arose a3 1 re2ord of the chure _on. Subsequent confessions of faith arise from the same motive as a the Script-
ures and attempt to reflect the same tradition of faith. Paul says:

&‘ declare to you the gospel which I presented unto you, which also ye have received and where in ye stand...

Eor 1 delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for oursins according to the

Scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.” (1 Cor. 15:3-4)

Such founding coafessions of faith are repeatedly referred to in the New Testament writings: 1 Cor 2:2;11:23; Rom

1:3-4;4:25, 10:8b-9, Acts 2:36, 11 Tim. 2:8, etc. Out of these historic and contextual confessions of faith arose the life
and mission of the church. Out of our attempt at faithful and relevent confession of faith today also will arise the power

and direction for our life and mission,

\? L3
I. REVELATION OF GOD
‘ Issues in the Church Issues in Mission
1. The central and full revelation of God is in the Person 1. There i1s a general revelation of God's powerand
and work of Jesus Christ. This revelation is dynamic majesty in nature to all people. However the heart
and authoritative in matters of faith and life in all of Godis revealed only in Jesus Christ. We
changes of time and place. Theological formulations welcome all truth found in other religions and
may differ from culture to culture and age to age, but share the clear and full revelation in Christ.
the one revelation in Christ as witnessed in Seriptures 2. Christ is the revelation of God. Therefore, our
never changes. witness must always be to Him, Evangelisation is not
2_‘ The ﬂ.cti\"i.t}’ and purposc of God is also to be discerned a COﬂlp‘&I’iSOH of SCl‘iPtUl‘{;’S, le'aH‘I_V) 1'-}_1_1_]3]5! life-
" in contemporary events. We have our Lord’s promise styles, etc. but a pointing to the Person and Work of
that His Spirit will lead us into all truth (Jn. 16:13), Christ, A
sp we are obliged to seek His guidance in discerning e ' :
and participating in God’s on-going work in the As both I—lmdullsm.and Islam agree, there 18 only one
world, God, sought in different ways and worshipped, We
! . e e 5 -espect a ralue the piety and integrity in people of
“ 3. An on-going question for the Christian 18 how God’s i :Ind L e g S B0 o Sl
: e . T other faiths as fruits of the work of Ged in their lives
will and®ctivity are to be discerncd. Though such : s ;
sy i 2 and through their religion. Yet, this human goodness
revelation may come direcily and clearly cn oceasicn, = :
: Sl e 5 cart only be properly evaluated and directed toward
all discerning must be judged solely by the norm of L e
e e 5 : e i God’s will if Christ is known and accepted.
God's will as revealed in scripture. The objective
norm of Seripture will not deceive us, though our 4. The revelatory character of the Christian fellowship
subjective gropings and experiences may. in 4 mission situation is often mentioned in Scripture
4. In this respect the full Trinitarian functicn in revela- (Jn. 13:34-35, 17:20-23, Acts 2:44-47, Dt. 4:6-8)

tion must be emphasized. The Father’s will, the son’s
call and%®he Spirit’s guiding are the criteria for discer-
ning God’s contemporary revelation of Himself.

Questions for further discussions:

T

The life of love in the christian fellowskip is to
reveal and express the character of Ged for all to
see, comprehend and accept.

What would you say if someone formulated a concept of God’s grace in terms of Hindu Bhakti philosophy and not in

traditional terms of justification?

2. What is the proper Christian evaluation of the profound ethical life of Mahatma Gandhi?

3
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my children out of school to fast and pray”’,

If someone says, “I had a dream that the second coming would occur next year and that I should quit my job and tal
what would be your counsel ?

If someone says, “The Bible says nothing about joining political parties, therefore will not join. God acted direct.

in Old Testament times to correct political affairs, so He will do so today also if He wishes things changed”, what would”’

be your counsel?

If someone says, “Other religions speak about God’s holiness and mercy, the need for a pure life, and the need for
salvation; so what is unique about Christianity #’, what would you say? \
What is your opinion about evangelists who belittle the Hindu Scriptures and rituals, comparing the superiority of

Christian ScrlptureﬁL and rituals?

Can you give examples of how a loving Christian fell! ship has attracted people of other Faiths to Christ in your area?

Do you agree that there is truth in Hinduism, Islam;wnd other religions? H

in relation to the revelation of God in Christ?

== to understand this religious truth

Il. SCRIPTURE AND CONFESSION ’

Issues in the Church

Though the church in India is in a radically differcnt
situation than 16th century Germany or cven 1st
century Palestine, the Indian church must relateits
faith in organic conformity with the historic faith of
the universal church. A direct movement from
Scripture to personal life or to the contemporary
social context dangerously ignores the wisdom and
guidance of the church through all ages and cultures.

“Magical” and “proof-text” uses of the Bible must be
opposed. The only proper use of the Bible is to lced
us to Christ, Luther advises us to seck in Scripture
only “What promotes Christ” and to judge any un-
clear or “dark’ passages in the light of Christ.

Similarly, the Scriptures are authoritative and cenfe-
ssions normative to us only on matters dealing with
the Gospel. We are not bound by their world views,
cosmology, methods of Biblical interpertaticn, cte.

Christians are bound by the Bible as their sole norm
and authority in matters of faith. We must not assert
more than Scripture orless. In many areas speculaticn
beyond Scripture leads only to confusicn and error,
(e.g., predestination ;God’s activity in other ~:Xaions,
the “‘anti-Christ,”” the d escent into hell e¢te.) What is
clear in Scripture about our faith and life is what
we trust, witness and obey. What is unclear we leave
for possible future clarification,

Questions for further discussions:

I.

2

3. What is your counsel to someone who claims a new interpretation of Scripture because of perscnal revelaticn by the

Issues in Mission

There is a great need for a common public witness by
Christians to the core of the Gospel. Our external
disunities obscure the fact of our common faith and
proclamation. The formulation of a confession for our
time should be a step toward a common ecumenical
witness of faith also to these outside the church.
Ways must be found to implement this goal.

In a situation of mission the faithful cgnfesgicn of
faith must reflect the issues of missicn, The pro-
clamation of faith must be in terms of the strivings,
objections, questions, and needs of the larger soeiety.
Lesser controversics within the church may give place
to greater controversies with the world.

In a situation of mission the faithful confession of
faith must reflect the forms of the general culture,
Inorderto betrue to one’s own cultural life as well
as to communicate one’s spiritual life to others, the
expressions of Faith must be culturally rcotcd. The
cultural confession will be in words, ccncepts, rituals
proverbs, dance, song, gestures, cte. which reflect the
total history and life of the pcople.

In formulating a confession of faith a small persecuted
minority Christian community affirms # unity with
the universal church. Though attacked cn’all sides,
the church stands firm in its continuity of faith
and struggle with the church of all time and place,
“The gates of hell shall not prevail against it”.
(Mt.16:18)

One person says, “It is certain that everyone who is not baptised is damned.” Another says, “It is certain that there
is salvation in Christ Jesus, and this certainty I will live in and share.” Which person follows the proper” Confessional

attitude toward Scripture? Can you give other examples?

Can you think of ways to express basic Christian doctrines through local proverbs?

Holy Spirit in his or her private devotions?

4. What would you say to someone who argued: “‘All western theology of the past 1000 years is irrelevent to the Indian
Church. We must take the Bible afresh and interpret it directly to our contemporary Indian context™?



' -
w do youdeal with Ps.137:9:as a Chiristian, according to Confessional principles of Biblical interpretation ? Jn. 14:287

vou think a confession of faith today in India should coneentrate on issues of disagrecment among Christians, on
Cosues of disagreement with people of other faiths, or both ?

7 :
Il. SIN AND JUSTIFICATION
Issues in the Church ,H ; Issues in Missior}
. A . . - o iy X v . .
1. Justification is the one-time act of _y‘l hunfan- 1. 'peve fact of universal justification in Christ’s death
’ kind in the death and resur. P and for and resurrection is the fundamental impetus for our
cach individual inhis or her appropriation of God’s evangelistic work. We present people with the gift
| through grace faith. This act of God is a fact whether of grace already prepared by God. We make known
acknowledged, experienced, ornot. In this act God the unknown good news.

accepts us inspite of our sinfulness because of the
redemptive mediation of Jesus Christ. For many in
the Church justification took place through Baptism.
The subsequent process of Christian life is in living
out this gift of Spiritual grace and power in a trans-

2, The quest for self-purification in order to gain unity
with God is laudatory but misguided. God offers
Himself freely and fully through faith in Christ. No
human effort can gain God’s acceptance. God only
asks an open heart to receive His Spirit, and in the

O formed life. power of that Spirit we are purified before Him and
Justification will be expericnce in this pracess of in our daily life.
sanctification under the power of the Spirit. The 3. The understanding of God as a holy and righteous

nature of this experience will differ from person to
person, but the process will be evident m the on-
going life of repentance, renewal, and spiritual growth.

personal Creator is essential fora correct understand-
ing of sin in our Hindu religious context. Sinisnota
binding of person’s “spiritual nature” to his or her

3. God’s attitude of acceptance through justification “material nature”’, nor a breaking of certain social
is unbreakable. However, it is possible for Christians rules or ritual obligations, nor an ignorance of the spi-
to reject the relationship of justification by closing ritual essence of all things, nor a succumbing to the
the’ © heart to the renewing work of the Holy Spirit. inevitable effect of karma. Sir is our fallen state of

4. 'The term “justification’’ has arisen from particular willful rebellion against the will of Ged for  which
Jegal background. In cach language we should find we deserve His eternal wrath. This fallen state 1s
terminology which catches the content of justification evident in our on-going selfishness and pride, also
in terms familiar to people’s ordinary thinking. in spiritual things.

£ Original sin has no theological relationship to the 4 Thus, acceptance even of God’s justifiving love in
act of sex. Original sin is the recegnition of the fact Christ can be an assertion of human sm rather than
of the universally fallen nature of man or woman of divinely inspired faith. To accept Christis to accept
in relation to God. anew life under the Spirit. If Christis primaril view=

{;, ed as a means of gaining temporal or eternal benefits,

such a view is a projection of human sin,not as our
Saviour from the power of sin and our Lord for
newness -af life.

5. God’s s:b"_:ﬁcial offer of Himself in Christ reconciles
God’s love and righteousness as no other religion has.
Christ's atoning death sets aside the contradiction
of a righteous God condening sin or a loving God
condemning the sinner.

6. In our social action we recognise the corporate
and institutional dimensions of sin and the social
dimensions of Christ’s redemptive work in His life,
death, and resurrection. The correcting of oppres-

sive social structure is a participation in the on-going
redemptive work of God in effecting the victory won
by Christ over all principalitics and powers. (Eph.
1:21; Col. 2:15)

tn
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The common expression of human sin in religious life is apparent in the parallel between popular Christianity a1 ‘ethe practical
lar Hinduism. In both popular Hinduism and much of our Christian practise the means and objectives of

piety are often quite self-serving and ritualistic: 2 /5 {
Justification = Performance of rituals B, J,i
+ sin = failure to perform rituals. A, j
s A T ]
condemnation = punishment for failure to perform rituals. i ch
salvation = receiving blessings for performing rituals. ~ )
s sanctiﬁc?tion = keeping God’s favour through performing rituals for o 4
J going blessings and protection.
I wll T ;
s i S T,
i x‘_‘.__r_‘ —
-‘"::x: |
B Questions for further discussions: g

1. Ifanevangelistsays, “Accept Jesus Christ and receive God’s favour. He will protect you from dangers, give you blessings I'.
and grant eternal life”, is he or she giving a proper Gospel call? \
o
|
2. If a person says, ““I believe in Christ as my personal Saviour and 1 regularly receive communion, so I knew my sinful '\

life is forgiven and I need not change it,” do you think that person is in a saving relationship with God? N

3. If a person says, “How do I know I am saved? I had no special experience. I aceept Jesus as my Savicur and (ry !r
to live according to His will, but how do I know He has accepted me?” What would you counsel him or her? .
4. Do you agree that working for a more just social order is based in God’s act of redemption in Christ? '

5. What is the understanding of sin among people of other religions around you? How would you explain our Christian |
understanding to them? |

6. Can you think of any better terminology in your own language for the concept of “justification ?” |

7. Do many people in your congregations still understand original sin as having to do with sex 7 What can we do to corre.(:‘{
this misunderstanding?

8. How does the objective fact of God’s act of universal redemption in Christ motivate and guide our evangelism ?
9. How would you explain the Christian understanding of self-purification to a Hindu friend ?

10. Do you think the parallel between popular Hinduism and popular Christianity in relaticn te “justificaticr. ar d sin™
is prevalent in your congregations ? Whatis the reason for this misunderstanding f What should we be doing about it?

IV. CHURCH B

J

) “n. =
£
Issues in the Church Issues in Mission
t. A church alive with fellowship and mission is the
strongest arm of God in His redemptive purposes.
Such a Christian fellowship is a living sign of the
Kingdom, a leaven in the lump and a beckoning light
to the nations. On the other hand, a fellowship lacking
in love and zeal is the greatest scandal to the claims
and call of the Gospel.

1. The church is fundamentally a product of the work of
the Holy Spirit inspiring faith and commitment to the
Gospel. Church membership is an act of God through
baptism and faith, not merely institutional allegiance
to a church body. Membership in a church bedy by
subscription or birth is not of itself memberchip in
the church by faith and life.

2.+ Greater organizational unity among the various
churchbodies is another compulsion for the sake of
our mission responsibility. Our essential unity of
faith as well as our practical cooperation in Bﬁ&;sion
can  best be clearly demonstrated and practically
realised through organisational unity where this is
practical and possible.

5]

The Church is thespiritual mother of us all, feeding ug
with the Gospel giving us birth in Baptism and nur-
turing our faith through Word and Sacrament. The
life and work of the church should be looked ypon
primarily in terms of spiritual benefit, not for purposes
of material security or social status,



The local congregation is the church, Church bodies
are not the church except in a secondary sense. All
importance and recognition should be given to the
vitality of each local congregation. If the life in lccal
congregations is neglected by chuichleadersinfavour
of larger institutional interests, such leadership is
destructive of the essence of the church.

The basic posture of the church isto be that of its
head, the servant Christ. All leaders of the church and
ministries of the church are tS’pltrit ;}aract(rised by
this attitude and aiMcertain gifts Use of power,
authority, or money in thetesaeeir either for personal
or institutional gain violates the essence of the church.

The church is brought into being and characterised
by the Word and Sacraments. However, the essential
marks of the living church reflect its loving fellowship
and active mission. The ritualistic administration of
Word and Sacrament without fellowship and mission
is as “‘a noisy gong or a clanging cymbol” (I Cor. 13:1)

The function of the church discipline is to turn people
with open hearts to the renewing power of the Holy
Spirit. The power for renewal can only be the Holy
Spirit through the means of grace, not threats or
punishments. On the other hand, threats and punish-
ments may finally be necessary toshock the unrepen-
tant person as to the seriousness of his or her
rebellious situation before God (Mt. 18:15-20).

The essential unity of all believers in Christ as a gift
of the indwelling Spirit must be manifested to the
maximum degree possible in the institutional life
of the church. Doctrinal disagreements, organisational
differences, institutional conflicts, historical ties, caste
affiliations, leadership questions, ete. must never blunt
our drive for full and complete expression of fellow-
ship. Simply to accept church disunity is to accept
a state of sin.

Unity of faith is the objective of inter-church theologi-
cal discussion. Theological traditions, terminologies,
emphases, etc. may differ and still reflect essential
unity of faith. Only those differences (theological,
liturgical, or organisational) that compromise the
Gospel are to be objected to in unity discussions.

Where formal doctrinal unity has been reached in
union negotiations (as in the case of the proposed
Church of Christin South India) we must determine-
dlyand frankly identify what prevents us from fur-
ther steps toward expression of unity. The primary
practical question must be whether organisational
unity will promote or hinder mission work,

uestions for further discussions:

of 1.

The church in a mission situation must seek to em-
brace as much of the general culture as possible into
its faith and practice. All  in social cus-
toms, that promoete social welfare and harmony,
sociological  groupings, thought-forms, worship
forms, media of communication, etc. must be wel-
comed as gocd gifts of God. However any cultural
forms which contradict the essence of the Gospel
must be rejected. The form  of faith and life in the
Church should witness to the attitude of God, both
positively and negatively, on the culture,

The church must relate itself dynamically to the
other fellowships of believers in God belonging te
other religious traditions. In an age of growing ser
larism and materialism some forum for common e.
pression of agreement on the primacy of the spiritual
calling and for common action against demonic forees
should be sought. Where God is at work in fellowships
outside the Christian fold, we should be prepared to
work with Him toward His purposes.

The church must relate itself dynamically also to
the other believers in Christ outside the Christian
fellowship. Because of caste, family, alienation from
cultural forms or financial reasons a growing number
of Hindus and Muslims refuse to take baptism,
though they accept Christ as their personal Lord and
Saviour. On the one hand, we must recognize how our
“communalisation of the Gospel” has provoked this
hesitation over baptism, On the otherhand, we dare
not compremise the radical call of Christ to full and
trusting commitment (even if we ourselves do not
live up to it). Ways of ministering to and fellow-
shiping with these individuals and groups must be
found so that we can grow together as a fellowship
of faith rooted in Indian soil.

C ol

How necessary do you think organisational unity is for the church’s growth in fellowship and strength in witness?

7



3. Can you think of congregations which have the form of the church without the living marks thereof?

= - i, =

U

n

. Do you think we should press for organisational union with other Christian churchbodies "What would be the practieal!
advantages and disadvantages for Christian life and mission in society ?

¥ Ay
. Whatis the proper way for Christians to relate to and work with Hindus and Muslims for common good causes? % K
5. Do yousee evidence that many people in our congregations lock for “secular’ benefits and social gains by their church * = .}"
participation? What should we do about this situation? S B

—

. Does the form of your ghurch’slife reflect the local cultizfe in the maximum possible way ! What are the dangers, obstacles
P ¥ £

and benefits in being tore related to cultural forms!

Can you think of instances where alocal congregation’s"ﬂ% has scandalised the & : " wamalocal Hindus and Muslims?

‘What was the basic cause for this situation?

_,)/"

S -
P

“Tow should our Christian fellowships relate themselves to non-baptized believers in Christ?

Take a specific case of church discipline and apply Mt. 18: 15—20.

Is the life and mission of the local congregation the prime focus of attention in all plans and workings of your

church body? If Not, why Not?

V. MINISTRY

Issues. in the Church

The congregational ministry is the function of admini-
stering the Word and the Sacraments properly and re~
gularly to the assembly of believers for their growth in
faith and life. Some understand this functionto be in-
stituted in a divinely established office of the ministry
inthe church. Others understand this function to be
the right and responsibility of the assembly of be-
lievers to organise as best meets their needs. In
either cases the functional calling of the priesthood
of all believers must never be compromised. All God’s
people are responsible to administer His Word (and,
when necessary, His sacraments) wherever and
whenever it is needed.

In some parishes congregations do not sce their
pastor for months at a time. Basic teach” "”V'_"_'.'ng,
and sacramental functicis of the r f7are not
carried out regularly because the pastor has too
many congregations and other responsibilitics. In
such on-going “emergency situations” new forms
of ministerial structure (such as licensed elders) might
be developed so that the local congregations arc not
forbidden their right to growth in the Spirit through
regular use of the means of grace.

The theologically trained pastor is the primary
teacher in the church: All other possible responsi-
bilities of a priestly or administrative nature must
be kept secondary in importance and time.

The pastor’s sole source of authority in the congre-
gation should be the Word of God which that pastor
fearlessly expounds and proclaims. The Pastor
motivates through teaching of the Word, not
through social or organisational coercion,

Issues in Mission

The ministry of the church'is inseparable from uts
mission in the werld, The purpose of the ministry is
to equip God’s saints for their work of ministry
(Eph. 4:12). Every administration of Word and
Sacrament is to be carried out for the sake of mission.
A Ministry which does not lead to mission is a tree
which does not bear fruit. (cf. Mt. »: 15-20; Ja. 15:
1:8).

The pattern for the chureh’s ministry must be that of
Christ’s ministry. Jesus moved among people of all
levels of society. He met social, and spiritual needs.
He expected persecution for rightecusness, sake.
He was led by the Spirit, devoted to the Father's
will and trusting fully in His care.

The priesthood of all believers is the primary missicn:
arm of the church’s ministry. God’s people at work
in all parts of society are His agents of redemptive
love, His spokesmen of Law and Gogpel, His “‘sacra-
ments’” of Spiritual power. The purpose of the past-
oral ministry in the church is the lay ministry outside
the church.

The ministry of the church has a prophetic calling
in society. We are to speak God’s word of judgement
and hope in all social affairs, both within the church
and outside. As the prophets of politically insigni-
ficant Israel spoke God’s word to the nations, se are
we to declare His will, boldly and clearly though we
are a small political minerity, God’s Word has its
own power and authority.

)
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_The pastor is
i Coﬂgr(.gahon

.The pastor is.a member of, the local congregation,
leading in their responsibility of - ministry.
called by God to their
and accountablc first and [oremost
to God " for them. The pastm “does not pnmarll\
serve, the mtcrcsts of the central 'office. nor is. the
pastor an, outside agent uf thc ch,urchbody sent
to the congregation. :

The ministry of the church is a coordination of the
total gifts of the Spirit in the cormregatmn The
pastor has certain gifts gpd =, %thers in the
congregation also have g _iining. Each gift
is to be recognised, cultivated and channeled into
the work of the church’s ministry. Organisational
structures or personal prestige which frustrate the
total expression of the Spirit’s gifts not only limit
the possible ministry of the church but provoke
internal tension and strife.

Questions for further discussion: ; -~ ~». o - 1o

S ow

hich

d be

iritual

How can we make mission life outside the church the purpose of ministry inside the church?
What is the proper cooperation between the laity and the clergy in their joint responsibility for ministry ?
3. -Doour pastors and our laity view the pastor as an agent of the church central office? What are the theological and prac-

tical problems with this attitude?

What other functions do our people expect of their pastor besndq.s that of a teacher of the Word ? Do you agree
that the pastor should put everything else secondary to his /her teaching function in the congregation
How should the Christian community exercise its prophetic voice in society?

What are some implications of the pattern of our Lord’s ministry for our ministry today?

Do you agree that the pattern of our rmmstenal organisation must be altered so that all people have regular access to

the Word and sacraments? If so, wha y

congregation ?

g stwna«do you have?
How should the parish paster practzcally exercise the function as

“coordinator of the gifts of the Spirit” in the

LW amism

_ Issues in the Church
Baptism is the gift of God through which He makes
s His children ‘in the new covenant of forgiveness
of sins. It is the objective act of ‘God in Baptism
which induces us to. offer it also to infants. How-
ever, infant baptism, is only .properly administered
when it is followed by effective nurture in the faith
at home and in the congregation. Serious confirmation
instruction and commitment must be an integral
part of responsible infant baptism. |

The assurance of our position as justifiéd children of
God is the great benefit which we receive in God's

gift of baptism. This assurance must become a
central part of our people’s thinking. Baptism is the
act of justification from which will flow new spiritual
life. Baptism which is viewed primarily as a com-

T 2 ,ues in Mission
% Wil 1

God's 8%t of accepting us completely at His own
initiative in Baptism stands in sharp contrast with
the Hindu tradition of lifelong spiritual quest for
experience of unity with God. Baptism places the
spiritual quest in the realm of sanctification, and tha'
under the power and guidance of God’s previously
indwelling Spirit.

The communalised misunderstanding and mispractise
of baptism among Christians has created the im-
pression of baptism as a kind of Christian “upa-
nayana” rite of initiation into a caste community.
Baptism has come to mean a rejection of the new
convert’s family fellowship and culture, aud thus,
baptism has become an unnecessary stumbling-



munal rite of social identification 1s a “‘circumcision
which has become uncircumeision.” (Rom. 2:25)

Because of our people’s misunderstandings and
ignorance about baptism, many confusing practises
have developed. Taking of rebaptism, secking of signs,
judging those who do not speak in tongues,
ete. all reflect a lack of assurance which baptism
should give. -

Through baptism brings one into the spirit’
fellowship of the church. In many of our con..
munities baptismalso has a sociological dimension of
entering a social fellowship. The effect often is that
the church is viewed for social purposes primarily and
the Christian community viewed by others as a sepa-
rate sociological entity. When baptism has become
entrance into a self-serving sociological community,
it is once again like the circumcision which the
Old Testament prophets condemned.

Questions for further discussions:

: i

block for many people of different castc fron
most christians. ;

The place of baptism in relation tofaith, life in Chyist.
and the church must be worked out theologically i
terms of the question of non-baptized believers ir
Christ. Faith alone saves and brings one to life ii!
Christ, but baptism brings one into the Church.

What are some of the superstitions and misunderstandings our people have concerning Baptism ? What should be done

to correct them?

Is Baptism-Confirmation being responsibly carried out in your congregations? If not, why not?

How does the theology of Baptism witness against any religion of work-righteousness?

Do you agree that Baptism has become a “communalised rite”’? If so, how should this be corrected ! How does this
misunderstanding about Baptism among our own Christians cause the misunderstanding and hesitaticn about

Baptism among other believers in Christ?

What is the assurance and power which our people should find in their Baptism?

VIl. LORD'S SUPPER

Issues in the Church

The Lord’s Supper is the s, - rament of sanctification.
Through this gift o grace God draws us close to
Himself and . “Tacn other in t]ii&eiﬂ‘lv ~ ae doly
Spirit. Itis not a magical “prasadhan. <h automa-
tically forgives sins. It is a gift of grace to which we
must open our heart and respond in our lives for its
renewing intention to be fulfilled.

This is a sacrament of unity. It unifies us with God
and with each other. It is a celebration of the unity
whichGaod has given us in the common gift of faith
and spiritual life. Therefore, this gift should be used
pastorally to create and reaffirm fractured unity,not
to punish or demonstrate disunity. Thus, reuniting
at the altar should evoke Christian consciences to
rethink and repent concerning local disharmonies
group conflicts, caste feelings and denominational
disunities. This sacrament should be used only for
the positive intention of creating and celebrating
unity, not for the negative intention of enforcing
and confirm disunity.

I0

Issues in Mission

The spiritual character and power of the material
clements in the Lord’s Supper are an on-going re-
futation of the usual distinction betweem material
impurity and spiritual purity. From the creation
through the Incarnation to the new heaven and
earth it is only through the material that God accom-
plishes His spiritual purposes.

It is possible that Christian groups will organise
along sociological lines, especially in mission situa-
tions. However, it must be ensured that no superiority
inferiority distinction is implied. Complete openness
and equality at the Lord’s Table must be mairtained
as a sign and expression of the fundamental unity of
all people before God.

A
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This sacrament is a moment of re-acceptance by our
Lord for us as we are. This holy meal is meant for
sinners, clothed in the righteousness of their Lord.
No one with a repentant heart need feel unworthy
to accept the Lord’s invitation to His table. Similarly,
there is no bodily function which renders an indivi-
dual ‘“‘unclean’ to come to the altar. Vi

confe
purpo

Questions for further discussion: i«

1. What are some superstitions and r° snderstandings which ipty People have about the Lord’s Supper? What should be
done to correct them? s

2. Certain Christians and ., ..aus argue that the “material world” is inferior ard ¢ven oppesed to the “spiritual
world”, What is your reply to them on the basis of our theology of the Lord's Supper?

3. What is the proper role of the Lord’s Supper in the quest of the church for greater unity ?

a2
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VIll. LAW AND GOSPEL

Issues in the Church Issues in Mission. .

1. 'The pastoral distinction between Law and Gospel is 1. Lvangelism is begun on the basis of cur common
one of the major theological contributions of the humanity and common problem of sin. The Law
Lutheran tradition. “Law” refers to the demand or and Gospel proclamation are needed both by
will of God. “Gospel” refers to the new power of the proclaimer and the listeners, There is no place
the Holy Spirit, the new life in Christ, “eternal forfeelings of superiority or for threats of punishment.

life” in John's gospel, the Kingdom of God, the
“new Creation.” Terms should be sought in the
regional languages which catch these contents so
that the distinction can be readily understood and
better applied.

2. Clearly there is much mixing of Law and Gospel in

3

The only proper motivation and method fer evange-

our parish life. Pastors use organisational authority listic work is love. Evangelism is not an undesired
to induce cooperation in church programmcs, which obligation for the Christian but a spontaneous
should only be induced by the transforming power of response of sharing the joy of what He has received
the Holy Spirit through the Gospel. Excommuni- in Christ. Out of deep love and respect for another
cation is used to punish uncooperative individuals, person we want to share the Gospel with him.

i rather than only to win unrepentant sinners in love
for the Gospel. Church subscriptions are demanded gt
for access to organisational rights, whereas church T 6 Propiss tea

offerings should spring only from our transformed will if Cb —
and willing heart. Certain kinds of lifestyles, dress,

personal habits, etc. are set as criteria for true Christ-

ianity.

3. The “adiaphora’ principle must be clearly understood 3. In social action we recognize that the problem of sin
and applied in parish life. Only those matters which canuaol be solved only by methods of the Law ip social
ar¢ demanded by new life in the Gospel must be reforms. Nonetheless, we work for forms of social order
demanded of the Christian (e.g. good works, love, which will facilitate the free flow of the Gospel
etc.) All other matters are areas of Christian free- and which will better reflect the Kingdom of God.

dom (“adiaphora’) and must not be demanded as
necessary for true Christian life. Thus, Christians
may freely differ in their personal life and their
organisational practices as long as they do not violate
the call of the Gospel. In addition, if anyone demands

IX
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of a Christian that which is his/her legitimate freedom
he/she may refuse rather than confusc the Gospel
by mixing it with the Law.

In preaching and teaching, the Law must be used
only in service of the Gospel. The demands of God’s
will can only be accomplished under the transform-
ing power of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel.
The condemnation of sin is only meant to turn people
to trust in the Promise of forgiveness and to open their
hearts to Christ’s renewing presence. Merely to make
people feel guilty fo ytheir failures or to give advic,

for moral living is to promote a sub-christian religi¢ g

of the Law,

stions for further discussion:

How would you explain the “adiaphora” principle? What examples would you give for its applicaticn to parish ..~

s T
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To organisational church unity? To questions of Christian faith and Indian culture?
Can you think of new terminology for the distinction between Law and Gozpel, which would better reflect the culture

of your language?

What is the proper distinction of Law and Gospel in evangelism? In social acticn tIn church discipline? in preaching?

IX. TWO KINaDOMS

Issues in the Church

The Church is God’s agent for proclaiming the
Gospel. This one right it demands in sociciy, and it
is willing to obey God rather than man or Woman
if that right is denied or frustrated — and to suffer
at the hands of the government as a consequence,
The Church recognizes that government is a divinely
established institution. We cooperate in all God-
pleasing governmental activities. We oppose any go-
vernmental activity or system which violates God’s
mandate to reward the good and punish evil. (cf.
Rom. 13:15;1 pet. 2°14). We also accept the go-
vernmental right to ¢ rulate church institutional
activities, even to the e¥ ¢ s.if interfering when civil
laws are violated by ctac.s ; 7ctise. The government

_can be a corntinaé nand of God ity in other »1

Christians may and must at timedie!l efiipate in
unpleasant tasks of the Law in society. At times evil
must be opposed with coercion and even violence.
At other times Christians, however, must refuse to
do what superiors demand if it is against their con-
science,

The organisation and life of the church arise from
the impulse of the Gospel. Forms of organisation
and life may differ from that in the rest of society.
When patterns of electioneering, partypolitics, caste,
groupism, etc. are brought into church affairs, we
are being conformed to the world rather than being
transformed in the image of Christ. (Rome. 12:1-2)

12
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Issues in Mission

Christian preaching inside the church and outsidc
must include God’s Word to His servants in “the
Kingdom of the Left Hand.” God’s people are e
couraged by His Word to work side by side with othe
for justice and peace in society. All are called - .
honesty, dedication and service in God's purposes.

The government, other religions, and social institution
are God’s agents for controlling evil and constructing
as healthy a society as possible. Wherever, people
respond to God’s leading through nature, history and
conscience, there we rejoice over the height of civil
righteousness which can be attained by individuals
by a religion and by a whole society. We also gladly
and fully participate in every wholesome social move-
ment. In doing so, we participate with God’s on-going
work of the total redemption effected on the cross.

In a democratic society of political parties Christians
are encouraged to participate in the party system.

They work for a just society, involving radical social

change if necessary.

-



Juestions for further discussion
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If someone says, “The church has no businees in politics”, how would you agree with him or her and how would you
disagree with him or her?

What should the church’s reaction be if denied the legal right to freely preach the Gospel in society ?

Can you think of instances where the government has or might rightly interfere in church affairs?

Can you think of instances where Christians might have to use violence in Ged's service in society ?

Have you found the form and operating of our church administration are tco much cenfoimed to secular political life ?
Why is this? What should be done about it?

How does the Word of God learned by God’s people in ¢
clamation in “‘the Kingdom " Left"?

Kingdem of the Right” aid them in their work and pro-

s it a Chrisitian resp._

. replace an oppressive Government?

X. ESCHATOLOGY AND CREATION

Issues in the Church

The church is to be a present sign of God’s eschato-
logical kingdom. In all its affairs the church tries to
reflect the perfect ¢ eation and community which Gad
intended in creation and which He will restore at
the end of time. The expectation is not that this new
condition will take place in some millenial period
but it is to be worked for now.

The church affirms the right of every person to a full

~ and abundant life. As in the early church so today a

prime concern in the Christian fellowship is caring
for the physical needs of all. A sélf-sacrificial sharing
among the people should be boldly and systemati-
cally encouraged. (cf. Acts. 2:44; 4:32-36, 2Cor 8:13)
The church also affirms the role of healing in its
ministry. We minister to the total person in his or her
physical, spiritual, mental, and social dimension and
work for an integrated personal development. Such
integrated healing services should be a regular part
of the church’s ministry.

The church is called to be a new community of
women and men in Christ. Attitudes and practises
of respect and equality are to characterise every aspect
of christian fémi]y and church life.

The church encourages responsible leadership by
Christians in their stewardship of creation. This
stewardship includes responsible parenthood in regard
to the size of families. Irresponsible practises of
abortion and euthanasia are seriously questioned.

Questions for further Discussion

Issues in Mission

The eschatological vision of the “new heaven and new
earth” is what inspires and guides the church in its
work for the good of society and for total national de-
velopment. The material world is good and “spiri-
tual”, and it is human responsibility under Ged to
develop it for the good of all. All creation participates
in the redemption intended by God in Christ.

(cf. Rom. 8: 19-23; Eph. 1: g-10)

Thus Christians participate with others in the culti-
vation of health in all creation. The prosperity and
harmony of all of Nature are sought so that a total
harmonious community of humankind, animals and
plants is developed as God intendcd and will again
cffect. (cf. Gen.1:28; 2:15; Is. 11:6-9)

The Christian ) ' the on-going struggle
ay £OWers of darsics. . working towsr
the ological vision in society. Every hu,
action or movement or social system is permeat.
by sin. Yet, inspired by the vision and confident
God’s partnership in the cause the Christian works
with all others toward a greater realisation of the
“‘shalom” which God intends for humankind.

Do you agree that these issues of eschatology and creation should be added to our contemporary confession, though they

were not part of the original Lutheran Confession?



2. Might it be part of Christian mission to work with the Association for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals?

3. What should be the Christian position in family planning?
4. Have we done much to share financial resources within our local congregaticns? Do you think such an example

Gospel-living would have the same effect toﬁay as it had in Acts 2:477
5. Do you think the “new heaven and new earth” should be left for realisation at Jesus” Second Coming or should we wi

toward that goal now? Why?

6. What should be the role of healing in the church’s ministry and mision? How can we integrate the healing of the tc
person into yvur-regular church work?

7. How should the injjgnded new community in Chrificbeccme realiced in men-wemen relaticns in the church?

8. Can the Christian look forward to a “Utopia’ 7 ideal society on earth? If not, what motivation does he o’

have to work for a better social order? ¥ -

Coatd. from page 2.
iGtation he put three aims:
) to listen friendly to every
opinion, (ii) to put away what is
wrongly interpreted on both sides,
(iii) through him all should accept
the one and true faith. With the
promise a hidden threat was con-
nected. This situation determined
the content and form of the Augs-
burg Confession. Because of the
dangerous conflict which arose
hetween the Protestants and the
Catholics on the Imperial Diet in
Speyer (1529) the Protestants had
"to show now their unity with the
pre-reformation Church and to ex-
plain their changes only as a re-
‘moval of abuses. The Elector,
(One of these who had the right
to elect the Emperor) John of
Saxony, asked the theologians in
Wittenberg to provide for him and
others a confession which they
could present to the Emperor in

Augsburg. The main g "~ br of the
Augsburg Confession 2L Philip
Melanchton. »Martin ' uld
ol colke " S T

~ cause he was under the imperial
oan. The outline of the confession
was sent to him. He wrote back
.that he was pleased with it and

expressed that'he could not write
so carefully as Melanchton did.

Unexpectedly Charles V appear-

ed very adament in Augsburg.
Therefore the protestant leaders
decided to stand together. Five

princely rulers of German states
and the heads of two free German
towns signed the Augsburg Con-
fession. Philip of Hessen, one of
the princes who had signed, tsied
to attain that the Augsburg Confes-
sion should become the Confession

of all protestant leaders. But
Melanchton opposed him. The
main stumbling block was the
Lutheran teaching of the Holy
Communion. So four towns of
South Germany presented the

‘Confessio Tetrapolitana’ to the
Emperor and Zwingli sent his
own rconfession the ‘Fidei ration.’
But Philipp of Hessen was success-
ful in his wish that Melanchton’s
introductory address to the Emperor
should be changed, The new intrc-
duction shows clearly that the
ldeElS undelswned would not give
“““onfession if the Emperor
"1 use pressure.

“The Augsburg Confession is
written in German and Latin;
both documents have to be valued

—

as the original confessi
Augsburg Confession w.
fore the Emperor in Ge
guage on- 25-6-1530 by fhe
cellor of Electorate Saxomy !
Chritian Beyer. 'The T
both the Latin and the Garman
document. »

The special historical situ@on

in which the Augsburg Confession_

was waitten, is the reason for the
omission of some important diffe-
rences such as to supremacy of the
Pope, consecration of the prief s
purgatory and teaching of
Seven Sacraments. While b
not polemic against the R«
Chureh, Melanchton stressed!
much the differences with ‘e
protestants of South Germany and
Switzerland and with the Anabap-
tists. Because of this limitation,
Augsburg Confession alone cannot
be considered to be a sufficient
representation of the teaching of
the Reformation. Nevertheless be-
cause of its content it got high
respect in all protestant churches
of Germany: Lutherans, Reformed
and United Church of Germany,
and later in the Lutheran churches
all over the world.
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Feed spindle

Tape slot

Level lamp

Volume control
Remote switch jack
Microphone jack

B

— AC jack

: .1.———- Earphone or Ext. ‘

o«._ﬂ.__ Capstan sleeve rest

> REC. Safety Button

Hi-Fi Speaker

X jack f/

Loudspeaker jack '
3!/, inch reel

Tape guide
Capstan
Function lever

FEATURES

(1) Battery or AC powered
CROWNCORDER CTR-3050 can be operated on four
flash light batteries (950 or 1050) or on domestic AC
Supply.

(2) Long 1 Hour 20 Minutes Recording and Sound Repro-
duction.

CROWNCORDER is a double track recorder with 3} inch
reel, 1 hour 20 minutes operation with 25 u tape.

(3) Complete Recording & Clear Sound Quality.
CROWNCORDER is equipped with a precision balanced
motor, narrow gap heads, ultra sensitive remote control-
led dynamic microphor nd a hi-fi, hi-flux loud speaker
resulting in a very fa crisp and lively reproduction

SPECIFICATIONS

Type :

Freq. range :
Recording system :
Driving system :
Power output :
Speaker :
Dimensions :

Weight :
Power source :

Standard Accessories :

2 speed (334& 1 in./sec.)
5 transistors AC/Battery
tape rec

100-7500 cfs

Double track

Capstan drive

800 mW

Hi-fi & Hi-flux density

81t x84 x3 inches
(22:0x 218 X 87 cm)

42 |bs. (192 kg.)

4 self contained 450 or 1050 flash
light batteries or 220-230 Volts
AC 50 c.p.s. BT

Dynamic Microphone

Microphone bag

1
1
Of sound. Earphone 1
: : ; L o
=ssstakalZohoicr ting current an< universal 334| '_”C: EAUT“OH Tape :
B + inch Empty ree
o emepen. o en@ples it 10w ay position R;diogram"cgmd :
and anywhere—even in moving autol Mains Chord b
. S Addl. Accessories : Telephone record 1
TIME CHART (with 3- )4 inch (8cm) reel) microphone '
A SPEED 3.3/4ips (9. 5cm/sec.) 1.7/8ips (4 75em/sec.) 2
: i \
"APE LENGT Single Track' | Double Track | Single Track | Double Track Y )
bsifad I _mH = _m stk S u: _m Price with Standard Accessories Rs. 750.00
25u11.0mil) 125m (400feer ) 20min. 40min 40min B0min. Telephone Recording Migrophone Rs. 30.00
3511, 4mil) 93m (300feet) 15min. A0min 30min Bmin. (taxes th'a)
500 (2.0mil) 62m (200feer | 10min. 20min 20min. 40min
v\

Pioneer Electronic Corporation

Under Technical Collaboration With

Crown Radio Corporation, Japan

Mehra O
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1500 VA < Ser

This Set will comprisé

ENGINE

VILLIERS type Mark 25, air cooled petrol engine capable of developing

3.4 B.H.P. when running at 3000 R. P. M. as per BS. 765/196|1 under
N. T. P. conditions. This engine will be complete with all standard
accessories and fittings and will be suitable for starting by hand rope
on pulley.

ALTERNATOR

KIRLOSKAR type CMA screen protected, drip proof Alternator
capable of giving an output of 1500 VA when running at 3000 R. P. M.
and wound for 230 volts single phase 50 cycle system.

CONTROL PANEL

A compact Control Panel mounted on top of the Alternator together
with antivibration mountings will comprise of

| - Miniature circuit breaker or double pole fuse switch with
H. BR.:C, Fuse.

| - Ammeter of suitable range

| - Voltmeter of suitable range

2 - Terminals for power offtake

ARRANGEMENT
The Engine and Alternator are close coupled tr a monoblock
construction and together with th~ cantral pan¢ comm~= kn-=
will form a compact arrangement in apular structur « 01 <cu.,
handling.

NOTE

The output of the above Set indicated as 1500 VA will be under
N.T.P. conditions 12 hour rating.

Please consult us if you require this set for more arduous duties and
also for inductive loading.



TWO - CASE

LIFE TESTED*®

16 mm Sound Projector, Type 415

)

;
RCA's unparalled research facilities
and PHOTOPHONE's years of ex-
perience in Sound and Electronics
brin~ you the RCA PHOTOPHONE
“Lit  ested" 16mm optical sound/
sils *ojector in two carrying cases.

e houses the sturdy projec-

thanism and the new power-

watt amplifier. The second
: ‘cally-designed carrying case
A, a heavy-duty RCA American

51 raker. Specially recommended
fo! rofessional quality sound and

pic reproduction of 16mm films,
the A PHOTOPHONE is ideal for
' ,education, publicity, commu-
elopment and entertainment.

RCA PHOTOPHONE 16mm Projec-
tors are used by Government Depart-
ments in their publicity, health, co-
mmunity development, educational,

family planning, small savings and -

defence programmes.

Many school teachers become
experts in teaching the audio-visual
way. It is so much easier with an
RCA PHOTOPHONE—even astudent
can set up the projector in minutes.
School principals and teachers
specify the RCA PHOTOPHONE
because it is the simplest projector
to use and the lightest in weight.

For training workers in the factories,
for field publicity, for entertaining
labour in the mills—and friends at
home—RCA PHOTOPHONE 16mm
Sound Projector is most popular
with business executives and is
widely used by major commercial
and industrial organisations.

* Rigid endurance standards have been set for
RCA PHOTOPHONE "Life-Tested"” Projectors.
Individual components as well as finished
projectors are subjected to continuous testing
to evaluate the durability and efficiency of all
operating parts. "life-Tested" means better
and more reliable performance from RCA
PHOTOPHONE Projectors.
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SPECIFICA™ONS . .~
PROJ 1 3501 Mg
Pro,. “: P up e
mediis, “used (7%

AC P+  _+il firement (w.

950 ¥ (105-125 volts, 50 ¢

60 cy _ projectors also 7 .
Projection Lens 51mm; (' ten

Film Capacity: 610 metres., %A

(500 metres (1600°) spool st uwad). - _ .
Yperating Speed: 24 frames (sound), 18
_ames (silent) per second.

ar: Induction type
aight: 19 Kg. (41 1b.)
1 Weight: 22 Kg. (48 Ib.)
ons: 42 cm (154") long, 41 cm (15")
.5 cm (107) wide.

WPLIFIER (Built into Projector)
lic-Input Gain: 112.5 db. Mic-Phono.
input: High impedance.
Power Output: 15 watts at less than 5%,
distortion.
Tubes: 1-7025, 1 ECC 83/12A X 7
3 EL84/6BQ5
Neon Lamp:1 NE 2,
Photocell,. 1- 921
Silicon Rectifier: 2 IN 3194,

SPEAKER IMI 35014

Voice Coil Impedance: 16 chms.

Field: Ceramic Permanent Magnet

Cone Diameter: 250 mm (10%)

Cable: 15m (50 ft.) Two Cond. Cable with
Phone Plugs.

Net weight: 8.25 Kg. (19 Ib.)

Shipping weight: 11.5 Kg. (26 1b.)
Dimensions: 50 cm (19-5/8") long, 42 cm
(15-5(/8") high, 23 cm (91") wide.

| g PN

PHOTOPHONE STEP DOWN TRANSFORMER
Ml 15008
An ultra light step down Trai

1er in
its capacity range which co o
relevant BSS and 1Sl specificat
Primary “altans: 125__900—21 1
'
atch—1. OFF plus 5 positions
idary voltage: 115V 50 cycle.
acity: 1500 V. A.
wndary voltage regulation —better than
2.5%. No load to full load.
Meter—0-150v (moving iron)
Weight—12 Kg. (26 |b.)
Shipping Weight—14 Kg. (30 Ib.)
Dimensions—17 cm x 18 cm x 23 cm
(7 x{‘T x97) -
1y Y
po P Ly AW
- 2 B 'P
J- TN

\ er Cable: 3 metres (10°) cable with plug.

RCA PHOTOPHONE IBA-103 15 W
BOOSTER AMPLIFIER

Designed for higher Audio Output of the
system in cases where larger audience
coverage is required, 30 Watts of Audio
power can be obtained by using 1 RCA
Pholophone IBA-103 Booster Amplifierand
one extra RCA Photophone IM| 34014
Speaker Cabinet, in conjunction with the
RCA Photophone 16mm projector. Works
off the same step-down Transformer as the
Proiector,

PEARL SCREEN Pearl Screen 132 cm. x
178 cm, (52" x 70") is a portable model
with a collapsible tripod. The exclusive
“Pearl Finish" screen fabric shows bril-
fiant pictures. An exclusive screen ten-
sioning device is built-in for drum-tight
projection surface. -

PROJECTOR STAND Designed according
to the suggestions of professional users of
projectors, the portable stand has adjustable
legs which screw-on easily, The complete
stand is flat to carry when the legs are
strapped for transportation, It is extremely
light in weight yet sturdy in construction.

|

LPL SPLICER This imported.'.r
built instrument assures perfect 2y
with easy operation in the spli 4 -and

cementing of 16mm films. It ke ps the
spliced edge narrow to prevent projection
irregularities, scrapes film emulsin‘f‘. quickly
and easily, gives a smooth finish to the
cemented part. p:

i
]
|

PHOTOPHONE TRAILER Forl

B
publicity programmes, this traile _'1:'
attached to a Jeep or a bullock i X
designed to house Audio-Visualeq,  ent,

including projector, screen, generatc; (ilms,
etc. Sturdy construction ensures dupenda-
bility. When use of Audio-Visual equipment
is not required, it can be detached from the
Jeep, which is then free for other uses.

GENERATOR 1.5 KW 230 volts 50, :ycles
Generating Set comprises of 1§ KW. Alter-

nator coupled with Petrol Engine devt ioping

4 HP. Switch Box comprises of Vg -meter,
Voltage Regulator, etc. Weight® 0 Kg.
approximately, A"
é:’-' i
4 i

PHOTOPHONE EQUIPMENTS LIMITED
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RECOMnENDER-T1EUS ..\ COMPLEY, .. Y PROQJCTION-UNIT

tfollowing gual
! pperation an
3 eb.ﬂ.aceg ble sha
e consumable ;ﬁﬁ

cities and items are recommended by us for comfor
tr avoid z2ny possible breakdown for immediate v
it It ie also recommenced that the stock of
ares may be replenished as and when they are usec
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Unit rate Total
L s G et Siart it M 03 (e e s, Be, Peu....
L/%EJC. RCA 16mm nrojector with amplifier & 4, a50°00 |} 95000

stegler suyitanle for 1415 woelts ALC.

3,97500 397560

~h1 \we. RCA variable svopdown transformer

R e
and tap chang ?; switch $ 37500 37500
fc. Portable projector sfand 2 200,00 20065
2. Pearlite plagtic screen. 70%xbH2"
i with tripcd for indoor projection 2 350,00 350,00
-j Cloth screen, cellular, mercerised |
with eyeletz for outdoor drojection :-
1 pe. 12 feet x 9 Feet . : 125,00 . 125400
i1 e, 10 feet x 8 feet : 95,00 500
¢ 1 %c. 8 feet X € fest H 75 ?5;00
i Pee . o Pect x4t feet Loy : Bl g
1 ﬁcg tomn rewinder 3 65.00 65.00
4 %s.16mm reels and cang, 1600 f£t. : 40.00 160.00
2 %s.?6mm.reel: and cang, 1200 ft. s 35.00 70.00
2 | bs.i6mm reels and cans, &00 ft. : 30.00 60.00
Es.16mm resls and cans, 400 ft. 3 12.50 05«00
g. 16mm gplicer : 175,00 T75.00
£. 16mm 16mm tool kit z 24.00 24.00
jg.Exciter lamp 4 volds .75 amps DCPF 12.00 ~ 36.00
i Projection lamp %
}s, 7000 w=tt, 175 volts,P.F.Japanese make: 6 £0 340,60
EE. 750 watt.115 volis,P.F.Japanese maks: 48.00 238.00

¥ Bomtas, o L2
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¥
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£
% e
&t; ________ TS TiaiE  Eei.a
| Rs. s
1 bot. 16mm projeéfor éll & o sbothle 4.6@
"1 bot. 16mm film cement 8 oz.bottle 10.00
o OR
1 bot. 16mm f£ilm cement 16 oz.bottle 16.00
2 pes. Lower sbring belts 219770-L 8.00
o pes. Upper spring belts 219769-L 7.00

1 copy service manual for RCA 16mmprojector 15.00

RCA MAGNETIC TAPES :

B
=

600 feet in 5" reels 40.00 each
1200 feet in 7" reels 60.00 "
1800 feet in 7" reels - 80.00 "

OTHER ITEMS TCE AUDIO-VISUAL EDUCATION :

KLEERTONE 15MN'FILN STRIP/SLIDE PROJECTOR,
TYPE KLSE-300 WITH 300 WATT LAMP AND COOL-

ING AFPANGuWﬂNT : bio o 445,00 each.

YALES TAX @ ‘| AND PACKING, FORWARDING, FREIGHT & INSURANCE QH@EQ;]

A

L
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