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HONG KONG

Introduction

‘Hong Kong, the eastern pearl but British colony, is located in the
»South China sea; a short distance north of the pearl river of China.

It is an area of 398% square miles and has a population around three
million end seven hundred thousand. It is a modern cify with well-
developed industries and commerce. It is a famous free-port with
which people the world over can do export and import business.

Communication

Hong Kong has a good system of communications, by which people can
send and get any kind of mail to and from any part of the world. At

a modern airport, aeroplanes come and go night and day from and to the
important cities of most countries of the world. The same applies to
ships. For local communications, people can travel very conveniently
by trains, buses, taxis, private cars, ferry boats, tram—cars and a
few rickshas, .

The Populapion

Of the population of Hong Kong there are many different races; the
white race numbers only 0.002%, that is, about six thousand or more.
The greatest part of the population is Chinese, and they live in
different kinds of houses; first, are the modern buildings, second,
the resettlement buildings, third, the huts and fourth, the boats
for fishermen.

Hong Kong is an international market, so that most people who live
here are merchants, business men, industrialists, labourers and
hawkerse Only a small percentage of the people living in the New
Territories are still farmers. Almost all of the people, even those
living in the poorest homes, can meke a living.

Religion

People in Hong Kong have freedom of religion. Any of them ean choose
their own religion without any difficulty. One can find many kinds
of religions in Hong Kong, among which the most common is Chinese
Naturalism., The people worship man-gods, animal-gods and plant- and
mine-gods in their homes.

Thethree big religions in Hong Kong are the Catholic, the Protestant
and the Buddhist. It is said that the Catholic Church claimed a church
membership of up to 150,000 at the end of 1963. Her schools are over
the whole area of Hong Kong. And she has a number of hospitals also.

The Buddhist temples are everywhere in- the New Territories of Hong
Konge It is impossible for us to get a real count of its believers,
because most of them are home-believers who go to the temples only
a few times a year during the Chinese festivals.

The Protestant Churches

The Protestant Churches by denominational groups are many in Hong
Kongs Those denominations which are in relationship with the Hong

Kong Christien Council and have sent in statistical materials every
four years are twenty thre¢ in number, plus some separate Churches

whose names are not given. In 1962 the total Protestant Church
membership was 112,173, At that time the membership of the Lutheran

. Churches, namely the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, the

' Missouri Synod, the Chines Basel Church and the Chinese Rhenish -

Church numbered 30,869,
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The Work of the Evéngelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong

The evengelistic work of ELCHK started in Hong Kong in 1948. The
pioneers of this work are the faculty and the students of the
Lutheran Theological Seminary of China, the Missionaries and some
Chinese preachers who came out from the mainland of China to Hong
Kong. Within the last sixteen years, 30 congregaticns asnd 22
preaching-places have been established. By the end of 1963 there were
11,070 church members. There are different kinds of church buildings,
both of the city and the rural areas: churches in Chinese style

and Western style; churches located in the flats of mansions and in
the country; and preaching-places located among refugees and on the
roof-tops of resettlement buildings.

Schools

The ELCHK is running four secondary schools, of which the big one is

located in Kowloon. Forty one primary schools are run by our Church,

of which gix are subsidized by the Hong Kong Government. Three are
on the roof-tops of resettlement buildings, and the remainder are
private schoolg. Chrigtian Churches have the privilege in Hong Kong
to establish schools and to teach the Bible in the schools. In fact,
any school in Hong Kong which desires to offer Bible knawledge

as a course may do S0.

United Work

The ELCHEK has done its best to cooperate with other Churches in
certain fields of work. The Audio-Visual Committee is sponsored by
the Hong Kong Christian Council and operated by our Churche. There
are also Coworkers' proyer meetings which are sponsored by the
Hong Kong Lutheran ﬁ53001ation, but the Hong Kong Missouri Lutheran
Church is not in this body.

Institutions

The Lutheran Theological Seminary was established at Shekow, a small
town near Hankow, Hupeh, China in 1913. It was moved to Chungking
for several years during the second world war. It was moved back to
Shekow at the end of the war. Not long after this, when China was
undergoing a change, it was moved to Hong Kong and was located at
Tac Fung Shan, where the Christian Mission to Buddhists is situated.
In 1955 it was moved to its own property.

llow the Seminary offers three courses: a preparatory course, a regular
course and a graduate course. The entrance requirement is a BsA. degree
or its equivalent.

The Lutheran Bible Imstitute offers primarily & laymen's training
programme, s0 it offers short courses to many students, which
courses are held in some of the loeal churches. The main course of
this Institution emphasizes the training of Bible women, while a
higher course is offered to the graduates.

The literature work is run by the Lutheran Literature Society which
was established just a few years after the Seminary opened. Its most
important work is to edit and publish Sunday school materials with
local background. These materials supply 38 Sunday schools of our
Church, which has a total enrolment of 12,048 pupils, and also supply
more than 40,000 pupils in other denominations, both in Hong Kong,

as well ag among other Chinese-speaking psople throughout S.E. Asia.

Conclusion

Hong Kong is congested with people. Preaching the Gospel here is like
fishing with a2 net. The door is open for the Gospel everywhere.
Evangelists in Hong Kong fesl an urgency-in connection with the spread
of the Gospel, and really understend the words of Jesus when He saids
"T must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work".

- Harry Wang
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TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA

I

We are very happy to meet the asian church leaders at’ this
conference. This gives us the chance to talk about our common
work and seek to stand in one unity in Christ.

The name of the church we are-representing is: "Evangelical
Lutheran Church of New Guineax" (ELCONG). The total membership
is more than 290,000, The church is divided into 6 districts
of which three are at the east and three in the high lands.
Each district is again divided into so-called circuits( the
members of which differ from district to districsl).So far all
the circuits have been looked after by European missionaries from

. hmerica, Australia and Germany(Neuendettelsau & Leipaig). But

since recently the administration of these circuits has been
taken over by New Guinean church leaders., &1l districtsare
also in the hands of New Guineans now, we call them district
presidents., ' ;

Right from the beginning when the HEuropean missionuries came
into our country indigenous works have been trained to help
spread the gospel ( in-direct mission method). The church as

“such ("Evangelical Lutheran Church of New Guinea") has only

been established since 1956, The first missionaries came in
1883, 1Inspite of the fact that our church is still very young,
the most important work of it is to train and send indigenous
evangelists out to the heathens-- we still have cuite a large
number in New Guinea. We think of what Jesus has done for us
and feel the urge to bring the good news of Jesus to all the
pecple ¥n our country.(Mathew 28:16-20), :
Our missionaries were from the american Lytheran Church, the
German Lutheran Churches (Neuendettelsau & Leipzig) and the
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in australia. Inspite of
the fact that they are coming from different countries and
churches they all work for one mission, the "Lutheran Mission
New Guinea'.

L]
We have heard the gospel from white missionaries. They have
prepared us for baptism and growing up in Christ. They have
also guided us in the establishment of our congregations and
church. The co-operation between the mission and the church
has been very good indeed. Now the time has come for us New
Guineans to take over the control and all responsibilities
of the church. The white missionaries will continue to work
in and for the church under the leadership of indigenous
church leaders. :

At present we are working on joining with the "Wabag Lutheran
Mission” and the" Jiassi Congregations" from one church unity
with them. The common church constitution is in the process
to be worked cut for that,

All Lutheran churches in 4sia and in the South Pacific are
working in the name of and for one Lord, bBut if we only work
in our own country we can't get to have and help each other.
Therefore more inter-church i¢ relations should be sponsored.
Especially we in Wew Guinea would like to see more visitors
from other churches. Only by visiting each other the true
unity: of Lutheran churches can be realised. I like to make an
appeal at this partieular conference to send some church leaders
from the Lytheran churches in India to New Guinea soon.
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8) Last but not least I like to make a few remarks on the educatio-

"nal situation in New Guinea, In former times all education used
to Be 4mdrted in three of our church languages(Viate, Yaban,
Graged). 4t that time the administration was not much interes-
ted in educating the New Guinean people so it became mainly the u
duty and responsibility of the different missions., &after the
second world war and most pressingly during the last 5 years the
administration developed a great interest in education in New
Guinea and started with all-English schools on a higher level,.
The missions had to stop their educational programme in the
vernaculars and switched over to English too. But as qualified
English teachers were not available our educational programme
could not be carried out fully as intended.

9) after a2 few years of experimenting it was realised that an
educational programme on a wide scdle as needed in New Guinea
would not be carried out with Epglish alone. Therefore we are
having two educational programmes running parallel- one is the
all English programme, the other the vernacular programme
(literacy bible schools) where only church workers for the
future are being trained. The English schools are essential to get
better trained English-speaking pastors, teachers and other
church workers, specially leaders. The vernacular schools are
no less necessary. They are needed for those common people who
would never have 2 chance to be engaged in the all-English
programme. We need both the programme for :

{a) developing and leading the church through all-English
programme; - and

(b) for consolidating the work of the church through vernacular
programme., '
~ #

10) May God help us in all our efforts and provide us with the right
spirit, wisdom and strength to reach our goals in our congrega-
tional and church set-up which shall be to His honour, glory
angd: praise.

- 4, Lurenuo -
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THE PHILIPPITILS

Introduction

1) TAmong thc new nntions in Southeast Asia which hove

2)

gained their independence since World Wwar: il, nonc hos
hod closcr tiss with the “cstern World than has the
Philippincs. Colonized first by the Spanish in 16th
Century, the Islands crme under Americnsn Jurisdiction

in 1898, and after a concentrated period of schocling in
Western-type domocracy, she was granted full independcnce
on July &, 1946, Todzy, the Republic of the Philippines,
with a pepulation of 29,000,000 people, stands os a
bulwark of demoerccy in the Rar East, Next yecor she will
cclebrote the 400th Anniversary of the estaoblishment of
the Christinan Church in the Philippines. :

Phis young notion hos her problems, Onc of them is the

_problcm of interncl conmunication, complicated by the

~foct that the country compriscs spproxinately 7,000
islonds extending roughly o thouscnd miles north and

4)

south,’ nnd her pcople, while of & conmon ethnie stock,
speak ormultitude of longucges and Jdcleets,

 Tho mojor isI-nds of thc Republic of the Philippincs
1i¢ about 500 kilcmcters northwest of Borneo, about 250
kilometers south of Formoss, and 700 kilometers southcast
of tHe Asis mninlond. As part of the volcanic chain of
the western Pacific rrea, all the islands of the Philipp-
-ides, nre mountainous, with great mountain ronges in

$he northern islands, and the highest peaks located on
the southern island of liindanto.

The Philippincs is an agricultural nation,. producing
rice, suger, homp, corn, copr:, tobacco, and fruit.

‘Copra is the Islonds' Chicf export, but the Philippines

is not self-sufficicnt in food production. Fishing is on
important industry on =2 loc:l scole. forest of hardwoods
apc extensive although thiy arc being ropidly cut

mddwn and most of thé¢ logs cxported to Jopan. Mineral

5)

6)

woalth is extensive, but largely undcvelopqd.

‘Along with its westurnization, the Philippincs hos
the unique honor of being called, "the only Christian
nation in the Far East." To understond why it is neco-
~ssary to dircct mission activity toword & so-celled
"Christion notion", it is ncecssary to underst nd a
1ittle of thc buckground of the nation.

Mogellon claimed the Philippincs for #pain and Christ-
~1anity in 1521, " . 7 =) The
.Romn Catholic rcligion wos introduced. and spread among
the pcople living in the lowlcnds of luzon ond the Visayan
Islonds. However, liohamnedonism- which hod token 2 short
cut from the nenr Bast seross the mainland of isin,

+hilc Christianity went westward ocross the atlantic and
the Focific - had come to the Philippines more. than =
hundred ycars before Spanish Chtholicism. Islom reoached
Mindonso around the yeor 1380. leither the Spanish
soldicrs or thc priests were . - ° ever able to subdue

or convert the luslims. Nither were they very successfuli
in their efforts to recch the tribes living far bock in
the mountzins. So, in this ngtion thefe arce roughly

twenty-five million nomincl 9ntholics, betwyeen 1-13
=

“million Muslim, and botween 3 to # million pégons.

&
o
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By the yeor 180C the Romon Untholic Church cloimed

- over onc million menmbers cmong the Filipinos, and the

influence of the Church znd the Sponish system was great
The Church foundce scheols, introdueed the Christioan
idea of the feomily ond fought the evils of the pogan
socicty. T o e

But the failings inhepent in the Catholic systen left
their mork on the Philippines. The rapid sprecd of

Christispity wns in mony eases only & veneer, and under-

-neath lurk the old pagen procticces cnd.superstitions
still evident:todsy in the: thinking znd cctions of
many Filipinos. The power of the pricst wos cbused, to

+ha' detrincnt of the Church and the nation.

9)

. Perhops the two great.foilings of the opanish-Roman
Catholic wekn cibh be sumngd up in the failurc to unite

“‘the'people under o coamon longuage nnd culturce, ond the
] [} ;]

foilure to dnetil o sense of Christian morals among
o people who huove for nearly 400 years been called
" Christicn",

_As in’' some other conntrics where the Roman Catholic
Church clains ths mojority of populotion as hor members,
religion mecns little to most Filipinos except proccssio
-ns, repctitious  proycrs, and endless payments, This

ig "Christisnity" to countless thousands, Many arc
offendcd "ot the suggestion that they do not know Christe
Others, long used to the awrhoritative voicc of the
pri%st, shut thc door to missionarics, believing thet

ev ngclistic missions orce the work of the devil. Sonme

. do not even pay lip scrvicc to the Romon Church, and yet
. they hesitate to lecove their "in nime only" religion

i)

1a)

for fuar of beirg ccst out by fomily and frisnds . In
the Philippines the popular thing is to be a Roman
Catholic. It is not easy to be a non-Catholic,

S0 while she is in many woys strong and vigorous,
tho -Romaon Church is not without her problcms. she can
boost on increasing strength in cducationzl work., '
‘Since 1960 the Church hos begun 421 new schools, for
a total of 1,337 schoels on z¢ll levels, enrolling
over five hundrcd thouscnd students.

A burgconing population urbonization, industriali-

-zation, godless isms and coaflicting idcologies,

the urgent necd for land rcform, chonging values,

rising socinl expecctntions, thesc are some of the .

clements contributing to o fnst-chonging Philippides.

The Roman Cntholic Church todny is orgenized to

excrcise lcadership and guidonce along Christien

lines on this change. Particularly through the hierorchy
in the Catholic welfarc orgonizotions.

13)  But the Bomon Church faccs critical shortage of

clergy. “According to the 1964 Catholic directory,
there is onc priest for every 6,320 Romcn Catholics.
And the situation is getting worse.Thirty percent of the
nation's priedts are in the lloanila area, and mnany
are engaged primarily in educntiohal work. the past-
~oral ond sacrmmentsl nc ds of the Catholic popula-
-tion sinply cannot be met. In Ccbu therc is &n aver-
-oge of only one¢ pricst for 19,000 Romzn Vatholic.
The ratioc of pricst to Catholics is one of the lowest
of any notion on carth. Peru reports one priest per
4,000 “atholics, the United States, 1 per 700; 1.
Bwitzerlaond, 1 pcr 400Q. ; :
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14)The national ratic of scminariens to Catheolics in the

Philippines is even lowerj; one per 7,269. This means that
there is an insufficient number of vocationsg for the
priesthood. Today, 3,288 scminarions are enrolled in 41
seminaries., But it is estimated that 1,000 of those en-
rolled in the seminaries, and 70 percent of those enrolled
in pre-scminary training will never finish their course.
Thus, the critical shortage of priests promises to become even
worse. Of the 2,184 "regular" clergy, only 317 are Fili-
pinos- the rest come from opain, the Untied States. Ire-
land, France, Sermany, Belgium and other countries. If

we assume that most of the 1,773 diocesan priests, or
"secular" clergy, are Filipinos, we find that slightly
less than half of all the priests are aliens, There are

~ about 1,875 foreign priests in the country today."
(Gowing, in Free Press)

15) Rwduced to simplest terms, we con classify the population
i of the Philippines- the objects of God's salvation in °
Chrisp, and the target of Christian witness, into theee
categories.

1. *he lowland Filipino.- About 25,000,000, Mostly,
nominal Roman Catholic- folk VYatholic, In reality,

mostly without the knowledge of Jesus Christ as his

Lord and ®avior. 'ery suspicious of non-Roman Churches,
but not an zctive persecutor of non-Romans,

2. -The Muslim. "About one and a half milliocn, Generally
disliked and feared by other Filipinos, Not well indo-
ctrinated in Islam, but fanatical in kis adherence to

the Muslim faith. There has been a great deal of enmity
and Bloodshed between the Muslim and his Christian
neighbour. _

3, The mountain ‘pagans numbering almost one million,
Separated from its neighbor by mountains and swift streems
each group has developed its own dialect and religious
practices. The .government and evangelistic missions have
pretty well put a stop teo tribal warsand head-hunting.

16)Freedom of religion caome with the Amerian occupation of
the Islands in 1898. This factor, together with those
described above, has served and serves as 8 cpea invi-
tgtion to ncg-Catholic evengelical missionaries. Today,
there are no less than 80 different Portestant organiza-
ticns and missicns represented in the Philippine Islands,
with a total membership of between PHwo and three million,
The majority of these groups are recent arrivals in the
Philippines, but some ©f the major Protestant denomination$

sent their first representabtives glmost immediately

after Ameriean occuputicn ir *298. *he Auglicans were
amongthe first non-Roman Catholics to arrive. Today the
Anglican Church numbers about 50,000 baptized nembers.
The largest single Protestant church in the Philippines
today is the United Church of Christ, Originally a uniocn
of the United Lvangelical Church in the Philippines, the
Presbyterian, Congregaticnal, and United Brethren Churchesj
other reformed groups have Jjoined the United Church
gsince that time. It now numbers about 170,000 baptized
members.

17) Today the Adventist groups, the Agsembly groups, Christ-
jan and Missionary aAlliance, Churches of Christ, Baptists
Methadists, and the Lutheran Church are all represented.

18) Worth noting are two completely indigenocus organizations,
the Aglipayan Church, whigh was a rebellion against Roman
rule early in tane present century and which hkas now split
into twe factions. The largest, the Philippine Independent
Church, has now been assimilated into the Apglican group.
Another completely indigenous group is the Iglesia Ni
Cristo (Church of Christ).
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Founder and leader of thiés movement until his death recently
was Felix Manalo. This church, which denies the deity of
Christ, has experienced phenomenal growth, and claims
a mémbership of more than two million. One Jesuit scholar
. says that this group may well constitute the most vital
and aggressive,threat which the Yatholic Church faces in
the Islands at the present time., '

19)The National Council of Churches in the Philippines was
organized a little over & year ago. With the exception
of the Baptists and the Lutherans, most major Frotestant
denominations and the anglicans are nwmbers Cf the
National Couneil. Not much fruit has yet been borne by
this new organization, but it seeks ecumenicity, and joint
work wherever pessible. One of its larger ventures 1s in
mass communications, "The Voice of Christian Brotherhood",
with medium and ‘shortwave broadcasts to the Philippines
and much of Southeast hsis. The Lutheran Church is stu’ying
the possibility of membership in the National Council.

20)The Lutheran Church-liissduri Synod operates the only .
Tutheran Mission *in the Philippines, The first missionar=:
ies arrived at the close of Warld War II,The early mission
‘efforts began in Manila. The work then reached north to
the Ilocano ‘speakinig area where Rev, Carino and Rev.
Aradanas, Filipino graduates of our U,S8, seminaries
spearheaded the work. In 1949 the mission extended its

—rpeach to the southern island of Mindanao, following the
thousands of picneers who went south after the war to
take advantage of the government homesteading act, At
the same time, emphasis was given to work among the
pagans of the mountains in North Luzon, In 1960, work
was begun in the Central Visayan Island group, and in
196@ among the Maranaw Muslims on the island of lMindanao.

21)4 seninary was begun in 1955. Seven national pastors have
been ordained. Eleven students are ab present enrolled
in the Seminary. Thirty-three American missionaries are
at work in-the Lutheran Mission today.

22)While not yet formally organized, the Lutheran Church in
the Philippines does exist for all practicul purposes.
Committees and boards composed of clergymen and laymen
make all decisions pertaining to the work of the Church
in the Philippines, and deal directly with the mission
BOESE 0 L Uebedee UIddeiolidg, e Lutheran Fpilippine |
Mission exiats only to provide spiritual,mental and physical
needs of mission families.

23)Until recently, all emphasis was placed upon station
evengelistic work and the esbablishment of congregations,
Today there are 35 congregaticns, and 85 preaching
teaching staticns scattered throughout the major islands.
Baptized membership totals 5,000; communicant membership
715500

24)Medical works has been carried on amorg the pagaus of
Mountain Province for several years. The Church operates
three well-equipped clinics in the mountain area., & Fili-
pino doctor is in charge of the medical works, and 1s

" agsisted by several nurses. Plans call for the construc-

tion of larger and more coaplete units with inpatient
facilities, and the employment of more personnel to teke
care of the medical needs in this area. More than 20 ‘air-
strips are constructed or plaaned to facilitate both
the evengelistic and the medical work in the mountain
areas. Mission aviation FPellowship provides fThe .air
transportatien. Under study is the possibility of expa-
nding the medical woTk. inthe areas, especially to the
Muslims of Mindanao.
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25)Recently established was a Department of lay Training
with an American missionary at its head. The Department
aims to provide special training, mainly through lay
workers' Institutes, for laymen so that they can more
effectively witness to their Savior and serve in their
local congregation, This Department is also preparing
some parish educational materials.

26)#Also recently established was the Department of lMass
Communications, with an #merican missionary as its
director. This Department is responsible for the Church's
radio-television outreach, Bible Correspondance Course,
and the production of evengelistic and parish oriented
literature,

27) Sometimes, indeed, we Lutherans in the Philipines feel
like a " small voice crying in the wilderness'". But
confident that our voice speaks the Word of God, we are
also confident that it has a place in the Philippines
and that it will vot rebturn void. Surely there is need
to proclaim justification by faith in a climate of Roman
work-righteousness and the reformed theology of Protes-
tantism,

28)The Philippines, we believe, with its close contact both
with the West and the Lsian nations occupies a unique
position and should play an important role in the 1
Christianization of Asia,

29)Mindful of the buPden this places upon us who lay the
foundation for the Lutheran Church in the Philippines,
we are undertaking a serious evaluation of our work and
attitudes, our place in World Lutheranism, and in the
ecumenical movement. Where, how, ean we make the best
contribution to the Church that does exist in the
Philippines. This is the question uppermost in our mind.

30)Pray with us that God will make us equal to the task,

alert to the challenge , and especially,- faithful
stewards of His Word.

E.J.RENGSTORF .
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AUSTRALIA

Australia, the smallest of the five continents, is a2 vast island of
almost three million square miles, the size of Europe when Russia is
excluded. The population of Australia is eleven million and ninety
thousand people, of whom 82% live in the capital cities. It is still
regarded as a rather young country, since the first Europeans settled
in this land towards the end of the eighteenth century. Prior to that
time Australia had been occupied solely by aborigines.

Australia is divided into seven main statess:-

New South Weles (Capital City: Sydney)
Victoria Capital City: Melbourne)
Queensland Capital City: Brisbane
South Australia (Ceapital City: Adelaide
Western Australia (Capital City: Perth)
Tasmenia (Capital City: Hobart%
Northern Territory (Capital Citys: Darwin

The Australian Capital Territory, with Canberra as its national capital,
is the seat of the Federal Government.

Australia is & land of contrasts, densely populated in many cities, and
gparsely settled in outlying areasj very fertile in many coastal areas,
but arid desert in the centre. Climatewise it gets very cold in the
southern states - especially during winter, with some regions having
gnow — and tropical climate in the north.

3) Being a young country, the resources of this land have by no means been

.

4)

: _5)

6)

exploited. The primary industries have been the backbone of the country,
with woel as its chief production supplying approximately 30% of the

. world's requirements. Other important exports are beef, dairy produce,

mutton, lamb and pork. Austrelis is one of the main wheat-exporting
countries, and sugar, produced mainly in North Queensland, is also a
major export. Main mineral resources are coal, lead and iron. Recently
0il has also been discovered. Australia is rapidly becoming industrial-
ised and many secondary industries are springing up in the cities.
Being a land of much beautiful and contrasting scenery, it is becoming
a popular tourist attraction.

Freedom of religion is a fundamental principle of this democratic
country. The Churches, in order of size, are: The Church of Englandj
Roman Catholici Methodist; Presbyterian; Lutheran, that is, the two
Lutheran Synods combined. Besides these there are many different
reformed Churches and sects of almost every kind, partlcularly in the
cltles.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia, our sister synod, has a
baptised membershlp in Australia of just over 46,000 souls, plus &

further 2,600 in New Zealand. This Church is in fellowship with the

Missouri and Wisconsin Synods in the United States of America and with
some Free Churches in Germany. Its headquarters are in Adelaide, South
Australia, with Dre. C. E. Hoopmann as its General President. It has
preferred to remain alocof from the world-wide streams of Lutheranism
and is not a member of the Lutheran World Federation. Negotiations for
union with the Church which I represent; the United Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Australia, have been in progress for many years, and although
officially doctrinal agreement has been reached, matters of practice
still keep the two Churches apart.

The United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia (UELCA) was formed
as a Church in 1921 with the amalgamation of a number of smaller

Lutheran synods. The Lutheran Church first came to Klemzig, South
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Australia, in 1838 as a result of perseoutlon in Prussia when King
Friedrich Wilhelm IITI attempted to bring about a union of all
Protestant Churches. The Lutherans who desired to remain loyal to the
Lutheran Confessions travelled out to Australia under the leadership
of Pastor A. Kavel. Lutherans also came to Queensland in that same
year from Germanye. Gossner missionaries arrived at Zion Hill, Nundah,
to do mission work among the aboriginals. However, most Lutheran
immigrants came to Queensland for economlc reasons. :

Today the UELCA has a baptlzed membershlp of approxlmately 64,000
with 37,000 confirmed members. The Church received a tremandous
impetus through the immigration programme since the'last war, when
many Lutherans from Europe settled in ﬁustralla. SLE

. Our Church has 152 paators, 338 congregatlons and 147 preaching places
‘with 286 church buildings. The headquarters of the Church are in

Adelaide, South Australia, with Drs M. Lohe the President-General. The
officials of the Church have their officesiin a stately building in
North Adelaide, where besides the Pr951dent-General, we also find the
Vice: PreS1dent—General, Revs Co J. Pfitzner, who is also the President

_ of the South Australian Districts the Treasurer of the Church, and Revs.

S« Ho Held, the Director of Evangelism and Stewardship. The Book Depot
is also located here., There are other branches of the Bock Depot in

. Brlsbane, Queensland and in a number of country towns. The Church
. is divided into four District Synmods corresponding with the four
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states in which it is reﬁrecen+ea (Seuth Australia, Queensland, New
South Wales and Victori ) and every thres years General Synod convenes,
as it did in Bundaberc, Queensland in 1962. .

THE EDUCATION PROGRLAMME OF THE CHURCH

The ministry of the Church was first drawn from Europe, especially
from the Seminaries of Neuendettelsau, Hermannsburg and Basle, and

some came from U.S.A. Immanuel Theologidal Seminary wes established
shortly after the birth of the new Church in 1921, with our President-
General, Dr. Lohe, one of its first-fruits. Today the Seminary is

housed in a stately building in Adelaide and has all the important

facilities required ‘of a Theologica,'Seminaryg Dr. S. P. Hebart is the

Principal; end other lecturers arg Dr. He uaSSe, Dr.. E. Renner and

PBStOI' M. ‘liohes = - = rie . b

¥

The Library, recently completed, has been named in honour of a former

‘Principal, the "J. P. Loshe Library". In the Séminary not only study

and academic requirements are emphasised, but worship, of course, is

another important aspect of Semlnarv llfe. The Chapel too ‘has only

recently beeh completed.

The Church has three Colleges (High Schools) which ars the main feeders
for the Seminary. The oldest of these is Immanuel College, established

at Poirt Pass in 1895. It ‘has been relocated a number of times, but is
now established on excellent grounds at Camden, Adelaide, South Australia.

The second College was established in Indoorocopilly, %risbane, Queensland
in 1945 'cqiled-St. Poter's s College, and today is the largest of our
“having 552 pupilsS. Besides catering for Lutheran pupils.it

: hag a lakre number of gcholars who do not beIOng to the Church. As well

' ‘a8 being:

co=educational school — as are all our Colleges - it has a
reputation  as a cogmopoliten school. Quite a few of the students come

from New Guinea, not only children of missionaries, but also New

“‘Guineans and Chinese. Asian students from further afield also attend this

schocl. This year the first Australian aboriginal students entered the

. College.

13)

_The thlrd College, Stoe Paul's, establishéd in 1948, is situated in the

~Riverina District or Néw South Wales at Walla Walla. It is located in

the midst of ‘a strong Lutheran community.
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Apart from Colleges, thé Church operates five primary schools called
Day Schoolse All of these are-found in South Australiae. The Church has
23 teachers and 713 pupils in these schools.

MISSIONS

The Lutheran Church has a tremendous mission opportunlty in Australia.

A dearth.of pastors has, however, often hindered it in its expansion
progremme. In the early history of the Church, pastors. journied vast
distances in order to follow Lutherans throughout the length and breadth
of the country. The result is that today the Lutheran Church is well
represented in most cities and towns. Our Church, however, does not have
any churches in Western Australia or Tasmaenia, as does the ELCA.

In the early years the Lutheran Church was almost entirely rursl, but
today it is rapidly changing into an urban Church, as the masses flock
to the cities. Here mission work must be concentrated. Many of the Home
Migsion churches are established by first of all building a church-hall,
and later on the erecting of a church building, once the congregetion
becomes more established. :

ABORIGINAL MISSIONS

In the 1860's work was done amongst the Dieri tribe at Bethesda, but
later this Mission was abandoned, although there is still a remnant of
Dieri people left in the north of South Australia who are ministered to
by the Church.

The largest of our aboriginal missions is located in Central Australia
on the Finke River, 80 miles west of Alice Springs, and founded in 1877.
From Hermannsburg, the original station, has developed a large programme
with several Mission outstations radiating from it: Areyonga, Papunya,
and a large Alice Springs circuit. :

The Mission also follows the aboriginals, who are nomadic in their habits,
to the various large cattle stations where they work, and brings them

the Gospel there. At present there are four ordained missionaries engag-
ed in this work with a large number of lay staff. Besides, there are
native evangelists who carry out a programme of spiritual work to a
baptized membership of 1,235, plus adherents.

Another aboriginal Mission is located 32 miles northwest of Cooktown in
North Queensland, called Hope Vale. It was established by Missionary
J. Flierl in 1885 whilst he was waiting for permission to enter New
Guinea to begin mission work there. Four hundred natives live on the
Mission in comfortable houses surrounded by lovely gardens. The

Government subsidises the building of houses and regards itself
-respongible for the physical welfare of the natives. The church—bulldlng
at Hope Vale was dedicated in 1958 to commemorate 7O years of mission

work. The baptized membership stands at 395. One missionary is in charge
of the work with a number of lay helpers. An outpost of Hope Vale is to
be found at Bloomfield, where 2 consecrated Yayman and his wife have
charge of the work. Since the aboriginal is a nomad, conditions on

this station are still somewhat primitive. However; comfortable housing
is being provided and steps are being taken for these people in all our
Migsion stations to become integrated eventually into modern society.

LUTHERAN MISSION, NEW GUINEA

Little need be said about the support of our Church in the work of
Lutheran Mission, New Guinea since we have New Guinean representatives
at this Conference. Suffice it to say that Missionary J. Flierl
(originally sent from Neuendettelsau, Germany) set out from Australia
to begin mission work in New Guinea.

Today the Australian staff on the New Guinea Field numbers approximately
115, including wives. Our Church, which today raises about £A 15,000 a
year for mission work in New CGuinea, could never adequately support its
staff were it not -for «4he kind assistance of the Lutheran World Federat—
ion and other Supporting Partners. [
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© OTHER INSTITUTIONS

The Church has three Regt Homes with a fourth one in the course of
construction; two in South Australia, one in Victoria, and one in
Queensland. These provide for the care of our aged. The Covermment is
very liberal in prov1ding a subsidy for the building of such Homes.
Both in Adelaide and Brisbane the Church has Girls' Hostels where
single glrls mey live whilst away from home in order to attend Uni-
versities or take tity jobs.

Youth work is ahother 1mportant aspect. of the Church's undertaking.
Each state has its own youth organization and every three years a
National Youth Assembly is convened. Queensland has had its own Youth
Camp for 2 number of years, and South Australia and Victoria are both

"in the course of setting up such Camps where weekend retreats are held.

Special Lutheran Student Fellowship Groups are also to be found at the
Unlversities in ﬁdelalde, Brisbane and Melbourne.

CHURCH LIFE

A distinct tendency is noticeable in Australia toward a lack of interest
in the work and life of the Church, particulerly since the last war.
The Church of England, for example, would have the greatest nominal

.Church membership. In the case of the Lutheran Church, approximately

one-third of the people who indicated adherence to the Lutheran Church

in the last Commonwealth census, are not to be found in the baptized
membership of the Church. This indicates the tremendous Mission challenge
which faces our Church. Concentrated endeavours are belng made to meet
this challenge through Evangelism and Stewardship missions. With the
appointment of Rev. S. H. Held as Director of Evangelism and Stewardship
in 1959, success can be recorded in reaching the unchurched. Immigraticn
work has also been a very important part of our Church's outreach since
the war, for example, in the Snowy Mountains region where almost all
inhabitants are immigrants from Europe.

The shortage of pastors - there are more vacancies than available pastors .
to £ill them at the present time.- is a great handicap in our outreach
programme.: ‘Concerted efforts have been made to harness the gervices of

the lalty, but mueh more will have to bé done. -

Church services are held in most churches, except distant ones, ‘évery
Sunday, sometimes twice per Sunday. If the: pastor cannot be present,
lay-reading services are held.

Most_qgngregatioﬁs have the following crganizations:- Sunday School: The

teaching of children is done by some 1,636 teachers who have 12,653 pupils

under their care. Coniirmation instruction is an important part of the
training of our youth. Most congregations have their Youth Societies

and officially 4,000 young -people belong to these societies. For the

men there is a Brotherhood organization in many parishes. These Brother—
hoods are bound together in Federal and State orgunizations, called the
Lutheran Brotherhood Association. A similar set-up in our Church exists
as far as the women of the Church are concerned, and this has a much
larger membershlp then the men, about 5,500. The women have been very
active in supporting the Church in Mission and other projects.

We believe that the Lutheran Church has an important function to perform
in a country whlch is predominantly either of Reformed or Roman Catholic
persuasion. We pray that God may continue to give us grace to preach

' Jssus Christ and Hlm crucified to the people of Australia,

- R. We. Gerhardy.
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