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30 Jan. 1969
drbg/go

Padma Shri Rev. Joel lLakra
G.EeLe Church Compound
Ranehi /Bihar

INDIA

Dear Brother Lakra,

I was very glad to receive your quick reaction to my request of Deceuber
12th to cooperate for the jubilee journal of the Gossner Mission appearing
around the middle of this year. I am glad, that you like the theme
given to you, and I believe you, that it was confusing for you to receive
. information about the length of the article, which you could not quite
"lb understand. I recommend you to visit Dr. Paul Singh or Ur. Thomas Dell
in order to hear from them, that you should write about one page of our

© Jearnal, These two britlhers received the German issue of our journal,
- and they will be in a position to tell and show you, how much room will
be pi __od for your article.

If there is little enthusiasu for the preparations for the jubilee cele-
bration in October, I hope, that the XSS in its meeting today will discuss
the matter in detail, nake resolutions and give recommendations. I wrote
President Aind in time, and I also asked Brother Montag not to miss anything.
There will probably be ten guests only from Germany and certainly a number
ot'honornhlo dolountes from India.

. I was V:tx.:iﬂ‘ to h.qr. that you found your family in good health after
your healthy return to India, and I can imagine that you like to think
about the weeks and months with your children here in Germany. JTou
really see God's grace ia haviag given you the opportunity for such a

5 long voyage, and I hope I will find you in good health, when I see you
"‘ ia Ochbcr in Ranchi.

W. Ill. think anxiously of the electionsnext month in the state Bihar and
in some other big states of your country. May the democratic spirit
~ succeed, and may the public welfare not be disturbed by quarrels. And I
wish,that also the voice of the Adivasis may be heard according to its

% mm.‘ )

~ We all send you kindest regards, may the Lord's iorcy be with you and
‘your family every day. !

With & hﬂprtIUIQXyeshusnhny. I remain,
ﬁincngly{xtursY

= wly o
- Iy

(Dr. k. Berg)

(S@sshet
=7 Wission
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July 5th, 1967
drbg/go

Padma Shri Rev. J. Lakra
GeBeLese Church

Gungutola, Ranchi

Bihar, INDIA

Dear Brother Lakrat

Indeed, you should have received an answer to your letter of April
24th since long. The reason why I did not write yet was, that I
was in the same situation as you are: in my various files I could
not yet find your manusceript, which you kindly sent me last year.
Too bad. However, I do not give up hope, that one day it will
emerge again, and that I will be able at that time to send it back

to you.
¢

With regard to your letter concerning the aged Mrs. Schmidt, there
was nothing to answer at the moament, as I knew you would sympathize
with the family and write to the children.

Regarding the pensions the Gossner Mission here in Berlin has no
competence for paying pensions of the autonomous Gossner Evangelical
Lutheran Church oif Chotanagpur and Assam face to face with the
dafinitive resolutions of the KSS. We promised our help and realized
it. We gave our advice through Inspector Seeberg, the KSS remained

on its resolutions, and thus we are without any furiher possibilities.
Daar Brother Lakwra, please understand our position. We have to respect
the independence of the grown up child. The G.E.L. Church has to

know, what it does and resolves.

1 was very glad to hear,that you feel strong enough to act as a chair-
man of the Relief Committee in the district Ranchi, certainly a
atrenuous task, as you have to encounter need and misery. May our

‘ heavenly father help in the terrible tragedy of thousands and millions
of hungry and starving people in your state Eihar.

e deem the behaviour of the Roman Catholics in the Lohardaga area
irresponsible, and it was good,that you formally protested at the .
archbishop. I informed the headquarters of DREAD FOR THE WORLD

about the fact, thut only Catholics receive food there, as this organi-
zation gave thousands of tons of rice for India since last year.

They will discuss the matter with the leading men of the Catholie

Church also here in Germany. It is a shame for disciples of Jesus

Christ, who call themselves after iiis Name, to forget His example and
commandments.

Finally, I am looking forward to your possible visit next year to

Germany, dear Brother Lakra, in order to see your daughter., IMini

would be very glad to see you, and also Mrs. Berg and I would be

very glad to have you as a guest in our house one day. May the Lord

give you strength aud health, so that you may realize this voyage.

Looking forward to seeing you, I remain, th brotherly greetings,
Very sincergly yours,
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April 11th, 1967
drbg/go

Rev. Joel Lakra

G+BeLs Church Compound
Ranchi /Bihar
INDIA

Dear Brother Lakrat

Today I am glad to have an occasion to write to you, although it is
a sad one. During these days I received the news, that Mrs, Emny
Schmidt née Hoffmann, the wife of your old teacher Christoph Schmidt,
who wa® #2887 Yn Ronchi from 1905 to 1915, has passed away

on April 1lst.

I received the information from Joel Schmidt, 8701 Sommerhausen,
Erlacher Strasse 306, He asked me to inform you in Ranchi about
this fact, as after the world war on your voyage in Germany you
visited Rev. Christoph Schmidt in Altdorf near Nirnberg. I think
you will want to express your condolence to your old teacher’'s
children, and you will gratefully remember, what you received for
your theological training and your service in the Gossner Church
from Rev. Christoph Schmidt.

Your daughter Mini must be a busy housewife now, as we rarely see
her in the Gossner House. Of course, she came to see and speak with
Rev. Seeberg, when he came home from Chotanagpur in the middle of
March.

The vieit of Professor Vogel and Rev. Seeberg in the G.E.L. Church
was an occasion for us to think gratefully and gladly of all of you.
Certainly, their reports mean much workx and new considerations

for us, but we are glad to do that, as we are sure that the Lord's
blessings will grow in India, and we hope also you, dear Brother
Lakra, will participate in it in your, retirement.

With kindest regards and best wishes,
Yours in the\lord,

T
[ The- ,\

A

N Y/




’  February 20th, 1967
drbg/ge

Reve Joel Lakra

GEL Church Compound

' R‘nchi' Bihar
INDIA

Dear Brother Lakrai

As I suppose you are anxiously waiting for news of the day, when your
daughtor Mini married, I want to write you immediately about Friday,
the 17th of February. We had a beautiful festival together, and I
participated in the celebration instead of you. We made a lot of

. photoes, which we will send you as soon as possible.

Rev. Miilier from Tempelhof, who had confirmed Hubert Linthe and his
sisters, led the wedding and preached very impressively about

Colosslans 3, 12-16. We also sang the Adivasi hymn: "Praise the Lord..",
many Gossner friends participated in the celebration in the chureche.

At the wedding meal I spoke the toast for the young couple, gave them
the blessings and a gift from the Kuratorium (a kitohen machine to male
the Housework easler), and I told them about the curricuium vitae and the
importance of Mini's father Joel Lakra until the conferring of an order
by President Radialkrishnan, so that the ralatives and friends ~about 20~
should receive an impression of the young bride's origin.

The whole well edusated family Linthe accepted your daughter very
cordially, and we legt Mini know that also the Gossner House should me
a kind of home for her. D

Then in the evening for about an hour I showed 75 pictures of India and

. especially of the Gossner Church in Chotanagpur. The guests liked it
very much, as it gave them an impression of the bride's home and back=-
ground.

1 hops, dear Brother Lakra, that your daughter as a member of the family
Linthe may be protected and graciously led by the Lord on her future

way of life. It was perhaps sad for you to be so far away from your
hu‘ht.r'g wedding celebration, but you will have sought and found strength
and comfort in your prayers to the Lord. -

Now Professor Vogal and Reve Seebarg have left Rancal, and I hope that the
@Gossner Church will gratefully think of their visit as a blessing.

With brotherly love Christian greetings, I remain,
Yours sipberely,

\ e
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-3% - epd ZA Nr, 36 vom 11. Februar 1967

2

epd Riischlikon (Schweiz), 11. Februar 67. Die Berichte von der SchlieBung der
christlichen Kirchen auf dem chinesischen Festland sind von einem Missionar des
Siidlichen Baptistenkonvents widhrend eines Besuches im Baptistischen Theologi=-
schen Seminar in Riischlikon bei Ziirich bestédtigt worden. George Wilson, stellver-
tretender Exekutivsekretér des Baptistenvebandes von Hongkong, berichtete wei-
ter, es gebe geniigend Hinweise dafiir, daB sich einzelne Chinesen, ja ganze
Familien in der Chinesischen Volksrepublik noch zum Christentum bekennen, doch
sei die Zahl der Denunzianten so groB, daB jeder, der seinen christlichen Glau-
ben praktiziere, damit rechnen miisse, in kiirzester Zeit den Behdrden gemeldet

zu werden, selbst von Mitgliedern seiner eigenen Familie.

Nach den Angaben des amerikanischen Missionars gibt es in Hongkong gegenwirtig
etwa 20.000 Baptisten. Trotz der geringen Entfernung zu der kommunistischen
EinfluBsphidre herrsche keinerlei Unruhe unter den Christen in Hongkong oder
den auslédndischen Missionaren. .

hese kehrt nach Indien zuriick

filbernahme der Leitung eines syrisch-orthodoxen Prieserseminars

epd Genf, 11. Februar 67. Vater Paul Verghese, Beigeordneter Generalsekretédr
des Okumenischen Rates der Kirchen und Direktor der Abteilung fiir Skumenische
Aktivitdt, ist von der Heiligen Synode der Syrischen Orthodoxen Kirche mit der
Leitung ihres Theologischen Seminars in Kottayam (Kerala, Indien) beauftragt
worden. Verghese scheidet Ende August aus dem Genfer Mitarbeiterstab aus und
iibernimmt seine neue Aufgabe am 1. Oktober. Vater Paul Verghese war im Dezem-
ber 1965 zum Bischof gewidhlt worden, hatte jedoch seinerzeit darum gebeten,
seine Weihe um mindestens zehn Jahre zu verschieben.

Das Seminar in Kottayam ist die Hauptausbildungsstédtte fiir den Priesternach-
wuchs der Syrischen Orthodoxen Kirche. Als eines der #ltesten theologischen
Colleges in Indien feierte es im Jahre 1965 sein 150jéhriges Bestehen. Seit
kurzem ist es der Universitédt Serampur angegliedert und damit berechtigt, d
theologischen "Bachelor-of-Divinity"-Grad zu verleihen. '6

Brit

epd London, 11. Februar 67. "Christian Aid", das Hilfswerk des Britischen
Kirchenrates, hat der Katholischen Stiftung fiir Entwicklung in {bersee einen
Betrag von 10.000 Pfund zur Verfiigung gestellt., "Christian Aid" wiirdigt damit
die wachsende Beteiligung rémisch-katholischer Christen an der einmal jéhrlich
im Rahmen der "Christian Aid"-Woche durchgefiihrten Kollekte. - Der Betrag ist
fiir gewisse Projekte bestimmt, die die Katholische Stiftung auf ausdriicklichen
Wunsch von "Christian Aid" zusammenstellte und vorlegte. Es handelt sich um
landwirtschaftliche, medizinische und andere Unternehmen in Afrika, Siidindien
und Lateinamerika.

Als Nachfolger des kiirzlich verstorbenen Bischofs Santos Molina hat die Synode
der Spanischen Episkopalkirche Dekan Ramon Taibo (Madrid) zum neuen Bischof
gewdhlt. Bischof Taibo ist 56 Jahre alt; er wurde in der rémisch-katholischen
Kirche getauft, war Jeien-Prediger in der Presbyterianischen Kirche und wurde
spiter in der Episkopalkirche gefirmt. Zuletzt war er als Seelsorger in Madrid
titig. (epd)
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Ref, Fo. ‘b‘/“' _
h .‘ Rev. D, L. BQ.'
Framukh

Gelo L ﬂ - i 4.
To, Y g,
Reve J¢ lakra &
- Revs J. As Eajur.
l;' L o s v : Ranchd, the ist. September '66,
urs- mmw-tm.s.es amuanato the
underst gred,
Dear Hrethren,

I regrot that you have not yst been paid the
pension Hr lagt tonths, I am witing to the rmm*m- that thip
et be imediztely sttended to.

Yourg Sineersly,

j/e//f- C:
% ﬁy&@,e.m

(m’.'f‘.u., ’.!mdl .

CeCo 0 8=

B, sanz Chad roem, Penefon Oommities,

10 v, b-
Ve Dr. Che | roczor, Go sener Mdgelon,
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Re?. Dx. I"lo Ba-ge
Pramukh Adhyaksh
G.E.L. Church Compound

-
Ranchi /Bihar 5( 447?
. ND T A -

pwr
Betrifft: Bittschrift von Président/Joel Lakra
an den Herrn Landesbischof D. Dr. Lilje

Lieber Bruder Bagel

Wegen der Lage der ab 1. Juni 1966 nach den neuen Regulationen der
Gossnerkirche pensionierten Pastoren hat sich Rev. Joel Lakra u.a.

auch bittend an Herrn Landesbischof D. Dr. Lilje, Hannover, gewandt.
Selbstversténdlich hat dieser im Gossner Haus nach den néheren Um-
stidnden iiber den Pensionsfonds und seine Regulationen zuriickfragen
lassen. Wir haben dem Herrn Landesbischof so ausfilhrlich und detailliert
wie méglich die Vorgeschichte und das Funktionieren des Pensionsfonds
geschildert und davon abgeraten, seinerseits persodnlich etwas zu veran-
lassen. Gleichwohl hat der Herr Landesbischof-angesichts der wirklich
ganz bescheidenen monatlichen Pensionen wed vollig versténdlicher Weise —
geltend gemacht, es méchte eine positive Hilfe fir die Jetzt betroffenen
Ruhesténdler erreicht werden. Auch diese Frage wird darum Herr Missions-—
inspektor P. Seeberg anlidBlich seines Kommens mit Thnenlind evtl. dem KSS
erortern, der dringenden Bitte des Herrn Landesbischof im Augenblick
zu entsprechen, wire ich geneigt, einen Betrag von 2.000,-- Rps. zu iber-
senden, der jetzt/eine eimmalige Hilfe und zu gleichen Teilen unter alle
pensionierten Pastoren zu verteilen wére. Das schiem gerechtfertigt ange-
sichts der verschérften Erndhrungssituastion dieses Jahres in Indien und
der in die HOhe geschnellten Preise fiir den téglichen Bedarf. Wenn Sie
und die Briider des KSS keine grundsétzlichen Einwendungen haben, kdnnen
Sie diesen Betrag schon sogleich - wie gesagt, als einmalige Hilfe - aus-
zahlen lassen und mich mit wenigen Zeilen wissen lassen, daB das geschehen
ist. Dann wird das Gossner Haus Ihnen diesen Betrag sofort erstatten.

Ich méchte glauben, daB der Bischof der Evang.-luth. Landeskirche Hanno-
vers auBerordentlich erfreut wére, wenn wir im jetzigen Augenblick auf
diese Weise in dem Konflikt zwischen der notwendigen und méglichen Gerech~-
tigkeit und der tatséchlichen notvollen Situation der vor kurzem pensionier=-
ten Amtsbriider einen gangbaren Weg finden wiirden.

Mit herzlichen GriiBen

¢ 'rl"Wume« Z; m;i‘ J&”»&é}& bin ich Ihr
{ by, Tekos—Cll

Skl o) -




Kopie

1) Sekretariat des Herrn Landesbischof D.Dr. Lilje, Hannover,
zu dessen Unterrichtung (betr. Brief vom 31.8.1966)
mit ehrerbietigen GriiBen an den Herrn Landesbischof.

2) Schatzmeister der Gossnerkirche

3) gelbe Kopie

L) L.S. Peters, Celle (Kopie fiir L.S. Peters nicht auf der Kopie
fiir den Herrn Landesbischof vermerken)




drbdg/br _
Berlin, 26 September 1966

Revs Dr. M. Bage
Pramukh idhyaksh
GeBelLs Church Compound

BIHAR %l |

Subject: Requeat of President Emeritus Joel Lakra to Landesbischof DeDr.lLilje

‘Dear Brother 3Bage,

Reve J« Lakra has also written tv iLandesbischof D. DLr. Lilje / Haunover
conceraing the new regulations of the Gossner Church for retired pastors
with effect from 1st June 1966. Landesbischof D. Dr. Lilje has, of sourse,
made iaquiries here in the Gossnerhouse regardiang further details about the
pension fund and its regulations. We have informed him as much as possible
about the past history and the function of the peasion fund and have asked
hia not to take any personal measures. He has, however, requested us - with
regard to the really very modeat moathly peasiona - to reach a positive
decision as to the support of the retired pastors. Mission-Iaspector jeeberg
will, therefore, discuss this matter with you and perhaps with the €53 during
his fortheoming visic to Iadia, : -

~ In order to meet the urgent request of Landesbiaschof Lilje at the moment,

I should be willing to send you a single suam of Rs. 2000,-= which should

be distributed among all retired pastors equally., I thiank that this seems
to be justified concernlng the bad situation in India this year and the
increased prices for daily living, If you and the brothers of the X523 do not
have any fuad: tal objections to it, you could have the money paid to the
concerned persons immediately. As meationed above, this would be a single
payment. I should be grateful to receive some lines from you if payment has
been made. The Gossnerhouse would, then, send you the money at once.

I believe that the Bischof of the Ev. lutih. Churea of Haunover would be very
glad if by this a way could be found at this moment to help the retired
pastors in their bad situation.

ce/3ekretariat des Herrn Landesbischof P
De Dr. Lilje / Hannover Sal

zu dessen Unterrichtung (betr.Brief v. =
0o ieti i
cc/i;oéaggzr“% ERi‘E?.Sn.§°8n3§aﬁ"
cc/ Herr Lenz : &
cc/ Herrn Landessuperintendent Peters/Celle




September 21, 1966

The Reverend Joel Lakra

"y,
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church e { . .A[‘f“'" — t T
Church Compound ™/ ﬁv P f ”-.J" S
Ranchi, Bihar, India -'2"L / o

). ke f‘
Dear Pastor Lakra: ~ [\' \L(/

I bave read your letter of August 12 with care.

8 letter to you
Sovik has sent a copy of
rg of the Gossner Mission

I bave also had an Opportunity to read Dr. Sovik'
under date of August 1. I notice Dr.

his letter to Director Christian B«
Society.

If any change is to be made in your status, it would, of course,
have to be made by the Gossner Mission Society which has,
through the years, carried a supporting relationship to the
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and its workers.

You raise the question whether I could not find some friend
who would be glad to supplement your income.
know that through the many contacts
years, there are people from all parts of the world who ask

questions of this kind. On the other hand, our own Church has
had to carry the responsibility for support of work in twelve
different areas of Latin America, Africa and Asia. These
last several years our budget has not been fully realized. Con-
sequently any time that I may talk with someone who can be
encouraged to give something extra, I have to invite him to

direct such support to the regular budget of the Church,

You, of course,
I bave had through the

I don't know whether the

policy of the Gossner Church is such
that it can do nothing

further to supplement your pension, but
in order to bring this to the attention of the Gossner
I am sending a copy o

Mission anew,
f this letter to Director Berg,
Dyr. Sovik.

as well as to

Yours in Christ,

FAS:nk Fredrik A. Schiotz

¢c - Dr. Arne Sovik
(Oir. Chr. Berg
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Director Christian Berg
Gossner Mission Society
Handjerystr. 19/20
Berlin=Friedenau, GERMANY
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15. August 1966
drbgjﬂln

An die
Kanzlei des Landesbishofs
z.Hd. Herrn Pastor Hube

3 Hannover
Calenberger Str. 34

i

Betrifft: Rev. J. Lakra, Mhi. Indien
Ihr Schreiben vom 10.8.1966 - 3139/66 Hu/le -

Sehr geehrter Herr Pastor Hube!

Ich mbchte Ihnen mit herzlichem Dank den Eingang des Schreibens besté-

tigen, das Sie im Auftrag des hochwilrdigen Herrn Landesbischof mit der

Bitte von Rev. J. Lakra an uns gerichiet haben. Ich will mich sogleich

bhemilhen, in dieser komplizierten Angelegenheit zummtworten und bin si-

cher, dal Sie den Herrn Landesbischof nach seiner Riickkehr von den we-

sentlichen Punkten meiner Antwort, mit ehrerbietigen Grien an ihn, un-
terrichten werden.

1) Nach langjéhrigen Bemilhungen hat die Leitung der "Evang.-luth. Goss-
nerkirche von Chotanagpur und Assam" in diesem Friihjahr die lange
anstehende Pensionsregelung fiir ihre Pastoren in Kraft gesetzt. Be-
rater waren dabei der erfahrene Asien-Sekretidr von der Abteilung fir
Weltmission des Lutherischen Weltbujndes in Genf, Rev. Ishida, sowie
Robert Montag, der Finanzberater der Gossnerkirche und Anfang 1965
von Superintendent Hafermann aus London entsandte Kirchendlteste der
dortigen Merien-Gemeinde.

Da wesentliche Beitriige zu diesem Pensionsfonds von den Pastoren der
Gossnerkirche selbst nicht angesammelt waren bzw. werden konnten an-
gesichts ihrer geringen Gehidlter, Lestimmte die Pensionsregelung,

def zunéchst nur 25 § des letzten Gehaltes an die Pensioniére ausge-
zahlt werden kdnnte. Das ist natiirlich eire bittere Zahl, aber nur so
konnte verantwortlicherweise {iberhaupt begonnen werden, den aus dem
Amt scheidenden Dienern der Kirche das Minimum ihrer Existenz im Alter
zu sichern.

Die Gossner Mission hat sich auf Antrag der Kirchenleitung in Ranchi
bereiterkliért, in ihrem Budget jihrlich in den nédchsten Jahren
20.000,~=~ DM zjﬁlt ea. 35.000,~- Rps) filr diesen Pensionsfonds bei-
zutragen. Die ersten Zahlungen sind von uns geleistet.

2) Was die Person und Bitte Rev. J. Lakra betrifft, so ist dazu folgen-
des zu sagen:

a) Er hat die gleiche Bitte um Unterstiitzung an Dr. Sovik, Genf,
Missionsdirektor D. Pérkeen, Hamburg, und natiirlich an das Gossner
Haus in Berlin, gerichtet.

-2—




b) Peinlich ist, daB er jedesmal nur fir sich selbst gebeten hat,
obwohl sieben andere Amtsbriider mit ihm, die das siebzigste Jahr
iiberschritten haben, pensioniert wurden.

¢) Gerechterveise muf freilich gesagt werden, da8 er vorher einen
grundsidtzlichen Protest gegen die Pensionsregelung an seine Kir-
chenleitung geschickt hat. Wie diese derauf gemntwortet hat, weil
ich bis zur Stunde nicht. Es kann sein, da8 dieser Einspruch noch
nicht behandelt wurde, was ich daraus entnehme, daB ab 1. Juni 1966
die Pensionierung in Kraft gesetzt wurde und die verminderten Zah~
lungen begannen.

d) Rev. Lakra steat ungleich besser de als seine mitbetroffenen Amts-
brider. Nach dem Gehaltssystem der Cossnerkirche empfing er iiber
300,~ Rps monatlich, wihrend die anderen auf ein Monatsgehalt von
nieht viel mehr als 100,- Rps kamen. s muf auch von ihm gesagt
wverden, dal er einen gewissen Rilckhelt hat, weil er aus einem ihm
zu Abgaben verpflichteten Dorf in Chotanagpur in nicht genz gerin-
gen Umfang Naturallieferungen in Reis ete. erhiélt.

Soweit die Tatbestdnde, lieber Amtsbruder Hube, aus der Sie die wesentli-
chen Fakten erkemnen. Sie werden verstchen, daB die sutonome Kirche ihre

Regelung nach bestem Vermdgen und unter Beratung von Pachleuten getroffen
hat. An uns, der Gossner Mission,war es, unterstiitzend einzuspringen. Wir
haben der Bitte der Gossnerkirche entsprochen, unsererseits die oben ere

wéhnte Swme fUr den Pensionsfonds beizusteuern.

Trotadem werde ich Herrn Missionsinspektor P, Seeberg bitten, im kormen-
den Winter diese genze Frage nocheimmal mit der Leitung der Gossnerkirche
zu erviigen und etwaige Verbesserungen zu erreichen, wenn er sich im Auf-
trag des Kuratoriums Mitte November zu einem mehrmonatigen Besuch der Gosse
nerkirche nach Indien begibt. '

Ich hoffe, daB Sie den Herrn Landesbischof auf Grund des Gesagten ausrei-
chend informieren kdnnen. Ich kénnte nicht raten, daB er seinerseits eine
besondere Hilfe unternimmt, zu der es ibn auf Grund seiner Verbugndenheit
nit Amtsbruder Lakra dréngen michte,wil die Solidaritdt mit dem in glei=
cher Weise betroffenen Amtsbrildern in der Gossnerkirche dadureh wahrscheine
lich tangiert werden wiirde. )

\
(Missiona&ifjktor Dr. Berg)




KANZLEI DES LANDESBISCHOFS 3 Honnover , den 10. August 1966

Calenberger Strafie 34
Fernruf 1 5312

- 3139/66 Hu/Ha -

An den Direktor Einge~annen

der GOSSNER-MISSION ‘I'z :

Herrn Kirchenrat Dr. Berg - AUG. 1366
Erledigt

RN ety s .  — S

——

Hand jerystr. 19/20

hr. 2}- L akrn

Sehr verehrter Herr Kirchenrat!

Im Auftrage von Herrn lLandesbischof D. Dr. Lilje iibersende ich

/ Ihnen in der Anlage die Fotokopie eines Briefes, den der ehemalige
Prisident der G.E.L. Church, Ranchi, Rev. J. Lakra, am 24. Juni
hierher gesandt hat. Der Herr landesbischof wére der Gossner-
Mission auBerordentlich dankbar, wenn iliber die Altersversorgung
von Pris. Rev. lakra eine grundsidtzliche Regelung getroffen werden

kénnte, so daBl sein Lebensunterhalt gesichert wird.

Prisident Lakra hat von hier aus lediglich einen Zwischenbescheid
erhalten. Der Herr landesbischof wiirde es aber begriiBen, wenn die
weiteren Verhandlungen unmittelbar von Ihnen aus gefiihrt werden

kénnten.

Mit freundlichem GruB

Ihr Ihnen sehr ergebener

Hu&t

Hube, Pastor
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August 1, 1966

i

The Rev. Joel Bakrs ' R L ]
Gossner Evangelical Luthersn Church '-.- 1A

Church Compound - G986

Dr. Schiotz has referred to me for answer your letter of June 18
asking if sgme arrangement could be made to Provide that in your
retirement you centinus to receive the same income as you have re-
ceived during the last years of your service, Actually, as you will
‘wmderstand the fanl!hvnut.hing the INF can do to make a special
| arrangement of this kind,  We wndérstend that through the generosity
of the Gossner Mission pension payments sre being mede mecording to
a set geale to retired and retiring pastors of the GELC. T take

it that inasmuch a8 your salary has been the highest in the chureh .
your pension will also be considersbly above that of other pastors.
I hope tiub ‘thyough the assistance of your children the needs of
wliieh you wiite will in same way be met,

You have had by God's grace a long service in your ehureh, I

trust thet He will also give you happiness as you turn over respon-
.8ibilities eatirely to younger hends. Do you plan to do eny writing
of memoires or perhaps of other meterials that would be of historieal
value? If 60 I should be glad to have a chanee to resd them,

e DA Sincerely yours,

AS/1s
ce: Dry F. Schiotz

be: Dr.. Chr. Berg

e R i c"f’fﬁu‘;" .
; L
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LANDESBISCHOF D. DR. LILJE

Herrn

Missionsdirektor Dr.

elier 1 in 41

—— T - ———

HandjerystraBe 19/20

Sehr verehrter Herr Amtsbruder!

Berg

HANNOVER , den 31. August

Eingeaanné \
- 7. SEP 1368

Er"‘frl-.:,'.; wane

Sehr herzlich méchte ich Thnen dafiir danken, daB Sie so aus-

filhrlich zu der schwierigen Frage der Altersversorgung von

Rev. J. lakra / Ranchi Stellung genommen haben. Mit Freude

habe ich zur Kenntnis genommen, da8 Sie sich bemiihen, alle

Pensionédre in gerechter Paritidt zu behandeln, so daf ich ei-

gentlich keinen AnlaB habe, mich in weitere Einzelheiten ein-

zumischen.

Trotzdem habe ich die Freiheit, nochmals zu bit-

ten, die Frage positiv zu ertrtern. Die Summe, die fiir die

Pensionen zur Verfiigung steht, ist sehr gering. Wenn ich be-

denke, daB ein Ruhestandsgehalt in der modernen Vorstellung

geradezu selbstverstdndlich ist, wiirde ich es sehr begriifen,

wenn eine stédrkere finanzielle Hilfe fiir die Ruhestédndler er-

reicht werden kénnte.

Aus den genannten Griinden der Paritédt mochte ich zunidchst davon

absehen, besondere Aktionen von hier aus zu veranlassen. Fiir

eine wohlwollende Priifung meiner Bitte wdre ich Ihnen sehr
dankbar.

Mit herzlichem GruB

Ihr 3
L,

1966




Erl Someny ‘g O¥NEWYH Pastor D. Dr. Martin Porkser ‘ 19th August, 1966

A5HAQUIPSUOISS A HULOSHDUSIDM. Hanseatischer Missionsdirekte
TMENI04 BILIDW i @ 1oisTd HAMBURG 13, Mitislweg. 143
HGV. IT. Iﬂ-k,r‘ . Eir‘ &1l ._‘"- % .?‘ﬁl
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Y
Church - '2 2. AUG. 1366
Ranchi Bikar Ededig: . .
India
?ﬁ dﬁg;f . ;g
5 ' ) N "
Dear Tresident, '

Dear Brother lLakra f y
| ; 07 ‘%
. Thank you very amuch for your letter of 27%h July. Before/ (&

I shall leave Hamburg for four weeks to go abpoad I should
like to answer your letter for which I am very grateful,

¢I fully agree with you, dear Brother Lakra, that your pension
ie"not sufficient. Tt is impossible for you.to live con this
pension. However, I am very glad, indeed, that this question
is going to be answered by your chureh and that there will be
8 slight pay-increase for pemsions. liven then you will not be
able %n make ends meet. You will bhe wanting more money.

+ Do you not consider¢ it @ way out if your sons are given
Bcholarships! Due to your former presidentship there certainly
must be ways and means to obtain either from the church or

. from the Goesner lMiission financial aid for your sons as long
88 they are at the college.

You will understand that I camnot, by any means, anticipate

the decision of the Gossner Chureh. Furthermore, I cannot,

because of our friendship, try to obtain an old-age pension
® for you only, whereas there are six retired pastors.

The only help I canq.gve you at the moment is a single gift
of DM 280, ~= which 8hall be transferred to you within short.

I am sorry, I agﬁut in a position to do n}prgrg?g,.-pre'sent.

e God bless you,
184 o Yours,
‘.“”. _/’}

-

| -_ : _:- // ‘_
> Y A

it
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Martin Porksen AR A
Missionsdirekier
13, Mitishweg 143

pastor D. Dr.
Hanseatischer
HAMBURG

Exia s b o oy gen

Rev. J. lakra 2 2. AUG. 1366

Gossner Evangelical TLutheran ERURR.
Church i s [

Ranchi Bihar e
India

Dear President,
Dear Brother lLakra,

Thank you very much for your letter of 23rd June, I was very
glad to hear from you after quite a long time and was reminded
of the many occasions when we met each other by God's grace.

- I shall never forget those days in 1949 when you welcomed me
in the Chureh of Ranchi, invited me to the Church Council Meeti
~and made me feel at home in the Cossner Church. Only a few
days later T visited the church a second time, together with
Prof. Ihmels. We covered great distances to preach the gospel.
1 remember you saying Jjokingly "We shall make you missionaries.”
Then you came over to Breklum for the Commission on World
Mission Meeting. My wife remembers with pleasure when you
delivered that big basked full of ripe mangoes. We met in
_Hanover at the Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation and
‘on several other oeccdsions.

Nsw I am deeply moved by your letter and I have pondered over
: %5 the problem in which way to help you. I went to the Gossner-
" "' : Mission when I was in Berlin the other day. Unfortunately
' Director Berg was just in Fngland. As I did not want to put
' this matter off, I had extensive talks with Tastor Seeberg.

We agreed that a servant of God is "worthy o6f his hire". The
pension, as a matter of fact, belongssto this hire.

However, we agreed also that this matter is first of all the
concern of the Independent Chureh and we must be very careful
not to antiecipate the decisions of the Gossaner Church.

Any decision on this matter does not concern one pastor only,
but all the six pastors of your church who live in retirement,
Tf it concerns you it concerns the five brethren as well.

If you are to be helped the others must be helped, too.

And last of all, we agreed that they all oufht to be helped
so that they at least reach the minimum level of existence,
But as I mentioned before, it is guite impossible that one
single person (I for example) takes the matter into his hands
and helps one single pastor. It is for the Gossner Chureh to
decide in this matter.

But I have some good news, too. With pleasure I learnt that

the Churech Council is going to consider thix matter of pensions
' for retired pastors. Because they begin to realize that the

status quo is gquite unsatisfactory.

[N
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Furthermore, I was told by Brother Seeberg, that he is

to go to Tndia, still in 1966, and that he plans to

stay several months with the Gosser Church., I am very glad
about this, because many things can only be settled by
private talks,.There are problems which are very delicate
and must be handled with utmost discreetion.

I do write this letter with a heavy heart, Dear Brother
lLakra, Because when I retire I shall receive, as a matter
of fact, my old-age pension. I know that your life has been
full of work and that you fully deserve a high old-age
pension. But through the talks with Brother Seeberg

I have gained full confidence that your matter not only
rests in good hands with Brother Seeberg but that eventually
it will come to a good end.

I want to add that, should you or should one of the other
five pastora at any time be in a special calamity we in the
Lutheran Church of Germany should do everything to help.

You may be sure that at such a moment I would with great
zeal ¢ome to your aid. For it is not right that in one
country the pastors get their full old-age-pensions wheras
in another country our brethren suffer need.

I would ask you, therefore, should any of you find himself
in such a calamity do not hesitate to turn to the Lutheran
Church in Germany for help.

God bless you,
Yours,

There is one question to which both of us do not know
“the answer: Is there any possibility Soe ome or the other
of the six pastors to earn money by some kind of work

or part-time job to reach the living wage?
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17. August 1966

drbg/.l.

Kopie:

Herrn Schwerk, Fudi

Herrn
Landessuperintendent Peters gur Kenntnisnahme.

%1 c.lli
t 20/22

Lieber Bruder Peters!

Ich mdchte Ihnen doch gleich kurz sagen, vie dankbar wir dafir
waren, daB Herr Ingenieur Goeze aus Wolfenbilttel, uns gestern
und heute besucht hat und wir dadureh einen lebendigen Eindruck
von dem zukinftigen Mitarbeiter unseres Bruders Schwerk in Pudi,
erhielten. Das nihere Kennenlernen und die Gespréiche iilber seine
kilnftige Aufgabe liefen uns erkennen, einen wie qualifizierten
und persdnlich in jeder Weise angenehmen Sendboten die Gossner
Kirche und insbesondere das TTC in Herrn Goesze gewinnen wird.
Wir haben Ihnen also doppelt zu danken: Einmal, daB Sie uns Ende
vergangenen Jahres suf ihn aufmerksam machten und da® Sie die di-
rekte Veranlassung gaben zu diesem Besuch bei uns. Ich glaube,
daB es wirklich ein wertvoller Dienst ist, der der Gossner Arbeit
dadurch zuteil wurde.

Es var mir interessant zu hiren, daB Herr Goeze das erste Glied
mwmm. das sich durch "Dienste in Uber~
see" aussenden lift, und daf darum sein Dienst in Indien in sei-
ner Heimat besondere Anteilnahme findet. Einen besseren ersten
Vertreter hitte diese Kirche kaum stellen kinnen. DaB Sie mit Herrn
Goezes Elternhaus durch die alte Hannoversche BKler-Gruppe verbun-
den sind, war mir ebenfalls sehr lieb zu erfahren.

Wir kinnen jetzt nur von Herzen hoffen, daB das Visum nicht mehr zu
lange auf sich warten lidSt, und unsere Freunde Schwerk in Fudi und
Herr Goeze selber bald von ihrer Ungeduld befreit wverden. Ich nelme
an, dafd man in Fudi das nur irgend Mdgliche tun wird, um eine Ent-
das Visum bald herbeizufiihren, und wenn denn Herr
mm“m.mhmm.mnnmmmunmn

Es ist schdn, daB Sie uns auf der néchsten Sitzung des Kuratoriums
mit Ihrer Erfahrung und ihrem Beistand helfen wollen, die Reise von
Bruder Seeberg nach Ranchi recht vorzubereiten; so freue ich mich
auf das baldige Wiedersenhen.

Mit herzlichen GriiSen bis dahin denen sich a
lich anschlieBt, die gestern ebenfalls an dem
bei uns zu Hause grofle Freude hatte,




p. Set ZM/%
14| [

P.S. Eben, da gerade diese Zeilen abgehen sollen, kommt Ihr Brief vom

16.8.1966. Herzlichen Dank dafiirl

Die 20 Exemplare Ihres Berichts sind sogleich per Drucksache auf
den Weg gebracht worden.

Und zu Threr Frage vegen des Bitt-Briefes von Joel Lakra an den
Herrn Landesbischof haebe ich Ihnen am besten meine ausfilhrliche
Antwort an seine Keanzlei ablichten lassen. Ich denke, daB diese
Antwort zundchst einmal unsere Beurteilung ziemlich erschdpfend
viedergibt. Im iibrigen ersehen Sie, daB ich Bruder Seebey gebeten
habe, in dieser ganzen Angelegenheit nach seiner Ankunf in Ranchi
ebenfalls noch einige Aufmerksamkeit zu wilmen. Wir kdmnen vielleicht
dariiber in Mainz-Kastel nochmals miindlich sprechen.

Pastor Soreng ist am 2.8.,etwas verspitet wohlbehalten in Deutsch-
land angekommen und relativ rasch von Mainz-Kastel nach Filsum wei-
tergefahren, wo er sich bis zum Gossnertag in Ostfriesland in der
Obhut der Schwiegereltern von Herrn Bruns befindet. Ein Besuch bei
Ihnen ist dann durchaus vorgesehen, und wir danken nochmals in sei-
nem Nemen herzlich fiir die Einladung zu Ihnen, Bruder Seeberg wird
driiber noch néheres von sich horen lassen.

D.U.




Der Landesfuperintendent 3] Celle,den 16.August 1966

fitr den Sprengel Celle Altenhager Kirdwoeg 20/22
Qel, ; 6h 74
Ein gegan
Herrn Missionsddrektor 1 7. AUG. 1968
Dr.Christian B e r g Erledic:
+Berlin 4 1 Mgl Dt e

HandjerystraBe 19/20

Sehr verehrter lieber Bruder Berg!

Von den Kanzlei des Landesbischofs haben Sie sicherlich
die Anfrage wegen Joel Lskra erhalten. Mir wurde das Schreis=
ben gezeigt und es bewegt mich sehr, eigentlich in doppelter
Hinsicht:
| a) Stimmt die darin skizzierte Situation, so miissen wir

auf irgendeine Weise helfen, auBerdem die Schaffung eines

Pensiensfonds betreiben, was das Kuratorium sicherlich léangst

bedachte.

b) Sollte der Brief nur eine Seite der Wirklichkeit beschrei=
ben, so miissen wir helfen, daB daraus kein falsches Bild ent=
steht. lMein (leider manchmal) argwShnischer Geist denkt sich
aus, daB ein ahnlicher Bittbrief an dmdere Personen und Orga=
nisationen, mit denen JLakra in Verbindung stand, ging. Zu=
gleich erinnere ich mich, daB er den Plan hatte, beli Fudi zu
bauen; dort soll er sich ein Grundstiick reserviert haben. Nun
ist Bauen in Indien etwas anderes als in Europa. Immerhin wiir=
de JLakra iliber einige Mittel verfiigen miissen, was von der Fa=
milie der Frau her nicht undenkbar war.

Meine Erwdgungen des Argwohns gerieten leider etwas aus=
flihrlicher, doch schrénken sie nicht ein, was unter a) ge=
schrieben ist. Welches ist Ihr Eindruck?

Darf ich um nochmals 20 Exemplare meines Berichts bitten?
Meine Briider im Landessupeérintendentenamt und einige andere
mﬁg&ien ihn gerne haben. Hoffentlich ktnnen Sie diese Bitte
erfiillen.

Mit herzlichem GruB! Alles Gute!

Thr
PS Ist Soreng eigentlich

bereits bei Ihnen? Dann griien
Sie ihn bitte. Wir freuen uns
hier auch auf sein Kommen und

wilrden ihn gern einige Tage ha=
ben. Welcher Termin k&me dafiir
wohl infrage?




Von Rev. J. lLak

An

{ibersetzung aus dem Englischen

Ei.,..,,.—q gl o e e | .E.Ii- churc‘h

anchi, Bihar
PRI s ey

TR Tt RO

Emeritierter Prédsident
Allgemeine Evangelische Tutherische Kirche, Ranchi

Herrn Pastor D. Dr. Martin Pdrksen
Hanseatischer Missionsdirektor

2 Hamburg 13, Mittelweg 145
2}. Juli 1966

Verehrter Bruder Porksen,

Ihr sehr freundlicher Brief vom 15. Juli brachte mir grossen
Trost. Die angenehmen Erinnerungen an die Vergangenheit, die
Sie mir zuriickgerufen haben, sind die teuren Bande,, die mich
so eng mit Ihnen verbanden und die mich in die Tage versetzten,
den vorhergehenden Brief zu schreiben und ich wusste, dass

er von Ihnen auf das Freundlichste empfangen werden wiirde und
wirklich haben Sie meinen Brief mit grosser Zuneigung empfan-

gene.

Vielleicht konnte ich meinen Fall Thnen nicht geniigend klar
darlegen in meinem ersten Brief, Ich schrieb Thnen, als ich
und meine anderen Kollegen durch unsere Gossner Church unter-
richtet wurden, dass unsere Pension nur 25 %, d.h. 1/4 des
Gehaltes, das wir bekamen, betragen wiirde. Dies wiirde bedeu-
ten, dass meine Pension etwas 75 Rupien (fiinfundsiebenzig
Rupien) pro Monat betragen wiirde, wovon ich unmdglich leben

kann.

Ich und meine Kollegen wandten uns an die Gossner Church, gie
moge den Prozentsatz fiir die Pensionen erhthen, was nun von
der Kirchenleitung bearbeitet wird, wie Sie wissen. Wahr-
scheinlich wird die Kirche jedoch trotz aller Hilfe uns wohl-
gesonnener Leute wie Ur., Berg und Pastor Seebarg die Pensio-
nen nur auf 35 % des Gehaltes steigern. In diesem Fall wird
sich meine Pension auf ungefdhr 120 Rupien (einhundertund-
zwanzig Rupien) pro Monat belaufen, Ich habe der Gossner
Mission fiir diese Hilfe zu danken, ganz besonders Dr. Berg
und Pastor Seeberg, die die Angelegenheit betreiben.

Dieser Prozentsatz, den die Gossner Church festzusetzen ge-
denkt, wird allen meinen Kollegen gewdhrt werden, die in den
Ruhestand treten.

Wie ich aber in meinem vorigen Brief schon schrieb, bendtige
ich gegenwidrtig 400 Rupien (vierhundert Rupien) pro Monat,




-
weil ich neben anderen Ausgaben drei Sthne auf dem Colkge habe
Es mag sein, dass meine Kollegen andere Mittel haben, um ihren
*Lebensunterhalt zu bestreiten. Es kann sein, dass ihre Sohne
oder nahen Anverwandten schon verdienen. Es scheint, dass alle
Erfordernisse erfiillt sind und sie nicht unter Geldmangel lei-
*den, Mir werden aber 280 Rupien pro Monat fehlen, wenn der
Prozentsatz der Pension auf 35 % festgesetzt wird.

Es war in der Gossner Church nicht iiblich, dass die Geistli-
chen in den Ruhestand traten. Sie verrichteten ihren Dienst
bis zum Lebensende und bekamen ihr ganzes Leben hindurch ihr
Gehalt, wie hoch es auch immer sein mochte. Das Gehalt bei
der Gossner Church, die alleine dastand und sehr arm war,
war sehr gering, gerade genug, um durchzukommen, aber zu we-
nig, um fiir das Alter zu sparen,

Aber nun ist seit Juni 1966 das System der Alterspension plotzw
lich in Kraft getreten, ohne dass fiir das Alter angemessene
Vorsorge getroffen worden widre, Dieses Pensionierungssystem

hat mich in eine hilflose Lage versetzte.

S0 sind die Schwierigkeiten und das Problem ganz besonders
meine perstnliche Angelegenheit, Das ist auch der Grund, wa-
rum ich als Einzelperson Hilfe bei meinen perstnlichen Freun-
den, wie Ihnen,suche,

Meine Bitte geht dahin, persOnliche Freunde zu finden, die

in der Iage widren, mit 325 Rupien (dreihundertundfiinfundzwan-
zig Rupien) pro Monat auszuhelfen, wenn meine Pension 75
Rupien betrigt, oder mit 28pRupien (zweihundertundachtzig Ru-
pieng) pro Monat, wenn sich die Pension auf 120 Rupien pro
Monat erhoht.

Es scheint enhige Zeit 2zu dauern, eine Pensionserhdhung in
Erwdgung zu ziehen und irjder Zwischenzeit bendtige ich Hilfe,
Bitte ziehen Sie die Situation in Erwdgung und leiten Sie

die nach Ihrem Ermessen notwendigen Schritte ein.

Mit freundlichen Griissen zeichne ich im voraus dankend

als Ihr Bruder im Herrn

gez. J. Lakra



S5« Juli 1966
pab/ el.

Herrn Pastor
DeDrs Martin Porksen

2 Hamburg 1
ttelweg

Lieber Bruder Pérksenl

Vielen Dank fiir Ihren Brief vom 2. Juli, den ich Ihnen gansz
schnell beantworten muB. Bruder Berg ist z.Zt. in London beinm
WCC, aber natiirlich kbBnnen Sie auch in seiner Abwesenheit zu
uns kommen. {ber ecinen solchen Besuch freuen wir uns immer.
Uber die Sache, von der Sie bewegt werden, bin ich informiert,
und wir kinnen sie gera miteinander besprechen. Am Abend muB
ich nach Ost~Berlin, aber das ist ja auch die Zeit, wo Sie wie-
der zuriick nach Hamburg wollen.

Mit herzlichem GruB bin ich

", Ihr J7;

(Pastor Martin Seeberg)




Pastor

MARTIN PORKSEN 2 Hamburg 13, 2, Juli 1966
D. theol. Dr. sc. pal. Mittelweg 143 . Telefon 417021
Hanseatischer Missionsdirektor

Herrn

Missionsdirektor Dr, Chr. Berg,
Gossner-Mission,

Boen2 L 1 'R,

. JUL. 1966

.

Lieber Bruder Berg!

Im Augenblick weiss ich nicht: sind Sie unterwegs nach Asien
oder sind Sie in Berlin? Ich wage es aber, einfasch an Sie zu
schreiben in einer Sache, die mich doch ausserordentlich bewegt.
Von Rev, J. LAKRA,bekam ich einen Brief, einen perstnlich ge-
schriebenen und ganz perstnlich gehaltenen Brief, in dem er
geine jetzige Lage mir mitteilt, Darin schreibt er sehr dank-
bar, dass er von der Mission 75 Rupien im Monat bekommt, Er
schreibt aber, dass er als Minimum fiir sich 400 Rup. im Monat
braucht. Besonders erwdhnt er, dass er noch drei S6hne auf dem
College hat. Im alten Vertrauen legt er mir jetzt die Beschaf-
fung der restlichen 325 Rup. treu ans Herz., Da hat Joel Lskra

Ja schon vieles hingelegt in den 20 Jahren, seit wir uns kennen.

Darf ich Sie einfach um Rat fragen, lieber Bruder Berg, wie
ich mich hier im Sinne der Gossner-Mission richtig verhalte?
Kann ich Sie vielleicht einmal aufsuchen? Am Donnerstag, den
7. Juli, bin ich in Berlin, Die Sitzung dauert von 9 Uhr friih
bis 14 #2 Uhr mittags. Dann wdre ich frei und ktnnte zu Ihnen
kommen, wann es Ihnen passt. Um 19 Uhr fliege ich wieder ab.
Wédre das wohl méglich?

Ich wiirde mich freuen, bei dieser Gelegenheit auch sonst einiges
mit Ihnen zu besprechen, was die Mission angeht. Ich hoffe, es
passt Ihnen,

In briiderlicher Verbundenheit griisst Sie herzlich

Ihr
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drbg/br
23 June 1966

President Emeritus of the G.E.L. Church
Rev. J. Lakra
GeBelis Chureh Compound

%LM

Re: Pension in the GEL Chureh - your epplication to the KSS of 9th May 1966
Dear Brother Lakra,

Kind regards from the Gossnerhouse first. I sav your daughter Mini again
at the celebration for J. Lakra's passed Diploms~exsmination lust veek.
I an glad that she is well and always happily mastering her studies and

Let ne say something to your application to the KIS resp. its chairman
Rev. Bage.

E

the eiple should not be contributory. On the contrary,
mmmwmumm receiving a pension later
- : : to it during their time of active

b) I was not happy to learn that you have formed an official Pension
; that you are the President and Drother Kujur

Secrotary. In my opinion, one does not do tais if one has belonged

and still belongs $0 the same ministerium verbi divini of a ehristian

I8 looks like it as if you want to institute proceedings
wnions ete. are seting like it in the secular field, but not

churche.

Workers

Pastors of a elristian chureh. You all, who will get & pemsion, could
appoint some representatives for talks with the leading council of the
church, who will take your interests. But you should mot be formed in

such an official association. It would also be good if those representatives
came from differeat tribes of the church and not caly from one trive.

In my opinion, trival thinking is too much present in owr dear Cossuer

s Anyhow. '

f

-2-




4—

2. But, I can understand you who will receive a pension. At present and
under the situation in India mow, it will be very difficult for you
to manage with 25§ of your present salary. I understand that you
will come into persomal difficulties because of the eoonomic situation
and the probebly inereasing prices in your country. I do hope that the
K88 will, for this reason, re-consider the regulations. On tie other
hand, dear Brother has the start to be made somevhere and the
fund has to be run if it is to meet its requirements during
the yeoars to come.

I think that it would be quite justified if a small amount of the money
received from sell the MHain-Roesd-Site of the Ranchi Compound were to
be put into the Fund. It would, therefore, perhaps be possible
that 30%, 355 or 40 5 were to be paid from the beginning without injuring
the basie prineiple that the degisiwe capacity of the fund be formed
mumuimimmwmmorm chureh during the time
of their active service. _

These are ny remarks, dear Brother Lakra. We are not responsible for the
regulations. w.mnumummm.mn shall
fulfill owr duty duriag the years to made by
your constitutional Board of your (

co/ vanirman oi Yne abb,
President Dr. Bage

ce/ Becretary of XSS




drbgibr
Berlin 41, 23 December 1965

Padma Shri - -
Rev, J. Lakra
GueEsLs Church Compound

Ranchi BIHAR
INDIA

Dear Brother Lakra,

Thank you very much for your kind and brotherly wishes for Christmas
which I should like to returan very heartily. I wish you and your dear
family a blessed New Year . May our Lord give you enough strength to
carry out all your tasks as wll as the new one at the Theological
College.

I believe, I sent you the last letter, so it was somewhat your fault
that we have not heard much from each other for a long time. I do
hope that Brother Lakra does not overwork himself in the New Year
by carrying for the College the KSS and the Kuratorium in Berlin
along with him. You see, both bodies are very big and heavy ! Don't
collapsel But, if you do carry it, then please entrust your burden
to your Heavenly Father, who knows to which final goal he will bring
this matter.

Your comments on the bad harvest in your country have been very
significant. Almost every letter,which we receive from India,gives
us this information. We can only hope that, with the help of LWB,

it will, at least, been possible to feed the echool-childrem during
the worst period from April - September 1966. Brother Montag will
surely have talked to you om this matter. We very much sympathize
with every single family which will be short of food next year.
Naturally, the Padma Shri cannot but send a few important, political
comments to his friends in Berlin. We hope that the big Asian powers
do not come to a serious collision again and disturb the peace in
the whole world.

Mini is in good health and is always busy when we meet her. She will
make good progress if she continues that way and will become a good
German-trained doctor-lady one day.

Mrs. Berg returns your greetings very heartily. WigHing you all the
very best for the new Season,

I am Yours the Lord,
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Gosesner Mission Berlin, 15 October 1965
1 Berlin 41 (7risdenan) drbg/br
Handjerysirabie 19/20

Padma Shri
Reve Je Lakra

untitoli P.0.
D%o ’:;;:I

Bihar
India

Dear Brother Lakra,

Refering to your personal letter of 1st October 1965, in which you
mentioned again the Secular christian resp. Lutheran College at
Ranchi, I like to summarize again what has been said so fare by
the Gossner Mission in this matter since July 1962,

1+ You have expressed the strong wish to establish such a College.
You have submitted the request at the meeting of the Kuratorium,
the day after my installation as director of the Gossner Mission.
At that time, the Kuratorium replied kindly and favourably, but

stated the following quite clearly:

a) The Gossner Mission will not be in the position to mbtwiuxtive
necessary money of some 100,000 Rs., because there are too
many other tasks or because there will be many others in the
coming years. Just think of the scholarships in Germany and

“7 for the three institutions in Chota Nagpur, the help for the
mission work, the Ten-Year-Building Plan and the three
institutions in Fudi, Khuntitoli and Amgaon.

b) The request will have to be made by the KSS officially. It should
contain finamcial calculations (expenses for establishment of the
College, for the staff, the running costs ete.,) The Gossaner Mission
has to have such an official request from the GELC as nﬁ as
exact plans and not only a request made by some leading ‘:I.duls.

It would be needed for asking different bodies im the "Landeskirchen"
or in the EKD to support this plan,

grant out of its budget the

2. I know that the KSS has appointed a sub-committee to consider the
matter carefully and to put up such a plan.
Obviously, this committee has not fulfilled its task yete I do not
know why. Maybe, because the problem is such a difficult one or
because of the staff in the committee, Anyhow, neither the Gossner Mission
nor the LWF have up till now received such a detailed request. That is
why we could not take any further steps in this matter here in Germany.

I once heard that the Anglicans sold their old, traditionell college in
Hagaribaghe This might have shown the difficulties for a christian church
<dn Chota Nagpur to rum such a colleges. Maybe, many people put forward

the question in the GEIC of whether a college could be established at a
time when the Anglican Hother Church was not in the position anymore to
find enough christian professors for their college and enough money to
meet all the running costs.

-2
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Berlin 41, 15 October 1965
drbg/br

Padma Shri Rev. J. Lakra

Ihuntitoli PaOe
Dt. Ranchi
Bihar

India

Dear Brother Lakra,

Thank you very much for your letter of 1st October 1965 which we
received on 12 October. If the mail is somewhat in time, we, then,
know that the conflict between India and Pakistan has not affected
the life in Chota Nagpur too much. We are following the situation
in India with deep sympathy, and are thinking of you all and our
dear Gossner Church and hope that you will not be affoctod by it
“too much.

Before answering the different points of your mentioned letter,

I want to write some lines about Mini., She has passed her "Vor-Physikum"
with a good result and has obtained good marks in all subjects. I hawe
not seen her much during the last weeks, because she has been working
‘and studying so much., Mrs. Berg invited Mini recently and told me

that Mini is now very happy to have the examination behind herself.

I wish her much success for her further study !

Now, let me answer your questions:

s T was pleased to know that you have- obviously on the occasion of
the conferences of the Central Meetiug Place = called the Head-
masters of the Schools to discuss with them problems of religious
instruction in the schools, finances and other pedagogical matters.
We quite understand that the few brothers from Assam were not in-
E===“yvited, due to heavy expenses etc. Te—

It was with great pleasure that I heard that Headmaater Tirkey from
Chainpur has been appointed for the Gossner High School in Ranchi,

I think that they will miss him in Chaimpur, but I am very glad

that he has been appointed to the traditiomnell Highschool to Ranchi,
since he is an efficient man.

I hope that he will accept this appointment and that his work there
will be much blessed.

“2+ Brother Weissinger had to write a serious letter to Mr; Sinka in
India concerning his son Tarkeshwar. Tarkeshwar has not made much
progress yet. He has not adapted himself to the German way of
studying much yet. In these circumstances, we could not transfer
him either to Berlin or Munich., Quite a few Indian siudents have
difficulties in adapting themselves to the Germen mtandard. Others,
however, do not find it so difficult (your daugther). But, Tarkeshwar
does have difficulties, It will have to be decided in the near future
as to what chances he will have for a successful study here. Brother
Weissinger, as I just heard, has sent you a copy of his letter to
Father Sinha.

-2-




3« Let me now say something to the matter of a christian resp. lutheran
.~~Cpllege in Ranchi, in which you are so interested. I was quite
surprised that you had the"Gossner Mission special issue" translated
to you and that you followed every item with deep interest. Concerning
the college in Ranchi, I have to correct a misunderstazding. We have
not included the college at Ranchi in the preogramme of the GELC for
the next ten years. The KSS has done it at its meeting on 11ef March
1965, Since this matter is so important, I want to give my opinion
in a special letter again and shall send copy of same to the Pramukh
as well as to the secretary of KSS, so that it may be in the files.
w==‘PThe Gossner Mission will send its comment as frank =s possible so that
no misunderstandings will arise, regarding respensibilities and
possibilities.

Let me thank you again for your personal letter, dear Brother Lakra.
I am always glad to hear from you, although we are, sometimes, of a
different opinion. But, our Lord has bound us together and will be

with us,

greetings,
the L’l‘d’
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21 July 1965

Padmashri Reve J. Lakra
GeEeLe Church Compound

zeat / Alind

Dear Brother Lakra,
Let me acknowledge receipt of your personal letter of 26 June as reply

:
E
;

by it, all the more as we have not

written

- NeE« Horoe Further steps to make
Property Board more efficiont may, then, be considered !

opinions differ with regard to the

task O : e e ‘ ~ n. the matters of the Property
Board may seem to be comparatively "petty ones"”, as you wrote. But, on
IN‘“ankqpnt to thoM‘M;Itho

E
i
:
8
:
:
{
:
:
:
?

christiaa churche The Gossner Church will not be a
new generation ian India., But, you have admitted it
the solid standing of the Gossaer Church "apart from her ecomomic condi-
tions." I would like to see if you and other Brethren suffered more under
those conditions and tried to change it to the better. I do mot like to
mention it at random as you have done iayour letter.
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Your words, dear Brother Lakra, do not sound nice in my earss
“The wish of ti : atorium is fulfilled." It must

@ the decisive wish o Ll who are responsible in the Gossner
Church to make the Property Board more efficient ! The wishes

of the Kuratorium are secondary. We, only, do not want to iavest
money in a Church which does not make encugh efforts to raise its

resources itself.

I fear that you and many others are more troubled about the tribal
balance of the Church than about the necessity to make the Gossner
Church really independent. Improving the financial condition of the
Gossner Church is one of the most important steps to reach real
independence.

autonon 4 -

mummttmmtmmmuﬂuuw
with the status in the Property Board because the tribal balance
was not ? You have not suffered enough under the inefficiency

' to the whole Gossncr Church.
These were my earnest worries in my letter to you.

| +» Khuntitold, Printing
Press and Purulia are now having Managing Committees. The President
of the wemummamutmqqmu

;
f
:
E
{
:

to the Kuratoriume However, those co-workers, mainly sent out by the
Kuratorium and receiving their salary from there, are also obliged to
submit reports to Berlin. But, the President can note as to whether a
cO=worker has given wrong statements on the situation which must, then,
be corrected. Please, ask the President occasionally Af I am correct in

saying soe

In sumi: We agree om many things; oa other points, however, differ our
opinionss I do hope that this will turn to the better in the future.




GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

PRAMUKH ADHYAKSH . Rev. Dr. M. BAGE HEAD OFFICE
UP-PRAMUKH ADHYAKSH . Rev. C. B. AIND G. B. L. Church
SECRETARY Mr. H. SAMAD Ranchi, Bihar
HESR India
TREASURER i Mr. C. A. TI osa. 810
12th, 1965,

Dr. C. Berg,

The Gossner Mission, ; : L aae

1, Berlin 41 (Friedemam), - o {

Handjerystrasse 19-20,
Heat Germanve

Dear Dr, Berg,
Reference: Personal Correspondence with Revd,Lakra
and his anawer dated 26th June 1965,

1) In reply to the first parsgraph of Revd, J. Lakra's letter, I
think it absolutely unnecessary to try and convince the Gossner
Mission that I am in no way attempting to create any tension between
the Gossner Church and the Mission,

2) In paragraph 2 of the letter Revd. Lakra points out that the
matters of the Property Board are pétty matters, I am absolutely in
disagreement with this statement., The matters of the Property Board
are of vital concern to both the Gossner Church and the Gossner Mission,
As I pointed out so many times,and which apparently the Revd. Lakra
does not seem to appreciate, the key to the whole matter of the Gossner
Church 1ies with this Board.

3) In paragraph 3 Revd, Lakra points out that he loves the Gossner
Mission from the bottom of his heart. This statement is very pleasing
to have in writing, and let us sincerely hope that he has this thought
foremost in his mind for the future,

4) As a citizen of a democratic country I can fully appreciate
Revd, Lakra's rights to stand for all that is just and fair, and at
no time would I suggest that he should not contime to take this stand,

5) In paragraph 5 the Revd, Lakra states that he did not interfere
in the affaeirs of the Property Board, Not only is this incorrect,
but I maintain that Revd, Lakra as good as took over the Chairmanshi
on the first two meetings. ——— ik

Revd, Lekra states that he had no objections to Mr, Bhengra being
a manager, yet it was his suggestion that Mr. Bhengra did not possess
the necessary qualifications to deal with high ranking public admine
istrators, so that in his opinion the status quo should remain and
that ¥Mr, Herman Lakba be left as Secretary/Manager until the new term
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of office in 1966,

I agree that it was not quite tactful to make Mr, Bhengra both
Secretary and Manager, but it was agreed in the very first meeting
that a Secretary should be found from within the Property Board
members and hold this post as an honowry one. However, there was

° no necessity to frame a charge, as Revd, Lakra puts it, against

Mr, Herman Lakra,

6) In paragraph 6 of the letter, Revd, Lakra brings up the position
of the tribal question. Apparently Revd, Lakra was the only person
at the meeting Wwho thought this question to be a great problem, In
the case of the Ranchi Sub-Committee there are four Oreaons and only
two Mundas, never once has Revd, Lakra considered this as being

unjusto

7) In paragraph 7 Revd., Lakra accuses the reporter as being ignoranbe
of the situation and making a distorted report. This of course is
quite untrue, both Revd. Ishida from the L.W.F., and Dr, Bage, the
Pramukh Adhyaksh have read all my reports to you regarding the Property
Board, the Pramukh Adhyaksh would surely haye definitely taken a stand
if he had thought that I had not reported the true facts. It is a great
pity that the mimites of the Property Board meetings are so badly kept
that it is not possible to evaluate any one meeting.

8) In paragraph 8, Revd, Lakra claims that the appointment of

Mr, Bhengra as co-manager, and the resignation of Mr, Herman Lakra
and appointment of an Oraon as Secretary was his advice, This is
completely untrue and makes Revd, Lakra a Ii¥ar (I use the same term

as he uses about the reporter to you). The whole idea of the resignation
of Mr, Herman Lakra and appointment of another Oraon Honoury Secretary
came from me, Pastor Ishida can confirm this as I brought this matter
up during the Property Board meeting which he attended. You will be
able to confirm this by reading my report on the full Property Board
meeting from the 2lst to the 25th May, where you will find the complete
details,and my suggestions on page 2, items 1-3. Revd. Lakra suggests
that the wish of the Autonomous Kuratorium is fulfilled and the
Constitution of the Autonomous Churech is kept. It is obvious from this

statement that he considers the whole matter of the reorganisation %
the Property Board as a wish of the Kuratorium ma‘m‘f—&"fﬁgppmn that
of the Gossner Church, 3
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I do not think it necessary for me to comment about the supposed
distorted report, or your becoming an easy prey to this distorted
report,

9) In his last paragraph Revd, Lekra says that the reporter is a
"desi fellow", who wants to bring about friction between
. . Lakra, it is inconceivable to me how he can

justify this statement, With regard: to his contention that the
Kuratoirum cannot take up a report from a co-worker in the field,
officially, I am not clear how far this statement is justified.
'As I previously stated, it is a great pity that the Mimtes of a
four day meeting of the Property Board were so badly kept that they
are condensed into barely a type-written page. It is part of my duties
to see that not only the Gossner Church receive my advice on fin-
ancial matters, but also the Gossner Mission in Berlin and the L.W.F.
in Geneva are kept fully informed of this advice, and that even these
two bodies should be given my ideas and advice. If this is not the
case then I have misunderstood my whole work here in India,

I leave it entirely up to you whether you send a copy of my

report to Revd. Lakra, personally I have no objections at all, as

rything I have reported as am faithful and honest and sincere
Eﬁ
the

eport.as to what actually took place in the Property Boari meetings.
again confirm that you are quite correct in stating that Dr, Bage
Pramukh Adhyaksh was shown a copy of my reports to you.

I sincerely hope that my reply to the points in Revd. Lakra's
letter will be of asstatance to you in drafting your reply to him.
I would like to point out at this stage that the attitude of Rewvd.
Lakra in the past weeks)as to a point of non-recognition.
He gives the impression ng a very tired and old man, About a
fortnight ago he expressed the desire to talk over a few points with
me over a cup of tea, this I agreed to, but insisted that I invite
him at my expense. During this meeting his whole attitude was one of

friendliness and his views on various points™ ¢ changed., It is with
régret that I must state out of past experience, that I treat this change
with great reserve, and it dees not influence my opinion that

Revd. was ame for the past situation which arose, and that

his main reasons were for personal gain. However, I do not intend to
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turn agide this friendly spirit, but will accept it,as I have stated
before,with great reserve.

Many thanks to you for keeping me so well informed in this matter,
I will be most interested and grateful if you would send me & copy of
your reply to Revd, Lakra's letter.

Sincerely yours,

WGEY ‘*’\ﬂ
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From Padmashri Reve. J. Lakra
@eE.L. Church Compound, Ranchi ' Ranchi, the 26th June,1965

Dear 'Dr. Berg,

Your letter dated 15th June, thanks. You have been wrongly informed
and s0 your interference are all wrong. Whoever reported to you has
‘wronged me and wronged you. He has tried to bring a misunderstanding
and friction between you and me and thus he has tried to injure the
Gossner Church and the Gossner Mission. He has reported to you too
early while the matter has been under discussion and that without
understanding therpointq at issue.

The Gossner Ghurchfapd the Gossner Mission are too big matters to be
disturbed by comparatively petty matters of the Property Board. I am
sorry you are affected and moved by somebody's report without verifi-
cation.

I have led the Gossner Church in the past in thick and thin and the
Gossner Church is standing like a solid rock apart from her economic
conditions, and let no one cause friction between the Gossner Church
and the Gossner Mission which I love from the bottom of my heart
whatever happens in petty matters.

You know I take a strong stand on what I consider to be just and fair
for the good of the Gossner Church, and even at this age, I maintain
by God's grace my spiritual vigour.

I have not interfered with the Property Board affair as you have been
made to bclfqve. I was formally invited by the Property Board to attend
the meetings of the Board, and I attended the meeting where the minutes
of the 11th May were to be confirmed. The minutes were read and I pointed
out the Constitutional position of the proceedings of the meeting of the
11th May. I did not and do not object to Mr. Bhengra's being a Manager
but did object to Mr. Bhengra's being the Secretary of the Boards Mr.Lakra
was Secretary and the Secretary's post is constitutionally the highest

in the Property Board. Now to remove Mr. Lakra from Secretaryship without
framing a charge against him was wrong. Mr. Lakra did not even resign.

In his absence he is treated in this way which is contrary to all common
sense.

Moreover, the equilibrium and the harmony of the Property Board was dis-
turbed and went against the constitution (see Art. XVII 3 (b)). When the
Board was constituated it was carefully considered and a Munda was made
President of the Board, and Uraon was the Secretary and the treasurer

a Munda, and all were satisfied. By making Mr. Bhengra the Secretary,
the equilibrium was disturbed for now a Munda is President, a Munda is
Secretary and a Munda is Treasurer, which the said Constitution does not
allowe.

beWe




You were ignorant of the situation in the Autonomous Church, other-
wise you would not go .against the Constitution. This I pointed out
as a member of the meeting. It was my duty to point it out. Would
you call it an interference ? In that case, all discussions would
be interference and we shall have a Dictatorship in the Autonomous
Church. The man who reported to you is equally ignorant, it looks,
and in order to prejudice your mind against me] make$ a distorted
report to you,and to my utter surprise you became an easy preys
Two days before'I'recéived your letter, the last meeting of the Board
was held where I was not invited d4nd so I did not attend this meeting
Ezand I was told that the matter has been finished according to my ad=-
vice. Mr. Bhengra becomes a Co-Manager, Mr. Lakra resigned his
" Secretaryship and another Uraon is made Secretary. Mr. Heérman Lakra
becomes the Agriculture Madager only. Thus, the wish of the Autonomou.
Kuratorium is fulfilled and also the Constitution of the Autonomous
Church is kept and your reporter turns out to be a liar.

I regret you listen to wrong things and you are misled to say un-
zlnecessary and painful things. I can only say that the 'reporter must be a
designing fellow and he wants to bring frictions and misunderstanding
between you and me and he has so well succeeded in his designe I respect-
fully request you to send me a copy of his report. In fact, according to
the established'convention, the Kuratorium cannot 'take up any report
from a co-worker on the field, officially, for such co-worker may report
his own view point only which in the past has been found "faultye. Kindly
treat this report as such, but please send me a copy of the same.

May 'God keep us from the falsehood of this world and preserve the

peace of our mind.

Kindest regards,
~ Yours very dincerely, -

J. Lakra




23 June 1966

President Emeritus of the G.E.L. Chureh
Rev. J. Lakra
CuBeLs Chureh Compound

m.Lm

Re: Pension in the GEL Church ~ your application to the KSS of 9th May 1966
Dear Brother Lakra,

Kind regards from the Gossnerhouse first. I sav your daughter Mini again
at the celebration for J. Lakra's passed Diplowa~examination last week.
I am glad that she is well and alweys happily mastering her studies and
examinations.

Let me say something to yowr application to the KS8 resp. its chairman
Rov. Bage.

Pirstly,
1) I like to tellyou to vhich I do mot agree.

a) The Pension Fund is under ne circumstances a creation of the Kuratorium,
and the Cossner Mission is not responsible for it. This would be un~
worthy of an autonomous church. The Cossner Church itself has to take
cere for its servaants who have vorked for the chureh for so mauy years.
The Kuratorius only promised finamcial support when all
vere cleared and the fund got started. It is the same in all fields
of the Gossner Church, dear Lrother Lakra, that it has to
bility. Only when the Chureh is still too weak to take care of its tasks
iteelf, it will ask for help either from the Gossner Mission or LWF.
That is & basle mistake in your considerations. In my opinion, your
second point on page two of your application of protest is not right,

|

b) I was not happy to learn that




L/
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2. But, I can understand you,who will receive a pension. At present and
under the situation in Indie now, it will be very difficult for you
' %o manage with 25§ of your present salary. I understand that you
will come iato persomal difficulties because of the enonomic situation
snd the probably inereasing prices in your country. I do hope that the
K88 will, for this reason, re-consider the regulations. Oan the other
» dear Brother Lakra, has the start to be made somevhere and the
run efficiently if it is to meet its reguiraments dwring
the years to come.

I think that it would be quite justified if a small amount of the money

received from ld-lh:-ﬂn Hain-Road-Site of the Hanchi Compound were to
Pens Fund. It would, therefore, perhaps be possible

that 308, 35% or b0 ¥ were to be paid from the beginning without injuring

the dasie pl.&z::.tm the degisiwve capacity of the fund be formed

out of econtribut made by the servants of the chureh during the time

1
£
g
g

5
s
;
%

. These are my remarks, dear Brother Lakra. We are not responsible for the
regulations. We consider it am honowr to make contribdutions,and we shall
fulfrill owr duty during the years to come. The decision is to be made by

of your Church.

E’
:
e
;
E

With Cheristian Greetings
I am Yours Siacerely,

o8/ usairmss i oo abb,

President Dr. Bage
ce/ Decretary of KS8

ce/ P, Seeberg fiir Indien-Reise mit Vorgéngen
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I seriously hope that you will not do such harm to yourself and to the

Gosasner Churche

Vory anxious to ve a helpful reply,
yours,




: Lakra
Ranchi/Bihar

Lieber Bruder Lakra!

Ich habe einige Zeit der Uberlegung gebraucht, bevor ich

Ihnen heute diesen persodnlichen Brief schreibe. Er wird

mir nicht leicht. Aber nach Jahren vielfédltiger Zusammen-

arbeit, besonders widhrend Sie das leitende Amt in unserer
. lieben GoBnerkirche innehatten, filhle ich mich zu der Offen-

heit gedréngt, Sie direkt und persdnlich anzusprechen.

Dabei halte ich mir vor Augen, daB es offenbar jetzt das

erste Mal ist, daB wir einen wichtigen, ja entscheidenden
Punkt in der policy der GEL Church kontrétr beurteilen.

Es besteht die groBle Gefahr, daB das sehr schwerwiegende

Konsequenzen hat. Ich habe dariiber dem Priésidenten einen

ernsten Brief schreiben miissen, von dem ich annehme oder

sogar haffe, daB er seien Inhalt mit Ihnen erdrtert hat.

Nicht einmal in der Frage des "Lutheran College" hat es einen
solche scharfe Differenz gegeben. Ich habe wohl gezdgert,

. Ihren Lieblings-Gedanken seitens der GoBner Mission aufzu-
nehmen, aber nicht dagegen gesprochen. Ich habe Ihnen in
Ranchi nur die Initiative und Vorlage der Plidne iiberlassen
und abgewartet, ob ein einmiitiger Vorschlag beziiglich die-
ses Vorhabens durch proper channels nach Genf oder Berlin
gelange. Wir warten noch heute darauf, seit Sie im Juli
1962 im Kuratorium diese dringende Bitte aussprachen.

Anders ist das jetzt bei der Sachlichen und personellen
| Reorganisation des Property Boards.

I.

Angesichts der Ergebnisse der Sitzungen vom 12. April und

20.-24. Mai in dieser Frage mochte ich wissen: Was ist Ihr




- T

positives Ziel, das der GEL Church entscheidend voranhilft?

a) Sie haben offenbar als Sprecher besondere Initiative
in der Richtung ergriffen, daB die Entscheidungen von
Mitte M&arz auBer Kraft gesetzt wurden und der status guo

wieder eingetreten ist.

b) Sie haben die alten Spannungen der Stimme beschworen
und Konflikte vorausgesagt, wenn der jetzige Manager
durch einen 2., gleicherweise bevollméchtigten Bruder

ergénzt wirde. Wieso ist es eine Stérung der Stammes-
Balance, wenn zu H. Lakra (Ura®) Mr. Bhengra (Munda)
tréte? Was soll iiberhaupt dies Prinzip der Beurteilung?
Es geht doch um die Frage, ob die jetzige Leitung der
Geschéffe geniigt, ob nicht hochstnotwendig eine Ver-
stdarkung der Aktivitédt des Boards geschehen muB, wenn
nicht weiterhin_Ygrséumnisse und vollig ungeniigende
Handhabung der Ge& #2#%e zum Schaden der GEL Church ge-
schehen sollten.

c) Halten Sie den tiichtigen Landwirt H. Lakra fir féhig,
ein Millionen-Vermbgen /":ﬁﬂ‘ léndlicher und stédtischev
Liegenschaften der Kirche so ertragreich zu verwaltmm,
daB das modernen Notwendigkeiten und der Lage der GoBner-
kirche im heutigen Indien geniigt?

Da ich mein Urteil H. Lakra persdnlich sehr freimitig
gesagt habe, daB er total iiberfordert sei, wiederhole
ich es Ihnen gegeniiber: Ich nicht! Und es erstaunt mich,
daB Sie als Padma Shri und Berater der Zentralregierung
in Erziehungsproblemen hier ein m.E. getriibtes Urteil
hahen. 2

a) Odeqwollen Sie - aus was fiir Griinden - persdnlich EinfluB
e
das am besten bei der jetzigen personellen Besetzung zu
kOnnen?

Sie sind pastor emeritus, leiten das Board fiir Erziehungs-
fragen und den central meeting place; verdienen Ruhe und
haben noch eine PFiille von Verantwortung und Wirkungsmog-
lichkeiten. Ich verstehe also Ihr Engagement in dieser
Sache und Ihre folgenschwere Interventian nicht.

Was wollen Sie positiv? - das ist meine erste Frage.
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II.

Meine zweite Frage ist: Haben Sie die Konsegquenzen dessen,
was Sie taten, bedacht? Dabei denke ich daran, daB Sie ent-
scheidend an der Antwort des KSS auf das Memorandum des Kura-
toriums mitgearbeitet und vor allem auch die Aufgaben der
GoBnerkirche in den néchsten lo Jahren mitformuliert haben.
Wie soll das alles in Gang kommen /’énn 8ie einen entschei-
denden Motor, das zu reorganisierende Property Board, dros-
seln und da alles beim alten belassen. iﬁh@ Fléne werden
unter diesen Umstdnden Papier und schéne Worte bleiben.

Aber ich will das noch etwas im einzelnen aussprechen.
l. Die eigene finanzielle Kraft der GoBnerkirche, die pten-

tiell da ist, wird nicht entwickelt werden. Die z.T. verwahr-

losten Compounds werden weiter ein Bild der Heruntergekommen-
heit bieten. Enteignungen durch &ffentliche Stellen werden ge-
schehen, wichtige Aufgaben nicht angefaBt werden kdnnen.

Es wird alles noch bgser werden.

K,(mp 2 Ao K de [k il "Usz—/

2. Der rinanzberat;?XW1r&'m1t Jahresende seinen Dien

Ranchiquittieren; Sie werden keinen neuen bekommen: Weder
von der GoBner Mission, noch wahrscheinlich vom Lutherischen
Weltbund. Es wiirde in Berlin und Genf als sinnlos angesehen
werden, eine derartige qualifizierte Kraft zu entsenden und
zu besolden, wenn das Gegenteil seiner Empfehlungen getan
wird.

3. Die 1 1/2 bis 2 lakhs des Zehnjahresplans pro anno werden
nicht mehr nach Ranchi kommen. Wie soll das Kuratorium sich
der Miihe unterziehen, jéhrlich diese Summe fiir einen Kirche

zu mobilisieren, die es unterlidBt, den gemiesenen Weg der
Stérkung ihrer eigenen finanziellen Hilfsquellen zu betreten?
Das Memorandum hat davor direkt als einer die junge Kirche
korrumpierenden, sie von der Verantwortung entbindenden Gefahr
gewarnt.

4, Das gangze Veq&él}pis GoBnerkirche/GoBner Mission wird in den
nédchsten lo entscheidenden Jahren auch in anderen Punkten der
Zusammenarbeit tiefgreifend davon beeinfluBt werden, wenn an
einem so wichtigen Punkt das Fdalligeund Notwndige nicht ge-
schieht, weil untergeordnete perstnliche Gesichtspunkte den
Vorrang erhalten haben.
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Ich mochte Thnen dies so klar sagen, lieber Bruder Lakra,

damit Sie erkennen, was Sie getan haben und welche Folgen

Sie heraufbeschwgren. Die Zukunft der GEL Church, deren Wohl

Sie Ihre Lebensarbeit gewidmet haben, steht an einem ent-
scheidenden Punkt auf dem Spa;l. S50ll das das Ende Ihres |
Lebenswerks sein, dag die Geschichte einmalﬁesﬁstellen wird:

In einem wichtigen #umksAugenblick hat Rev. Joe?Lakra die
Weichen unheilvoll gestellt?

Ich hoffe ernstlich, Sie werden nicht fiir die GoBnerkirche

und sich selbst diesen Schaden herbeifiihren.

. In tiefer Sorge griiBe Sie mit diesem Brief
Ihr
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BY AIR MAIL




drbg/br
Berlin~Friedenau, 23 April 1965

o i

Padama Shri

Rev. J. Lakra
G.E.Le Church Compound

Ranchi / Bihar
BIHAR

Dear Brother Lakra,

Our letters have crossed, but I like to send you a reply to your
letter of 17 April immediately, after having sent another one yester-

d"o

Te

2e

S

We are very glad here in the Gossnerhouse that your daughter Mini
likes her practical work in the Elisabeth-Diakonissen-House. Her
efficiency and diligence has been appreciated there. We spoke to the
Matron of the hospital some days ago, and she told us these news.
Mini will surely be tired when she returns home from her work so that
it is quite understandable that she does not write more frequently.

It must be quite a rumour, dear Brother Lakra, that I have the
possibility of giving you a loan for your house. I have never

said anything in this respect and could not even think of offering
you a loan. I know how difficult it was for Brother Lokies to make
available the first amount of money with the help and kindness of
Professor Strensen. We cannot possibly give you anymore help for your
new house from here. Obviously, I have to defend myself of getting to
known as a man who has unlimited resources. The reason for this is
that many requests are fulfilled and much help is given.

Good, that you have the possibility of getting a loan from the Government!
I was very much interested to read your lines about the Ranchi
Improvement Trust and the request of the Property Board. I have,
indeed, heard something about a note in the Press during my stay

in Ranchi, For this reason, the finance adviser has visited Mr. Aurora
Menbteg at once and has personally answered the mentioned letter by
3ou to the Pramukh Adhyaksh. The meeting of Mr. Aurora and Mr,

Montag must have, obviously, been quite satisfactory. Mr. Aurora

has informed Mr. Montag that the GELC can develop its own pluns
regarding the land on the Main Road. He, however, pointed out that
this will have to be done during the next one or two years, otherwise
the Improvement Trust would have to take initiative itself. Mr. Montag
has taken the necessary consequences and has stressed im all meetings
that the new arrangement of the Ranchi Compound is, indeed, very
urgent. For this reason, a Sub-Committee for the Ranchi Compound has
been found. I attended its first meeting. Therefore, I cannot quite
understand the request of the Property Board put to you. Maybe, this
is an act of politness to answer the letter of Mr. Aurora by writtenm
matter nows In my opinion, things are quite clear. It is duty of the
GELC to take initiative and activity concerning the Ranchi Compound.

-2-
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Therefore, I have been very glad to learn from the minutes of the
meeting of the K88 that the Property Board will get another co-worker
and Mr. Benghra will start working as Secretary from 1st of May 1965.
The Property Board has passed this resolution some time ago,and I am
glad that the KS8 has agreed to it. It is very necessary, dear Brother
Lakra, for the Property Board has been working insufficiently with its
presant staff, How can a property of some Million Rs. be preperly
administered and managed - especially during this difficult period -
if it lacks the necessary staff ? No profit can then be expected.

Mr. Hermann Lakra is an excellent agriculturalist and rural expert,
but not at all the kind of manager who is needed by the GEL Church
today and in the years to comes Only if things change at this point,

I am quite hopeful that the Gossner Church will fulfil and overcome
the problems which it is facing now.

I do hope that you have had some good days and consultations in New
Delhi and can use your impressions and experiences at the negotiations
regarding the educational work of the Gossner Church,

Withbrothe#ly greetings,




5 Berlin 41, 22nd April 1965
drbg/br

Rev, J. lLakra

Pramukh Adhyaksh Emeritus

G.E.L. Church Compound

= Chdrman of the Board of Education =

Ranchi / Bihar
iNDIA

Dear Brother Lakra,

. Remembering the busy weeks I spent in Chota Nagpur this year, I have
often felt sorry that we did not have time to talk with each other
in more detail. But besides my tight schedule, you had also to go to
Nagpur and New Delhi so that time was, indeed, short.

May I, therefore, raise two points in my letter today ? In many con=-
versations, the guestion of christian teaching of religion in the
schools of the Gossner Church was again and again raised. There were
complaints regarding the irregular teaching which would not give the
children the solid and lively knowledge of the Bibel and the Hymn Book
anymore. There are the following questions to the Chairman of the
Board of Education:

1) Is it the custom in the Gossner Church to hold christian teaching

for one hour before the actual teaching about 10 a.m. is starting ?
This is meant for the children belonging to the GEL Churche In my
opinion, this could be carried through. Or is it up to the Director
or Headmaster of a school of whether time will be provided for it
or not ? Or do long distances to the school prevent the children

. from having christian teaching for about 45 minutes with a short
break before the actual teaching is starting ? Or another questicn:
Do the families have breakfast so late that it will not be possible
for the children to arrive at the school at 9.am. ?

Perhaps you have talked about this matter with teachers and head
masters of the schools at your meeting in the Central Meeting Place

in Khuntitoli last year so that you will be able to answer my questions
without any great difficulties ? Or: Is there a shortage of teachers
who would give christian teaching in the different classes ?

b) Another guestion in this connection: Does a clear plan exist for the
teaching of religion in the different classes according to which the
teachers can und must orient themselves ? This plan could, certainly,
only put up by the Gossner Church. But, has this been done ? Does the
teachers obtain means of help for the lessions ? Is it clear which
hymns in the Sakshibani will have to be learnt between the first and
eight scholastic year ?




-2-

Please excuse me for putting these questions to you in my

letter instead of having talked to you about them during

my stay in India. But I like to obtain some good information

on these points which have and will always come up in discussions.

1f there are essential needs in the meniioned points, it would be
quite good to found a Sub-Committee by your Board which could
examine the situation and give helpful advice. Don't you think so ?

I hope that you are well and that you can move to your house soon -
and remembering the pleasant hours wo/apont together -
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drbg/br
Berlin-Friedenau, 14 Jan 1965

Reve. J. Lakra
G+E.L. Church

Ranchi Bihar
NDIA

Dear Brother Lakra,

Thank you very much for your kind letter and your Christmas Greetings
which I received just before Christmas. From your letter I learned
how busey you still are with attending and conducting many meetings
of the various Boards of the Gossner Church,

I am very much looking forward to seeing you again and discussing

with you many important matters during my stay in Chota Nagpur from

1st of February te 20th of March 1965. I hope that you are still well
and healthy. Please, do not send any construction plans and resolutions
to Berlin anymore at the moment,since it will be-surely be better to
discuss them in India.

I am glad that you are missing Thiels and Junghans's who are working
on other tasks already. I assume that they themselves will not forget
their years of hard peioneering work in India so easily, too,

I was pleased to read that you baptized another seven new converted
families in a village near Ranchi. It is the top task of a christian

to bring near—<the Gospel to other people,and if people like to be become
christians in full freedom and without force, we have to thank our Lord
all the more.

It was not good, dear Brother Lakra, that you have acted against the
10th commandment ! You wanted to snatch Brother Weissinger away from
us ! He told me that during a joyful conversation you had at once been
willing to ordain him as pastor for the Gossner Church | Well, I have
to do some serious talk with the honourable Ex-President of the Gossner
Church ! To invite me as assistent for this task - that is just toe
much |

1 hope that I shall have have some good weeks in Chota Nagpur; there

will certainly be quite a lot of serious talks, but I hope that there
will also be much joy and pleasure. I am also anxious to get to know

you'new Central-Meeting-Place.

Mini ie well; I am seeing here sometimes. I hope that your other children
are also well,

With brotherly greetings,
I am yours,
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drbg/br
Berlin-Friedenau, 21 September 1964

Padma Shri
Rev. Joel Lakra
Religious and Social Development Centre

Khuntitoli P.0, Simde
Dt. Ranchi / r ndia

Dear Brother Lalkra,

Thank you very much for your important letter of 10th September 1964

in which you enclosed your short autobiography. Most interesting pages,
as {far as I went through them ! After they have been trauslated into
German, I shall read your autobiography more carefully, and we shall then
consider how and where we best publish it. But I should like to thark
you already today for your account of life and work which was guided

by our Lord,.

May I also acknowledge receipt of your letter of 4th August 1964 in re=~
ply to my letter of 14th July. I hope that brother Weissinger, who will
come to Berlin tomorrow, will tell us that Sinha Tarkeshwar has savely
arrived in Mainz~Kastel and will start studying soon.

A young American pastor and his wife will move into the flat where Mini lives,

at the end of October so that Mini will have good companionship. This will
surely help her to get over the not easy time of the last months, so that
she will continue with her studies this winter successfully.

We have talked about the other matters with Brother Bage during his

stay in the Gossnerhouse. I was especially grateful to hear from Brother
Junghans that you have accompanied him during his troublesome journey

and discussions and have helped as much as possible to solve the problems.
We do hope to receive the Import Licence for the cattle as well as the
visa for Bruns and Marianne Koch soon, for time is getting short. These
problems trouble us most at the moment and also cost us extra money.

I was very glad to receive some news from you. I hope to come to Chota
Nagpur next February again and see you there, also.

With regards,
I am ypurs,
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drbg/br
Berlin-Friedenau, 27 July 1964

Padma Shri
Reve. Joel Lakra ;
Religious and Scdal Dévelopment Centre

Re: Plan ﬁg a &nthnuin College at Ranchi

' i .' 't.ﬂ\.. ey

Dear Brother Lakra,

Thank you very much for your letter of 18th July om this matter which
I should like to answer today. From the minutes of the K335, which we
receive here in the Gossnerhouse, I already learned that the brothers
are expecting from you, as the chairman of the sub-committee, a report.
May I state once more in this connection as to how things have gome so
far.

Te At its meeting on 9th July 1962 the Kuratorium attentively noted
your urgent request for help in building up a college at Ranchis.
The Kuratorium did not deny its support. But it made it clear that

a) the Gossner Mission could not give financial support in this matter;
special funds would have to be found for it in Germany.

b) before submitting an application, the Gossner Church would have to
pass a resolution,concerning the building of the colleges

¢) this resolution could only be carried out after proper and clear
plans had been put up, that is, stating the amount needed for

building the place as well as the running costs after the college
has started to worke.

Therefore, dear Brother Lakra, it is not up to the Kuratorium to glve
a general financial promise for help in this matter. It is rather up
to the Gossner Church and your committee to put up exact plans as to
the amount needed for building the place and the running costs, if you
find it absolutely important to establish the college.

Your report to the KSS would have to include these facts and figures
worked out by the sub-committee,

I do not want to conceal that there are great doubts as to whether the
Gossner Church will be able to carry the project, because it will Proe
bably not have the appropriate teachers as well as the necessary money
for running the place in the future. There is also doubt whether this

college will really be independent emough to state its clear ev.luth.

character, because the management of the University of Ranchi,to which
all colleges in Bihar have to be affiliated, has great influence , ex-
tenting to persounel emgagement. For this reasom, I always doubted in

talks on the matter of building a college whether, under these circume
standes, it is possible and useful to build up such a collegee




However these questions might be handled, I have to answer yous
Exact plans, regarding the costs, personnel engagement etc,, have
to be worked out at Ranchi, Only after that, we here in Ge

can try to find out whether the necessary money can be found for
these detailed plans. The Gossner Mission itself cannot bear tho
necessary moneyj other places would have to be found,

I do hope that I now made it clear to you as the chairman of the
sub-comnittee, how we see this matter from Berlin.

Withbrotherly gree and

kind regards,
I am EN
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Director e T “muntitoli The 18th July, .. . . 1964
Padma Shri Rev. Joel Lakra, r : % Simdega P. O., Dt. Ranchi,
Mo Ay B Do 8, To M., 9 jUL '%bk 4 i

Bihar ( Ind

- )
| Hil - |
AN e 7
Deap Brothem Berg, D - ¥
' The K.S.S. agks me to submit a wepowt on th vags

made with -egawd to the secular College in the G.E.L,Chuwch at manchi,.-
I am the Chaipmen of the (bllege Committee, as such I must submit the we-
port to the K.S5.S5. at the next full meeting of the K,S.S.

As you know the maja Bungalow Compound has been selected for the
®llege site. I consulted Dm. and lins. Wolf ag suggested by you on the
subject, and they submitted Thelw Inability to help in the matten ag thpy
had never dealt with Gbllege or Obllege building. Next I consulted Dw.
@yani the Pwincipal of the Gove~mment Cpllege minchi. He expressed his
ready willingness to help us in every way. The fi-st site of the propo sed
G llege was the la-ge open space between the two ga~dens but sub
the ;n&ja Bungalow Compound hig been finally selected. Thus the delay wag
caused.

Now in consultation with Dy. Junghansg an in?&%tamt member of the Com-
mittee, before bringing up the matter in the College Conmittee I would
like to enquiwe as followss-

1., How soon the Kurato-ium will be ready to help us in the Project
of stawting the College.

2. Will there be any condition on the part of the Kuratorium in offe-
ring the help envesaged.

- The K.S.S. 1s very anxious to start the (wllege in the neamest
future possible. At present there is dearth of Chwistian Staff fowthe
College but I am thinking of selecting few wowthy Candidates fow pre-
paring them as teachews in the xllege. If I know definitely from you
on the above points I shall be able to repowt to the K.S.S. acco-dingly.
The apthorities of the Goverrment Gpllege are weady to help us in the
preparation of the plan and the estimate of the proposed (bllege.

With very kind wegawds.

Yours very sincewely,

Fllfm




drbg/br
Berlin~Friedenau, 14 July 1964

Rev. J. Lakra

Khuntitoli P.0. Simde
Dte Ranchi 7 Bihar

India

Dear Brother Lakra,

Thank you very much for your letter of 15th June, reminding us of the
matter of Tarkeshwar Sinha,

Shortly before, I have spoken with brother Weissinger about this matter
and asked him to write to Mr. Sinha in Ranchi directly, regarding a
further inquiry. Thereby, the father of Tarkeshwar doubtlessly knows

that we take the invitation of his son seriouly and that we are prepared
for his coming to Germany. Everything has been done which is possidle and
necessary.

We have been very sorry to hear of the hurricane which has destiroyed

the new building of the middle school on 18th June., Dr. Junghans ink

formed us about it. Obviously, your plans of your work have also been
iavolved. On 12 July, I have authorized Dr. Junghans to build up the

house once more, so that there will be no hindrance for your tasks inm
the Religious and Social Development Centre.

We have had some trouble with your daughter Mini in the last few weeks.

The Kuratorium had to resolve to send Mr. stud. phil. Kujur to Mainz

in order to continue with his studies there. The friendship of Mini to

Mr. Kujur has become too close. It would be advisable if you sent a

word to Mini telling her to devote her time to studies only. We do

hope that she-will finish with her preparing course in the coming days

and that she will be able to start with her medical studies in autumn,

She has received a very kind invitation from P. Frerichsin Aurich-Oldendorf
/ Ostfriesland (aunt Mia) and from P. Borutta to spend her holidays there.

May God bless your work, especially when the All-Asia-Lutheran Conference
will be held in October in Ranchi,

We regret that Rev. Tiga has not replied to our invitation to come to
Germany this sammer and visit the Gossner congregations here. This
invitation has been given to him in March already. _

Ever in Lord
Youks,
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