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HOLZSCHNITTE

u.a. 12 Farbholzschnitte zum
Lukasevangelium

und
BATIK - MOTIVE
in Kalenderblatt-Reproduktion

P. Solomon Raj (1992)

BIOGRAPHIE:

Dr. P. Solomon Raj wurde 1921 in Siidindi-
en geboren. Er studierte von 1945 bis 1966
in Indien und den USA Theologie, Pddagogik
und Kunst. 1968 war er Direktor beim
Christlichen Rundfunk in Siidindien, dem
"Radio Voice of the Gospel", und zeitweise
auch in Addis Abeba/Athiopien als Studio-
Direktor tdtig. Von 1978 an arbeitete er
als Dozent fiir "Commmnication Studies" an
den Selly Oak Colleges in Birmingham/Eng-
land. Danach war er Gastdozent in den USA
und auf den Philippinen. Langjdhrig ist er
aktives Mitglied der "Indian Christian Art
Association", wo er Skumenisch arbeitet in
Freundschaft mit Jyoti Sahi, dem katho-
lisch-indischen Theologen und Kiinstler.

Dr. P. Solomon Raj fertigt Batiken und
Holzschnitte, schreibt Gedichte und Thea-
terstiicke und hat seit 1987 gemeinsam mit
Prof. Dr. W. Hollenweger iiber das Thema
"Inkulturation" gearbeitet.

_——— e ———

Die Bilder Solomon Rajs springen nicht un-
mittelbar ins Auge. Sie wollen entdeckt
werden, verlangen eine tiefere Betrachtung.
Die Motive laden ein zur Auseinanderset-
zung mit der indischen Kultur und Traditi-
on. Leise Tone beherrschen die Werke von
Solomon Raj. Sie schreien ihre Botschaft
nicht hinaus, man mu sich schon in sie
hineinversenken; denn fiir den Inder Raj
ist sein kiinstlerisches Schaffen "Sandhana",
eine geistliche Ubung, eine Nachfolge Got-
tes. Er mochte tiefere Fragen und Emotio-
nen wecken, zum Nachdenken anregen. "In
meinem Land sind die Christen eine Minder-
heit, darum wollen wir unseren Mitmenschen
das Evangelium durch die Kunst nahebringen,
die Auge und Ohr anspricht", erldutert
Solomon Raj die verschiedenen kiinstleri-

schen Wege,. in denen er seinen Glauben
bisher ausdriickte.

Motive, Symbole und Farben werden von
Christen und Hindu gleichermaBen verstan-
den. Leitmotive seiner Werke sind Feuer
und Wasser als Zeichen fiir Licht und War-
me, Leben und Reinheit.

Solomon Raj hat sich diese Symbolik nicht
erst miihsam aneignen miissen. Als Sohn ei-
nes Dorfschullehrers wuchs er in einem
Teil Indiens auf, der fiir seine Kunst-Tra-
ditionen bekannt ist. Andhra Pradesh hat
ein jahrhundertealtes Erbe an iiberliefer-
ter Literatur, Liedkunst, Malerei, Tanz
und Theater. Als kleiner Junge schon half
Solomon Raj einem Kulissenmaler des Nach-
bardorfes beim Farbenmischen. Seitdem war
er von allem Kiinstlerischen fasziniert.

Als der 2ljdhrige seine Studien begann,
hatte den indischen Subkontinent eine Wel-
le der Riickbesinnung auf indische Urspriin-
ge erfaBt, was sich in vielen kiinstleri-
schen Bereichen niederschlug. Auch fiir die
christliche Kunst Indiens waren damit neue

Wege gewiesen.

Sechs Jahre lang arbeitete Solomon Raj als
Lehrer, dann begann er ein Theologiestu-
dium, wurde Studentenpfarrer und spidter
Leiter der Medienarbeit der Lutherischen
Kirche in Siidindien. Durch seine Holz-
schnitte, Plastiken und Batiken hat er An-
erkennung gewonnen. Ausstellungen in Eng-
land, Schweden, Deutschland, den USA, Ka-
nada und auf den Philippinen haben dazu
beigetragen, die prophetische Botschaft
seiner Kunst auch auBerhalb Indiens be-
karnt zu machen.




Arbeiten von Solomon Raj, die Sie
erwerben konnen:

A - SERIE VON 12 FARBHOLZSCHNITTEN
"Befreiung von ..." (Preis auf An-
frage, begrenzte Auflage)

- dazu 12 Dias zur Serie mit Begleit-
Text (30,- DM)

- ebenfalls dazu Heft "Weltweit", be-
bildert mit Meditationen (3,- DM)

B = ORIGINALHOLZSCHNITTE SCHWARZ-WEISS
(Preise auf Anfrage)

- dazu "Palm Leaf Prayers - Auf Palm-
blatt geschrieben". Holz- und Linol-
schnitte mit Meditationstexten
(broschiert 10,- DM)

C = KALENDERBLATTER MIT BATIKREPRODUK-
TTIONEN
(pro Blatt 5,- DM)

- dazu - soweit vorhanden - Original-
batiken (Preise auf Anfrage)

D POSTKARTEN "Jesus und sein Jiinger"
(]-l_ m)

Alle genannten Originalholzschnitte oder
-batiken bzw. Publikationen ktnnen be-
zogen werden {iber:

Pfr. Dr. Jorg Miiller
Kemnader Str. 129
4630 Bochum 1

Tel.: (0234) 79 98 72

EINLADUNG ZUR AUSSTELLUNG
02.02, - 29.03.1993

RSOLOMON RAJ

Die Ausstellung kann - auch in modifizier-
ter Form - nach Absprache andernorts ge-
zeigt werden.

Veranstalter:

Gemeindedienst filir Weltmission
der Evangelischen Kirche von Westfalen
und der Vereinigten Evangelischen Mission

Kontaktadresse:

Pfr. Dr. Jorg Miller
Kemnader Str. 129
4630 Bochum

Tel.: (0234) 79 98 72

Foyer der Superintendentur
Haus der Kirche
Querenburger Str. 47
Bochum




Drei biblische Texte im Zusammenhang einer Predigt zum
Thema Asyl

4, Jeremia 29, 1ff

Antwort auf den Brief, den der Prophet Jeremia aus Jeru-
salem an den Rest der Altesten der Verbannten sandte und
an die Priester und alles Volk, das Nebukadnezar nach
Babel in die Verbannung gefiihrt hatte:

Lieber J.,

‘der Rest der Altesten der Verbannten dankt Dir fiir den Wort-
laut Deines Briefes, den uns Eleasa und Gemarja aus der al-
ten Heimat in das Land unseres Exils iiberbracht haben.

Gegen unseren Willen haben wir das Land unserer Viter und
Miitter verlassen miissen und leben nun als Heimatlose in der
Fremde. Fir alle, die diesen Weg nicht mitgehen muBten, ist
FREMDE vielleicht immer noch gleichbedeutend mit einem Land,
wo Milch und Honig flieBen. Dem ist nicht so. So sehr wir
es darum achten und schdtzen, daf Du uns trosten und stér-
ken willst mit einem Wort des HERRN DER HEERSCHAREN, geben
wir doch zu bedenken, wie sehr sich die Zeiten gedndert ha-
ben. Was einmal gegolten haben mag fiir das Exil in Babel,
gilt nicht fiir Neu-Babel, das Land, in dem wir Heutigen le-
ben, Germania. Was Ihr in der fernen jugo-slawischen, kur-
destanischen oder afrikanischen Heimat fiir eine Vorstellung
vom Regime des Nebukadnezar hattet oder habt, ist nicht zu
vereinen mit unserem Leben als hierher Verbannte.

Du schreibst: BAUT HAUSER UND WOHNET DARIN! - Wir sagen Dir:
Uns gehdrt kein einziger Quadratmeter Land, auf dem wir
bauen konnten, falls man es uns erlauben wiirde und wir das
Geld dazu hdtten. Unser Leben ist auf Abbruch, und proviso-
risch sind die 'Hiuser', in denen man uns wohnen ldBt: Zelte,
die nicht an die Zelte unserer afrikanischen Heimat erinnern;
eine Container-Siedlung, aber das Wort Siedlung heifit nicht,
daB wir hier gesiedelt hdtten; Turnhallen, Kasernen, ab-
bruchreife Hotels oder sogenannte 'Ulbergangsheime', die alles
andere als anheimelnd sind ... Das sind die Hduser, in denen
man uns wohnen 1aBt. BAUT HAUSER!, wie Du uns ratst, das
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geht schon deswegen nicht, weil Hduserbauen Arbeit bedeutet.
Aber uns Fliichtlingen ist das Arbeiten nicht erlaubt.

Du schreibst: PFLANZET GARTEN UND ESSET IHRE FRUCHTE! -

Wir sagen Dir: Selbst wenn wir ein Stiick Land zu eigen hdtten
und arbeiten diirften, so haben wir doch nicht die Zeit, die
es von der Aussaat bis zur Ernte braucht. So essen wir sduber-
lich in Folie verpackte Nahrung, von der wir nicht wissen, ob
sie rein oder unrein ist. Und in den Schaufenstern sehen wir
die Friichte unserer Heimat, aber diese Friichte fiir unsere
Kinder zu kaufen haben wir kein Geld. So sind die umzdunten
und ummauerten Girten der Vergangenheit, die unsere Vorvater
pflanzten und von deren Friichten wir einstmals gegessen haben,
zu einem fernen Traum geworden fiir uns, die wir umzdunt und
ummauert leben miissen.

Du schreibst: NEHMT EUCH FRAUEN UND ZEUGET, SOHNE UND TOCHTER! -
Wir sagen Dir: Das wirft man uns vor, wir wAren gekommen, um
ihnen ihre Frauen zu nehmen. Wir aber waren froh, wenn man

uns unsere eigenen Frauen heiraten liefie, doch haben viele von
uns nicht die Papiere, die ihre Schreiber dazu verlangen. Und
davor haben sie Angst, daB wir als fremde Vdter StGhne und TSch-
ter zeugen konnten, die anders sind als ihre eigenen Kinder.
Darum, wenn Du schreibst: VERHEIRATET EURE KINDER; DASS IHR
EUCH DORT MEHRET UND NICHT WENIGER WERDET!, sind wir froh, dag
Du uns Deinen Brief nicht auf Deutsch geschrieben hast; denn
wenn andere als wir Deinen Brief zu lesen bekd@men und verstehen
kénnten, wiirden viele ihre schlimmsten Beflirchtungen bestdtigt
sehen. Sie wollen, daB wir nicht mehr, sondern weniger werden,
und daB wir auf keinen Fall auf Dauer bei ihnen bleiben. Sie
lassen es zu, daB in unsere Zelte und Baracken Brdnde gewor-
fen werden. So haben wir von Hiinxe bis Rostock unser kdrgliches
Hab und Gut eingebiiBt. Unsere Kinder werden an Leib, Geist

und Herzen beschadet. Wir werden ums Leben gebracht, das keins
mehr ist.

Lieber J., wir schreiben Dir das alles mit Trauer im Herzen.
Eleasa und Gemarja, die bei uns bleiben, weil es fiir sie kei-
ne Riickkehr mehr gibt, sind verwundert und erschrocken. Im
Land unserer Verbannung gibt es kein Leben in Freiheit und
Wirde. Hier ist kein Raum fiir uns, um Hduser zu bauen. Hier ist
keine Zeit, um nach der Saat die Ernte zu erwarten. Hier haben
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wir nicht das Recht, Familien zu griinden und unser eigenes
Leben zu fiihren.

Wenn Du fragst, warum das so ist, so antworten wir, daf wir
es nicht wissen. Manche sagen, es wdre eine Krankheit mit
Namen Xenophobia, das heiBt Fremdenfurcht und ist doppelge-
sichtig; denn so wie die Hiesigen uns Fremde fiirchten, haben
wir als die Fremden Furcht vor ihnen. - Andere meinen, dai
viele der Einheimischen in Wirklichkeit selber Zugewanderte
sind. Wer es aber bis auf die unteren Sprossen der Leiter ge-
bracht hat, hat Angst vor denen, die sich mit den Hdnden an
die allerunterste Sprosse klammern. - Wieder andere denken,
daB ihr Gott Mammon weder Liebe will noch Teilen duldet.

Das heift aber nicht, daB die Menschen, deren Land fiir uns
zum Land der Zuflucht und des Exils geworden ist, nicht doch
auch fromm und gottesfiirchtig wdren. Uber viele Generationen
haben sie von ihren Predigern gehtrt, was Du uns als ein Wort
des HERRN DER HEERSCHAREN mitteilst. Sie haben diese Predigt
auf sich bezogen, als seien SIE die gemeinten Empfénger die-
ser Botschaft, und nicht wir, die Verbannten. Darum gilt:

SIE bauen Hduser und wohnen darin. SIE pflanzen Garten und
essen ihre Frucht. SIE nehmen sich Frauen und zeugen Kinder.
Aber sie tun es in merkwiirdiger Abwandlung Deiner Worte, Jere-
mias; denn so wie der Tee, den sie trinken, und der Reis, den
sie essen, nicht auf ihren Feldern gewachsen ist, so stammen
auch die Frauen, die sie sich nehmen, nicht selten aus fernen,
exotischen Lindern. Sie nehmen sie sich.

Lieber J., wir schreiben Dir all das mit groBer Niichternheit,
damit Du, der Prophet Jeremia von Jerusalem, nicht falsche
Vorstellungen pflegst oder bei denen weckst, flir die in der
angestammten Heimat kein Bleiben mehr ist. Wir wissen, daB die,
die an Leib und Leben bedroht sind, sich von keiner Furcht ab-
raten lassen, und dafl sie eines Tages so unverhofft bei uns
sein werden wie Eleasa und Gemarja. Rate niemandem ab, hier-
her zu kommen, aber wecke auch bei keinem die Illusion, als
gdbe es hier Hauser zu bauen und Girten zu pflanzen.

Wir, der Rest der Altesten, beten fiir Dich und alle, die in
der angestammten Heimat unter den schrecklichen Bedingungen
leben miissen, in die uns alle ein verlorener Krieg gestiirzt
hat. g




Wir, der Rest der Altesten, beten auch fiir das Land, in das
uns der HERR DER HEERSCHAREN verbannt hat. Das Wohl dieses
Landes zu suchen, ist uns verwehrt; denn wir leben hier als
Geduldete.

So leben und hoffen wir auf den Tag unserer Heimkehr.

II) Christine Busta: Beim Lesen des zweiten Paulusbriefes
an die Korinther, 2.Kor.3,2-3

Du hast geschrieben: "Wir sind Sein Brief".
Aber wer kann seine Botschaft noch lesen?
Wir sind zu lang unterwegs gewesen.

Als mit dem Blute die Zeichen verblichen,
haben wir selber gedeutelt, gestrichen,
borgten zuletzt uns noch fremde Hand,

bis keiner den rechten Sinn mehr verstand.

Nun steht das Wort verstiimmelt und schief:
unser Fleisxth war ein briichiges Siegel,
unser Geist nur ein blinder Spiegel,

und verraten brennt Korinth,

seit wir Biirger zu Babel sind.

111) (Aus der Bestattungsagende der Text) Of fenbarung des
Johannes 21,1-5a zu einer Meldung aus der Zeit-
schrift Publik Forum vom 29.1.1993:

KWAKU A., evangelischer Pfarrer aus Ghana, hat sich in
einer Unterkunft fiir Asylbewerber in Miinchen das Leben
genommen. Der 35jdhrige Vater zweier Kinder hatte im Okto-
ber vergangenen Jahres einen Asylantrag gestellt. Flnf
Wochen spiter war dieser Antrag abgelehnt und die Aus-
weisung des Pfarrers angekiindigt worden.

Nach Aussagen des Auslinderbeauftragten des evangelischen
Dekanats Miinchen, Werner Simon, wirft der Tod des ghana-
ischen Asylbewerbers "ein trauriges Licht auf die Situation
abgelehnter Asylbewerber. Die Selbstmordneigung dieser
Personengruppe ist stark gewachsen."

Pfr.Dr.Jorg Miiller,Kemnader Str.129, 463 Rochum 1
‘ Ev.Arbeitskreis Asyl im Kirchenkreis Bochum,e.V.




The Gossnher Evangelical Lutheran Church

JAMSHEDPUR ILAKA
( THE WHOLE CHURCH REGISTERED : JULY 30, 1921 UNDER SOCIETIES REGISTRATION ACT. 21 OF 1860)

Chairman : Secretary : Treasurer : Asst. Secretaries Office
G, E.L. CHURCH
Rev. K. D. Kerketta Mr. M. Indwar Mr. P. U. Bara Mr. C. N. Hembrom Mo Srasiariing. Ad o
Mr. M. Horo JAMSHEDPUR-831009.
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WELCOME ADDRESS

Most honourable Rev.Dieter Hecker, Director, Gossner Mission,Berlin.
ReveVolker Jurgens, Hannover, Germany, Rev.Harald Lehmann,Westfalia,
and Master Leif Lehmann Son of Rev.H.Lehmann,

We heartly welcome you all in the STEEL CITY of Jamshedpurs
We are glad to receive you and greeting you in the mame of Our Lord
Jesus Christ,and with our traditional way we welcome you all by saying
"Jesu Sahai"

Jamshedpur Parish have 15 congregations out of which eight(8)
are in Urban Area and Seven(7) are in Rural Area,

At present in Jamshedpur Parish total family number is 792,
confirmed members are 2548 and Biptized members are 4050,

There are Five(5) Pastors,Three(3) Catechist and one(1)
Candidate are working for spiritual service.Besides that there are
about Eighty(80) Laymen who are conducting Sunday Church Service,

Jamshedpur Parish have Nine(9)Pucca(Build with Brick and
cement)Church Four(4) Temporary Church, one union Church and one
congregation have no Church Building.They are conducting Sunday Church
Service at a residential Quarters.In the Year 1994.we build a small Church
at SINI congregation.This Year inl995,we wish to complete the construction
work of a big Church at BIRSANAGAR.

Jamshedpur Parish run one Middle School,Two U.P.School and
one L.P.School,Total number of Student is about 1600, and numbers of
Teachers is 35,

In Jamshedpur there is no Mission Land.What ever land we have
is purchased from Local Peaople and from TISCO by us,This practice is
still continue.New congregation are developing and Church is also being
constructed.All this work is done by Donation of Local congregation,
Every WORKER have to pay Half of one day's Basic Pay from his monthly
income as monthly Donation.We are also collecting one Kg.Rice every week
from each family.Parish prepare Annual Budget and eévery congregation are
working according to Annual BudgeteIn brief the spiritual and finnacial
condition of Jamshedpur Parish is healthye.Women work and Youth Woek is
also very sound.In all respect Jamshedpur Parish is stand up as a real

| Autonomous Church., Thank »= You MsIndwar, Secretary : 4 'm!NC-' J 4
“ ;puﬁs




The Gossner Evangelical’ Lutheran Church

JAMSHEDPUR ILAHA
( THE WHOLE CHURCH REGISTERED i JULY 30, 1921 UNDER SOCIETIES REGISTRATION ACT. 21 OF 1860 )

Hony, General Secretary
M., INDWAR
9, L/4, Link Road, New Sitaramdera
Jamshedpur-831009

KefrNog sl SR gl Date_05e11-1995,
WELCOME PROGRAMME
34254PsMe ~Welcome Song by Sonari Coir Party

3430,PeMe =Welcome of German Guest by Mahila Samity

3e454PelM, Prayer by ReveB.Kujur,Chairman

Chairman
Rev, K, D, Kerketta 3¢504PeM.s = Welcome Address by Mr.MeIndwar,Secretary
4,00,PsMs = Presentation of Gift by Mahila Samity
4,15,PsMs =Massage by Rev,DHecker
44304PeMe =Song=-Sonari Coir Party
4,40,P.M, =-Massage by Rev.HeLehmann
Asst. Pastors 4,55.,PsMs ~Song by Sonari Coir

Rot. & Parey 5400+PeM~Bhajan by Birsanagar Mandli

Rev, A Tete

Rev. M, P. Horo 5¢10.P.Me=Massage by Rev,VeJurgens

5+25+.P«Mu=Song by Sonari Ceir Party
5¢304PcMs=Qestion & Answer

6e004P.M.=Closing Song and Prayver

As;t‘ o alafica o s v e e e ke e s e v vl i i ke e e vl ke e e o ok e ok ok
C. N. Hemrom
M. Horo

Treasurer

P, U, Bara
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Dieter
Pasl 1 Bdwsctay Hecke:

Director, Gossas: Mission
at pressat Raochi.

.

sub: EBlection of Bishop of Madhya aachal.
pear Rev. Hecker,

Respectfull) we the members of Bandhu
samitee put the followl .g facts over the elsstior
of Madhya Anchal (peoces) which was declared void

by the Centzal Committee , Raanchi.

(1) The Centzal Comuittee headed ny the
Moderator had declsred the election void of Reve.
M'ﬂte ag Bisghop oa the plea that he dons
ot fulfil the requireo qualification. The prasc: ibad
qualification of Bishop ars per constitutios is *sound
theological education™ in page 24 of Coustitution.
The eligibilicy does aot speciZicilly speak thequalific
sach ag B.Th., B.D. D.D. etc. Thig shows that
Constitution was made in such 3 way that iuterpration
can be twisted accoxdiag to the Jesire of the 11l
motive mthont.too.lcv.m'mu is a gona
theologlan & hig eloction wase quite valid. In
election system, the choiege of the pedple is the hegt
and only method for any post.

CONTD3 P/2
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2) It wag alg> sald by the Central committes
that the election of Bishop and Members were aot made
in the jurisciction of MaGhya Aachal area. In para XX
Page 17 the composition of the deoccesan council ia
Appendix 'A' shows that in additionfog panisai, Khuati-

~Tell, Begnima oue can choose tholr £ieig for elaction
in the neighbouring Aachaels as well. Tharefore a¢ wrong
was harpened in the election oF Bisghop ana othe:
membere.

3) e K.S+S. has gecided to give sone post Of
¥oronji Illaka €O Machya Auchal. why process of
camarcario. was not made before electiony The inteantion

wids preplanaed aud malaf lge.

4) The Constitution was made ia 2 over-night
but the denarcation of trangferred area was not cone

till npow.

5) The Adhyaksh now designated 3ishop of 3.%.
Anchal is playing a big Role t& glivert his own people
asking thom aot to jola madhya Anchal (peoceg). ia ouar

oviaion he is the coatemporixy of Dr. ®Ne. Ming.

8) iln absence Of Bighop and Members of Central
Committes from Madhys Anchal (peocas) how the election

of Mogderator is valiaz

~CONTD .5 P/3
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Weé therefore pray for judicisoug and
favoursble decision over the issue of election

Of Biship and members of Madh,a Aanchal (peoces .

we further desire to talk face to face

with you. Please arpolat suitable time aad inform

Yours sinceraly

2 ;@,,,,&,/yo» :
){;JZ % § S Pt (é#‘{

ol 1J 7/“’“‘/4>ca Anchecl.

Secretery
Sandhu samittea,
GeEJl« Churech,
Ranchi.

Copy €3 =

(1} The MOderator, G.%.L. Church, Ranchi.
(2) ALl Bishops of G.2.L. Clurch.
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A brief Statement to the Gossner Mission

from NWGEL Church on the occasion of 150

yrs. Jubilee of the Advent of the Gospel
in Chotanagpur.

It is our great privilege and honour to welcome our
honourable guests from Gossner Mission. 150 years ago you
brought the Gospel of Christ to our people which changed our
lives. We are thankful to you for sparing your valuable timeo
to be with us. Please allow us to place before you a few

salient points regarding the prevailing situation in our
Church for your kind consideration.

The key issue in our Church is similar to many other Churches
in the third world not only in India. It is the regional,
cultural and Ethnic Conflicts manifesting primarily in the
misuse of communal majority to suppress the minority in all
affairs of the Church. Such conflicts have taken place in
our Church since 1935, particularly in administrative and
financial matters,and it is in no way a Doctrinal conflict.
. We do not intend to present a detailed account of
these events,but we propose to place before you a brief
account of the situation., We request you to utilize your
good office together with UELCI to continue the negotia=
tion for a fair and brotherly solution to the problem,

We re-affirm ou;:tommittment to continue the negotiation as
we have already expressed in our letter to UELCI Executive
Secretary, copies of which have been sent to you. As you
already know the disputes and conflicts are prevailing since
1935 and several attempts have been made to resolve them.

To mention a few among them are:—

(1) Negotiation led by Director Hans Lokies.
(ii) Director Martin Seeberg.

(iii) Director Dieter Hecker with Prof. Dr.Hans Grot-
hous. All these negotiations und reports recognise our
grievances and attempt to resolve them. The other side,
however,tried to avoid the negotiation itself and under one
pretext or other sabotaged and stepped out of the negotia=-
tion refusing to accept the proposed solution.
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After every negotiation Gossner liission has continued its
relationship one siledly as though nothing had happened in
the negotiation and the problem does not exist at all. This
has worsened the whole situation as your support restores
their status quo with full power. This support of Gossner
Mission legitimise them in national and international forums.
Otherwise it is known that their ecumenical relationship is
minimal. It is nadt our intention to Dlame any one regarding
the devastating effect particularly in the field of property
and administration caused by this empowerment.

As we celebrate the 150 years Jubilee of the Advent of the
Gospel,we perceive that the situation of our society in the
context of the surrounding societies is very much similar to
that when the first Missioneries arrived. The suppression and
oppression of all kinds including social economic,cultural &
religious are enormous. If the situation continues like this,
it may lead,to the genocide of the Adibasies (majority af
members of our Church). We are grateful that this has been
realised by The Curatorium and brought to the notice of the
Federal Govi. of Germany (published in the quarterly magazine
of L.W.F). The Gossner Mission then extended its brotherly
hand with Christ~ian love and spirit taking the side of the
oppressed,exploited and the marginalised. Out of our Christ-
ian faith it is our firm conviction that Christianity and
Christian Mission takes the side of oppressed,exploited,
minority and marginalised people for their fair and Jjusti-
fied cause. We ourselves in all our weaknesses are willing
and committed to witness and serve in this spirit. We still
firmly believe and hope that Gossner Mission shares the same
Christian and missionary concern even today.

Neverthe-less we want to point out the very fact
that we are sitting in this kind of office,as merely because

of their hinderance not allowing to give this office a modern
shape.

We welcome you once more whole heartedly. Thank you.
Q

( Bishop Dr.N.Minz )
31/10/95




Vorschlag fiir ein Fiirbittengebet zum 150jdhrigen Jubildum der Evange-
lisch-Lutherischen Gossner Kirche in Indien am 2. November 1995

Herr, unser Gott,
oft sind wir so in unseren eigenen Aufgaben gefangen, daR wir Dein Handeln mit allen

menschen nicht wahmehmen. Du aber wirkst mit Deinem Wort in der Ndhe und in der Ferne.
So gedenken wir heute besonders der Evangelisch-Lutherischen Gossner Kirche in Indien.
Wenn die Kirche in Indien und wir hier in Deutschland das Jubildum feiemn, wollen wir Deiner
Treue gedenken und dafiir danken. Dir allein gebiihrt Ehre und Ruhm.

150 Jahre hast Du diese Menschen begleitet. Sie waren von der Gesellschaft ausgestoRen
und benachteiligt, Du hast ihnen neue Wiirde gegeben und die Méglichkeit zu befreiendem
Handeln. Wir bitten Dich, laR die Kirche der vergangenen 150 Jahre nicht nur in Dankbarkeit
gedenken, sondern begleite sie weiterhin in eine sich immer schneller &ndernde Situation und
nicht voraussehbare Zukunft hinein.

Herr, wir rufen zu Dir: (Gemeinde): Herr, erbarme Dich!

Vater, wir wissen, daR ohne Deine Gegenwart keine Kirche bestehen kann. Wir sind
aufgerufen, Deine Werkzeuge zu sein. Oft fehit uns der Mut dazu, oft die Ausbildung und
Kompetenz, Deinen Auftrag zu erfiillen. Auch in der Gossner Kirche brauchst Du Menschen,
die, geleitet von Deinem Wort, bereit sind, Verantwortung zu iibemehmen und sich den
Herausforderungen unsrer Zeit offen zu stellen.

Herr, wir rufen zu Dir: (Gemeinde): Herr, erbarme Dich!

Du hast in Deiner Kirche Menschen zu verschiedenen Aufgaben und Amtem berufen. Wir
danken Dir fir die unzahligen Gemeindeglieder, die ihren Glauben treu in einer
nichtchristlichen Umwelt bezeugen. Gib aber auch Menschen, die bereit sind, sich fir
Leitungsaufgaben zuriisten zu lassen, ihren Dienst treu in der Verantwortung vor dir zu tun.
Vieles Uberschreitet die Kraft und Ressourcen dieser Kirche, deshalb mache uns offen fiir ihre
Notwendigkeiten und befahige uns zum Teilen und Mitteilen.

Herr, wir rufen zu Dir: (Gemeinde): Herr, erbarme Dich!

Herr, wir danken Dir fiir Deine Gite und Langmut, die Du trotz allen unseren Schwéchen und
Fehlern mit uns bewiesen hast. Du hast uns durch die Botschaft des Apostels Paulus
ermanhnt, von Deiner Gande alles zu erwarten und uns damit geniigen zu lassen. Wir
vertrauen auf Deine Gnade, Deine Wort und Deine Zusage, daR Deine Kraft gerade in den
Schwachen méchtig ist. Im Namen unsres Herm Jesus Christus.

Amen.

Die Gossner Mission feiert das 150jahrige Jubildum der Ankunft der ersten vier Missionare
der Gossner Mission bei den Adivasi in Ranchi / Chotanagpur vom 6.-8. Oktober 1995. Die
Feiemn in Indien sind vom 31. Oktober bis 1. November 1995. Von daher wiirden sich
entweder der 8. Oktober oder der 5. November fiir ein besonderes Gedenken in den
Gemeinden in Deutschland nahelegen.

Berlin, den 10. Juli 1995
Ursula Hecker, Indienreferentin
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Propnsdforapmyorofmtarcossmnforthe 150 Years’ Jubilee of the
G.E.L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam for Congregations and
. ~ Churches in Germany

Lord, our heavenly Father,

We are often so preoccupied with our own matters that we do not take notice of your
work among other people. But you are active with your work in regions near and far
from us. So we remember today the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India.
When the churches in India and Germany celebrate the 150 years jubilee, we com-
memorate your faithfulness and thank you for this. To you be all the glory and honour.

You have been with the people of Chotanagpur through the centuries. They had been
excluded from the main society of their country and become discriminated. You have
given them new dignity, self respect and the ability to acts of liberation. We ask you
to grantthat this jubilee will not only be a matter of commemoration of your great
deeds in the past, but be also with them in the process of adjustment to a situation of
rapid social change and in their way into an uncertain future.

Therefore we pray!

Lord have mercy.

Our Father, we knowthat without your help and support no church can exist. We are
called to be your instruments. Often we miss the courage, the training and the ability,
to fulfill your mandate. You need people in the G.E.L. Church, who are prepared to
take over responsibility under the guidance of your word, and to meet the challenges
of our time with an dedicated heart and an open mind and to work for the unity of the
church, even if there seem be insurmountable obstacles and hinderances.
Therefore we pray!

Lord have mercy!

You have called persons in your church for different tasks and ministries. We thank
you for the innumerable members of the church, who confess their faith in a non-
christian environment. Grantthat people may be prepared to take over leadership, to
be trained for that and do their service faithfully in your presence. There are many
things which are beyond the strength and ressources of our churches, therefore open
us and prepare us to see their needs and to share our spiritual and other gifts mutual-
ly.

Therefore we pray!

Lord have mercy!

Lord, we thank you for your Goodness and Patience , which you have shown towards
us in spite of all our weaknesses and mistakes. You have admonished us through the
words of St. Paul, to expect all from your mercy and to be content with it. We trust in
your mercy, in your word and promisethat your strength is powerful in the weak. We
ask all this in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Berlin, 17th July, 1995

India Desk of Gossner Mission
Fennstr. 31 - 12439 Berlin

Tel. 0049-30-6317809 / Fax: 6361198
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(CARROTS AND STICKS

Over thirty persons, comprising of representatives of
various action groups, people’s movement, NGOs, members
of the academic community as well as concerned individuals
met in ‘Bangalore from 5th to 7th February 1995 and
extensively discussed the documents relating to the
forthcoming UN World Summit For Social Development
at Copenhagen in March 1995. As a result of the
deliberations, the meeting adopted the following statement.




THE UN WORLD SUMMIT FOR
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The Draft Declaration of the UN World Summit For
Social Development to be held in Copenhagen intends
all member states, the developing countries in partic-
ular, to be committed to complete transformation into
market economies through the Structural Adjustment
Programmes (SAP). The attempt comes at a time when
the experience about SAP in several countries has
raised serious doubts about its efficacy in any devel-
opment worth the name. Besides the Draft aims at
legitimising, under the agenda of social development,
all the tenets and provisions of the recently concluded
Uruguay Rounds of discussions over General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). In its totality the
Draft prepares the foundation for a new world social
order in which the state is to be rid of all welfare and
developmental functions and to remain completely
delinked from the civil society. At the level of interna-
tional relations, it provides for cessation of most of the
erstwhile roles of the UN and handing those over to
the Bretton Woods twins, the World Bank (WB) and the
Internatinal Monetary Fund (IMF), the two key instru-
ments of international finance capital. What is most
shameful is that the agenda of an unequal and exploit-
ative world order is being promoted under the rubric
of alleviation of poverty and employment generation
in the developing world. In short this is an attempt to
provide built-in structural stability to imperialism as
the sole decisive force in the lives of peoples and their
societies the world over. It is the SAP which has been
sought as an instrument of that process under the
rhetoric of social development.

The statements of the questions of culture, ethics,
or human values are only an extension of that rhetoric.
While it talks about the need for protecting the desired
diversity of cultures, the declarations and commit-
ment in their totality impose a single market-driven
development model, which can only force all peoples
and their communities into the unified system of cul-




ture and values. What it really attempts to do is to
usher in a homogenised, amorphous mass of mindless
consumers and to stamp out, in the name of socially
integrating the people, those at the bottom of the social
pyramid in particular by forcing them into what is
usually seen as the “mainstream”. What it actually
promotes is the value “of the free market”, dominated
by fierce competition amongst nations, communities
and even individuals.

The sum and substance of the declaration would be
the setting up of yet another Fund, to be surely medi-
ated by the Bretton Woods institutions which the na-
tional governments of the poor and developing coun-
tries are eager to utilize to further implement precisely
the kinds of measures which neither alleviate poverty
nor curb rampant unemployment in these countries.
Within this framework it is futile to respond to this
document in detail since its very framework is in
question.

Throughout the document, one thing is repeatedly
harped upon: that markets, “dynamic open competi-
tive markets”, and structural adjustment programmes
are axiomatic while poverty alleviation is incidental.
There are no less than three specific references (Action
9 C, 10 C and 11 C) calling for “implementing the
Uruguay Round as scheduled”, stressing the “opportunites
available” (in the context of the Uruguay Round Agreements)
and making it clear that support for the implementa-
tion of strategies adopted by the developing countries
is contingent on these measures being “agreed by the
international community”. In other words this “inter-
national community” (read Bretton Woods institu-
tions) will hold a veto power on development.

As regards the commitments, some of them, verge
on the comical. For example, those relating to health
represent a complete dismantling of the much more
important pledge of Alma Ata of Health for All by
2000.

In essence the Draft Declaration comes as the cul-



mination of a process, consciously introduced over the
last several years, of fragmenting the entire question
of development into automomous issues like Environ-
ment, Women or Biodiversities, instead of as a com-
prehensive concept and programme of development.

Besides, with the retreat of the UN from the role
assigned toit over time, it is the World Trade Organisation
‘WTO) and the IMF-WB which will together be arbiters
of life and society in the developing countries.

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA DOCUMENT:

The India National Report for the Summit should
more appropriately have been titled “The Government
of India National Report”. A mishmash of Plan docu-
ments and Minsitry reports, the document is replete
with exaggerations, misrepresentations, errors and
down right falsehoods.

On the one hand, the most basic figures on poverty
are misrepresented; on the other hypocritical and false
claims like the impending hunded percent elimination
of child labour in hazardous industries in the next
sixty months, are made as a matter of course. The
report is in fact a sickening list of claims of achieve-
ments and of governmental schemes that have neither
eradicated poverty nor generated employment. Many
of these schemes have been evaluated by independent
experts and sometimes by the Government’s own ma-
chinery, as deeply flawed and wanting. Yet, this list is
trotted out as evidence of the government’s working
towards a just social order.

The Government has inspired several meetings.

across the country in which it has sought legitimacy
for this draft in a furtive, half guilty manner. Perhaps
this reflects a need to co-opt the intelligentsia or to
misinform the Parliament that a wide spectrum of the
intellectuals was consulted a means of conferring a
spurious legitimacy on the appalling contents of this
document.

It becomes essential for us, therefore, to assert that




the GOI report does not represent national opinion. It
is incapable of any improvement or meaningfulamendments.
It's central objective seems to be to impress on the
forces behind the Social Development Summit (SDS)
the following:-

® That India unreservedly accepts the philosophy
that the Bretten Woods institutions are trying to
institutionalise through, among the other channels
the SDS.

® That India will vigorously pursue further the prin-
ciples and policies of the SAP and of the supposed-
ly free market principles with increasing domi-
nance of TNCs.

® And that India would willingly go in for more of
the same so long as the funds are forthcoming from
the west.

® The report conveys the message that the Govern-
ment senses the establishment of the social devel-
opment fund as the most likely and important
outcome of the SDS and that it is desperate to
acquire the sizable share of the same.

In short, this report serves as the Governments’
latest begging bowl, asking for money for the same
flawed schemes and priorities that have led as it’'s own
data (not found in this report!) show to an increase in
the poverty and a deeping of inequality. By its uncrit-
ical acceptance of the principle of the SDS Draft, the
Government also accepts the latest fierce commitment
to as well as reiteraion and reinforcement of the Uru-
guay Round of the GATT and the World Trade Organisation
(WTO).

A Government which did not dare debate these
issues in the Parliament, that lacked the courage to
face the elected representatives of the Indian people,
including the MPs from its own party, on the WTO
issue, a Government that amended the Indian Patents
Act By an Ordinance at the dead of the night, has no
legal, political or moral right to do this.



We categorically disassociate ourselves from this
Government of India report and reject it on all counts.

ISSUES FOR ACTION EMERGING OUT OF THE
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT

The charade and facade of participatory consulta-
tion seems to have reached a climax with the ongoing
processes leading to the UN World Summit For Social
Development at Copenhagen in March 1995. Having
set the basic framework and agenda for the final dec-
laration official delegations of the World are going
through the farce of Preparatory committees to legitimise
a Declaration where the main thrust is to establish the
market economy, mediated by the GATT agreement
and the WTO and the Bretton Woods financial insitutions
as a bedrock for achieving poverty alleviation, in-
creased employment and social integration!

Willingly or unwillingly, many NGOs the world
over are sucked into the vortex of these processes with
varying degrees of hope to make some kind of an
intervention. But it is time to review the NGO role in
these ongoing processes, particularly since a pattern
has been set by these UN Summits. The experience of
the Rio, Cairo and Vienna World Summits need to be
analysed to rechart the NGO role in these processes.
What is becoming increasingly evident is that these
UN Summits are instruments of binding poor and
developing countries to trade, environmental, human
rights and developmental concerns of the developed
nations, and in the process, have eroded the credibility
and the autonomous character of the UN system itself.
It is also clear that the UN Charter is being used as a
legal framework to foist the social ,ethical and devel-
opmental strategies of the Bretton Woods terrible twins,
IMF and the World Bank.

The Draft Declaration of the SDS and the India
National Report can not but be rejected outright, the
former since it binds countries to view social develop-
ment as an adjunct to market economy and SAP and
the latter for its utter absurdity. In this scenario, it




seems futile for NGOs to engage themselves in para by
para amendments to the Draft Declaration, as that
would amount to a tacit acceptance of the basic frame-
work and legitimise the notion of a futuile participa-
tory process.

What would seem, however, to be important is for
the NGOs to foresee the kind of negative impacts the
SDS Declaration would have on the people of the
country and to work towards resisting the fall outs
after India’s signing on the dot. One immediate likely
fall out is that more funds would become available in
areas like lhealth, education, women and child welfare
etc., from multilateral lending institutions to promote
their kind of programmes in these vital areas. This
would tend to put severe strain on those policies and
plans that many NGOs feel are appropriate for the
country. This is an area NGOs would need to be vigi-
lant about by not only blocking such governmental
programmes, but by also ensuring that easy availabil-
ity of such funds to NGOs themselves does not under-
mine their counterevailing capacity. The kind of dis-
tortion brought about by the Global Environment Fa-
cility, after Rio Earth Summit need to be assessed by
the NGOs in order to deal with the post-Copenhagen
scenario. The other major task of NGOs would be to
link up with mass movements to create a political
atmosphere where the implementation of negative policies
and programmes in the post-Copenhagen scenario.
becomes difficult for the Government. This evidently
requires a massive information and awareness programmes
that reaches the remotest parts of the country.
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Phone : 311506

BETHESDA WOMEN'S INTERMEDIATE COLLEGE RANCHI

Chairman : REV. C.8.R, TOPNO Sscretary : SRI N. E. HORO Treasurer : MRS, ESRAN BHENGRA
(Pramukh Adhyaksh) M. L. A. ( Principal Bethesda Women's
Intermediate College Ranchi )

G. E. L. Church
Ranchi-834001
Bihar (India)

BT NS, iavinnssssns Date. ... &é’°10199 5

303
Rev.Dr.D,Hecker,
Director,

Gossner Mission

Dear Sir,
The Staff and Students of Bethesda Women's Inter
College , Ranchi are holding a Painting Compétition on the
occasion of 150 years' Jubilee Celebrations. Prize giving
away function on 29.10,1995 at 3:30 P.M. in the College
. premises.
We shall be highly oblised if you could come and

give away prizes to the winners.

With thanks

Yours faithfully

- —As —
31 Fev Principal
\‘3\ ;3 Bethesda Women's Irer
"\\. ’“ .
- @b College,Ranchi




GELC Human Resources nDevelopment Centre
(GEL Church, Ranchi, 834001, India)
seminar Oct, 16~21, 1995 gty - :
Theme :'crcial pesponsibility of the Church Today'
Key lNote/Introductory rddress
Rev, Dr.C.K.Paul Singh
pear sirs/Madams, Participants,
Ve lcome s
irst of all,I,on behalf of the organisers,Gossner Mission, Berlin and
GELC,HRDC, extend my hearty welcome to you all,Resource Persons,
participants, very specially to our honourable guests, Friends and wel-
wishers from far and near, who took so much troubles, time and energy
tn come to Ranchi to participate in this inaugural Seminar at this
centre, very newly inaugrated, just vesterday with very minimum faci-
1ities, I request you all to kindly bear with me the various inconveni-
ences and discomforts. 1 hope, longer you stay,the better you feel.
seminar:
For the 'First timer Beginners'of seminar(s)I would like to express
some few words. Most of the members of the churches in this region,
specially of GELC,are accustomed to the Youth pible classes,Conventions,
rRaliys, Refresher Courses;etc,which are organised by various Werks,-
grounss= Children vouth, Women,etc, for spiritual Nurture, Fellowship,
and Entertainments by refreshing lectures, Singsongs. Dramas, Sports,
etc, Participation is open to all, Without much expectation for the
results, very nften the assembled Christians are mere passive audience
and spectatorse. This time, today we have come tmgether for a Seminar
with a specic Theme to be discussed from various aspects by all parti-
~ cipants sharing ene's views and experiences with one another, I may not

be wrong, If I say. tgaminar is learning by sharing in plenary as well

2s in discussions groups'.

Methodologys

‘-‘art’.icip'atery: All participants are expected te participate actively
in 2ll programmes of the geminar. As it is a Mini-International/ecu-
menical Seminar, we may have some lanquage problems, but I hope we can
help one another in this respect also. Kindly bear with ~ne another 1
Objective:
'T?hink globally and act locally's: There are therefore some subjects to
draw our attentions towards some common world cencerns, and problems
with their impacts en the global community, inddvidually and collecti-
wvely as well as an local community.
Theme : '
tsocial Responsibility of the Church Today's This Theme seems to have
a presumption that there are some other responsibilities of the Churchs=
spiritual, financial, eschatological,..What else ? Can we enlist them ?
This may alse tend to say that the Cchurch, the living body: of Christ
is a fellowship of Blievers, it is a Worshiping (Preaching,Teaching);
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praying, Singing communion,but it is also 'civing' and 'healing Church',
OR how do we understand the body of Christ with His thre=fold Ministry
(Preaching, Teaching and, Healing)? In this context of our Theme
iHealing' is not only a physical one, but healing is of all men, and
whole man in his tetal existence,enabling him to stand befare the
penple(in the Society)and God,now and eschatologically. Do we need to
redefine the Church? Wwhat dees Church mean to me ? What has Church donc
for me ? It scems to be a 'must'that local, Congregation and Christian
Families have to be strengthened for building a strong Church. This
Theme could have been coined differently: 'The Society Oriented/Related
Ministry/service of the Church Today', OR 'Church Ministry/Mission and
Development Today'. '

since her inception, The Church was praying,praising, Preaching =nd
Teaching regularly(Acts 2:43=-47,4:32=35) and not neglecting the healing
Ministry and social concerns(Acts 6:1-6) ,In Course of the histary of
+he Church various ups and dewns in the Church Ministry affected the
1ife and Weark of the Church differently: 'Monasticism' and 'spiritual
Awakening/Revival',..ctc are its results. Semetimes spiritual Ministry
became merely ritual and routinal fergeting and neglecting the Healing
Ministry,Teday also many/most of the members ¢f the church understand
that 'Healing', according to our theme and context tsocial Responsibili-
ties' are secondary or extra ar aptional activities ! In arguments they
cven quot Biblical verses to say that Christians should engage themscl-
vos in spiritual things and not so much involve in worldly things
(1+,6232=33,C0l,3:1-2,1 Pet,5:7),but Christ's commission and compassion
copel Christians to involve themselves also socially. Since 150 Yrs
GuLC is Seeking His Kingdom and righteousness. but *all things are not
yet added', we still lack many good things(Ps,34:10), What's wrong ? In
Church Ministry or in Seeking God and His Kingdom ? The situations in
and =rcund the Church are changing and warsening very rapidly and
el roctivlys indifference in spiritual life is growing, ramilies,Congre=
gations, Church and Socicty themsels are getting into the danger of
disintegration affecting the children,Youths, Parents, Seniors very
negatively/adversely. Christ's Gospcl(of peace, fellowshlp and prosperi=
tv) scems to be completely jeopardised. In recent years various national
international/ecumenical consultations, Seminars and woarkshops have been
conducted for Heads of the Churches and Church leaders, Pastors etc,
put very many good findings, and.- recommendations cete, are still some-
whore in ~ffice files and selves, they have not yet reached to the
‘grass roots', There are some exceptions also, many plans, projects
and programmes are carried out successfully, but many have also
failed, Why 2
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Procedures

In this seminar, fér many participants there 1is a good oppurtunity for
aw, arehess building, let us make surec to identify various situations/
{ ssues and analyse them relating to our families, Congregations,
churches, and Seciety and then come forward with some Action Plans, our
sharing of experienécs,-sucqesses.as well as failures too, may help us
arrive/finalise good results for follow up works and implementations.
Therefore mgthods and procedurcs of communication about the seminar
also have to be made cleare. When and how are we going to communicate
to the 'grass roots' the tlings we have learnt in this seminar.
Héereunder various Situations/issucs have been enlisted, though incomp=
lete, they may be a guide £or further discussions for action plans.
Please look iﬁfo fes

I wish, hope and pray that under the guidence and help of our
experienced Resource Persons and with the active Participation of all
members, the Sthnar may bring some good resultse.

a -
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GELC HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT CENTRE (BEL)
GEL Church,Ranchi 334001, Bihar India
Seminar on:'Social Respnnsibiliﬁy of the Church Teday!'
Oct, 16-21, 1995, at HRDC
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GELC Human Resources Devclepment Centre

(GEL Church, Ranchi 834001, India)
seminar, Oct, 16-21, 1995 .
Theme: 'Social Responsibility ef the church Today!
Bible study. ; MK, 9:2=29
Rev, Dr.C.K.Paul Singh
Dear Chailrperson,Resource Persons and Participants,on this last day of
our Seminar this Bible Text »f MK, 9:2-29 has becn alloted to us for =2
Bible study,Since 16th Oct, We are learning and discussing the main
| éhcma_of the Seminar variously taking into consideration diffcrent
subjects related to the main theme, We might have learnt many things by
. sharing our experienced the fellowship of Christian faith love, and
blessings as well as of responsibilitics. Now when most Af us arc
contemploting and planning for rcturn journcy towards onc's home, congre-
gation Ar to some other assignments, Let us devout some times to study
this passage and try to re=collect some of our responsibilities after
our Participation in this Scminar.
This ¥s one of the best known texts in the Bible. It has a reference
to a grecat event of great Confession ~f Peter, 'You arc the Christ, the
.Son of the living God. This Text rcflects the great confession of Peter
by a confirmation with a Voice from the cloud that Jesus Christ, the
son of man is the beloved sSon of God, on his way to Cross, which is the
climax of his service/Ministry (MK, 10:45)

The text can be studied in various ways taking into consideration of
its Tapical,Textual and Exegcetical values. Today let us participate to
find out its contextual values, speclally in view of our Scminar and its
main theme. The whole text may be seen in the Trinitarian Schemata/Patern,:
I. Zxperience on the mountain Top, II. Experience while coming down from
Hill Top, and III. Experiecnce at the bottom of the mountain. Without
prcssing too much we may also capation as Identification Analysis and
Action Plan or also contcmplation(Emlightenment), compulsion/commission

.‘md compassion. In whatever way we may take the text, thc whole episode
with its Trinitarian dimensions, is a part of Training Course for the
disciples to equip them to carry out the Ministry of Christ, even after
his deaths With these remarks,- wlthout any obligation now let us parti-
cipate to study the text., As I understand, it is a2 known fact that the
Bible itself helps understand any particular text of the Bible by refer-
ning to the parallel passages and expression in other places of the
Bible, It would be an interesting participatory exercise if we could
compare and consider this passage along with the parallel texts as found
in Mt,1731-21, and Lk,9:28~42; But I would like to proposec to spend some
10-15 minutes to find out the parallels of some exprossions/word-uses
as we see them in our text and else wherc:

V.2, 'Six days'- cight days,- Lk, 9:28(After a Week)
Days for preparation Ex,24:16,23:16, Days of Works/preparation
Mountain = Tabor = Taborion

Poter, James & John: Mk, 15:33, Gethscmane, 'Trio!'/core
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V.3, White like snow, Dan, 7:9+14; Majesty, Holy
V.4, Moses, Elijah + Jesus : Trio
V.5, good pleasing, Mt, 13:48} cnjoyable, heartening
V.7, Cloud, Ex, 40:34, Dan, 7:9, John, 12:28, Divine presence
This is my beloved son,
Mk, 1:11, Ps,2:7; Isa, 42:1, Mt, 3:17 God's own son with a
purposc
'Hear him; Acts, 3322, Ex,18:15+19, Acts, 7:37, listen to him
nbey him
Ve9, 'rising from dead' John 2:19=-22,12:32, Cross death is not an
; end, but victory
Vell,Elijah and Moscs; Mala 4:5
Vel2,It is written, Ps, 22:7, Mala, 4:5
Isa, 53:3; Dan,9:26; Mk, 11:14;
Lk, 23:11; 1:17; The way of cross, death in God's(Acts)plan
to save the world
V.18,Could not: V.29, James 5:16, due to lack of faith and prayer.
V.19,Faithless generation; John 4:48; 2 Thes,1:4
Vv.21,Now long. act,1:7, Today, Chronos/Kairos
V.23,If you can.. possible: Mt,17:20; Mk,11:23, Lk,17:5+6
John 11:40, Rom,10:9,Mt,19:26, dynasty,dynamic,dynamo+Faith?
V.25, rcbuked. Mk,1:25, Mt,10:8, Lk,9:1+2 : authority
V.26, 'dead!, slecp John 11:11, Deut,31:16, Dan,12:2, Mt,9:24,
Acts,7:60, 1 Cor,15:18+51 : ‘'aslcep’
V.27,took him by hand, Mt,9:25, Mk,1:31, Acts 3:7+8, Mk,2:549+11;
John,5:8,11:44, wWord and action it is a complete healing
V.29,Prayer.. James 5:16, Num,11:2, 1 Thes,2:13, Num, 2137,
Ex,15326, 1Cor,12:9428; Covcnant of Healing.

Now let us come back to the Text, though it is @ mystery cloaked
event,but let us try to contextualisc it to our Theme of the Seminar
with my proposcd/inchauted Trinitarian Schemata, After about a three
years Training Coursc living with Jesus, the disciples could identify
that Jeosus is the Christ, the son of living God. But their analysis of
this identification reclating to their life and work is not yet secured.
Amidst ritualistic-ceremonial and cthical values of life confrontation
with God/Christ is necessary, The solitude God's prescnce is required
of the disciples to carry out the Ministry which is not in solitariness
as Peter was thinking and wiling to build Tent/booths, to be sccurced
in the expericnce, but hearing obeying Christ/The son, was better, no
words to Peter's wishes but hearing Voice to obey the son of man. They
must be ready for the solidarity with the pcople going down to the
crowd from the highest experience of solitude. This was exactly told
to the disciples in Christ's suffering 1s the way to solidarity with
the people , for

PeTeOe
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whom he is ready to die a vicarious death, which means also victory
(John 12:32),he should have risen from the dead. Christ's death and
resurrection the victory of disciples is also secured, but they were

unable tn understand, and to accept for themselves ! Their analysis of
Christ's work was still unacceptable/not understandable, it is still
today the same ? This was net the expericnce and understanding of the
then disciples, while coming down from the 'Hill Top', Today also there
are many Christians, who want te remain in the marvellous experiences
in church and Church administration, Seminars, Workshops |

selitude leads, to solidarity, when the experience is dynamited by
tprayer and fellowship'. Jesus could healed the boy fully. The disciples
could not, although they werec also fully empowered, They could not
identify and analyse the situation of sickness, Christ, not only healcd
the boy , but also cnabled him to stand up amidst the people and
before God. a

Christian faith is not only contemplative, but also includes

compulsion and compassion which can be materialised only through
commitment to God and commitment to the cause of society i.c. 2ll men
and Whole man,




GELC Human Resources Deveclepment Centre
(GEL Church, Ranchi 834001, India)
seminar, Oct, 16-21, 1995
Themes: 'Social Respensibility ef the Church Today!
Bible study ; MK, 9:2=29
Rev, Dr.C.K.Paul Singh

Dcar Chairperson,Resource Persons and Participants,on this last day of
our Scminar this Bible Text »f MK, 9:2-29 has becn alloted to us for a
Bible study,Since 16th Oct, We are learning and discussing the main
theme of the Seminar variously taking into consideration different
subjects related tn the main theme, We might have learnt many things by

sharing our expericnced the fellowship of Christian faith love, and
blessings as well as of responsibilitics. Now when most Af us are
contemploting and planning for rcturn journcy towards onc's home, congre-
gation ar to some other assignments, Let us devout some times to study
this passage and try to re-collect some of our responsibilitics after
our Participation in this Scminar,
This is one of the best known texts in the Bible. It has a recference
to a great event of great Confession ~f Peter, 'You arc the Christ, the
. son of the living God. This Text reflects the great confession of Peter
by a confirmation with a Voice from the cloud that Jesus Christ, the
son of man 1s the beloved Son of God, on his way to Cross, which is the
climax of his service/Ministry (MK, 10:45)
The text can be studied in various ways taking into consideration of
its Topical,Textual and Exegetical values. Today let us participate to
find out its contextual values, speclally in view of our Scminar and its
main theme. The whole text may be seen in the Trinitarian Schemata/Patern,:
I. Experience on the mountain Top, II. Experience while coming down from
Hill Top, and III. Experience at the bottom of the mountain. Without
pressing too much we may also capation as Identification Analysis and
Action Plan or also contcmplation(Emlightenment), compulsion/commission
and compassion. In whatever way we may take the text, thc whole episode
.:ith its Trinitarian dimensions, is a part of Training Coursc for tho
disciples to equip them to carry out the Ministry of Christ, even after
his death. With these remarks,- without any obligation now lct us parti-
cipate to study the text. As I understand, it is 2 known fact that the
Bible itself helps undcrstand any particular text of the Bible by refer- :
fiing to the parallel passages and expression in other places of the
Bible. It would be an interesting participatory cxercise 1f we could
compare and consider this passage along with the parallel texts as found
in Mt,17:1~21, and LXk,9:28=42; But I would like to propose to spend some
10-15 minutes to find out the parallels of some exprossions/word-uses

as we see them in our text and elsc wherc:
V.2, 'Six days'-~ cight days,- Lk, 9:28(after a Weck)
Days for preparation Ex,24:16,23:16, Days of Works/preparation
Mountain = Tabor - Taborion
pPeter, James & Johnjy Mk, 15:33, Gothscmane, 'Trio'/core
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V.3, White 1like snow, Dan, 7:9+14; fajesty, Holy

V.4, Moses, Elijéh + Jesus : Trio

V.5, good pleasing, Mt, 13:48: cnjoyable, heartening

V.1, Cloud, Ex, 40:34, Dan, 7:9, John, 12328, Divine prcsence
This is my beloved son,
Mk, 1:11, Ps,2:7; Isa, 42:1, Mt, 3:17 God's own son with a
purpose
Hear him; Acts, 3:22, Ex,18:15+19, Acts, 7:37, listen to him
nbey him

V.9, 'rising from dcad' John 2:19-22,12:32, Cross death is not an
end, but victory

V.11,Elijah and Moscs; Mala 4:5

V.12,It is written, Ps, 2237, Mala, 4:5
Isa, 53:3; Dan,9:263; Mk, 11:14;
Lk, 23:11; 1:17; The way of cross, death in God's(Acts)plan
to save the world

V.18,Could not: V.29, James 5:16, duc to lack of faith and prayer.

V.19,FPaithless genceration; John 4:48; 2 Thes,1:4

Vv.21,Now long. Act,1:7, Today, Chronos/Kairos

V.23,If you can.. possible: Mt,17:20; Mk,11:23, Lk,17:5+6
John 11:40, Rom,10:9,Mt,19:26, dynasty,dynamic,dynamo+Faith?

V.25, rcbuked. Mk,1:25, Mt,10:8, Lk,9:14+2 : authority

Ve26, 'decad', slecp John 11:11, Deut,31:16, Dan,12:2, Mt,9:24,
Acts,7:60, 1 Cor,15:18+51 : 'aslecep'

V.27,took him by hand, Mt,9:25, Mk,1:31, Acts 3:7+8, Mk, 2:5+9+11;
John,5:8,11:44, Word and action it is a completc healing

V.29,Prayer.. James 5:16, Num,11:2, 1 Thes,2:13, Num,21:7,
Ex,15:26, 1Cor,12:9+28; Covcnant of Healing.

Now let us come back to the Text, though it is 2 mystery cloaked
event,but let us try to contextualise it to our Theme of the Seminar
with my proposcd/inchauted Trinitarian Schemata, After about a three
years Training Coursec living with Jesus, the disciples could identify
that Jesus is the Christ, the son of living God. But their analysis of
this identification relating to their life and work is not yet securcd.
Amidst ritualistic-cercmonial and cthical values of life confrontation
with God/Christ is necessary, The solitude God's prescnce is required
of the disciples to carry out the Ministry which is not in solitariness
as Peter was thinking and wiling to build Tent/booths, to be sccurcd
in the expericnce, but hearing obeying Christ/The son, was better, no
words to Peter's wishes but hearing Voice to obey the son of man. They
must be ready for the solidarity with the pecople going down to the
crowd from the highest expericnce of solitude. This was exactly told
to the disciples in Christ's suffering is the way to solidarity with
the people , for

PeTeOu




v

3

whom he is ready to die a vicarious death, which means also victory
(John 12:32),he should have risen from the dead. Christ's death and
resurrection the victory of disciples is also secured, but they were
unable ta understand, and to accept for themselves | Their analysis of
Christ's work was still unacceptable/not understandable, it is still
today the same ? This was not the expericnce and understanding of the
then disciples, while coming down from the 'Hill Top', Today also there
arc many Christians, who want to remain in the marvellous experiences
in Church and Church administration, Seminars, Workshops 1

selitude leads, to solidarity, when the experience is dynamited by
tprayer and fellowship'. Jesus could healed the boy fully. The disciples
could not, although they were also fully empowered, They could not
identify and analyse the situation f sickness, Christ, not only healcd
the boy , but also cnabled him to stand up amidst the people and
before God.

Ehristian faith is not only contemplative, but also includes

| compulsion and compassion which can be materialised only through
' aommitment to God and commitment to the cause of society i.c. 2ll men

d Whole man.
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SEMTNAR ON : 'SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH TODAY"‘
(Under 3 Church Mission/Ministry and Development)
SPONSORED BY GOSSNER MISSION,BERLIN AND G.E.L.CHURCH THROUGH BD OF EVANGELISM AND LITERATURE
AT GELC HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT CENTRE (BEL) ,GEL CHURCH, RANCHI OCT, 16-21, 1995
TENTATIVE PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
11.30-1.00P™ 2.30=3.30PM 3.30=4,30PM 50.00=6,30PM
ARRIVALS AND REGISTRATION Get Together

16,10,95 = -
Introductions
17.10,95 DEVOTION Introductory se}f Introduc- Social=-Poli=- sharing of Discussions Plenary
welcome, *Key Note tion Discussi- tical Situa- Experiences Exchange of P
Bible Study Adgﬁsﬁ" ons tion in the ‘'IRDP & Experiences
{Framukh Adhye.) region 229
18,10,95 DEVOTION world/Indian Discussions Ecélogy & En= sharing of Discussions  Plenary
Bible Study Economy and in groups vironment- Exp. UIM Exchange of
= BT;H th?]-}i its Impact their impact Experiences
in Church life in Church life
i9,10.,55 DEVOTION RESPONSE of piscussions Religious=Soc= sharing of Ex.Discussions Plenayy
nivle Study - *he Church in groups _ __ial scenario oMD/THUM Exchange of
L)Jr\v %'é‘ TR in the -i!-eé:_l.on Experiences
20,10,95 DEVOTION Plenary pDiscussions rRecommendations Evaluations Closing Service
Bible study Reports etc, For'Action , for Follow up/ Mels (owms-
gi '“;'L"Q}jﬁ_ plans' Action Plans
e R - e D E P A R T U R E s
Mealtimes,etc, 10,00PM=5,00AM Rest Lights Off y,
7.30-8,00AM 15 minutes of‘'Response' by appointed person may follow to some presentation
11,00 Coffee break as Supplementary
1,00=2,00PM Lunch & rest Bible Studies, LK 4318ff §-Isa. 6131=3, Eph,4311=167 MK 932=29

4,30PM Tea Break
8-9,00 PM Supper

L]
oS : .




v2 oxg

Gossner
Mission

By Telefax!

Fax: 0091-11-374 60 32 FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon

030/6317809
Telefax

To the 030/6361198

YMCA - Tourist Hostel
Jai Singh Road

New Delhi 110 001 - India

Berlin, den 2. Oktober 1995
Dear friends,

Gossner Mission is coming with a group of visitors to the 150 Years Jubilee of the Gossner
Evangelical Lutheran Church in chotanagpur and Assam at Ranchi and we would like to stay
at the YMCA Tourist Hostel for the days at Delhi.

I want to inquire about accomodation for the following dates:

Accomodation for a group of 6 persons (3 Ladies, 3 Gents, out of which one couple)
from 21st to 23rd October 1995.

We would like to have one double room and 4 single. If this should not be available, we
could also accomodate with three double rooms.

Arrival Time from Frankfurt Germany would be late in the night by Lufthansa Flight LH -
760 at Delhi at 1.40 a.m. on the 22nd October.

We would appreciate, if you could provide us an accomodation. Please let us know at your
earliest, preferably by fax (0049-30-6361198).

With best regards,
Yours sincerely,

@%%m~

Dieter Hecker
Director

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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M Gossner
W W Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin ;‘;‘(‘)’:2’;‘ g
Mr. Langton Kuveya Teletax
Miss Janet Movo 030/6361198

ERTC
Fax No. 002634-573073
Pages: 2 (incl.this one)

FAX MESSAGE
19th of September 1995

Dear Janet, dear Langton,

having drafted this letter it comes to my mind, that Langton will almost
likely be in Nkandabwe.

Thank you, Janet for your fax from September, the 11th.

Edna Maluma has no Fax nor Telephone number. The Gwembe Vallev has not been
electrified until now. Any emergency news must be transmitted through our
liason office in Lusaka which has a radio connection to GSDP. The phone and
fax number of Gossner Mission’s liason office is: 01-261 580 under the
national code for Zambia.

Thank you for the name of the person who can go to India. Please, brief us
shortly about his profession, age and his particular work in Matava, so that
we can introduce him to our partners in India and tell them what his
contribution will be at the conference. I wonder, whether 1 met him, I don’t
remember, however the name.

Has he got a passport? Please, help him to get the required documents. We
faxed letters of invitation, including the guarantee to bear all costs. We
were grateful, if ZCC could prefinance his visa fees and his travel expences
within Zimbabwe. We can easyly refund the money to ZCC in October when I will
be in Zimbabwe.

We did the booking of the flight from Germany and will find an arrangement to
send the ticket to Harare. The only dates for a reasonable flight are however
October , the 11th, from Harare (dep., 5.30 a.m.) via Addis Abeba, Bombay and
Delhi with the arrival in Ranchi, on Thursday the 12th of October, 10.10 hrs.

The departure from Ranchi will be on Friday, the 3rd of November, and the
arrival at Harare on Saturday, the 4th of November, 14.00 hrs.

We hope that those dates suit Mr. Mazvizvo. Please, tell him to apply for the
entrance visa to India for the full period, from October, the 11th on.

If there will be any obstacle either due to the required travel documents or
the time of the flight, please let us know as soon as possible, so that we
can work on an alternative.

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300




As far as our visit to Zimbabwe is concerned I have a few wishes for our
programme:

Since those persons coming along with me are newcomers, we need some time to
be briefed on the current situation in Zimbabwe. It would be helpful to have
an introduction meeting of 3 to 4 days, if possible together with
representatives of the pilote projects, to discuss the current situation in
Zimbabwe, the "Let the people speak" programme, issues of development and
North-South-relations. We would like to be briefed on the reviewed ESAP and
its intended effects, and the work done by the churches in regard to ESAP.
What, p.e., was the impact of the workshops on ESAP held by the churches? We
have learned that the new drought affects the people in your country
dramatically? What is done by both the people, the government and the
churches as well to tackle drought related problems?

In this meeting we should also elaborate certain guidelines for our visit:
What to observe, what to discuss with the people, how to find out what the
people say.

In the end of our visit we need again time to reflect what we have
experienced, again, if possible, with representatives of the pilote projects.
I would recommend that we write a common report or statement in the end, to
fix required informations, agreed positions and plans, with additional
personal remarks or comments.

Last but not least we need some time to assess the "let the people speak"
programme. It is evident that Gossner Mission can't afford to finance that
programme for more than one more year and even that only, if we get money
apart from our budget from outside, i.e. "Bread for the World" resp. the

"Committee for Development Education and Public Relation" within KED (=
Development Service of the Protestant Churches). We are facing serious
financial problems, so that we reduce our budget by about one third.

That means that we must reshape all our programmes. Regarding "Let the people
speak" we must find out which components to cancel, which ones to proceed
with, and how to organize our future cooperation.

I look forward to seeing you in Harare in October.

With best regards.
Sincerely yours,

FAd.

Friederike Schulze




Gossner

Mission
FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission Fennstral3e 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
To the Telefax
Zimbabwe Council of Churches 030/6361198
Ecumenical Resource and Training Centre
PO Box H 133

Harare - Zimbabwe
Fax: 00263-4-573073

Invitation

This is to certify, that Gossner Mission, a Protsestant Christian Mission Agency from
Berlin / Germany has invited Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo from Matava Village in Zimbabwe
for a visit to Ranchi / India from the 14 th October till 5Sth November 1995 to be a guest
of the 150 Years’ Jubilee Celebrations of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
(G.E.L. Church) in Chotanagpur and Assam. Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo will furthermore
visit churches and congregations in India. Gossner Mission guarantees to bear all costs
of his travel from Zimbabwe to India and back as well as his stay there. - We look
forward to the visit of Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo in India, which will strengthen the
relationships between the different partner organisations of Gossner Mission, the
Zimbabwe Council of Churches, the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India
and the German Churches through the joint celebration of this great Jubilee of 150
Years of Mission Work in Chotanagpur / India.

We would request all authorities concerned in Zimbabwe and India to take the needful
steps to grant Mr. Colnard Mazvizvi a visa to India for this visit.

Berlin, 17 September 1995

Jister Faclior

Rev. Dieter Hecker
Director

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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Mission
FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
To the Telefax
Zimbabwe Council of Churches 030/6361198
Ecumenical Resource and Training Centre
PO Box H 133

Harare - Zimbabwe
Fax: 00263-4-573073

Invitation

This is to certify, that Gossner Mission, a Protsestant Christian Mission Agency from
Berlin / Germany has invited Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo from Matava Village in Zimbabwe
for a visit to Ranchi / India from the 14 th October till 5th November 1995 to be a guest
of the 150 Years’ Jubilee Celebrations of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
(G.E.L. Church) in Chotanagpur and Assam. Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo will furthermore
visit churches and congregations in India. Gossner Mission guarantees to bear all costs
of his travel from Zimbabwe to India and back as well as his stay there.

We would request all authorities concerned in Zimbabwe and India to take the needful
steps to grant Mr. Colnard Mazvizvi a visa to India for this visit.

Berlin, 17 September 1995

Rev. Dieter Hecker
Director

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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FROM 2CC HARRARE FAX NO 2863 4 S73073 11 SEP, 1995 a4

- i—

ZIMBABWE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

PERSONNEL PLANNING AND HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT PROGRA MME

EHRE: 3212253073 ECUMENICAL RESQURCE AND
GRAMS: OIKOUMENE TRAINING CENTRE
TELEX: 26243 OIK ZW 27STPATRICKS RD,
POBOXH 133

. PROGRAMME CO-ORDINA'TUR HATFIELD

, HARARE

i MUMOLR DENOMINATIONS FAX MRSSAGE

e siivesr o FAX TO: Friederike Schulze
. AL GOSSNER M1SSION
W AN M ARCHIRL L W

[ teriismastommesi FAX NUMBER: 110 49 030 635 11 98

L FAX PROM: Janet Moyo _’S‘;‘@;

| WA 21 4TI N 21N A D L ZCC DEVELUP EDUCATION SECRETARY

FRESETTRRIAN CHURCH
S O e s s FAX NUMBER: 110 263 4 573073
I LA BT L W T T T VY T

11 Seplember 1995

SALYATHIN hay

[ Dear T'ricderike
ASROCIATL MUMBLRS \

| iausutam vasaerams avaveia | Thank you for yuur fax which came today 11/09/95.
bl Mr Kuveya is in Binga, he is going to be in the
‘ - office on Thursday and is going to send you the
ARWE WOMLHS BURCAL pProgramme as soon as possible.
A (T ——< " Colnard Mazvizvo is the young man chosen by people
i W of Matava Village to go to India in October 1995,
' How are you getting on wlth your work? Do you
‘ know Ednua Maluma's Telephone or Fax number (Gwembe
| TR DurARTMENTS South Development Project, Zambia).
A I wish you the best,
| mm“nn:‘:::::
i U AL L mmarry CVAPLA R Y
|‘ LML A Bl M AL smmmare
I
i]
HEADQUARTERS: 128 MBUYA NEHANDA STREET ﬁ'mzowmlm
POBOX 3566 TELEX: 26243 OIK ZW

HARARE
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Gossner
” Mission

FennstraBe 31

D- 12439 Berlin

Gossner Mission Fennstrafe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809

To the Telefax

Zimbabwe Council of Churches e

Ecumenical Resource and Training Centre
PO Box H 133

Harare - Zimbabwe

Fax: 00263-4-573073

Berlin, den 17. September 1995
Dear Mrs. Moyo,

thank you for your Fax to Friederike from the 11th September 1995 about a visitor to the
Jubilee of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India. We are glad to hear, that Mr.
Colnard Mazvizvo had been named form Zimbabwe as a participant for the Celebrations. This
church has been a result of the work of missionaries from Gossner Mission in Germany since
the 2nd November 1845. We are glad, that the G.E.L. Church is now one of the biggest
Lutheran Churches in India and consists mainly of the Aboriginal People or Adivasi as they are
called in India. We appreciate, that reperesentatives of other churches or Regional Church
Councils, with whom Gossner Mission is in cooperation with different programmes are also
sharing this experience.

We include a Letter of Invitation for Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo from Gossner Mission along with
the guarantee to bear all the costs for the travel, which may help him to get a visa for India. We
shall also arrange for a direct invitation form the G.E.L. Church in Ranchi to be sent to you
soon. If it will be possible for people of Zimbabwe to get a Tourist Visa this would be the most
convenient and fastest way to get to India. There are two versions of the invitation: one with a
longer explanation about the realtionships between the different churches concerned. This might
be helpful in case you need something for your own government. The Indian Government is not
so much in favour of Christian Missions, therefore you might take the shorter form to apply for
a visa at the Indian Embassy. But you should handle the whole application  procedure
according to your experience.

Wishing you all the best also from Friederike and Rev. Wilhelm Damm, I remain with kind
regards,

Yours in Christ, M,

e D

i ':-.s'iii—ﬁ' TN
Rev. Dieter Hecker XA L A \
Director L _‘*‘3,}’

Enclosed: Two letters of invitation as mantioned above

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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Mission

FennstraBe 31

D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax
030/6361198
To the

Zimbabwe Christian Council
c/o General Secretary

Harare - Zimbabwe

Berlin, den 17. September 1995

Dear Sir,

we are glad to hear, that Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo had been named form Zimbabwe as a
participants of the Celebration of the 150 Years' Jubilee of the Gossner Evenagelical
Lutheran Church of Chotanagpur and Assam in India. This church has been a result of the
work of missionaies from Gossner Mission in Germany since the 2nd November 1845. We
are glad, that the G.E.L. Church is now one of the biggest Lutheran Churches in India and
consists mainly of the Aboriginal People or Adivasi as they are called in India. We
appreciate, that reperesentatives of other churches or Regional Church Councils, with whom
Gossner Mission is in cooperation with different programmes are also sharing this
experience.

We include a Letter of Invitation for Mr. Colnard Mazvizvo from Gossner Mission along
with the guarantee to bear all the costs for the travel, which may help him to get a visa fro
India. We shall also arrange for a direct invitation form the G.E.L. church in Ranchi. If it
will be possible for people of Zimbabwe to get a Tourist Visa this would be the most
convenient and fastest way to get to India. There are two versions of the invitation: one with
a longer explanation about the realtionships between the different churches concerned. This
might be helpful in case you need something for your own government. The Indian
Government is not so much in favour of Christian Missions, therefore you might take the
shorter form to apply for a visa at the Indian Embassy. But you should handle the whole
application procedure according to your expereince.

Wishing you all the best, I remain with kind regards,

Yours in Christ, f;;if X 2
oy - ,\/\
[ &Y poF e o N
%r aé (B /&Y
IR 7 O ] .
. T2 T A,
Rev. Dieter Hecker 2y e

Director 4 It v‘,.‘.:

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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vr, Paul Singh

KSS uffice.

’ﬁ+ Churen Compound
RANCHI 834 001,

‘u: mr, Sangh,
greatinges.

The Gossnez Mission 4in Beziin naa paen in comminic@tion with me @&pout the

seminer to be nm.id an conjunction witn tha * 150 jears completion of the GELC

an tne Chotanagpur agea.

My Sssignment 18 to share witn you ail soms ansights on the ampact of the New

Economic Pelicy on tne common person in our land, From the programme outline

Faxed to W8 yesterday it i{s cbeerved that someone is making an input on the

Socio=Poiditical satustdon un Chotansgpur 4 1t would welp me 1. .y preparstion {f &

py of this paper is shersd with me in advance .Kindly thersfore Fax tnis paper to me

$Pe socon &s possibie,

1 wiii h!ufilvilling to Kanchi vis Jamgnedpur, reacning Tata by the Mowrsh Mail
.n tne '1‘_%‘1213 morning and from tnere teking & bus to nencni, Se | enousda

reach nancha by breakfast time on tne 16th. Oct,

4 will ieave Ranchi on tne 220ct. (22) , I understend tnat trom wénchi tnere

ie & posch which is sttacned ta the Howzah Karle sxprese. PLeasgs book wme on that

coscn , Sny ela@ss , nencna to nedpur. Age. 48Y¥rs,

Tnas wiil be my figes vieit to Hemchi &nd I &m Locking forward to the seme,

G

Your

Tnis comes witn best wisnes to you.

sincerely,
D1
RAJAN QuNGH

CoCa NBY, Ursuls Hecksr, Slcrctl§§

A
| \ f\‘-( 'I")u |.'-‘.'.b MKP‘\.\‘,i
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RG-S 224308
_ N ka, Zambia
26.5€9.139)
All correspondence to be addressed to
The General Secretary, Tel: 224308 Erledigt:.....
Your Ref:
Our Ref:

September 13th, 1995

. Rev Ursula Hecker
Gossner Mission
Fennstrabe 31
D- 12439
Berlin
GERMANY

Dear Rev Hecker

Re: Invitation to the 150 Year's Jubilee of the Gossner
Evangelical Lutheran Church in October/November

Thank you for your fax message of September 11th, 1995 on the
above subject.

Regrettably Rev Bredt is out of the country and therefore unable
to advice on how you should proceed with the travel arrangements
for the above mentioned trip.

. It does seem too much to spend 6 days travelling to and from
India and if it is okay with you, we could also try to see if we

can get her a reasonably cheap flight which is more direct from
here.

In the meantime, please await her decision regarding this trip.

Yours sincerely

-

W. K.'S8 OSYA
AMINISTRATIVE S

Chairman Vice Chairman General Secretary
Bishop C. Shaba Rev S. K. Banda Rev. V. Sampa - Bredt

T S N T I P
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© Gossner
"Mission
FennstraBe 31
D- 12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax
Rev. C.S.R. Topno
KSS 030/6361198
GEL Church Compound
Ranchi 834001
FAX: 0091 65 1300 716
7-9-19956

Dear Rev. Topno,

as far as I can see you will get now the official list of the
guests coming to Ranchi for the jubilee. Except of the group of
former workers in Ranchi, who have special wishes for the
program, the guests are in your hand. I only would like that all
Anchals are considered for the visits of the German guests and
that all may get experiences with villages also. Please book
accommodations for them in Ranchi. They all will bear the
expences.

The two ladies have arrived safely. I hope they are not too much
shocked about our German life.

I was shocked that Mrs. Horo doesn’t speak English. This is very
difficult for the program here. So for the next programs you must
send people who know English, as a Hindi speaker in Gossner
Mission will not be available any more. Sorry to say that.

We have asked Rev. Borutta for an article in your Jubilee
Souvenir. He had to decline this request, since he is not able
to write such a contribution due to his age. So you will have to
do without that.

Right at the moment we are in a great hectic. So I am happy to
come to India alway from this time schedule.

Yishu Sahay

éwé’-a— éaé_r*

(Ursula Hecker)

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 100602 37 Konto 139300



There are different groups, one group mostly of former fraternal
workers in Gossner Church:

Ilse Martin
Ursula von Lingen-Senda
Katharina Sinram
Franziska Schultz
Marlies Griindler
Johann Jannssen
Adelheid Jannssen
Bettina Rohwedder
Magdalena Straube
Hiltrud Zoll
Wilhelm Schultz

30.10. Arrival in Ranchi

21 10=211: Jubilee - it is your decision, where
want the guests

3.%1. Takarna/Khuntitoli
nighthalt in Khintitoli

d.1%, journey to Amgaon

Beld Amgaon

6:11. Amgaon

Talil journey to Bhubaneshwar

' e 1 s Bhubaneshwar, night train to Calcutta

2 Jes: 1 T Calcutta

1011, flight to Delhi

11.11., return to Delhi

For this group it would be nice if you could arrange for a bus
from Ranchi to Bhubaneshwar. The guests will bear the expenses.

The group for the seminar, arrival in Ranchi 12th of Oct.,
departure in Ranchi, 3rd of Nov.:

Ursula Hecker
Bernd Krause

Uwe Wiemann
Claudia Schwartz

We are participants of the seminar. It would be good if we could
visit some initiatives or social groups and a remote village
after the seminar. Dr. Singh may be helpful in organizing this.




The more official guests:

Ingrid Borns Scharf from Gossner Mission Mainz, 23.10. - 3.11.
Harald Lehmann, official guest from the Church of Westfalen,
80.10,==_.10.%31.

Volker Jiirgens, official guest of Hannover, 26.10. - 8.11.
Klaus Wesner, official guest of Lippe, 23.10. - 3.11.

Dr. Gilinter Krusche, official guest of Berlin-Brandenburg and
president of Gossner Curatorium, 23.10. - 3.11.

Dieter Hecker, Director of Gossner Mission, 23.10. - 11.11.

For these official guests you could arrange a program as you
think it is adequate. There are people among them who haven't
been to India before. I would suggest that the different Anchals
will be considered.

If you separate the group and my husband cannot accompany them
please guarantee that somebody who knows English well is
accompanying them.

Leif Lehmann is a 15 year old boy, he may accompany his father
Margret Krusche and

Kédthe Schiilzgen must have a lighter program around Ranchi. As
these two ladies don't know much English it would be good if Mrs.
Daisy Kongari could accompany them.




Gossner
~ Mission

Fennstral3e 31

D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax
030/6361198
North Western G.E.L. Church
Rt. Rev, Dr. Nirmal Minz
Main Road
_. Ranchi 834001
7-9-1995

Dear Nirmal,

greetings to you and your family in the Name of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. We have received your invitation to the celebration of
the 150 years Jubilee of the Advent of the Gospel in Chotanagpur
on November 2nd 1995 at Ranchi.

If the program of the Jubilee festival of the GELC gives us time
we are willing to follow your kind invitation. I am extremely
sorry that you can’t celebrate this great event together with the
KSS-side.

Coming from Nepal and Delhi Ursel and mvself will stay at Ranchi
from October 29th till November 3rd. Arrival at Ranchi 10.10 a.m.
. and departure on November 3rd at 10.55 a.m.

May the Jubilee festival be celebrated in peace and brotherhood
and may God bless His Church in India.

Yishu Sahay, always sincerely ,6urs

Hans und Ursel Grothaus

- I / Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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Gossner
"Mission

FennstraBe 31

D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax
Ly 030/6361198

Bishop Dr. Nirmal Minz
North West G.E.L. Church
Main Road - G.E.L. Church Compound

Ranchi 834 001 - India

Berlin, August 29, 1995

Dear Bishop Dr. Minz,

sorry that I didn’t reply your fax earlier. But I was out of station quite some
time and I did wait for news from Chotanagpur concerning the progress of the
unification of the Gossner Church.

Indeed we were considering openly to write Rev. Topno and you to the
celebration of the 150th anniversary of Gossner Church during the Kuratorium
in October. This invitation was meant seriously and we were already talking
about in the IndienausschuB. But the basis of this invitation (and I said so
in Ranchi) was that the unification is brought to a close or is in good
progress, if time was short. We thought it would be fair to have you both in
Germany - not only for the celebrations but also for the first talks together
about your ideas of the coming relationship between the different dioceses and
Gossner Mission and the German churches.

Now the situation seems to be different, our assumption seems to be wrong.
As far as we have any news, the shortage of time doesn’t seem to be the
reason that the unification will not be achieved till the jubilee and even the
joint jubilee celebrations seem to be cancelled. You can imagine that at this
stage we are not in a position to invite you both, because we are convinced
that this will create tensions which wouldn’t help to a further understanding.
You will know that people here are very disappionted and somewhat impatient.

Also for us it seems that in the relationship new ways have to be thought of.
We just cannot console people indefinitely that unification may be possible and
give them hope and at the end we say sorry, we had been wrong. All your
prayers, all your thoughts, all your hope had been in vain. People here are
concerned about the people of the Gossner Church. But this concern cannot
be stressed infinitely.

We will do what is in our responsibility. We don’t know what happened and we
don’t know what is the state of affairs. So it might be better to get reliable
informations first what the present situation is like and then think about the
coming relationship. We are looking forward to talk about this in India.

I am happy to know from Dr. Singh that at least the seminar from the 17th-
21st of October will be a joint seminar. It would have been very sad if this
would not have been possible. Needless to say that my husbund and I feel

w 1l -

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 100602 37 Konto 139300



very sorry. Somehow personally we always felt in an ambiguous position. And
this time we had quite a bit of optimism that an understanding could be
achieved - because we still believe in the unity of the spirit and it’s working
among us even if there are understandable reasons and feelings for division.

We regret that we cannot invite you this time now. This is not because we do
not want to have you here, but because we do not want to act without
knowing all the implications. I hope you can understand this a little.

We have to think about the future relationship of the German people and the
Christians of Chotanagpur, because the difficulties here are also growing. As
we understand the door for future negotiations has not been closed
altogether. Therefore we look forward, that after the jubilee, the talks will be
resumed without the pressure of time of the elections like in 1995. Please be
sure, that we do hope and pray for this further development.

I am very sorry that I had to write all this. Give our best regards to your
family.

Yours sincerely

Rev. Ursula Hecker
India Desk



29 August, 1995 {Eingegangen

- 8. Sen, 1995
Rev. C. S. Topno § €cledigt:................ |
UELCI
1 First Str.
(hddows Roed United Mission to Nepal
Madras 600006 o s e S ermsanen
INDIA

Dear Rev, Topno,

| understand that on 2 November 1995 you will be celebrating the 150 years

jubilee of the arrival of the first missionaries from Berlin at Ranchi. On this
occasion | would like to extend to you from United Mission to Nepal warmest

€hristian. greetings and congratulations and thanks to God for this century
and half of witness and service.

| am pleased that Dorothea Friederici, Personnel Director of United Mission to
Nepal, will be able to be with you during the celebration and | am asking her to
bring you this official greeting from UMN.

| am also grateful that we now have an official connection since the United
Evangelical Lutheran Church of India has become a member body of UMN. | look
forward to further cooperation with you.

Be assured of our prayers and best wishes during the time of your celebration
and also, as you build on such along and significant history, to plan your
witness and service for the kingdom of God as you move into the twenty first
century.

Yours in

¢ Edgar Metzler
Executive Director

(personally dictated but not personally signed)
EM/krs

cc:  Dieter Hecker
Director, Gossner Mission

Dorothea Friederici
Personnel Director, UMN

PO Bax 126, Kathmandu, Nepal. Tel (977 1) 228118, 228060. Fax 225559. Telex 2315 UMNEPA.




Dieter und Ursula Hecker St. Petersburg, 3rd August 1995

To the G.E.L. Church Ranchi:
The Pramukh Adhyaksh Anchal, the Director B.E.L., the Adhyaksh S.E.-Anchal, the llaka Chairman
of Burju llaka and the members of Burju Congregation of G.E. L. Church

Dear Rev. C.S.R. Topno, dear Dr. Paul Singh, dear Rev. M. Barjo, dear Rev. J. Topno, dear members
of the Burju Congregation,

we are just on a short 10 days’ holiday at Sankt Petersburg in Russia, a city with dozens o
palaces, museums an cathedrals. The churches and cathedrals are mostly in other use since the
time of the Communist Government. Only slowly the Churches get them back for worship. As an
example we send you two postcard of the Lutheran St. Peter's Church, which looks very normal
from outside, but inside a swimming pool had been installed, which they are just now
reconstructing by making a fresh floor, putting benches and an altar again. Meanwhile the Lutheran
congregation is having its services at St. Anna's Church, which has been transformed to a cinema
hall and is only leased on Sunday morning for church services. Outside it also looks like a normal
church. But the congregation is growing. They are using both Russian and German language for
worship. Each Sunday they close with the famous hymn in German language written by Father
Gossner: ,Segne and behte” (Bless and keep us now).

We have not only visited the Lutheran congregation, but also the church, in which Father Gossner
was preaching from 1820 to 1824, the so called Malthesian Chapel with about 400 places within
the premises of the palace Woronzow. At present this whole Compound is a military Academy and
thus normally closed to the public. This church had also been used for other purposes, but is at
present restored into its original shape as a church b< the military authorities. It is a very
impressive building in the so called classical style with big marble columns and a nicely painted
ceiling. We have made some photos and shall send them to you along with the original letter.

We were just thinking, it would be a good idea at the occasion of the jubilee, if the G.E.L. Church
as a whole, but also specially the congregation of Burju could send a letter on the occasion of the
Jubilee to the Lutheran Congregation of St. Petersburg in commemoration of the special
relationships betwenn these two places. As far as we know, Burju was first called Patrasburj and
the finances for the foundation came also from there. We we just trying to find out, who was
responsible for that support. It seems, that Rev. Hermann Dalton, who was the pastor of the
Reformed Church in St. Petersburg in the later part of the 19th century and who wrote a famous
biography of Gossner was the contact person there.

The address of the Lutheran congregation in St. Petersburg is:

Lutheran Church in Russia and other States (ELCROS), Congregation St. Petersburg

c/o Rev. Heinz Kitzka, Newski Prospekt 22 -24, 191 186 St. Petersburg - Russia.

Fax: 007-812-3102665.

Actually since the letters will take a long time, it is advisable to send any message ba fax first,
which has a quite good connection, o r send the fax through us. In any case we would appreciate
to get a copy of any such message.

We wish you all the best for the jubilee preparations. With kind regards and a warm Yishu Sahay
we remain,

Yours sincerely,

Dieter and Ursula Hecker




PADAGOGISCHES INSTITUT
DER EVANGELISCHEN KIRCHE VON WESTFALEN

DOZENT HARALD LEHMANN
&
= Pidagogisches Institut - Postfach 5020 - 58225 Schwerte |
Fran privat:
Ursula Hecker In der Rohde 19
- Gossner Mission - 44869 Bochum
Fennstr. 31 02327/71661
12439 Berlin
e ]
Ihr Zeichen Ihre Nachricht vom Unser Zecichen Datum Telefon Durchwahl
Le/Pf 14.07.95 (02304 ) 755 . 168
Liebe Frau Hecker,

das ausgiebige Gesprich in Ascheberg am Freitag hat bei mir die Vorfreude auf die Indienreise er-
heblich gesteigert. Die Biicher aus IThrem Privatbesitz schicke ich mit Dank zuriick. ,, Trittsteine im
FluB*“ von Willibald Jacob habe ich mir iiber den Buchhandel bestellt und das Buch iiber die Goss-
ner-Kirche von Hans Lokies kopiert.

Ich habe mir notiert, daB8 der Flug wahrscheinlich mit Swiss Air ab Diisseldorf iiber Ziirich gehen
wird (Abflug 28.10/Riickkehr 11.11.). Von Neu Delhi geht es sofort oder am folgenden Tag weiter
nach Ranchi. Fiir das Visum werden Sie mir rechtzeitig Antragsformulare zuleiten, die ich Ihnen

zusammen mit den Péssen zuriickschicke. O 20.2.9C Verclralt. Wee

Gestern habe ich mit OKR Dr. Beyer iiber ein Gastgeschenk der EKvW gesprochen, er wird mir wie
erbeten ein Abendmahlsgeschirr mitgeben.

Nochmals Dank fiir all Thre Miihen
und herzliche Griifle

B (L

X ifln-:" %k/.{_ t{(/e( s

Hausadresse : Bankverbindung: Evangelische Gleitende Arbeitszeit! Sic erreichen uns
Iserlohner Strafie 25 Darlehnsgenossenschaft vormittags
58239 Schwerte Miinster Montag - Freitag 8:30 - 12:00 Uhr
Telefon: (02304 ) 755 - 0 Bankleitzahl : 400 601 04 nachmitta

Telefax: ( 02304 ) 755 - 247 Kontonummer ; 30 001 Montag - &nncrs:ag 13:00 - 16:00 Uhr




The Rt. Rev. Dr. A. George Ninan Bishop's House

Bishop of Nasik Outram Road, Tarakpur
Ahmednagar 414001, Maharashtra, India

Tel: 0241/26746
26th June 95,
Attn. Rev.,Delter Hecker

Rev.Ursula Hecker,.

Gossner Mission,
FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin. Fax-=No. 51 30 6361198

Dear friends,

Thank you for your fax regarding the seminar at

Ranchi in October 17-20, 95, I will be happy to
accept the invitation to make a presentation on

"Social Responsibility of the Church" on 19th

October, I have to leave for Bangladesh on 20th
October. Please send me details of the seminar.

With all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,
+ C ﬁ’g & Hk_'\(‘m‘,_

Rt .,Rev,Dr.George Ninan
Bishop of Nasik

GN/BJ




P.O. Box 30315

Tel: 229551

Telex: 45160 CHRIST
Fax: 224308
Lusaka, Zambia

-' & THE CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF ZAMBIA
N

All correspondence to be addressed to
The General Secretary, Tel: 224308

Your Ref:
Our Ref:
April 5th, 1995

Rev Dieter Hecker
Gossner Mission
Fennstrabe 31

. D-12439
Berlin
GERMANY

Dear Rev Hecker

RE: INVITATION FOR THE 150 YEARS' JUBILEE OF THE GOSSNER
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 1995

Thank you for your letter dated 24 March, 1995 which was hand
delivered to us by Aloisia Shittematler.

I am very grateful for the invitation extended to me to attend
the 150 years jubilee of the Gossner Evangelical Church from
October/November, 1995.

Looking at the length of duration involved, it appears that I
would only be able to attend part of the jubilee, say from 17th
to 23rd or from 31st to the 2nd November. Kindly advise me which
. part you may feel would be most suitable for me to contribute to.

Thanking you once more for the invitation and looking forward to
hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

V- Lvedhe

REV V SAMPA BREDT
GENERAL SECRETARY

C.C. Rev Ursula Hecker”
India Desk

hairm Vice Chairman General Secretary
BisEop C. S.:aba Rev S. K. Banda Rev. V. Sampa - Bredt
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4 Gossner
W W Mission

/(f FennstraBe 31

D-12439 Berlin

Telefon

3

)é 030/6317809
Telefax

< e

030/636 11 88

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

To

Rev. Mrs. Violet Sampa-Bredt
General Secretary CCZ
Christian Council of Zambia
Cairo Road - Post Box
Lusaka - Zambia

Berlin, 24 March 1995

" . Ref.: Invitation for the 150 years’ jubilee of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in

e 1

October/ November 1995
Dear Rev. Sampa-Bredt,

as we told you already during your visit to Germany and at Rev. Dieter Hecker's visit to
Zambia, we would like to invite you as a representative of the Christian Council of Zambia to
participate in the celebrations of the 150 years’ jubilee of the G.E.L. Church in India. The
jubilee celebrations are from the 31st of October to the 2nd of November 1995. There is
however a Seminar with Ecumenical participation on the problem of social awareness in the
church and the social responsibility of the G.E.L. Church for the rapidly changing Society of
the industrial belt of Chotanagpur, the main and central area of this church. this seminar will
take place from the 17th to the 23rd of October 1995 and the G.E.L. Church has also invited

parﬂcbaqu from Germany and Nepal.
We wouid appreciate very much, if representatives of different churches and church

q&,-,_omqma. 20, whom Gossner Mission had working relationships could come, participate
and

E il po i ith
i I.

up.rhmu of their own context. So the celebrations will not be without

but the jubilee will be an occasion for a critical evaluation of the work in the

past and' give new perspectives for the future. In this respect we would appreciate your

» since Christians in Zambia have had special experiences as a majority religion

and you o studied and dlscussed the role of the International Economical Order and its

effects on the position of women much more extensively than the G.E.L. Church has done

so far. Therefore we would look forward to your contribution to this seminar. We shall send

you a detailed program by about July or August. We would naturally bear the costs for your
travel stay in India as part of the seminar.

ope, that the conflicts you had with the government could be sorted out and the CCZ
will oomﬁue to raise its voice whenever necessary. Looking forward for a positive reply to this
invitation we remain with all good wishes and kind regards,

ours lricgrely' e |
Yﬁ(’j‘—@' oéa&q_s— &Wc(/_q, @%fﬁ:f

Rev. Dieter Hecker Rev. Ursula Hecker
Director} India Desk

|

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300

{
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Lippische [~ [ andeskirche

Landeskirchenamt

Landeskirchenamt Postfach 21 53 32711 Detmold

e . i e Matthias Melchert

égsgi?er Mission ‘ Ein ° eos ngen gﬁ?cﬁ;[:% 976-857

FernstraBle 31 27.ke0 1495 K 241-4 Nr. 1899 (1.2) Me/kai
12439 Berlin Bitte bei jeder Antwort angeben!

Er}f.(ii.g.i—«-———-*""‘“"’_'- Datum: 23.02.1995

150jihriges Jubildium der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in Indien

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

Landeskirchenrat und Missionsrat haben iibereinstimmend beschlossen, Pfarrer Uwe Wiemann als
Delegierten der Lippischen Landeskirche zur 150-Jahr-Feier der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Indien vom 11. bis 30.10.1995 als Delegierten der Lippischen Landeskirche zu ent-

senden.
Wir bitten um Kenntnisnahme und weitere Veranlassung.

Mit freundlichen Griilen

v Hodudoasty

( Dr. Haarbeck )

Leopoldstrae 27 32756 Detmold  Tel. 05231/976-60 Fax 976-850  Telex 935674LKADTD
Sparkasse Detmold (BLZ 47650130) Konto 23184 Ev. Darlehnsgen. Miinster (BLZ 40060104) Konto 950702
Kemarbeitszeit: Montag - Donnerstag 8.30 - 12.30 Uhr, 14.00 - 16.00 Uhr; Freitag 8.30 - 12.30 Uhr
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M Gossner
W W Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Gossner Mission Fennstra3e 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809

= Telefax
To

Rev. CSR Topno L

KSS Office 030/6361198
GEL Church Comp.
Ranchi 34001
INDIA
January 23, 1995

Dear Rev. Topno,

it is late, but I hope not too late. Here is my message for your jubilee edition. Hope you are
alright. Yishu Sahay.

Yours,

Rev. Ursula Hecker
Secretary for India

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

150 years is a long time to look back, but not too long not to feel concerned anymore with
this history. God’s grace and mercy has accompanied you through all these decades. He has
guided you through hopeful and challenging events but also protected and saved you in
dangerous and frustrating situations.

Gossner Mission is connected with you and your history in solidarity and with affection. We
are happy to celebrate this jubilee with all of you and we are one in our prayer that God
may have mercy with the world and give us strength to be united in solving the difficult
tasks for the future of a world in humanity and peace.

We Christians have the promise and the task to be the light of the world - and there is still
so much darkness around us. 1t is not enough to look back thankfully. Through this jubilee
you in the Gossner Church and we in Gossner Mission shall be strengthened to work for the
coming of His kingdom also in future.

|

Rev. Ursula Hecker
Secretary for India

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300




M Gossner

" 7 Mission
FennstraBe 31
D- 12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
r Telefax
Gurukul Lutheran Theological College
& Research Institute PR
attn Rev. Dr. M. Bage 030/6361198

94, Purasawalkam High Road
Kilpauk, MADRAS-600 010

January 20, 1995

Dear Dr. Bage,

we hope you have started the new year in good health and with a lot of good ideas and
energy. We wish you and your wife God’s blessings that you may be able to continue to
work for the good of His kingdom.

You can imagine that Gossner friends are excited about the result of the peacetalks and we
really pray that this time the solution will be definite and really for the benefit of all people.
It needs people like you who have the wisdom of experience and the freedom from own
interests to promote the idea of the new church.

No matter how the work with a new constitution will go on we trust that the jubilee will be
a jubilee in unity. We in Germany are also starting preparations. We want to edit a special
issue of our magazine - larger and with more articles than usual. And we want to ask you to
write an article of two DIN A4 pages about the Gossner Church today. 1 will send you also
an outline of the whole magazine then you can see what other articles are planned.

We would like to request you also to mention the split, because we from the German side
don’t want to write about it, it might create unnecessary tensions. And we trust that you are
fair enough to write about it objectively as far as possible.

Now there is a problem maybe, we need this article as soon as possible and as lively as
possible. It should not be a magazine for academic reasons, but for the benefit of the
congregations. If you could send us a copy till the 5th of March we would be much obliged.

As far as I know, Dr. Roeber will also visit Madras in the beginning of March. Maybe you
could give it to him.

It would be nice if you acknowledge this letter that we know you are ready to write this
article. Thank you very much!

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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My husband is in Zambia right at the moment. At Christmastime Mr. Dang and Mr.
Kispotta had been in Berlin, it seems that both have been adjusted now and that they really
get a broader view of the world, but still sticking to their good principles and their
traditions.

Please give my best regards to your wife and all the students of GELC in Madras. Hoping
to hear from you soon I remain

Y ours _sincerely,

=D celce é)é‘é P,
Rev. Ursula Hecker
Secretary for India




Prof, Dr. Hans Grothaus

Norderlueck 28

D- 24943 FLENSBURG 16. 01. 1995
Germany

To the Pramukh Adhyaksh of GELC
Rev. C.S. R. Topno
GELC Church Compound - KSS Office
RANCHI/BIHAR

INDIA

Dear brother Topno,

following your request I like to send you my sincere greetings and a message for your jubilee-
souvenir. It was a wonderful experience to attend the last meeting of the Restructure and Drafting
Comittee , GELC and NW GELC at Madras Nov. 25.- 27. 1994 . I really hope that you will
proceed in fixing the new constitution. In case you can reach the unification in time and celebrate
the final Jubilee-celebration as one reunified GELC 1 will be happy to follow your invitation to
attend the final celebration together with my wife.

With many thanks and prayerful wishes, _ -
yours sincerely -"ﬁ/é-«m v },/,,.:'{ haiag

Dear sisters and brethren in the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church,

At your 150. Aniver my prayers and sympathizing thoughts are with all of you and |
like to express my i:?mgs with some sentences of St. Paul 1. Korinthians 1,4 -9 :

‘| give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of God which was given you in
Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him with all speech and all

know - even as the testimony to Christ was confirmed amoni you - so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; who
will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

g%i :‘s faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our

In these 150 years you really have experienced Gods grace who has guided and blessed
mevon in time of war and inner conflicts.

seed which was spread out by German missionaries and by your own evangelistic
efforts has brought manyfopid fruits. But it also has been a time in which we followed
our own ideas seperating from one another and not practising Gods love and will. For
this we have to repent and to ask for Gods mercy and forgiveness.
But "God is faithful" as St Paul says and we trust in Him that He will give us a new chance
to live in peace in order to testify Gods mercy and love. May God help us , Gossner
Mission as well as the one reunified Gossner Church, to practice brotherhood and to
proclmaim the Good News that God has become flesh in Jesus Christ in oder to save the
WO!

Let us praise God and celebrate this wonderful event of 150. Aniversery with exceeding
joy and gladness and may God bless you in the years to come.

Always your brother in Christ

%W /l/w’ﬂ! one)




Gossner Mission

HandjerystraBe 19-20

1000 Berlin 41 (Friedenau)
Telex: 186 655 binmw d
Telegramme: Weltmission Berlin

Gossner Mission - HandjerystraBe 19-20 + 1000 Berlin 41 (Friedenau)

Telefon: (030) 850004 - 31

[ Indien -30
O Nepal -35
0 Zambia -32
0 Offentlichkeit -35
O Gemeindedienst -34
O Buchhaltung -33/78
O Zentrale (BMW) -0

Konten: Postgiro Berlin West, BLZ 100 100 10, Konto-Nr. 520 50- 100 - Berliner Bank, BLZ 100 200 00, Konto-Nr. 0407480700

Bank ldr Sozialwirtschaft, BLZ 100 205 00, Konto-Nr. 31168/00
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Einladungen zu den Jubildumsfeierlichkeiten 1995 in der Gossner

Kirche
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Rundbrief, am 23.1.95 verschickt an:

Helmuth Borutta, Schliiterstr. 6, 90480 Niirnberg
;’ Schwester Ilse Martin, Jenaer Str. 20, 10717 Berlin
Marianne und Hermann Kloss, Kommendebreite 28, 37081 Gottingen
_ Sewddar
;, Ursula von Linzen,(Phlllpp—v.-Heck—Str. 10, 72076 Tiibingen

Klaus Schwerk, Johannisberger Str. 28, 14197 Berlin Tzt . €21¢2

J{uAthﬁéh Albrecht Bruns, Pappelhof, 26842 Ostrhauderfehn-Potshausen

-? Monika Schutzka, Blumenstr. 1/1, 72072 Tiibingen
. Dr. theol. Thomas Dell, Zweifalltorweg 12, 64293 Darmstadt
7 Ansgar Kelber, Martin-Karcher-Str. 28, 68623 Lampertheim

Wolf-Dietrich Tomforde, Kolberger Str. 13, 26441 Jever

¢
t
S

¢ Helmut Hertel, Silcherstr. 9, 71638 Ludwigsburg }

Manfred Kmitta, Bergstr. 112, 76646 Bruchsal

am 26.].95: \

ggzbuéégf Maria und Eberhard Peusch, Waidmannstr. 6, 71083 Herrenberg
w» Marlies Griindler, Peter-Goessler-Str. 7, 72076 Tibingen
n
Dr. W. Rohwedder, Bachstr. 11, 74906 Bad Rappemau
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Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

Dienste in Obersee

Nikolaus-0tto-Str. 13
PF 10 03 40

70771 Leinfelden-Echterdingen

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

Gossner
Mission

Fennstrae 31
D-12439 Berlin

Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax

030/6361188

16.1.1995

In diesem Jahr finden in Indien Feierlichkeiten anldaBlich der
Grindung der Gossner Kirche in Indien vor 150 Jahren statt, zu

denen ehemalige
werden sollen.

Missionare und Mitarbeiter ilber DU eingeladen

Kénnten Sie uns bitte behilflich sein bei den Adressen folgender

Personen:

Peter Mittenhuber >
Horst Adomeit b
Volker GOtz
Wolf-Dietrich
Paul Rech
Bernhard Ruprecht
Dieter Dammer. ¢

Herzlichen Dank fiir Ihre Miihe.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen

_ Gossner Mission
9y, - EgnhnstraBe 31
Vi f(’(L" r{ 439 Berlin
(Weinert) '
Sekretirin flir das Indienreferat

X mlu M’.&"‘L.L-(C"
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Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300




IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
( Registered Under Socu:ucs Registration Act. XXI of I360}
Yide No. 273-J of 30-7-1921

GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Mr, U, Sanga

Rev. C.S.R. Topno K X e Shri J. S. Topno X% X ;
MR85, Th. Rev, S,K, Jojo B8.A(Hons)s ta mx‘xxxxcx Head Office :
Pramukh Adhysksh Up, Pramukh Adhysksh Secretary Trossurer ' £.8. 5. Ctfice

G. E. L. Church, Ranchi
Bihat/Indin; Phone 311513

(D |

4aNng ‘?

S O ‘ | 411.1994

2 7‘ !::3_:-! 1994 .......................
To
. Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche in Bayern | Erledige: |
Landesbischof Hermann von Loewenich "} 45 J

Most Rev. Bishop,

With exceeding joy and gladness, it is to say that the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran

Church in Chotanagpur and Assam was established on November 2, 1845 by four

German Missionaries sent by Father Johannes Evangelista Gossner from Berlin.

Now ist is going to complete by the Grace of God, 150 years. The Kendriya

Salahkari Sabha (the highest executive body of the Church) in consultation with its

Jubilee Committee took a decision to have a year long celebration of the sesqui -

centennial Jubilee begining on 2nd November 1994 and culminating on 2nd

November 1995.

During the one year period Jubilee celebrations will be held right from the Mandli

(Congregation) level to the Anchal (Diocese) level. The concluding and final

celebration will be held from 31. 10. 95 to 2. 11. 95 when people from other places

will also congregate here.

Requests have gone out to the Church functionaries at different levels to organise

functions befitting the occasion. They have also been told to fix up the dates in such

a manner, after due consultation with each other, that the celebrations are spread

~over covering the entire year.

. On our request, the Bible Society of India is bringing out a special edition of the
Hindi Bible tgcommemorate this occasion. We are also working on publishing a
Church history covering the period from 1845 to date. Work is going on in full swing
on this. And, of course, we will bring out a Sovenir in 1995 containing articles on

+ several matters connected with the Church and its activities.

It is our earnest request that you may kindly give your blessings on what we are
doing in connection with the Jubilee celebrations and graciously send your
message and also your passport photograph for inclusion in the Sovenir by 15th
January 1995.

Further, we extend our warmest invitation to you to make out time and participate
either personally or by your representative in the concluding and final Jubilee
celebrations from 31. 10. 95to 2. 11. 95.

We shall be highly obliged for a line of confirmation.
With kind regards ,

Yours Sln%\‘
(Rew ’7‘




EVANGELISCH-LUTHERISCHE LANDESKIRCHE HANNOVERS

DER LUTHERISCHE LANDESSUPERINTENDENT
FUR DEN SPRENGEL OSTFRIESLAND

Fernruf 04941-2672
Telefax 04941-3250
Postfach 1468

JULIANENBURGER STRASSE 23
26584 AURICH
am4. 11. 1994

Rev. C.S.R. Topno
Pramukh Adyaksh
K.S.S. Office
G.E.L.Church
Ranchi

Sehr verehrter Herr Pramukh Adyaksh, lieber Bruder Topno!

Nachdem ich am 3. November nach einem angenehmen Flug zu Hause angelangt
war, habe ich heute gleich die Briefe mit den Einladungen fertig geschrieben und
" an die sechs beteiligten Landeskirchen abgeschickt.
Es sind:
Evangelisch-Lutherische Landeskirche in Bayern
Landesbischof Hermann von Loewenich

Evangelische Kirche in Berlin-Brandenburg
Bischof Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Huber

Evangelisch-Lutherische Landeskirche Hannovers
Landesbischof D. Horst Hirschler

Evangelische Kirche in Hessen und Nassau
Kirchenprésident Prof. Dr. Peter Steinacker

Lippische Landeskirche
Landessuperintendent D. Dr. Ako Haarbeck

Evangelische Kirche in Westfalen
Prases D. Hans-Martin Linnemann

Ich lege als Muster den Brief an die Evangelisch-Lutherische Landeskirche in
Bayern bei.
In meinem Brief habe ich die Einladung noch einmal meinerseits warm empfohlen.




Far die von lhrer Kirche mir in den letzten Wochen erwiesene Gastfreundschaft
mdchte ich mich noch einmal herzlich bedanken. Ich habe in den Tagen in Ranchi
und New Delhi so viele Uberwaltigende Elndrucke erfahren daB ich noch gar nicht
fahig bin, sie alle zu ordnen.

Uber den Besuch werde ich noch lange nachdenken muassen. Eines ist mir aber
ganz klar: Ihre Kirche braucht die enge Verbindung zu anderen Kirchen, wie wir
die Verbindung zu lhrer Kirche brauchen. Darum sind wir als Glieder des einen
Leibes Jesu Christi aufeinander angewiesen. Ich winsche dem Jubilaumsjahr
darum weiterhin einen gesegneten Verlauf und bin stolz darauf, ein ganz klein
wenig an der Vorbereitung beteiligt gewesen zu sein.

GruBen Sie bitte alle Mitarbeiter und Mitglieder des K.S.S. herzlich von mir,
ebenso Rev. Dr. Singh!

Mit allen guten Wiinschen bin ich

lhr

il

(Volker Jargeng)
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“uT Wurle .
EVANGELISCH-LUTHERISCHE LANDESKIRCHE HANNOVERS

DER LUTHERISCHE LANDESSUPERINTENDENT
FUR DEN SPRENGEL OSTFRIESLAND

Fernruf 04941-2672
Telefax 04941-3250
Postfach 1468

JULIANENBURGER STRASSE 23
26584 AURICH
<am4.11. 1994

Sehr verehrter Herr Prases D. Linnemann !

Gestern bin ich von einem Besuch der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Chotanagpur and Assam zurlickgekehrt. Wahrend meines Besuches in Ranchi bei
dem derzeitigen Pramukh Adyaksh, Rev. C. S. R. Topno, sprachen wir tber die
Gestaltung des 150. Jubilaums der Gossnerkirche und Uber die Absicht Rev.
Topnos, die Leitenden Geistlichen der mit seiner Kirche besonders verbundenen
deutschen Kirchen einzuladen. Ich habe ihm die Eilbedurftigkeit einer solchen
Einladung eindringlich dargestellt. Angesichts der postalischen Verhaltnisse
besonders im Staate Bihar kamen wir Gberein, daB ich die Briefe Reverend Topnos
mit nach Deutschland nehmen und hier, mit einigermaBen korrekten Adressen
versehen, auf die Post geben geben sollte.
Darunter ist nun auch das diesem Brief anliegende Einladungsschreiben an Sie,
Bruder Linnemann. Ich schreibe nicht nur, um zu erklaren, wie ich in den Besitz der
Briefe gekommen bin, sondern auch, um der Einladung, wenn maoglich, ein wenig
mehr Dringlichkeit zu verleihen. Die Gossnerkirche ist nach meinem Eindruck auf
oekumenische Kontakte mehr denn je angewiesen. Eine der Gefahren, die der
.Kirche drohen, scheint mir die zu sein, zu einer bloBen Adivasikirche zu werden.
Sie muB eine Adivasikirche sein, weil sie zu mehr als 95% aus Angehdrigen
dieser nichtarischen und nichthinduistischen Vélker besteht, aber sie darf es nicht
nur sein, wenn sie als alteste christliche Kirche des Bereiches nicht zu einer
Kirche mit bloB lokaler Bedeutung verkommen soll. Ein Indiz fur die GroBe der
Gefahr scheint mir das Nachlassen der Englischkenntnisse unter den jingeren
Pfarrern zu sein. Da kann ein solches Jubildum eine Chance sein, die Kontakte
durch personliche Begegnung fester werden zu lassen. Im Ubrigen wird Ihnen die
Problematik durch S. em. Dr. von Stieglitz bekannt sein.

In der Hoffnung, daB Sie an dem Jubildum teilnehmen kénnen, bin ich mit
freundlichem GruB

(Jurgens)




Kirchenverwaltung der Evangelischen Kirche in Hessen und Nassau
64276 Darmstadt

Herrn
Landessuperintendent Jirgens
Julianerburger Str. 23

26584 Aurich

Gossner Evaiigelical Lutheran Church in Indien

Lieber Bruder Jurgens,

EVANGELISCHE KIRCHE
IN HESSEN UND NASSAU

KIRCHENVERWALTUNG

Pfarrer und Oberkirchenrat
Dr. Klaus-Martin Beckmann

Darmstadt, 23. November 1994

= 06151/405- 428
Aktenzeichen: 1586A-21 (B/Gln)

r‘,’r iuth, Landessuperintendent
iur cen Sprengsl Ostiriesiand

..........................

...............................

im Auftrag unseres Kirchenprasident Professor Steinacker bestétige ich |hr freundliches
Schreiben vom 4.11.1994 mit der beigeflgten Einladung der Gossner Kirche zu ihrem

150jahrigen Jubildum vom 31.10. bis 2.11.1995.

Wir kénnen von der EKHN aus an diesen Feierlichkeiten nicht teilnehmen, einmal weil wir
flr 1995 und fast dieselbe Zeit seit langem einen Besuch bei unseren Partnerkirchen in
Stdafrika und Namibia planen und zum anderen, weil wir keine einzige direkte Verbin-
dung von Gemeinden unserer Kirche zur Gossner Kirche in Indien m. W. haben. Unsere
Verbindung zur Gossner Mission ist sehr stark durch das Mainzer Zentrum bestimmit.

Mit freundlichen GrliBen

- auch von unserem Kirchneprésidenten Dr. Steinacker -

S

Allgemeiner Sprechtag Konten Hausanschrift (Lieferanschrift)
Dienstags, Evangelische Kreditgenossenschaft Frankfurt 4 100 000 (BLZ 500 605 00) Paulusplatz 1

telefonische Anmeldung Hessische Landesbank Darmstadt 5093 862 000 (BLZ 508 500 49) 64285 Darmstadt
emplehlenswert, Postgiroamt Frankfurt 58 36-607 (BLZ 500 100 60) Telefon (0 6151) 405-0

Telefax (06151) 405-440




EVANGELISCHE KIRCHE IN BERLIN-BRANDENBURG
BISCHOF DR. WOLFGANG HUBER

Der Bischof der Evangelischen Kirche Neue GranstraBe19-22 Berlin,den 1. Dez. 1994
in Berlin-Brandenburg 10179 Berlin \
5 Telefon: (030) 27802-0
??rm Landessuperintendent Bhsrchuai (096} 27802260
urgens Telefax: 2791155

Julianenburger Stralle 23
o 1362/94
26584 Aurich .

(Bei Antwort bitte angeben)

:;ler luth. Landessuperintendent
tdr den Sprengel Osifriesland

Tgb.-Nr. /é??‘.
. Singang am ..02..42. 9% ... //2

Lieber Bruder Jirgens!

Haben Sie herzlichen Dank fiur Ihren Brief vom 4. November 1994. Er hat mich
zusatzlich veranlallt, die Maoglichkeit einer Reise nach Indien sehr ernsthaft zu
prifen. Leider ist die Terminkollision mit wichtigen landeskirchlichen Veranstaltungen
zum Reformationstag nicht behebbar. Deshalb muBl ich den Besuch bei der
Gossnerkirche auf eine andere Gelegenheit verschieben.

Ich wollte Ihnen dies direkt mitteilen, weil mir |hr Brief die Dringlichkeit einer Reise
besonders deutlich gemacht hatte. Aber verschiedene Umstdnde machen mich zu
. diesem Zeitpunkt hier unabk6mmilich.

Es grult Sie mit herzlichem Dank
Ihr

_W%’mf\



-!""L.

Phone : 311314
& Fax :0091-651-3009 79
NORTH WESTERN

. BGOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

MAIN ROAD, RANCHI-834001 INDIA

Bishop : Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minz Secretary : Shri Dhiraj Lakra
Asstt. Bishop (Elect)) : Rev. N. Lakra Treasurer : Shri S. K. Toppo
Arch Deacon : Rev. B. K. Toppo

8 pet we 519/93-94/F 169 o 15/03/94
~ Ref., M’_mf_____,g SR E (s 717 QOO oo SOICE
To, LE
Loste ersted
Rev.D.Hecker 7 e ‘?;/ Elnqendi-}QEI {
= o il L W
Director 2 /VM?
Gossner Mission, ) Aeenth '5;“;"7; } 25. Mar 1994
Fenn STR,31,0-1190, 2. 4| e
Berlin, Germany. Py rorrr“ih_ e
@ ) P AT
Subject:- 150 years Jubilee Celebration, 5?‘
'L?' Respected Rev.Hecker,
Yisusahay,
biss 4 350 Almost six months have elapsed I did not hear any news about

my letter with regard to the above mentioned subject. May I
once again remind you to kindly refer to my previous letter
dated 28th July'93. Ph this letter I had requested you to
kindly send the photos of the Missionaries who came from
Germany to India in the Gossner Church, and especially in
. Chhotanagpur, right from the first Missionaries sent by Father
Gossner. Of course,this task is not an easy one, as you have
most busy schedule. Yet may I request you to kindly help me to
§ B 1appr'ach ﬁhe persons concerned who can send the photos of the
=5 g S yOu ‘ pute some persons from
our of £ do th _“time is passing very fast,
we need the photoé-for the souveni by October 1994, We also
need the following information:=-

Conts o4 v 2/~
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CONTINUATION BHEET

1, From-which place of Germany did they come ?,

‘2. lWihén did they come ?.
3. Where did they work ?. and
4, How long did they stay ?.

‘ What ever the sources do you have, either thrbugh Library or
persons concerned kindly do the needful and eblige.

Looking forwardftglpfai_from you soen.

= ‘1‘

”'TIA.HéphﬁrEﬂéter to you; your colleagues and your family

members.

v With Love and ErayeXy,

g S
rours for Mis cerv:u:e

((Rev. B. K. Toppo )
Arch Deacon,

e RS . :
.-___é;;;- - “NWGEL. Church,3anchi. 8
5 58 e BN T 7, o
CB tof=". o8

| Bishop'mr.w.winz,.ﬁnchi.

2. Secretary,Mrebhiraj.La krajyRanchi.
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Rev.C.5.R. Topno, Shri A.P.Purty,

Chairman, Secretary,
Jubilee Samity. Jubilee Samity.
Ref: KSS/JS-95- 1. *  Dated 20~7-1993.

From

Shri A.P.Purty,
Secretary, :
150 Yrs.Jubilee Samity,
K.5.5. Office,Ranchi.

To
All Anchal Adkyakshas.

Dear Sir,
- Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

You are aware that the 150 Yrs. Jubilee Samity has been
functioning for sometime. OSome preliminary work has been done.
The plan which was drawn by the Jubilee Samity for the celebration

of the Jubilee was submitted to the K.S.S5. in its last meeting.
While genErally approving the plan of the Samity the K.S.o. had
cdecided that to meet the expenses of the Jubilee at the central
level donations should be collected from each family of the

entire Church, at the rate of Rs.20/- per family in the Rural

area and Hs.l100/- per family in the Urban area. The amounts indi-
cated are the minimum that a family is expected to contribute.
Those who are in a position to contribute more than the above
amounts should be requested to contribute larger amounts also

In order that the collection of donation is done in a
systematic manner the Jubilee Samity has got printec two sets of
Receipts Books (containing 50 pages and 25 pages with duplicates
so that carbon copies of the receipts rémain in the Books).

We have done an exercise here on the pasis of whatever
data is available in the K.S5.5.C0ffice in the Census Forms submi-
tted by you, as regards number of jiandalies/Parishes/Elakas and
the number of families in those units. We have taken into
account these figures while determining the number of Receipt
Books that you would require in collecting donations. For the
mandalies having less than 25 families, the ileceipt Books having
25 pages may be used, while for larger Mandalies 50 pages Receipt
Books may be used.

OQur calculation of your requirement of the Receipt Books
may not be accurate and for sume areas you may need more Receipts
Books while doing the actual collection work. In that case you
may ask for more Receipt Books from us. But you and the Elaka
Chairman must first make sure that there is actual requirement
~of more Receipt Books.

You are requested to make over the heceipt Books as per
the number indicated in the attached list to the Elaka Chairman
concerned after obtaining rece.pt for the same from them. It will
be advisable that you maintain a small register for this purpose
where the number of neceipt Books serial number of the receipts
should be mentioned. s5Similarly the Elaka Chairman also should
maintain register in which they should make entry of the serial
number of the receipts while supplying the Receipt Books to the

Page - 2.
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- -to _the collectors and obtain receipts from them in the registers.
In this way a particuler collector can be made responsible for the
collections made by him through the ieceipt Sooks used by him and
that he deposits the collected amount with the Elaka Chairman/
Treasurer, who im turn will deposit the amount with the K.S.4.
Treasurer. (he Ranchi Headquarters Congregation collectors
should deposit the collected amount direct to the K.S.S.Treasurer.

The Elaka Chairman/Treasurer or the collectors while
depositing the collected amount must 2lso deposit the used up
Receipt Books with the K.S.S.Treasurer and obtain receipts for
it from him.

As many of the Schemes/work are to be started immediately
so that they may be completed before the actuzal celebrations
begin it is very necessary that the collections are made and the
amounts deposited with the K.5.5.Trecs. rer finally by Sist
October, 1993. Part collections may be deposited even before
that date, which will be much appreciated, as the Jubilee Samity
has no funds of its own at present.

You are requested to distribute the Heceipt Books among .
the Elaka Chairman quickly and also request that they in turn
distribute the Receipt Books to the different mandalies in their
areas quickly. You should also explainthe procedure of collec-
tion ad deposit of the collected money to the Elaka Chairman and
through them to the other persons engaged in this work.

An appeal directed to the entire Church has been got
printed and is being supplied to you along with this letter in
sufficient number so that 2 = 3 printed appeals may be distributed
in each Mandali. This will facilitate in making each member of
the Church aware about the important features of the Jubilee
celebration and most importantly that individual participation of
each Church member in the celebration is very essential. The
appeal will be printed in the August, 1993 issue of 'GHARBANDHU'
which the members may also see. The appeal may also be read out
in the Churches during Sunday Services.

Sd/- A.P.Purty Q‘_
Secretary, ;
150 Yrs.Jubilee Committee.

Copy forwarded to Pramukh Adhyaksh Rev. C.S.K.Topno for
information.

Sd/~ A.P.Pufty.
Secretary
150 Yrs. Jubilee Lommlttee.

Copy forwarded to All Elaka Chairmen/Pastor.in-charge
Headquarters Congregation,Ranchi for intormation and necessary
action. They are requested to b obtain the Receipt Bocks as
well as the pamphlets from their Anchal Adhyaksha and proceed
with the work of explaining the programme of the Jubileecclebro-
tion and collect donations from all families in their jurisdiction
through the usual collecting agencies. They should complete the
collection of donations quickly and deposit the collected amount
with the K.5.5. Treasuree before 31st OLTUBER, 1993.

ot~ Ol
® ( A.P. PURTY )
SLCRETARY,

150 YRS. JUBILEE CUMMITTEE

------




} Phone : 311314

Fax :0091-6561-3009 79
NORTH WESTERN
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

MAIN ROAD, RANCHI -834 001 INDIA

Bishop : Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minz Secretary : Shri Dhiraj Lakra
Asstt. Bishop (Elect.) : Rev. N. Lakra Treasurer : Shri S. K. Toppo
Arch Deacon : Rev. B, K. Toppo

Date .. 28/04/94 o4

To, )
d
ev.D.Hecker Q/fé ~ d 2 %

Director,

Gossner Mission,

Fenn STR 31,0-1190,
. Berlin, Germany.

Subject:- 150 Years Jubilee Celebration
Respected Rev.Hecker,

Yisusahay,

Let me extend my sincere and hearty Thanks to
you and your staff for sending me the list of Gossner Missionaries
| in Chotanagpur, right from the first missionaries up to the last.
Kindly convey my special christian greetings and thanks to Rev.
Martin Seeberg who labouriously compiled the list of the Mission-

/ aries.

Once again I request you, if possible,to kindly
send some of the Photos of the Missionaries which are available
in your Library.

I also thank Mrs. U.Hecker who handed over me
the list while she was in India on 26.4.94.

May God bless you and guide you to fulfill the
Work of His Ministry.

With kind regards,

Yours in His Service,
56, 400 Rov. KT

1. Bishop Dr.N.Minz,Ranchi. QE 4 I

2. Secretary,Mr.D.Lakra,Ranchi. ( Rev. B. K. Toppo )
_ Arch Deacon,

3. Asstt. Bishop,Rev.N.Lakra, NWGEL Church,Ranchi.

Chairman Jubilee Committee,Ranchi.




Tel. : 25668 311314
Fax : 0091-651-30 09 79

NORTH WESTERN
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

MAIN ROAD, RANCHI-834 001 INDIA

Bishop : Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minz Secretary ! Shri B. Ekka
Arch Deacon Rev. B. K. Toppo Treasurer : Shri J. A. Tirkey

Ref, No789/92-93/F1 69 Date 28/07/9..3

To, 4 ,) )
ot & e
eveD.Hecker 7 %

Director,

Gossner Mission,

Fenn STR, 31, 0-1190, Berlin,
Germany.

. Subject:~ 150 years Jubilee Celebration.
Dear Rev.Hecker,

Warm Greetings in the Precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This is my first letter to you after being elected as an Arch
Deacon of the NW=GEL Church. Our Church has decided to celebrate
the 150 years Jubilee in the year 1995. For the grand success of
this Jubilee the Church has formed a committee,known as "Jubilee
Committee of the NW=GEL Church". The Jubilee Committee has made
me responsible to collect all the names and photos of the Mission-
aries. May I,therefore,request you to kindly take trouble and
spare time and send the Names and photos of the Missionaries
begining from the four missionaries who were sent by Father

. Gossner and later sent up by the Gossner Mission in Germany. If
possible, the following information will help us to publish the
Jubilee souveniE-?rom which place did they come ?. WhHen did they
come ?. Where did they work ?. How long did they stay ?. For a
few minutes I met your wife,Mrs.Hecker,in the Vestry room of
Christ Church,Ranchi during the last summer and had told her to
inform you verbally.8he might have told you earlier about this

Cont...oo 2/-
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N.W, G, E, L. CHURCH
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I hope, even in the midst of your busy schedule, you = yourself
or through some body, may kindly find out the Names and photos
of the Missionaries and send them to me and oblige.

My Yisusahay to you Mrs.Hecker and the Children.

With kind regards,

. Yours in Lorxd's Service,
R oy I Tl
TN ot B

( Revs BaK.Toppo )

)eacon,
o\ rchyRanchi.

CC to:-
1. Bishop,NWGEL Chureh,
' 2, Secretary,NWGEL Chureh.

3. Rev.N.Lakra,Chairman,
Jubilee Committee.

CONTINUATION BHEET
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A Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church In Chotenagpur And Assam.

150 Years Jubiles Committee

[ - o -
| Church History Sub-Committee ;’Czjif?vfh.( ey,

Members:-

l. Prof.Dr.P+.C. Horo, Hazaribagh.

2. Rev.Dr.C.K.Paul Singh, Director, BEL.
3. Shree H.E. Horo (MLA).

4. Rev. Cyril Hmbrom, Lecturer.

5. Dr. Paulus Kerketta.

6. Mrs. Daisy Kongari

7. Prof. Suleman Bading, Joibt Convenmer.
8. Rev.Dr.-C.A. Bixel Tirkey, Convener.

Dear Friends, _

Greetings in Jesus name. The Third meeting of the Church
History Sub-Committee will meet at the premises of K.S.5. Office, GEL.
Church, Ranchi as scheduled at 2:00 pem. on Friday the 20th August 1993.

. All the respected members are invited to attend the meeting
without fail and make it a success. This meeting will make the final
decision about the proposed contents of the book on Church History. Your
presence is a must.

Time is scheduled at 2:00 p.m. according to the convenient of
Prof.Dr.P.C. Horo, as he wishes to return Hazaribagh on the same day. Please
be punctual and kindly eo-operate in this great effort.

Thanks.
Yours Sigcerely,
R o Acuy,
Dated: 2{, 393 (Rev-g;.giﬁiagu%4rk y?fafil

Convener,
Church History Sub-~-Committee
Gossner Theological College
Ranchi 834 001.

.. Agendas:-

l. Prayer - Prof.Dr.P.C. Horo

2. Minutes of the Second meeting

3, Metters arising eut of the minutes

4. Discussion on the Proposed Contents

5. Distribution of Writers, inviting some others also,
e.g. Rev.Junul Topno, Rev.C.B.Minz ete.

6. Any other matters

7. Prayer - Mrs. Daisy Kongarie wowmsmmons o




XPIX : HISTORY OF THE G.E.L. CHURCH

CONTENTS

Part One: Seed Sowing and Harvesting

Chapter One: Work of Gossner Mission in Chotanagpur (18%6-1858)
(a) Life History of Father Johaness Gossner Evangelista and the
Establishement of Gosener Mission (Photo of Father Gossner)

(b) Pre-Miessionary situation of Chotanagpur

(c) Brief history of the first four missionaries - Schatz, Janke,
Brandt and Batsch (with their photoes)

(d) Brief History of the missionaries' work.

Chapter Two: Decad of Expansion and division after so-called Sepoy VMutiny

(1859-1869)

Chapter Th ree: (a) Period of steady growth, and the arrival of R.C. Church
(b) ggﬁsolidution of the Mission (1870-1919)

Chapter Four: History of Autonomous Gossner Church (1919-1947)

Chapter Five: Autounomeus Church after Indian Independence (1948- 1977)

(a) Oopstitutional crisis in thé church
(b) Planancial crisis.

Chapter Six: Church at present time (January 1977 till date)

Part Two: Garnering:

Chapter One: Brief life history cf Josener Miseion Dbrectore (with their
photoes)

Chapter Two: 3rief history of different individual Anchals.

Chapter Three: Brief history of Church Presidents/Pramukh Adhyakshes $with
their photoes)

Chapter Four: History of Headquarterssx Congregation, Ranchi.

Chapter Fives History of Secualr, Theological end Biblical (Pracharak & Tabits
‘ Training centres) Education.

Chapter Sixs: History of Evasgelistic enterprises of the autonomous Church.

Chapter Seven: Church's national and international relation, and Tcumenical
partnership (BCC., NCCI., FELCI., UELCI., SCM., YMCA., LWF.,
Wcee)
Chapter Eights Church Particiaptiom in Nation building and socio-develop~
mentdl activities.

Chapter Nine: Brief nistosyf of children's, youth's, women(s and laymen's
role and participation in the life and work of the church.

¥~ Note: Please come along with its Hindi™ Nouwela Kuw |
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150 YEARS JUBILZE SAMITY
G.E.L. CHURCH IN CHUTANAGPUR & AbSAW.
KeS.5. OFFICE RANCHI

e 22 D0 O Qe e e ;

Rev.C.5.n.Topno, Shri A.P.Purty,
Chairman. : Secretary,
Ref:~ K55/J5-95-31. Kanchi,the 10th August'93.
From

shri A.P.Purty,

Secretary, bn

150 Yrs. Jubilee Samity.

KS5.5. Office, Ranchi.
To

Rev. ; _

Anchal Achyaksha,

B ot e et PARGLR O &

Sub:~Preparation of list of programmes for the

150 Yrs.Jubilee of the G.E.L.Church.

Lear Sir,

Greetings in the name of our Lorcd Jesus Christ.

Earlier I had addressed you a letter where the
procedure of collection of donation for the Jubilee celebra-
tions was explained. Along with the letter required number

of Receiﬁt Books as well as copies of Appeal in which the
outdine has been given of the Jubilee celebrations at diffe-

rent levels from piandli to anchal Headguarters and then the
final programme at Ranchi.

The Congragations at different levels are free to
frame and organise their own programmes only indications of
a few programmes have been given in the appeal. Vhat has
impelled me to write this letter is that the programme should
be scheduled in such a manner that the date fixed for a
Congregation may not, as far as practicable, collide with the
date of programme of another congraggation at least within a
Parish, if not in the Elaka. If the dates for the programmes
are fixed keeping in view the entire Anchal it will be all
the more better. If this is done the programmes of one Cong-
regation can be attiended by members of other Congragations also.
and the Church officials of different levels may also attend
the celebration at as many places as possible. The Schedule
of the programmes for the entire Anchal area have,therefore,
to be made in a meticulous way. We have got one year in
which to spread out the programmes, so it may not be diffi-
cult to set the programmes in such a way that the dates fixed
for different places would not collide. You may think of
setting apart different months for different Ilakas and the
Ilaka Chairman may indicate to the Parish|lMandli the week or
dates on which they should have their programmes. It will be
better if you first discuss these things with the Ilaka
Chairmen who will thereafter discuss it with the LFarish/
Mandali functioneries on the basis of the decision taken at
the Anchal level. This discussion at the Ilaka level should
be directed to fixing ur datewise programmes for the three
levels i.e. Mandli, Parish and Ilaka. The programmes/celebra-
tions at each of these levels may extend to 4 - 5 days or
even a week, and different types of programmes may be gone
through on different days. ' lie have no intention of binding
you down to any particular type of programme, and in the
Appeal issued only indication of the programmes that may be a
adopted has been given. You may go beyond these proposed
programmes an: include other progrzmmes as per popular demand
of the area.

Page- 2.
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The programmes deciced upon for each Mondli should
be listed datewise . Similarly it should be done for each
Parish Hdgqrs. Then a consolicated list of the programmes of
all the Mandli/Parish Hddqr. should be prepared. This conso-
lidated list should contain the programmes proposed for the
Ilaka, Hdqys. also Thereafter each Ilaka should send the
consolidated list of the programme of the Ilaka to the Anchal
Adhyaksha. These lists of programmes of all the Ilakas of the
Anchal s.ould be forwarded by the Anchal Adhyaksha along with
the proposed programmes of Anchal Hdgrs. to the Secretary,
150 Yesrs Jubilee Samity, G...L.Church, K.5.5.0ffice,Rancii
3lst December, 1993, so that it can be ‘publicised i the
.entire Church through the Gharbandhu and ctber means. The
early finalisation of the programmes of each level anc comnu-
nicating the same to tne Jubilee Samity at Ranchi is there-
fore very necessary.

In this connection I may also mention that though most
most of the foreign friends may participate in the final pro-
gramme at Ranchi it is very likely that groups of foreign fx i 1)
friends may come earlier to participate in the programmes in
the eatir inter er areas. The places where the early Missi-
oneries worked and some of them cdied has special significance,
anc whatever relics of these migsioneries have remained till
now, should be nreserved. The graves of the Lissioneries who
died should also be maintained properly. Similerly the graves
of the first beptised Oraon, Muncda, Kharia and other communi-
ties should alsobe maintained properly and necessary data
regarding them should be etched om stone or cement.

In the Pamphlet which has been circul:ted the due
date by which the list of programmes of the entire Anhchal
should be sent to us by 3lst /iarch, 1994, but it has been
fclt that after that date we will have very snhort tiie left
for publicising the programmes in the entire Church, and s
through this letter I am requesting you to send the list of
the programmes by 31lst December, 1993 at the latest.

Yours Sincerely, .
-
C:-I-H w 1o
( A.P. Purty )
Secretary.

Copy forwarded to all Ilaka Chairmen for mnformation
and necessary action as requested in the letter.

ERUEURNA FUL PRUPUSED PRUGHANMMES .
Neme of Anchal-
Name of Ilaka-
Name of ..andli/Parish-

- mm s e o, . e e - e me e owes e ems e e - = e - - s wa —

S1.No. } bate |§ Name of Programme f 'K E M A RKS.

2.
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CHURCH HISTURY SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 20.8,1993.

Church History Sub-committee held its meeting en 20.8.1993 at
2 p.m., in the K.S.8. chapel. The meeting started with prayer led by
Prof.Dr.P.C.Horo. Follwwing members attended the meeting:

1. Rev.Dr.C.A.B. Tirkey
2. Prof.Dr. P.C. Horo
3. Rev,br,C.K.P. Singh
4, Rev. C, Hembrom

5. Prof. S. Bading

Eroceedings of the weeting

Item No, 1: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 24.7.93 was read
and confirmed.

m No, 2: Matters from the Minutes

. Amendments: i) In Item No.2, the name 'Rev.D.Hecker'
should be read instead of 'Rev.Hecker'.

ii) In Item No.I of the minutes of the meeting
dated 9.7.93, these words, " and Prof.S.Bading as Joint
Convener"™ should be added after the sentence "The Jubilee
Committee, therefore elected him in her place as Convener'’

Convener
memnber

(B
Joint Convener.

iii) In Appendix Part - I Chapter 1 the title
should be "Work of Gossner Mission In Chotanagpur And
Assam (1845-1858)" and not "Work of Gossner Mission In
Chotangapur 1836-1858)".

The reason for this change, the meabers felt,
wag that the omission of the word 'And Assam' will hurt the sentiment
of the members of the Church in Assam., Again, the neme of the Church
itself is 'G.E.L. Church In Chotanagpur and Assaa',

. Further, the period from 1836 %o 1844 may have historical
relevance for Ganga Mission but not for Gossner Mission In Chotanagpu
And Assam, But this period and Ganga Missiom should get due place
particularly in sub-title under 'd' of this chapter (Chapter I) and
wherever necessary.

dtem No, 3: Allotments of Chapters to writers

Keeping in mind the special knowledge of the subject and
source materials within their easy reach, the committee decided to
allot history chapters to be written as stated in the Appendéx to
persons as follows:-

"History of the G.L,L.Church Chot ur And

FART-1
: ; ‘.}’? ‘”'.‘Lﬁ\“"-:.-::-:‘r‘f‘-‘-'--" . :4-—-5' il
'“'““¥4Uﬁhﬁger ¢ Work of Gossner Mission in Chotanggpur and Assam (1945-

1958)
Chapter 1 (d): Brief history of Missionaries' work &
Chapter I1: Decade of Expansion and division after the so-called
Yepoy Mutiny (1859-1869)
______ - = - = = Frof.Dr.F.C, Horo.

c r : Life History of Father Johaness Gossner Evangelista .
& ¢): Brief history of first four missionaries. . . .
- = = = = = = == = Hev,C, Henbroam.

Chapter I44:(h): Pre-missionary situation in Chotanagpur--Prof,S.Badi
Chapte 1I(a): Period of steady growth and arrival of R.C.Church anc
(bgz Consolidation of the mission - - Rev.P.D.Burh.

Chapter IV: History of Autonomous Gossner Church (1919-1947)-Mr.l
Horo & Prof. 5. Bading.
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Chapter V: Autonomous Church after Indian Independence (1948-1977)
(a) Constitutional crisis in the church,

(b) Financial crisiBSe. « « ¢ « « » Frof.S5.5%ading &
iﬂf.ﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂoro

Chapter VI: Church at present Time(Jan. 1977- till date)
" ® & @ nev.hr.c-hoiodin&h

EARL Il GARNERING

Chapter I: Brief Life history of Gossner Mission “irectors (with
their photos) « « « Mrs.D.Kongari

Chapter 11: Brief History of~d1fforont individual Anchals: Present
Anchal Adhya.kshc‘n.

Chapter 11I: Brief History of Church Presidents/rraaukh Adhyakshes
(with their photos) . . Hev.lr.M.Bage

Chapter IV: History of Headquaiters Cngregation, Kancai. .
e« o o Rev Dr.C.A.E. Tirkey

Chapter V: (a) History of Secular Education - Hr.d.F. Kongari

(v) History of Theological and Biblical (Fracharak

& Tabita Training Centres) Lducation. . .
" o « o Rev,Dr.R, Dang

Ghapter VI: History of Evingelistic iaterprises of the
Autonomous Church (G.E.L.Church) . .Rev.Dr.C.K.F, Siogh

Chapter VI1I: Church's national amd Internaticnal relalion and
Scuassnical Partnership. . Rev,Albert Minz

Chapter VI1I: Church's Partiepation in nation building and
Socio-Yevelopmental activities . . Hev,Dbr.M.Bage

Chapter IX: (a) Brief History of children's and Youth 's role and
participation in the life aud work of the church...
e o » Br . R.K.Topno(Cand) Youth_ﬂocretary.GnLChur

(p) Women's mand lLaymen's role and participation in the
life and work of the church. « MiS8 ilelen Lhengra
PFresident, Manila
Samniti.

Lltem No.§: Kesolved that the Convener should write a letter to
liev.br.ii.Dang, Frincipal, iheclogical College,
Librarian iev,Y.Soreng aud Ar.k.dere (Iypist)
expressing thanks and gratitude for typing outthe
Minutes of Church History Sub-Comaittee.

Resolved that name of all the missionaries right from
the beginning till date with duration of work be appended
in the history book,

The SubjCommittee resolved Lo weet again om 15.9.93 in
the K.5.8, premises at 2 p.a.

Shaxixbsfasnkitasxxesaivad  The meeting closed with
prayer led by hHev.C,Heabrome.
= __g’ J._,,!I,\ | {/‘
84/ 1t
21.8.93
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(zum Jubildum 1995)

Wiw., e
Vorarbeit
Ansprechpartner: Anchal Adhyvakshs
0 Ilaka Chairmen
Dr. Bage
br. Singh
C.S.R. Topno £

Leute aus allen Initiativen

Es gilt herauszufinden:

Was =ind die Schwerpunkte auf dem sozialen Sektor?

Welche sozialen Probleme miissen in der Gossner Kirche angepackt
werden?

Wo gibt es schon Beispiele, die weitergefiihrt und
weiterverbreitet werden kdnnen?

Zum Workshop moglichst viele einladen aus der ganzen Kirche.
Alle, die irgend etwas mit einer sozialen Initiative 2zu tun
haben.

Ablauf:

Zu Beginn ein Mensch mit Visionen?
Charismatiker?
Prophet?
(von der GELC, von anderen indischen Kirchen,
von der Oekumene GM, Deutschland?)

zu der Frage: Mission today
Auftrag der Gemeinde filir die Welt
The holy spirit empowers for action

fl - ® L

-

Danach Darstellung der verschiedenen Ebenen sozialen Engagements,
dargestellt von Mitgliedern der Gossner Kirche, die in den
verschiedenen Bereichen arbeiten:

health education

rural development

income generating education

community organizing

Danach Gruppen zu den einzelnen Bereichen, moéglichst mit einem
Spezialisten fiir die Themen aus der "3, Welt",

Drafting committee, um Ergehnisse aus den Gruppen
zusammenzubiinde ln —-—— Ergebnispapier.




.

Plenum: Ergebnispapier wird diskutiert, ein Plan ausgearbeitet,
wie in der Gesamtkirche das soziale Engagement auf eine breitere
Basis gestellt werden kdnnte.

Schwerpunktsetzung?

Einzelne Projekte?

Ziel des workshops (konnte sein):

Allgemein:

In den Gemeinden Bewufltsein fiir die soziale Aufgabe wecken.

In den Anchals eine Gruppe finden, die soziale Aktivitaten
koordiniert.

Trainingsprogramm und Fortbildung, entweder durch ein URM-
Trainingszentrum fiir Initiativen (evtl. in Khuntitoli?) oder/und
durch die Missionsabteilung, durch New life light centre, Vikar
Maitri und UMCA.

Zum Ablauf:

Es ist wichtig, daB am Anfang eine Prasentation passiert, die die
Teilnehmer begeistert und hoffnungsvoll macht fiir das Gelingen
eines solchen Unterfangens (eventuell mit jemanden, der ein
solches gelungenes Programm darstellen kann).

Bei der Darstellung von verschiedenen Ebenen mu3 deutlich werden,
auf welchem Gebiet der Schwerpunkt liegen soll.

Reprédsentanten, die solche Programme bereits durchfiihren, sollten
inhaltliche Hilfen geben.
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GELC Human Resources and Development Centre
GEL Church, Ranchi 834001, Bihar, India
Seminar on & 'Social Responsibility of the Church Today'
Oct, 16=21, 1995; at HRDG
4 eC ati
During the Seminar on ‘Social nesponl.thluty of the Chmh Today'

Oct, 16-21,95, through Bible Studies, lubjoci'.l presentations,

discussions in plenaries and groups the participants have been

benefitted; Participants have seen and experienced the importance

need and urgency of various responsibilities of the Church Today,

They may be summerised as two aspects of the Church's responsibilities;

viz 'Spiritual’ and 'Social’, The participants of this Seminar therefore

recommends the following points to the chllrch/chuch units/and Insti-
tutionss “

1. That There must be programmes/Seminars on ‘awareness building® of
these two aspects of Church'es responsibilities through eut the
whole Church/Church Units and Instituations,

2, That in Church/Church Units/Institustions (A;cuutc and Non-Academic)
administrative Committees GB and MC be made responsible te include

: such curicullam be-included in all academic Institutions: G,7.C,
Gossner College, Gossner High School, Bethesada High School, BED
College, Bethesada Teachers Training College, High Schools etc;

3. That as contiguation of this Seminar and in addition to such
Sa.uun 'hmnh.tp !runug' for Mnhutntiu members/desision

~ waking. .Units':members be: mm-aumubn social Responsibility
of the Church centrally, regionally as well as locally, ‘

4. That Training for 'Organisers’ be oomlutod from gress root levels
to top levels,

5¢ That Treining fer 'Local Activities' of programmes be arranged
regionally and Lecally, ‘

6: In all such Training programmes Expogure and Exchange of Experiences
of plans and projects item bo included,

7. That ecumenical (participation) efforts and exchange of Experiences
be strengthened in and through such Training Programmes and Seminars,

8¢ That by and for shch programmes/projects means and methods be
worked out to streagthen and deeper the Partnership between the
Church here and abroad,

9. That there always a feed back of the 'Action Plans',« *pProgrammes’
in various places/Units,

10.That efforts be made to continue to feed back and te esichange
experiences of future 9r further Action plans by the Participants
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Gossner Mission
Fennstr. 31, D-12439 Berlin - Tel. 0049-30- 631 78 09 / Fax: 636 11 98

Seminar of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and Gossner Mission:
“Social Responsibility of the Church Today”
from 17th - 21st October at Ranchi / Bihar - India

The G.E. L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam and Gossner Mission Berlin are commemorating 1995 the
150th anniversary of the arrival of the first five missionaries at Ranchi / Chotanagpur sent by Johannes
Evangelista Gossner. The G.E.L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam, which came out of this event as a
predominantly Adivasi church, will be celebrating its 150 Years' Jubilee from October 30th to the 2nd
November 1995 at Ranchi. In this connection the G.E.L. Church and Gossner Mission at Berlin thought it
useful, not only to have solemn celebrations, but to use this occasion for a seminar to build awareness for
the present social and political problems in the church, since the highly sensitivetribal area of Chotanag-
pur is determined today by the highest concentration of heavy industry in India. Industrialization and
urbanization have created big problems especially for the Adivasi population, which had rather to bear
the disadvatages of this modern development than could enjoy the advantages .

On the other hand this church is still mainly a rural church, which has not taken up the challenges of the
urban and industrial development, but is also lacking a systematic study and training in its own social
responsibility in the villages. So there is a need for more awareness of the problems both for the rural and
the urban situation. This seminar tries to make a new start to bring together parish members, people
responsible in the church on higher levels and members of social action groups in Chotanagpur with
ecumenical resource persons who have experience in community organizing ouside Chotanagpur in India
and abroad. The outside participants will be from Germany, Nepal and Zimbabwe. The total numberof
participants will be about 60 - 80 persons.

Programme of the Seminar

12th - 15th Oct.: Exposure programme
This is meant for people from outside, who are not familiar with the situation in
India and Chotanagpur.

16th October: Arrival of the participants

17th - 19th Oct.: Seminar on: "Social Responsibility of the Church today”
The structure of each day will be:
- Bible Study

- Lectures on the following topics:
* Political and social situation of Chotanagpur
* New Economic Developments (World Bank, IMF, etc.) and its consequences
for the Indian Society
*  The answer of the church to these challenges.
- Group work on the lectures and exchange of own experiences.
- Workshops about methods of communication like the use of drama, music,
dances, songs and other media.
- Social Gettogehter in the evenings.
20th Oct. Feed back, Evaluation and further Planning. - Closing Service.
21st Oct.: Departure.

A detailed programme will be available in September 1995 and sent to the participants.

The persons responsible for the planning in India are:

Dr. Paul Singh, Director, Mission Department of G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Ranchi 834001.
Dr. Nirmal Minz, Bishop, North-West G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Main Road, Ranchi 834 001.

In Germany, for further information, please contact:
Rev. Ursula Hecker, India Desk; Rev. Bernd Krause, Social and Community Services, Gossner Mission .

Berlin, 20th July 1995

Rev. Dieter Hecker Rev. Ursula Hecker Rev. Bernd Krause
Director India Desk Social and Community Services
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HRDC /DCMD
GELC Human Resources Development Centre/ Department of Christian Minis*
try and Developmemt |

SEMINAR on:Christian/Church Ministry and Development(socdal involveme

I, Time :October 1995 (During Puja Holidays)
11 Venue: HRDC/ GELC,Ranchi
III Participants: 8 participants from each Anchal and Hd Qrtrs Conge.

as follows : 1‘?33*112"M@ﬂ§}"9 rpre 2
2. Woman Work officers 2
3, Youth Work officers 2(1+1 Male-Fem,)

4.,ChildrenWork leadees 2 2 "
(Sunday School etc.)

= 48 Members participants
10 ecumenical participants from neighbouring churchos
12 resource peesons (mixed:_ /m,local/ecum. etce)

l
Toaal 70 participants -
IV Expenses:

a) Fooding @Rs 40/- for 6 days of 70 participants Rs 16800,0

b)T ¢AeOrs 300/~ (average)for 70 paticipants 21000,0
c)Accomodation 25|~ (average) 50 parti, (6 days) 7500,0
d) Miscelleneous,Contige. T700,€

Total Rs 46000,4
"95% may be collected locally by way of registration fees.
Following subjects and sub-subjects may be dealt with during the semir
by way oflectures and response,diacussion groups,etc:

Main Theme: Christian Ministry and Development (Today)

i Bible Study t IsaeH1:1-3,Lk 4:16ff,Titus 1-3 Chps., etc
2 Key Note Address: Re-~Valuation of our Christian Ministry and
Development W¢#¥ in and through our Church(es)
q.What is Christian Ministhin Christ's Way(Preaching,Teaching and
Healing ) Today? . Holi $H ¢ e pprameh
@ . What is Development? A Christian Understanding/Approach?
5. What is"Today"? Changing and Worsening Situations in Church and
Society - in ref,to Christian faith,Human rights,
Environmental Problems,eccology j,etc.
67 6. Implications of World Bank,International Monetary Fundo,GAIT,etc,
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7. Role/Implications of NGO's in Church and Society V

8.ldentification of Situations of different Issues of Children,Youth,
Man Moman(wife/husband)_ Parenthood,Senios,etce:

a) Children: Education,Christian Hducation,Health,child labour,b
begging,rags collecting ,pickpocketing,various form
of other exploitaions-

b) Youth : Education,professional Trainigﬁ}Emloyment,Drug Edict

alkohlism, marriage Problems ,Jouvenile diseases,etc

c) Man/Woman: Merrital life,both working Partners,Parental respo

responsiblities, Equal rights,etc.

d) Seniors :Untimely/unprepared retirments,Loneliness, obstacle
in independent growth of the Youngsters, etc,

9. Analysis of the Situations(as shownabove etc)in one8s own family
church/Congregation and society of the Participants'
10, Action Plans for further/better Christian Ministry and Devlop~-
ment to be acted upon in given situations as analy-.
sed of the family,church and society,

11. Propasal/Point of Follow up programmes seem to be a MUST
Deci1995Feb.1996 with some finnancial assistence for the lower lev
level Work shope in Anchal/Ilaka,

Expected results can be evaluated only after/during such follow
up programmes,
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- & Secten — Gossner
" Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin (_AJI) *&ldﬁ Telefon

030/6317809

To Mr. /ll ‘q '7 Telefax

Rajan Singh 030/6361198
c/o NCCI - UIRM

Industrial Service Institute

Residency Road

Opp. Coffee House, Sadar

0 V{\l‘;f

Nagpur 440001
FAX 0091 712 532 802

September 11, 1995

Dear Mr. Singh,

First of all we are very grateful that you are willing to help us in the
Seminar of the GELC. We think it will be a good challenge for the people in
Chotanagpur/Bihar to learn about the situation of URM work and groups of
India.

As you may know, the Gossner Church is celebrating 150th anniversary and
is quite established as a church, even if there are a lot of difficulties,
fractions, short comings also. And they have to suffer quite a lot through
the more and more growing fundamentalistic Hindu socliety. The Gossner
Church is a mainly Adivasi Church, that means not coming from the Hindu
but from an animistic background. These people had been oppressed for
centuries and now they experience a new oppression through the new-
strongly overwhelming economic system. But somehow the traditional social
pattern was still working in the past, now it is getting more and more
deteriorated and undermined through the modern development.

The church has no answer, but is realizing that preaching praying,
evangelization is not the only and always appropriate answer to the
problems. So slowly there is a growing awareness, but also a fearful
uncertainty. This seminar, held in the context of the 150th anniversary,
should initiate a process of conscientization for social problems and should
give courage to start. I am afrald that the conception and the outlines of
the seminar doesn’t stand the test of the so called community organizing
concept. It is drawn in the pattern of how the Church is used to do the
work - with some openness. Therefore I find it extremely necessary and
helpful to have participants and people who have another experience, who
come from outside and can indicate another way. And - I think this is a
very important factor - to give hope. I for myself I am not a community

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 100602 37 Konto 139300



organizer and I am not sure that I have described correctly what the
outcome of the seminar should be. It might be a very small outcome, but I
think everything is worth to try to help people to look for their own
dignity.

We would be very happy if you could join the Seminar which will be held
from the 17th-21st of Ocotber. The Seminar is financed through a German
agency, so there will be no expenses for you. May be it would be also
helpful if you could contact the Indian counterpart directly, it is:

Dr. Paul Singh

KSS Office
GEL Church Compound
Ranchi 834 001
India
Tel. 0091-651-311513, Fax: 0091-651-300716

It would be very nice if you could give us an outlook about recent
economical developments in India and about the related consequences for
the day to days live of ordinary people and the Indian society. We would
also appreciate if we could have an opportunity for evaluating the Seminar
and for further cooperation.

I am looking foreward in meeting you in India. With many greetings, also
from Bernd Krause,

Yours sincerely,

Cmmé&)"

Ursula Hecker
Secretary for Asia
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= 48 Members participants
10 ecumenical participants from neighbouring church
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Society - in ref.to Christian faith,Human rights
Environmental Problems,eccology j,etc.
Implications of World Bank,International Monetary Fund,GAIT,etc,
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Gossner Mission
Fennstr. 31, D-12439 Berlin - Tel. 0049-30- 631 78 09 / Fax: 636 11 98

Seminar of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and Gossner Mission:
“Social Responsibility of the Church Today”
from 17th - 21st October at Ranchi / Bihar - India

The G.E. L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam and Gossner Mission Berlin are commemorating 1995 the
150th anniversary of the arrival of the first five missionaries at Ranchi / Chotanagpur sent by Johannes
Evangelista Gossner. The G.E.L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam, which came out of this event as a
predominantly Adivasi church, will be celebrating its 150 Years' Jubilee from October 30th to the 2nd
November 1995 at Ranchi. In this connection the G.E.L. Church and Gossner Mission at Berlin thought it
useful, not only to have solemn celebrations, but to use this occasion for a seminar to build awareness for
the present social and political problems in the church, since the highly sensitivetribal area of Chotanag-
pur is determined today by the highest concentration of heavy industry in India. Industrialization and
urbanization have created big problems especially for the Adivasi population, which had rather to bear
the disadvatages of this modern development than could enjoy the advantages .

On the other hand this church is still mainly a rural church, which has not taken up the challenges of the
urban and industrial development, but is also lacking a systematic study and training in its own social
responsibility in the villages. So there is a need for more awareness of the problems both for the rural and
the urban situation. This seminar tries to make a new start to bring together parish members, people
responsible in the church on higher levels and members of social action groups in Chotanagpur with
ecumenical resource persons who have experience in community organizing ouside Chotanagpur in India
and abroad. The outside participants will be from Germany, Nepal and Zimbabwe. The total numberof
participants will be about 60 - 80 persons.

Programme of the Seminar
12th - 15th Oct.: Exposure programme
This is meant for people from outside, who are not familiar with the situation in
India and Chotanagpur.
16th October: Arrival of the participants
17th - 19th Oct.: Seminar on: "Social Responsibility of the Church today"
The structure of each day will be:
- Bible Study
- Lectures on the following topics:
*  Political and social situation of Chotanagpur
New Economic Developments (World Bank, IMF, etc.) and its consequences
for the Indian Society
The answer of the church to these challenges.
Group work on the lectures and exchange of own experiences.
Workshops about methods of communication like the use of drama, music,
dances, songs and other media.
Social Gettogehter in the evenings.
20th Oct. Feed back, Evaluation and further Planning. - Closing Service.
21st Oct.: Departure.

A detailed programme will be available in September 1995 and sent to the participants.

The persons responsible for the planning in India are:
Dr. Paul Singh, Director, Mission Department of G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Ranchi 834001.
Dr. Nirmal Minz, Bishop, North-West G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Main Road, Ranchi 834 001.

In Germany, for further information, please contact:
Rev. Ursula Hecker, India Desk; Rev. Bernd Krause, Social and Community Services, Gossner Mission .

Berlin, 20th July 1995

Rev. Dieter Hecker Rev. Ursula Hecker Rev. Bernd Krause
Director India Desk Social and Community Services
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NASIK DIOCESAN SOCIETY FOR HOLUTIC DEVELOPME

Chairman Secretar
RL Rev. Dr. A. George Ninan
Bishop of Nasik
Bishop's House. | Outram Road, Tarakpur, = [0
_SETRERGT | Ahmednagar - 414 001 Fax : [0
Oct. 4,

Dear Colleagues,

Greetings to you,

This is to inform you that with effect 'from 1st Oct.'95, I have joine
Nasik Diocesan Society for Holistic Development., This was a very sj

development with Bishop Ninan inviting me to join the NDSHD team.

Kindly, therefore note that all future Correspondence be addressed td
. above Address, Telephone and Fax Numbers,

The office of the Secretary NCCI UIRM shall now function from the {
address which kindly note.

Please remember me and my family in your prayers. My wife Patricia,
Shashaank and daughter Shiraaji will continue to be in Nagpur.

This comes with warm wishes from A'nagar.

Youg»s sincerely,

f
'.\ \-I

. RAJAN SINGH

RS/SB

Reaistered as a society under the Societies' Registration Act 1860 and a public trust under the Bombay Public Trust Act, 1950.
Regisyzation Nos Society Maharashtra / 3283/ Ahmednagar Date 15:3-1995 Public Trust F - 3148 (Ahmednagar) Dated - 17-6-199




< Gossner
“ 7 Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax

To Mr.
3 030/6361198
Anthony Titley

c/o0 United Mission to Nepal
P.0. Box 126

Gossner Mission FennstrafBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

Kathmandu
NEPAL

21. August 1995

Dear Anthony,

today | was phoning to Karin and Thomas Ddhne who have arrived in
Germany safely. They informed me that you were willing to take part in the
Seminar of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India about the
"Social Responsibility of the Church”. And you would come also with your
Nepali colleague. First of all we are very grateful that you are willing to do
this, | think it will be a good challenge for the people in Chotanagpur/Bihar
to learn about the situation in Nepal.

As you may know, the situation of the Churches or Christians in India is
quite different from the situation in Nepal. The Gossner Church is
celebrating 150th anniversary and is quite established as a church, even if
there are a lot of difficulties, fractions, short comings also. And they have to
suffer quite a lot through the more and more growing fundamentalistic Hindu
society. The Gossner Church is a mainly Adivasi Church, that means not
coming from the Hindu but from an animistic background. These people had
been oppressed for centuries and now they experience a new oppression
through the new-strongly overwhelming economic system. But somehow the
traditional social pattern was still working in the past, now it is getting more
and more deteriorated and undermined through the modern development.

The church has no answer, but is realizing that preaching praying,
evangelization is not the only and always appropriate answer to the
problems. So slowly there is a growing awareness, but also a fearful
uncertainty. This seminar, held in the context of the 150th anniversary,
should initiate a process of conscientization for social problems and should
give courage to start. | am afraid that the conception and the outlines of the
seminar doesn’t stand the test of the so called community organizing
Concept. It is drawn in the pattern of how the Church is used to do the work
- with some openness. Therefore | find it extremely necessary and helpful to
have participants and people who have another experience, who come from
outside and can indicate another way. And - | think this is a very important
factor - to give hope. | for myself | am not a community organizer and | am
not sure that | have described correctly what the outcome of the seminar

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300




should be. It might be a very small outcome, but | think everything is worth
to try to help pecople to look for their own dignhity.

Karin or Thomas Dohne might have given you the first informations.

We would be very happy if you and a Nepalese colleague could join the
Seminar which will be held from the 17th-21st of Ocotber. There should be
some time before for an exposure, one week or at least 3, 4 days. The Seminar
is financed through a German agency, so there will be no expenses for you.
May be it would be also helpful if you could contact the Indian counterpart
directly, it is:

Dr. Paul Singh

KSS Office
GEL Church Compound
Ranchi 834 001
India
Tel. 0091-651-311513, Fax: 0091-651-300716

It would be very nice if you could give us a positive reply as soon as
possible. | am looking foreward in meeting you in India. With many greetings

Yours sincerely,

Coecta

Ursula Hecker
Secretary for Asia
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To “Pf
The Director of Rural Development Department Ilk/

of the United Mission to Nepal
Ms Karin Doehne

P.0.Box 126

Kathmandu - Nepal

Kathmandu. 1.5.95

Dear Karin Doehne,

As a result of our discussions about the plans of a seminars
about "Social Awareness about the Problems in Chotanagpur” to be
held in cooperation of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Chotanagpur and Assam and Gossner Mission at Ranchi from 16-21
October, 1995, we would like to put the following request to your
department. ‘

Could you please send two persons as resource persons for this
seminar, who are experienced in matters of conscientization of
people to take up social responsibilities in their own context.
They should have also been involved in organizing similar
seminars in Nepal. From the expected dynamics of the seminar and
the language it would be the best, if this could be one
expatriate and one Nepali person.

The background of this seminar is the following: The G.E.L.
Church has a 150 years’ tradition in Christian faith and witness
to the gospel. They have been independent since 1919 and are
completely self supporting in their basic life and have a very
active Department of Mission with 180 pastors and evangelists,
who are doing faithful work with good results in respect to the
growth of the church.

The church feels however a weakness in responding to the social
challenges of the world around her, which is characterized by two
facters mainly:

- Basically, the members are living mostly in a rural setting
as farmers, predominantly belonging to the Tribal population
(Adivasi).

- At the same time in Chotanagpur the heavy industry of India
has been developed in the last 40 years with steel plants,
mining and othsr heavy industries, so that it has been
called the "Ruhrgebiet of India”
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Seminar of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and Gossner Mission:
“Social Responsibility of the Church Today”
from 17th - 21st October at Ranchi / Bihar - India

The G.E. L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam and Gossner Mission Berlin are commemorating 1995 the
150th anniversary of the arrival of the first five missionaries at Ranchi / Chotanagpur sent by Johannes
Evangelista Gossner. The G.E.L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam, which came out of this event as a
predominantly Adivasi church, will be celebrating its 150 Years' Jubilee from October 30th to the 2nd
November 1995 at Ranchi. In this connection the G.E.L. Church and Gossner Mission at Berlin thought it
useful, not only to have solemn celebrations, but to use this occasion for a seminar to build awareness for
the present social and political problems in the church, since the highly sensitivetribal area of Chotanag-
pur is determined today by the highest concentration of heavy industry in India. Industrialization and
urbanization have created big problems especially for the Adivasi population, which had rather to bear
the disadvatages of this modern development than could enjoy the advantages .

On the other hand this church is still mainly a rural church, which has not taken up the challenges of the
urban and industrial development, but is also lacking a systematic study and training in its own social
responsibility in the villages. So there Is a need for more awareness of the problems both for the rural and
the urban situation. This seminar tries to make a new start to bring together parish members, people
responsible in the church on higher levels and members of social action groups in Chotanagpur with
ecumenical resource persons who have experience in community organizing ouside Chotanagpur in India
and abroad. The outside participants will be from Germany, Nepal and Zimbabwe. The total numberof
participants will be about 60 - 80 persons.

Programme of the Seminar

12th - 15th Oct.: Exposure programme
This is meant for people from outside, who are not familiar with the situation in
India and Chotanagpur.

16th October: Arrival of the participants

17th - 19th Oct.: Seminar on: "Social Responsibility of the Church today"
The structure of each day will be:
- Bible Study '

- Lectures on the following topics:
*  Political and social situation of Chotanagpur
New Economic Developments (World Bank, IMF, etc.) and its consequences
for the Indian Society
*  The answer of the church to these challenges.
- Group work on the lectures and exchange of own experiences.
- Workshops about methods of communication like the use of drama, music,
dances, songs and other media.
- Social Gettogehter in the evenings.
20th Oct. Feed back, Evaluation and further Planning. - Closing Service.
21st Oct.: Departure.

A detailed programme will be available in September 1995 and sent to the participants.

The persons responsible for the planning in India are:

Dr. Paul Singh, Director, Mission Department of G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Ranchi 834001.
Dr. Nirmal Minz, Bishop, North-West G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Main Road, Ranchi 834 001.

In Germany, for further information, please contact:
Rev. Ursula Hecker, India Desk; Rev. Bernd Krause, Social and Community Services, Gossner Mission .

Berlin, 20th July 1995

Rev. Dieter Hecker Rev. Ursula Hecker Rev. Bernd Krause
Director India Desk Social and Community Services



The church has so far not been able to respond properly to the
needs of both situations. Therefore, this seminar is an attempt
to bring together people, who have been active already in social
initiatives and action groups inside and outside the church with
representatives of the church administration at different levels
with participation of ecumenical guests, who will contribute
their own experiences in different contexts. These will consist
of members of other churches in India, participants from Germany,
Zambia and the two persons from UMN.

You will find the tentative programme as enclosure to this
latter. We would expect from the two participants of the UMN,
that they would share with the seminar their own experiences in
motivating and organizing people in a situation with very limited
resources and also be present during the group discussions as
resource persons.

It would be helpful, if they could arrive on the 10th October
already to take part in an exposure programme in the villages of
Chotanagpur to get an idea about the difference of that situation
to the villages in Nepal. Gossner Mission will naturally bear
the costs for!'travel and the seminar.

Thanking you in advance for your kind cooperation we remain with
best wishes for your work and kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

Dieter Hecker, Director

Ursula Hecker, Nepal Desk
| I y (]




TELEFAX
Please forward to:

Rev. Dr. Paul Singh
c/o KSS Office

RanchJ 834 001

7. August 1995

Dear Dr. Singh,

I should have written to you ealier, but it doesn’t mean that we didn’t work on the plan-
ning of the seminar. It is quite difficult to get different people to the same place at the
same time - but partly we had been successful.

I thought I already informed you that the money for the seminar had been granted. So
there is one worry less and I think I have send to the KSS one copy of the letter we have
sent to people whom we wanted to invite. But after weeks of absence from the office may
be everything is a little uncoordinated. Sorry for that.

May be the intention of the seminar is also not so clear among us. At least Rev. Krause
and I had hot discussions about that. He thinks the seminar should be for grassroot people
but than our program as we were talking about in Ranchi would not be suitable. I thought
to interpret you correctly would be that people working and related to the church should
get a motivation for social responsibilities that includes also people should participate who
are doing already some social work. I think there is a fight between ideologies - The
grassroot idea is a better one, but I assume that this is already a step too far and a seminar
wouldn’t be the best means for working with grassroot people. So we try to motivate
other people, having in mind that the real change of the situation can only come from the
people themselves. - I hope I have anticipated your idea somewhat correctly.

Now to the program and guests:

Two people from Nepal - probably one Nepali and one American who is working in a
community program in Surkhet.

One from Zimbabwe working with social initiatives

one lady from Germany who is working with social underpriviliged and organising them
(Mrs. Claudia Schwarz).

Rev. Uwe Wiemann (who is member of our Curatorium and the official representative of
the Lippe Church during the jubilee) who is also very much interested in the social re-
sponsibility of the Church.

Rev. Bernd Krause
and
Rev. Ursula Hecker.

Dr. Giinter Krusche cannot attend the seminar because he has to be in Ranchi for the
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official jubilee celebrations and he cannot be absent from Germany for such a long period.
I am sorry for that.

While I was in Ranchi I already contacted Mr. Bara of Vikas Maitri and he agreed to
attend the seminar and have a lecture about the political and social situation of Chotanag-
pur. May be it would be good if you could contact him as he has a lot of experience for
such sort of work and if he and maybe somebody from the YMCA could be member of
the preparation committee together with you and Dr. Minz.

Concerning your suggestions of resource persons: Bishop Ninan from Ahmednagar agreed
to come for a lecture of the topic "The answer of the Church to the social and economic
Challenges."

I also requested C.T. Kurien to come, but from him I got a negative reply.

May be it would be good if you could write to Bishop Ninan from your side and arrange
with him directly the practical steps for his coming (May be you also could indicate more
clearly what his task should be).

There is also the possibility of the coming of Ranjan Singh from Nagpur (URM), but
from our conversation in March. I had the feeling that you and Dr. Minz aren’t so happy
with his coming. Is that right or should we confirm his coming.

I am sorry that I could not do more. At the beginning I was thinking Dr. Krusche and Dr.
Minz could do the Bible Studies alternatively. But as Dr. Krusche is not coming - may be
you have another idea. One thing which worries me also is the technic of communication.
As I hope the finances will be sufficient may be you could take advice for a sort of -
"Ubersetzungsanlage” - (May be Vikas Maitri has some experience).

As for the exposure: I hope the Zimbabwean and the Nepali participants can arrive in
Ranchi a week before the seminar and there I would ask you to arrange for an exposure
program. Rev. Krause and I can only come at the 12th of Oct. to Ranchi as we have some
appointments here and the other German participants will not be able to come before the
13th. That means there is not much time for an exposure before only the weekend. But
they all have time after the seminar and may be there can be arranged something meaning-
ful. T will write to the Pramukh about that. But it could be that during the seminar there
will be invitations spontanously, I hope I haven’t forgotten anything important concerning
the seminar. I send a copy of the letter I wrote to Bishop Ninan and an outline of the
seminar according to our understanding. But I think the program you should finanlize as
to the needs of the Gossner Church. This program which we sent from here is only a
proposal according to my understanding of our talk in March.

Please contact Bishop Ninan his address: Rt. Rev. Dr. George Ninan, Bishop of Nasik,
Bishop’s House, Outram Road Tasakpur, Ahmednagar 414001, Maharashstra, Tel.
0241/26746, Fax 0241/28682.

May be it is also quite helpful if you write to the Director of the Rural Department, Uni-
ted Mission to Nepal, P.O. Box 126, Kathmandu, refering to my letter from the
1.5.1995. Mrs. Doehne has returned to Germany in July, but she was promissing to ar-
range everything. May be it is good to ask her successor once more.
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Thank you very much for your detailed "stories" from the mission field. You got a fax of
the translation, 1 hope. The will be of great help in our work with the congregations.

We have been translating in our work with the congregations. We get very seldom some
information about the unification process. But we definitively expect that at least the
Jjubilee will be celebrated together as it was decided in Madras last November. And we
also support that the Seminar is a joint venture.

You should not drop the idea of the solar panels. If it may have time till we come in
October we may talk about it. Rev. Wiemann has a friend who has been installing solar
systems in 3rd World Countries. May be we can take his advice. It may be a good ex-
ample for the "Energy plan" of the Church but side by side you should think about a
reliable "Handwerker" (technician) who will get some additional training that HRDC and
may be on the long run all Church Compound institutions could be provided with a good
maintenance.

Today is my first day in the office after a 2 weeks holiday in St. Petersburg where we
heard and saw something of the Gossner tradition. It was quite interesting and you will
get a short article about that quite soon.

I hope you and your family are alright, give our kind regards to them. All the best
Yours sincerely,

RN

Ursula Hecker

® Peace react #e /é//owv’n? ST
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; Telefon
Gossner Mission FennstralBe 31 D-12439 Berlin
e . 030/6317809

Mr. Langton Kuveya Telafax
ERTC 030/6361198
HARARE
Zimbabwe

FAX MESSAGE

to: Mrs. Langton Kuveya

Fax: 0026 34 573073

from: Gossner Mission/Friederike Schulze
date: 27-07-1995

pages: 1

Dear Langton,

thank you for your quick response. Unfortunately, I cannot say a clear Yes or
No to your proposal. I understand your reasons. I learned, however, from my
colleagues that the conference is mainly meant for grass root people coming
from communities and congregations. Those people shall exchange their
experiences and perspectives. A few church leaders are invited either as
lecturer or in their capacity as listeners. The ecumenical resource persons
are asked to report on their specific experiences in community organizing:
How a rural or urban community tackles its problems. Therefore, 1 think, an
active member of one of the LPS pilote projects or a socially committed
pastor or a participant of the LFT course would be the right person. So you
are. Unfortunately, my colleagues who organize that seminar are not in the
office. They will be back on the 7th of August, only. I can discuss the issue
with them, after they returned. That might be late, since I understood that
you will be going on leave, the full of August. That would mean that we have
to postpone the decision, whom to invite for India, until September. This
again might be late for all the travel arrangements. Or will Mrs. Tanyonganga
decide whom to send?

To postpone our visit to Zimbabwe seems a bit difficult, too. Gunnar must
start his new term at the university in the end of October. The people in
Neuruppin and Halle, I could not contact, until now. As far as my plans are
concerned 1 was planning to go to South Africa, after Zimbabwe, together with
somebody of our Solidarity Committee, in order to discuss our further
cooperation with partners there. That member of our Solidarity committee will
not come to Zimbabwe but join me in South Africa. These plans are not fixed
yet. I have to be back, however, around the 15th of November, latest. Whether
we could go to SA first and then to Zimbabwe, this I don’t know.

For the moment I see only two possibilities: you nominate either somebody
else to go to India or you arrange a programm for us for October without your
presence. Any other suggestion needs further discussion with the people
concerned which takes more time. I will let you know the outcome as soon as
possible.

With best wishes

Ttho LA

Friederike Schulze

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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27 July 1995

SAL VARILIN ARMY

Near Friederike

AJIOCTATE MLMNLRY
[ 2 avamass s astantamii avaTOta We have seen the programme of the India
. .""”"“""“‘““'::; Conference and we brainstormed over it.
B A it seems all what we are doing in the Learning
! v Lot For Transformation and Development Education
! e Programmes are included in the India Conference
Programme .
We feel that if we send one person from
any one community, that person has limiLed
WW“ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂxm“ knowledge on social, economic and political
A RTAA situations in Zimbabwe. The person can
| UMM PR RAAY not share what he or she would have gained
i"““m“””ﬁﬂﬂxﬁ from the cvonference with many communities
[ vaums am s iom berak) i in Zimbabwe because there will be no machinery
Wit vpoblag i for that person to call for national conferences
| VOUTH IBCRETARIAT or meetings or workshops, The person will
A be representing a very small community.

- . e /2
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herefore, it is felt Lhat I should attend the India
Conference simply because what I would have gained

from the conference caun be shared through our national
and international courses on Learning For Transformation
and Development Education Programmes. This will also
enable the ‘'raining Centre to Let the Zimbabwean Community
know about the work of Goussner Mission. This will

also reinforce and enrich our Training Programmes because
Gossner Mission and 4CC are doing almoslL the same work
trying to empower the pour and the marginalised people.

I will participate fully during the conference because

1 have heard a lot from Lhe grassroots people.

1f this does not upset your programme of coming to
Zimbabwe, wr suggest that you comc here as from 27
October and then end your visit any time in November.
this will give me a week Lo selLlLle down before we start
our programme. There will still be a chance to see

the Learning for Transformalion Course in operation
because it starts on 15 October to 18 November.

1 will make the proyramme and all nccessary arrangements
of your visit to Zimbabwe beflore I go to the conference.

pPlease let us know if this suits you or nolL so that
we can make other arrangements. Wwe are not saying
this must be done bulL this is how wc see &

Methodist Church - Mr Gwatiriunga (administrator)'s
phone number: 724069 Harare.

Wish you the bheat.

Langton Kuveya A%( e
DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION FFICER

11154 AN

P

1
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Mr. Langton Kuveya Telefax
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Fax no: 0026 34 573073

FAX MESSAGE

26th of July 1995

Dear Langton,

sorry for misinforming you on the phone. After our phonecall I found out that
the fax mentioned arrived and that Mr. Krause has posted a reply to you dated
19/07/95. Due to the holiday season in Germany I didn’t get that information.

I send you Mr. Krause's letter plus the invitation letter for the conference
by fax, too, since posted letters need relatively long to reach the receiver.

I hope you get all informations required.
Since the conference in Ranchi/India coincides temporally with our intended
group visit to Zimbabwe, I think that somebody else than you should go to

India. I supppose we need you in Zimbabwe for all the necessary arrangements
and discussions. The decision is,of course left with you and Mrs. Tanyongana.

With best regards

Tl AUt

Friederike Schulze

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300



Mr.

Langton Kuveya

ZCC Development Education Officer
27 StPatricksRd

PoBox H133

HATFIELD

HARARE / ZIMBABWE

19-7-1995
Dear Mr. Kuveya,

thank you for your assistence for organizing a participation from
Zimbabwe in our conference in India in October 1995.

Included you will find a programme for the seminar which also
shows the date from the 17th - 21st October at Ranchi-Bihar
INDIA.

It is planned to have an exposure programme at least five days
before the seminar, so the participants should arrive about the
10th or 11th of October at Ranchi.

The conference tries to bring together committed people and
activists from different social projects within the Gossner
Church. They should realize that they are all together in a joint
action. We want to strengthen their self-confidence, their
committment and their perspectives and strategies.

The ecumenical participants should help in the process to
identify the challenges and the priorities, should share their
experiences and should contribut a kind of spiritual
encouragement.

As far as the person is concerned we would like to have agaqa
participation from Zimbabwe: It would be good to have somebody
who is linked in the movement of URM, Community Organizing,
learning for transformation or training for popular democracy.
We would prefer an experienced grassroot activist, who is able
to listen to the stories of the people and at the same time
prepared to strengthen the self-initiative and hope of the
people.

I hope you can find somebody in the network of your programme and
we can as soon as possible start with the detailed preparation
like visa, ticket and so on.

We wish you all the best and much success in your work.
Sincerely yours,

CZJZ—«-/ L

ernd Krause)
Vice director
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~1(Gossner
ST Mission

Fennstialle 31
D- 12439 Berlin

Telefon

Gossner Mission Fennstrafe 31 D-12439 Berlin 030/631 7800
Telelax

Mr. Langton huveva 030/676 1198

Zimbabwe Council of Churches

Ecumenical Resource and Training Centre
P.O.Box H 133

HATFIELD - HARARE

ZIMBABWE

12th of Juni 1995

Dear Langton,

finally you get my report on your visit. It took more time than expected
since other office things had . to be done as well. In the meantime 1 spent
also a ten days holiday in Italy which was verv nice.

1 hope you found your family in good health and mood, and vour father in law
back from hospital. Locadia wrote a letter indicating that yvour flight home
was safe and exciting, and vou all proceeded to your homes Lhe same morning
which was good to know.

Looking back I think the programme was too fully packed leaving not enough
time for reflection. The next time we must have at least two to three days in
Lhe beginning to elaborate guidelines for our reflection and assessment. And
we must include a three days workshop/seminar in Lhe end of the visit, to
discuss our observations and impressions in a more systematic way. Those
issues raised in Lhe evaluation meelLing on Lhe 3rd of May need a deepery
reflection, I think. '

Going through your reports [ was missing a more detailed assessment of our
situation in Germany. Apart from some critical remarks on non profit making
ABM projects nothing is mentioned about the general situation as you see it,
about developments in our economy, about our lifestyvle, our poverty, culture,
Lhe role of the church etec. You would really help us in revealing vour
feelings and observations. I strongly believe Lhat we need vour provoecation
(in the real meaning of the word) in order to do the little we can to raise
awareness on juslice and a more humane development in our society.

Concerning ovr next visit to Zimbabwe, I am planning Lo come in October, any
Lime after the 7th. September has already been fully packed with meetings,
and our governing board where I must bLe present, will meet from the 5th to
the 7th of October. Together with me Gunnar TheiBlen would like to come, and
almost likely somebody from Neuruppin and somebody from Lhe group in Halle.
Do you think four persons are okay? Gunnar comes likely in the end of
September, already, and would like to have partly his own programme. He has
a particular interest in making contacts with the university,

Please, let me know soon, which time is mosl suitable for vou and the
communities., We would like Lo spend most of the time with the communities,
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The Siachilaba adult literacy group Bunsiwa has sent an application letter in
order to get $ 5.550 as drought relief support from us or any donor agepey in
Germany. I will reply directly to them in sayving that we don’t have
programmes for drought relief. Who runs such programmes in Zimbabwe? [s it
Christian Care or the Zimbabwean government? | understand, that the group
wants Lo make use of us as overseas partner. We agreed however that Gossner
Mission should not and cannot function as donor, we don’t have any charity
funds available. 1f Lhey need [inances for their activities - besides drought
relief - we must find other solulions eilher through ZCC and ils development
programme or through donor agencies here. Or, what do you recommend? Shall 1
ask the congregations around Neuruppin to collect some money which will
certainly take some time.

Rev. Inge BurkhardlL from Halle will send us about 1.000,--DM Lhat was
collected al a baptism and is meanl for the "work with children done by Mr.
Kuveya". Do you want that money to be donated Lo the Buhera people for the
school?

The staff of the Gwembe South Development Project in Zambia plans an
excursion Lo ‘iwange and Binega for July, the 14th to 17th. 1 don't know Lheir
programme but they might contact BIDA as well. We gave them BIDA's address.
Please, lel Lizzi know that these people may come. Since they arrange their
own programme [ don’t think it will be useful for you to make an extra trip
to Binga. If you should be there by chance, you can take the opporlunity Lo
meel them.

Last but not least: I don’t know whether you learned whilst being with us
Lhat the Gosener Church in India celebrales it’s 100 anniversary in October
and November Lhis vear. Part of the celebration will be a workshop about the
socinl responsibility of the Church. That workshop is meant for grassroot
people (rom the Gossner Church in India with some participants from Germany
and resource persons [rom both countries, India and Germany. The workshop
will be take place from October the I5th to the 2lst.

Gossner Mission likes to invite somebody from Zimbabwe to participale in Lhat
workshop, with a programme prior to and after the workshop so that the whole
time for a visit to India can cover ‘the period October 12th to 25Lh. Tle
person coming should be preferable a women which is not a must, work on the
gragsroot level in the field of "Learning for Transformation" and be familiar
with the phiiosophy behind the three volume publication "Learning for
Transformation” issued by the ZCC which is well known and well used in India,
Gossner Mission will of course stand for all expenditures for that visit.
Whom shall we invite? Please, give us a name. Would Selina be the right
person? Or Miss Chipo Khupe? Or anybody else?

I wish vou all the best and look forward Lo hearing [rom you., Please, convey
my best regards to vour director, Mrs. Tanyongana, to your secrelary Janet
and ail the other colleagues.

With kind greetings.
Yours,

Rolidu Lty
Friederike Schulze

ce. Lto: Mr. Claasen, Mr. Hess, Mr. Mai, BfW
Rev, Kuchera and Mrs, Tanyongana, 700




Gossner

) Mission

Per Telefax!

Fax: 004122/7910361
FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax

030/6361198

An

Rev. Gert Riippell
c/o WCC

150, Route de Ferney

CH-1211 Genf, Schweiz
Berlin, den 27. Juni 1995
Dear Gert (or to whom it may concern in the department),

we are glad to have heared, that you have become the sucessor of Gerhard Linn in the WCC.
We congratulate you (belated) for this call and wish you all the best for your work. We do
hope to meet at some occasion. We might also be coming from Gossner Mission for talks
with different persons and departments about common interests in the second half of this
year.

Today we have a very simple request. We are planning a seminar in October at the occasion
of the 150 years’ jubilee of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ranchi. For that we
would like to contact C.T. Kurien, but donot have his address. I think, it should be an easy

thing for you to get hold of it and either send a short fax message or a phone call to either

one of us (Phone and fax are one number each for the whole office: Tel. 0049-30-6317809 -
Fax: 6361198).

We are sorry to bother you with such trivial things, but we have contacted th UELCI ion
India with no response since quite a time.

Thanking you in advance for your trouble we remein with best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Ursula Hecker Dieter Hecker
India Desk Director

[zl ot G S~
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Gossner
Mission
By Telefax! - 0091-241-28682
Urgent Message!

FennstraBe 31

D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstrafSe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon

030/6317809

Teletfax
SRS R, 030/6361198

Bishop George Ninan
Ahmednagar - India

Berlin, 22. June 1995

Ref.: Seminar of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and Gossner Mission on
“Social Responsibility of the Church” from 17th - 21st October at Ranchi / Bihar

Dear Bishop George Ninan,

we wanted to write already since some weeks to you, but didnot have your latest address. Just last
week we met Rev. Joshi from BUILD at the Evangelische Kirchentag at Hamburg, who gave us the
same.

We would like to invite you to give a lecture at an Ecumenical Seminar of the G.E.L. Church
together with Gossner Mission at Ranchi in October. We shall give a short description of the aims
and objectives of this seminar, so that you can get an idea of it. If you still are free at this date and
can manage to come, we would send you more details immediately after your reply.

We are not aware, how far you are familiar with the situation of the G.E. L. Church in Chotanagpur
and Assam, which is a predominantly tribal church and will be celebrating its 150 Years' Jubilee
from October 30th to the 2nd November 1995 at Ranchi. In this connection the G.E.L. Church and
its main oversea’s partner, Gossner Mission at Berlin thought it useful, not only to have solemn
celebrations, but also use this occasion for a seminar to build awareness for the present social and
political problems in the highly sensitive area of Chotanagpur. You certainly know, that the
environment in Chotanagpur is determined by the heavy industry and all the problems connected
with this, especially for the Adivasi population, which had to bear more disadvatages than enjoying
the advantages of this modern development. - On the other hand this church is still mainly a rural
church, which has not taken up the challenges of the urban and industrial development and is also
lacking a systematic study and training in its own social responsibility both for the rural and the
~ urban situation. This seminar tries to make a new start to bring together parish members, people
responsible in the church on higher levels and members of social action groups in Chotanagpur
with ecumenical resource persons who have experience in community organizing. The outside
participants will be from Germany, Nepal and Zimbabwe. The totel number will be about 60 - 80
persons.

J.
The basic structure of the seminar will be as follows:
% For people from outside, who are not familiar with the situation in India and Chotanagpur
we have planned an exposure programme from 12 -15 Ocotber.
> 16th October: Arrival day.
” 17th - 19th Oct. The main part with the same structure each day:
- Bible Study

- Lectures about different topics:
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* Political and social situation of Chotanagpur
* New Economic Development and its consequences
(World Bank, IMF, etc.)
* The answer of the church to these challenges.

- Group work on the lectures and exchange of own
experiences.

- Workshops for methods of communication like the use of
drama, music, dances, songs and other media.

- Social Gettogehter in the evenings.

® 20th Oct. - Feed back, Evaluation and further planning.
- Closing Service.
» 21st Oct.: Departure.

This is the rough outline. We would request you to take the lecture on: “The answer of the Church
to the Social and Economic Challenges.”" - We have been asking you, although you may not be
familiar with the situation in Chotanagpur itself so much, but you have been working in an urban
and industrial setting in India for a long time and have also experiences about the ecumenical
discussion in Asia and beyond. - We would appreciate, if you could also be available as resource
person during the seminar. The date which we have reserved for your topic is th 19th October.

The persons responsible for the planning in India are:

Dr. Paul Singh, Director of the Mission Department of G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound,
Ranchi 834001.

Dr. Nirmal Minz, Bishop of the North-West G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Main Road,
Ranchi 834 001.

You will know the two persons, especially Dr. Nirmal Minz, from other occasions and ecumenical
meetings.

It would be helpful for us, if you could send us your reply, if you will be able accept our request as
soon as possible to our address in Germany (preferably by Telefax: 0049-30-6361198). All the other
details could be settled later. Since this seminar is sponsored by the Church Development Service,
you could naturally come by flight to Ranchi to save time.

Hoping to hear from you soon, we remain with best wishes and kind regards,

Yours in Christ
] //“ /‘
Rev. Dieter Hecker Rev. Ursula Hecker

Director India Desk
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Bishop of Nasik

Qutram Road, Tarakpur
Ahmednagar 414001, Maharashtra, Indla
Tel- 0241/26746
26th June 95.
Attn. Rev.Delter Hecker

Rev.Ursula Hecker,.
Gosener Mission,

FennstraBe 31
D=12439 Berlin., rax=No. ﬁ? 30 6361198

Dear friends,

Thank you for your fax regarding the sendinar at

e M G R ( L

accept the invitation to make @& presentation on
"Social Responsibility of the Church" on 19th
october. I have to leave for Bangladesh on 20th
October. Please send me details of the seminar,

with all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,
Rasii = ft;,
'+' L ? C ™ -(.; . T \f.)--._.-
Rt .Rev.Dr .George Ninan

Bishop of Nasik

GN/BJ
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Gossner Mission I =
Fennstr. 31, D-12439 Berlin - Tel. 0049-30- 631 78 09 / Fax: 636 11 98

Seminar of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and Gossner Mission:
“Social Responsibility of the Church Today”
from 17th - 21st October at Ranchi / Bihar - India

The G.E. L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam and Gossner Mission Berlin are commemorating 1995 the
150th anniversary of the arrival of the first five missionaries at Ranchi / Chotanagpur sent by Johannes
Evangelista Gossner. The G.E.L. Church in Chotanagpur and Assam, which came out of this event as a
predominantly Adivasi church, will be celebrating its 150 Years' Jubilee from October 30th to the 2nd
November 1995 at Ranchi. In this connection the G.E.L. Church and Gossner Mission at Berlin thought it
useful, not only to have solemn celebrations, but to use this occasion for a seminar to build awareness for
the present social and political problems in the church, since the highly sensitivetribal area of Chotanag-
pur is determined today by the highest concentration of heavy industry in India. Industrialization and
urbanization have created big problems especially for the Adivasi population, which had rather to bear
the disadvatages of this modern development than could enjoy the advantages .

On the other hand this church is still mainly a rural church, which has not taken up the challenges of the
urban and industrial development, but is also lacking a systematic study and training in its own social
responsibility in the villages. So there is a need for more awareness of the problems both for the rural and
the urban situation. This seminar tries to make a new start to bring together parish members, people
responsible in the church on higher levels and members of social action groups in Chotanagpur with
ecumenical resource persons who have experience in community organizing ouside Chotanagpur in India
and abroad. The outside participants will be from Germany, Nepal and Zimbabwe. The total numberof
participants will be about 60 - 80 persons.

Programme of the Seminar

12th - 15th Oct.: Exposure programme
This is meant for people from outside, who are not familiar with the situation in
India and Chotanagpur.

16th October: Arrival of the participants

17th - 19th Oct.: Seminar on: "Social Responsibility of the Church today"
The structure of each day will be:
- Bible Study '

- Lectures on the following topics:
*  Political and social situation of Chotanagpur
* New Economic Developments (World Bank, IMF, etc.) and its consequences
for the Indian Society ¢
The answer of the church to these challenges.
- Group work on the lectures and exchange of own experiences.
- Workshops about methods of communication like the use of drama, music,
dances, songs and other media.
- Social Gettogehter in the evenings.
20th Oct. Feed back, Evaluation and further Planning. - Closing Service.
21st Oct.: Departure.

A detailed programme will be available in September 1995 and sent to the participants.

The persons responsible for the planning in India are:

Dr. Paul Singh, Director, Mission Department of G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Ranchi 834001.
Dr. Nirmal Minz, Bishop, North-West G.E.L.. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Main Road, Ranchi 834 001.

In Germany, for further information, please contact:
Rev. Ursula Hecker, India Desk; Rev. Bernd Krause, Social and Community Services, Gossner Mission .

Berlin, 20th July 1995

Rev. Dieter Hecker Rev. Ursula Hecker Rev. Bernd Krause
Director India Desk Social and Community Services
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Emeritus Professor 28, Juli1995
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Dear Rev. Ursala Hecker,

I am sorry that your Fax letter of 12th Julv has
. remained unanswered for over a week. This was because [
was away during the last few days.

Thank you very much for Iinviting me to make a
presentation at the seminar on Soical Responsibilitv orf the
Church at Ranchi from (October 19 to Z1. I regret very much that
because of commitments that I have already taken up and for
certain family reasons 1 cannot be away from Madras in the
second half of October. I reguest you to excuse me. I wish
the seminar all success.

With warm regards,

Yours sincerely.

L7 R

C.T. Kurien

Rev. Ursala Hecker
India Desk
Goesner Mission
Fennstrabe-31
D-12438, Berlin
Germany
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Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
(Regd. under Societies Registration act. XXI of 1860)

G. E, L. Church, Ranchi
Director & Seeretary Bihar/India

Rev. Dr. C.K. Paul Singh, B.D, Dr. Theol (Berlin) s Phome-23358
Eingegangen

Ref. Memo No 34/95 BEL The 184795

Rev, Mrs U,Hecker 2B. Juii1995
Asia Secretary, GM

r [ ke 24 Erledigt:..
12439 BERLIN, GERMANY
Dear Rev,Mrs Hecker, TeLeFAx (o 30) 6% 11 9%

As I did not get any further information or confirmation regarding the
ensuing Seminar on "Church Mission and Society oriented Service" at Ranchi,
I am writing this letter requesting you to kindly confirm the programme
ti@). it shall be conducted during Oct,17=21,1995. I hope, you have received
a green signal for help from EMW,similarly you have the list of Bible Study
conductors, Resources persons, sharing persoms and the participants from
various countries as proposed by you during our talks at Ranchi; I also

shall be glad to receive names and personalia of the participants , who
would be interested in Exposure Programmes, kindly write to Pramukh Adhyaksh
regarding pluuu.* congregations - rural,urban,small, big .. etce
As the Church situation seems to be uncertain due to non=completion of talks
between GELC and NWGELC under the Umbrella of UELCI, Joint Jubilee Cele~
brations and other activities seem to be jeopardized, However I would
personally like that the Seminar be conducted as Scheduled, Rev,Dr.Minz
also would like to have the confirmation regarding the Seminar, I shall

te the participants from GELC/NWGELC and the neighbouring churches
after your confirmation.

Wwe had a Seminar for Pastors and some Laities on the subject in June,
Participants enjoyed it and many say it to be of great success, but I am
not quite satisfied, because the Action Plans are too general, although as
preparatorial Seminar it was quite good.
HRDC is not yet completed,but the structure has been finished, inside and
outside works are in progress, I am thinking of, its inaugration on 12th
or 16th Oct. I had an equiring for 'sSolar System', an overhead light unit
costs ca, Rs,30000/- and *Pump Set' ca Rs, 38000/=-,

with Many Greetings to you all, Yours My

(RBV;D: OCCx‘qu Sin
P; : gew-r-) ’7 Col) hep Seeo) e eV ov Director, BEL

‘ﬂ? ff&.{ on abeve PpYE- N7
el Y




Per Telefax! Urgent Message!
Fax: 0091-44-23 50 305

To

Prof. C.T. Kurien

Madras Institute of Development Studies
79, Il Main Road - Gandhi Nagar, Adyar
Madras 600 020 India

Berlin, 12th July 1995

Ref.: Seminar of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and Gossner Mission on
“Social Responsibility of the Church” from 17th - 21st October at Ranchi / Bihar

Dear Prof. C.T. Kurien,

please excuse us for writing so late for a request concerning a seminar already in October in
Ranchi. We were desparately looking for your address, until Dr. Gert Ruppell from Unit Il 2G1
from the WCC gave it to us.

We would like to invite you to give a lecture at an Ecumenical Seminar of the Gossner
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chotanagpur and Assam together with Gossner Mission at
Ranchi in October. Our Indian partners in the Preparation Committee were very much eager
to have you for one of the lectures of this dseminar. We shall give a short description of the
aims and objectives of this seminar, so that you can get an idea of it. If you still are free at
this date and can manage to come, we would send you more details immediately after your
reply.

We are not aware, how far you are familiar with the situation of the G.E. L. Church in
Chotanagpur and Assam, which is a predominantly tribal church and will be celebrating its
150 Years' Jubilee from October 30th to the 2nd November 1995 at Ranchi. In this
connection the G.E.L. Church and its main oversea's partner, Gossner Mission at Berlin
thought it useful, not only to have solemn celebrations, but also use this occasion for a
seminar to build awareness for the present social and political problems in the highly sensitive
area of Chotanagpur. You certainly know, that the environment in Chotanagpur is determined
by the heavy industry and all the problems connected with this, especially for the Adivasi
population, which had to bear more disadvatages than enjoying the advantages of this
modem development. - On the other hand this church is still mainly a rural church, which has
not taken up the challenges of the urban and industrial development and is also lacking a
systematic study and training in its own social responsibility both for the rural and the urban
situation. This seminar tries to make a new start to bring together parish members, people
responsible in the church on higher levels and members of social action groups in
Chotanagpur with ecumenical resource persons who have experience in community
organizing. The outside participants will be from Germany, Nepal and Zimbabwe. The totel
number will be about 60 - 80 persons.




The basic structure of the seminar will be as follows:

" 12th - 15th Ocotber.
# For people from outside, who are not familiar with the situation in India and
Chotanagpur we have planned an exposure programme.

* 16th October: Arrival day.
o 17th - 19th Oct. The main part with the same structure each day:
- Bible Study

- LLectures about different topics:
* Political and social situation of Chotanagpur
* New Economic Development and its consequences for
the Society  (World Bank, IMF, etc.)
* The answer of the church to these challenges.

- Group work on the lectures and exchange of own
experiences.

- Workshops for methods of communication like the use
of drama, music, dances, songs and other media.

- Social Gettogehter in the evenings.

B 20th Oct. B Feed back, Evaluation and further planning.
B Closing Service.
. 21st Oct.: Departure.

This is the rough outline. We would request you to take the lecture on: “The New Economic
Developements in India and its consequences for the Society.” - We have been asking you,
although you may not be familiar with the situation in Chotanagpur itself so much, but you
have been working on economic developments in India from a social point of view and its
relevance for the Churches and Christians for a long time and have also experiences about
the ecumenical discussion in Asia and beyond. - We would appreciate, if you could also be
available as resource person during the seminar. The date which we have reserved for your
topic is th 18th October.

The persons responsible for the planning in India are:

Dr. Paul Singh, Director of the Mission Department of G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church
Compound, Ranchi 834001.

Dr. Nirmal Minz, Bishop of the North-West G.E.L. Church, G.E.L. Church Compound, Main
Road, Ranchi 834 001.

You will know the two persons, especially Dr. Nirmal Minz, from other occasions and
ecumenical meetings.

It would be helpful for us, if you could send us your reply, if you will be able accept our
request as soon as possible to our address in Germany (preferably by Telefax: 0049-30-
6361198). All the other details could be settied later. Since this seminar is sponsored by the
Church Development Service, you could naturally come by flight to Ranchi to save time.

Hoping to hear from you soon, we remain with best wishes and kind regards,

Yours in Christ,

(gbuﬁé‘/ﬁf el é (/C;_ /\\

Rev. Dieter Hecker Rev. Ursula Hecker
Director India Desk
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To

The Director of Rural pevelopment Department
of the United Mission to Nepal

Ms Karin Doehne

P.0.Box 126

Kathmandu - Nepal

Kathmandu. 1.5.95

Dear Karin Doehne,

As a result of our discussions about the plans of a seminars
about "Social Awareness about the Problems in Chotanagpur’ to be
held in cooperation of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Chotanagpur and Assam and Gossner Mission at Ranchi from 16-21
October, 1995, we would like to put the following reqgquest to your
department. ¥

could you please send two persons as resource persons for this
seminar, who are experienced in matters of conscientization of
people to take up social responsibilities in their own context.
They should have also been involved in organizing similar
seminars in Nepal. From the expected dynamics of the seminar and
the language it would be the.best, if this could be one
expatriate and one Nepali person.

The background of this seminar is the following: The G. B
church has a 150 years’ tradition in Christian faith and witne
to the gospel. They have peen independent since 1919 and are
completely self supporting in their basic life and have a very
active Department of Mission with 180 pastors and evangelists,
who are doing faithful work with good results in respect to the
growth of the church.

The church feels howsver a weakness in responding to the social
challenges of the world around her, which is characterized by two
factors mainly:

- Basically, the members are living mostly in a rural setting
as farmers, predominantly belonging to the Tribal population
(Adivasi).

At the same time in Chotanagpur the heavy industry of India
has been developed in the last 40 years with steel plants,
mining and other heavy industries, so that it has been
called the "Ruhrgebiet of India".




,—2——

The church has so far not been able to respond properly to the
needs of both situations. Therefore, this seminar is an attempt
to bring together people, who have been active already in social
initiatives and action groups inside and outside the church with
representatives of the church administration at different levels
with participation of ecumenical guests, who will contribute
their own experiences in different contexts. These will consist
of members of other churches in India, participants from Germany,
Zambia and the two persons from UMN.

You will find the tentative programme as enclosure to this
letter. We would expect from the two participants of the UMN ,
that they would share with the seminar their own experiences in
motivating and organizing people in a situation with very limited
resources and also be present during the group discussions as
resource persons.

It would be helpful, if they could arrive on the 10th October
already to take part in an exposure programme in the villages of
Chotanagpur to get an idea about the difference of that situation
to the villages in Nepal. Gossner Mission will naturally bear
the costs for travel and the seminar.

Thanking you in advance for your kind cooperation we remain with
best wishes for your work and kind regards.

Yours sincerely,
Dieter Hecker, Director

Ursula Hecker, Nepal Desk




To
Mr.
Ed de la Torre, IPD

delivered bv Annette Flade

Dear Ed,

my cordial greetings and by that occasion, the visit of the
women's group, you can see, that we are still sympathicwith hard
and mind to the people of the Philippines and their struggle.

We even need at the moment very much vour solidarity to overcome
the events of the breakdown of socialism on our strategies and
our committment.

One of the partnership programmes and hopeful developments is the
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India (CELC) which is an
Adivasi church which was very much encouraging for their
struggle. The GELC is celebrating their 150th anniversary at the
2nd November 1995.

For that occasion they are planning together with us a churchwide
seminary for social service and social responsibility in church
and congregation.

We want to gather activists from different regions, different
concerned groups and even partners from other denominations to
start a kind of experience exchange, networking and training
programme .

The whole thing is a very new move. That means we need somebody
who is able to enspire them, to help them to adequate analyses
and to enable them to more selfconfidence, and that somebody
should be you. Therefore my official request:

Could you please assist us in Ranchi, India, from almost October
16th 1995 for at least one week seminary with the above described
task. It would be very nice if you could stav there until the
festival procedure at the 2nd November.

All the expences will be paved by Gossner Mission.

I am very much involved in the preparation of that seminary and
it is a fascinating idea for me to work together with vou at that
occasion. Please let us know as soon as possible wether vou are
still free to join us in the preparatory group.

With cordially greetings, sincerely vours,

(Bernd Krause)
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Gossner liv_nngellcll _l..utllcrln Church
(Regd. under Societies Regintration act XXI  of 1860)

Dyirector & Secratary G. Bs- L. Church,

Rev, Dr, C. K, Paul Singh. B: D, Dr. Theal. {Berlin) Ranchi=834001
Bihar/india
Phone 23868

Ref. Memo No. The __9th June 1994

Rev D, Hecker
Director,GMFe
Fennstr, 31
Berlin

Dear Rev Hecker,

Thank you very much for your kind letter dt 2.,Mai 1994, 1 am very sorry that
I could not write to you earlier,

Meanwhile I had been to Anflamans and Nicobar Island along with Rev M.Barjo
and Rev J,Topno(Secretary Bd of Properties.We saw and discussed varias

. oo Plans and projects as well as problems including the possible works under

‘v BEL ,We have agreed to send two workers(a Pastor and an Evangelist) t® be
found out by the Apchal Adhyaksh Rev M¢Barjo. Due to extrem heat 1 #fell

sick with high fever and its weakness compelled me to cancelled varjous

programmes of Youth and Women conventions except that of SEAnchal Yuwa Sangh

.[-';-on 6-13 June 1994 we have the Rferesher Course and Work Camp for the
wprkers of EWFs at Ranchi,%05 members from all fields have come togethher
and we are holding classes in the Christ Church Ranghi with three wokking
(mornigg -evenning) ab the site of HRDC,Some youthe from Ranehi also joined
for an hour or so,

The fomndation works of the HRDC have been started with the amount giwen by
GM along with the amount fot the Mini Library(amountingt to Rs 100080'

The work is being delayed due to various unavoidable reasons however we are
going ahead according to the plan, Meanwhi le we have P8¥ got the informati
from EMN thatthey have granted th e amount of Dm 75 000,~ We have stated

the process to to get the amount as soon as possible so that we can go ahead
with the construction workes.

.Heuﬂth I am éending also the plan and estimate(porposed) for th e Semina
1995, We could not discussed the matter with the Pramukh Adhyaksh fully.The

time schedule,theme, different subjects of ectures and discussions etc
are some of ideas,You may kindly give your 5roposals after discussions
with the Pramukh Adhyaksh, I would also like to pPropose for some predeminar

.Seminars for the "INTERESTED PEOPLE of the Church in October/Novemberi 994,

We have not yet finalised the RINVORLESUNG gor the Gossner Theological
CollegeDr, Dang seems to agree to the proposal,but it has to be discussed

in the Faculty of the College, I¢ hope that Dr Dang shall take pos ve st
to materialise the po:posal-o% RINGVORLESUNG, posfive s eps

When you have your proposals for th invisaged Seminar 1995,we shall send t
the final plan and estimate by the midlle of July thatf it’can be sent to

kg ED’oF?ﬁe. assistent is busy in arrangements for the Refresher couree and

Work Camp I typed the letter,therefore kindly excuse me for the mistaks and
typing errorg,With Greetings, Yours sincerely *SD

OFHICTp 4 ne a ) Cffklx' ““"%\g%’
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HRDC/DCMD ’
GELC‘thnn Resources Development Centre/ Department of Christian Minis:
try and Development

SEMINAR on:Christian/Church Ministry and Development(socdéal involveme

1, Time :October 1995 (During Puja Holidays)
11 Venue: HRDC/ GELC,Ranchi
III Participants: 8 participants from each Anchal and Hd Qrtrs Cong.

as follows : 1.Qg§&§{gnMBﬁB§ng rpre 2

2., Woman Work officers 2
3, Youth Work officers 2(1+1 Male-Fem,)

4,ChildrenWork leadees 2 2 »
(Sunday School etc,)

= 48 Members participants
10 ecumenical participants from neighbouring churches
12 resource pepsons (mixed:_ £/m,local/ecum, etcs)

Toadal 70 participants
IV Expenses:
a) Fooding @Rs 40/~ for 6 days of 70 participants Rs 16800,

b)T ¢AeOrs 300/~ (average)for 70 paticipants 21000,
¢)Accomodation 25|~ (average) 50 parti, (6 days) 7500,
d) Miscelleneous,Contig, 700,

Total Rs 46000,
"25% may be collected locally by way of registration fees.
Fellowing subjects and sub-subjects may be dealt with during the semi
by way oflectures and response,diacussion groups,etc:

Main Theme: Christian Ministry and Development (Today)

3 Bible Study : Isa,61:1-3,Lk 4:16ff,Titus 1-3 Chps., etc
2 Key Note Address: Re-Valuation of our Christian Ministry and
Development Wé##¥ in and through our Church(es)
q.What is Christian Ministr in Christ's Way(Preaching,Teaching and
Healing ) Today? ! HolichHt appadmrh |
@ . What is Development? A Christian Understanding/Approach?
5., What is"Today"? Changing and Worsening Situations in Church and
Society - in ref to Christian faith,Human rights,
Environmental Problems,eccology ,etc.

07 6. Implications of World Bank,International Monetary Fund,GATT,etc,




a0

7. Role/Implications of NGO's in Church and Society V

8.ldentification of Situations of different lIssues of Children,Youth,
Man/ﬂonan(wife/husband)_ Parenthood,Senios,etc.:

a) Children: Education,Christian Hducation,Health,child labour,
begging,rags collecting ,pickpocketing,various for
of other exploitaions-

b) Youth : Education,professional Trainign,Emloyment,Drug Edict

alkohlism, marriage Problems ,Jouvenile diseases,etc
¢) Man/Woman: Merrital life,both working Partners,Parental respo
responsiblities, Equal rights,etc.

d) Seniors :Untimely/unprepared retirments,Loneliness, obstacle
in independent growth of the Youngsters, etc,

9. Analysis of the Situations(as shownabove etc)in one8s own family
church/Congregation and society of the Participants'

10, Action Plans for further/better Christian Ministry and Devlop-
ment to be acted upon in given situations as analy
sed of the family,church and society,

11, Propesal/Point of Follow up programmes seem to be a MUST
Dec1995Feb,.1996 with some finnancial assistence for the lower le
level Work shope in Anchal/Ilaka.

Expected results can be evaluated only after/during such follow
up programmes,

o el
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P.O. Box 30315

Tel: 229551

Telex: 45160 CHRIST
Fax: 224308
Lusaka, Zambia

& THE CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF ZAMBIA
N

All correspondence to be addressed to
The General Secretary, Tel: 224308

Your Ref:
Our Ref:
April 5th, 1995

Rev Dieter Hecker
Gossner Mission
Fennstrabe 31
D-12439

Berlin

GERMANY

Dear Rev Hecker

RE: INVITATION FOR THE 150 YEARS' JUBILEE OF THE GOSSNER
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 1995

Thank you for your letter dated 24 March, 1995 which was hand
delivered to us by Aloisia Shittematler.

I am very grateful for the invitation extended to me to attend
the 150 years jubilee of the Gossner Evangelical Church from
October/November, 1995.

Looking at the length of duration involved, it appears that I
would only be able to attend part of the jubilee, say from 17th
to 23rd or from 31st to the 2nd November. Kindly advise me which
part you may feel would be most suitable for me to contribute to.

Thanking you once more for the invitation and looking forward to
hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

WA -
REV V SAMPA BREDT
GENERAL SECRETARY
C.C. Rev Ursula Hecker
India Desk
rman hairma General Secretary
ey lg?s(.:l(. Ban(;’a Rev. V. Sampa - Bredt

Bishop C. Shaba
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Eingegangen

Dr.M. Bage Gurukul Lutheran
S e Theological College
16.re0.1885 94 Purasawalkam High Road
Kilpauk
Siindioll TEYL Madras 600 010
E;‘ = —
8.2.1995

Rev. Ms Ursula Hecker

Secretary for India

Gossner Mission

FennstraBe 31

D-12439 Berlin

Germany

Dear Mrs. Hecker,
l
- . Your letter 'of Jan.20, 1995 was received here on

30th January. I appreciate Gossner Mission's plan to

publish a special issue of Gossner magazine to participate
in the 150th Jubilee celebration. 1 accept this work . you
are giving me and I hope that I may be able to send you
the article through Dr. Roeber. I will meet him either at
Ranchi or Gurukul.

Yesterday 1 also received a letter from Rev. Dierk
Hansen from Dortmund. The letter mentions that they are
members of the group you or Rev.Hecker is organising to
visit India in April and that they on their way £from
Mangalore to Calcutta would like to stop at Gurukul on 6th
April to 7th and leave on 8th morning. Although I will
not be here at that time, I will certainly have arranged
for their stay, with Gurukul people.

In the meanwhile, I am expecting from you the
. number of visitors (men and women) who will be at
Govindpur on April 18-20, 1995.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

; .r)‘ _,{..f_ y |
//J%m A

(M. BAGE)
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groBten Kohle- und Erzvorkommen liegen. Was die traditionelle
Hindugesellschaft in Jahrtausenden nicht geschafft hat, namlich
die Adivasi zu entwurzeln, hat die moderne Zivilisation und

Wirtschaft in verheerendem MaBe begonnen. Ganze Landstriche

~“werden umgesiedelt, die traditionelle Dorfgemeinschaft zerstort.

Die Kirche muB sich mit groBen sozialen Problemen und mit einer
ihr unbekannten technisierten Welt auseinandersetzen.

Fiir die Gossner Kirche ist es wichtig, Kontakte nach auBlen zu
pflegen, damit sie kritische Bestdrkung erhdlt auf ihrem Weg und
Erfahrungen von anderen Kirchen fruchtbar machen kann.

Die direkte Einladung zum Jubildum wird von der Gossner Kirche
selbst noch ausgesprochen. Die Gossner Mission - wissend, daB in
Deutschland Termine Monate vorher geplant werden - wollte Ihnen
den Zeitraum des Jubildums auf diesem Wege mitteilen, damit Sie
sie bei Thren Planungen beriicksichtigen kénnen und voriiberlegen,
wer von der Kirchenleitung eventuell an den Feierlichkeiten
teilnehmen kann. Die Gossner Mission ist auch bereit, zusammen
mit der Gossner Kirche ein mehrtagiges Programm zu planen. Es
widre schade, wenn Besucher von hier nur die Erfahrung der groBen
Feierlichkeiten in Ranchi mit nach Hause ndhmen und nicht einige
Landgemeinden besucht hitten.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen, auch von der Indienreferentin Ursula
Hecker,

Jeelor ol

(Dieter Hecker)
Direktor



4 Gossner
W ¥ Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
An die Telefax
Leitung der Evangelischen ORI
Kirche von Westfalen 030/6361198
z.Hd. Herrn OKR Dr. Ulrich Beyer
Altstddter Kirchplatz 5

33602 Bielefeld

Berlin, d. 7.11.1994

150 jadhriges Jubildum der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chotanagpur und Assam

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!

Am 2. November 1845 kamen vier Missionare nach Ranchi in
Chotanagpur, dem jetzigen Zentrum der Gossner Kirche. Sie waren
von Johannes Evangelista Gossner in Berlin ausgesandt, um "die
Liebe Christi zu verkiindigen mit der Hadnde Arbeit". Urspriinglich
war ihr Plan, nach Burma weiterzureisen. In Calcutta liberzeugten
Adivasi, die Ureinwohner Indiens, die vier Deutschen, daB sie
nach Chotanagpur in Siidbihar kommten sollten, um dort den
Menschen nicht nur das Evangelium zu predigen, sondern sie auch
zu unterstiitzen in ihrem Kampf gegen Unterdriickung wund
Ausbeutung, gegen Feudalherren und Kastenhindus.

Aus diesen Anfangen ist eine groBe Kirche gewachsen, die fast
ausschliefflich aus Ureinwohnern besteht und schon frith - 1919 -
ihre Autonomie erreicht hat. Uber die Gossner Mission hat sie
immer Kontakt zu Deutschland gehalten. In den letzten Jahrzehnten
entwickelte sich aber immer mehr eine Partnerschaft zu
verschiedenen deutschen Kirchen, zu denen auch Ihre Landeskirche
gehort.

Ndachstes Jahr, vom 31.0ktober bis 2. November 1995, feiert die
Kirche ihr 150jdhriges Jubildum. Dazu l&dt sie auch Freunde und
Partner aus der Oekumene ein und wiirde sich liber eine Beteiligung
der Evangelischen Kirche von Westfalen sehr freuen.

Die Kirche hat sich gerade in den letzten Jahrzehnten mit groflen
Problemen zu beschidftigen. Um ihre Identitdt bewahren zu kdénnen,
waren die Adivasi vor den arischen Einwanderern in den Dschungel
der Berge gefliichtet. Dort konnten sie bis nach der
Unabhdngigkeit Indiens ein relativ ungestdrtes Leben fiihren.
Jetzt hat sich herausgestellt, daB gerade in ihrem Gebiet die

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 100602 37 Konto 139300
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g New Light Life Center
| 14.teo. 1985 ':__Govindpur.
ST R T e Date = 7/2/95.

Respected Mrs, Hecker,
Our Jeshu Sahai to you.
' You are gladly informed that the decesion has been taken for
Celebrating the Descenial Jubilee of the New Life Light Center on
l . this occasion all of you are welcomed,
" In this occasion you are Préquested to pnrticipatn with
your group according %o the imvitation letter.
; . Also you are rtqm to inform us 4n advance the total
- number of male and female partioipantt.
You would got a letter from Dr. Bage regarding Jubilee
Celebration. -
With best wishes.

Again Yeshu Sahai.

Yours
S, Bhengra.

ey (3624Sy
T e ; Goviud/wy,




NEW LIFE LIGHT CENTRE, GOVINDPUR

Jan. 5, 1995

T'.'.m Q. el

&l%‘f‘? éar.rw Mrss)en
MM ...

GERMA N /

INViTATIO

‘eu' Sir / Madam :

On behalf of the NEW LIFE LIGHT CENTRE,
GOVINDPUR I hereby take pleasure in extending an invitation
to you to participate in the FIRST DESCENNIAL CELEBRA-
TION of the New Life Light Programme, Govindpur to be
held on April 18—20, 1995 at Govindpur. For necessary
information in this regard please see on its back.

MAY THE NAME OF THE LORD BE PRAISED

Yours Sincerely,
Dr. M. Bage
Director
New Life Light Centre
. Govindpur




Dates
Place
April
Aprii

April

April
April

April

15,
17,
18;
19,
20

21,

Celebration Programme

April 18-20,71995

G. E. L, Church Govindpur
Saturday Evening : Arrival of Foreign guests
Monday Evening : Arrival of Ex-students
Work-Camp-at New. Life Light Centre
Wednesday -« Seminar

Foreoon — Thanks giving ~Service,
Afternoon—Sdbha’ (Gathering)

Friday : Departure afier break fast’




Please note :

1. Detail programme will be availalable after arrival.
2. Travelling expenses to be met by the participants
themselves.

3. Any donation to meet the Celebration Cost will be thank=
fully received by the N L. L. Treasurer, Rev. A. B, Surin,
Govindpur.

4. For any additional information required please write to
Rev A. B, Surin. G E L. Church Govindpur, At & P. O.
Govindpur Dt Ranchi _Bihar (INDIA) Pn. §3 2%y

5. Each participant is requested to fill up the form below
and recturn to Rev. A. B. Surin on address mentioned

. above

NEmME S ReH N/ MissIMes S G MR s RS
VT T AL M ST

Sessssman tTS mas was BEERESE

Arriving Govindpur on............ . th April........cccocviie cevene e
from............ ........by train / bus (Strike off if not required)
Leaving Govindpuron ... .. .th April . ... . .. . o

fOr vaevrs aeiunios aa se.. DY train / bus (Strike off if not required)

e A T T TR RPN T A e, T o Signature




NEW LIFE LIGHT CENTRE, GOVINDPUR

Jan, 5, 1995
To

e s AR NRTARR AR AR RRE R R R R SRR rEE

SRR AN NEE cua PN L as BN TREpus s R R TR RS

INVIT&T!ON

.)ur Sir / Madam :

On behalf of the NEW LIFE LIGHT CENTRE,

GOVINDPUR I hereby take pleasure in extending an invitation
to you to participate in the FIRST DESCENNIAL CELEBRA-

TION of the New Life Light Programme, Govindpur to be
held on April 18—20, 1995 at Govindpur For necessary
information in this regard please see on its back.

MAY THE NAME OF THE LORD BE PRAISED

Yours Sincerely,
Dr. M, Bage
Directlor
New Life Light Centre
Govindpur




Dates
Place
April
Aprii
April
April
April

April

15,
17,
18,
19,
20

v b po

Celebration Programme

April 18-20,'1995 -

G. E. L. Church Govindpur
Saturday Evening : Arrival of Foreign guests
Monday Evening : Arrival of Ex-students
Werk-Gamp, at New. Life Light Centre
Wednesday | -Seminar
Foréndon -~ Thanks giving ' 'Service,

"Afternoon-~Sabha (Gathering)

Friday : Départure afier break fast '




Please note :

1. Detail programme will be availalable after arrival.
2. Travelling expenses to be met by the participants
themselves.

3. Anydonation to meet the Celebration Cost will be thank-
fully received by the N L. L. Treasurer, Rev. A. B. Surin,
Govindpur,

4. For any additional information required please write to
Rev A. B, Surin. G E L. Church Govindpur, At & P. O.
Govindpur. Dt. Ranchi. Bihar (INDIA) Pa. @i - ¢

5. Each participant is requested to fill up the form below

and rcturn to Rev. A. B. Surin on address mentioned

. above.

Name : Rev. / Mr. / Miss'Mrs ...cccoevevinnnns
e L el s

D R S A RPN

Arriving Govindpur on............ R L s S S R,
from............ .......by train / bus (Strike off if not required)
Leaving Govindpuron ... .. th April . . .

fOF uassiaesrses ua we.0. by train / bus (Strike off if not required)

Place... ... B e RN ik EREn s S Signature
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Gossuer-_Mission in der DDR

1195 Berlin,

Rodelbergweg 6
Ruf 6328077

Postscheck: Berlin 7199-58-4408 / Bank: Berliner Stadtkontor 6691-16-296
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< Gossner

“ 7" Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax

Herrn
Helmuth Borutta 03076351188,

Schliiterstr. 6 030/6361198

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

90480 Niirnberg
23.1.,1995

Lieber Herr Borutta,

das 150 jahrige Jubil&dum der Gossner Kirche ist fiir uns Grund zum
Feiern und Dankbarsein, aber auch Grund zum Uberdenken all der
Versdumnisse und Fehler, die in der Vergangenheit passiert sind.
Vielleicht hilft das, fiir die Zukunft neue Wege zu finden.

Wie ich Thnen schon am Telefon gesagt habe, planen wir eine
Jubildumsausgabe unserer Zeitschrift. Die Gemeinden in
Deutschland sollen moglichst anschaulich iliber die Gossner Kirche
informiert werden. Dazu gehdrt die Geschichte der Kirche, aber
auch das Umfeld, in defdie Kirche lebt - heute und friiher.
Deshalb méchte ich Sie bitten - und wer wiiBte da besser Bescheid
als Sie - iiber die sozialen Probleme und Bewegungen in der
Vergangenheit etwas 2zu schreiben. Es sollte nicht so sehr
innerkirchlich orientiert sein, sondern die Adivasigesellschaft
im ganzen im Auge haben.

Sie konnen sich vorstellen, daB der Platz fiir einen solchen
Artikel in einem Jubilaumsheft begrenzt ist. Zwei DINA4-Seiten
stehen Thnen zur Verfiigung. Wir wadren Ihnen auch dankbar, wenn
Sie uns bis zur 1. MiArz-Woche diesen Artikel zusenden kénnten.
Haben Sie ganz herzlichen Dank!

IThnen und Threr Frau wiinsche ich Gottes Segen, mége er Ihnen
beiden weiterhin Gesundheit schenken, daB &ie auch in Zukunft
aktiv sein koénnen. Alles Gute und herzliche GriiBe, auch von
meinem Mann, der gestern aus Zambia zuriickgekehrt ist.

Thre

(Ursula Hecker)
Indienreferentin

P.S. Ich schicke Thnen noch ein Inhaltsverzeichnis der geplanten
Ausgabe mit, damit Sie sich an den anderen Themen orientieren
konnen.

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300




Gossner Zeitschrift 1995

1 Sonderausgabe anlaBlich des Jubil#ums der Gossner Kirche, englische Fassung

der Ausgabe,.
Auflage: 6000 Exemplare

Erscheinungsdatum: August/September 95
I

Titel:" Die indische Gossner Kirche in Chotanagpur und Assam”

Inhalt:

GruBBwort:
GruBBbwort:
Vorwort:
Einleitung:

Dr. G. Krusche
CS. R. Topno
D. Hecker

U. Hecker

Chotanagpur u. seine Menschen - pgestern und heute

Die Adivasi-
traditionelle Stammesgesellschaflt,
Kultir und Religion

|

Sozinle Bewegungen
unter den Adivasi

Sozinle Bewegungen in der Gegenwart
in Chotanagpur

Die Rolle der Frau in der Adivasi-
Gesellschaft

Mission in Chotanagpur und Assam
Geschichte der Mission in Chotanagpur
Heutige Missionsarbeit in Chotanagpur

Die'krbeit einer Missionarin in
Chotanagpur

Geboren in Assam - Martin Gohlke
Die Gossnerkirche in Indien
Die Gossnerkirche heute

Die Gossnerkirche im Konzert der
lutherischen Kirchen in Indien

Frauen in der Gossnerkirche

Christus bekennen in der modernen
Industriewelt Indiens

Neue Herausforderungen an die Gossener
Kirche und die Gossener Mission

Die Gossener Kirche und ihre Skumenischen

Partner

N. Minz

A.Borutta

W. Jakob

Rosi Kerketta

Dr. K. Roeber

Dr. F; Singh

I. Martin

M. Gohlke

Dr. Bage

Rajaratnam

Guria

B. Krause

Dr. H. Grothaus




|
]
Erfahrungen in dkumenischen Beziehuneen Schmelter

am Beispiel der indischen Gossner
Kirche mit der Lippischen Landeskirche

i
Partnerschaft mit der Gossner Kirche E. Schulzgen
und Gemeinden der ehemaligen DR

Anhang:

ehemalige deutsche Missionare in der indischen
Gossner Kirche (liste mit Fotos)
Missionsgeschichte in Indien (ein tiberblick)

Minsionsstationen in Chotangpur (Karte)

F
RedaktionsschluB: 28.2.95 .
Arlikelldnge: 210 Zeilen 43 Anschliige (mit Bildmaterial entspricht das 4
Seiten in der "Biene")

|
Bil.te an die Autoren u. Autorinnen:
Wil wiren sehr dankbar, wenn Sie - soweit vohanden - Rildnaterial ihrem
Beitrag beilegen wiirden, sowie die Artikel mit einem knrzen Vorspann und
Zwischeniiberschriften (etwa 6 pro Artikel) versehen wiirden,
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77 Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Telefon
030/6317809

Herrn Telefax

Helmuth Borutta 030/6351198

Schliiterstr. 6 030/6361198

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

90480 Niirnberg 30
16.1.1995

Lieber Herr Borutta,

das Jahr 1995 wird ein aufregendes Jahr fiir die indische Gossner
Kirche - nicht nur, dal es den Anschein hat, als kodnnte in diesem
Jahr die GEL-Kirche und die NWGEL-Kirche wieder vereinigt werden
und nach einer neuen Verfassung im Herbst die Kirchengremien
wahlen, es sind auch am 2. November 150 Jahre, seit die ersten
deutschen Missionare in Ranchi angekommen sind.

Jahr fiir Jahr hat die Kirche dieses Datum als ihr Griindungsdatum
gefeiert. Und Sie konnen sich vorstellen, daB sie das in diesem
Jahr besonders und mit viel Freude tun will.

Zu einem Fest ladt man Freunde und Gadste ein. Die Gossner Kirche
hat eingeladen - die offiziellen Vertreterinnen und Vertreter der
mit ihr verbundenen Kirchen, die Gossner Mission, Freunde, die
ihr auch in schwierigen Zeiten die Treue gehalten haben, und all
die Mitarbeiterinnen und Mitarbeiter, die mit ihrer Arbeit in
Indien ein Stiick Geschichte der Kirche mitgestaltet haben.

Es soll ein grofles, ein frohes Fest werden, zumal auf jeden Fall
gesichert ist, daB das Jubildum gemeinsam gefeiert wird, selbst
wenn sich fiir die Vereinigung der Kirche bis zu diesem Zeitpunkt
noch Schwierigkeiten ergéaben.

Natiirlich wissen die indischen Gastgeber auch, daB es nicht allen
Eingeladenen moglich sein wird zu kommen, aber iiber eine grofie
Zahl wiirden sie sich freuen.

Wir in der Gossner Mission haben uns angeboten, die
Vorbereitungen zu koordinieren und zu unterstiitzen. Und deshalb
dieser Brief an Sie. Konnten Sie sich vorstellen, in der Zeit des
Jubildums (Mitte Oktober bis 5. November 1995), die Gossner
Kirche zu besuchen? Wenn ja, organisieren Sie IThren Besuch selbst
oder sind Sie an einer Organisation durch die Gossner Mission
interessiert?. Wollen Sie dann einzeln oder in einer Gruppe
reisen? Welche Orte und Projekte wollen Sie auf jeden Fall
besuchen?

Wenn Sie uns bis Anfang Februar Ihre Vorstellungen mitteilen
kénnten, ware ich Thnen sehr dankbar.

Es tut mir leid dal wir Ihnen keinen finanziellen ZuschuB3 zu
einer moglichen Reise zusagen koénnen. Ich hoffe, Sie verstehen
das.

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100  EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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”ihlla Sie nicht nach Indien reisen kénnen, haben Sie Gelegenheit,

-~ ;f"r
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auch in Deutschland an dem Jubil&dum s1ch erinnernd teilzunehmen.
' Die Gossner Kirche bedarf in diesem Jahr besonders unseres
gﬁrbittenden Gedenkens, und fiir viele Christen in der Gossner

irche ist dieses Wlssen um unsere Gebete eine Quelle der Kraft

~ und Hoffnung. Und wir wollen auch miteinander feiern.

Wir,planen eine Veranstaltung in Berlin an dem Wochenende 6.-8.
Oktober 1995 in Berlin. Es ware gut, wenn Sie uns Ihr Interesse
‘daran schon bald anzeigen kdnnten. Ndheres wiirde ich Thnen dann
mitteilen, wenn wir konkreter geplant haben.

Im Juni wird auch eiﬁe Sondernummer unserer Zeitschrift
erscheinen, die sich mit dem Jubildum beschaftigt.

Fiir ﬁié gerade begonhené’J&hr wiinsche ich Thnen Gottes Segen,
viel Freude und Gesundheit, vielleicht werden wir uns in Indien
treffen kdénnen.

| %»[;;; f.::‘"ellz_-ndl ichen GriiBen

W m‘ s E w *:ﬁl‘
‘Gossner

Mission

-




Verhédngnis des Reichtums -
Auf der Suche nach einer okumenischen
Okonomie.

Solidaritatskonferenz 1993

Referate und Beitrage
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Evangelisches Missionswerk in Deutschland

Association of Protestant Churches and Missions in Germany

EMW e Normannenweg 17-21 & D-20537 Hamburg

- e oo B L T —

Frau Emg';';"-gen !
Ursula Hecker o
Gossner Mission - 6.Nov. 1995 03040 254 56- 175
Fennstr. 31 g. N AN fr
* Re. ROE/el
12439 Berlin tﬂemr SO TATE
''''' e e oBum 62 .11.95

Liebe Frau Hecker!

Vielen Dank filir die Einladung 2zum Arbeitskreis Indien am
9.11.95. Ich werde kommen und freue mich auf die Berichte vom
Jubildum in Ranchi. Ich schicke Ihnen auch die beiden Gruffworte,
die das EMW nach Ranchi geschickt hat, fir Ihre Unterlagen als
Kopie heute mit.

Eigentlich miiBte ja auch Ihre Dienststelle ein GruBwort erhal-
ten, denn Sie sind ja eine Mitgliedorganisation des EMW, deren
Freuden und Schwierigkeiten wir hier mitbedenken. Bei der Goss-
ner Mission, die ja nicht als regionales Missionswerk nur mit
einer Landeskirche arbeitet, ist diese wechselseitige Anteil-
nahme zwischen Dachorganlsatlon und Mitgliedwerk auch immer
besonders wichtig. :

Wir stofen tatsgdchlich immer wieder auf Spuren der Mitarbeiter
Ihres Werkes bei den Diensten in den anderen Werken und Regio-
nen. Ich sehe auch einen Verdienst der Gossner Mission darin,
daf nicht nur der Weg vom Missionsfeld zum Kirchengebiet durch
die Gossner Missionare so zielstrebig bedacht und getan wurde.
Auch bei der Gestaltung der Theorie und Praxis von Partnerbezie-
hungen sind von Ihrer Seite immer wieder wichtige Impulse gekom-
men. Diese Kompetenz mdge Ihrem Werk und den Mitarbeitern erhal-
ten bleiben.

Wir haben uns daran freuen kénnen, als Sie vom 6. - 8. Oktober
1995 Freunde, Mitarbeiter und Gdste nach Berlin eingeladen hat-
ten. Solche Begegnungen sind wichtig in einer Zeit, in der tlber
Recht und Unrecht unserer missionarischen Bemihungen gerungen
wird. Sie haben daran als Gossner Mission, nicht erst seit der
Erd6ffnung des Missionsfeldes in Indien vor 150 Jahren, einen
hohen Anteil. Sie werden uns alle daran gewiff erinnern, wenn mit
dem 16.12.1996 der Tag zum 160. Male wiederkehrt, als einige
junge Manner den Pastor J. E. Gossner drdngten, daf er sie vor-
bereiten und aussenden méchte. Er hat seine Tir und viele Tore

Telefax: (040) 2542987 # E-Mail: GEO D:EMW e Telex: 214 504 ewemi d * Telegramme/cables: Missionswerk Hamburg
Bmkverhmdung/bank account: EDG Kiel (BLZ 210 602 37), Konto Nr. 30 495 81 & U-/S-Bahn-Station: Berliner Tor
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aufgemacht. Die traurige alte Frau vor der verschlossenen Kir-
chentiir, Titelbild fir Ihre Jubildumszeitschrift "150 Jahre
Gossner Kirche in Indien" - regt an dariber nachzudenken, wie
Kirche ohne Mission ist. Wir hoffen, daR Sie und Ihre Mitarbei-
ter mit solchen kritischen Anfragen durch Bilder und Worte in
der EMW Gemeinschaft wirksam bleiben.

Herzliche Grufie,
& /& ( d/vmﬁ WJ

Dr. Klaus Roeber
(Referat Asien / Mittlerer Osten)




Evangelisches Missionswerlk
Association of Protestant Churches and Missions
in Germany

Normannenweg 17-21 D-20537 Hamburg, FAX: 040-254 29 87
TEL. :040-254 56-175
TELEFAX

Fax No.: - 00 91-651-3 17 49 70

An / To : Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Calota Nagpur and Assam, KSS-Office

z. HA./Attn.: Rev. CSR Topno

Von / From : EMW, Herbert Meissner and Dr. Klaus Roeber

Datum / Date : 01.11.95

Seitenanzahl/Number of pages : 2

Dear Brother President Topno,

We greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We appreciate your invitation to participate in the celebrations
to remember the arrival of the four German missionaries in
Ranchi 150 years ago. Unfortunately, we are not able to come to
India, therefore please accept our greetings and good wishes in
writing.

Since their arrival the people of Chotanagpur accepted the mess-
engers of the Gospel from different parts of Germany. So many of
our congregations and missionboards are aware of Pastor Johannes
Evangelista Gossner and of the missionaries, who in obedience to
our Lord Jesus Christ were ordained and sent by Pastor Gossner
and following directors of Gossner Mission. Your own evangel-
ists, catechists, teachers and pastors, Bible women and many
helpers were and are able to preach and to teach the Gospel in
your own languages and in their own responsibility, because
their hearts were converted to the grace of Jesus Christ. That's
also the reason, that Gossner's name is still remembered. His
understanding in mission was, that the whole church is involved
in mission to develop the human resources deeply to fulfil the
great task that there is more justice, more peace and integrity
of the creation in church and in the society. We pray to God,
that He may give your Church wisdom and empowerment for all your
tasks and responsibilities, which have been vested in you after
the changes from a German missionsfield into an autonomous
Gossner Church. We pray for our brothers in the new leadership
positions to find a common way in witness and service.




2

We are glad with you and praise the Lord, that he has given many
gifts, talents, cultures and challenges to the Adivasi and all
the people in India. This is an encouragement for us, because it
not only preserves a great heritage, but also presents tremen-
dous opportunities to participate in shaping church and society.

Our task as Association of Protestant Churches and Missions in
Germany is to find a way for all our members to stay united in
mission. On that way we are also connected with your church and
churches and interdenominational church organizations in
Chotanagpur.

Together with you they celebrate your jubilee. We greet you,
your church and your guests with the Watchword of the Bible of
the 1st of November, 1995:
"You are the source of all life, and because of your light we
see the light." (Ps. 36,9)

Yours sincerely,

E-LAA&J Méj;;er /ﬁ(,ov;u}'(/vr) L. ér S

Herbert Dr. Klaus Roeber
Director (Asia / Middle East Desk)



Evangelisches Missionswerk
Association of Protestant Churches and Missions
in Germany

Normannenweg 17-21 D-20537 Hamburg, FAX: 040-254 29 87
TEL. :040-254 56-175

TELEFAX

Fax No.: 0091-651-20 24 71

An / To : NW-GEL-Church

2. Hd./Attn.:_ Bishop Dr. Nirmal Minz

Von / From : EMW, Herbert Meissner and Dr. Klaus Roeber
Datum / Date : 01.11.95

Seitenanzahl/Number of pages : 2

Dear Bishop Dr. Minz and all members of the Northwest-GEL-
Church!

You sent us an invitation to participate in the celebrations
commemorating the beginning of evangelization in Chotanagpur 150
years ago. There are different reasons that we are not able to
send a member of our organization to follow your invitation.
Therefore we send a letter to you to express and to strengthen
our connection.

In the beginning of this event there was one tent and long five
years later the first Oraon-Adivasi was baptized. Continuously
the Gospel spread out and finally there were different churches
confessing Christ in many denominations among the people and
ethnic groups in Chotanagpur. We praise God, our Lord and
Creator who has given wealth and abundance of cultures and
characters to the people of India. But the Lord has also given
us a vision of unity of all Christians and churches in witness
and service.

As Chairman of the Adivasi-Delegation you told us during your
visit in EMW how you struggle for justice, peace and integrity
of creation in Chotanagpur and India as a whole in solidarity
with the Adivasi-People. In this struggle we want to support
you.

You know, that our churches and missions were divided during the
area of the Cold War into East and West". But the "Ecumenical
Programme for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation and
Liberation" helped us in the past but also today to find our way
as churches together. With these experiences we might help you
in your service with ecumenical fellowship and Adivasi-
Solidarity. Therefore it was very important that you visited our
Association here in Hamburg for which we thank you so much.
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Please convey our dJgreetings to your guests during the
celebration days. For this month of November Christians and
churches in Germany find guidance in the Watchword for this
month written in the Bible (Nahum 1,7): "The Lord is good; He
protects his people in times of trouble; He takes care of those
who turn to him."

We greet you with this Watchword and wish you and the Christians
in Chotanagpur, that God's blessings and His guidance be with
you and all the people, who are committed to the spiritual and
material growth of your communities.

Sincerely yours

L(;%;er o te:

Herbert Rev. Dr. Klaus Roeber
Director’ (Asia / Middle East Desk)
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PDie meisten der Kirchenmitglieder leben auBerhalb der indischen
Kastengesellschafl

In Berlin wird an 150 Jahre Predigt des Evangellums in
" Chotanagpur erinnert

Berlin (epd). An 150 Jahre Predigt des Evangeliums in der
indigchen Region Chotanagpur will die Gossner Mission am 6,
Oktober in Berlin erinnern. Der Berliner Oberkonsistorialrat
Fokhard Schillzgen werde wdhrend der Jubildumsveranstaltung die
Festansprache halten, teilte der Direktor der Gossner Mission, |
Dieter Hecker, am Montag mit. Eine Agapefei - schliefie sich an.
In Tndien werde das Jubildum vom 31. Oktober bis :

gefeiert. .

der Ge 3 ion auf 3
‘schlugen ihre Zelte in Ranchi im heutigen Bundesstaat Bil
Heute z4hlt die aus der milhevollen Arbeit unter den Adivasi in
Nordindien, den dortigen Ureinwochnern, entstandene Evangelisch-
Lutherische Gossner Kirche in Chotanagpur und Assam (GELC) -
insgesamt mehr als 400.000 Mitgljeder. Sie ist damit eine der
gréfiten der neun lutherischen Kirchen Indiens. Die meisten der
¥irchenmitglieder seien auch heute noch Adivasi, die auBerhaltb
der indischen Kastengesellschaft leben. Die Kirche wurde 1919
selbstindig und damit die erste autonome protestantische Kirch-
in TndicolGAEEE— :

) Jahren trafen die gzggegfjigg Missionare
ﬁi‘ﬂimaﬂochplutuau von Chotanagpur ein. &
J  f;§i§hr auf .

Sie blicK
"tlefer FEN
Heraus J‘Or e ),
Traditions
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vom' Kaf
Vergas
indischems

Seit dem Zwe f 1 -

Experten in E Rten und Theclogen aﬁiy

College depdl : Gossner Kircherin
Chotanagpurie ' . Zur Zeit seien"k@kne deutsch
Mitarbeiter in Indien - erhalte die Kirche vankFaulie:
keine Mittel - de! ' dinen Haushalts., Allerdings Wlrden
vor allem die Arbes PR 200 indischen Geossper-Misgionaren
und einige Ent Ungeprojekte der Gossner Kizche finanziell von
der Gossner MisSloH : t. Nur 2,6 Prozeugfﬁlggxﬁzgﬁd; gind
Christen. Ein Ve : Bossner Kirche ist Mi Q*iﬁdkf'ﬁ;k,',
Kuratorium der Gossner Missi Nie Gossner Migsion vermitt fﬂrT;
die Partnerschaft zwischel ebern, Landeskirchen in Deutsc “n
und der Gossner Kirche, _ein> besonders intensive Bezi '
zur Evangelischen Kirche Ber . -Brandenburg besteht. Aive
Gegenseitige Besuche zwis Gercinden und Christen in Indien I‘
und Deutschland bildeten d rundlage flir eine weltweite '
Skumenische Gemeinschafli . . b '

A ] s
Von der vor allem aus AngEAGEIGE! jes Munda-Volkes bestehenden
GELC hat sich vor 20 . die *Pﬂntyﬁip_e"awqelisch-lutheri:-he
Nord-West Gossner Kirdf L.C ) ab@?ﬁﬁﬁiten. Sie bestehe
| .: b [ |:

il Cossner
W [\ission
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Eingegangen
Marie-Elise Griindler 18.5ep.805

Peter-Goessler-.'tr.7
72076 Tiibingen

Ertedigli. ... 15.9.95

Liebe Frau Hecker,

erst heute sende ich Ihnen meinen Reisepass mit 2 Fotos und
dem ausgefiillten Formular zu.
Ich hatte einen neuen Reisepass bean-tragt,do .ch habe ich ihn
bis heute noch nicht erhalten - nun sende ich Ihnen meinen alten
zu.Es sind nur noch 2 leere Seiten darin,einefist Nrl4 und die and
derqhuf Seite 30. Da ich nicht weiss,wie schnell ein Visumsan-
trag beantwortet wird,warte ich nicht ldnger auf den neuen
Pass.

. Von Sr.llse Martin werden Sie gehdrt haben,dass ich mich gern
ihr und dem Ehepaar Jansen anschliessen mdchte,die ja noch einen
Abst—echer nach Siidindien geplant hatten.Somit wdre der Riick-
flug fiir mich auch noch offen.Sr.Ilse meinte ja,dass wir evt.
von Bombay zuriickfliegen konnten,so ihre Aussage,als ich noch vor
ihrer Abreise nach Canada mit ihr sprach.

Sr.Ilse meinte,dass wir wohl die{Alternative wdhlen wiirden!
Ich wiirde dann wohl=von Calcutta aus? - mit ihr und Ehepaar
Jansen von dort nach Mangalore fliegen!Ich weiss nicht,ob Sie
mit ihr noch etwas anderes "erarbeitet" hatten.

Ich gehe noch kurz auf Ihren Brief ein,z.T.hatte ich diese
Dinge schon mit Sr.Ilse besprochen.

~Da Herr Senda,Fr.(Sr.)Ursula von Lingen-Sendas Mann,nicht mit-
fliegen wird,kénnte ich wohl mit bei Daisy Hamron iibernachten,so
meinte jedenfalls Sr.Ursula.

~Die erwdhnten DM 35,- fiir das Visum werden Sie mit auf die
Rechnung setzennehme ich an.

~ Ich wiirde gern einen Schlafsack in New Delhi kaufen.

Zum Visumsantrag;
Wie Sie sehen werden,habe ich fiir "ca 2 Mon." beantragt.Wenn es

Visa fir Touristen auch fiir 3 Mon gibt—,oft ist es so,dass
sie gleich fiir 3 Mon. ausgeschrieben werden-, dann wurde ich
diese Zeitspanne pehmen,da ich noch nicht weiss ob ich anschlies-
send noch etwas in Amgaon bleiben werde.Dr.Anni Horo hatte mich
Ja vor langerer Zeit schon gefragt,ob ich das Labor noch etwas
"modernisieren" konnte.Wegen der dortigen Stromschwankungen ist
es sicher schwierig,ein kl.Photometer aufzustellen.Das lédsst
sich wohl erst nach Erkundigungen in anderen kl.Hospitals ent-
scheiden,was es fiir Gerdte in Indien gibt unqbb man "Stromregler"
oder dergl dort dazu bekommt,Ersatzteile u.a..
Sie fragte,ob ich ein neues Mlkroskop mitbringen konne Ich werde
es wahrscheinlich vom "Difdm" erhalten,

"

Ich hoffe,dass ich die wichtigsten Punkte erwdhnt habe.Ich
werde mich Anfang Oktober nochmals mit Sr.Ilse in Verbindung set-
zen.

Mit herzlichem Dank im voraus fiir alle Erledigungen btr unserer
Reise und Griissen aus Tiibingen, iy £ G Cioy /e

(M.E.Griindler) 6,
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M Gossner
W ¥ Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
An die Telefax
Leitung der Evangelisch- skl
Lutherischen Landeskirche Hannovers 030/6361198

z.Hd. Herrn OLKR Homann
Rote Reihe 6

30169 Hannover

Berlin, d. 7.11.1994

Betr.: 150iahriges Jubilaum der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chotanagpur und Assam

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!

Am 2. November 1845 kamen vier Missionare nach Ranchi in
Chotanagpur, dem jetzigen Zentrum der Gossner Kirche. Sie waren
von Johannes Evangelista Gossner in Berlin ausgesandt, um "die
Liebe Christi zu verkiindigen mit der Hinde Arbeit". Urspriinglich
war ihr Plan, nach Burma weiterzureisen. In Calcutta iiberzeugten
Adivasi, die Ureinwohner Indiens, die vier Deutschen, daB sie
nach Chotanagpur in Siidbihar kommten sollten, um dort den
Menschen nicht nur das Evangelium zu predigen, sondern sie auch
zu unterstiitzen in ihrem Kampf gegen Unterdriickung und
Ausbeutung, gegen Feudalherren und Kastenhindus.

Aus diesen Anféangen ist eine grofle Kirche gewachsen, die fast
ausschlieBlich aus Ureinwohnern besteht und schon friith - 1919 -
ihre Autonomie erreicht hat. i(iber die Gossner Mission hat sie
immer Kontakt zu Deutschland gehalten. In den letzten Jahrzehnten
entwickelte sich aber immer mehr eine Partnerschaft zu
verschiedenen deutschen Kirchen, zu denen auch Ihre Landeskirche
gehort.

Ndchstes Jahr, vom 31.0ktober bis 2. November 1995, feiert die
Kirche ihr 150 jdhriges Jubildum. Dazu lidt sie auch Freunde und
Partner aus der Oekumene ein und wiirde sich iiber eine Beteiligung
der Landeskirche Hannover sehr freuen.

Die Kirche hat sich gerade in den letzten Jahrzehnten mit groBen
Problemen zu beschidftigen. Um ihre Identitit bewahren zu kinnen,
waren die Adivasi vor den arischen Einwanderern in den Dschungel
der Berge gefliichtet. Dort konnten sie bis nach der
Unabhangigkeit Indiens ein relativ ungestortes Leben fiihren.
Jetzt hat sich herausgestellt, daB gerade in ihrem Gebiet die

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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groBten Kohle- und Erzvorkommen liegen. Was die traditionelle
Hindugesellschaft in Jahrtausenden nicht geschafft hat, ndmlich
die Adivasi zu entwurzeln, hat die moderne Zivilisation und

. Wirtschaft in verheerendem MaBe begonnen. Ganze Landstriche
- werden umgesiedelt, die traditionelle Dorfgemeinschaft zerstért.
Die Kirche muB sich mit groflen sozialen Problemen und mit einer
ihr unbekannten technisierten Welt auseinandersetzen.

Fiir die Gossner Kirche ist es wichtig, Kontakte nach auB3en 2zu
pflegen, damit sie kritische Bestidrkung erhdlt auf ihrem Weg und
Erfahrungen von anderen Kirchen fruchtbar machen kann.

Die direkte Einladung zum Jubildum wird von der Gossner Kirche
selbst noch ausgesprochen. Die Gossner Mission - wissend, daB in
Deutschland Termine Monate vorher geplant werden - wollte Ihnen
den Zeitraum des Jubilaums auf diesem Wege mitteilen, damit Sie
sie bei Thren Planungen beriicksichtigen kénnen und voriiberlegen,
wer von der Kirchenleitung eventuell an den Feierlichkeiten
teilnehmen kann. Die Gossner Mission ist auch bereit, zusammen
mit der Gossner Kirche ein mehrtdgiges Programm zu planen. Es
wdre schade, wenn Besucher von hier nur die Erfahrung der grofien
Feierlichkeiten in Ranchi mit nach Hause ndhmen und nicht einige
Landgemeinden besucht hidtten.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen, auch von der Indienreferentin Ursula
Hecker,

bécter Hiofor,

(Dieter Hecker)
Direktor







- Gossner
" Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax
030/6361198

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

Frau und Herrn
Janssen
Lambertshof 11

D-26603 Aurich

15, August 1995

An alle, die gerne an der Jubildumsreise nach Chotanagpur teilnehmen
wollen,

_Liebe Frau Janssen, lieber Herr Janssen,

zunéchst moéchte ich mich dafur entschuldigen, daB Sie erst heute wieder
etwas von mir héren. Aber durch Sister llse haben ja viele von lhnen nahere
Informationen bekommen. - Die Gossner Kirche freut sich Uber jeden Gast,
der zu threm Jubildaum kommt. Ich will Sie zu dieser Reise ermutigen. Es
kommen viele verschiedene Gruppen zu dem Fest. Ich habe versucht, so gut
es geht, die individuellen Winsche zu beriucksichtigen und hoffe, daB Sie mit
der Gesamtplanung einverstanden sind.

Zunachst die Kosten:

Sie werden mit DM 2.500,- Gesamtkosten rechnen missen, wobei die Gossner
Mission die Fliige Deutschland-Indien, New Delhi, Ranchi und die gewiinsch-
ten Touristenprogramme flr Sie bucht und vorfinanziert. Alle anderen Aus-
gaben mussen Sie mit |hrer Gruppe in Indien regeln. Zum Jubildum wird es
nicht moglich sein, alle Besucherinnen und Besucher privat in der Gossner
Kirche unterzubringen. Wir haben mit der Gossner Kirche abgesprochen, daB
die Besucherinnen und Besucher, die im Hotel untergebracht sind, auch fur
die Kosten des Hotels in Ranchi aufkommen. Der Kirche ist diese fnnanzuelle
Belastung nicht zuzumuten, denke ich. Bei allen anderen Besuchen von Ge-
meinden und Institutionen sind Sie Gast der Kirche. Die Gemeinden freuen
sich Uber ein GruBwort, eine Predigt, einen kleinen Beitrag Uber das Leben
in Deutschland und vielleicht (aber durchaus nicht nétig) Uber eine kieine
Aufmerksamkeit, wie ein schénes Foto |hrer Heimatkirche, einen schénen
Wandteller, Kalender oder ein Kreuz.

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300




Die verschiedenen Gruppen:

Uber die Gossner Mission haben wir zu verschiedenen Zeiten Gruppen
plant:

1.Seminargruppe: vom 11.10.-4.11.95

Ursula Hecker
Bernd Krause
Gossner Mission

Uwe Wiemann

Offizieller Vertreter

der Lippischen Landeskirche
Claudia Schwartz

2.Gruppe: vom 25.10.—-14.11.
evtl. auch bis 11.11.
llse Martin
Ursula von Lingen
Katharina Sinram
Franziska Schultz
Marlies Grindler
Herr Jansen
Frau Jansen
Magdalene Straube?
Hiltrud Zoll?
Ansgar Kelber?
Frau Kelber?

vom 28.10.-11.11.
oder 14.11.
Bettina Rohwedder?
Monika Schutzka?

3.Gruppe: vom 28.10.-11.11.95

Harald Lehmann

Offizieller Beauftragter der Westféalischen Kirche
Leit Lehmann

Wilhelm Schultz

4.Gruppe: vom 22.10.-11.11.95

Dieter Hecker

Gossner Mission

Dr. GlUnter Krusche

Kuratoriumsvorsitzender und Vertreter der EKiBB
Margret Krusche

Frau Schilzgen

vom 25.10.-9.11.95

Volker Jurgens
Vertreter der Hannoverschen Landeskirche

ge-




lch habe hoffentlich niemanden vergessen. In den verschiedenen Gruppen
sind die Besucher erfaBt, die Uber die Gossner Mission die Reise planen. Es
gibt noch einige, die privat den Besuch organisieren. Wir wissen von Frau
und Herrn Seeberg und von Frau und Herrn Dr. Grothaus.

Reisebedingungen:
Ihr ReisepaB muB noch mindestens ein halbes Jahr vom Zeitpunkt der Reise

an gultig sein.

Ich schicke |hnen einen Visumsantrag mit, den Sie zusammen mit zwei PaBbil-
dern und |hrem ReisepaB entweder an das Ihnen nachst gelegene indische
Konsulat oder bis zum 18. September an die Gossner Mission schicken. Das
Visum kostet DM 35,-.

Als Geld fur |hre Reise sollten Sie auf jeden Fall traveller cheques einer in-
ternational bekannten Bank mithehmen (DM oder $), Kreditkarten kann man

in den groBen Stadten benutzen.

Die Gesundheitsvorsorge ist weitgehend eine Ermessenssache. Notwendig ist
sicher eine Tetanusimpfung und Malariaprophylaxe. Zu empfehlen sind Imp-
fungen gegen Kinderldhmung, Hepatitis und Meningitis. Eine Wasserflasche,
in der Sie immer abgekochtes oder durch Micropur gereinigtes Wasser mit-
flhren kdénnen, hilft Darmverstimmungen vermeiden. Fast lebensnotwendig
ist auch eine Taschenlampe. Gut ist ein Jugendherbergsleinenschlafsack

(den Sie aber auch in Neu Delhi beim deutschen Pfarrer kaufen kdnnen. Sie
unterstltzen damit noch ein Leprarehabilitationszentrum. Lassen Sie es uns
wissen, wenn Sie daran Interesse haben).

Schon heute mochte ich Sie auch darauf aufmerksam machen (denn im Trubel

des Feierns mag es vielleicht untergehen), daB Sie |hren Ruckflug unbedingt
reconfirmen und bei der Rlickreise noch 600/- Rs als Airporttax parat haben

Hinter manchen Namen in den Gruppen steht noch ein Fragezeichen. Bis 1.
September sollten Sie uns verbindlich mitteilen, ob Sie an der Reise teilneh-
men oder nicht. Flr allgemeine Reiseinformationen stehen wir lhnen oder vor
allem auch Sister llse Martin, Jenaer Str. 20, 10717 Berlin, Tel. 030-8544680,
zur Verflgung.

Wenn auch die Gossner Kirche und die Nord West Gossner Kirche aller Vor-
aussicht nach bis zum Jubildum nicht vereinigt sein werden, wird der Besuch
in Indien bestimmt eine gute Erfahrung, /ich wiinsche lhnen viel Vorfreude
fUr die Reise und griBe Sie herzlich

Ihre

éuzc.i. @ég)'*
Ursula Hecker

Indienreferentin




Entwurf einer Reiseplanung nach gewilinschten Angaben. Es gibt zwei
Alternativen. Sie sollten anzeigen, welche der Méglichkeiten Sie bevorzugen.
Wegen der Kirze der Zeit kann die Reise anstrengend werden. Falls Sie alle
erst am 14.11, zurickfliegen kodnnten, waren noch ein paar Tage gewonnen.

25.10.95 ab Deutschland
26.10. Ankunft Neu Delhi

27.-29.10. Agra, Fatepur Sikri, Delhi

30.10. Flug nach Ranchi / O aﬁnmﬂ/ﬁ M(76

Vool 74
?aﬂd)r')za%

1. Alternative 2. Alternative

31.10.-2.11. Offizielles Jubildum in Ranchi

5 o Zugfahrt Ranchi- 3.9, Takarma/Khuntitoli
Rourkela Ubernachtung

Jeep nach Amgaon
Amgaon A1, Fahrt nach Amgaon

nach Khuntitoli mit 5 Amgaon (mit
Ubernachtung Gottesdienst)

Takarma GihAs Amgaon
Govindpur
Ubernachtung

Govindpur ) i Bhubaneshwar

Uber Khunti nach
Ranchi mit Nachtzug nach

Calcutta

10.11. Ranchi - Delhi ot T Calcutta

3 b (13 i £ Delhi - Deutschland ol 8 Flug nach Delhi
Delhi - Deutschland
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Die verschiedenen Gruppen:

Uber die Gossner Mission haben wir zu verschiedenen Zeiten Gruppen ge-
plant:

1.Seminargruppe: vom 11.10.-4.11.95

Ursula Hecker
Bernd Krause
Gossner Mission

Uwe Wiemann

Offizieller Vertreter

der Lippischen Landeskirche
Claudia Schwartz

2.Gruppe: vom 25.10.—14.11.
evtl. auch bis 11.11.
lise Martin
Ursula von Lingen
Katharina Sinram
Franziska Schultz
Marlies Grindler
Herr Jansen
Frau Jansen
Magdalene Straube?
Hiltrud Zoll?
Ansgar Kelber?
Frau Kelber?

kel e ; vom 28.10.-11.11.
=l P, | ; Bakr ARAS:
.JBettlna Hohwadder?
Monika Schutzka?
R oa tridudiay =dnd

3.arjuppe..ah Aallon i ropi . vom 28.10.-11.11.95

Harald Lehmann
=5 Offizieller: Beauftragter der Westfélischen Kirche
~ .Leit Lehmann- . -
ﬂ*WiIhelm Schultz
a | LS TR E YN PRT RRTIE )
4.Gruppe: - (o - ' vom 22.10.-11.11.95
14 T [ S T S PR
“t Dieter Hecker
1 Gossner Mission
- Dr. GUnter Krusche
- Kuratoriumsvorsitzender und Vertreter der EKiBB
‘Margret Krusche
+ Frau Schilzgen
ghisid aivis gadi
n w fen| ; vom 25.10.-9.11.95

Volker Jilrgens
Vertreter der Hannoverschen Landeskirche
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U. Hecker

schonebherger

10785 Berlin

sehr geehrte Frau Hecker,
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Lutheran World Federation
NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF INDIA

[ —: EH.E Dr. K. Rajaratnam
Elngﬁgdi.genq Ph.D (Lond) DTh. (Budapest)

D.D.(Serampore)
{ Executive Secretary
-&. reo 1995 |
31st January 1995
grledigt:..... e e oo 4
Rev. Ursula Hecker el
Secretary for India
Gossner Mission
FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin
Germany

Dear Rev. Hecker,

Dr. Rajaratnam has received your fax
letter of January 20th, for which he conveys
his thanks. He is however extremely busy
with several conferences these days. Hence
he has asked me to write to you that he is
prepared to write the article and send that
to you soon.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

S.A. John
Office Secretary

1, First Street, Haddows Road, Madras - 600 006, South India Tel : 471676 (Off) : 6213921 (Res).
Gram : CHRISNIEO Madras - 6 Telex : 41 6613 NIEO IN Fax : 91 44 474557




EVANGELISCH-LUTHERISCHE LANDESKIRCHE HANNOVERS

DER LUTHERISCHE LANDESSUPERINTENDENT
FUR DEN SPRENGEL OSTFRIESLAND

Fernruf 04941-2672
Telefax 04941-3250
Postfach 1468

JULIANENBURGER STRASSE 23
26584 AURICH
am 20. 12. 1994

Liebe Frau Hecker, lieber Herr Hecker !

Leider hat es bisher mit einer telefonischen Verbindung nicht geklappt. Aber
wir haben auch so voneinander erfahren, daB wir alle wohlbehalten wieder zuriick-
gekehrt sind. Die bei mir wahrend und nach Tropenreisen leider tiblichen Magen-
beschwerden sind auch inzwischen vorbei, so daB ich an Indien inzwischen nur
gute Erinnerungen habe. Die vielen Briefe des Pramukh an die westdeutschen
Kirchen habe ich sofort auf die Reise geschickt, auch fir Rev. Biswas eine Verbin-
dung zu Prof. Moltmann angeknipft. Ob sie zustande gekommen ist, hat er mir
nicht bestatigt. Bilder von der Reise sollten wir gelegentlich einmal austauschen.

Ich hoffe es geht Ihnen &hnlich gut; Ihre Strapazen waren ja noch ungleich
hoher. Hoffentlich haben Sie auch von Friso gute Nachrichten.

In der Anlage Uberreiche ich Ihnen den versprochenen Scheck und bitte um
eine Spendenbescheinigung fir 1994.

Fur das Weihnachtsfest wiinsche ich Ihnen eine gesegnete Zeit, daB Sie ein

wenig zur Ruhe kommen und sich zu Hause und in der Gemeinde freuen kénnen.

Mit allen guten Winschen

fr/zn’
[} M/M -
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Ansgar Kelber

Martin-Kdrcher-Str., 28
68623 Lampertheim

Erledigt:

4.2.1995

Gossner Mission
Fennstr. 31
12439 Berlin

Liebe Frau Hecker,

ich danke IThnen fiir Ihren Brief vom 23.1. mit der Ankiindigung,
daB im Herbst ein groBes Jubildum in Ranchi ansteht. Wir
wdren schon interessiert, dawn teilnehmen zu konnen und
bitten Sie, uns noch weitere Informationen zuzusenden,
z.B. genauer Zeitplan, Unterkiinfte privat oder Hotel ?,
gibt es verbilligte Gruppenfliige oder kénnten wir
einen Besuch in Kathmandu anschlieBen ?, welche
Orte sollen besucht werden ? ( fiir uns natirlich Fudi ),
- welche Planungen stehen fiir Berlin an, falls wir nicht

nach Indien mitkénnten ?

Da wir die Urlaubsplanungen danach einrichten miiBten, wédren wiv

zuerst am geplanten zeitlichen Rahmen interssiert.

Ich danke Ihnen fiir IThre Bemiihungen fiir die Vorplanungen

einer derartigen Veranstaltung

und verbleibe mit freundlichen GriiBen

Ao WU




Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

¢ Gossner

“ 77 Mission

Fennstral3e 31
D-12439 Berlin

Telefon
030/6317809
Teletax

030/6361198
Frau und Herrn

Kelber
Martin-Karcher-Str. 28

D-68623 Lampertheim

15. August 1995

An alle, die gerne an der Jubildumsreise nach Chotanagpur teilnehmen
wollen,

Liebe Frau Kelber, lieber Herr Kelber,

zZunéchst méchte ich mich daflur entschuldigen, daB Sie erst heute wieder
etwas von mir héren. Aber durch Sister |lse haben ja viele von |hnen néhere
Informationen bekommen. - Die Gossner Kirche freut sich Uber jeden Gast,
der zu ihrem Jubildum kommt. Ich will Sie zu dieser Reise ermutigen. Es
kommen viele verschiedene Gruppen zu dem Fest. Ich habe versucht, so gut
es geht, die individuellen Winsche zu berlcksichtigen und hoffe, daB Sie mit
der Gesamtplanung einverstanden sind.

Zunachst die Kosten:

Sie werden mit DM 2.500,- Gesamtkosten rechnen mussen, wobei die Gossner
Mission die Fluge Deutschland-Indien, New Delhi, Ranchi und die gewinsch-
ten Touristenprogramme fUr Sie bucht und vorfinanziert. Alle anderen Aus-
gaben mussen Sie mit Ihrer Gruppe in Indien regeln. Zum Jubildum wird es
nicht moéglich sein, alle Besucherinnen und Besucher privat in der Gossner
Kirche unterzubringen. Wir haben mit der Gossner Kirche abgesprochen, daB
die Besucherinnen und Besucher, die im Hotel untergebracht sind, auch fir
die Kosten des Hotels in Ranchi aufkommen. Der Kirche ist diese finanzielle
Belastung nicht zuzumuten, denke ich. Bei allen anderen Besuchen von Ge-
meinden und Institutionen sind Sie Gast der Kirche. Die Gemeinden freuen
sich Uber ein GruBwort, eine Predigt, einen kleinen Beitrag Uber das Leben
in Deutschland und vielleicht (aber durchaus nicht nétig) Uber eine kleine
Aufmerksamkeit, wie ein schénes Foto |hrer Heimatkirche, einen schdnen
Wandteller, Kalender oder ein Kreuz.

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300




Die verschiedenen Gruppen:
Uber die Gossner Mission haben wir zu verschiedenen Zeiten Gruppen ge—

plant:
1.Seminargruppe: vom 11.10.-4.11.95

Ursula Hecker
Bernd Krause
Gossner Mission

Uwe Wiemann

Offizieller Vertreter

der Lippischen Landeskirche
Claudia Schwartz

2.Gruppe: vom 25.10.-14.11.
evtl. auch bis 11.11.
llse Martin
Ursula von Lingen
Katharina Sinram
Franziska Schultz
Marlies Grlndler
Herr Jansen
Frau Jansen
Magdalene Straube?
Hiltrud Zoll?
Ansgar Kelber?
Frau Kelber?

vom 28.10.-11.11.
oder 14.11.
Bettina Rohwedder?
Monika Schutzka?

3.Gruppe: vom 28.10.-11.11.95

Harald Lehmann

Offizieller Beauftragter der Westfédlischen Kirche
Leit Lehmann

Wilhelm Schultz

4,.Gruppe: vom 22.10.-11.11.95

Dieter Hecker

Gossner Mission

Dr. Glinter Krusche

Kuratoriumsvorsitzender und Vertreter der EKiBB
Margret Krusche

Frau Schilzgen

vom 25.10.-9.11.95

Volker Jiurgens
Vertreter der Hannoverschen Landeskirche




Ich habe hoffentlich niemanden vergessen. In den verschiedenen Gruppen
sind die Besucher erfaBt, die Uber die Gossner Mission die Reise planen. Es
gibt noch einige, die privat den Besuch organisieren. Wir wissen von Frau
und Herrn Seeberg und von Frau und Herrn Dr. Grothaus.

Reisebedingungen:
Ihr ReisepaB muB nocch mindestens ein halbes Jahr vom Zeitpunkt der Reise

an gultig sein.

Ich schicke Ihnen einen Visumsantrag mit, den Sie zusammen mit zwei PaBbil-
dern und Ihrem ReisepaB entweder an das |hnen nachst gelegene indische
Konsulat oder bis zum 18. September an die Gossner Mission schicken. Das
Visum kostet DM 35,-.

Als Geld fUr |hre Reise sollten Sie auf jeden Fall traveller cheques einer in-
ternational bekannten Bank mithehmen (DM oder $), Kreditkarten kann man
in den groBen Stadten benutzen.

Die Gesundheitsvorsorge ist weitgehend eine Ermessenssache. Notwendig ist
sicher eine Tetanusimpfung und Malariaprophylaxe. Zu empfehlen sind Imp-
fungen gegen Kinderlahmung, Hepatitis und Meningitis. Eine Wasserflasche,
in der Sie immer abgekochtes oder durch Micropur gereinigtes Wasser mit-
fUhren kénnen, hilft Darmverstimmungen vermeiden. Fast lebensnhotwendig
ist auch eine Taschenlampe. Gut ist ein Jugendherbergsleinenschlafsack

(den Sie aber auch in Neu Delhi beim deutschen Pfarrer kaufen kdénnen. Sie
unterstutzen damit noch ein Leprarehabilitationszentrum. Lassen Sie es uns
wissen, wenn Sie daran Interesse haben).

Schon heute moéchte ich Sie auch darauf aufmerksam machen (denn im Trubel
des Feierns mag es vielleicht untergehen), daB Sie |hren Ruckflug unbedingt
reconfirmen und bei der Rickreise noch 600/- Rs als Airporttax parat haben
mussen.

Hinter manchen Namen in den Gruppen steht noch ein Fragezeichen. Bis 1.
September soliten Sie uns verbindlich mitteilen, ob Sie an der Reise teilneh-
men oder nicht. Flur allgemeine Reiseinformationen stehen wir |hnen oder vor
allem auch Sister llse Martin, Jenaer Str. 20, 10717 Berlin, Tel. 030-8544660,
zur Verflgung.

Wenn auch die Gossner Kirche und die Nord West Gossner Kirche aller Vor-
aussicht nach bis zum Jubildum nicht vereinigt sein werden, wird der Besuch
in Indien bestimmt eine gute Erfahrung, _/ich wiinsche |hnen viel Vorfreude
fur die Reise und gruBe Sie herzlich

Ursula Hecker
Indienreferentin




Dr. Ginter Krusche 12681 Berlin, 31.8.95

Generalsuperintendent i.R. Reiler Str. 12
Tel. (030)5406200

Eingeganger:

-4 Sen, 1995 |

Frau Erledigt:...... .. A

Pfarrerin Ursula Hecker

c/o Gossner Mission
Fennstr. 31
12439 Berlin

Liebe Ursula,

anbei libersende ich unsere Pédsse fir die Indienreise sowie je zwei
PaBbilder von Margret und mir.

Heute hat mich Frau Schiilzgen gebeten, auch fir sie fest zuzu-
sagen, allerdings méchte auch sie unbedingt am 4.11.95
zurilickreisen (Geburtstag ihres Mannes). Was die Hinreise betrifft,
so0 hatten wir uns fir den 22. Oktober entschieden. Nun hat aber
Dieter mir gesagt, daB er schon am 20.10. zu reisen gedenke, um am
Sonntag in Neu-Delhi am Gottesdienst teilnehmen 2zu kénnen. Wir,
einschlieB-lich Frau Schiilzgen, wirden uns in diesem Falle auch
fiir den 20.10. entscheiden. Aber das wirst Du schon alles richten.

Ich hoffe, daB ich alles richtig gemacht habe. Ab 26. September
sind wir wieder aus Genf zuriick. Dann kénnen wir tiber alles andere
sprechen.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen

%-,W;,f

agen







PADAGOGISCHES INSTITUT
DER EVANGELISCHEN KIRCHE VON WESTFALEN

- =
r Pidagogisches Institue - Posefach 5020 - 58225 Schwerte |
Gossner Mission privat:
Frau Hecker In der Rohde 19
Fennstr. 31 44869 Bochum
02327/71661
12439 Berlin
S _
Ihr Zeichen Ihre Nachricht vom Unser Zeichen Datum Telefon Durchwahl
11.+15.8.95 Le 23.08.95 (02304 )755- 168
Indienreise
Liebe Frau Hecker,

vielen Dank fiir Thren Brief und das Rundschreiben an die Reiseteilnehmer/innen. Noch im Juli hatte
mir Frau Weinert die Visa-Formulare zugeleitet, ich schicke Sie beiliegend ausgefiillt zusammen mit
den Lichtbildern und Pissen zuriick.

Die Flugtage und -zeiten passen mir gut, allerdings habe ich noch eine Riickfrage. Ist es moglich, ab
und bis Diisseldorf zu fliegen (ohne daB sich der Flugpreis veridndert)? Die Anreise bis Frankfurt
wiirde ich mir in diesem Fall gern ersparen; Diisseldorf erreicht man von unserem Wohnort aus sehr
komfortabel mit einer durchgehenden S-Bahn. Falls der Preis fiir das Ticket aber unverhaltnismaBig
dadurch steigen wiirde, kénnten sie es bei Frankfurt belassen.

Fur die Planung des Aufenthaltes in Delhi diirfen Sie wirklich (relativ) frei iiber mich verfiigen. Es ist
mein erster Aufenthalt in Indien, und Sie kennen die Erwartungen dort besser. Wenn man mich um
eine Predigt bittet, werde ich der Bitte wohl nachkommen konnen. Falls man Mitleid mit dem von
der Reise vielleicht noch miiden Gast hat und mit einem lingeren GruBwort vorlieb nehmen méchte,
geht auch das. DaB3 der Aufenthalt mit Anstrengungen verbunden ist, damit rechne ich ohnehin.

Der Blick auf die Liste der Géste mit ihren vielen unterschiedlichen Termin- (und wahrscheinlich
sonstigen) Vorstellungen liBt mein Mitgefiihl fiir Thre organisatorischen Belastungen ansteigen.

Deshalb nochmals Dank fiir alles
und herzliche GriiBe - auch im Namen meines Sohnes -

. Ao

Anlagen

Hausadresse : Bankverbindung: Evangelische Gleitende Arbeitszeit! Sic errcichen uns
Iserlohner StraBe 25 Darlehnsgenossenschaft vormittags

58239 Schwerte Miinster Montag - Freitag 8:30 - 12:00 Uhr
Telefon: (02304 ) 755 -0 Bankleitzahl : 400 601 04 nachmittags

Telefax: ( 02304 ) 755 - 247 | Kontonummer: 30001 Montag - Donnerstag  13:00 - 16:00 Uhr




M Gossner
W P Mission

FennstraBe 31 |
D-12439 Berlin

Telefon
030/6317809

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

Telefax
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PADAGOGISCHES INSTITUT

DER EVANGELISCHEN KIRCHE VON WESTFALEN
DOZENT HARALD LEHMANN

5 Piidagogisches Institut - Postfach 5020 + 58225 Schwerte )
Gossner Mission _‘}" en S
Frau Hecker <l J In der Rohde 19
Fennstr. 31 44869 Bochum
\ i 4, Ju"}_ iggs 02327/71661
12439 Berlin '\
1 . 5
| Ertedigtivieeeeree e
L
L 2
Ihr Zeichen Ihre Nachricht vom Unser Zeichen Datum Telefon Durchwahl
Le/PT 18.07.95 (02304 ) 755 - 168
Indienreise
Liebe Frau Hecker,

Oberkirchenrat Dr. Beyer hat mir im AnschluB an unser letztes Gespréch einen Programmvorschlag
gemacht fiir den Fall, daB ich in Neu Delhi einen Aufenthaltstag bei der Anreise haben sollte.

Er schlug vor, daB ich dann das Gemeindezentrum der Gossner Kirche besuchen kénne, fiir das die
EKvW 1993 einen Zuschu3 von DM 50.000,-- gegeben hat. Ich weiB nicht, ob sich das realisieren
1aBt. Es war auch kein dringendes Anliegen, sondern wohl eher ein spontaner Einfall, als ich ihm
sagte, daB womdglich eine Ubernachtung in Neu Delhi anstiinde. Falls Sie das aber fiir ein sinnvolles
Unternehmen halten, so diirfen Sie den Besuch dort gern einplanen.

Herzliche Griile

R e

Hausadresse : Bankverbindung: Evangelische Gleitende Arbeitszeit! Sie erreichen uns
Iserlohner StraBe 25 Darlehnsgenossenschaft vormittags
58239 Schwerte Miinster Montag - Freitag 8:30 - 12:00 Uhr
Telefon: ( 02304 ) 755 - 0 Bankleitzahl : 400 601 04 nachmitta

Telefax: ( 02304 ) 755 - 247 Kontonummer : 30 001 Montag - gonncrsug 13:00 - 16:00 Uhr




PADAGOGISCHES INSTITUT
DER EVANGELISCHEN KIRCHE VON WESTFALEN
DOZENT HARALD LEHMANN

Eingegancan 1

[ Pidagogisches Institut - Postfach 5020 - 58225 Schwerte 1

23.r20,1995

Gossner Mission

- Frau Hecker - Erledigt:..........

Fennstr. 31

12439 BERLIN

L ]

Ihr Zeichen Thre Nachricht vom Unser Zeichen Datum Telefon Durchwahl
le 21.02.95 (02304) 755 -168/163

Teilnahme am Jubilium der Gossner Kirche
Mein Schreiben vom 8. 2. 95 und gestriges Telefonat

Liebe Frau Hecker,

vielen Dank fiir Thre Beratung und Ermutigung in der Frage der Mitreise meines Sohnes. Auch
Oberkirchenrat Dr. Beyer sah gestern in einem Gespriich keine Probleme in diesem Zusammen-
hang, so dal} ich Sie wie angekiindigt darum bitte, die entsprechenden Buchungen mit vorzuneh-
men.

Unser Sohn Leif ist 14 Jahre alt und wurde am 19. Februar 1981 geboren. Ich nehme an, diese
Angaben benotigen Sie fiir die Fluggesellschaft.

Fur Ihre bald anstehende Reise wiinsche ich einen guten Verlauf
und griiBe Sie herzlich

LT R .,

Hausadresse: Bankverbindung:  Evangelische

Iserlohner StraBie 25 privat: Darlehnsgenossenschaft
58239 Schwerte In der Rohde 19 Minster

Telefon: 02304/755-0 44869 Bochum Bankleitzahl: 400 601 04

Telefax: 02304/755-247 Tel. 02327/71661 Kontonummer: 30001




PADAGOGISCHES INSTITUT
DER EVANGELISCHEN KIRCHE VON WESTFALEN

DOZENT HARALD LEHMANN °
| Pidagogisches Institut - Postfach 5020 - 58225 Schwerte 2
Gossner Mission e - o ot
Bign % bl e privat:
Frau Hecker cinygegangen In der Rohde 19
Fennstr. 31 . 44869 Bochum
12439 Berlin
Erledigtecne oy i
I 4
Thr Zeichen IThre Nachricht vom Unser Zeichen Datum Telefon Durchwahl
— Le/Pf 08.02.1995 (02304 )755- 168

. Teilnahme am Jubiliium der Gossner Kirche in Indien
Telefonat vom 7.2.1995

Liebe Frau Hecker,

fiir Ihre Unterstiitzung bei der Planung und Durchfiihrung der Reise und das ausgiebige gestrige Ge-
sprach bedanke ich mich.
Ich habe mir notiert, daf3

- die eigentlichen Jubilaumsfeierlichkeiten vom 31. Oktober bis zum 2. November 1995 dauern
werden, fiir die meisten Géste aber schon ab Mitte Oktober ein Besuchsprogramm ablaufen
wird;

- Sie es fiir moglich halten, daf ich wegen meiner terminlichen Probleme erst Ende Oktober
anreise und dafiir im Anschluf an die Feiern noch ein paar Tage (evtl. zusammen mit anderen
Besuchern) bleibe;

- Sie die Flige fiir mich buchen werden (Mir wiirde gut passen: Abflug Diisseldorf oder Frank-
furt am 28. Oktober, Riickkehr am 11. November);

- Sie mir-ret_:htmitig ein Formular fiir die Beantragung des Visums zuschicken, das von Ihnen
vorausgeflillt wird (Touristenvisum).

Es wire schon, wenn Sie mir die Flugdaten moglichst bald iibermitteln konnten.
Ich freue mich darauf, mit Ihnen gemeinsam ein wichtiges Feld der Gossner Mission kennenzuler-
nen.

Herziche Grige A, [Ha~l LU _

PS Ich wire Thnen dankbar, wenn Sie mir Informationsmaterial iiber die Gossner Kirche und Ihre
Verbindungen dahin iiberlassen koénnten.

Hausadresse : Bankverbindung: Evangelische Gleitende Arbeitszeit! Sie erreichen uns
Iserlohner StraBe 25 Darlehnsgenossenschaft vormittags

58239 Schwerte Miinster Montag - Freitag 8:30 - 12:00 Uhr
Telefon: (02304 ) 755 - 0 Bankleitzahl : 400 601 04 nachmittags

Telefax: ( 02304 ) 755 - 247 Kontonummer: 30001 Montag - Donnerstag  13:00 - 16:00 Uhr
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Ursula von Lingen-Senda
Philipp von Heckstr. 10
72076 Tubingen
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JUL 26493

@91651317497

15:08 HARKARA, RANCHI. BIHAR 891651317497 - TO: +49 38 6361198 POl
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
( Registered Under Societies Registration Act, XXI of 1860 ) ",
Yide No. 273-] of 30-7-1921
Rev.C.S.R. ] id S, ' H
wntom e ERCRIEree  ShE ToRe P TUn Bimga I v o
Pramukk Ad Vo, Pramukh Adiyekm Setratary Trassra Bihet findle. Fhane 17964
Ref, 1TD/95/K88=246 Pare  26-07.99
Rev. Mprs. U. Hecker, Fax 030 6361198

To

You arc reoguccted to Forward thic lotter to Rov.
Gerhard Linn, as we do not have his address.

(Rev. C.S.A. Topno)

Rev. QGerhard Linn

EKIBB

A Germany

Dear dqev. Linn,

with exceeding gladnesc and joy. You are invited to

partigipate in the 150 yrs, & Sesquicentennial Jubillee celebration

of th
be hel

. histo]

# Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch in Chotanagpur & Assam to

ld from October 31 to November 2, 19985,
Please spare your most precious time to attend this

rical event and glorify God with us.

Looking forward to seeing you,

Q]HE UP?"@((PHPP] on. Herm nZ;nh_ Yours sincgrely
mid GrGﬁé’n von oler Goune hf{.j'.oh' 19V.C%ﬁ‘

Pramukh Adhyaks
30"’6(}.’& ())\9‘&1 G.E.L.Church in Chotanag~

K pur & Assam.
Sekrelor,a

0.l .










——

[‘;f?‘ o lel
i ..ll
b | Lir

3 |
1. Juli1995

I Fr
..!p 'n
r‘l #-




:f;aqf-fosa:mf 25. 1. 95

\fn:-t 't Tﬁf& mochen sur boge am ﬂag'ﬂ‘am Urlat
hrewe Brwf habew oy noch Coctor lekoiamsic
unol  LhierLogen et i olie Ikt riiee BRe-
Aoafer Locod. Vo Trow (fechar bhaben wor s _
hat LM»{; (_f%a:f-'". e w«,o.ocm Gt il WL;LA
o ahiren (/MO‘L\.FQ.;&—»_ Lo pmorolidec ferne aun
feof v Roacold  felpmelivmen (e dass wor  olta
O Rl Lol t Ficodimitin e it Sl AT
Db wa;-w L.Mow-me Aalocl . klmﬂouw;ﬁok
Hort it vasts ot 20 Hiegen Wiipolie wd ok
grene olakel pec . Wewn Sie olavasts e wwa nackh
Ca:(mﬁ-x s Upra fligen , 2 unoere Llunsobie
$> ochen feof alle berdofanctpt. Ware 20 Aisem -
fuell wmoplicl oloomn e Delli naoh kit 2
Peben  br o b pacastsn feen A s Imelan
IR PN U o gl fidpr Do it
o ' lyer f;f~C&(cw44«. 2-3 Thge, {-—:: vﬂ-r;: 2 Toge el
| L b Vbedrsoke | ik dese o i 1Lh feo
Yrogen minsen ¢ Jeh nwmme | mbane., Revepess Aoewn
Ao aﬂm_w nask Hamboms prooliohd 2 buben.
Damals  febom oty olle Unbeclagper el (Aotressen,
Coe olet 3cao?u~r ./(/{.va’.)-u:}-‘—-u

: . 0L odno jhd ouect
loealr i ?
r | GDS}ML g "'&E"W’ﬂ 2

=43




v mmoebihen dhbiren > s Mf Uasybn herrdislbwn
Dok ooger, ol Lo Sle Livorcer Guinalipann .

Cocle plisrer Woche fabiriin tnr uslss naehs fovae,
26 daf Wt o IO L e A, Bans aiierolis
amel .

et o e Vi fave Auatich W/ﬁi U

Jotaoinn  atnel  \Astel Aol Q) Ouind




Auctle  ppacley, cloy— « Gossner
£

"Mission
By w !
Fennstraf3e 31
D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Teleton
030/6317809
. Telefax
To Bishop 030/6361198 |

Dr. Nirmal Minz
G.E.L.Church Compound
Ranchi 834 001 - India

Dear Dr Minz,

We are just now in the final phase of the edition of the jubilee
magazine in English Language. The German version is already in
print. Now, there is a problem with your paper. All the others

_ are between 2-4 pages and meant for average memebers of

. congregations without detailed knowledge of the matters and also
normally not used to read scholarly articles. This is why Mrs.
Barteczko Schwedler has made an abridged version of about 4
pages ourt of 16. Otherwise it would not have been possible to
accomodate the whole article.

Now our question is: Have you publishes the whole article
somewhere, so that we could give a bibliographical notice for
that, so that interested people could find it. We are thinking
of providing a complete version, which we will cyclostyle to
make it available for people with more background of the Adivasi
problem.

We would appreciate, if you could send us a short notice, if
the text is already published and where. We would need this till
the beginning of next week for the final touches in the text.
Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain with best wishes,

. Yours sincerely,

Liter Fetn,..

= Rev. Dieter Hecker

P Seplencber 4595

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100100 10 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission Fennstrafie 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
050/6317809
An die Telefax
Leitung der Lippischen Landeskirche it R |
z.Hd. Herrn Dr. Ulrich Moéller 030/6361188

Leopoldstr. 27

32756 Detmold

Berlin, d. 7.11.1994

Betr.: 150jahriges Jubilaum der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chotanagpur und Assam

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!

Am 2. November 1845 kamen vier Missionare nach Ranchi in
Chotanagpur, dem jetzigen Zentrum der Gossner Kirche. Sie waren
von Johannes Evangelista Gossner in Berlin ausgesandt, um "die
Liebe Christi zu verkiindigen mit der Hande Arbeit". Urspringlich
war ihr Plan, nach Burma weiterzureisen. In Calcutta iliberzeugten
Adivasi, die Ureinwohner Indiens, die vier Deutschen, da? sie
nach Chotanagpur in Silidbihar kommten sollten, um dort den
Menschen nicht nur das Evangelium zu predigen, sondern si: auch
zu unterstiitzen in ihrem Kampf gegen Unterdriickung und
Ausbeutung, gegen Feudalherren und Kastenhindus.

Aus diesen Anféangen ist eine groBe Kirche gewachsen, die fast
ausschlieBBlich aus Ureinwohnern besteht und schon frith - 1919 -
ihre Autonomie erreicht hat. {ber die Gossner Mission hat sie
immer Kontakt zu Deutschland gehalten. In den letzten Jahrzehnten
entwickelte sich aber immer mehr eine Partnerschaft zu
verschiedenen deutschen Kirchen, zu denen auch Ihre Landeskirche
gehort.

Nachstes Jahr, vom 31.0ktober bis 2. November 1995, feiert die
Kirche ihr 150 jahriges Jubildum. Dazu ladt sie auch Freun<e und
Partner aus der Oekumene ein und wiirde sich iiber eine Betei! igung
der Lippischen Landeskirche sehr freuen.

Die Kirche hat sich gerade in den letzten Jahrzehnten mit #rof3en
Problemen zu beschidftigen. Um ihre Identitdat bewahren zu kinnen,
waren die Adivasi vor den arischen Einwanderern in den Dschungel
der Berge gefliichtet. Dort konnten sie bis nac! der
Unabhidngigkeit Indiens ein relativ ungestortes Leben lithren.
Jetzt hat sich herausgestellt, daB gerade iq ihrem Gebiet die

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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groften Kohle- und Erzvorkommen liegen. Was die traditionelle
Hindugesellschaft in Jahrtausenden nicht geschafft hat, nadmlich
die Adivasi zu entwurzeln, hat die moderne Zivilisation und
Wirtschaft in verheerendem MaBe begonnen. Ganze Landstriche
werden umgesiedelt, die traditionelle Dorfgemeinschaft zerstort.
Die Kirche muB sich mit grofien sozialen Problemen und mit einer
ihr unbekannten technisierten Welt auseinandersetzen.

Fiir die Gossner Kirche ist es wichtig, Kontakte nach auBlen zu
pflegen, damit sie kritische Bestarkung erhalt auf ihrem Weg und
Erfahrungen von anderen Kirchen fruchtbar machen kann.

Die direkte Einladung zum Jubildum wird von der Gossner K{irche
selbst noch ausgesprochen. Die Gossner Mission - wissend, daf3 in
Deutschland Termine Monate vorher geplant werden - wollte IThnen
den Zeitraum des Jubildums auf diesem Wege mitteilen, damit Sie
sie bei IThren Planungen beriicksichtigen kénnen und voriiberlegen,
wer von der Kirchenleitung eventuell an den Feierlichkeiten
teilnehmen kann. Die Gossner Mission ist auch bereit, zusammen
mit der Gossner Kirche ein mehrtigiges Programm zu planen. Es
wdare schade, wenn Besucher von hier nur die Erfahrung der grofien
Feierlichkeiten in Ranchi mit nach Hause nihmen und nicht einige
Landgemeinden besucht hidtten.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen, auch von der Indienreferentin Ursula
Hecker,

Feker Factiyy .

(Dieter Hecker)
Direktor
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Martin Seeberg 10.,01.1995
Adolf-Scheidt-Platz 17
1210l Berlin

Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church

Rev., C.S5.R. Topno J/ /;ﬂf//f/fx? /(7/;;/’4/
Renchi 55?& //V

Dear Pramukh Adhyaksh!
Received with thanks your letter dated 24.11.94.

Herewith I send a short message for the &bilee

souvenir to be published.

With many good wishes for successfull work
yours sincerely

Mefbeie (Ut ters




Rev, Martin Seeberg
Gossner Mission Inspector end Director
1963 - 1977

Preise the Lord for 150 years of Proclaiming the
name of Jesus Christ in Chdda Nagpur!

One third of this period I myself accompenied the
Evengelical Lutheran Gossner Church beginning in my
childhood until now. I remember very well the high-
light in 1969 when we celebrated the 50th yeers Jubilee
of the independant Church with Thanks to God for past
end present days.

150 yeers - a long Period? It is said in Ps, 90,4:
For a thousand years in thy sight are but yesterday
when it is past end as a watch in the night.

150 years that are accordingly three and & half
hours in God's time-table and our life only & number
of minutes and small moments,

May be this short time is not sufficient to do al1l
work earnestly end properly, to fullfill his commend-
ments, to seek peace and unity.

fherefore we are sometimes disheartened., We are not
great, We have failed and see future in dark,

But God is greater then our little heart. He sayss
"For & small moment heve I forsaken thee, but with

great mercies will I geather thee," (Jes., 54,7)

Praise the Lord for another 150 yeers!

hottei, N <Chesy
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" ¥ Mission

FennstraBe 31

D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
An die Telefax
Leitung der Evangelischen Kirche OIS T
der Kirchenprovinz Sachsen 030/6361198
z.Hd. Herrn OKR Dr. Matthias Sens
Am Dom 2

39104 Magdebursg

Berlin, d. 2.11.1994

Betr.: 150jahriges Jubildum der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran

Church in Chotanagpur und Assam

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!

Am 2. November 1845 kamen vier Missionare nach Ranchi in
Chotanagpur, dem jetzigen Zentrum der Gossner Kirche. Sie waren
von Johannes Evangelista Gossner in Berlin ausgesandt, um '"die
Liebe Christi zu verkiindigen mit der Hiande Arbeit". Urspriinglich
war ihr Plan, nach Burma weiterzureisen. In Calcutta iiberzeugten
Adivasi, die Ureinwohner Indiens, die vier Deutschen, daB sie
nach Chotanagpur in Siidbihar kommten sollten, um dort den
Menschen nicht nur das Evangelium zu predigen, sondern sie auch
zu unterstiitzen in ihrem Kampf gegen Unterdriickung und
Ausbeutung, gegen Feudalherren und Kastenhindus.
Aus diesen Anfédngen ist eine groBe Kirche gewachsen, die fast
ausschlieflich aus Ureinwohnern besteht und schon frith - 1919 -
. ihre Autonomie erreicht hat. Uber die Gossner Mission hat sie
immer Kontakt zu Deutschland gehalten. In den letzten Jahrzehnten
entwickelte sich aber immer mehr eine Partnerschaft zZu
verschiedenen deutschen Kirchen, in die die Kirchenprovinz
Sachsen durch die Verbindung zZur Gossner Mission mit
hineingenommen ist.

Ndchstes Jahr, vom 31.0ktober bis 2. November 1995, feiert die
Kirche ihr 150jahriges Jubilidum. Dazu ladt sie auch Freunde und
Partner aus der Oekumene ein und wiirde sich iiber eine Beteiligung
Threr Landeskirche sehr freuen.

Die Kirche hat sich gerade in den letzten Jahrzehnten mit grofBen
Problemen zu beschaftigen. Um ihre Identitit bewahren zu kéonnen,
waren die Adivasi vor den arischen Einwanderern in den Dschungel
der Berge gefliichtet. Dort konnten sie bis nach der
Unabhédngigkeit Indiens ein relativ ungestértes Leben fiihren.
Jetzt hat sich herausgestellt, daB gerade in ihrem Gebiet die

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100  EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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groBten Kohle- und Erzvorkommen liegen. Was die traditionelle
Hindugesellschaft in Jahrtausenden nicht geschafft hat, namlich
die Adivasi zu entwurzeln, hat die moderne Zivilisation und
Wirtschaft in verheerendem Mafle begonnen. Ganze Landstriche
werden umgesiedelt, die traditionelle Dorfgemeinschaft zerstoért.
Die Kirche mu3s sich mit groflen sozialen Problemen und mit einer
ihr unbekannten technisierten Welt auseinandersetzen.

Fiir die Gossner Kirche ist es wichtig, Kontakte nach aulBlen zu
pflegen, damit sie kritische Bestarkung erhdlt auf ihrem Weg und
Erfahrungen von anderen Kirchen fruchtbar machen kann.

Die direkte Einladung zum Jubildum wird von der Gossner Kirche
selbst noch ausgesprochen. Die Gossner Mission - wissend, daB in
Deutschland Termine Monate vorher geplant werden - wollte Ihnen
den Zeitraum des Jubildums auf diesem Wege mitteilen, damit Sie
sie bei Thren Planungen beriicksichtigen kénnen und voriiberlegen,
wer von der Kirchenleitung eventuell an den Feierlichkeiten
teilnehmen kann. Die Gossner Mission ist auch bereit, zusammen
mit der Gossner Kirche ein mehrtagiges Programm zu planen. Es
ware schade, wenn Besucher von hier nur die Erfahrung der grofien
Feierlichkeiten in Ranchi mit nach Hause nahmen und nicht einige
Landgemeinden besucht hdatten.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen {a/lruﬁ( Ve 0&( JM(’{«“%%%
Nomla #coﬂac‘f

Ursula Hecker
referenti
Indi

gez.
Ind

iz o &t

(D ke decdc)
./.'i]&;c;ﬁ/ e CDA"D-&QCJ\CG-(

(Sekretarin)

F.d.




- Gossner

' Mission
FennstraBe 31
D- 12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
Mr. 030/6317809
Rajan Singh Telefax
c/o Industrial Service Institute 1030/6351198"
Residency Road 030/6361198
Sadar, Nagpur 440001
INDIA

5-1-95
Dear Rajan,

best wishes and God’s blessings for 1995.

It was a pleasure for me to hear that vou are now the acting URM
coordinator and I wish you much wisdom for that difficult task.
I hope we can keep in contact about what URM means for India,
about yvour plans and strategies. May be this can be revived in
relation with an official occassion.

The Gossner Church in Chotanagpur/Bihar is celebrating it’s 150
anniversary at the 2nd November 1995. They take it as an
opportunity - not only to honour the history, but also to
encourage their member congregations to strengthen their
missionstrategies and their social responsibilities.

Therefore it is planned to organize a churchwide seminar which
is bringing together activists of the grassroot initiatives and
the different social projects to share their experiences and to
enable and encourage further programmes especially those which
are focused on community organizing.

An open challenge is the ongoing industrialization in that region
combined with modernisation and deregulation. For that seminar
which takes place from the 17th - 24th of October 1995 the
Gossner Church has decided to invite experts and activists to
share their inspiring experience.

Therefore we as partners in the preparation process would like
to ask you in their name whether you could participate and make
the URM challenge present. In case your time schedule allows vou
to take part they would contact you for further preparation and
for the official invitation.

We wanted to give you the official dates as soon as possible for
your planning. But unfortunately we didn't have the right
telephone number. Please let us know as soon as possible whether
you are able to participate in that seminar.

Looking forward in hearing from you also with the best greetings
of the India Secretary of Gossner Mission, Mrs. Rev. Ursula
Hecker, I remain
Yours sincerely

P

(Bernd Krause)

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100  EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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z.Hd. Frau Hecker 1. Mai1995
Fennstr. 31 Erledigt

12439 Berlin Bkl ST R

den 30.05.1995

Betr.: Reisegruppe Indien / Ranchi im Oktober - November 1995

Sehr geehrte Frau Hecker,

im Mirz des Jahres hatte ich bei Ilse Martin telefonisch meine Schwester Franziska Schultz und
mich zu der 2-wochigen Reise nach Ranchi / Indien angemeldet. Als ich Mitte Mai bei Thnen an-
rufen wollte, waren Sie zur der Zeit nicht erreichbar, wie mir Frau Pohl mitgeteilt hat. Frau Pohl
gegeniiber habe ich die Anmeldung von meiner Schwester und mir bestitigt. Zu der Zeit war
noch nicht definitiv klar, ob mein Bruder Wilhelm Schultz aus Celle an der Reise wiirde teilneh-
men konnen.

Da ich heute von meiner Mutter, Eva Schultz, erfahren habe, da mein Bruder im Gegensatz zu
mir eine offizielle Einladung bzw. Betitigung fiir die Teilnahme an der Reise erhalten hat,
mochte ich zur Sicherheit nochmals schriftlich meine Schwester Franziska und mich zur Teil-
nahme an der Reise anmelden. Wir drei Geschwister wollen die Gelegenheit nutzen, uns gemein-
sam an Kindheitserfahrungen vor Ort erinnern zu kénnen.

Meine Schwester Franziska hat folgende Anschrift:

Franziska Schultz / Ehre Guta Platz 1a / A-6900 Bregenz / Osterreich

Mit freundlichen Griien
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OKR Eckhard Schiilzgen
c/o Ev. Konsistorium 030/6361198
Neue Griinstr. 19/22

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin

10179 Berlin
11.10.1994

Lieber Herr Schiilzgen,

. anbei der offizielle Brief an die Kirchenleitung mit der
Vorankiindigung des Jubilaums der Gossner Kirche. Ich hoffe, daB
ich die offiziellen Einladungen von meinem Besuch Ende November
mitbringen kann. Uns liegt in Abstimmung der Gossner Kirche vor
allem daran, daB Bischof Huber, wenn irgend méglich, an den
offiziellen Feierlichkeiten des Jubilidums teilnimmt, eventuell
gogar an dem davor geplanten 9eminar zur sozialen Verantwortung
von Kirche und Gemeinde.

Wir méchten Sie bitten, die Kirchenleitung zu informieren und die
Festlegung weiterer, gegebenenfalls anderer Vertreter fiir das
Jubhilaum einzuleiten.

Mit freundlichen Griilien

. ( ¥ Paig®) [ 4 /( ¢ (’(-('l;'/ﬁk

(Ursula Hecker)
Indienreferentin

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100  EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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Telefon
. 030/6317809

An die Kirchenleitung der EKiBB

10555 Berlin

36 Berlin, d. 12.10.1994

Betr.: 150jahriges Jubildum der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chotanagpur und Assam

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!

Am 2. November 1845 kamen vier Missionare nach Ranchi in
Chotanagpur, dem Jetzigen Zentrum der Gossner Kirche. Sie waren
von Johannes Evangelista Gossner in Berlin ausgesandt, um' "die
Liebe Christi zu verkiindigen mit der Hande Arbeit". Urspriinglich
war ihr Plan, nach Burma weiterzureisen. In Calcutta iiberzeugten
Adivasi, die Ureinwohner Indiens, die vier Deutschen, daB sie
nach Chotanagpur in Siidbihar kommten sollten, um dort den
Menschen nicht nur das Evangelium zu predigen, sondern sie auch
zu unterstiitzen in ihrem Kampf gegen Unterdriickung und
Ausbeutung, gegen Feudalherren und Kastenhindus.
Aus diesen Anfingen ist eine groBe Kirche gewachsen, die fast
ausschlieBlich aus Ureinwohnern besteht und schon friih - 1919 -
ihre Autonomie erreicht hat. iber die Gossner Mission hat sie
immer Kontakt zu Deutschland gehalten. In den letzten Jahrzehnten
entwickelte sich  aber immer mehr eine Partnerschaft, zu
verschiedenen deutschen Kirchen » wobei die Partnerschaft zur
Berlin-Brandenburgischen Kirche eine modellhafte Rolle spielt.
G el e Cecece Lt L 5}3&&‘;’#
Ndchstes Jahr, vom 31.0ktober bis 2. November 1995, feiert die
Kirche ihr 150jdhriges Jubildum. Dazu lddt sie auch Freunde und
Partner aus der Oekumene ein und wiirde sich iiber eine Beteiligung
der EKiBB sehr freuen.

Die Kirche hat sich gerade in den letzten Jahrzehnten mit grofBen
Problemen zu beschaftigen. Um ihre Identitat bewahren zu kénnen,
waren die Adivasi vor den arischen Einwanderern in den Dschungel
der Berge gefliichtet. Dort konnten sie bis nach der
Unabhédngigkeit Indiens ein relativ ungestortes Leben fiihren.
Jetzt hat sich herausgestellt, dag gerade in ihrem Gebiet die
groften Kohle- und Erzvorkommen liegen. Was die traditionelle
Hindugesellschaft in Jahrtausenden nicht geschafft hat, ndmlich
die Adivasi zu entwurzeln, hat die moderne Zivilisation und

Postgiro Berlin West BLZ 100 10010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300
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Wirtschaft in verheerendem MaBe begonnen. Ganze Landstriche
werden umgesiedelt, die traditionelle Dorfegemeinschaft zerstért.
Die Kirche muB sich mit ¢grofien sozialen Problemen und mit einer
ihr unbekannten technisierten Welt auseinandersetzen.

Fiir die Gossner Kirche ist es wichtig, Kontakte nach aufien zu
pflegen, damit sie kritische Bestdrkung erhdlt auf ihrem Weg und
Erfahrungen von anderen Kirchen fruchtbar machen kann.

Die direkte Einladung zum Jubildum wird von der Gossner Kirche
selbst noch ausgesprochen. Die Gossner Mission - wissend, daB in
Deutschland Termine Monate vorher geplant werden - wollte Ihnen
den Zeitraum des Jubilaums auf diesem Wege mitteilen, damit Sie
sie bei Thren Planungen beriicksichtigen kénnen und voriiberlegen,
wer von der Kirchenleitung eventuell an den Feierlichkeiten
teilnehmen kann. Die Gossner Mission ist auch bereit, zusammen
mit der Gossner Kirche ein mehrtigiges Programm zu planen. Es
ware schade, wenn Besucher von hier nur die Erfahrung der grofBien
Feierlichkeiten in Ranchi mit nach Hause ndhmen und nicht einige
Landgemeinden besucht hatten.

Mit freundlichen Griilen
/,—-—
C@a_é'a_ @ >

(Ursula Hecker)
Indienreferentin
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Magdalene Straube Hiltrud Zoll
Denkmalstr, 3 Gartenstr. 31
47058 Duisburg 45468 Miilheim - Ruhr

b Duisburg, 9.9.95
Emgegangen

T1. Sen.1995

An die
Gossner Mission Erledigt:. ...y
z.Hd. Frau Ursula Hecker D e,

Fennstr. 31
12859 - B e r 1 -i.n

Betr.: Jubildumsreise nach Chotanagpur 25.10. - 11.11.95

Liebe Frau Hecker,

mit Brief vom 4. September hatten wir uns zur obigen Reise
angemeldet und uns darauf gefreut.

V61llig unvorhersehbar habe ich vor einigen Tagen groRe Schmerzen
im Knie bekommen, so daR ich kaum gehen kann.

Heute hat mir der Orthopdde ercffnet, daB es sich um einen
Meniscusriss handelt, der operiert werden muB.

Der Arzt rdt dringend von einer Reise im Oktober ab. Er sagte mir,
ich sei dazu weder nach der Operation noch erst recht nicht ohne
Operation in der Lage.

So schnell konnen sich Voraussetzungen dndern !

Es fdllt uns sehr schwer, aber
Frau Zoll und ich treten hiermit von der Reise zuriick.

Wir hoffen sehr, daB die Annullierung der Fliige am Montag
noch moglich ist.
Sicherheitshalber rufe ich Anfang der ndchsten Woche bei Ihnen an.

Bitte, lassen Sie uns wissen, wenn Ihnen Kosten entstanden sind.
%elbstversténdlich kdnnte ich ein drztliches Attest nachreichen.

Sehr hoffen wir auf Ihr Verstdndnis und versichern, wie sehr
wir die notwendige Entscheidung bedauern.

Mit herzlichem Dank fiir Thre Miihewaltung und freundlichen GriiRen
- auch im Namen von Hiltrud Zoll -

ln M(/ﬁ(f'm‘wq i
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Miilheim-Ruhr, den 4. September 1995

An die Gossner Mission
z.Hd. Frau Hecker

Fennstrasse 31
D-12439 Berlin

Liebe Frau Hecker.

Uber Ursula von Lingen-Senda haben wir von dieser Reise erfahren und mochten uns heute
verbindlich anmelden.

Magdalene Straube Hiltrud Zoll
Denkmalstrasse 3 Gartenstrasse 31
47058 Duisburg 45468 Miilheim-Ruhr
Tel.: priv. 0203/340993 Tel.: 0208/476078

dienstl.: 0203/410 1003

Wir méchten in der Reisegruppe reisen, in der auch Ursula von Lingen-Senda reist vom
25. 10. 1995 bis 11. 11. 1995, die Gruppe 2., zweite Alternative

Wir bedanken uns, daB Sie alle notwendigen Fliige fiir uns buchen und vorfinanzieren.

Sie kénnen besser als wir absehen, an welchen Orten wir ein Hotel brauchen und bitten um
Hotels westlicher Kategorie, soweit das moglich ist.

Wir wiirden gerne beide eine Reiserticktrittsversicherung abschliessen und sind uns nicht
sicher, geschieht das tiber die Gossner Mission oder kiimmern wir uns hier selber darum.

Unsere Visumsantrige schicken wir Thnen in den nachsten Tagen zu, sowie unsere Reisepésse.

Mit freundlichen Griissen
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M Gossner

™ " Mission
Fennstrafie 31
D-12439 Berlin
Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
Telefax
Rev. C.S.R. Topno
KSS 030/6361198
GEL Church Compound
Ranchi 834001
FAX: 0091 65 1300 716
7-9-1995

Dear Rev. Topno,

as far as I can see you will get now the official list of the
guests coming to Ranchi for the jubilee. Except of the group of
former workers in Ranchi, who have special wishes for the
program, the guests are in your hand. I only would like that all
Anchals are considered for the visits of the German guests and
that all may get experiences with villages also. Please book
accommodations for them in Ranchi. They all will bear the
expences.

The two ladies have arrived safely. I hope they are not too much
shocked about our German life.

I was shocked that Mrs. Horo doesn’t speak English. This is very
difficult for the program here. So for the next programs you must
send people who know English, as a Hindi speaker in Gossner
Mission will not be available any more. Sorry to say that.

We have asked Rev. Borutta for an article in your Jubilee
Souvenir. He had to decline this request, since he is not able
to write such a contribution due to his age. So you will have to
do without that.

Right at the moment we are in a great hectic. So I am happy to
come to India alway from this time schedule.

Yishu Sahay

(Ursula Hecker)

~ Poslgiro Berlin West BLZ 10010010 Konto 52050-100 EDG Kiel (Filiale Berlin) BLZ 10060237 Konto 139300



There are different groups, one group mostly of former fraternal
workers in Gossner Church:

Ilse Martin

Ursula von Lingen-Senda
Katharina Sinram
Franziska Schultz 4
Marlies Griindler

Johann Jannssen
Adelheid Jannssen
Bettina Rohwedder
Magdalena Straube
Hiltrud Zoll

Wilhelm Schultz

30:10. Arrival in Ranchi

31.10,-2.11, Jubilee - it is your decision, where vyou
want the guests

31l Takarna/Khuntitoli
nighthalt in Khintitoli

4.11% Jjourney to Amgaon

Bieildie Amgaon

6.11 Amgaon

Talids Jjourney to Bhubaneshwar

8.11; Bhubaneshwar, night train to Calcutta

9. 11 Calcutta

10.11. flight to Delhi

11.11. return to Delhi

For this group it would be nice if you could arrange for a bus
from Ranchi to Bhubaneshwar. The guests will bear the expenses.

The group for the seminar, arrival in Ranchi 12th of Det., ,

departure in Ranchi, 3rd of Nov.:

Ursula Hecker

Bernd Krause

Uwe Wiemann

Claudia Schwartz %

We are participants of the seminar. It would be good if we could
visit some initiatives or social groups and a remote village
after the seminar. Dr. Singh may be helpful in organizing this.



The more official guests:

Ingrid Borns Scharf from Gossner Mission Mainz, 23.10. - 3.11.
Harald Lehmann, official guest from the Church of Westfaden,
30.10. - 10.11.

Volker Jiirgens, official guest of Hannover, 26.10. - 8.11.
Klaus Wesner, official guest of Lippe, 23.10, - 3.11.

Dr. Giinter Krusche, official guest of Berlin—Brandenburg and
president of Gossner Curatorium, 23.10. - 3:11.

Dieter Hecker, Director of Gossner Mission, 23.10., - g1 Iovd i

For these official guests you could arrange a program as you
think it is adequate. There are people among them who haven’t
been to India before. I would suggest that the different Anchals
will be considered.

If you separate the group and my husband cannot accompany them
pPlease guarantee that somebody who knows English well is
accompanying them.

Leif Lehwann is a 15 year old boy, he may accompany his father
Margret Krusche and

Kédthe Schiilzgen must have a lighter program around Ranchi. As
these two ladies don’t know much English it would be good if Mrs.
Daisy Kongari could accompany them,



GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
(Registered Under Societies Registration Act. XXl of 1860)
Vide No.273-J of 30-7-1921

Rev. C.SR. Topno Rev.S K. Jojo, Mr.U. Sanga, Head Office:

MA.BD.M.Th., Up. Pramukh Adhyakah Treasurer K.8.S, Offics

Pramukh Adhyakah G.E.L. Church Ranchi
BiharAndia Ph:311613

ret:1139/kss-185 pate:2411-94.

To

Rev. Mrs. U. Hecker,

Asia Secretary,

Gossner Mission.

Dear Sister in Christ,

With exceeding joy and gladness, it is to say that the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Chotanagpur and Assam was established on November 2, 1845 by four German Missionaries
sent by Father Johannes [Evangelista Gossner from Berlin. Now it is going to complete by the
grace of God,150 years. The kendriya Salahkari Sabha (the highest executive body of the
church) in consultation with its Jubilee committee took a decision to have a year long celebration
of the sesqui centennial Jubilee beginning from 2nd Nov. 1994 and culminating on 2nd
November 1995.

During the one year period Jubilee celebrations will be held right from the congregation level to
the Anchal (Diocese) level. The concluding and final celebration will be held form 31-10-'95 to 2-
11-'95 when peoples from other places will also congregate here.

Requests have gone out to the church functionaries at different levels to organize functions
befitting the occasion.They have also been told to organize functions befitting the occasion.They
have also been told to fix up the dates in such a manner, after due consultation with each other,
that the celebrations are spread over covering the entire year.

On our request, the Bible Saciety of India is bringing out a special edition of the Hindi Bible to
commemorate this occasior. We are also working on publishing church history covering the
period from 1845 to date. Work is going on in full swing on this. And, of course, we will bring out
a souvenir in connection with the Jubilee, which will depict several activities of the church.

We, therefore, request you to send us your message/greetings along with your Pass Port size
photo to be published in the souvenir by 20th January 1995. Further, we would request you to
keep your dates free for the final Jubilee celebrations from 31-10-95 to 02-11-85 for which a
separate invitation will be sent in time.

With many thanks and prayerful wishes,

Yours sincerely,

(REV. C.S.R. TOPNO)
Pramush Adhyaksh,
G.E.L.Church, Ranchi.



< Gossner
“ 7 Mission

Telefon
030/ 6317809
Telefax
Gossner Mission - FennstraBe 31 + O-1190 Berfin - Neue PLZ 12439 ' 030/6361198

Herrn Neue Postleitzahl

H. Vorberg 12439
Oppelner Str. 3
26603 Aurich

13.10.1993

Sehr geehrter Herr Vorberg,

haben Sie herzlichen Dank fiir Ihren Brief vom 13.9.93.

Ja, die Gossner Mission hat vor, im Jubilidumsjahr 1995 eine
Gruppenreise auszuschreiben, damit ehemalige Mitarbeiterinnen
und Mitarbeiter, Freunde und Unterstiitzer der Gossner Kirche die
Gelegenheit haben, die Kirche und das Land Indien
kennenzulernen.

Da es bestimmt einige Interessierte gibt, die auf die
Ferientermine als Reisezeit angewiesen sind, werden wir
versuchem, darauf Riicksicht zu nehmen. Haben Sie Dank, daB Sie
Ihre Termine schon mitgeteilt haben.

Die genauere Planung einer Gruppenreise wird Anfang des ndchsten
Jahres geschehen. In dieser Woche reise ich fir 6 Wochen nach
Indien und Nepal und kann schon einiges vorbesprechen. Wenn wir
konkret planen, werde ich Ihnen Bescheid geben.

Haben Sie nochmals herzlichen Dank fiir die Unterstiltzung, die
Sie und die Mitglieder der Stiftung fiir das New Life Light
Centre in Govindpur geben. Ohne Ihre Hilfe wdre die Arbeit so
nicht méglich.

Mit herzlichen GriiBen, auch an die anderen Mitglieder der
Stiftung,

Ihre -

(&l Oc @QM

(Ursula Hecker)
Indienreferentin

EDG Kiel (Fil. Berlin) - BLZ 100 602 37 - Konto 139 300 - Postgiro Berlin West - BLZ 100 100 10 - Konto 520 50-100



M Gossner
W P Mission

FennstraBe 31
D-12439 Berlin

Gossner Mission FennstraBe 31 D-12439 Berlin Telefon
030/6317809
An das Telefax
Missionswerk der Ev.-Luth. Kirche e hi)/eaguis |
in Bayern 030/6361198
z.Hd. Herrn Dir. Dr. H. Vorléander
Postfach 68

91561 Neuendettelsau

Berlin, d. 7.11.1994

Betr.: 150jdhriges Jubildum der Gossner Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chotanagpur und Assam

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!

Am 2. November 1845 kamen vier Missionare nach Ranchi in
Chotanagpur, dem jetzigen Zentrum der Gossner Kirche. Sie waren
von Johannes Evangelista Gossner in Berlin ausgesandt, um "die
Liebe Christi zu verkiindigen mit der Hidnde Arbeit". Urspriinglich
war ihr Plan, nach Burma weiterzureisen. In Calcutta liberzeugten
Adivasi, die Ureinwohner Indiens, die vier Deutschen, daB sie
nach Chotanagpur in Siidbihar kommten sollten, um dort den
Menschen nicht nur das Evangelium zu predigen, sondern sie auch
zu unterstiitzen in ihrem Kampf gegen Unterdriickung und
Ausbeutung, gegen Feudalherren und Kastenhindus.

Aus diesen Anfingen ist eine groBe Kirche gewachsen, die fast
ausschlieBlich aus Ureinwohnern besteht und schon frith - 1919 -
ihre Autonomie erreicht hat. iiber die Gossner Mission hat sie
immer Kontakt zu Deutschland gehalten. In den letzten Jahrzehnten
entwickelte sich aber immer mehr eine Partnerschaft zu
verschiedenen deutschen Kirchen, zu denen zumindest in der
Vergangenheit auch Beziehungen nach Bayern eine Rolle gespielt
haben, was durch Ihren Sitz im Kuratorium dokumentiert wird.

Ndchstes Jahr, vom 31.0ktober bis 2. November 1995, feiert die
Kirche ihr 150jahriges Jubildum. Dazu ladt sie auch Freunde und
Partner aus der Oekumene ein und wiirde sich iliber eine Beteiligung
Threr Landeskirche sehr freuen.

Die Kirche hat sich gerade in den letzten Jahrzehnten mit grof3en
Problemen zu beschaftigen. Um ihre Identitdt bewahren zu kénnen,
waren die Adivasi vor den arischen Einwanderern in den Dschungel
der Berge gefliichtet. Dort konnten sie bis nach der
Unabhangigkeit Indiens ein relativ ungestortes Leben fiihren.
Jetzt hat sich herausgestellt, dafBl gerade in ihrem Gebiet die
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groBten Kohle- und Erzvorkommen liegen. Was die traditionelle
Hindugesellschaft in Jahrtausenden nicht geschafft hat, nadmlich
die Adivasi zu entwurzeln, hat die moderne Zivilisation und
Wirtschaft in verheerendem MaBe begonnen. Ganze Landstriche
‘werden umgesiedelt, die traditionelle Dorfgemeinschaft zerstoért.
Die Kirche muB sich mit groflen sozialen Problemen und mit einer
ihr unbekannten technisierten Welt auseinandersetzen.

Fiilr die Gossner Kirche ist es wichtig, Kontakte nach auflen zu
pflegen, damit sie kritische Bestdrkung erhdlt auf ihrem Weg und
Erfahrungen von anderen Kirchen fruchtbar machen kann.

Die direkte Einladung zum Jubildum wird von der Gossner Kirche
selbst noch ausgesprochen. Die Gossner Mission - wissend, daf in
Deutschland Termine Monate vorher geplant werden - wollte Ihnen
den Zeitraum des Jubildums auf diesem Wege mitteilen, damit Sie
sie bei Thren Planungen beriicksichtigen konnen und voriiberlegen,
wer von der Kirchenleitung eventuell an den Feierlichheiten
teilnehmen kann. Die Gossner Mission ist auch bereit, zusammen
mit der Gossner Kirche ein mehrtédgiges Programm zu plarcn. Es
widre schade, wenn Besucher von hier nur die Erfahrung der groflen
Feierlichkeiten in Ranchi mit nach Hause nadhmen und nicht einige
Landgemeinden besucht hatten.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen, auch von der Indienreferentin Ursula
Hecker,

(Dieter Hecker)
Direktor




