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Tt has often been asked whether the Folk Church should not free itself from the
State, so that it might have its own administrative and executive bodies and thus
be organized more like a free church. In many ways this would certainly give the
Church clearer lines of demarcation, a greater feeling of responsibility and per-
haps also more spiritual stre:gth. On the other hand there are definite reasons
why this has not been done., Among them is the thought that its traditional close
relaitor with the demncratic state gives the Church possibilities for contacts
which would discppear under another system. Even if there are many good reasons
against continuing the Folk Church system as it has existed until now, it is lile-
1y that this consideration will diso in future weigh heavily against any change in
this respect.

Johs, Langhoff

The Church in Greenland

A few basic statistics, According to a rcport of 1950 the Lutheran Church in
Greenland hos a membership of 22,557. There are 17 parochial districts with a total
of 184 villages or settlements and 116 churches, chapels and church halls. These
are served by 20 pastors of whom 14 are Greenlanders and six Danes. They arec as-
sisted by 208 lay catechists with various degrees of training, Baptism is almost
universal practice: 1,121 of the 1,187 children born in 1950 were baptized. Com~
munion fipures are high by comparison with many other parts of the world: they were
19,421 or 116% of those of an age to receive the sacrament, i.e. the average is

higher than one annual communion per adult Christian.

= gongrefational life is in many places closely relzted to the laymen's movements

ipeqatigingniat" (sometimes translated “congregational movements'or “community
movements") which began soon after the turn of the century. There is a cortain
flux in thesc movements, their membership decreasing sharply in some places, while
they grow elsewhere. In many cases they work in close cooperation with pastors and
catechists, especially for Bible-classes. Youth groups, many of which have con-
siderable cultural programs, arec somctimes organized by these movements, at other
times outside them. Beside the Bible-classes organized by "peqatigingniat" which
are frequently combined with discussion groups, the clergy and catechists in many
places hold Bible-classes that are open to everyonc.

Peports from many places complain of an increase in drunkenness. The 1650 statis~-
tics also show that some 20% of the children are born out of wedlock.

Publications: A bi-monthly church-papoer for the whole of Greenland, "ilagingnut
atuagagssiq" is published and distributed by the "Committee for Church Life in
Greenland", The growing success of this publication is rendering unnecessary the
multigraphed local parish-papers, that formerly were the rule. A collection of
sermons published in 1850 has come to supplement & number of similar books of
earlier date th.t are still in use. The church's liturgy exists in a bi-lingual
Greenlandic-Danish edition. Of the Greenlandic Bible the New Testament was last
revised in 1935. Both the hymn=book and a recent appendix have constantly to be
reprinted since sales are high. A completely revised hymnal is at presecnt being
prepared.

(from "Zrac steforeningens Blad")
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The End of the Church,Struggle

On Wednesday after Whitsun, Prime Minigter Grotewohl of the German Democratic Pe-
public called a meeting of "progressive" clergymen, which was attended by ten pas-
tors. On that occasion he said that a further meeting of pastors was being plan-
ned in Leipzig on June 15th and thet some 3,000 were expected to attend. At the
same time an "advisory committee on church affairs should be formed, composed

of churchmen and representatives of the State. All points at issue between Church
and State should be taken care of by this advisory committee.

- On June 8th the conference of Evangelical Churches in the DDR voted the foilowing
statement, which was transmitted to Prime Minister Grotewohl by Provost Gruebers:

The press office of the Prime Minister having released the news that the Prime
Minister was planhing to enter into negotiations with a group of Evangelical pas-
tors, we declare!

1. In order to overcome the grave conflict existing at present between Church and
State, we propose direct negotiations between the Government of the DR and the
Church authorities, We shall welcome every measure that may lessen or overcome the
present tension. We draw the Government's attention to the fact that only the le-
gally appointed Church authorities are qualified to negotiate agreements that are
binding on the Church. The Church authorities arc at all times ready to negotiate.

2. We propose thet both Church and State apooint representatives to discuss. the
accusations raised against the Church and the measures taken by the State. The
Church would bring up the following points:

a) Imprisonment of and sentences against pastors and church workers

b) Confiscation of church institutions by the State

¢) Measures against members of the Church's youth and the student congregations
.d) Obstacles put in the way of the Church's activitios.

3. We believe direct negotiations between represcntatives of the DIR Government
and of tie Church to be possible only if the invitation is issued by the Church-:
authorities and if the meeting is chaired by representatives of the Church, We
further believe that a meeting of this sort can be useful only if it is attended
by a limited number of people so that thorough discussion is possible, If these
conditionc are not met we cannot recommend our pastors and other servants of the
Church to take part in a discussion of this kind.

Two days later a meeting took place between representatives of the Church and of
the DDR Cabinet upon request of Prime Minister Grotewohl. The Church was repre-
sented by the Bishops Otto Dibelius (Berlin), Niklot Beste (Mecklenburg), Hugo
Hahn (Saxony), Yoritz Mitzenheim (Thuringia), Ludolf Mueller (Prussian Frovizae
of Saxony), von Scheven (Pomerania), the Church Counc¢illors Schroeder (Dessau)
and Fraenkel (Coerlitz), General Superintendent Krummacher (Berlin) and Provost
Grueber, liaison representative of the Council of E“iD with the DDR Government.
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The representatives of the Government were Premier Grotewohl, Vice-Yremier Nusch-
ke, Dr. Wandel, head of the Coordinating and Control Office for Education, Science
and Art, the Minister for State Security, Zaisser, and Mr, Groetschel, who re-
presented the Ministry of the Interior. The press office of the Prime Minister
released the following statement on the results of the discussion:

The subject of the discussions was the relation between Church and State in the
DDR. The negotiations were carried on in a spirit of mutual comprehension and re-~
sulted in far-reaching agreement. Relations between the Church and the State are

to be normalized. All »articipants agrecd that the unity of our fatherland and 2
peace treaty must be the foremost aim of all Germans. This means that all con-
flicts that stand in the way of these aims must be settled. The State therefore de-
clared its willingness to guarantee the independent life of the Church in accordance
with the DDE Constitution. The representatives of the Church in their turn de-
clared that they would refrain from 21l unconstitutional interference in economic
and political questions. On the basis of this agreement the following measures
will be teken: )

The Nine Points

1. No further measures are to be taken against the so=-called "Church's Youth"
(Junge Gemeinde) and other institutions of the Church. The Frime Minister's of-
fice for youth shall together with thc "Church's Youth" and the Free German Youth
settle all points of disagrecement relating to the "Church's Youth".

2, All pupils dismissed from schools in connection with the examination of se-
condary school pupils and the discussion of the activities of the "Church's Youth"
‘shall immediately be re-admitted into their classes. They shall be given an op-
portunity to take the examinations they have missed. The Ministry for Popular
Education shall without delay examine and decide the cases of teachers dismiasecd
for the same reasons.

3. The Secretary of State for Higher Education shall immed’ately examine and be-

fore July 20th, 1963, decide the case of all students dismissed from universities

on account of their membership in the Evangelical Student Congregation or other
student congregations. .

4. The ¥inister for Fopular Education shall without delay work out rules for re=-
ligious instruction in schools. The restrictions applied to religious instruction
in school buildings since January 1st, 1¢53 shall be re-examined and abolished.

5. Confiscated church institutions shall be returned to their original administra-
ters. This applies to the Pfeiffer Institutions in Magdeburg, the Neinstedt In-
stitutions in Neinstedt and the 01d Pecople's Home in Seyda, near Jessen/Elster.
Mansfeld Castle shall:continue to be zdministered by the Mansfeld "Kombinat" as

a cultural center and rest home for tlie miners of the "XKombinat".

6. The Ministry of the Interior shall make a ruling concerning the distributions
and use of places in the church's holiday centers on the Baltic coast.

7. The sentences of the law-courts shall be reviewed and unjustly severe sentences
shall be eliminated.
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8., The law of March 2Sth, 1951, which orders meetings to be registered in advance
with the police shall be reviewed and those of its provisions which cause unneces-
sary hardship shell be changed.

9. The financial contributions of the State shall be paid to the Church according
to regulations.

HUNGARY

An Exchange of Letters Between Budapest and Geneva

The Lutheran World Federation

c/o Executive Secretary Carl E. Lund-Quist, D.D.
Route de Malagnou, 17

Geneva

Brethren in Jesus Christ,

This appeal is made to you from the fourth session of the Hungarian Lutheran legis-
lative synod that we convened in 1848, It was between the last and the present
session of the synod that the member churches of The Lutheran World Tederation held
‘their world Assembly in Hannover. In our synod we thanked God for the opportunity
we had on that occasion of sending a delegation of six members, under the leader-
ship of our bishops, to the world Assembly, thereby expressing our brotherly in-
terest and solidarity with the Lutheran churches of the world. The deliberations

of The Lutheran World Federation im Hannover were watched by our church with great
interest. :

We gladly identify ourselves with all those declarations which reflected the spirit
of the Holy Scriptures, this supreme standard for all of us and of our beloved con-
fession, the Confessio Augustana. Yet we were also witnesses to a trend going
through the entire world Assembly, - an effort of influencing the entire activity
and spirit of the World Federation by pressing forward an ideology that is entire-
ly alien to the tasks of the Church and, instead of lessening the present inter-—
national tension, is rather apt to further the preparations for a third world war.

Tn Hannover we took an unequivocal stand with regard to all issues that seriously
concern the life of mankind, Above all, we took a resolute stand on behalf of the
entire Lutheran Church of Hungary, in favor of durable peace. We believe that many
participants of the Hannover Assembly had the same ex:eriences of horror at the
Second World War as we had and share our conviction that humanity cannot afford to
assent to, and the churches, in particular, can never acquiesce in the infamous
design of those who would let loose another war of destruction upon menkind, -
people who refuse to recognise the real will end will to peace of the peoples. We
are certain that Lutheran believers and Lutheran churches throughout the world are
struggling, motivated by Christian resporsibility, for the maintenance of world peace.

After the world Assembly of our Tederation the leaders of our church invited Dr.
Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hannover, the Fresident of The Lutheran World Federation,

to Hungary. This decision was made in the hope that his visit to Hungary would
further strengthen and make natural the relation of The Lutheran World Federation

to our church and would promote understanding between the East and the West. We are
grateful that Bishop Lilje accepted this invitation and we expect that he will carry
out his promise.
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Qur gymod regards it as its duty to bear witness again, in these critical days of
history, for the Lutheran believers of the world, to its .Christian faith. This .

‘synod, too, has been another token of the richly blessed life of our church, a

sign that 1nspires gratitude in us towards God. This synod ericouraged us to face
our future with the assurance of a peaceful ecclesiastical development. e confess
that God has given a strong faith to our congregations that the church will be en-
abled to fulfil her mission, in this generation also, throughout the world, This
hope inspires the consciousness of responsibility which we hove for our churches,
peoples and for humanity., It is this sense of responsibility t.at makes us eagerly
watch the cooperation of the Christisn churches, not only in The Lutheran World
Federation but in the World Council of Churches also. We realize th:t the Lucknow
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches passed several
resolutions which are fit to voice, in the right manner, the responsibility of the
world's Christian churches and furnish.a basis for future discussions which must be
continued and supported with all moral power of our churches. ¥e refer, in the
first place,to the Lucknow resolution thzt condemned racial discrimination, the
decisions with regerd to the issues in the present situetion of Asia and, above
all, to the message which the chairman of the Lucknow meeting sent, by the de-
cision of the Central Committee, to the United Nations Organization. This message, ¥
as a responsible manifestation of the churches, protests against any extension of ‘
the Korean conflict and, to our satisfaction, welcomes "the willingness of the
highest authorities of certain great powers to hold personal discussions", trusting
"that the essential preliminary conditions of successful consultation may be satis-
fied". One of the most important prob .ems of these discussions would be, to our
mind, the German questlon.

In the spirit of our historical tradtions, it was with particular love that we re—
membered, in our synod, the dismembered German people md the dismembered German
Evangelical Church. We are deeply moved and agitated by the clear declarations of

~ leading German churchmen with regard to the problem of German unity. Ve remembered

the Lutheran Bishop of Thueringen, Dr. Mitzenheim, who, in his letter to the pre~
sidents of The Lutheran World Federation urged the Lutheran Churches to take spee=-
dy and definite action with regard to the German issue. Bishop Mitzenheim said:

. "The German people has been suffering for nearly seven years because of the ar-

bitrarily drawn boundaries of the zones which rend the people asunder not only

,economically and culturally but in church relations also. The time has now come

that this appeal and the German problem itself demand a definite stand of the
Church. We must never grow tired in our demand that 'what was rent asunder be again .
put together and so peace may reign'."

It was, to our mind, but natural that the President of The Lutheran World Federation
Dr, Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hannover, expressed agreement in his reply to Dr, Mit-
zenheim's letter: "The fundamental intention of your letter has found full agree-
ment with me.., Let the peoples have good relations with each other... that the
two parts of Germany may meet again and that peace and unity may be reestablished
in as a great measure as possible and as quickly as possible," The Lutheran Church
of Hungary, gratefully conscious of what is common in our historical traditions
with the German Evangelical Church, agrees with the efforts of these significant
church leaders in Germany who undoubtedly voiced the thoughts of their people. Ve
call on The Lutheran World Federation to give effective aid to the German Evange-
lical Church in its taking a definite stand with regard to this issue, which may
endanger the peace of the world, and to help the German people that it may achieve

-unity and peace.

We have learned with gratitude that the leading personalities of The Lutheran
World Federation took part in passing the Lucknow resolutions with which they iden-
tified themselves., We trust that The Lutheran World Federation and the Lutheran




churches of the world, most of which are members of the World Council of Churches,
will support these resolutions. Moreover, we trust that, beyond supporting this
effort of the Central Committee of the World Council for the preservation of peace
they will help to develop what is implicit in these resolutions, to realize its
consequences and to create, throughout the world, a public opinion which rejects
the belief in the inevitability of war, to instill hope into the hearts of peoples
and to promote the opportunity, which is eagerly awaited throughout the word, that
the leaders of the great powers come together in order to lessen the present in-
ternational tension and bring about durable peace.

‘The synod of the Hungarian Lutheran Church as the supreme organ and responsible
representative of the Hungarian Lutheran Church asks, in the spirit of brotherly
confidence, the leadership of The Luthcran World Federation and the member churches
of the Federation to do everything in order that our churches and believers under
the rule of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, may fulfil, in these critical days
of mankind, their God-given mission, helping to avert the greatest danger which

is threatening the life of mankind, that is, another world war,

The Lutheran Church of Hungary steadfastly hopes that The Lutheran World Federation
is an effective organisation for rousing thie conscience of the Luthercn churches
and for making them conscious of the tasks thot await them.

In this hope and trusting that our brotherly message will be heeded, we constant-
ly pray to our gracious heavenly Father, our Lord and Creator, for the peace of
mankind and for the peaceful development of our churches,

May the God of peace sanctify our hearts in Jesus Christ!

By.the resolution of the fourth session, on behalf of the Synod of the Hungarian
Lutheran Church,

Budapest, March S5th, 1953

Ernest Mihalyfi, General Inspector, Dr. Louis VetB, Bishop,
Lzy President of the Synod Ministerial President of the Synod

Joseph Darvas, District Inspector, Ladislas Dezséry, Bishop,
Lay Vice-Fresident of the Synod Ministerial Vice-President of the Synod

Emil Margocsy, District Inspector, _ Charles Németh, Deputy Bishop,
Lay Vice-President of the Synod Ministerial Vice-?resident of the Synod

EORE R
May 15, 1853

To the Lutheran Church in Hungary

Dear Brethren in Jesus Christ!

The message of the General Synod of the Hungarian Lutheran Church issued March 24
was received on April 20, 1953, We appreciate the information that The Lutheran
World Federation was in your thoughts and prayers during the sessions of your mect-
ing. We note with gratitude that your church continues to stand faithful to the
Holy Scriptures in the family of those who accept the Confessio Augustana, The
preaching of the Gospel will continue to be our cormon objective in the church,
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We recognize that in our Christian fellowship there may be and often are dif-
ferences of views as to how objectives in human relations and in international
affairs shall be sought, We are fully committed and, indeed, sincerely working
for the goal of world peace and justice. We cannot understand nor can we agree
that there was a trend at the Hannover Assembly reflecting an effort to influence
the Lutheran World Federation by an ideology which, instead of lessening inter-
national tension, called for further preparations for the third world war, Ve
claim, in fact, that the very opposite was true.

We have noted your expressed concern about the unhappy situation in which our
Christian brethren in Germany find themselves because of the artificial division
which gives rise to all kinds of critical problems. However, we are even more deep~-
ly disturbed by the most distressing and unjustified persecution of the churches
and church leaders at the hands of the authorities in East Germany. We join with
our Christian brethren in Germany in vigorously protesting against these attacks
upon the church and the violations of religious freedom which man, by virtue of
his creation, redemption and calling, holds as an inalienable right, We hope that
all our member churches in every land will join the Evangelical churches in Ger-
many, among whom we count so many of our houschold of faith, in this struggle to
secure the right of the church to be true to its God-given tasks both in Germany
and elsevhere,

OQur sense of responsibility has, as you rightfully mention, led us to take an
active part in the ecumenical tasks of the World Council of Churches. Representa=—
tives of our Lutheran churches took responsible part in preparing the Lucknow
resolutions on a cease-fire in Korea, as well as on other matters pertaining to
world peace and justice, and the decisions which were there reached find strong
support among our neople.

We are one with all Christians in the need for constant prayer, firm witness and

loving service in our world today.
In fraternal fellowship,

Carl E. Lund=-Quist

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES COMMUNT AND REPORT

Note: In order to assure the liaison between national churches and The Lutheran
World Federation and to provide a common working organ in countries where
there are several Lutheran churches, National Committees have been formed in
all countries where the LWF has member churches. The passages reproduced be-
low, many of which contain comments on the Hannover Assembly, are taken
from the reports sent annually by the National Committees to the Executive
Secretary,

Finland

The Church of Finland took part in the General Assembly of the LWF at Hannover
from July 25th to August 3rd, 1952 through a delegation which was led by the Bishop
of Borga, Dr. Max von Bonsdorff. We cannot expect that the participation in an in-
ternational Church conference would result in any great changes in church life,

but the reports, articles and lectures given by the Finnish delegates and alter-
nates to Hannover after the Conference in Finland show that the inter-Lutheran
fellowship which was so strongly manifested in the Hannover Assembly is highly ap=
preciated in Finland. Clergy and Church people in Finland follow with great inter=-

»
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est the efforts of the LWF to give spiritual and moral supoort to the Lutheran
Churches which at the present live and work under pressure and persecution as well
as to administer financial and material aid to tie Churches which are in nced,

The reconstruction period after the war in the Church of Fin#and has now buien
brought to an end. In August 1958 the last two churches which were destroyed during
the war will be solemnly dedicated. The most valuable support of other Lutheran,
especially American Churches has been mentioned in many connections. The people of
Finland will remember with deep and sincere gratltude this love and support of other
Lutheran Churches in a time of great distress.

The spirit of Christian love and sympathy lives also in the heart of Finnish Church
people. This has been demonstrated in the collection that took place in all churches
in Finland in February, 1953 in order to gather means for the support of people of
Holland which was met by such severe catastrophes. The result of this collection -
about five million Finnish Marks - was something unique in Finland, The sum of
money was handed over on March 2nd, 1953 by Archbishop Salomies and representatives
of the Ecclesiastical Board of the Church of Finland to the official icpresentative
/ Holland.

France

It is difficult to make use of the results of a world assembly on a local level,
particularly since those who through their work give directives to the Assembly
and its member churches belong to major churches whereas we ourselves are working
in a2 minority church, They envisage their task as one in waich not only pastors
and theologians but also great numbers of laymen are engaged. Projects that can
easily be realized (in faith and brotherly love) in Germany, the United States and
Scandinavia, are practically impossible in France, even on a much smaller scale,

Nevertheless, our Lutheran churches in France rec01ved great inspiration from the
Hannover Assembly in many respects:

On the human level: If in some ways the life of 2 minority church is useful for

the development of vigilance and the spirit of sacrifice, there are nevertheless
times when this continuous and isolated struggle is more than human beings can

bear. In Hannover the minority churches felt much more than through the permanent
aid granted to them by The Lutheran World Federation that they belonged to a great
and big church. This may be nothing but a human feeling. A1l the same, it is a great
consolation.

In the sphere of faith: Minority churches have to struggle hard to remain faithful
to Lutheran doctrine. En Alsace, traditional liberalism is still going strong. The
"country" of Montbéliard is still under the influence not only of its Wuerttember-—
ger past, with its great variety of doctrines, but also of neighoring Switzerland,
where Lutheranism - to put it mildly - is not easily accepted, Lutheran Paris is

set in the midst of a Calvinism, which though not as aggr3531ve as in the past has
but the more influence on a large number of people. It is easy to understand what

it meant for us to take part in an assembly where we had no need to ask ourselves
whether Luther had really committed error after error and where Lutheran faith could
be seen as a living, constructive force and as a weans of salvation for many.

In practice, salvation being individual, everthing that concerns the Christian per=
sonality can be seized and assimilated by everyone. In Hannover special emphasis
was laid upon the life of a Christian, what it should be and what it can achieve in
families, churches and in the world. Nothing of 2ll this shall be lost for us.
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The Assembly brought us face to face with our most essential tasks of the moment:
How can we bring our faithful to take part togethcr with their pastors in the life
and the mission of the church? How can we give them a sense of thair responsibilities
F in this work? How can we give them an occasion and a means of being living stones

in the building of Christ's Church? We have greatly bencfited from being able to
experience the spiritual riches of the world-wide Lutheran Church, it+ unanimous
desire to evangelize the world with the Living Word, and the care with which it
studies the social probiems of the present day.

From the ecumenical point of view Hennover was definitely helpful to us. We are
always tempted to go into a purely negative oppostion and to accept facile solutions
that result in nothing but a weakening of our faith. In approaching ecumenism we

are often afraid of working against our own church, In Hannover we were shown how,
while feuling strong ourselves, we can have closer fraternal relationship with
others and in this manner try to reach a unity which in no way impairs the church
we love and want to serve,

Norway : ' l'i
It is not easy to state what the meaning of the Hannover Assembly has been in the
life of the Churck of Norway. However, one may be safe in saying that probably the

Hannover Assembly has meant more to the life of our church than any other inter-
national Christian conference in our time. This is due primarily to two factors:

First: Most often the delegates to international Christian conferences are men and
women who just attend still another conference. In most cases the delegates are more
or less international "experts". In Hannover, the participants from Norway were not
3 __only "experts" familiar with international conferences. To them, therefore, the

i Assembly was a real exnerience. The delegates, alternates and the young pcople caae
E from all parts of the country, from all branches of church life, from a great number
of different organizations and covered so to say all aspects of church life in Nor=-
way. Becausec the representation had such a solid basis in church life in Norway,

the chances for a positive influence through these representatives when coming home,
were much greater than is usually the casc.

Second: Among the themes discussed in Hannover was one which in a special way ap- .
pealed to the representatives from Norway, Most of the participants from Norway .
were stronly impressed by the idea of stewardship which the American Lutherans

brought with them to Hannover. Since the Asscmbly, the stewardship idea has been

very much discussed in church papers in Norway. This seems to be one of the main

fruits of the Hannover Assembly and there is reason to believe that the steward-

ship idea in years to come will grow in strength in the Church of Norway as a re-

sult of the Hannover Assembly.

U.s .A *

Inter—Church Aid

Distribution of aid to sister churches in Europe through the Geneva office of the

LWF and through inter-denominational agencies was made under supervision of Execu-
tive Director Paul C. Empie and his associate Dr. John Scherzer, Secretary of the

Desk on Zuropean Affairs. The follusing grants were made during the course of the Year:

Austria % 92,796.90 Finland $§ 23,171.22
Eastem Europe 2,051,77 France 24,851.23
Germany 437,293.38 Italy 11, 900,00
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Yugoslavia 3 27,488,18 Switzerland 3§ 3,517.32
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It should be noted that the exvenditure of funds in Finland represents the near-
completion of the program initiated on the basis of the original allocation of one
million dollars made by the USA National Committee in 1946,

Cooperative services in addition included a grant of } 65,000.00 to the Department
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churchss,

3 16,000.00 through Church World Service for relief in Asia, ecumenical scholar-
ships and the general Church World Service program, and § 20,000 for the rehabili-
tation work of the World's Y.M.C.A, (Total 3 101,000.00)
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In his annual report to the Council Dr. Fredrik Schiotz, Executive Secretary of
this Commission, presented a five-year vummary of the activities of the Commission

é‘ since its establishment in 1948, The expenditures during 1952 in various fialls
served were as follows:

Abyssinia 3 21,750.00 India 3 46,093,54

South Africa 23,104.00 Indonesia 77,474.62

Berlin Mission Society 13,986.20 Japan 4,500,00

Southwest Africa 18,050.00 New Guinea $5,245.12

Tanganyika 205,168.24 LWF-Dept. of

China 14,152.10 World Missions 50,000.00

Holy Land 134,703.64 Grant to German
Evangelical Mission~ f
ary Council ~3,000.00
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It is the intention of the Commission on Younger Churches and Orphaned Missions
gradually to transfer the administration of its support of orphaned missions fields
and younger churches to the Department of World Mission of the Lutheran World Feder-
_ ation. At the present time the LWF Department of World Missions has delegated CYCOM

. the responsibility for providing assistance to the younger churches and mission
fields in China, Indonesia, New Guinea, in the Northern, Usambara, and Uzaramo areas
of Tanganyika, and in the Hashemite Xingdom of Jordan. CYCOM channels its support
for the other fields in which the LWF has an interest through the Department of
World Missions of the LWF. When the LWF Department of World Missions engages a full-
time executive secretary on May 1, 1954, it is expected that still more of the ad-
ministrative responsibility of work supported up to now by CYCOM will be transferred
to the LVWF,

Since 1948 the USA Committee has worked through the Department of Service to Regu-
gees of The Lutheran World Federation. } 465,000.00 of the 1952 Lutheran World Ac-

tion receipts were allocated for LWF-SR, Of this amount ¥ 75,000.00 is earmarked
for the "travel loan fund" to be used during the calendar year of 1953.

The Lutheran Resettlement Service of the National Lutheran Council in New York is
now in its closing stages. At the end of 1952 a total of 36,028 displaced persons
and refugees sponsored by the National Lutheran Council had been brought to the
United States. Since the period covered by the law admitting displaced persons and
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refugees to the United States by special legislation has expired, work in 1953
will consist chiefly of assisting special cases and providing services to those
who for extraordinary reasons need emergency.help in the United States. It is an-—,
ticipated that the office will close by the end of 1853 unless the United States
Congress should pass additional legislation to admit an extra number of refugees
outside of immigration quotas. Such legislation has been proposed, but as this re-
port is written, has not been considered formally by the Congress.

- am e e e e em W mw omm

The Lutheran World Action Appeal for funds to support the work of the USA Cormit-
tee and other special phases of the program of the National Lutheran Council, was

extremely successful., The goal of % 2,900,000.00 was raised in full with a surplus
of about 3 55,000.00. Much impetus was given in the closing months of the appeal

. by the stimulating reports of the decisions of the Assembly of The Lutheran World
Federation, made by the hundreds of Americans wvho visited Europe in the summer of
1952. j

The goal for LWA in 1963 is } 2,600,000.00, and the National Lutheran Council pas-
sed a resolution that the goal should not fall below that amount in the years im-
mediately ahead. World-wide needs seem to indicate that increases rather than de~
creases are to be expected from now on. This decision seems to have the approval
of the eight Lutheran churches cooperating in the National Lutheran Council

Following the decision of The Lutheran World Federation to sponsor a Committee on
Latin America, the USA National Committee voted to take membership on the LAF Eom-
mittee and to recommend that the Division of Lutheran Cooperation in Latin America
cooperate fully with the work of the LWF Committee on Latin America, channeling
all or part of its available funds through that. Comnittee. It also agreed that the
time of Dr, Stewart Herman might be shared with the LWF in order that he might be~
come the Director of the LWF Committee on Latin America, A special grant was made
for the needs of the program in Colombia, which brought the total amount of funds
allocated for work among Lutheren immigrants in Latin America during 1952 to

¥ 95,000,00, 4 '

NEWS IN BRIEF .

Personal: Bishop Hugo Hahn of Saxony has asked the synod of his Church to accept
his resignation for reasons of health and to elect his successor before the end

of the synodical mandate at the end of this year. The synod is meeting this month
to elect the new bishop. =- Professor Julius Bodensieck at present special repre-
sentative of the US National Committee for theological conferences and exchanges in
Burope has accepted a call to Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, where
he will take up his duties as Professor of Bible in Febrvary 1954, =- Bishop Jo=
hannes Sandegren informed the {riennial synod of the Tamil Lutheran Church, meeting
at the end of April, that i¢ should consider his retiremeunt on his reaching his
70th year this November. The synod resolved, however, to request Bishop Sandegren
to stay until the completion of his 50 years of ministry in 1957 and to remain in
India after that time so as to help the Indian Church even in his retircment, If
these requests are accepted, Bishop Sandegren will be in office during the 250th
jubilee of Lutheran Missions in Tranquebar in'1956. —- The place of Professor Pe~ °
ter Brunner of Heidelberg in the LWF Commission on Theology has been taken by Prof,
Dr. Ernst Kinder, recently apoointed Professor of Systematic Theology in the Uni-
versity of Muenster in Wéstphalia, —— Lutheran World Service has made the following
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appointments: Deputy Director with special responsibility for resettlement and for
liaison with official agencies: Mr. feuben C. Baetz; Senior Representative for Ger-
many: Dr, Richard William Solberg; Senior Iepresentative for France, Italy and
Eastern Europe: Dr. Julius Igor Bella.

Education: 1,600 children in the Canadian Lutheran diasvora arc served by a pro-

gram "Lutheran Sunday School by Mail" which began seven years ago with only 120

pupils., == A new college in Adelaide and a church for old and new Australians.in
Melbourne are being built by the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia.
Farmers are raising special crops to finance the college which will be the most
modern school building in Adelaide, -- A Christian study center on the modelof the
Swedish Sigtuna Foundation is being planned in Norway. It will be located at the
an¢ient monastery of Utstein,

Inter-Church Aid: A competition for projects of church buildings with a prize of

14,000 Schillings was recently held by the Lutheran Church of Austria. At the open—
ing of the exhibition where models were shown, Bishop Gerhard May explained that
nine churches had been totally destroyed and 56 more damaged to 257 during the last
war, Besides, churches had to be built for congregations formed by refugees of whom
22% were Lutherans, whereas only 6% of the native Austrian population belonged to
the Lutheran church, -- The year 1953 will see the end of the emergency church
building program under which three types of churches and chapels, designed by Dr.
Otto Bartning, were produced serially to help the need of pest-war church build-
ings in Germany. Of almost 100 buildings put up in all parts of Germany, 63 were
given by The Lutheran World Federation. =- Luthe ran World Service in Syria has set
up a child clinic for refugee children, staffed by a Syrian doctor and nurse, This
is the country's second specialized child clinic, == Charity giving in the Luther-
an Church of Slovakia rose from 35 million Czech Crowns in 1945 to over 50 millions
in 1950. The Church has at present 375 parishes, 330 pastors, and 87 theological
students at the Bratislava Theological Faculty. — At the beginning of May the Pre-
sident of the Lutheran World Federation visited the Lutheran Church of Paris, where
he assisted at one of the regular pastoral conferences, visited the parishes and
lectured to the regional synod., Bishop Lilje who was on his first official visit

as LWF President to one of the member churches also inspected the work of the re-—
fugee committee CLATR, which looks after Lutheran immigrants in Paris and the
French provinces.

Laymen in the Church: Finnish diocesan conferences have proposed to lower the vot-
ing age for church elections from 24 to 21 years. The diocesan conferences, com-
posed of laymen and pastors, met for the first time last April. Since they prepare
the work of the General Synod and can submit motions;they are a new lay element

in the government of the church., -~ The first meeting of the Lutheran Council of
Creat Britain to be attended not only by pastors but also by lay representatives
of the parishes met in Swanwick, May 18th to 21st. It reviewed the chief nceds of
Lutheranism in England which range from church buildings to educational programs
for children and increased lay activities. The Lutherm Council represents some
40,000 church members of various nationalities, many of whom are post-war immigrants
into England,

And so on: A severe shortage of pastors is threatening the Church of Sweden. Recent
investigations show that of the Church's 3,200 pastors, some 85 retire every year,
Since not all students pass examinations and since not all of those who pass are
ordained, some 125 ncw theological students are needed anuially to keep up resent
numbers, This year, however, there were only 40. The possibility of ordaining men
who are not fully theologically/trained is at present being discussed. — In spite
of greater tolerance towards Christian missions, not a single convert has been made
among Indian Mohammedans in five years by the Norwegian Mission to Mohamnedans, ——
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The Parliament of the (Western) German Federal Republic has by a large majority
repealed the so~called "pulpit paragraph“, dating from the time of Chancellor
Bismarcks “Kulturkampf! against the Roman Catholic Church. The “pulpit paragraph"
provided séntences of prison for clergymen who "discuss state affairs in a manner
likely to prejudice public o2 ler or who spread literature to the same effect". The
National Socialist régime had in its time used the "pulpit paragraph" as a weapon
against the Church. —= A plea for help from the Lutheran Churches of Scandinavia

to the.younger churches and minority churches was made by the LWF Executive le-
cretary, Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, in an interview with the press during the meeting
of the LWF Commissiomns on Theology and Liturgy in Copenhagen. For at least another
ten years, Dr. Lund-Quist said, pastors teachers and guest lecturers would be need-
ed e.g. by the Lutheran Churches in South hmerica, -- The Canadian Lutheran Council,
organized last December by the six American member churches of the LWF having synods
or districts in Canada, has established its head-quarters at 512 Confederation
Building, 457 Main Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Its Executive Director is the Rev.
W.A. Mehlenbacher. The Council, which will bhave similar functions to the National
Lutheran Council in the USA represents a total church membership of 80,000. .

FILM AND RADIO

The'fﬂartig Luther"film sponsored by Lutheran Church Productions Inc. and pro-

duced by Louis de Focrenont Associates, obtained an outstanding success at its

world premiére on May 4th at the Lyceum Theatre, Minneapolis, Minn. Originally
planned to run for three weeks, it has now been ‘extended and has been seen by al-
most 100,000 people within 25 days. Showings have -now begun in other parts of the

US. The film has received the approval of the Motion Picture Producers’ hssociations,
Meanwhile a German synchronized veérsion has been prepared by Ultra-Film in Berlin,
the' part of Luther being spoken by Wolfgang Lukschy. The time of release of the

German version is not yet known, '

A glga_fgr_sgegigl_ﬁEaiEigg_fgr_rgdid_p;egcbe;s;Has”recently been made in the co-
lumns of the weekly yar Kyrka" by Mrs. Birgit Rhode, a well-known Swedish church
woman, Mrs. %hode asks for special study and training courses to be arranged joint-

1y by the broadcasting company and church organizations.

Voices_of Hannover.is a two-side, long-playing disc (total a little over 30 minutes) .
containing recordines of speeches and events, from the Hannover Assembly, It in-

cludes select passages of Bishop.Nygren's and Bishop Lilje's keynote addresses, of
Bishop Berggrav's speech on "Church and Siate“;_reports on the churches and on the

work of The Lutheran World Federation and the election of the new president of the

LWF, the whole with introductions and explanations by a speaker. iroduced by ELC

Films, Times Building, Fourth and Marquette Streets, Minneapolis 1, Minn. USA.

A record that will be most useful for congregational and youth meetings or dis-

cussions on the LUF,
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SPECIAL ISSUE ON THE SECOND GERMAN CHURCH STRUGGLE

In this issue of the "Information Service" we have included reports, documents
and comments on the burning question of our suffering churches in East Germany.
For several years these churches have been experiencing great difficulties in
maintaining their institutions, carrying on their program and serving their youth
and students. During the last few months pressure of a political nature has been
brought to bear on our Christian brethren and this has multiplied their difficul=-
ties. There is now a direct attempt by the authorities to stamp out church youth
and student activities. The time has come when those in Germany and those outside
must protest to these authorities against the denial of the Church's right to
live and witness,

The experiences of these faithful Christians in these critical months are not mew
to our gencration nor are they limited to BEastern Germany. However, the nature of
the conflict, the extent of the persecution, and the significance for Christendom
and particularly for Lutheranism is such that our conscience bids us cry aloud in
protest. In onc sense these thousands of congregations and pastors, church workers
youth and students in Eastern Germany represent for Protcstantism the heartland

of our strength, The diabolical methods used in trying to stamp out Clristian
faith among children and youth should be understood as a manifestation of evil
that is a danger in all the world.

The sober facts of the arrests of our collaborators tell a story morc powerful
than any written comments. We are driven to our knees in prayer for these brethren
their families and their associates., In their silence we can only trust that God
will give them faith and courage. The bond of prayer is one which mn be maintained
in spite of all human separation. The events of these months make us aware of our
God=given responsibility to witness while we can, These men and women both those
who have been forcibly silenced and those who continue in the weary way of cvery
day existence deserve our prayers and help.

The evidence, as compiled here, is sufficient for our Lutheran Churches to realize
the seriousness of our task. In our Assembly in Hannover we were denied the
blessing of fellowship of our representatives from the Churches in Eastern Germany,
But they were not forgotten. We said then and repeat now, in the words of the
message:
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"To the Churches which are oppressed we Say: Be of good chcer! The Lord is cos-
pecially near those who are in danger and tribulation, and He will bless their
faithfulness. We arc bound to you by ties of love. No power of the world can

separate you from us,"
Carl E. Lund-Quist

CALENDAR OF HE CRRMAN CHURCH STRUGELE TN 1953 - JANUARY 1st 70 HAY 15th
Januarx 9th: The only evangelical youth magazine of the East Zono "Dia Stafotte“
is closed down "because of the paper shortage", The organ of the FDJ attacks the
Church's Youth groups in an article cntitled "iway with the Religious liasks",
arguing that religious activities serve as a cover for subversive anti-Government
action.

January 15th: Attacks on the Church's youth appear almost daily in the press. Some
schools have taken to registering the pupils' membership in Church's youth groups.
Meetings are forbidden and those who come to them are searched and questioned, Ne-
vertheless meetings of Christian young people continue to be as well attended as
before.

January 22nds lr, Bernhard, head of the DDR Office for Liaison with the Churches,
who replaced Gruenbaum, flees to West-Berlin. - The "progressive" Christian weckly
"Verantwortung", published in Dresden, closes down.

February Sth: Willi Leisnecr, one~time cxpert on Church Affairs in the Bast Zone CDU
party head-quarters, is arrested. - . v

February 12th: The EKiD Executive Council and the VELKD#meet in Berlin instead of
Munich since inter-zonal travel permits werc refused by DDR to East sonc nembers,

# Bishops' Conference

February 18th: The 70th annual missionary conference and missionary rally in Halle
an der Saale is forbidden by the local authorities although State permission for
preparations had been received, The meetings of the first two days take place never-
theless but police break up and forbid meetings on the third day. No reasons are
given,

February 19th: Hans Christoph Rothe, high school pupil in Werda, Saxony, and member
of the Church's Youth, is expelled-from all D'R schools for having criticised FDJ
attacks against the Church's youth.

February 24th: The DDR evangelical theological faculties issue a declaration in
which they defend themselves against the "Central Christian Action Committee for
Peace" which had accused them for being "out of touch with the living forces of to=
day and dependent upon the Church authorities." Two Leipzig Professors, Fuchs and
Herz, who are members of the Action Committee, are among the signatorics of the
theological faculties' declaration,

March: In connection with the imprisonment of Pastor X,A, Brandt at the c¢nd of Janu-
ary the Communist paper of Mecklenburg attacks Superintendent Siegel of Guestrow for
having had the "indecency" of bringing Brandt's congregation greetings from their
pastor in prison and asking them to pray for him.
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March 2nd: The Lutheran Church of Saxony and the Moravian Brethren in Herrnhut to-
gether issue a declaration of protest against the condemnation of Pastor Erich
Schumann to six years' imprisonment for alleged anti-Government propaganda,

March 7th: President Niemoeller who is on visit in Berlin speaks to DDR officials
about the pressure used against the Church and especially the imprisonments.

March 17th: Bishop Hahn reports to the Synod of the Lutheran Church of Saxony on
the difficulties of the Church: Inter-zonal travel permits arc no longer granted

to churchmen travelling on duty; the church paper "Der Sonntag" is forced to reduce
its circulation; broadcast morning prayers are arranged without consulting the
church; church meetings which by law have to be registered with the police are
often forbidden; pastors are not allowed to minister freely in prisons. Bishop Hahn
also defends the Church's youth against the accusation of being a political group.
The Synod accepts a statement of its education committee protesting against the
fact that pupils are required to confess atheistic materialism and that they are
punished if they refuse. It decides to intervene with the Berlin Government in
favor of pupils who are in difficulties on account of their faith.

March 23rd: Professor Karl Barth of Basel writes to the DDR Minister for State
Security, Zaisser, concerning the imprisonment of so many pastors. Barth points out
that at the time of the Third Reich almost all of the pastors in question had be-
longed to the Confessing Churci:, = The rooms used by the "Bahnhofsmission" in the
railway stations of Schwerin, Rostock and Chemnitz are closed. At the same time it
is announced that the work done there by the Church is to be taken over by the Red
Cross of the DDR. - Dr. Reinhold von Thadden Trieglaff wires Premier Grotewohl in
Berlin: "A fortnight ago I requested telegraphically your help for the liberation
of student Pastor Hamel and Pastor Winterhager and interview with you to explain
my reasons for this request. I now repeat this request with greatest urgency since
I learn that, beside others, Deacon Dost of Leipzig, who is a member of the Kirchen-
tag Executive Cormittee has been arrcsted."

April: "Junge Welt" which has been attacking the Church's operation of the Pfeiffer
Institutions (belonging to the Inner Mission) for some time, now turns on Bishop
Mueller of whom it writes: "If Bishop Mueller thinks he can work against the
Republic we shall simply chase him away and demand in his place another man, who
will use his status as a Christian to win our people for the struggle for peace."

April 7th: The Church's youth which had been attacked by both the FDJ and the Com~—
munist Party is now also denounced in a confidential circular of the East Zone

CDU as a "center of political reaction against the peace~front." - It is Iearned
that a school which trains young men,who later want to become deacons, in the
Castle of Mansfeld necar Eisleben, has been occupied by the People'!s Police and se~
questrated. The head of the school, Deacon Protaske, is in prison,

April 14th: The authorities of the DDR forbid the meeting of the Deutsche Theologen-
tag, a meeting of professors and lecturers of all evangelical theological faculties
and church seminaries, which usually takes place every other year. The meeting was

to have taken place in East-Berlin., - It is announced that Bishop Dibelius has sent
a letter to the Russian High Commissioner in Berlin, General Tschuikov. Later it
becomes known that the letter has becn signed by all the evangelical Bishops of the
East Zone. The contents are kept confidential. At the time of writing no reply is

as yet known,
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Agrii 15th: "Junge Welt" publishes the news that the Lutheran Church of Thuringia
has decreed the dissolution of the Christian student group in Thuringia, and of
its organizational set-up.

April 21st: The Lutheran Bishops' Conference meeting in Berlin issues a statement
on the persecution of young Christians in the DDR. ~ At a press conference held
the same day, Bishkep Lilje quotes flagrant examples of DDR excesses against young
people, R,

April 22md: It is announced that the avthorities of the DDR have since the be=-

g1 g of the year not paid the sums due by law from the State to the Church.

The Church authorities expect that they will have to reduce pastoral salaries by

10 = 30%, Even without this, pastoral salaries are very low. - The conference of

East Zone church leaders, meeting in Berlin, puts out a dementi of the news pub~
lished by "Junge Welt" on April 15th. The CDU Party organ "Neue ceit" accuses

Bishop Ludolf Mueller of Magdeburg of having attacked the Government's agricul-

tural policy in a circular to the pastors. : .

April 23rd: Young people who “ave come to church specially for this purpose try
to break up services in two churches in Quedlinburg, in which a pastoral letter

of Bishop Ludolf Mueller is being read. - The Government arbitrarily replaces one
of the administrators of the so-called Pfeiffer Institutions of the Inner Mission
in Magdeburg. The new administrator is not a member of a Christian church, -
"Junge Welt" publishes letters from young Christians announcing their decisions

to leave the "illegal Church's Youth Groups. From their style and contents Church
circles consider it obvious that they were written under dictation,

April 24th: The anti-Church action of the FDJ which until now was restricted to
he secondary schools is now spreading to primary schools as well, In some cases
smallor children have been made to closse beiween belonging to the Church's Youth
or the FDJ. Membership in the latter is indispensable for passing into secondary
schools. - In a speech given in Erfurt, DDR Premier Grotewohl, maintains that
there is no Church struggle in Dastern Germany . .and quotes the State aid given to
the churches especially for the reconstruction of war-damaged buildings as a sign
of the Government's friendly attitude to the Church., -~ The DDR Ministry of the
In@erior sends letters to all the clergy of the East Zone, which are personally

delivered to them against a signed receipt. In this letter the clergy are commanded
to support the State and its actions.

April 25th: It is learned that at the end of March the DDR Pcople's Police has oc~
cupied two retreat houses belonging to the Inner Mission in Saxony. The only ex—
planation-given is that the manager of one institution is suspected of "cconomic
offences". The old people living in the houses are expelled. The managing Deacon

Aster and his wife arc imprisoned.

April 27th: In answer to Grotewohl's statement of April 24th, Bishop Lilje de-
clares to the Evangelical Press Sorvice: "The assertions of Grotewohl are simply
an attempt at avoiding to answer the Church's accusations. We have mentioned un-
bearable oppression and unacceptable accusations against the Church's youth, Gro-
tewohl has not becnable to answer this, The proofs that we have are so clear that
he finds no way out. The most odious of all arc the attacks against the Church's
youth in which even head-masters of schools have participated. No state in which
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law and order prevails can bear such offences against personal freedom and re-
ligious liberty." -~ The declaration of the Lutheran Bishops' Conference is read
from the pulpits of the churches in Berlin-Brandenburg.

April 28th: The DDR press, which attacks the Church's youth with daily growing

virulence, declares it to be an "illegal organization". To prevent misunderstandings
in the West the "Evangelical Press Scrvice" points out that the Church's youth

is> simply part of the Church and connot be dissolved unless this is done for the
whole evangelical Church. - Bishop Ludolf Mueller writes a pastoral letter to his
congregations. '

April 29th: A pastoral letter to the members of the Church's youth and their parers
is sent out by Bishop Dibelius.,

April 30th: In a message posted up on the notice board of St. Mary's Church, Berlin

Provost Dr. Grueber, Liaison Representative of the Church with the DDR Government,
defends Pastoi George, who was arrcsted on February 26th, against DDR press at-
tacks. The secular press agencies report that the People's Police surrounded the
church to prevent gathering crowds from reading the message. By order of the
authorities the latter had finally to be removed. - Church circles estimate the
number of students and secondary school pupils who have been disciplined for be-
longing to the Church's youth at around 3000 Jn some schools all pupils had to
sign a declaration against the Church's youth. In others a few pupils, especially
clergymen's sons, were singled out for attack, It is pointed out that no case is
known of a head-master having protected his pupils.

May 2nd: The Inner Mission Institutions of Neinstedt, which take care of epileptics

mental deficients and orphans, are occupvied by a Government commission, accompanied
by new personnel in a bus. Most of the old personnel is expelled. The action had
been preceded by attacks in the press and by a police investigation in April, which
gave no results., A special commission had then interviewed 170 young mental de-
ficients, whose testimony is now used to justify the Institution's sequestration,
since they spoke of "barbaric medieval methods of cducation". — One of the few
private printing houses of the DDE which worked exclusively for the church is
closed down. The proprietor and the manager are taken into custody.

May 5th: Professor Dr, Kurt Aland, who was arrosted on March 2nd, is liberated

from prison. - Bishop Dibelius asks the Chief Public Prosccutor of the DDR to file
a suit against those responsible for the diffamation of the Church's ¥outh, es-
pecially the editor of "Junge Welt". The request which has the support of the
Consistory of Berlin-Brandenburg quotes examples of diffamation and maintains that
they are attacks against the Church and as such breaches of the Constitution.

May 8th: In a letter addressed to the DDR Vice-Premier Nuschke, Provost Grueber as
representative of Hilfswerk defends the latter against the accusation of being a
subversive political organization, "I have had all kinds of experiences in the
course of my life" the letter reads "but that I am the head of a center for poli-
tical agitators in the service of America and the Bonn Government is new to me."

Haz 9th: President Niemoeller meets USSR Ambassador Judin in Berlin. He later re-~

ports the conversation to have been "friendly" and hopes that a second meeting
may be possitle later. — Bishop Mitzenheim of Thuringia publishes a pastoral letter
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which is read from all the pulpits of the Church. In it he exhorts the faithful
not to give way to pressure and explains that this pastoral letter is his only way
of speaking to the congregations, since the church's weckly paper has been con-
fiscated on account of an article explaining the real nature of the Church's Youth
work, The parents are asked to support their children in difficult gituations,.~-
More than one hundred pupils of secondary school in Erfurt - among them many Roman
Catholics ~ are sent down from not having signed the usual declaration accusing
the Church's youth, '

May 11th: The Executive Council of the EKiD meeting in Berlin publishes a statement
on the persecution in the DDR. - Attacks against the Church's youth are now taken
up by "Die Neue Schule", organ of the DDR Ministry of Education, in an article
signed Mrs. Else Zaisser, Minister of Education. - At a meeting of the Synod of

the Lutheran Church of Mecklenburg, Bishop Beste reports that fewer people have
left the Church in 1952/53 than during the preceding yecar. Their total number is
insignificant, '

May 16th: A letter of Dr. Reinhold von Thadden~Trieglaff, President of the German
"Evangelical Kirchentag" to Premier Grotewohl, written on May 14th, is published,
In it he defends the "Kirchentag" against the accusations raised by the DDR Minister
of the Interior in his letter to the clergy. -

PASTORS AND CHURCH WORKERS IN PRISON .

1945 August 5th Prison Chaplain Rudolf Ebel, Province of Saxony, no further news
" Deccmber 18th Pastor Erich Graesser, Saxory, 20 years' imprisonment and loss
of property
1946 Mebruary 28th Pastor Albrecht Horn, Saxony, 10 years' labor camp
March 13th Pastor Johannes Macrkel, Saxony, 10 years' labor camp
May Pastor Roland Stahff, Mecklenburg, life imprisonment
November 4th Pastor Georg Pickel, Berlin-Brandenburg, no further news
1947 July 27th Pastor Werner Dirkscn, Goerlitz, 25 years' imprisonment
1948 January 8th Pastor Werner lMeissner, Berlin-Brandenburg, no further news
March 13th Deaconess Margarethe Ribback, Moravian Brethren, at present in
prison at Stolberg, no sentcnce known
December 4th Pastor Reinhard Runge, Berlin-Brandenburg, long term of im~-
prisonment
1949 March 21st Mr. Ernst Lipfert, Province of Saxony, life imprisonment
September 18th Mr. Erich Grenz, Berlin-Brandenburg, in prison at Brandenburg-
_ Goeren, no sentence known
December 6th Baptist Vissionary Rudolf Vogel, no further news
1950 March 23rd Pastor Aurcl von Juechen, Mecklenburg, no further news
April Pastor Richard Peters, Mecklenburg, 10 years' imprisonment
April 6th Konsistorialoberinspektor H.~K. Kuenhold, Province of Saxony,
no further news
April 30th Mr. Wilhelm Krentziger, Organist, Province of Saxony, two years'
imprisonment
July 18th Mr. Friedrich Bolle, church architect, Berlin-Brandenburg, lo
years' impriso nment
July 28th Mr. Karl Hennig, Collector of church taxes, Province of Saxony,
no further news
August 6th Pastor Reinhard Gaettner, Berlin-Brandenburg, no further news
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Gustav Hueboner, lay preacher, Mecklenburg, five years' im-
prisonment

Pastor Robert Lansemann, Mecklenburg, no further news

Pastor Heinrich Herrmann, Saxony, four years' imprisonment
Pastor Reinhold Thulke, Mecklenburg, five years' imprisonment
Vicar Hans Doelicke, Berlin-Brandenburg, is sup.osed to be in
prison in Berlin

Mr. Franz Steps, office employee, Saxony, 1o further news
Pastor J.-G. Schomerus, Province of Saxony, 2 1/2 years' im—
prisonment

Dr. Alfred Kaestner, Architect, Saxony, no further news

Missl onary Gustav hnoff Ber 11n~Branﬂenburg, originally sen-
tenced to 14 years’ is graced to six years' imprisonment
Pastor Erich Schumann, Saxony, six years'! imprisonment

Pastor Klaus Weidenkaff, Saxony, law-suit still in progress
Pastor Werner Gestrich, Berlin-Brandenburg, 12 years' imprison-
ment

Date as yet unknown Deacon Fritz Hoffmann, head of the church's men's work,

January 2nd

January 21st

January 29th

February 11th
February 12th

February 13th
February 16th

February 16th

February 16th

February 16th
February 26th

March 2nd

March 5th
March 7th

March 16th
March towards
end of month

Province of Saxony, no further news

Deacon Buedke, Mecklenburg, eight years' imprisonment for 'hav-
ing made young people into enemies of democracy by false inter-
pretations of Christian doctrine®. Originally arrested for
"economic offences",

Pastor Albin Drechsler, Saxony, ten years of hard labor for
"having led a campaign of diffamation against DDR and the world
forces of peace."

Pastor K.A. Brandt, Mecklenburg, six years'! imprisonment, five
years' loss of civic rights and confiseation of property because
of M"statements hostile to the State", though originally ar-
rested for'"having beaten children during religious instruction."
Miss Schilling, parish worker, Saxony, no further news

Student Pastor Johannes Hamel, Province of Saxony, in provisional
custody

Vicar K.J. Althausen, Berlinsjrandenburg, in prOV1u10nal custo—-
dy

Pastor Juergen Winterhager, Berlin-Brandenburg, in provisional
custody

Mr. Kurt Gruenbaum, Oberkonsistorialrat and former head of the
DDR Liaison Office to the Church, Berlin-Brandenburg, in pro-
visional custody

Miss Gisela Schwan, student, Berlin-Brandenburg, in provisional
custody

Deacon Herbert Dost, Saxony, in provisional custody

Pastor Reinhold Gcorge, Berlin-Brandenburg, arrested on leav1ng
St. Mary's Church, Berlin, ‘in provisional custody

Professor Kurt Aland, of Halle University, Province of Saxony,
taken into prov131onal custody; liberated on May S5th

Pastor Guenther Luedke, Greifswald, in provisional custody

Vicar Wolfgang Nickel, Berlin-Brandenburg, in provisional
custody

Miss Agnes Schmidt, Catechist, Goerlitz, no further news

Mr. Guenther Buedke, head of thc Pfeiffer Institutions in Magde-—
burg-Cracau, arrcsted for "ill-treziment" of young people, no
further news
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1953 Sister Irene Strobel, of the Pfeiffer Institutions, -arrested
together with Mr. Buedke, no further news

April Tth Deacon Protaske, Province of Saxony, head .of Hanpfeld'Castle,

' school for future deacons, no further news ;

April Tth Deacon Fritz Poffmann, Province of Saxony, head of the church's
young men's work in the DIR, arrested in connection with se=~
questration of Mansfeld Casfle School, no further news

April 15th Mr. Batz, head of Inner Mission's 01d Folks'Home in Zossen,
Berlin-Brandenburg, arrested for "ecoiiomic offences", no further
news

before the 25th Deacon and Mrs. Aster, head of retreat houses of Saxon Inner
Mission, in connection with the sequestration of the houses for
"economic offences", no further news

May 2nd Mr, Alfred Modersohn, proprietor of the closed-down Harfe-
Druckerei (printing works), Thuringia, no further news

May 2nd Mr. Ulbrich, manager of the Harls-Druckerei, no further nows

May 13th Mr, Arthur Muetzer, Saxony, Preacher, hcad of the Gnadau re-
vival group, no further news. .

P.S. A booklet on the "Testimony of Those in Prison" (Das Zeugnis der Verhafteten)
has been edited by Dr. Martin Fischer and published in April of this year by the
Lettner Verlag, Berlin,

EVANCELICAL CHUPCHEC IN THE DDR

Beside a few parishes of the Lutheran Churches of Hannover and Brunswick the ter-
ritory of the DDR covers that of the following evangelical Churches::

1) Three member Churches of VELKD and LWF: The Church of Mecklenburg, the Church
of Saxony and the Church of Thuringia with a total membership of 7,8 million

2) Three Provinces of the Union Church of Prussia with a total membership of 8,1
million of which all but a few thousand are Lutheransz The Provinces of Pomeranla,
Saxony, and Silesia

3) The Union Church of Anhalt with a membership of 500,000 of which some 80% are .
Lutherans.

Evangelical Christians in the DDR total around 16,5 million, forming roughly 80%
of the population.

A SHORT GLOSSARY OF TECHNTCAL TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
"Bahnhof'smission" : Church aid centers for travecllers at b*g railway stations
"BDJ" ¢ "Bund Deutscher Jugend"; 1lit, Federation of German youth, an association
of youth organizations in Western Germany

WCDU" : "Christlich Deutsche Union": a plitical party, now two separate parties,
existing in East and West Germany. In the East Zone, collaborating closely
with the Communist "Socialist Unity Party"

"DDR" : "Deutsche Demokratische Republik": the German Democratic Republic in the
Soviet Zone
"EKiD" : "Evangelical Church in Germany", grouping Lutheran, Reformed and Union

Churches
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"FDJ" ; "Freie Deutsche Jugend": "Free German Youth", the official youth organi-
zation of the DDR

YHilfewerk" : The material aid and rclief organization of EXiD

"Kirchentag" : Annual rally of Protestant churchmen in Germany, organized by a
permapent committee

"VELKD" : "Vereinigte Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche Deutschlands"; United Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of-Germany, grouping ten provincial Churches, all
of them members of the LWF,

DOCUMENT S

A Sample Article from "Junge Welt"
"A so-called Student Pastor"
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Let us go back a little way, for the treacherous activities of the Church's youth
are not of yesterday or today. Some of the secret agitators of this organization
have under the cover of religion memaged to infiltrate into the universities and
secondary schools in order to divide the student body.

It was in Februvary 1951. Student Pastor Johannes Hamel was working at the Martin-
Luther University in Halle, Farawhile he put on an appearance of honesty and in
order to win people's confidence he pretended to be progressive. But soon it became
clear whose servant he recally was.

At that time the students' councils were being elected. A number of students, es-
pecially from the theological faculty, gathered in Hamel's home. During the dis~
cussion that took place there he did not refrain from speaking his mind. "We who
belong to the evangelical student congregation" he said to the students, " must
try to influence the coming vote in our favor. I propose that we call on the can=
didates that the students have put up and try either to win them for us or to per=
suade them to stand down", His guiding idea was that a strong group should in one
way or another be created within the University of Halle.

Our universities are places of education for the sons and daughters of the workers.
What was it that Hamel wanted to influence in his favor? Why did he excite the
students? Was this a question of religion or faith, which alone is within a pastor's
competence?

No, mo. The so-called Pastor Hamel himself would in his innermost self nrobably smile
at so naive an idea. He is onc of those who loudly complain about politics but
who -~ disguised in pastoral robes - go in for a lot of politics themselves,

Let us look a‘'little closer at this "Pastor". First of all, what does he read and
where does he get his wisdom from? His source of information is an institution that
calls itself "Evangelical Hilfswerk" and whose center is in West-Berlin. Its exact
address is Teltower Damm 93-94, He uscs the subversive pamphlets he gets from there
to lard his sermons and addresses with. Moreover he spreads this poison among the
students he has.snared. These filthy pamphlets contain reports, full of lies, that
Hamel wrote about our Republic. He has taken good care to publish them under an as-
suned name,

A search of Hamel's house showed that he has smuggled a whole collection of this
kind of subversive literature into our Renublic. lhere are demoralizing publications
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fron Hamburg, Stuttgart and Colognc and subversive books from Zuerich and West-
Berlin, Hamel used them to try and {urn the students into fanatics. Let us quote a
fow oxanples: Tn one of them it is said that the whole de-nazification is a mig-
fortune for Germany; .there are contributions that calumniate the Polish nefion and
agitate against the Oder-Neisse peace-frontier, But the "Marshall-Plan-Aid" that
reduces people to slavery is praised above high heavens. Mr. Hamel's library also
contains a lot of anti-Soviet propaganda. The criminal attack of Hitler's Germany
on the Soviet Union is described as a "titanic struggle". There are rcal tirades

of hate which throw dirt at the genuine fricndship of the German people to the
Soviet Union. They culminate in such sentences as: "The Russians destroy things
out of pure pleasure." There is no lack of impudent lies in the cherished fanatical
propaganda papers of this so-called "Pastor". Let us give one more example, charac-
teristic both of the author and the readers of this sort of publication. One of

the subversive propaganda books snuggled from Switzerland into our Republic tells

a horror story about a Latvian clergyman vho is supposed to have had " a cross
burned on his breast with a red-hot iron and his head crowned with barbed wire",

That is the kind of thing this Pastor reads and spreads, and that is what ho bages
his activity-on, whether in "Bible Classes" or meetings of the evangelical student
congregation, He held rcgular conferences with contact-men from Western Germany
about the organization of the activities of political agitators in the universities
of our Republic. There Hamel got the latest directives about the activities of the
political agitators in the Republic and handed on his own espionage reports.

Hamel never ceased to spread the reports of the subversive American broadcasting
station RIAS (in Berlin). As early as the last people's elections he openly acted
as an enemy of demdcratic order. As head of the student congregation he organized
all the members of this organization for a campaignh against the people's elections,
His agents visited professors and students to dissuade thenfrom taking part in the
democratic elections. Later Hamel began to agitate against the creation of national
armed forces in our Republic, whose aim is to serve the security of our democratic
achievements and to protect the population, Thus it became obvious that he is
nothing but an agent who carries out the orders of RIAS. To complete the picture,
it was found out that among his people Hamel had szid that he would faver the
American army of occupation coming into the DDR, This is obvious and open war-pro--
paganda. J

This is the so-called student Pastor Hamel, one of the leaders of the Church's
youth, who is responsible for having led astray many easily=-.:isguided young people
by his propaganda. :
(quoted from the Swiss "Ivangelical Press Service"
of May 13th, 1953)

The Truth About tho Church's Youth by Béshop Moritz Mitzenhein
For weeks the Church's youth has been publicly attacked. It ia accused of acting
in fields that are not within the Church's sphere of competence and of being an
illegal organization, Its religious activitics, it is said, are nothing but 2
cloak to hide othor aims...

First of all let me state that the Church's youth is not an organization. It is not
an association with a membership list, contributions and all the other features
that associations usually have, It is simply that part of the congregation which
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consists of young people over confirmation age between 15 and 20 years old. It is
the youth of the congregations. Every boy and girl belongs to it after being con-
firmed and all of them are invited to its meetings. Those young people who do not
participate, do so on their own responsibility. There is no coercion, Everyone

has the right to come. But those who use this right do not form an organization.
In that case the adult members of a congregation, who regularly attend church
services, would also be an organization, Everyone knows that this is not the case.
Thus also the Church's youth is not an organization but the young people in the
congregations...

It is the local pastor who serves the young people at their young people's meet=
ings, exactly as he serves the children in Sunday school and the grown-ups with
his sermons in church., He may have helpers, but the responsibility is his... In
each district (Superintendentur) one pastor is charged with counselling the others
in their youth work, beside doing the work in his owvn parish. Finally there has for
many years been a spccial youth pastor for the whole €hurch, who studies scienti~
fically the special psychological problems of the young people and who serves
young people in parishes all over our church province. He is assisted by a group
of specialists who form the Church's youth council.

A great deal has been said about the €hurch's youth., Naturally the Church has care-
fully investigated the accusations raised against young members of our congregations.
The Church itself is interested in not letting its institutions be misused, The in-
vestigations have shown all the alleged events to be errors, misinterpretations or
perfectly harmless matters. Onc-sided accusations camnot be accepted as true as
long as the other side is not heard. Besides, let us not forget that the young
people are young. They have their virtues and their wealnesses. The Church's youth
wants neither to be isolationist, nor to split the country's youth. It wants to
maintain living contacts with all young people. It doecs not isolate the boys and
girls from public life and modern trends of thought. Just as the Church is not tied
to one party but has members in all the parties, the Church's youth is open to all
young people after confirmation and its members can be, and to a considerable extmt
are, active in public life... '

(from an article published in "Glaube und Heimat" on March 29th)

Efgm the Letter of the DPR Ministry of the Interior to the Evangelical E}g{gg
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This letter, dated April 24th, 1953 and signed "Groctschel", was handed to all the
evangelical pastors against a written receipt. It accuses the German Evangelical
Kirchentag of having "misused Christian picty and the evangelical faith in order
to participate in the campaign of abuse launched by the imperialist Ancrican war
propagandists and their German henchmen against the DDR and its peaceful work of
reconstruction."

The concluding paragraph of the letter reads: "Irrespective of all ideologies the
entire peace-loving population of thc DDR is unanimous in rejecting absolutely this
kind of misuse of rcligious faith and of church institutions. An ever increasing
number of honest, faithful evangelical Christians raise their voice together with
all patriotic forces in the DDR and in Westurn Germany, demanding that this cempaign
against the DDR and its Government be made to ceasc. They have the rigit to expcct
also their clergy to draw a clear line between themselves and the hypocritical,
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fanatical and anti-popular elemcnts and genuinely to supnort all tendencics and
forces that openly confess their aim to be the preservatlon of- peace and the de-
mocratic re-union of Germany,"

(from "epd" and "Sonntagsblatt“)

Statement of the VELKD Bishops' Conference on the Situation of the Church in
the Fast Zone
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"The pressurc exercised within the German Democratic Republic upon members of the
evangelical Church in matters of faith and conscience threatens to became unbear—
able,

"We have learned that particularly severe measurcs are taken agalnst membors of tho
Church's youth, In many cases young pcople who did not want to give up their meme
bership were expelled from schools and prevented from completing their education,

"We know of dther, even worse cases in which young pcople were put undor pressure
in order to break their morale and thecir faith, . .

"We declare that we do not belicve one word of what the "Junge Welt", the central
organ of the "Free German Youth",alleges against the Church's youth. We know these
young Christians and know it to be untrue that they wanted to make their groups
"temor groups for the sabotage of German unity", Tawor, treachery, and sabotage are
not Christian methods of work.,

L}
"We have further loarned that people have been arrested without being told why, and
that their relatives have not been told of their whercabouts. We know of incompre—
hensibly severe sentences in cases that the scnse of justice of the entire civilized
world would judge differently.

"We de¢lare thesc legal procedures and the action agalnst young pcople to be in-
human, ¥hoever desircs the unity of Germeny must not treat Germens thus,

"As Christians we know the limitations of human justice, N.evertheless we cannot

but appeal to the judges' sense of duty, their conscience and humanity. We believe
that God will judge those who abuse the authority,that God has given them, especial= .
1y with ill intent against young people's faith.,

"As Christian brethren we declare fo our Christian brethren thet they arc in God's ‘
hand and we ask them not to grow weary in their faith and loyalty to our Lord Jesus
Christ."

(Published after the meeting of the Bishops' Conference in Berlin-Spandau
on April 21st, subsequent on thc meeting of the VELKD Synod) (from "epd")

Messgge of the Executive Council of EKiD to All the Evan angolical Conggggations
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of Gcrmaqy

For a long time the materialist ideology has been promoted by means of coertion in

the Eastern part of our fatherland in all walks of life, and cspecially in the ncw

materialist confessional schools. This has meant severe conflicts of conscience to

evangelical Christians., Now hostility against the Christian faith has come out into
the open. It has begun with a persccution of the Church's youth.

In nationalized factories and workshops and especially in sccondary schools the
young members of our Church have been told that the Church's youth is an illegal
organization and that it has become increasingly hostile to the State under the in-
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fluence of Vestern agents and of the "Eund Deutscher Jugend". Those who do not
leave the Church's youth, it is said, can no longer be tolerated in the schools
and aporentices' training institutions. Many young people have given in to the
pressure used against them in this connection., Others have remained firm and have
had to leave their schools or other places of training.

Similar methods have been used against the "Student Congregations", Moreover five
larger and several smaller institutions have been confiscated. A large number of
pastors and other church workers has been arrested. Loyal church people are menaced
daily. Today they all suffer what so nany of them suffered before, But they bear it
for their faith's sake. The Executive Council of the EKiD knows that it is respon-
sible for evangelical Christians in the whole of Germany. It therefore follows these
events in deep sorrow for the German people. We know that the only thing that could
hdp our people is the very Gospel that is being so violently persecuted. It alone
can give men that freedom of the spirit which makes them into real men. It alone
can give them genuine moral strength. It alone can make it possible for men of dif-
ferent convictions to remain in genuine fellowship,

To the members of our congregations in the DDR we say:"Cast not away your confidence.
Let us stand together under the word of the Scriptures, "here is the patience and

the faith of the saints". Especially do we ask the young members of the congregations
to be faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ and His church and not to be afraid, It is
written: "The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?" Both

in this life and in the next, God will @bundantly bless your faithful confession.

But do not forget to pray for those who offend you and persecute you

To our congregations in the West of our fatherland we say: "Uphold your suffering
brethren and sisters in the East by your intercessions and your spirit of sacrifice.
Help them to overcome. When the Gospel is at stake, no sacrifice can be too great.
Today as in the days of the Apostles, hands and hearts must open in those congre-
gations that are now spared great distress, to help the brethren and sisters who -

are under persecution."

Again and again the Gospel of our.lord Jesus Christ is met by the world's hostility.
It is God Himself who gives that freedéem to the anti-Christian forces. But He has
also sent Him who is greater than they all. By His cross and resurrection, Christ
has overcome the world. Faith is tested in obedience to Him; and in suffering that
is free of anger and bitterness, the victory of Jesus Christ is made manifest,

The Church of Jesus Christ is renewed through suffering and it cannot be overcome.
Thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ,

The Executive Council of the Evangelical Church
in Germany

(signed) Dibelius
(Published after the Council's meeting in Berlin on May 11th, 1953)
(from “epd")
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Egzrer of Dr. Reinhold _Vvon nggggg:fzggglaffl_Pres1dent of the German Evnng_llcal
Rirchantggl_to Mr. Grotewohl

Fulda, May 7th, 1953

Dear Sir,

With pleasure do I recall the various occasions on which you enabled me to discuss
questions of the German Evangelical Kirchentag with you in your office. Especially
do I remember the help and the various kind of communal ard state support given to
the Kirchentag in Berlin in 195], whose opening ceremony was attended by the Presi-
dent of the German Democratic Republic and other offidal representatives of the
State, I also remember your promise of last year to allow evangelical church members
from the German Democratic Republic to take part in the Stuttgart Kirchentag in 1952,
To our great regret we found that you had not been able to uphold this promise which
originally you had so readily consented to give. As you yourself said it was not the
German Evangelical Xirchentag that was at fault in this, but rather the development
of the general political situation.

I have been extremely perturbed, however, to read a letter of the Ministry of the .
Interior, dated April 24th and signed "Groetschel", This letter which is addressed

"to the clergy of the evangelical Churches of the German Democratic Republic", has

becn handed to the pastors by representatives of Government offices against a signed
receipt. The letter calumniates the German Evangelical Xirchentag in a way that I

must absolutely repudiate. Thus it says that ".either evangelical piety nor Chris~

tian charity have been the motives of all the manifestations and appeals, but open

and secret partisans of war interests did the subversive business of their masters
there under cover of an appeal to Christian brotherhood." That is what the Ministry

of the Interior maintains in its lotter. '

To this I have to say that Christians will always help wherc they see 2 need and
without asking what caused the nced. That was also the aim of the manifesto of the
Kirchentag in Essen on March 24th, 1953, There we called upon evangelical Christians
to help in overcoming the old and new refugee situation. Every Christian is welcome

at these gatherings of the Kirchentag, also ministers of state and other men in

public life, including those thot the letter of the Minister of the Interior mentions,
In contrast to this letter, however, I'must state that none of them took the floor 6
at that meeting. The German Evangelical Kirchentag has no political masters. Like

the  Church itself, it receives orders only from Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church,
The German Evangelical Kirchentag will not cease to gather Christian men in His

name and in His service. The task He has given us is for the Church and the world

both in East and West, -

(The next paragraph deals with the aécusation against the Church's youth and the
charitable institutions.)

In view of these facts, which weigh heavily on Christendom, I cannot but ask you
again urgently to-grant me an interview and to tell me the day and hour that may be
convenient to you,
(signed) D.Dr. v. Thadden-Trieglaff
President of the German Evangelical Kirchentag

(from “epd")




"Every citizen has complete freedom of belief and conscience. The Republic guarantees
the unimpeded exercise of religion.

"The institutions of religious communities, religious ceremonies and religious in-
struction must not be used for purposes that are in conflict with the Constitution
or in favor of party politics.

"Nevertheless religious communities rctain the right to comment from their point
of view on the basic and practical issues of the people's life."

COMMENTARIES

Bishop Hanns Lilje

At a press conference following the Berlin Synad of the VELKD Bishop Hanns Lilje
‘spoke in some detail of the imprisonment of Deacon Dost who had been called an agent
" of the Gestapo although, at the time, he had organized the lectures of Pastor Lilje

in Leipzig, to which the Gestapo strongly objected. "We shall see to it that things

like these get known" the Bishop said. The DIR action against young Christians, he
said, is unbearable and inexcusable. For a churchmn proceedings of this kind are
simply wrong. To say this is not to express a political point of view...

A pastor who was present at the press conference told how his son, who was given no
opportunity to defend himself, was publicly accused of being a "saboteur and politi-
cal agent" and expelled from secondary school. It was also stated that during a
visit to Vice-Premier Nuschke, Bishop Mitzenheim of Thuringia mentioned that the
church paper "Glaube und Heimat" had been confiscated on account of an article on
"The Truth About the Church's Youth", Nuschke, it was stated, had agreed that the
Bishop's article was entirely objective and had promised to use it as the basis of
a speech in the DDR cabinet.

(from "epad")

‘pi shop Ludolf Mueller

"I think it necessary to tell our congregations that the time of distress for the
Church is here again, Our Church's youth,which is our pride, is publicly attacked as
if it were an illegal anti-Government organization.,.

"Furthermore our congregations are greatly perturbed by the regulation which re-
quires all church meetings to be registered with and approved by the police, This is
true of all meetings beside church services: evangelism meetings, Bible classes, re=-
ligious plays and other meetings, where it is obvious that the aim is only to pro-
claim the Word of God., The organizers are fined and in many places the authorities
are against these meetings taking place in private homes...

"I do not say this in order to accuse anyone. I cannot accuse bocause I know that
since Christ was crucified, suffering is the God-given condition of the Church, As
_far as it is necessary to ask for the rights of the Church according to the Consti-

tution of the DDR, we speak directly to the responsible authorities..."

(from a pastoral letter of April 28th)
(from “"epg")
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Bishop Otto Dibelius

Do not forget the text of Article 41 of the DDR Constitution: ...The first para=
graph is the legal basis of the Church's youth, As for the second paragraph, you
have a right to ask for proof that your Church's youth group = not any group, bhut
your own ~ has ever been misused for purposes that conflict with the Constitution

or for party politics.

The last paragraph is your defence when people object to your speaking out on
general issues on human life at your neetings.

God knows, you may have a good conscience!

(from a pastoral letter to th¢/Church's youth and their parents in the DDR
of April 28th) (from "epd")

Bishop Moxitz Mitzenheim

In a letter read in all the congregations of the Church of Thuringia, Bishop Mit- .
zenheim pointed out that the Church's youth is not an illegal organization but one

of the ways in which the Church serves youth after confirmation, The Church had

tried in vain to get the press to correct its unjustified accusations. The same was
true of all requests for the legal protection of the young people in accordance

with the Constitution. The Sunday paper of the Church of Thuringia, "Glaube und Hei~-
mat" had been confiscated on account of an article explaining the nature of the
Church's youth work. Thus, Dr. Mitzenheim continues, the present letter is the

Bishop's only way of speaking the truth to his congregations. "Do not allow your-
selves to be influenced by threats", the letter continues, "and do not act out of

fear. Take strength from the Word of God and resort frequently to the Lord's Table.
Those who bear their burdens, looking to the Crucified, will be blessed. They will

be free from hate and bitterness, even though they have to bear injustice. They will

be able to forgive and be of good cheer." The Bishop then requests the parents to

stand by their children and to strengthen them in the faith. In conciusion the con= 5
gregations are asked to let the young people feel that they are not alone and to set
them an example of faithfulness to Christ, His Gospel and His Church,

(from "epd") 6
AS WE CQ TO PPESS we receive reports of the following devclopments:

May 18th: An article published in "Neues Deutschland", organ of the (Communist)
Socialist Unity Party, deals with the "misuse of religious freedon" on the part of
the Church"and points out that the law "For the Protection of Peace" provides prison
and hard labor scntences for offenders and that the death penalty may be applied to
those who act "on orders from Governments or their agents."

May 19th: Student Pastor Guenther Brandt of Potsdam near Berlin is taken from his
home at night by policemen in mufti, - The Chief Public Prosccutor of the DIR re-
fuses to take up Bishop Dibelius' request to file a libel suit against those who
attacked the Church's youth. The reason given is that the "organisation of the
Church's youth" is not registered with the Minictry of the Interior and is there-
fore "not authorized",

May 21st: The Consistory of Berlin-Brandenburg replics to thc Chief Public Prosecu-
tor, arguing that the Church's youth work in the form of a {ree association without -
organization had the agreement of the Soviet Occupation Authoritics as carly as 1946.
May 23rd: Deacon Herbert Bohnke (Brandenburg), arrested on March 18th,is condermed
to 8 years' prison.
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE LUTHERAN TASK IN THE NEAR EAST

The first contact with the Arabian world for a westerner is apt to confuse, overwhelm
and surprise him, The Christian who is welcomed by his fellow workers who are at
home in these lands finds a much more congenial atmosphere,

The presence of Dr. Edwin Moll and Chris Christiansen at the airport in Damascus
gave me a sense of happiness and satisfaction, Moll has become for The Lutheran
World Federation and hundreds of visitors the symbol of our common efforts in hold=-
ing up the torch of faith in this area. In six years he has won for the Federation
the respect and confidence of Christians and Moslems, government officials and
religious leaders, the children, the sick, the poor in the Arabian world. In the
relief program among thousands of refugees, in holding trusteeship for mission
societies and in dealing with UNRWA he has shown imagination, courage, and love. We
are thankful to God for Dr. Moll and that his Health is fully restored.

The smiling Dane who has, through perseverance and courage won the right for the
church to do work among refugees in Syria is another good team member, After his ex=
periences of working with prisoners of war, later becoming a prisoner himself in
Russia, and after his work with refugees in Germany he has a soul that is tuned

to human need and training to give competent leadership. These two men were my guides
in the Near East, 3

People I saw, talked to and learned to know left a deep and unforgettable impression
on me. The bitter need of refugees in tents, caves, stables, mosques, or any corner -
that can be found was seen as one looked into the eyes of these once friendly people.
Despair, pain, discontentment, fear, and hatred are in those haunting eyes and voices
as they wait for justice. In one camp the leaders almost mobbed us because they had

too little to eat and too meagre a shelter for the cold. People were dying too fast

they said. As a churchman I was glad to know that in:the name of Christ we have been

able to clothe, feed and give medicines to thousands. But what can one do with so
little among so many?

To talk to Arabian Christians is to learn the fact that in this part of the world

the Christian church has deep and old roots. The visits of delegations from all the
old historic churches on-Second Day Christmas in the Muristan in Jerusalem were both
colorful and significant, Government leaders, community delegations, and Yohammedan
leaders also came to pay their respect to our church and our work on this day. I got
the inpression that Lutheranism has good and constructive contacts with all the old
historic churches (except the Latin), LWF has a good name and reputation in Jordan
among all the elements of society. The policy of helping in the name of Christ all -
groups in need regardless of creed has been a wise witness in this complex situation.
I have a new respect and love for the brethren of the Orthodox and other ancient




churches of the East.

I was not too happy about being identified as an American., Although I represented
the Federation and came as a churchman the fact that I was a westerner, and specifi-
cally an Amcrican, made me realize how deep the cleft between us is becoming, I could
not avoid feeling a deep scnse of responsibility for the political decisions of my
country and the United Nations. The mistakes that have been made by the western
powers are costly in lives, in friends and in political stability. I came msway from
an evening with leaders of Jordan, (political, civil, religious, and military)

where we had some plain talking, terribly disturbcd and thoroughly frightened. I
have never before seen and heard cold, calm hatred so articulately expressed. I pray’
God that my country will change its course and scek justice for these unhappy people,
I cannot be complacent any longer about the Arabian cause,

The future of the Christian church in the Near East is difficult to assess. The

strategy of the mission groups who have worked in-Palestine and Syria may nced a
re-evaluation in the light of changing conditions. The fact that relief work with
generous support from several new groups has made a new impact on Arabian life, may .
cause us to examine whether or not we nced a2 combined ap=roach in our total mission
task.

The Cormmission on World Missions is the logical forum for a careful study of the
future mission plans in this section of the world, The impulses from the more ex=-
perienced societies and the newer arrivals nced to be fused into a plan of action,
One nceds to realize that Lutheranism has bth a unique and significant réle in
relation to the older churches existing there and a real job in its missionary
activities through the small but growing group of Lutheran congregations that exist.

Carl E. Luad-Quist

(Dr. Carl Lund-Quist visited the Kingdom of the Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria in the
early part of this year.)

FROM THE GENEVA OFFICE

MEKXORANDUM @

Date: March 17, 1953
TO: All LWF Workers FROM: Reuben C. Baetz, LWF Geneva

Here is good news indeed. Official statistics just relcased by the Intergovernmental
Committee for European Migration on refugee migrants moved through the assistance
of travel loans between February 1, 1952 and December 81, 1952 indicate that The
Lutheran World Federation is in a class all of its own. Out of the eleven partici-
pating international agencies, LWF was in top position by resettling 2752 refugee
migrants, which was over 700 more tlan the number moved by the second place agency,
the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, which resettled 2018 migrants., The Anerican Joint
Distribution Committee stood in third place with 2017 migrants to its credit. The
National Catholic Welfare Conference, which in the DP resettlement period was always
the top agency, stood in fourth place with 1134 cases resettled, The World Council
of Churches found visas and granted passage loans to 1068. The newly organized
International Catholic Migration Committee assisted 630 individuals financially and
through visa procurement. Of the five remaining participating agencies Tolstoi
Foundation moved 423, the International Rescue Committee 213, United Ukrainian Re—




m"’-‘%

i T
W

o g

lief Committee 136, Schweizer Europahilfe and Social Service 85, and Entr'aide
Ouvriére Internationale 84.

LWF assisted refugees to no less than 18 different countries from practically every
country of Western Europe, By far the greatest majoritiy were refugees from Germany,
But emphasis on resettling refugees from Western Europe did not prevent LWF from
helping victims of persecution in China. Thirteen very difficult Lutheran cases were
assisted to new homes the world over from Hong Kong.

Among countries receiving Lutheran sponsored migrants, Canada received by far the
largest number, providing homes for no less than 2000 out of the 2752 LWF sponsored
migrants. The Intergovernmental Migration Cormittee assisted LWF in financing the
program through grants, totalling more than $ 275,000 in the eleven-months period.
The Lutheran refugee migrants themselves have responded encouragingly in repaying
their resettlement loans granted to them by their churches' migration agency.

In addition to the 2752 cases who received outright help through resettlement loans,
thousands of other refugee migrants were assisted by LWF workers in procuring visas,
in processing centers and in numerous other tech:ical details.

While 1952 was a successful year in LiF resettlemsnt activities, it appears as if in
1953 even 1arger numbers will be assisted by LWF. Barring unforeseen intcrnational
crises it is conservatively estimated that in 1953 over 5000 Lutheran refugees will
be assisted to find new homes in countries the world over,

LWF - LA PROCEDUZRES
(As Amended by LWF-LA Gommlttpe on Dec. 18 1952)

1. The prlmary purposes of LWF-LA are:

a) to provide a spiritual ministry to Lutheran immigrants in Latin America;

b) to assist in the development of the Lutheran Church in Latin America by pro-
viding pastoral care for scattered groups and by assisting in the organization
of congregations;

¢) to stimulate the cultivation of relations between Lutheran bodies in Latin
America, as well as with the LWF and its member churches.

2., The occasion for the creation of the LWF-LA Committee is to be found in the large
numbers of Lutheran immigrants and residents in certain Latin American countries
where there is no organized Lutheran church, in the recognized need of strengthening
the existing Lutheran congregations and synods, and in the hope of establishing a
greater bond of fellowship not only with the Lutheran churches in Europe and North
America but within Latin America itself,

3. The following fields of activity illustrate the proper functions of the Committee:

a) to study the religious needs of Lutherans in areas of Latin America where no
services exist, and to render assistance where requested, as funds permit;

b) to gather Lutherans of various linguistic backgrounds where no organized Luther—
an church exists, provide them with pastoral services and help them to establish
their own congregations;

¢) to assist in integrating immigrants into existing Lutheran churches;

d) to cooperate in holding conferences of Lutheran churches and missions in Latin
America;

e) to stimulate common projects such as the provision of literature, the establish-
ment of Christian training centers, etc,
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4, This purpose outlined above is to be accomplished through cooperative action of

as many LWF National Committees as express their desire to participate. (The present
committee, as authorized by the LWF Executive Committee, comsists of the official
representatives of the following National Committees: Brazil, Germany, Norway, Sweden,
and the United States.) The President of LWF appoints the committce from names sub-
mitted by the National Committees. '

5. All work is to be coordinated in the office of the Executive Secretary, now
located in New York. The Executive Secretary also serves as director of the NIC
Division of Lutheran Cooperation in Latin Americz which, in addition to the work out-
lined above, is also committed to the cultivation of mission work in the Spanish
language, In both instances, the financial support of the programs is not a regular
charge on the parent organizations but is to be provided by the cooperating bodies
in LWF and NLC respectively,

6. LWF-LA operates on the basis of a program and policies laid down by its Committee
which meets at least once a ycar. AlL policy statements shall be submitted to the
Executive Committee of LWF for approval. An annual budget is to be prepared by the .
Committee and submitted to the participating National Committeces with a request for ,
consideration and support. A special LWF-LA bank account receives all funds for the : :
work; at present checks may be drawn by the Executive Secretary of the Committce,
the Executive Secretary of the USA Committee, the Executive Secretary of LWF or the
Trecasurer of LWF,

CHART OF THE LWF ORGANIZATION

In our last issue but one (No. 14/15) we published a provisional sketch showing the
new organization of the LWF and its branches of work as set up by the Hannover ls-
sembly. The chart that you will find on the next page is an attempt to show this
organization graphically. At the same time it atterpts to give a rough idea of the
geographical location of the Lutheran member churches and of the work of the LHT
service departments in various continents. Further copies and mats of this chart aie
obtainable free of charge upon request from the LWF Information Office in Geneva.

FROM THE CHURCHES ‘

GERKANY .

RULES OF CHURCH LIFE (3) (cf. our last two issues)

L1V, OF DIVINE WORSHIP

1. In obedience to God's command and trusting in His promises the church' gathers for
divine worship in ordor to experience His prescnce in Word and Sacrament. Wherever
the Word of God is purely preached and the Sacraments are administered according to
the commandments of Christ, it is the Lord Himself who is present to give men His
graco, There the Holy Chost calls, assembles, cnlightens, sanctifies and upholds the
church, There the church prays, intercedes and praises God and adores His majesty and
glory, It sings His praises in its hymns and brings its offerings before Him. Thus

in prayer, praise and offering it returns to God what He has given. The Word of God
calls the church to these actions, which it calls its liturgy.

Divine worship relates the church across all boundaries and divisions to the faith~
ful of all cges and places and with the church triumphant before the throne of God,
In the midst of this world, it awaits the returnd the Lord,
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2, The church building shall serve for the assenbly of the congregation znd the glory
of God, The living voice of the Gospel is preached from the pulpit., The body and
blood of Christ are given to the faithful at the altar. At the font, Ged receives

us into His covenant, making us His children and members of His churcha In the house
of God the congregation receives the Lord's blessing,

3. To all men God has given the commandment: "Remcuber the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy". Therefore Christian congregations shall assemble for divine worship above all
on Sunday, the day of the Lord's resurrection; and on the Church's festival dayse
Those who hear this call from God will experience the alternate change of work and
rest as a gift of God.

The members of the church are called to real and bodily fellowship. Therefore no
Christian shall stay away from divine worship except in cases of urgent need, else
he loses the blessing received through Christian fellowship and weakens the testi-
mony of the congregation, Those who must stay at home shall participate in the wor-
~aship of the church by meditzting upon the Holy Scritures or listening to a broadcast
‘ervice. Those who cannot participate for reasons of sickness or other distress shall
know that. they are remembered in the prayers of the worshipping church, Thus the
entire church and all its members shall endeavot to honor the Lord's Day as a divine
gift and to avoid all that may prevent them from receiving its blessings.

4, The Sunday service of the church shall consist of preaching, prayer and the Lord's
Supper celebrated together as one act of worskip according to the tradition of the
ancient church and the use of the Reformers (Acts II, 42.).

5. The church is called to proclaim the Gospel and to pray and praise God also on
week-days. It shall try to accomplish this by celebrating daily services (morning
and evening prayers) aad by calling its members to gather around the Word and Sacra-
ment. The places of worship shall remain open ~ at least at certain hours = for the
use of those who during the weck, amid tic turmoil of the day, seek peace before the
face of God., The church bells shall call the faithful not only to common worship but
also to daily prayer.

istian families shall gather overy day for family prayers. No-one shall go to
is work without prayer, receive his food without thanksgiving or lie down to sleep
without calling upon God's protection. The cnd of the weck shall serve especially for
the spiritual preparation of Sunday. The father and mother shall be responsible for
the spiritual life of their household. For this they shall use the Bible and-a bible-
reading pian, the Psalas, which are the prayers of the Church, the hymnal and the
Catechism, There are other aids such as the daily watch-words of the Morovian Erethren
Christian calendars and books of prayers. The morning prayers which are broadcast
dally shall also help to prepare Christian men and women for their daily ta.sksn

6. All worship in the church and in the home-shall kelp Christians to make their whole
life an act of worship (Romans XII, 1 and 2). Thus only may they serve God aright
and be His witness in their family, houschold, work and vocation,

V OF CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

R T e i

1. The greatest treasurc of the Church is the message of the forgiveness of sins,
Where there is forgiveness of sins, there also is 1ife and blessedness. That this
treasure might be administered, God has not only instituted the ministry and given us
the Sacraments but has also instituted the office of the keys. He has given His Church
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authority to remit and retain sins in the power of the Holy Spirit (Mtt. XVIII,15-20),
The fellowship of Christians can exist only where this authority is exercised; for
unforgiven sin destroys our communion with God and our fellowship with onc another,
Forgiveness creates them both anew, Since no Christian can rightly know his own

heart and his life and cannot forgive his own sin, the office of the keys shall

help him and in his sin, weazkness and temptation give him the confort of the Holy
Spirit out' of the Word of God. Christians receive this confort in confession and
absolution.

2, Those who go to confession shall confess their sins and receive the forgiveness
or absolution from their confessor as coming from God Himself, They shall not doubt
but firmly believe that thereby their sins are forgiven before the face of God in
heaven,

The church knows both individual and common confession. Those who corpare their
lives with the Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount or other portions of the
Scripture and, by thus realizing their various sins, know themselves to be lost sinners
before God, shall put aside all false sense of shame and entrust themselves io a '
confessor. To him they shall confess their sins in repentance and humility and re-
ceive from him the assuvrance of forgiveness, gain new certitude of the love of God
and thus find comfort and peace. In common confession the penitent confess their
guilt as sinners among sinners and receive absolution either singly with the laying
on of hands or together through the words of absolution addressed to all. Individual
and common confession supplement each other and mutually guarantee their right use.
Individual confession shall help us to take common confession seriously acd to con=
fess also certain definite individual sins. Common confession shall show us that we
must also ask forgiveness for unknown and unacknowledged sins and avoid all unhealthy
introspection,

8. No one shall despise confession and absolution for it gives peace with God and
freedom for a new life, Therefore Christian people shall go to confession not only
before the celebration of the Lord's Supper but also at all other times. Those who

do not confess their sins shall know that the office of the keys has authority also
to retain sins, i.e. to refuse'the remission of sins, and that absolution includes the
commandment to avoid old sins. [

4, The forgiveness of sins is the chief factor in the cure of souls. Therefore the
ministers of the Word shall at all tines be ready to hear confessions and to give
absolution, The best place for this is the pastor's study or the vestry of the church,
But any conversation with a person seeking spiritual help may become a confession

‘and culminate in the assurance of the forgiveness of sins. Not only the pastors, as
regular confessors, may hear confessions and absolve, but every Christian, whom a
brother asks‘for help in need, may hear his confession and, if he truly repents, re-
mit his sins.

5. The pastors are by their ninistry under obligation to keep the secret of con-
fession absolutely, even before the courts of law, The same applies to all other
Christians who receive the confession of a brother. The secret of confession must
be kept even if the confessor should have to suffer for it.

(to be continued)




FRANCE '

FOR THE FTZST TIME IN HISTORY A PASTOR I. CANDIDATE FOR CHURCH PRESIDENCY

For the first time in the history of the Lutheran Church in Alsace-lLorraine since-
the establishment of the Concordat between Church and State by Napoleon, a gather-—
ing of pastors in Strasbourg has put up one of their number as candidate for the
presidency of the Church's Directoriun. The candidate is the Rev. Jean Bresch,
pastor in Colmar and editor of the weekly church paper "Le Messager Evangélique",
The meeting was called when it becare known that ¥r. Robert Hoepffner, the actual
President of the Directorium would shortly retire.

The following are the texts of the two motions voted by the meeting:

- e me o= e

The pastors of the Church of the Augebvrg Confession in Alsace and Lorraine, assembled
on March 23rd, 1853, have taken cognisance of the int ption, which the President of
the Directorium has expressed on several occasions, to go into retirement. They ex-
‘press their sincere thanks to the President for all the services he has rendered the
Church during his tenure of office. They take this occasion to declare thet a funda-
mental problem arises here. The Church's faith in Jesus Christ its Lord and in the
Holy Scriptures and the respect which it owes to its confession of faith imply that
the direction of the Church be conceived as a ministry. Although we understand that,
in accordance with the Concordat, the president be appointed by the government, it
is our earnest wish that the apnrointment be made according to the point of view ex-~
posed above. Most of the nastors are certain that a man who is thcologically trained
and has served as a pastor in the church would be particularly qualified for this
miﬂis.try. i et R, iy b k. ek v
(present 84; for 69; against 4; abstontions 11)
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The pastors of the Church of the Augsburg Confession in Alsace and Lorrainé asscmbled
in pastoral conference on March 23rd, 1953, herewith ask the Rev, Jean Bresch, Li-
. centiate of Laws, to stand as candidate for the presidency of the said Church's

firectorium, the vacancy of which is to 2ll intents and purposes established, In
rder to conform to the law of the 18th Germizal of the year X, governing the or-
ganization of the Protestant Religion in Alsace and Lorraine, the Rev. Jean Bresch
will resign from his pastoral ministry on the day on which his candidature to this
office is accepted,
(present 92; for 80; against none; abstentions 12)

The Background is formed by the "Organic Articles of the 18th Germinal of the
year X (April 8th, 1802) Concerning the Organization of the Protestant Religion",
These articles which were promulgated by Napoleon have romained until today the
basic constitution of the Church of the Augsburg Confession. They read as follows:

1. None but a Frenchman shall exercise the pastoral ministry.
2, The Protestant churches and their ministers shall have no relations with a foreign
* power or authority.

3. The pastors and the ministers of the different Protestant cormunions shall pray
for and at the celbrations of church sorvices?h@&ﬂi upon the faithful to pray for
the prosperity of the French Republic and for the Zonsuls.

4. No doctrinal or dogmatic decision, no confession of faith or any other ecclesias-
tical text shall be published or taught until the government has emthorized its
pronulgation or publication. .
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5. No changes in the discipline of the Church shall be made without the same autho-
rization.

6. The Council of State shall decide concerning all the undertakings of the clergy
and suchyas might arise between the ministers. # disagreements

7« The ministers of the consistorial churches shall be provided with salaries...

8. The provisions of the organic articles for the exercise of the Catholic religion
concerning the freedom of endowments and the kinds or categories of assets that
may be used for that purpose shall also apply to the Protestant churches.

(Articles 9. = 14. deal with "academies or scminaries for the training of ministers")

The "Directoire" and its President: The "Directoire" is the highest administrative
organ of the Church. It is composed of two lay members elected by the Church's

central consultative assembly or "Consistoire Supérieur", and three members appointed
by the government, of whom one is a pastor and two laymen. The pastor is chosen by

the government among the seven "Ecclesiastical Inspectors", the heads of the Church's
seven districts. The two lay members are the President and the Vice~President of the
"Directoire". The latter is appointed by the President of the French Republic upon -
advice of the Ninister of the Interior. Since he is a layman by definition it is '
generally considered that a pastor who could eventually be appointed to this office’
must resign from the ministry, Official procedure knows of no formal candidatures

for the office of president of the 'Directoire", the choice having in the past always
been made among jurists or civil servants who were members of the Lutheran church.

U. S. A,

A _STUDY OF ADJUSTMENT OF 695 RESETTLED REFUGEE FAMILIES AS REPORTED BY THEMSELVES

Introduction

During the years 1949, 1950, and 1951, the energics of the Lutheran Resettlement

Service were directed toward the sccuring of assurances for displaced persons, who

were still in Europe wanting to immigrate to the United States, and toward meeting

the boats and'planes, which almost daily brought families and individuals to the

United States., Of necessity little time or thought could be given to the persons, who
had arrived and who had been resettled in a community, other than to take care of .
emergent situations as they arose and to assist in the solution of problems, when

such aid was requested by the displaced person, the sponsor, the pastor, other in=~
terested persons, Lutheran Resettlement Area Committees, or others.

At the beginning of the program it was recognized that the work with the arrived per-
sons would have to be done by the local communities, with the national office giving
consultative service, The Lutheran Resettlement Service adopted the policy that the
persons arriving under the Displaced Persons Act were entitled to the same rights

and privileges as others living in the community, if the qualifications for eligibi=-
lity were met, At all times the use of local agencies and local resources has been
urged in meeting the needs of the new neighbors. We hoped that the newly arrived
person would be accepted by the community and that he in turn would accept the comn~
munity, making allowances for the differences in the nores, in the cultures, in the-
day to day living and working, in the new home and in the one he had left in Europe.

Because of the belief that the adjustment of the displaced person was a responsibi-
lity of the local community, the national office did not receive from many of the
families reports as to their adjustment in their new hones and jobs. However, at all
times it was hoped that we could devote some tire to finding out how the people had
adjusted to a new way of living and working,
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Barly in 1952, when the number of arrivels begen to lessen, wc were able to direct
our efforts toward learning more about the persons whom we had sponsoreda

However, we realized that to be of value, any information requested from the re—~
settled persons which would tell us of their adjustment and which would enable us

to answer some of the questions raised in relation to the Displated Persons Program,
had to be secured in a way which would encourage a free expression of their thinking
and feelings., Therefore, a brief questionnaire, which ealisted their help in making
this study of the adjustment of displaced persons in a comaunity, was sent to each
family unit which had arrived, by boat during 1948, 1949, and June of 1950, and, by
airflight in 1949, 1950, and 1951.

This report is nasad on the 1nfornation taken from 695 questionnaires, covering the
period from October 1948 through June 30, 1949, No attempt will be made to draw con-
clusions from a sanple of that size as it represents only about one third of the total
number of questionnaires returned, However, it is believed that some valid statcments
can be made if we consider that for the period of October 1948 through June 20, 1949,
1307 questionnaires were sent out, and 728 were returned. Of these 695, or 53.17%
were tabulated.
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Criticism has been directed against the displaced person, because he has not stayed
with his sponsor and has moved fronm the area of original settlement, However, we
found that 136 families or 19.58% of the 695 families are still with their sponsors.
When considering the 559 femilies or 80.42% which have left their sponsors, it must
be remembered that housing and job sponsors had to be provided and when these were
not the same persons, the displaced person named the one who furnished the houging
as his sponsor, He may have been a relative or interested friend, who housed then
only until other living arrangements could be made., Also when church congregations,
organizations, agencies, Lutheran Resettlement Scrvice areca committees were named
as sponsors, and arrangenments for housing and cmployment were nade hfter arrival, the
family has considered that it is no longer with the sponsor.

It was also found that, although therc has becn novement from the place of original
settlement, it has been confined to a relatively small area. 451 families or 64,.89%

"have remained in the state of original settlemert, 199 fanilies or 28.63% have lived

in two states, while 41 fanilies or 5.82% have lived in thrce states. The number of
families living in more than thrce states is negligible and movement was due to un-
usual circumstances.

The movenent of people cannot be understood without giving consideration to why there
is the nced to move. The fanilies shared with us their rcasons for leaving their
sponsors and stated them in a positive way, leaving. with us the impression that this
had been another experience and that, whether it was a good one or a bad one, some=
thing couid be taken from it and used in working through a new situation,
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The principsl applicant of each family group had an assurance of a job when he ar-
rived which had becen secured by the Lutheran Rescl'l cment Service. It was most often
not in his profesiion, However, the rcasons for leaving the sponsor would indicate
that he continuously sought to find work, if not in his chosen field, in one that
was allied to it. Or he found some work in which hewas interested. Rescttled persons
are represented in the industries, arts, and sciences,
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Thirteen principal applicants who are professionals stated that they were working
out of their profession and not in a related field, Two had found jobs in their
professions and were ready to enter them within six or eight weeks after the ques—
tionnaire had been completed. The other eleven were given help in finding work in
their own profession. No attempt is made in this study to learn whether or not they

secured the desired employment,

Twenty nine principal applicants listed the employment of 45 other family members,
who are employed as: clerks; nurses; domestics; teachers; factory workers; laborers;
doctors; electricians; farmers; dressmakers.

515 children, representing 295 families, are attending school. It is significant
that 70 are attending senior high school, which is beyond the compulsory school age
and/or the attendance requirement in many states, and that 56 are attending college.
One student stated he was attending college on a scholarship, Although not mentioned,
it is possible that others have scholicrships,

Declarations of Intention to become citizens of the United States do not havc the '
same significance under Public Law 414 - Inmigration and Nationality Act - as it had
under previous legislation, since it is no longer required for citizenship. There

are industrial plants which still require a Declaration of Intention for certain

types of employment,but this affects only a small number of aliens. The fact that

591 or 85.03% of the principal applicants have filed Declarations of Intention re=—
flects the attitude of the displaced persons to become a real part of the country

in which they are living and to participate in #11 its rights and privileges,

The displaced persons-are interested in the church, 652 families or 93.82% are
members of - some church, Of this number 586 families or 89.87% belong to the Luther-
an church,

Eleven of those who stated they were not church members volunteered that they at-
tended a church, but were not members, because there was no church of their choice
in the community. Others stated the church was located too far away and they had no
means of transportation.

Item 9 on the questionnaire: "If you have had experiences which you would like to ‘
share with us, please write them in the space below.", was used by 357 families or
51.50% to tell what has happened to them and their families since arrival and to seek
help with matters about which they are concerned.

Their statements reveal their feelings and their attitudes and tell the story of
their new life in America. It is a story of accomplishments, successes, failures,
disaprointments, and disillusiomments. It is a story that shows strength, a deter-
mination to move ahead, but never completely wipes out the experiences of the past,

The only conclusion which can be reached after studying the replies to our question-
naire is, that the displaced persons are no longer displaced persons, but have be-
come parts of the communities and the countries in which they are living. They are
participants in community activities and contribute through their employment, through
the attendance of their children in the shools, through their interest in the church.
They have shown an interest beyond their homes and local communities by declaring
their intentions to become United States citizens. They share the protection of their
new home land through the services of their sons in the Armed Services.
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However, this conclusion is based only on the statements made by the families after
a three year residence-in the United States. No consideration has been given to
agency records and no contacts have becen iade with the persons to learn what posi-

'tive and what negative factors have gone into the process of becom&ng integrated

into a community,
(from 2 report by Lutheran Resettlement Service)

SWEDEN

THE DIAKONISTYRELSE

The following lines are taken from a folder published by the Swedish Church's'
"Diakonistyrelse" - an untranslatable word, at best rendered by something like
"Directing Board for the Voluntary Services of the Church" - on the occasion of the
Olavus Petri Collection which during the last five months was taken in various
forms throughout the Church of Sweden in order to finance the "Diakonistyrelse's"
work.

Its Nature

The Church of Sweden serves the Word of God in its congregatlons and dioceses. But
the needs of our time cannot all be met by the individual congregat:on and diocese
alone. They need a common effort and common thought. It is in this context that the
Diakonistyrelse wants to serve. As the Church of Sweden.has a central board for its
foreign mission work,so it disposes of a central organ for its work at home. The Dia=
konistyrelse was set up in 1910, when H.M, the King promulgated its statutes. Its .
aims are to "promote the davelopment of congregational life and Christian works of -
love in the Church of Sweden" in collaboration with the dioceses and with the
clergy and laity in the parishes. It is not a "Directing Board" in the usual sense,
since it does not give orders, Its aim is to serve the Church ~ hence the term:
"Diakoni" in its name, But it has nothing to do with deacons' or deaconesses' in-
stitutions. The Archbishop of Sweden is the Diakonistyrelse's President ex officio.
The members are elected by the Church Assembly and, half of them must be laymen. Ac—
counts must be rendered to the Caurch Assembly, the auditor being appointed by H.M.
the Klngo

" Its Work

In the course of time the work of the Diakonistyrelse has expanded in many directions.
Some of the tasks it hagtaken up seem so obvious that people sometimes forget that

it is! the Diakonistyrelse that does them... But what would happen e.g., if the various
congregations should themselves have to plan and prepare Sunday School lessons and
material or train Sunday School teachers? In this field it is the Diakonistyrelse's
Sunday School Committee and Secretariate that does the work.

The teachxng of religion in our schools is an important stronghold in the strugglp :
for the nation's soul., One of the tasks of the Diakonistyrelse is to keep in touch .
with the school authorities, the teachers and future teachers. This is done in col-
laboration with the Christian Federation of Teachers and the Christian Vovement of
Teachers' Training College Pupils of Sweden, A periodical "Church and School® is-
edited by the Diakonistyrelse's Secretary for Schools and Teachers' Training Colleges.

Scoutwork among boys and girls has proved helpful in.many parishes., Through 1ts
Scout Committees and its two secretaries who work in the Scout movement, the Diako-—
nistyrelse attempts to bring Christian influences to bear upon this fle1d of work.
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Historically speaking, the most important results have perhaps been achieved in the
field of the church's youth activities. The present situation has brought new tasks
with it. Youth activities are organized on a diocesan level, but a central institu~
tion is needed to prepare materials, train leaders and keep up contacts with movements
in other countries., The Youth Secretariate takes care of all this in close operation
with the National Federation of the Church's Youth. Recently the Christian high
school pupils' movement has integrated its travelling secretariate in the Diakoni~
styrelse, This has provided the latter with new and important work among the high
school pupils where the conflict of ideologies is at its sharpest.

In contemporary church life, increasing emphasis is given to the work of study
groups. These groups need guidance, study materials and trained leaders, The Dia-
konistyrelse's secretary for popular education is at the same time director of
studies in the Swedish Church's Study Union. Thus he is able to do good work in
collaboration with the diocesan study group organizations,.

The rapid developments that have taken place in the social situation of this
country must be closely followed by the Church and receive Christian inspiration. '
The whole structure of our society is undergoing considerable change. Traditional

norms and forms are no longer valid. In both church and society there is a great

deal of hesitation as to the way we should follow. The Comsittee and Secretariate

on Social Problems collect material and experiences from the fields of theology, the
social sciences and practical work, so as to find ways in which the church can per-

form its tasks in contemporary society.

Evangelism, the cure of souls, catechetical teaching, the promotion of laymen's work
in the parishes -~ all these are burning problems today. It is here that the Com-
mittee and Secretariate on Congregational Life make their contribution,

The radio, press and cinema are today battlefields on which various spiritual forces
struggle for supremacy. Here we have the possibility of a Christian attack. Thus
our Radio and Film Committee hulds a highly strategic position. Week by week the
Diakonistyrelse's church paper "Var Kyrka" (Our Church) follows the opinions and
discussions of our time, comments on them and takes part in the debate, At the same
time it serves as the central organ of the Church. The Diakonistyrelse is also
closely linked with the Church Press Bureau so that both together have great possi-
bilities for forming public opinion,

OQur secretaries travel regularly and frequently and participate in courses and con-
ferences. This enables the Diakonistyrelse to be of direct service also in local
church work.

The office of the Diakonistyrelse and its secretariate advise the parishes in legal
and economic matters. The building-loan-fund is able td give considerable help e.g.
in building local charitable institutions in the parishes. This part of our activity
includes also the superv1sion of a number of foundations, scholarshlps and the ad~
ministration of various funds belonging to the Church,

Hihg Pays?

It is obvious that so widespread an activity costs money. We have to pay some thirty
secretaries, clerical staff, stenographers, etc. Our offices, which are filled to
capacity, have to be rented. Journeys‘cost money. Ever increasing sums are needed for
various branches of the church's work. A1l in all our annual budget amounts to some
700,000 Crowns,
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With the exception of the right to reduced postagc, which is otherwise accorded

to government offices, and a contribution of not more than 14,000 Crowns to the
salaries it pays, the Diakonistyrelse rececives no help from public funds. The pub-
lication house, which is an indcpendent business company, has limited the issue of
shares to 6% and gives its excess profits to the Diakonistyrelse. In 1951 they
amounted to some 45,000 Crowns. Yuch wuld have remeined undone without this help,
But by far the largest source of income arc voluntary gifts and offerings. The of-
ferings of the last Day of Prayer amounted to about 135,000 {rowns, Some people
think of the Diakonistyrelse as an official department, which needs no voluntary, .
support, That is wrong. Its entire work lcpends upon the support that the church
people give it by their prayers and their offerings. It is not easy for the Dia-
konistyrelse to "beg" for money, sincc its work is complex and not always easy to
understand. Nor does it as casily appeal to everybody's feclings and spirit of
sacrifice as for example foreign missi ons or inter-church aid,

It is hard to work in a field wherg new possibiiities for action in the cause of
Christ are opening up all the time yet to be unable to take up many & them for lack

.of‘ funds., If the Diakonistyrelse is to be that instrument which the Church neccds

in its service of the Lord today,-it requires the church people's whole~heartéd
confidence and spirit of sacrifice.

NORWAY

HOW A COUFIPNATION VANUAL COMES INTO PTILG

3

I. The unﬁarsigned commitiee, set up by the Bishops' Conference in 1952, herewith
issues an invitofion to compete for the best confirmation manuals, according to the

. rules provided in the printed proposals of the Confirmation Manual Committee in

1949..,

II. The following rules are laid down for the further guidance of the competitors:
1, The book is to bc planncd as 2 ranucl and aid for confirmation classes. It

6 should be the property of the confirmation candidates. It must aim 2t helping the

confirmands rightly to use the Bible, and to familiarize themselves with the hymnal
end the scrvice of our church. It nust furthermore provide 2 lucid and brief ex-
position of Christian faith and doctrine in accordance with Luther's Small Cate—~
chism,.. :

2, It must allow the pastor a certain amount of latitude in his method of teaching
and not tie him down to a hard and fast systen.

3. It might well be adapted to a particular situstion (e.g. countryside, villages,
or confirmation schools). Two types of books might thus be imagined; one for con=
firmationfclasses in the country. On the other hend it should not presuppose a
particular order of confirmation but should be usable in conjunction with the old,
new or intermediate order. #schools, the other for towns or the normel confirmetion
4. There should be 2 clear distinction between teaching and reading materials,
Excrcises should be provided for thosc pastors who use them. The book rust not

take up more than 100 pages of the usual format...

S, NSS must be submitted by January 1st, 1954 to tic Bishops office, Stavanger in
two typewritten copies... Each copy should include a scaled sheet with the

author's name and maddress. The author's name must not figure on the MS or the
parcel or otherwise be published before the jury has completed its work,
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III. The Bishops' Conference did not consider it necessary to %ound a prize, since
the book or books that will be chosen and recommendcd, will allow its author to ob=
tain reasonable royalties,..

The jury consists of Bishop Karl Marthinussen, Pastos 0lav Gautestad and Xare Steylen

and General Secretary Martin Tveter. - .
(from Norsk Xirkeblad)

PARLIAMENT ACCEPTS A COMPLOMISE ON CHU: "H CONSTITUTION (cf our last two issues)

After a debate in which some 40 deputies took part the Norwegian Parliament has pas-

sed an act authorizing periodical joint meetings of the diocesan councils of the
established Lutheren church, The act corresponds to a subsidiary motion prescnted by

a minority group within the parliamentary strnding committe on church and education,

It is a compromise between the proposals of a church comiission, which wented a re-
organization of the church's constitution, including thc creation of a central Church
Council for the whole of Norway, and thc opinion-of the standing committee's majority
which desired the preservation of the status quo. The new act represents a middle .
way in that it authorizes a new oracticc without creating a new institution as origi- '
nally proposed. It reads as follows:

"Once in the course of their mandate (i.e. every four years) all the diocesan councils
shall gather for a joint meceting in order to exchange experiences and discuss their
common tasks. The placc and time for the first meeting shall be determined by the
Bishop of 0slo. It shall be his duty to prepare and call the meeting, report to it

on the work & the church and present problems ard tasks of the church for discussion.
The joint reeting shall elect a chairman, vice-chairmen and secretary. The meeting
shall have no authority to pass laws that could be binding for the diocesan councils
in the exercise of their functions."

The delegates at the first meeting will be all the bishops and, Srom cvery one of the
nine diocesecs, one pastor and three laymen = altogether 27 laymen and 18 clergymen.
The original proposals for a Church Council had provided for only two laymen per
diocese, but included representatives from the two theological faculties, an educator
and a jurist,

The institution of democratically elccted organs in the Church of Norway goes back ‘
to 1920 when the creation of parochial councils was first authorized, The diocesan
councils were created in 1934,

HOLLAND

THE LUTHERAN CHURCHES HELP

Since tragedy came to our land help has come from so many parts of the Lutheran church
of the world, so much has been offcred and giventowfrom all parts of the Lutheran
world that we can hardly enumerate them all. It would be easy to forget something., It
may even be that we do not know of all that has been given, but it is neverthclcss
good to mention even a part, It is in this and similar international church projects
of helpfulness that we come to a better understanding of what ecumenicity really neans.,
We have already reported that the Danish Church was the first to show us sympathy.
From hor we received a large shipment of clothing and blankets. A large part of the
enormous help which came to us from other Scandinavian countrics reached us through
the government, the Red Cross and Inter-Church Aid, A large part of this came, of
course, from Lutheran congrerations, We think particularly of Finland which made great
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@fforts in this matter. The Norwegian Church sent its own represcntatives to see
wvhat help was most necded, From Germany we received gifts of moncy and clothing
from various sources. The most touching was a shipment of clothing from Bavaria,

of which not a small part camc from camps of refugecs. We had just sent a shipment
) of bales to Bavaria for these people who themselves suffered so much need, They

[ wrote: "We arc grateful to be abie to give something of the 1little which we have,
because we know what it is like %¢ be in need..." In Kiel collections were received
especially for pastoral needs among those affected by the flood., Offerings were
received from 3000 congregations.

The small and young Lutheran Chuwrch in Italy must not be forgotten. On two Sundays
collections were made in all congregations. The same was done in Avstria., The Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Canada was one of the first to spend a large sum, while
the Lutheran Church of the United States immcdiatoly gove § 20,000 for help in the
stricken arcas of England, Belgium, and Holland, And so the list might go on.

With the representative of the Lutheran World Federation who visited our country,
plans bhave been made for the effective use of the money. The Synodical Commission

. decided to use LUF as a means through-which the funds could be used to sccure
furniture for the stricken population. The furniturc is to be made in refugee camps
in Bavaria where there arc workshops and equipment but wherce the pecople often lack
opportunities to put their ability to use. In this way we can kill two birds with
one stone: thosc who have lost their homes rcceive work andour evacuated neighbors
receive new furniture. This will then be onc of the first projects of the new "Lu~
theran orld Service"...

(from"Evangelish-Luthers Weelkhlad")
NEWS IN BRIEF

Church Life: 200,000 pecople or 8% of the pooulation attend church every Sunday in

e

Finland. About 1 million listen to broadcast services. == Canadien government sta-
tistics show that 440,000 pcople call themselves Lutherans. About 200,000 of these

figuro on the records of Lutheran churches. -~ The cathedral chapter of VHsteras
(Sweden) has voted a motion against adwitting women to the nministry of the Swedish
?Whurch.

' 'Theologiga; Training: Theological students in the German Democratic Icpublic must
now like students of other faculties nut in a certain amount of time in practical
work, The church authorities will organize this service in various instituticns of

the church, ~- The Batak Church (HXBP) has recently ordained 40 pastors, thus increas—
ing its clergy by 50%. 'reparation for ordination as "pandita" includes not only _
normal schooling and theological training but also training as a tcacher and practice
as a teacher-cvangelist.

Edueation: A proposal to make rcligious instruction voluntary in Swedish schools

has been turned down by the Swedish minister of education. -- Eleven new Sunday
schools were founded in Norway in 1952, During the same period a‘tendance’rose by
7600. Altogether Sunday school pupils number 250,000 with 14,000 ‘teachers,

Meetings: A conference to study the hlstory,culture, and present nccds of American
Indians was recently held in Minneapolis, Minn, 'at the request of the NLC Division

of Welfare, -~ A Slovak Lutheran delegation headed by Bishop General Jan Chabada
attended the Synod meeting of the Lutheran Church of Hungary early in March. This

was the first official exchange of visitors between the two churches snce 1918 when
the Slovalk Lutheran Church became independent, -- The 24th General Convention of the
Church of Sweden will meet in Stockholm from ¥ay-11th to 14th, Among the specakers

will be Bishop Hanns Lilje, President of the LWF,

Films: The world premidre of the film "Martin Luther" sponsored by the Lutheran
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Churches of the USA will take place on May 4th in Minneapolis, ¥inn., The film hag ™
been selected as "picture of the month" by the Protestant Motion Picture Council,==
A French film on Luther, directed by Jean Delannoy, in which Pierre Fresnay plays
the reformer, will be ready by the end of this year,

Persons: The Tt. Rev., Hanns Lilje, President of the LWF will visit the Lutheran Church
of Paris in the beginning of May. He will speak at two Luther League conventions in
Boston, lMass. avd Fargo,N.D., USA, in the latter part of June. =~ The following
National Committees have elected new chairmen: National Lutheran Council (USA): Dr.
Oscar A, Benson; Norway: Bishop Johannes Smemoj Frane¢: Inspector Etienne Meyer, —-
The Goethe Pr1ze, attributed by the city of Hamburg for international humanitarian
action has been given to Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway. Bishop Berggrav has de-
cided to present the prize (DM 10,000.-) to the Lutheran orphanage in Paris,

BIBLIOGRAPHY

"Hvem Tror Hvad?" by Michael Neiiendam (93 pp. G.E.C. €ads Forlag, Copenhagen) is a
pocket size volume containing data on the origin, teachings, organization, and work
of seventeen groups within and outside the Church of Denmmrk, most of which, like j
Baptists, Methodists, and the Salvation Army are world-wide communions. An intro= . »
duction sketching the origins of the Free Churches in England and their political

and cultural importance will be of particular interest to continentel Buropean readers
while those in English-speaking countries will no doubt find stimulating the author's
attempt to give a positive appreciation of the Christian impulses underlying various
revival groups and especially of the Lutheran elements in Methodism. P. F.

"Lutheran Dictionary" by Walter Lieder (Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, M..;
47 pp. 50 £) contains over 700 ultra-short definitions of biblical, ecclesiastical
and theological terms from "ibba" to "Zionism". Every word is followed by a phonetic

ship need not be restricted to the usual theological few. It will no doubt prove

a good aid in confirmation classes and study groups, though perhaps too brief for

the desk of people doing 2 good dal of church work, P. F
L] a
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PLANS OF THE TELC REGARDING AN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN INDIA

Excerpt from the minutes of the extraordinary meeting of
the Board of the Church of Sweden Mlssmn at Uppsala, April 10,

1953

,,.ur-‘"-
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The SCC had at its meeting at Tranquebar on the 16th of January, 1953, discussed
the matter of church union, particularly the plan to join the proposed Evangeli~
cal ILutheran Church in India, and had referred the matter to the next Symod,
which is to be held at Tranquebar April 28 - 30, 1953. In the meamwhile the
SCC had invited the opinion of the two Home Boards to be placed before the Synod.

The following letters and documents were before the Roards

1, Letter from the Rt. Rev. J. Sandegren, Bishop of Trqnquebar, 1442.. 1953.

2. TEIC, 80G Special Session; 15 -16,%1. 1953

3+ Proceedings of the 3rd Annual Convention, 14-15. 1. 1953. '

4. Draft of a Constitution for an Evangelical Lutheran Church in India.

5. Extract from SCC Proceedings, 16. 1. 1953

6. Minutes of the Missionaries' Conference at Tranquebar, (Svenska Kyrka.ns
Missions i Indien extra ordinarie missiondrskonferens) 16. l.. 1953, in

* the presence of His Crace, the Most Reve Y. Brilioth.

7. Statement of the Board of the IEIM (Das Leipziger Kollegium), le4. 1952.

&5‘ the suggestion of the Working Committee, the Board made the following state-
ments

"The MISSION BOARD OF THE CHURCH OF SWEDEN sends its greetings to the Tamil
Evangelical Lutheran Church. The Board always follows your work and your
pﬂ.ans with keen interest and with prayers to Gods :

o, In studying the Draft Constitution for a proposed !'Evangelical Lutheran
Church in India', the Board is impressed by the SCC recommendation (of
the TELC, Nos 372-6) stressing the importarce of an episcopal fomm of
‘church government. It seems to the Board that the present Draft Constitu-
tion in reality aims at a Federation, rather than a Church. The co-exis-
tence within this proposed organization of different forms of Church go-
veminent does not give the impression that the Drafi at present is ready
for acceptance. The problem of the Church govermment obviously needs to
be studied more closely. Otherwise this new organization may possibly
create many more problems than it solves.

The noble history of the TEIC itself seems to the Board to be an indica-
tion of the value of an episcopal order in the Church, particularly as we
from the Iutheran standpoint recognize episcopacy to be of the bene esse,
or the well-being of the church, not of the essence of the churche

12, The impression that the Draft Constitution envisages a Federation rather
than a church is strengthened by the suggested representation in the Ma-
hasabha., The basis for representation, according to the Draft, is statis-
tical. The numerically big churches will have a preponderant representas
tion and influence in the proposed EiCI. On this point we would like to
refer to the form of representation in The Iutheran World Federation,

- waore,in accordance with the ILutheran view, theological rather than
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Mstatistical and numerical factors are decisive, The arrangement pro-
posed in the Draft Constitution makes the TEIC a small minority as
compared with other Churches which are goiig to be administratively
dominant because of their numbers. We notice with satisfaction that
the TEIC has criticized this,

"3, The task of the Church is always both evangelistic and pastoral, is
concerned with mission and worship. In order to carry out this
i task, it is of primary importance that Imtheran Churches in a given
region, such as Tamilnad, should first be united. We notice that
the great Missouri Lutheran Church in Tamilnad is not prepared to
join an EICI on the conditions now proposeds Whether the Danish
Lutheran Church in Tamilnad is prepared to join the EILCI seems pro-
blematic. In these circumstances it seems premature and somewhat
unrealistic to join a Union with Churches very far away, with which
very little effective contact by way of personal consultation and
exchange of personnel can be maintained. : :

The EICI is said to be 'an important step towards that wider union
for which we pray.' We are not assured that the EICI proposal re-
presents a realistic approach to this problem of wider union.

"4, As a Mission Board we are naturally concerned with the possible re-
sults of a re-organization of this nature, with regard to the B~
Document, which document was signed by the TEIC, the CSM and the
IEIM only three years ago. The Board would in any case draw the
attention of the TELC to the question of the applicability of
the B-Document."

Rev. Envall was present while this matter was dealt with,

In fidem

Stig M. Falek

The minutes signed:
Gerhard Rexius
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1952

GEIC Church Budget in India

INCOME

Seminary

Missionary
Evangelistic Work
Advance

Hd. Qﬂa‘br. Congr.
Calcutta

Loan

National Missionary Society
American Subsidy
Ilaka Contre

Bible School Chanda
Federation

Special Gift

L]

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE

Opening Debit Balance
Establishment
TeAe
Seminary o
Missionary
Evangelistic Work =
Pension
Medical
Bible Translation i
Motor
Advance
. Contingencies
Primary School
Audit
. High School
Hde. Quatr. Congra.
Printing and Publication
asabha
Study Help
Girls! School
Miscellaneous
Dearness Allowance
Calcutta
Loan
National Missionary Society
Charity

Adding up the figures, the
total income is: 125,848.15 472
expenditure 116,816.12.3

& the deficit balance 10,807.14.5/2

TOTLL EXPENULTUAE

SAD s~
32,339,
1390140"‘
12,161.13. 3
3,796b 6o l?b
1,1979 80 -
360 79 -
59'0 lo‘-
71,5005= o=
4,379614 -
o= it
29"" Sy
950” o=

Rs. 125,949. 4. 42

19,840, 1. 7/2
11,938, 8o -
9,661,110, 6
16,024 o~
3135890"
15,0450 60""
2,170,=
689@-
988,~ -
3,625, 5, 6
6,165 .~
864, 50 6
945: 20"’
313:- lo"'
18380
4,197015.~
1751:"'
2200~ -
% ou._..,. A
3, 3699 2ﬂ-
941, 1. 6
181. -

1,395. 2. 6
112, =~

o <
——e

Rso = ! 6,'?71.112 _2__

DEBIT BALANCE Rss 10,662, 9.6

==
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ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR 1954
GEL Church in Chotanagpur and Assam, Ranchl

Explanatory Remarks Covering Budget Estimate for 1954

1. Kindly note that in 1953 the American subsidy was Rs, 65,000 and study help
RS, 2,500.~ and from local sources Rse. 16,000.~¢ This time we have raised
the income from local sources to Rs. 20,837.- as our urgent development
works are to be done. 4

2. It is respectfully submitted that the DWM subsidy Rs. 65,000«~will be bad~-
1y needed as the semi-~famine conditions have continued and the economic

gituation is unstable. If the subsidy is curtailed in any way the whole
budget will be seriously affected and we shall have to close down some of

the works.

3, The allotment for @vangelistic work has been increased by Rs. 3,000~ as
the Gospel work is being vigornusly pursued with geod results, Thus the
Church is increasing her evangelistic activities which may be considered
a part and parcel of the World Mismion activities,

4, The Gossner Church also has to help the great work of Surguja and finan-
cially cooperate with the Joint Mission Board in the Mayvrohanj area,

which is not included in this budget.

Therefore it is respectfully re-

quested that the subsidy of Rs. 65,000.,- may kindly be continued- for
1954, exclusive of Rs. 2,500.- study help for which act of kindness we

shall ever remain grateful.

Carried cvar

JoLo Lakra, President -
L, El{on, Secretary
%, Hore, Treasurer

Establishment 11,8300~
Seminaxy 11,677
Evengelistic Work 18, 365+~
Medical 2 . 000
Contingencies 1,700~
Mahasabha 55000,
Travelling and Transfer 4,000~
Pension 25 580,~
Charity 144~
Profident Fund 2, 4000~
High Scheols 75,0005~
Middle Schools 34,0000~
' Boys' Primary Scheol 15,6600
Girls! School 14,0000~
Motor 250005~
National Missionary Soclety 1,000~
Audit Charges 1,000~
Miscellaneous and Unforeseen 4, 0005~
Calcutta . 2,520¢~

- RC (4] 2109 8760"
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Brought forward Rs, 210,876
Expenditure (Conts)
Bible Translation 900
Printing and Publication 400
Pastoral Works (Synod) 300, 000
Study Help 2;500
A : Hd, Quar. Congr, 2,000
Pracharak Trg. Sche. . 3,000
Development Works of the Church Council 7,000
TOTAL EXPENDITURE Rs. 528,685.~
INCOME
Evangelistic Work 500
Medical 300
High Schools 75,000
Middle Schools 36, 000
Boys'! Primary School 13,830
Girls' School 10,118
Calcutta 600
Pastoral Works (Synod) 200, 000
Hd, Quar, Congr. 4,000
Study Help from Federation 2,500
By Pooling Mahasabha, Pastors Retreat and
full Church Council meetings 6,000
ds' Contribution LB D
™ Other Iocal Sources 7,000

TOTAL INCOME

RBa 463, 685 "™

‘ REMLINING UNCOVERED BALANCE

Note: In adding up the figures

Subracting the total income

REQUESTED FROM DWM

total expenditures amount to: 527,676.-

of 463 68_20-
would leave a balance of 63,991 .~

Rs.

65’ 0000"

Je Lakra
Zs Horo
L. Elton
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1952
GEIC Missionary Budget in India
INCOME
From INF on Missionaries' Account Rs, 21,497, 7
From INF on Furlough Travel (Borutta) 4,7500m
Home Board Contribution 16,000,~
TOTAL INCOME RSy 42,2470=
EXPENDITURE )
1951 Deficit 2,211.13.=
On Salaries 15, 375.=
On Childrenis Allowances ° 8,623.04 .~
Touring Allowance ard UQCQ- 39 310&01'9
Furlough Travel 4,837.09.6
Caretakers 8200 o=
Pundit 2000~
Hil1ll Allowances 1, 5800~
Postage 215~
Medical Bills 1,385,009~
Tabita School Help 772:.0406
Bamra Catechists! Help 1006~
Indemnity Bond for Reve Eckart 20:10e=
Bank Commission 352050~
TOTAL EXPENDITURE Rs. 39,486.08.09
CREDIT BALANCE Rs. 2,760.07.03

An amount of Rs. 2,9170-

though received in January, 1952,

was already indicated in the 1951 account, as it was a
supplementary amount for 1951,

L further amount of Rs. 2,375.- received from the L.W.Fs
through the Treasurer of the GEIC has not been mentioned

in the above accounts as

the same has been handed over

to the Treasurer of the Joint Board, Rev. Lic. G. Schultz,

The home board contribution exceeded the budgeted amount
because of the help given to' the Tabita School and the
furlough expenses for Miss A. Diller and Miss H, Schmidt,
the balance of which had to be paid at the beginning of
this year before the subsidy for 1953 could be received.

Johs. Klimkeit
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ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR 1954
"GELC Missionary Budget in Tndia

The Home Board of the Gossner Mission thanks The Imtheran World Federation for
its understanding of the financial needs of the Gossner Mission Society concern~
ing its work in India., It was only owing to the kind help we were given that
the Gossner Mission was able to fulfill its obligations in India and at home.
The financial difficulties arise from the fact that the Gossner Mission So=
clety has lost the whole territories of East Prussia, Pomerania and Silesia,
which had sponsored it. Besides, contrary to the other German Mission Socie-
ties the Cossner Mission has no fixed geographical hinterland - this is true
also of West Germany ~ and is officially backed by no "Landeskirche'". For
this reason since the war the progress of its financial recovery can only be
very slow and we beg the IWF to regard our situation favorably and to help us
in the same way and under the same considerations in the coming budget year

as in the past two years. The Gossner Mission Home Board would be very grate-
ful if the IWF would grant it the remaining uncovered balance of § 3,801.81,

5 3 & "_'-"‘f He Lokies

EXPENDITURE

Missionary Schul+tz

Salary

Child's allowance, Katharine

Child's allowance, Wilhelm

Child's allowance, Franziska 8.0 201
Child's school fees i E
Child's clothing allowance / &. )W
Postage iy LT W
Hill Allowance '
Care-taker

Missionary Hecht

Salary

Children!s allowance
Childrents school fees
Children's clothing allowance
Chaukidar :
Postage

Hill Allowance

Family Bekart
Salary

Chaukidar
Postage
Hill Allowance

Missionary Klimkeit
Salary (4 months)
Children'’s allowance
Children'!s school fees
Chaukidar

-

¥

Carried over
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Missionary Klimkeit (Cont.)

Fostage 25
Children's clothing allowance 300 4,056
College Professor 3
. AN
Salary (3 months) / P v 1,200
Chauki 3. 47 75 :
Postage ¥ ¥90¢ .25 1,300
Diller-Schm’dt [ AT
Salary 4,800
Travel Fees . 300 19 Liud
Chaukidar 300 f'9 ) 700
Postage 50 c ) -a
Hill Allowance 450 5,900 B
One Car 1,200 77,
Doctors! fees and contingencies 2,100 ¢
TOTAL EXPENDITURE Rs. 38,511 ‘é"é"éa?.al
INCOME SRS
Gossner Ev, Imtheran Church, Home Board 4,285.50
g oo 12
REMATNING UNCOVERED BALANCE $ 3,801,81
To Klimkedd

ESTIMATED JOINT BOURD BUDGET FOR 1954
GELC in India

We are happy to report that an estate has been purchase for a mission station
in the villege of Amego on the Braumani River near Barkot. The building of
the first bungalow is to be started this year. The lady missionary prepar-
ing for the work there has already arrived in India. ' The two men missionar-
ies who are also to work there have been ready to be sent out to India for
months; however, they have not yet been granted an entry permit for TIndia.

A11 expenses for equipment and journey will be borne in Germany so that the
aid of § 6,000.- mentioned in your letter of 4, 12, 52 can be totally used
for the jon field itself. Next year we have plamed to send out a mis-
sionary 6 who 1s merried to a lady doctor and has mo children. Ve
sincerely beg the ILWF to consider whether it could possibly grant a first
sum of § 6,000.~ to start hospital and medical work, as had been taken ine
to consideration under certain conditions according to the letter of Dece
7, 1951. The Gossner Mission undertakes the obligation %o pey the current
expenses and only asks for help for the first yeav.




q V.
Jall oy
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After the estate for the new mission station had been bought we heard that
the Goverrment planned an iron mine plant near Barkot similar to that of -
Jamshedpur, as rich iron ore and coal resources had been discovered there.
We regard it as very important that the Lutheran Mission should be the
first to carry the Gospel into the hitherto uncontacted areas (Majurbhanj
and Keenjhar).

a‘
EXPENDITURE .74— ) 5
Rev. He Borutta b] ’
Salary
Child's allowance
Child's school fees
Child's school travel
Chaukidar
Clothing allowance
Postage T
Hill allowance - Rs. '?,468 u 0 I

Miss I, Martin 21?"
e

Chaukidar

Postage

Hill allowante

Doctor

Salary

Chaukidar

Postage

Hill allowance
Children's allowance

Hospital Building

Hospital Outfit

Well and Tank

Latrines

Servants! Quarters

Hospital Servants 8,560

Mission Workers - 3,600

One Car U,Co 1,200

Rs.46,403 = § 9,748.52
Lﬁg Iy,

INCOME
GEIC, Home Board 3,748452
REMAINING UNCOVERED BALANCE § 6,000.,00

14572 TALE)
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l. There is one more question we would like to put before the LiF. The IWF has

kindly taken over 75 % of the travel costs for missionaries who have remained
in India after the war and are on furlough., Our epplication for the travel
costs for Missionary Borutta has been granted by you. We now also beg you to
grant us the travel costs for Missionaries Hedwig Schmidt and Anni Diller who
are already on furlough and for Missionary Klimkeit and his large family, who
will be coming home next year in the same way.

75 % of the coste for the two missionaries ¥ 515465
75 % of the costs for Family Klimkeit _1,289.40 $ 1,805,05

We would be very grateful for the grant of this sum and would be

glad if part of it could be transferred to the account of Mission-
ary Klimkeit by October lst as the tickets must be booked and part
of the sum paid,

2. Dr. Schiotz asked through Dr. Freytag whether the mission home
boards would mot be able to finance study courses for the native
pastors in cases where these are not able to arrange for them due
to a lack of funds, thereby neglecting a section of work which is
essential for the life of the church, The GELC has actually not
arranged courses for ministers for several years., These courses
are as a rule arranged for 4 weeks (including the journey there
and back) for approximately 80 pastors. At 1 rupee per day the
total experses would amount it Rs, 2,400.= or § 504.,~. The Home
Board euggests that 1/3 be paid by the Home Board itself, 1/3 by

the Church Council and 1/3, if possible, by the L.WeF., i.e. $ 168,00
AMOUNT REGUESTED - $1,973.05

The Gossner Mission knows very well that it texes the loyalty, love and patience
heavily of the INF with all its applications, requests and appeals, but we do so
from our knowledge of the responsibility we have in proclaiming the Word of God
and beg the IWF to lend their ear to our troubles and nceds. H. Toktes

-3

SUMMARY OF REQUESTS FROM COSSNER MISSTON SOCIETY

l. Request for GELC Missionary ‘udget for 1954 $ 3,801,81 3,31]0

2o Request for Joint Board Budget for 1954 6,000,-

3s Request for DWM subsidy on Travel costs of missionaries 1,805.05
e .

4, Request for DWM subsidy on Study courses for native

pastors 168.00.

TOTAT, REQUESTED ¢ 11,774.86

ST SIS

ey
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1952
Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church in India
INCOME S
From the L WeFe Rs. 110,001.~
- From Breklum 36,209~ \
TOTAL INCOME Rs. 146,210.~
EXPENDITURE
Church Budget
Koraput Rse 6,301~
Kotapad 5,398.~
Nowrangapur 557750~
Jeypore 2) 5786~
Kalahandi 914,
Press 600~
Seminary 7,154~
Widows 72:=
Pension Bonus 7735~
Youth Work 543,=6.-
Provident Fund 8.0 o~
Middle School, Nowrangapur 1,189
Girls! School, Kotapad 1,570~
Boys! Boarding Nowrangapur 3,809~
Boys! Boarding Korapn® 1,436~
Girls!' Boarding Kotapad 1,660,
Adult Literacy Work 660~
Treasurerts Office 899'-"'5 n3
President's Office 1,200~
huditor i 1254=
Spec. Dearness All, 309~
Hospital - Congtruction 3,903~ °
Miscellaneous 2,002015.4
Church Construction, Kotapad 10,0000~
Car Purchase & Upkeep 15,800,
SpBOi&‘L Repairs 4,0@‘2‘-:_“ Rea 79;492l1107
Mssionarien!, Fuiuot .
Missjionaries, salaries 31,748.~
Missionaries Children 7,702:11e=
Medical Expenses 976159
Touring of missionaries ki
Koraput 3005~
Kotapad 6005~
Kalahandi 800,=
Jeypore o B0e= 42,187 .10.9

%.121,6800%04 Rse 146.210;-




.A'.' ".

Working Budget

Koraput RSe 2,653~
Kotapad 2,1340=
Nowrangapur 1,483.~ .
Jeypore 943,=
Hunshis 226.“5 -~
Taxes 2,007.12¢=
Travel expenses home leave
- and transfers of mission-
aries 2,787 =30~
Horses 1,000,= 13,234,040~
Travel expenses for mission-
aries to India (paid in '
Breklum) 9,696~
Travel Pastor Benya to India 1,524 ¢~

TOTAL EXFENDITURE

CREDIT BALANCE

AGENDA COMMISSION ON WORLD MISSIONS EXHIBIT D
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Brought forward Rs. 1,680,064 Rg.146,2104~

Rse 146,134,104

Rs. 7540548

Jo Jungjohann
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ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR 1954
Jeypore Evangelical ILutheran Church in India

The Breklum Mission Home Board hopes to be able to contribute Rs. 70,000 to
the budget for 1954, Whether this will be possible is, however, problematie
cal. Last year we did not reach our goal of DM 186,000 but collected approxis
mately DM 152,000s Thanks to the fact that the IWF accepted responsibility
for 65 % of the budget, the collected gifts were sufficient. We do hope that
in the coming year the gifts will be large enough to enable us to assume 50%
of the expenditure; we pray daily that this may be the case and we are confi-
dent that God will not forsake us in the case of an emergency. But it would
greatly facilitate the transition period until we assume full financial re=
sponsibility if the IWF could once more assume ‘65 % in view of Dr. POrksen's
serious and prolonged illness and the difficulties connected therewith,

Hans Dunker
EXPENDITURE
Church Budget

1. Stations: e - |
Koraput Rso 6,10L.~
Kotapad 553984~
Nowrangapur 5,775 6=
Jeypore 2_,___578.' Rs. 19,852."'
Semlnaxry 654040
Refresher Courses 950,5=
Middle School Nowrangapur 1,400~
Girls' Middle School Kotapad 1,559 = 10,313~
Boys' Boarding Home Nowrangapur 3,8090=
Girls? Boarding Home Kotcpad 1,794 o= !
Boys'! Boarding Home Koraput 1,4360- 750390~

2¢ Chief Account :
Presidentis Office 1,200~
Treasurerfs Office 1, 200,
Pensions (Bonus) 1,000s~
Adult Literacy 2500~
Widows 200,
Audit 1500~
Book Depot 1,000,-
Provident Fund 1, 0000~
Specilal Dearness Allownnce 400~
Central Fund 2,791~ :
Miscellaneous ke 2! 5003‘: 12, 691 o=
New Evangelist Course 253500~
Khond Mission 1, 500~
Munshis (Language teachers) 7500~
Press for Book subsidies 3, 0000~
Upkeep of cars and tractor 3, 8005~
Special Repairs . 4,0000- 155200~

Carried over Rse 65,195 o=

F \ission

’"
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Brought forward 65,1950~
EXPENDITURE, Church Budget (Cont,)
Touring equipment :
(loudspeaker, etcs) 700 5=
Travel of Rev. Kondpan to :
Germany 1,8000= 245005~
TOTAL CHURCH BUDGET 67,695.~
Missionary Budget
1, Missionaries
Tausgher
Sa.ary Rs. 4,800
Child allowance 5,244
Clothing allowance 600
Travel allowance 472
Hill allowance 400 11,516
Jungjohann
Salaxy 4, 800
Child allowance 5,244
Clothing allowance 600
Travel allowance 472
Hill allowance 400 11,516
Speck
Salary 4,800
Child allowance 5,328
Clothing allowance 6%5
Travel allowance 472
Hill allowance 4 400 11,675
Scheel
Salary - 44800
Child allowance 960
Clothing allowance 150
Hill allowance 400 6,310
Keding
Salary 2,400 :
Hill allowance S 2, €00
Janke
Salary 2,400
Hill allowance s 200 2,600
Mutius
Salary 2,400
Travel allowance _1,800 4,200
Waack
Sal ary 4, 800
Travel Allowance 3,600 8,400
2. Kodaikanal School 5,450

Carried over Rs, 64,267 Rs. 67,695
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Brought forward Rs 64,267

EXPENDITURE, Missionary Budget (Cont.)

3. Penryn
4, Medical Expenses

5. Taxes

6e E_C_)-uriEE Eu_dge‘b

Koraput Rs. 1,200
Kotapad _ 600
Nowrangapur 1,200
Jeypore 60

Wor et

Peon 828
Caretakers 2,118
Postage 96
Taxes 767
Repairs 3,700

1,200
800
2,700

TOTAL MISSIONARY BUDGET

TOTAL EXFENDITURE

INCOME
From Home Board

Rs 67,695

Rss 147,23L.-

Rso 70’ 000.-

REMAINING UNCOVERED BALANCE Rs. 77,231~

) ¢ o
[ {7007
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1952
Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Mission (TELC) - India

EXPEND ITURE

Ae 1o Salaries & D.A. Rev, Heller Rse 33900
Reve Hellinger 3,900
Rev. Roever 2,400

Additional Doho Reve Heller 360
Rev, Hellinger 360
Rev. Roever 180

Caretaker Rev. Heller 240
Reve Hellinger 240
Rev. He Roever 240 Rs. 11,820.-

2, Travelling Reve. K., Heller 606512,3
Rev, Hellinger 600¢= 2
Rev. H, Roever 600~ 1,80641243

3. Postage & Stationery for 9 missionsries 94 9.6
Medical Expenses for 3 missionaries 2650 4o= o 1
Hill Allowance for 3 missionsaries 5004= 859,13,6

4, One Child's Allowance 1,344~
One Child's Tuition Fee 403=
One Child's Clothing Allowance 1500~ =
gt - One Child'!'s Hill Traveling 133, 8e= 2,050, 8o~

| &. Subsidy to the TELC ~ 20,600e= -
~ Subsidy arrears of 1951 6000— 21,2000~

TOTAL EXFENDITURE Rs. 37,737« 1.9

INCOME .
To be paid by L.IW.FO- 50% Lo Rsse 18,8689 809

- Recelved from the L,W.F, by cheque Rs 21,091c 5¢=
Payment as per account 18,868, 8.9 : i
CREDIT BALIANCE Rse 2,222,12.3

The accounts were scrutinized and found
correcty Febs 20, 1953,

(sgd.) Sister M., Matthes K. Heller
Deaconess Treasurer, LEIM
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REQUEST FOR DWM CRANT FROM PASTOR H. ROEVER
Tamil Evangelical Imtheran Church - India

Dr. Fredrik A, Schiotz
50 Madison Avenue
New York 10, Ne¥e, U.Sche

Dear Dr. Schiotz,

Please permit me to bring to your kind notice the following few lines for
your kind and sympathetic consideration,

Since 1931 I am working in India as a missionary of the Leipzig Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Mission. Most of my service wag done on behalf of the village
youth in South India, On account of the war I had to leave the works By
the grace of our Lord, I was called again after the war without going to
Germany to continue my work within the Tamil Evangelical lumtheran Church
under Bishop J. Sandegren, Tiruchirappalli.

All the time my aim was to find out a way to bring the Message of Christ
to the youth. Therefore I propose and wish to build up an Evangelistic
Youth Home to replace the old type of Boarding Homes. For this purpose
I beg to enclose "The Christian Home for Students in India today™e

As I think that Perambaler (a village near Tiruchirappalli) will be suit-
able for this new kind of evangelistic work among the youth, I wish to
collect the necessary funds to repair the old buildings, to construct
rooms for Bible classes and craf'bs clagses, and to arrange for sport
grounds. :

The trouble is that the Mission and the Church cannot spare any funds for

this work and I therefore wish to beg you heartily to be so k as to help
us to get collected the urgently needed amount of Rs. 20,
plea.se, that I have the courage to approach you in tr this

Yours respectfully,

Perambalur, April 13, 1953 Hans RYver

ENDORSEMENT OF PALSTOR ROEVER'S REQUEST FROM BISHOP SANDEGREN

Hans RBver is a geniis in youth work, The TEIC has recognized this. The
Church Council of the TELC has, at his request, given him full liberty

to develop at his own responsibility his youth work in Perambalur, near
Tiruchirappalli. Earlier R8ver was very weak, Therefore when he was re-
leased from his internment I preferred to place him near me, as I presumed
that he would fall ill often and need some nursing in my home. But cone

trary to our fears he has shown a remarkable health and an astounding ability

to work day and night among the youth whom he has in his hostel. 4ll
Government of ficials from the Governor of Madras to the local officlals
admire his youth work. He got very poor buildings to live in and to work
in, And now he wants to build up 2 good hostel building for his beloved

F IVASSIQI sl
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Rev. Hellinger, representing the IEIM in India, is a member of the Church Coun-
cil and wholeheartedly in favour of Rverfs plans and request. As evidently the
Leipzig Collegium is uneble to grant this amount for Rover's hostel he has turned
to youo I have known about it only through your reference to me. Rover promises
that he will not ask for more money but manage within the amount asked for. &nd
since I have seen how he can build up his work on very small financial support

I belicve that he will keep his promise, He is unmarried and lives only with

and for his boys. He deserves this encouragement.

Jo Sardegren

_ ENDORSEMENT FROM DIRECTOR C. IHME13

have heard from Missionary Hellinger that Missionary Rover has in the meantime
ome to you with a request in order to be able to carry out his building plans

in Perambalure I wish to make it clear that this does not represent a raquest
from the Leipzig Mission. Missionary ROver lives in a somewhat enlarged Indian
parsonage that is connected with a student hostel. The Evangelical ILutheran
Tamil Church is the owner. By approving this request, you would therefore be
subsidizing the Tamil Church. As far as I know, Bishop Sandegren is informed
 about Missionary RSver's plans and approves them, Perhaps he has already written
~ you about this matter. '

Since I became intimately acquainted with Missionary Rover's plans, I would live
o add a few words on my part: .
A ..;:,'L .

- spite of his age (51 ycers) is an excellent youth workers

1 is amazing what unusual authority he has over his boys in spite of his Vvery ©
" small physical stature. He is very direct in his approach and kmows how to

~ lead the young people to Christ, It is remarkable that he has elicited great

interest also among the Hindu youth. He has taken in quite a number of these

youths and usually the parents willingly pay the costs ipcofar as they have

~ mob received government stipendse

R¥ver, in spite of his age’

Accommodations for the youths were even at that time inadequate. The avail-
able buildings can actually house 40 young men at the most. But at that time
there were already 100 and he had to turn down many applications each years
Furthermore, the buildings were damaged during a storm and could only be re-
paired provisionally due to the limited financial means available,

3. Missionary ROver was a construction technician before he entered our mission

et -

seminary and therefore really knows something about building. If a larger .
grant were made availsble to him; He could certainly make-mewe oub of it than

any other missionary. He could watch the Indian building artisans closely and
they could not easily deceive him. In this respect also, any grant that you
might make would be well applied. I therefore believe that I can recommend his
request with a good conscience,

Cs Thmels




