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" One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism " ( Eph.4:5)

Opening words :
1. Chotanagpur ke masihi(Isai) bhaio aur bahno,

Chotanagpur ke hamare priyngm ,]

" Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus

Chist.”( Rom.1:7; 1 Cor.1l:3; 2 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:3; Iph 1:2;
Phil.11:2; 2 Thes. 1:2; Philem.1:3)

introduction
2. Widespread desire 50
We, the spiritual heads and servant leaders of the principal
Christisn Communities centred in and around Ranchi greet you all with
the same words of greeting with which St Paul used to greet his beloved
Christians in his letters. It is God's peace that we long for; it is
His Grace that we need in order to build up our unity and to work for
justice. Your keen desire for justice, peace and Christian as well as tri-
bal unity is being brought home to us during our pastoral visits and dur-
ing your frequent pastoral contacts with us. We wish to let you know that
we feel as you do and wish to voice what we perceive is a wide-spread
feeling and desire among all of you.
5. Witnes o our Oneness: Bverybody's concern:

It is your strongly felt desire that we give a common witness to
our oneness. We shall share and enjoy this oneness as fellow human beings
fellow citizens of India( Bharat Mata), fellow adivasis and fellow Chris-
tians living in Chotanagpur, this beautiful land which we proudly consid-
er our janmabhumi. In response to your desire of bearing common witness
to our oneness, we are writing this first ever written joint ecumenical
pastoral letter in our Chotanagpur. We write this joint letter in Hindi
our national language and in Sadri, our common local language. We would
wish that -;:3 letter be also remdered in local liturgical lenguage if—it

, or in the mother tongue of the participants. ¥We value all
our tribal languages and encourage them all.
4. Unl rust ¢ he Bcumenical Pastoral letter

It cannot escape the attention of any reflective person that the
world today and India in particular, is full of diwisive forces. Our own
Ghotmgyur 15 not without such disintegrating factors. Underlying these
are deep-seated grievances developed into steady hatredd. In such a cli-
mate fear and anxieties, rumours and excitements, suspicions and accusa-
tions flourish. As Indian citizens and Christians, we are called upon %o
replace every divisive trend with a positive desire for national integra-
tion. It's our duty to pray for peace in the country and in our Chotanag-
pur. It's high time that we unite our efforts towards Christian and
tribal unity. That's why we have decided to share with you these few
thoughts on unity among ourselves and unity with others empecially those
closest to us.

LG B




icumenical Spi : ie Increase: In recent years friendly contacts
between christ's faithm in Chotanagpur, as well as between the leaders

of the Christian Churches have increased considerably. We have all parti-
cipated in many informal amd formal gatherings of an ecumenical character.
We have had, for instance, prayer meetings, Bible days and seminars. We
have taken part in celebrations on eccesions of ordinations, installations
Jubilees, centenaries and other ecclesial events. Associations like Vikas
Maitri, Project Vikas, XISS, AIACHE, Albicsa, Minority teachers, etc. have
brought us close together. Recently we experienced the force of our unity
when we raised our silent but loud voice against the unjust expulsion order
served on Fr Willy Vandekerckhove. We would like that the spirit behind
these ventures which are relatively easy to arrange at the eentre, should
reach out to the gramta evoryvhm

We would 111:. to make a upecial appoal to our local Pastors in
regardtothiaugityatthomamotlwol. It is they who are in a good
position for this task .8 they have daily contact with Christ's faithful.
Theirs is the task to break the Word, to preside over the worship and to
urge the promotion of justice. We ask them to be catalists in the cause of
unity. Let them take to heart the last will of Jesus : the new commandment
of love ( Jn 13,34~35) and his dewire and jrayer for unity( Jn 17,6-26).
Let the local Pastors enlighten and inspire tha faithful with & the
vision of unity.

Now is not the time for lntnal nuapicion, m:'inination, opposition
and quarrels among us. We feel t hat such behaviour is quite unbecoming to
brothers and sisters of Jesus for whose unity he has prayed. Together with
Jesus we know ourselves to be sons and daughters of the same universal
Father. As Christ's faithful we all constitute his Church, form his body
and are the temple of his Spirit. We may adduce historical explanations
for our present visible disunity but we cannot elude CGod's call now to put
the past behind us and to find ways and means to overcome our sad divisions
Jesus' prayer for unity urges us to be keenly aware of the solidity of the
grounds underlying thm our real and true unity. It impels us to make con-
scious efforts towards an ever more wonvincing manifestation of our will
to be one. Let us make Jesus' prayer for unity our own prayer. lLet us al-
low his Spirit to work in us so that Jesus' wish for unity may turn into
a visible roality.

Unity is not uniforuity. In fa.ct genuine unity is not conceivable
except in a contemt of pluriformity. There are very many ways of doing
good things well. Having gifts that differ according to the grace let us
use them(Rom 12:6)5t Paul tells us :" There are varieties of gifts, but
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of working, but it is the same God who inspires them
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all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spibit for the
common good."(1lCor.12:4-7). Let us grow in our awaremess that behind all
our pluriformity there is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism ( Eph.4:6).Writ-
ing as we do to Christ's faithful who profess the same Lord, we would like
to urge all to be ever stronger in the faith and confer Baptisam well accord-
‘[:an to the approved practice and tradition of each Church. Let us gladly
respond to one another's request for Baptismal certificates. We are all bap-
tized in the name of Jesus. We believe with our heart and profess with our
1ips that he is Lord. Let us then " build up the body of Christ until we
all attain ks to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, %o the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Chrm"(ﬂph 4:12-15).

Our closire tor more manifest unity must not be seen as a uniting agai
net any one else. Our unity is a congenital demand ( Jn 13:34-35; 17:20-26)
It does not derive from any outside opposition, attack or persecution. In
God's plan, even these, however, are helpful. Jesus in fact considered them
2 bleseing ( Mt 5:11-12;k 10:30b) He has taught us topray for(_t'hou who
consider thenelvu)ovr enemies and to invoke God's blessing on them(Mt5:
43-48). Accordingly we do not wish evil to anyone. We carry no hatred in
our hearts towards any person, party or protagonist. Instructed by the case
history of Saul we like to see in every persecutor a future possible 'zriend
Inspired by St Paul's teaching we endeavour not to be overcome with wil bul
overcome evil with good(Rom.12:21) We try to understand the fear of others
and allay them too, with sympathy and wisdom. As for us we have no fear, fo
the Lord is there(Jn 6:20) Cur trust is in him(Ps20:6;Jn 16:33). We know and
believe this aorip'tural truth :" If God is for us who is against M'{Roﬁ:‘

¥e do not mmho oppenontt m
anything more than a tiny minority. The vast majority gladly allows us thc
freedom enshrined in the Constitution. The most authoritative voices like
late lMrs Candhi, President Mr Jail Singh and several others have over and
omer again, expressed their lively appreciation of owr nation-building
contributione. They have acknowledged our contributions especially im the
f£ields of education, health, social emancipation and national mtag'ntlon

Ve vnlne each and every reli.gion and gladly endorse the ministry of dialogu
to which the Spirit is inviting us all. The God we believe in wants all
human beings to be saved( 1Tim.2:4). Accordingly he must be expected %o
have provided many ordinary and common means within the reach of each and
all to make this universal salvation possible. God, we know, mﬁf to t
the utmost the human f reedom(ef Mt 5:45) he himself bestows. We luito
respect human freedom as God does. This implies that we who are set Hr“

by Christ for freedom(Gal5:l), do scupulously avoid every coexcive measure
and abhor any unfair means that would jeopardize amy person's freedom in
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his act of faith. At the same time we cannot claim the right to close doors
God wants to remain open for those who wish to enter them ( Acts 10:30-48)
Neither can we put obstacles on the pak of those who in all freedom wish
to embrace our faith.(cf Acts 8:34-40)

- The extmrdimrym mwh:!.cht}od has chosen to florm us into a con-
scious worshipping community(lPet 2:5-310) in no way entitles us to look
down upon others. As Christians we are neither to keep aloof from them nor
are we to refrain from cooperating with them for the common good of all.

In fact Our Lord's intention is quite plain. He wants us to be the leaven
in the dough(lk 13:20-21), the salt of the earth(Mt5:13) and the vanguard i
the promotion of justice(lLk 4:18-19;7:22; Isl:1l7). We are meant to be the
sacrament of God's dynamic presence to human society(Jn 1%:34~35). In this
context again, divisions among us are clearly seen to be a scandal to

the world and an obstacle to our common witness. A broken mirror cannot
sdequately reflect the ingc of God.

Whilst thare is need to examine mdstrenghton our relations with
every section of Indian Yociety, we have a special obligation to all our
Adivaais‘ Brothers and sisters. Whilst charity shouldnot stay at home, it
nevertheless must start there first. We are part and parcel of true Adiv-
asi stock. We are intimately related by multiple ties. We have the common
ties of blood, family, kinship, marriage and ancestry. Ve speak the same
tribal languages. We share the same background and the same culture with
immemorial customs and traditions. We have the same tribal character with
a love fax of soil and nature, forests and animals, fish and birds Our
tribal character 18 further marked by our liking for songs and dance,
music and games. We truly have our own identity. We are proud to be Adiva-
sis. We definitely intend to maintain and preserve, develop and perfect
our tribal culture. We feel that ss Adivasis we have a contribution to
make to the nation and‘%hn uor. Pr o bt A .

It has been our oxperionu that our Christian :taith far from dimi-
nishing our most cherished tribal values = has greatly enhancedthem.
This experience of ours is based on evidence and research fingings of our
best scholars. We have particularly experienced that the best features
of our Sarna religion finds solid confirmation, consolidation, enhance-
ment and a new lease of life through our Christian faith. We find no
opposition between these two, rather a wonderful connaturality. We per-
fectly feel at home with both. We can say without fear of error that Sar-
na and tribal religion can novhere be safer and more hopeful of survival
as well as progress than in the climate of Christian faith. We feel we
owe this witness to all our Adivasi brothers and sisters.




To all Adimis. Christians and Sarnaites alike, we feel privil-
eged to sound this clarion cmsll: Adivasis of Chetanagpur, unite. You have
nothing to lose, everything to gain. Do remember that union means strength:
united we stand, dividxzd we fall. Christians and Sarnaites, you are here-
by invited and urged to mest together, to stick together and to work hand
in hand in eveyything that concerns your interests. Christian and Sar-
naites Adivasis, you are called upon to struggle together in your efforts
to protect, defend, gain and regain your just rights. You are encouraged
$0 presevre your kanguages, to safeguard your cultural heritage and to
develop your tribal talents of songs and dances, muaic and art, games
and athletics. If you pull together, you will make a tremendous living
force for everybody to reckon with, not only in Chotanagpur but in the
whole of India. This insight has been shared with us by wise persons
who have noticed out talents and potentialities throughout the length
and breadth of Chotanagpur. Unity, however, will not fall from the sky.
It has to be desired, willed and built from the bottom up. Let unity
be the goal and objective in every tola, village and ilaka. At the
sade time unity should be worked at from the top down as well.

We urge all leaders to be realistic and to practise the art of the
possible. We call upon them to be self-sacrificing and to place the
common good before self. The goal of unity should be seen as a cate-
gorical imperative. Let Christian and Sarnaite Adivasis at all cost
resist the nefarious efforta of those who sow seeds of division and
split the ranks. To work for the common good is part of our noble
tradition. Christian faith only reinforces it. To live in community is
in our tribal blood. Christian faith only enhances it.

w*
1‘. AT E 'H‘_:_ W

Prm J'lno ve are hlm to have been given this opportunity to
share with you our perception of what is stirring among the rank and
file of our people. We trust that what we have written will be a source
of encouragement and strength for each and all. Please share it with
all our brothers and sisters, parents and children, the old and the
young, the sick and the handicapped, the oppressed and the poor

in your tolas and villages.

17. Reac

We look ronmrd t0 hear from you, to receive your reactions

and comments. We also hope to meet with you whenever there is an op-
portunity. If you think that this type of edumenical pastoral letter
is a2 suitable forum for us to foster our growing sense of unity, you
please let us know. We are not averse to utilize this forum asgain when
the occasion offers itself or the need arises.

18. Einal greeting:

We extend to each and everyone our best wishes and ask you to
greet and bless one another.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.(2 Cor 13:14)

JAY JESU. JESU SAHAY!: JISU MARANG: JESU JOAR!:




The protest of the Christian Community at

Father Willy's expulsion
®okoH ok E K kokk

This Bulletin is to thank all of you who have been with us in
this hour of trial. It is also meant to give you an account of what
we did to present—our case to the Govenment of India and what we are
still waiting for,

The expulsion order which came as a rude shock to the whole
Christian Community here was signed by the Sr Supertintendent of
Police, Registration, Ranchi and was dated 11-8-1986, asking Fr Willy -
to leave India within 15 days. The order was received on the 12th Aug.
eveninge.

As soon as the order was received we realized that we had to
struggle against time if anything had to be done. Two days ashead we
had Independence day, followed by a Sunday, then Bekrid and Raksha
Bandhan. Inspite of everything the Churches joined together with
their Heads and took some crucial decisions:

1+ Indefinite suspension of classcs in all our Schooks from 20/8
2. A gilent procession to be organized for the 21lst Auglst.

An action Committee was formed., It drew up a detailed plan
for the silent procession all over South Chotanagpur.

There were differences of opinion with regard to the inde-

- finite suspension of classece ., Bubt there was no time to consult and
discuss with every Tom Dick and Harry. Though the difficulties
persisted we went ahead with the plan. It was an eyeopener, We
became aware of our strengths and wesknesses. The Heads of the ~
Churches stuck together, The response of the faithful was unprece-
denteds Though there were a few questions in the minds of the
Principals,and teachers of our schools, which could not be clarified
because of lack of time, except three or four, all classes -were sus-
pendedy In the given cireumstances this was a great success..

However the climax of our protest was the silent procession
on the 2lst all over the three Districts of South Chotanagpur. In
Ranchi in spite of heavy rain, an estimated 20,000 people turned
out and as you must have read in the news reports such a procession
had not been organized in Ranchi in recent yecars. However local
dailies, as is their wont these days, tried and are still trying to
minimize and undermine our unity and strength. The silent procession
in the Districts, subdivisional and Block headquarters were equally
successful and everywhere a memorandum was presented. Our humble
estimate is that at least 100,000 people participated in the proteste.

IN DELHT

In the meantime, already on the 15th August, Fr Michael Fonseca
SeJs Provincial of the Ranchi Jesuits left for Delhi with a letter
to the Prime Minister, Sri Rajiv Gandhi, The letter was sifned by
Bishop Alan de Lastic, Bishop of Imcknow and Secretary General of
the CBCI, Bishop Joe Rodricks , S.J., Bishop of Jamshedpur and
Chairman of the Bihar Bishops' Council, Archbishop Telesphore P,
Toppo, Archbishop of Ranchi, and Fr Michael Fonseca, S.J.,Provincial
of Ranchi Jesuits and Superior of Fr Willy. '

On the 18th a letter was sent by special messenger to the
President of India and the Minister of State, Internal Security.
These letters were also signed by the Bishops mentioned above, and
the Provincial except Bishop Alan.
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While in Delhi Fr Provincial sought the help of every helpful
person to get an appointment with the Prime Minister, which ultimately
proved impossible., He met, however, some of the officials and Addi-
tional Secretiries in the Prime Minister's office and he was assured
of a response from the Office by Friday23-8, evening, then on Saturdsy
after repeated phone call® we were assured of a reply by lMonday 25th
evening. Upto to now we have not received a reply.

In the meantime it was decided to approach the Suprem Court.This
step necessitated Fr Willy's presence in Delhi. So he left for Delhi
on Sunday 24th August.

Monday and Tuesday, i.ce 25th, 26th we waited in vain for some
response from the Prime Minister's Office. We are still waiting.

Finally ¥r Michael Fongeca asked Fr Willy whetherhe was prepared
to face court arrest or any other dire consequence if we were to cha-
llenge the expulsion order. Disgusted with prolonged and unjust hariss-
ment, dejected and sad as he was, his answer was negative. We then,
also considered the option of Fr Willy seeking refuge in the Belgian
Embassy to give us enough time to file the case. On Tuesday August 26
morning we were informed by the mbassy that it would not be possible
for them to accept Fr Willy.

Seeing no other alternative and as a last resort it was decided
to call a large press conference, ¥r Julien Fernandes, S.J.,President
of the Jesuit Conference of India, arranged for thig press conference
to which all national and foreign corpespondents, available in Delhi,
were invited. Very many reporters turned up. From the news itoms you
must have noticed that all national English dailies have given a geod
and sympathetic view of Fr Willy's case.

Fr, Willy left India on the 27th morning.
AN _PATNA

A letter was also sent to the Governor of Bihar and the Chief -
Minister respectively. A delegation, led by Fr. A, Minj(Advocate)
went to Patna to meet the Chief Minister and to present to him a
memorandum signed by all the heads of Churches and many other
tribal .leaders and a personal letter from the Archbishop. After waiting
for 3 days the delegation could finally meet the Chief Minister. He
was very sympethetic and quite understanding, however nothing was done
and ay the time of the meeting Fr Willy had alread; left India.

The delegation met also the tribal ..M. L. As: Mrs., Sushila
Kerketta, Mr, Thomss Hansdak and Mr., Bhu'“lla Bhagat. Togebther with
the tribal ministers the delegation drew the attention of the C.M. to
some other problems disturbing the people of Chotanagpur. Eventually
what will be the outcome of all these only the future will tell.

OTHER PLACES
Many other people also wrote lotters to the Prime Ministerjyamong them Argh—-
bishop Henry D'Souza of Calcutta; Lishop George Saupin,S.J.,of Daltonganj
J.P. Tunkim,Principal Secretary,INDIRA GANDHI HILL,Flower School,Imphal

Who “wrocte o leittcr bo the O 0k

in fhc pcenvinesdet us Sbrengbaon our seolidority and pre  for
1 ey e e e et ale : =2
BLrpdeie e elaace CONCLUSION

To conclude this Bulletin on Fr Willy's expulsion,we must add that
s0 far we have received acknowledgement of our letter at least from the
highest Office of the land. A letter from the President's Secretariat,

‘Rash’rapati Bliavan,New Delhi,signed by M.S.Batra, Officer on special duty
to the President of India, dt Aug. 25th,1986,informed the Archbishop that
the letter had been forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of India,
Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi,for necessary action.It is marked
;Igﬁediate‘, We are =till waiting for a response from the Government of

ndia. B
We have not given up hope for justice !



Madem,

We, the Heads of the major Christian Churches in Ghotanagpur r?t
to state that we are very disappointed with the Administration's hendling
of the present situation inthe area. :

In this r:gard we thought it was our moral obligation, in a spirit
of cooperation with the Government, to draw your attention to the following-

1. The cases against the two priests, Fr John Lakra end Fr Patrick
were instituted by the Administrabion with the purpose of il
Law snd Order in the region, We would, however, point out 1
quent events have shown that this purpose hes not only been
but they show that the camse of the present unrest is not to

to the May Editorial of the Nishkalenka., Hence the steps taken b
mﬁggrgtion as to those two cases appear to heve been hasty &
c or.

2. The Administration unfortunately fails to acknowled e this faet and
hence does not find effection ways and means to restore confidence
among the people. -

3+ The News, items, articles, Editoriels published nowadays in the local
deilies are much more :I.n.fiammatory and communal in character and tome
than anyt that has ever been printed in thises region. And yet they
cen go on printing day after day without impunity all kinds of lander—
ous, baseless, and false accusations against the Christian Community.
Does the Administration not reslize the immense harm that is done to
the cause of peace and communal harmony 7 Does it not ralize that the
confidence of the people in the gmpartiality of the Administration is
being more and more eroded 7

4, The Editorial in the Ranchi Express of the 6th September spesks of a
serious plot, Is this not what the Editorial in the Nishkalanka pointed
out last Mey 7 The Administration continues to insist that there are
no facts but only rumours. It should, however, not forget its serious
ggiigntion to do Justice to the people who are really troubled and feel

ecure.

5. May we also request you, to examine the reports we receive that
people who gave witness of their hardships when you and several officers
recently toured the affected areas, are now being harassed and ill=- '
treated by the police. Flease instruct your Officers to treat the
people with respect and Jjustice. Ill=treatment and atrocities committed
by the police will not help the growth of communal haermony
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RANCHI ARCHDIOCESE

ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE
Post Box MNo. 5
RANCH! 834001

INDIA

PASTORAL LETTER

*“ DO NOT GIVE UP IF TRIALS COME; AND KEEP ON PRAYING ”
(St Paul’s letter to the Romans, 12, 12)

MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN JESUS CHRIST,

Grace and Peace be always with you through the knowledge of God the Father of all
and of Jesus Christ OQur Lord ! .

THE PRESENT SITUATION

Certainly the historic visit of the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, to our country
and to Ranchi in particular has been a cause of great joy for all of us. We
are and we have to remain for ever grateful to God for this distinct privilege.
We are also grateful to our Government for the understanding and necessary help
given on the occasion.

The Pope’s visit has been a real blessing and the *“ Lord’s call to unity ”, which was
chosen by the Bishops of India as the theme of the Pope’s pilgrimage to India, has been
of great help to all of us. Yet only those who have ears to hear can hear and those who
have eyes to see can see.

The present situation which we are experiencing in many places in the Archdiocese
seems to be one of the consequences of the visit of the Pope. The secret thoughts of many
are being revealed, as when Jesus was presented in the Temple, it was said: “He will be
a sign from God which many people will speak against and so reveal their secret thoughts
(cfr Gospel of St Luke, 2, 34-35).

TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL

Most people have seen this visit as a blessing towards unity and communal
harmony. A few people have chosen to see it as a danger signal. Hence they
try to find fault with our presence and growth, which they want to prevent
through various means.



Let us, however, not worry, but rather place our full trust in God our Father. Let
us be grateful to Him for the gift of faith. Faith is life —a life of relationship with God
and with one another. It is a life of fellowship and brotherhood. Our faith is being tested.
I ask you to trust in the Lord and to live your faith which demands to * Love your enemies
and to pray for those who persecute you” (Gospel of St Mathew, 5, 44). This does not
mean that we have not to be on our guard. St Paul in his letter to the Romans writes:
“With God on our side who can be against us ?....Nothing therefore can come between us
and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted or lacking
food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked....These are the trials ‘through
which we triumph, by the power of Him who loved us.” (Letter to the Romans 8, 31, 35-37)

AMBASSADORS OF PEACE AND LOVE

Let us be ambassadors of peace and love. Again to quote St Paul: “ Do not let your
love be a pretence, but sincerely prefer good to evil. Love each other as much as brothers
should and have a profound respect for each other.” (Letter to the Romans, 12, 9-10)

Our ancestors all through the ages have lived in harmony with all our brethren of other
Castes and Creeds. This has been our tradition from time immemorial. The history of
Chotanagpur stands proof to this fact. Moreover, the prayerful atmosphere and the sense
of discipline that prevailed right through the visit of the Pope to Ranchi and which was
remarked upon by Officials and others have also amply proved that the people of Chotanagpur
— Christians and non-Christians alike —are a disciplined and peace loving people.

CONCLUSION

In his first letter St Peter writes: *“ Who will harm you if you are eager to do good ?
But even if you ‘should suffer for doing what is right, how happy you arel Do not
be afraid of any one. Do not worry.” (I Pet. 3, 13-14) And St Paul writes: *“ We know
that by turning everything to their good God cooperates with all those who love Him.”

(Letter to the Romans, 8, 28)
Your very trial will bear fruit for the growth of the Church.

Finally we seek the intercession and protection of our Blessed Mother Mary. The
feast of her glorious Assumption into heaven happily coincides with the celebration
of Independence Day. Let us entrust our country, ourselves and the Archdiocese of Ranchi
to her maternal care. I exhort you to follow her example in trusting the Lord.

May God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace
and love with an increase in faith.

This Pastoral letter shall be read in all the churches and chapels of our Archdiocese
on the first Sunday after receiving it.
15th August 1986

Independence Day and feast of v« TELESPHORE P. ToPPo
the Assumption of Our Lady Archbishop of Ranchi
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TR ANSLAT I ON
of the RE PO RT of Hev, Martin Secberg
on _the negotiations in the Gossner church in spring 1977

In October 1976 the Curatorium of Gossner Mission decided that the
Director of Gossner Mission should accept the invitation of the G...L.
vhurch to recstablish peace between the parties or would at least the
devision in thc¢ church.

This is the report of the journey to India. On the 12th of January
1977 I arrived at Ranchi; at the 15th of March 1977 I left the Gossner
Church. All my attempts have been without result.

1.

The situation before the 13th of Jamuarv 1977

1975 we failed to introduce an new constitution. Since in autumn
of this year the term of the Church Council had expired according
to the rules of the old constitution, new elections had to take
place and according to this a new Church wouncil (KSS) had to be
formed; that means all five anchals had to elect at first their
own executive members and in addition to that each one three mem-
bers who would form together with some co-opted members the new
Church Council.

However, the North West Anchal - it represents about 25% of the
church - refused constantly to follow this procedure demanded, that
before the elections all the disputed questions of the constitu-
tion should be clarified. They would not be prepared to cooperate
any longer in the central church administrations, since experience
had taught them, that all the necessary structural changes had

beced prevented by the majority of the votes of the representatives
of the other 4 anchals. Therefore the proposal of the North West
Anchal was that, the church should be reshaped into two autonomous
synods which would form together the Gossner church.

ihe other 4 anchals are only prepared to such discussions within
the legal Church Council.

This fruitless discussion had lasted already for 15 months. All
central tasks of the church (ordinations, theological training,
administration of the church properties, external relations and
many other things) could not be taken up during this period.

A new Church ‘“ouncil is formed

Yr. oingh as the acting church president had asked all the anchals
already before my arrival to send their representatives to Ranchi
so that the Church “Youncil could be formed. All anchals followed
his request, but not the North vest Anchal.

I encouraged the representatives of the 4 anchals to follow the
rules of the constitution to form a new Church Council without

bothering about the absence of the representatives of the North
west Anchal. At first a new church president was elected,

Rev. Barla, who had been so far Adhyaksh in the Orissa-Anchal,

P L
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Then the Up=-Pramukh , Rev. P.D.Soreng, Khuntitoly, as well as the
other officers, the chairman and the members of the so-called boards
which are responsible for education, theological training, mission,
propertics. Concerning the North West Anchal they were grateful for
my offer to mediate and mentioned in the minutes that the KSS would
keep the doors open for the coming of this anchal. In the meantime I
had taken up first contacts to the "counterparty". There I was also
accepted friendly, although tiey had expected, that I would have

‘voted against the forming of a new Church Council, what I did not do.

They saw in the action of the other anchals a hostile attitude and
the final disregard of the requests of the North West Anchal. The 4
anchals would not have the right to represents the whole church.

The North West Anchal would now continue its way consequently and
form a new church. Only for this purpose the postponed elections
should be finalized till the end of January in the North West Anchal.

Two churches ?

During the further negoliation with the competing parties I had to
get familiar with the thought, if a separation of the G.E.L. Church
could solve the conflict which had lasted already for decades. I
discusscd this possibility under the topic is more necessary than
unity. Both would be desirable but if only one could be achieved, so
the first one should be chosen. “ondition would be however, that all
would negotiate this peacefully like Lot and Abraham. In this matter
the first precondition would be, that the two churches could be sepa=-
rated geographically from one another like the borders of the present
North West Anchal, so that separation right through the middle of

the church area or even through the different congregations would be
avoided. %

The representatives of the North vwest Anchal accepted this thought
willingly and saw in this a first important step on the way to their
desired goal. -

The representatives of the other anchals were more sceptical. This
was more apparent when I began to visit all the anchals and discu-
sscd this proposal on the level of the congregations. Besides the
instinctive and emotional hesitation to give up the historically
grown unity of the G.k.L. Church there were mainly two arguments,
which were against this proposal : one was the experience that agre=-
ements were not kept, that means that most probably both churches
would try to influence also the area of the other one, on the other
hand:apart of the congregations within the North West Anchal would
be also against a division of the church in two parts. The latter
thing was confirmed thorugh a number of Oraons who asked me urgently
not to yield to the requests of their leaders.

A hopeful attempt to find a solution

At the beginning of February the newly electéd Samiti of the North
Wlest Anchal assembled. Rev. Ekka from Lohardaga was elected as a
new Adhyaksh. There were heated discussions about the future way of
this anchal. The hard liners were successful, but they seemed to
arguc now a little bit more carefully.

[ =3 o .
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I was successful to bring together twice four representatives of
cach of the two groups. On this occasion the represcntatives of
the North West Anchal told surprisingly, that they might be pre-
pared, to join the K&S, if two conditions would be fulfilled.
Firstly the North i#est Anchal would have to have the right for
ordination and sccondly the right to correspond directly with
other organisations within and without India and to se¢nd own re-
presentatives to these, in short: the right to get own financial
grants.

Special provisions for one of the five anchals are not possible
according to the constitution of the Church, but changes ®f the
constitution, which give more¢ autonomy to all of the anchals.
According to this I prepared proposals of a formulation, about
which ‘the church council should decide during its second meeting
in March. During the preliminary talks about this topic-=like in
Madhya Anchal and in Assam - I thought that there would be a
greater preparedness for such a compromise. It was clear to res-
tore peace again and these¢ changes scemed to be acceptable.
Basically there were only two minor changes in the catalogue of
duties of the church president. ;

The disappointing meetings in March

In the middle of March thce second meeting of the KES took place
and at the same time the Anchal Samity of the North West Anchal
met at Ranchi.

The KSS regretted, that the representatives of the North west
Anchal boycoted their meeting again. ‘Their request for a total
independance was refused, but many thought it possible that the
structure of the church could be changed in direction of a grea-
ter autonomy of all anchals. But the negotiations began to beeome
difficult, as soon as these ccrtain changes would have to be des-
cribed in detail. Only with hesitation and unwillingly finally
they discusscd about the only concrete proposal, namely the reco-
mmandation to change the constitution which was formulated by me.
Some were in favour, some against, the majority had no opinion.
My urgent requests were unsuccessful, to counteract the request
for a hundred percent autonomy at least through a small counter
offer as a sign of good will. There was neither voting nor a de-
cision. Peace in the church in the opinion of the Church Council
thus can only be possible - against better knowledge - if every-
thing rcmains as it has always been. Although for a better future
some important steps would be necessary, the church council could
not do at least a small step. Unablitity and lack of good will
and courage were prevailing.

With this my mission was finished and I did not hide my great
disappointment: The KSS would be¢ fully co-responsible for the
division in the church, which had now become unavoidable.

when I brought this negative decision to the North VWest Anchal,
the hardliners were happy, since they felt confirmed, and the
others, who had wanted to prese¢rve the unity of the church in
peace became quiet.

it 2
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I declared to both parties, that I would not be at their disposi-
tion for further mediation and that I would recommed to the Cura-
torium to reduce the relationships to the G.b.L. Church, since
during these conflicts they had made it quite clecar, about what
they would fight: about the share¢ of the foreign finances, about
the properties and the offices in the church and the importance of
thesc points was exactly in this order.

6. Uncertain future

In the next months there will be most probably very unfortunate
scenes with— in the G.E.L. Church. The time of waiting is over and
each group will try to consolidate its own position on the costs

of the counterparty. The North West Anchal will constitute itself
most probably as Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India.

They will claim the area of the Ranchi congregation. lhe KSS will
most probably stop the financial grants of Gossner Mission for the
mission work in the North West area. This will be about half of the
total finances for thot. It is to be expected that the North West
Anchal will then turn to Gossner Mission directly and each decision
which will be taken in Berlin, will be wrong. Court case and inju-
nctions are also to be expected and whatever the court sentenccs
will be, the church will have a great damage of it.

My last word or Farewell was the reading of our bible portion of
the last meeting day according to the Moravian Brothers guide book:

Oh Lord our sins have earned: it,

but do help us for the sake of thy mame, for
our disobedience is great, with which we
have sined against you.

Rev. Martin Seeberg

This report was submitted to the Curatorium at its meeting on 28./29.
April 1977 in Mainz, where Rev. Martin Seeberg put in a proposal to

cut all relationships to the G.t.L. Church for a period of 5 years.

It was decided, that for 1977 all grants to the G.L.L. Church should be
paid as so far.

About the relationships to the G.c.L.Church from 1978 the India Commi-
ttee should make a proposal till autumn 1978.

Rev., Martin Seceberg declared his resignation from the office of the
Director of Gossncr Mission for the end of 1977, which was accepted.

In the mecting of the Curatorium on 13./14. October 1977 in Lippe, it
was decided, that a letter should be sent to the KSS and through it
also to the brothers which had separated themselved for the time being
from the G.E.L.Church, in which the continuing rclationships to the
G.E.L.Church was strecssed and the offer for further discussions was
made. :

Translation and Extract of thc minute of the Curatorium meetings made
by: Rev. Dieter Hecker.

Berlin, 23.11.1987 Sd/- (Rev.Dieter Hecker)
Director Gossner Mission



LIONS CLUB OF GREATER RANCHI

From the Office of Secretarv,
Lion Shankarlal Sharma,
Usha Martin Industries Lt7.,
Tatisilway, '
Rancbi. j
NDt.9--7-198¢€
Dear Lion Friends,

Next regular meeting of Lions Club of Greater Ranchi

. will be beld on Sunday, the 20tbh July, 1986 at 3,30 P.M,

at the Office of Tion (Rev)S.Mohan M.G,, KASS Office,
G.E.L,Church Chamber, Pramu%h, Ranchi. to transact the-

following business:

1, To dfscuss for the advertisement_to'be collected
for the Souvenir tc be published on U.N.O.Day.

2., Membershin Drive. _
3. Anv other matter with the permission of Chai;,
You are reguested to come with wour Lionaide & Friends.

With Lionistic Regards, |
Yours in Lionism,

{S.1..Sharma)

Lion (Rww) S Mochan: H- 6

GQJm:}a/WLLf Dugi L é,;.»g/;



LIONS_CLUB OF GREATER RANCHI

AN _APPEAL TO ALL GENEROUS PEOPLE, FMR DONATINE TO
MEET A _NOBLE CAUSE . -

Dear Friends,

You mlll ame aware that since nore than a decade back, the
Lions Club of Ranchi Creater has been in the services of theggemm-
unity , by engaging itself in a uarietg of social-service activities,
designed to extend betterment in 1life to the people of Ranchi' and
its adjbining areas, It uhdertouk various projects in the light
of up-lifting the condition of SpECiaily the down-trodden people
and to render them both social and mcd§cal services, Netable feuw
amongst them are (i) an eye camp held - for preventing blindness
(ii) medical services for detection of diabetes and hypertension
(iii) health examination of school children (iv) immunisation
of children against preveéntable diseases (v) It also have had the
pleasure of donzting eguipment to the blinds & physically handi-
capped (vi) Lions club,,Greater Rapnchi celebrates the Independence _
and Republic days, with the school children by distributim fruits
and sweets to them (vii) It also took steps to promote anti-drug
awareness among the peaple (uiii) There are various other areas
where Lions Club have gone deep to the root to eradicate illeteracy,
extending rural development:in the edjoining arsas of Ranchi by ado-
pting some village/s on project besis and a2lso towards adult -

eduss tilon,

You all will kindly appreciate that unless the Club has its
oun building and premises it cannot fulfillits commitment fully,

to the seciety, It hes a comprehensive and ambitious plen for the
$ociz=1 service progrémmeduring the current year to engage its oun
developmental work in the neighbourhood of Ranchi and also to have
a2 feu beds reserved in g suiteble hospital for patients who arte
needy and disadvantaged, It alsoproposes to have free medical
clinic and an immunisation centre in thepremises of the club, for

the under-previleged and poorsr sections of the society.

For this noble objective, we are sure you will agree that it
needs the will and generous suppert from you all as a charity in
thesight as well es indeed, which cen bt by way of donation and

or by giving advertisement/s in our propesed souvenir, which is
to be brought out in the occasion of UNO-day (on 24.10.86).
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The fund which we may be able to gentrate with your patronage and
generous donation, will thus have an outlet to verious social
welfare programnes and to which we we all are dedicated and
comnitted to. The teriff for the advertisements is given hereunder
and we rcguest for your sexteénding a vivid and gentrous support by
red@asing cash donation/and or giving suitable advertisement in
our souvenir to make this noble cesuse more than 2 success, The

last date of receiving donations/ advertisements is 30.9.86,
Thanking you,

rRemember s ‘Whatsoever 'Great' a cause may be, can't be said

'Noble! unless, aimed to do common good to all
People®,

JARIFE

Full Page Rs. .750.00
Half. Page ks, 500,00
Back Cover Page Rs. 4000 .00
1st Cover Pags Rs.3000 .00
2nd, Cover Page Rs, 2000,00 =
Colour Ordinary full page R, 1000.00

LION B.D.SHAH ' LION DR S.K.DHAR

Chairmen, Fund Teising. LION President.
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RANCHI - 834 001
12th August 1986

Circular le ter to all Barlsh B leats/ deads of Instltutlons and

o ke s e e ...._.._....-—--...-...-....__.__._._...........—_ —— - -

L

Dear Brothers' and blwteru,
Pezee of Chrigt!

" l.= I am wr;tln this Circular letter to inform you about the
meeting I had yesterday, 11-8-86 at 5 %30 p.m. in the Archbishop's
House with Smti Radha Singh, Commissioner of South Chotanagpur,
Sri A.K. Singh, D.I.C., ori B.£. Sinha, D.C., Ranchi and 8Sri A.N.P.Sinha,
b.C.,Gumla. _ : '
Pr IMichael Fonseca, ».J., Provincial Superior and Fr Albinus Minj,
Advocate, were also present.

2.- We had a long cordial meeting. The present situation of appre-
hension and mistrust in the area was our main topic of discus-
sion.

3.- The Commissioner has requested our cooperation to help the
Administration to restore confidence among the people. I have
assured her of our full cooperation.

4.- The Commissioner has also assured me in the name of the Adminis-
tration of prompt action in case of need.

5.- the cases of fr John Lakra,S.J. and Fr Patrick Tete,S5.d., are€
in the Court of Law. Hence they will follow their course. Let
us pray for their happy outcome,

As a result of this meeting I am giving you the follow1ng directives:

i/ Make every effort to restore confidence .among the people by
dispelling , f€ars and baseless apprehensions; >

ii/ Continue to maintain peace and unity among the people, -even
under provocation;

iii/ If you meet any threat to communal harmény, or feel insecure
for any reason, kindly bring it immediately to the notice of
the legitimate civil authority, always with information to me;

iv/ Let homilies be homilies. Churches should not be used as forums
for anything other than religious purposes.

The Administration, in the persons mentioned above, have shown
their faith and trust in our vital contribution to restore confidence
among the people. I earnestly hope that this Circular and my pastoral
letter, which you will soon receive, will help a great deal towards
restorlng confidence and continuing to maintain peace and harmony
among the people of all faiths.

Kindly explain this Circular letter in all our Organizations at
your earliest convenience.
Yours sincerely i?,gur Lord,

7 D
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Archbishop of Ranchl
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To: 8mti Radha Singh, Hanchi
Commissioner, 8th September 1986

8. Chotanagpur
Ranchi

Madamn,

Ve, the Heads of the major Christian Churches in Chotanagpur,
regret to state that we are quite distressed with the Administration's
hanum of the present situation in the area.

. In this regard we thought it was our moral obligation, in a
epirit of cooperation with the Government, to draw you attentlon %o
the following:

1.~ The Cases against the two priests, Fr John Lakra and

Fr Patrick Tete, were instituted by the Administration with the purpose
of maintaining Law and Order in the region. We would, however, point
out that subsequent events have shown that this purpose has not only
not been achieved, but they show that the cause of the present unrest
is nct to be traced to the May Editorial of the Nishkalanka. Hence the
steps taken by the Administration as to those two cases appear to have
been hasty and uncalled for.

2.~ The Administration unforturately fails to acknowledge this
fact and hence does not find effective ways and means to restore confi-

dence a-ona the people.

Be= Tho News items, Articles, Editorials pnbnmd nowadaye
in the local dailies are much more inflammatory and communal in char-
acter and tone than anything that hae ever been printed in this region.
And yet they can go on printing with impunity day after day all kinds
of slanderous, baseless and falee accusations againet the Christian
Community. Does the Administration not realize the immense harm that is
done to the cause of peace and communal harmony? Does it not realize
that the confidence of the people in the impartiality of the Adminie-
tration is being more and more eroded?

4.~ The Bditorial in the Ranchi Express of the 6th September
speake of a serious plot. Is this not vhat the Bditorial in the Nishka-
lanka pointed out last May? The Administration continwes to insist that
there are no facts but only rumours. It should, however, not forget
its serious oblifation to do justice to the people who are really
troubled and feel insecure

eee/ 2
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5.~ May we also request you, Madam, to verify the truth of
reports we receive that people who gave witness of their hardships
when you and seceral Officials recently toured the affected areaw,
are being harassed and ill-treated by the police. Please instruct
youwr Officers to treat the people with respeot and justice. Ill-treate
ment and atrocities committed by the police will not help the growth
of communal harmony nor confidence in the Administration.

6.~ We propose that you call a meoting of the leaders of
various Communities to discuss steps to promote communal harmony in

Chotanagpur.

: Finally we wish to reaffirm our total cooperation with the
Administration for the good of the people. And it is with the sole
aim of extending our cooperation that this letter has been written.
We would, hovever, make it clear that no approach detrimental to the
interest of the people will find favour with us.

Ve remain,
Yours sincerely,

e A
Al e Bkl

The Most Rev. Telesphore P. Toppo,
Archbishop of Ranchi
Ranchi Catholic Archdiocese

Y

- ?ﬁ—— < -\Qﬁlﬁig ,

Te Right erend James Terom,
bishop of Chotanagpur,
Church of North India.
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Rev. 5. Fohan,M.G.,

Framukh Adyaksh
C.E.L. Church, Ranchi



