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|
DR. IRMA CRONHEIM,

A RETIRED PHYSICIAN

Dr. Irma Klausner-Cronheim

-|jof 20 Seaman Avenue, a retired
.|physician, died Friday at her|
_|home, Her age was 85. She was|
.|the widow of Dr. Walter Cron-
~(heim, a chemikt,

One of the first women in

.|Germany to be licensed as al

physician, Dr. Klausner-Cron-

Jheim  received her degree in|
(|1901 from the University of

Halle in Heidelberg, At thatl;
time it was the only school that|
would accept a woman as g
medical student, ‘

However, through the efforts
of her father, a writer on pnli-!l
tics, the German legislature!
\passed a law that eventually!
opened the medical faculties of|
fother universities teo women. |
|The law was known popularly
{in Germany at the time as|
{“Irma's Law." '

Dr. Klausner-Cronheim did
advanced work in physiulug}r,
and also studied at the Psychi-
atric and Neurological Insti-
tutes in Berlin. After many|
years of practice in Berlin, she
fled from Germany to Stock-|

|holm in 1938 and in 1940 setued!
/in New York. '

She was a resident physician|

.(at the Oceanside (L. I.) Garden|
‘|Banitorium, an institution for

|mentally ill ageq persons, from |y
{1943 until her retirement two/ 4

years ago. ’
|  Surviving are two sons, Dr.|;
Georg Cronheim of Los Angeles, |’
a pharmacologist, and Dr. Kurt|
Cronheim, a physician in New|
York; a brother and iwo grand-|
|ehildren, l

——— I




ff:; iz ‘:’ - L/rf:‘ e Ly







IN MEMORIAM

DR. IRMA KLAUSNER-CRONHEIM

It is time-honored Jewish custom for the mourners not to engage in lament
but to concentrate on praising God for His greatness and blessings.

There is plenty of reason at this bier for praise and gratitude when we
think, not of us, but of IRMA KLAUSNER-CRONHEIM, We cannot be too grateful
for a life that was full of drama and triumph, Twice in her life, at least,
she had to pass through great crises that tested her mettle and both times
she emerged triumphant. It was a triumph of her ability, integrity and sheer
goodness of heart,

She was well equipped for a remarkable career by nature and backg:sund.

Her father's home in Berlin was a meeting place of all liberal, fcrward-
looking forces, and she imbibed there the sense of ultimate optimism, enter-
prise and confidence in progress, Four daughters sprang from that home -
each of whom made a respected name for herself: Jutta, the sculptor, -
Gertrud, the feminist and parliamentarian, - Edith, the economist and social
reformer. - and our IRMA, It was a heroic generation, which believed in
achievement and did succeed,

IRMA KLAUSNER belonged to the very small first group of women students of
medicine admitted to examination and practice in Germany. There wag not
even a regular school education oriented toward academic studies for women
at that time; she had to attend private courses, At each stage of her
pre-medical and medical education the parliament had to enact a special law
for her to be admitted; the personal interest of her influential father
caused the final act to be known by the name of Lex Irma.

In 1901, in her 27th year, she passed her Doctor examination and began to
work in the famous laboratory of Dr. Zuntz, There she met her future husband,
who was a University Inotructor in Chemistry. Very soon also she established
herself in her medical practice.

After only eight years of married life, in 1912, catastrophe struck, plunging
her into the deepest crisis of her entire career., Her husband became the
vietim of an accident, From then on she had to continue alone, relying on

her ability, courage and sense of independence, and she made a clear decision,
in devotion to her husband, not to marry again, lest her r 3 little sons,
seven and three years old at that time, would be brought up by a stranger,

To rear and educate them would be her responsibility alone, whatever mistakes
she might make; - but their father would remain their father.
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I remember well the large apartment on the Nettelbeckstrasse, with the long
pitch-dark hallway, where every day so many things happened., It was the
place of a large practice and the residence of the mother with her two hoys
and three employees. It was a place very busy during the day and very busy
and hospitable during the night, when the boys brought home one or two or
occasionally even three friends, who had to be put up.

But the main thing, naturally, was the enormous practice. It was of an
amazingly varied composition, a mockery to any sociological regulavities,
for women and men, Jewish bourgeois, high placed officials of the government
and military officers, diplomats and their ladies, attracted by the Doctor's
familiarity with the French and English languages, and occacrionally a priest;
they all would come to consult the woman Doctor. She, naturally, was a very
able physician, having had the honor of pioneering for her sex in medical
knowledge and art. But this is only part of the secret of her success. She
had a quieting, beneficial effect on her patients, so her very arrival and
presence proved a comfort owing to the atmosphere of her under:standing and
loving kindness, There must have been many to whom she was a kind of con-
fidante, or even confessor, and none of us will forget the tendernes: and
delicacy of her melodiou. voice, which was the perfect instrument to express
the delicacy of her feelings and understanding.

Part of the mystery is in the fact that she was never preoccupied with her
own self, she had no personal problems of her own, so che could give all

her own strength and intensity to the patient. Her advice to many of her
old friends, who found it hard to adjust themselves to a strange and narrow
environment in the life of exile, was "not to take ourselves important",
Such a word, perfectly exemplified in the person of the speaker, proved a
great help to her friends. In this sense one could say that she was quite
self-effacing, But there were exceptions to that rule, wherever the situation
and the cause to be served required that she assert her personal authority.
Diring the first world war she was once called to a delivery in the middle
of the night, found no taxi and walked alone the dark streets with her heavy
bag of instruments. As a military car approached she stopped it by stepping
right in front of it, and before the driver and the colonel in the rear seat
knew what happened, the car was on its way to her destination. This, also,
was IRMA CRONHEIM.

And thus approached the second great crisis, the general catastrophe, She
stayed in Berlin as long as she could help, that is, as long as she was
permitted to continue her practice. Only then did she leave, in 1938. She
did not lament, nor curse Germany, where she left too many faithful and
courageous friends in all walks of life; she resolutely turned to building
a new life, at the age of 66, when others think of retiring. She learned
to love America with her always open mind and heart, although she was never
blind to weaknesses and defects in the new as in the old country,
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But for all this, the first years in the new existence were hard, It is true
that plenty of people were waiting for her, to lay before her their worries and
problems. But there was no adequate place yet for her to do a regular job, and
she also was rather nervous about becoming dependent on her sons, who would have
been more than happy to pay back a fraction of the deb* they owed her. She was
saved by Dr, Lewin's invitation to head his mental institution, From her ear-
liest studies of the nervous system she was admirably prepared for the new job,
and she was even better prepared by the richness of her heart and her experience.
And so the new task became a great opportunity to use all her medical and moral
forces and provided her, at the same time, with the security which she had been
desiring so much, The external climax of it all came when Dr. Lewin could sur-
prise her at a birthday party with the medical license, which she had not sought
and which came to her as a most welcome confirmation of her ecraftsmanship and
authority.

Thus began, in 1943, these memorable years of arduous responsible work. And
every other Thursday and Friday she made the incredible round of visits to what
she called "her lame ducks", scatteed all the way from New Rochelle through
uptown and downtown Manhattan to Long Island, rushing up and down uncounted
gubway steps at 75 and 80 years of age and helping friends and patients by her
advice and her instruction, her example and her mere presence,

At 83, two years ago, she decided to retire. It was a strange kind of retire-
ment, She seized Lena, her daughter-in-law, and went with her to Europe and
Israel, In earlier years she had seen many countries, she had visited France,
Italy, Switzerland and Scandinavia, she had been in Africa, Leningrad and several
times in Constantinople, but she had never been in Athens - and that was intol-
erable, So she climbed up the Acropolis and briskly stepped across the big
boulders on the top, She went to Israel to see a number of relations and friends.
She returned to Italy to the breathtaking view of the Mediterranean from Ravello.
She went to Switzerland and finally to Germany, not out of a general sympathy for
the country indeed, but to see the children of her old friends, her "nephews and
nieces" - not by blood relationship, but by affection and loyalty.

Back home again she intensified her visits to the museums and art exhibits that
she had always cultivated, and to many concerts., She delighted in returning to
the reading of poetry and literature in three languages; she engaged in an ever-
expanding correspondence with all the beneficiaries of her goodness, scattered
over many places of the world. She saw much of beloved little Helen - until
these very last weeks.

We all in this room - and very many people cutside - have lost a benefactress,
and we are outsiders, What shall we say of those who have lost even more, To
her two sons she was not only their mother, she was in a very real sense their




mother and father, all in one, Her daughters-in-law - Lena had been living
with here in the Nettelbeckstrasse as her davghter, even before she could go -
in these troubled years - to join Georg abroau and Doris and Helen, the
granddaughtere, - they lost so much and yet they can never lose her. FOR THE
MEMORY OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS5 A BLESSING.

Last summer, Frau Doktor used to wisit my 90 year old mother even more fre-
quently than all these years,Shortly before my mother died, my mother asked
her the blunt gquestion; "Frau Doktor, are you religious?" The wise answer was
that "everybody is pious in his own way". This was a great relief to my mother,
who was worried. Frau Doktor was not religious in any accepted sense of the
word, she was a product of humanist education, a strong believer in social
advance and peace, in idealism and the ultimate victory of men of good will.
If we must spell out, in some greater detail, what she suggested to be her own
plety, wé may not be wrong in quoting Goethe:

"Ich habe nichts gegen Froemmigkeit,
Sie ist zugleich Bequemlichkeit,
Wer ohne Froemmighkeit will leben
Muss grosser Muehe sich ergeben,
Auf seine eigne Hand zu wandern,
S§ich selbst genuegen und den andern;
Und freilich auch dabei vertraum,
Gott werde wohl auf ihn niederschaun."

"I have nothing against piety It 1s at the

game time indolence, Whoever wants to live

without piety has to take upon himself much
trouble, teo walk according te his own judgement,

to satisfy himself and the others, and with all
this still trust that God will have an eve on him".

0 Lord, Thou hast been a dwelling-place unto us in all generations. Before the
mountaing were brought forth, or ever Thou gavest birth t8 Ethe earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting Thou art Gads Thou turnest man back
to dust, and sayest, return ye children of men. For a thousand years in Thy
sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a wateh In the night. The

daye of cur years are threescoie years and tea, ol even by reason of strength
fourscore years; yet is their pride but travail and nothingness; for it is soon
gone by, and we fly away., 5o teach us to number our days, that we might get us
a heart of wisdom, FOR THE MEMORY OF THE RIGHTEQUS IS5 A BLESSING.

In the Chapel:

The favor of the Lord be upon us and prosper the work of our hands,

The Lord hath given, the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord,

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, sayeth the
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than

your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts,.

BUT THE MEMORY OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS A BLESSING,
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DR, IRMA KLAUSNER-CRONHETM

26 February 1874 - 24 April

f. Eduard Heimanon
gervice held
27 April 1959




IN MEMORIAM

KLAUSNER-CRONHE IM

It is time-honored Jewish custom for the mourners not to engage in lament
but to concentrate on pralf#ing God for His greatness and blessings.

There ig plenty of reason at this bier for praise and gratitude when we
think, not of us, but of IRMA KLAUSNER-CROMHEIM, We cannot be too grateful
for a life t #&s Tull of drama and triumph, Twice in her life, at least,
she had to through great crises that tested her mettle and both times
she amerged triumpha » 1% was a triumph of her ability, integrity and sheer
goodness of

She was well equip for a remarkable caresr by nature and backgriund.

Her father's home in Berlin was a meeting place of all liberal, forward-
looking forces, and she imbibed there the sense of ultimate optimism, enter-
prise and confidence in progress. Four daughters sprang from that home -
each of whom made a respected name for herself: Jutta, the sculptor, -
Gertrud, the feminist and parliamentarian, - Edith, the economist and social
reformer. - and our IRMA, It was a heroic generation, which believed in
achievement and did succeed,

IRMA KLAUSNER belconged to the very small first group of women students of
medicine admitted to examination and practice in Germany. There was not
even a regular school education oriented toward academic studies for women
at that time; she had to attend private courses., At each stage of her
pre-medical and medical education the parliament had to enact a special law
for her to be admirted; the personal interest of her influential father
cauged the finzl act to be known by the name of Lex Irma.

In 1901, in her 27th yesar, she passed her Doctor examination and began to

work in the famous laboratory of Dr, Zuntz. There she met her future husband,
who was a University In:tructor in Chemistry., Very soon also she established
herself in he: '

After only eight year L married life, in 1912, catastrophe struck, plunging
her into the d t erisis of her entire career. Her husband became the
victim of an accident. om then on she had to continue alone, relying on
her ability, courage and sense of independence, and she made a clear decision,
in devotion to her husband, not to marry again, lest her t o little sons,
geven and three vear®z old at that time, would be brought up by a stranger,

To rear and educate them would be her responsibility alone, whatever mistakes

she might make: - but their father would remain their father.




U

1 remember well the large apartment on the Nettelbeckstrasse, with the long
pitch-dark hallway, where every day so many things happened. It was the
place of a large practice and the residencec of the mother with her two hoys
and three employees. It was a place very busy during the day and very busy
and hospitable during the night, when the boys brought home one or two or
occasionally even three friends, who had to be put up.

But the main thing, naturally, was the enormous practice, It was of an
amazingly varied composition, a mockery to any sociological regularvities,
for women and men, Jewish bourgeois, high placed officials of the government
and military officers, diplomats and their ladies, attracted by the Doctor's
familiarity with the French and English languages, and occasionally a priest;
they all would come to consult the woman Doctor. She, naturally, was a very
able physician, having had the honor of pioneering for her sex in medical
knowledge and art. But this is only part of the secret of her success. She
had a quieting, beneficial effect on her patients, so her very arrival and
presence proved a comfort owing to the atmosphere of her understanding and
loving kindness. There must have been many to whom she was a kind of con-
fidante, or even confessor, and none of us will forget the tenderness and
delicacy of her melodiou: voice, which was the perfect instrument to express
the delicacy of her feelings and understanding.

Part of the mystery is in the fact that she was never precccupied with her
own self, she had no personal problems of her own, so she could give all

her own strength and intensity to the patient, Her advice to many of her
old friends, who found it hard to adjust themselves to a strange and narrow
environment in the life of exile, was 'mot to take ourselves important'.
Such a word, perfectly exemplified in the person of the speaker, proved a
great help to her friends. In this sense one could say that she was quite
self-effacing. But there were exceptions to that rule, wherever the situation
and the cause to be served required that she assert her personal authority.
Diring the first world war she was once called to a delivery in the middle
of the night, found no taxi and walked alone the dark streets with her heavy
bag of instruments., As a military car approached she stopped it by stepping
right in front of it, and before the driver and the colonel in the rear seat
knew what happened, the car was on its way to her destination. This, alse,
was IRMA CRONHEIM.

And thus approached the second great crieis, the general catastrophe. She
stayed in Berlin as long as she could help, that is, as long as she was
permitted to continue her practice. Only then did she leave, in 1938. GShe
did not lament, nor curse Germany, where she left too many faithful and
courageous friends in all walks of life; she resolutely turned to building
a new life, at the age of 66, when others think of retiring. She learned
to love America with her always open mind and heart, although ghe was never
blind to weaknesses and defects in the new as in the old country,




But for all this, the first years in the new existence were hard. It is true
that plenty of people were waiting for her, to lay before her their worries and
problems. But there was no adequate place yet for her to do a regular job, and
she also was rather nervous about becoming dependent on her sons, who would have
been more than happy to pay back a fraction of the debt they owed her. She was
saved by Dr., Lewin's invitation to head his mentai institution. From her ear-
liest studies of the nervous system she was admirably prepared for the new job,
and she was even better prepared by the richness of her heart and her experience.
And so the new task became a great opportunity to use all her medical and moral
forces and provided her, at the same time, with the security which she had been
desiring so much, The external climax of it all came when Dr. Lewin could sur-
prise her at a birthday party with the medical license, which she had not sought
and which came to her as a most welcome confirmation of her craftsmanship and
authority.

Thus began, in 1943, these memorable years of arduous responsible work. And
every other Thursday and Friday she made the incredible round of visits to what
she called "her lame ducks", scattered all the way from New Rochelle through
uptown and downtown Manhattan to Long Island, rushing up and down uncounted
subway steps at 75 and 80 years of age and helping friends and patients by her
advice and her instruction, her example and her mere presence.

At 83, two years ago, she decided to retire, It was a strange kind of retire-
ment., She seized Lena, her daughter-in-law, and went with her to Europe and
Israel, In earlier years she had seen many countries, she had visited France,
Italy, Switzerland and Scandinavia, she had been in Africa, Leningrad and several
times in Constantinople, but she had never been in Athens - and that was intol-
erable., So she climbed up the Acropolis and briskly stepped across the big
boulders on the top. She went to Israel to see a number of relations and friends.
She returned to Italy to the breathtaking view of the Mediterranean from Ravello,
She went to Switzerland and finally to Germany, not out of a general sympathy for
the country indeed, but to see the children of her old friends, her "nephews and
nieces" - not by blood relationship, but by affection and loyalty,

Back home again she intensified her visits to the museums and art exhibits that
she had always cultivated, and to many concerts. She delighted in returning to
the reading of poetry and literature in three languages; she engaged in an ever-
expanding correspondence with all the beneficiaries of her goodness, scattered
over many places of the world. She saw much of beloved little Helen - until
these very last weeks,

We all in this room - and very many people outside - have lost a benefactress,
and we are outsiders. What shall we say of those who have lost even more. To
her two sons she was not only their mother, she was in a very real sense their




mother and father, all in one. Her daughters-in-law - Lena had been living
with here in the Nettelbeckstrasse as her davghter, even before she could go -
in these troubled years - to join Georg abroacu - and Doris and Helen, the
granddaughters, - they lost so much and yet they can never lose her. FOR THE
MEMORY OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS5 A BLESSING.

Last summer, Frau Doktor used to visit my 70 vear old mother even more fre-
quently than all these yeare,Shortly before my mother died, my wnthex ashked
her the blunt question; "Frau Doktor, are you religious?" The wise answer was
that "everybody is pious in his own way'. This was a great relief to my mother,
who was worried, Frau Doktor was not religious in any accepted sense of the
word, she was a product of humanist education, a strong believer in gocial
advance and peace, in idealism and the ultimate victory of men of good will,

1f we must spell out, in some greater detail, what she suggested to be her own
piety, we may not be wrong in quoting Goethe:

"Ich habe nichts gegen Froemmighkeit,
Sie ist zugleich Bequemlichkeit,

Wer ohne Froemmigkeit will leben

Muss grosser Muehe sich ergeben,

Auf seine eigne Hand zu wandern,

Sich selbst genuegen und den andern;
Und freilich auch dabei wvertraun,

Gott werde wohl auf ihn niederschaun."

"I have nothing against piety. It is at the

game time indolence. Whoever wants to live
without piety has to take upon himself much
trouble, to walk according to his own judgement,

to satisfy himself and the others, and with all
this still trust that God will have an eye on him",

0 Lord, Thou hast been a dwelling-place unto us in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou gavest birth to the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God. Thou turnest man back
to dust, and sayest, return ye children of men. For a thousand years in Thy
sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night. The
days of our years are threescore years and ten, or even by reason of strength
fourscore years; yet is their pride but travail and nothingness; for it is soon
gone by, and we fly away. So teach us to number our days, that we might get us
a heart of wisdom, FOR THE MEMORY OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS5 A BLESSING.

In the Chapel:

The favor of the Lord be upon us and prosper the work of our hands.

The Lord hath given, the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, sayeth the
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than

your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

BUT THE MEMORY OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS A BLESSING.










Werin t%rm f{_um bW ;mm
AGy  arres mﬂ*mm&tﬂ,ﬂﬂW*
LT R ;me tape, \< 168, ey
L fy W , G J'bM;/\JwJ 1-;-'-«(/4 G,

o Mesader,, Aos Uik erpante

ia"-k‘( CUaa, Y {L,‘ 7%'

Y

L ln{_,l:j.f{,_L-LJ-n-- L}%M\ /’JIM‘ /UM_;T{_M;

U"]_\(_/{_zé{_;"qu{ {Lﬁ L.J-;-I LA "(t Loa "‘/{"Q—La. “"L-:L.]

N o 9—'1:{1{.- T _. ku.u.., ey 1y,
leas Ay By ool oo miaiiny e ia g
Uudhoc.  dog wal, @l &ty hebu o
e W‘L‘IQ/{; g ol o ’%'M




o~

Yo dhh AL gl A flelle an i Yor,
. Nsiies Jk)'f,&_hr Lo o ‘J-l.{j(fL-M—l-l.l_:.”( M-'-{M'*
oo Ponda b [ 4, &A«i,fuﬁ 4 N oo
I,_Uuu,\_ln IN A P_,{\_,._' Lf-*-fx{ﬁ_/;—l-Lu-_J( : /m#
B s Sosaniady el | M’L‘«
il u—xf/L 4 Alsa Al Lﬂ%

. Argan LA I*’Me-{,

__,,_;_______._....___.-t

,\{/HH Mlu.ﬁ_.-. L{x-LL-M

e Foruudone Maadipt o







{ / J J
Ul W Ee4qle
F | L . - : 4 i.. .‘.—"'/ . = I.z
.{ﬂ-«g.f fﬂi’ J et r"{’ ¢ Ny Fletréee — Qi

q b A ] 4 A ] /7 r
1 Mt A /) L § . e (. 7e }_F‘s_"'t-'{
W Fhuen — ermere [Patf, Lew v, HCode 4

u.-._.._v..-—-?-.-- J g . IS : > } ” > v e
KoM ey Efilefn Ol €flec + W)~ — A anrresy <
: . L
f-w P‘.._-r—-l 1._;1/{{,-&14" |L.~ f,ﬂ{#,ﬁ-‘ﬁ_ '5 /Z é_/ }.M /‘Jf_ﬁex_’,ﬁ;} e r.-‘M -

L . ! r / - i
iy ,g,fﬂ&f wa At ;"-t_.- “U ntfpxwm /:-{ leer . T
J/iffti/ﬁrtd,, s ?’Mf/‘b At 1; ‘-i/.‘i.-g..' T P r{'hf(-"l}“'!./{,-"ﬁ%’__ 1 .E,.r*’f:: ‘( pr{’adiﬁ.&,___ &,f;-ﬁ,.t,*__

g alh frerafe,,. VoaAsrrry Pt V' @ Ve ’f/&«‘(‘

Wa 5”{1/" r,-:L-VL "iv—--lL{.,l-"fou, J E, ttn {11‘.{ s¢1 /4 l/f_é)\_ 4/ M —1..1,11,4 '“"’
/
{'¢--*'ff-éqL%¢@?H> S s }V ‘¢ AAMeld Yy Qlloe. Kot ;H“

14 ." 1 [ LT il - L
LL’“ 2,* L, ¥ Waq P Utd & L ee ‘;""-"“(J‘M’LCQ L h s

|~ | Y ME{(L
&;w-iq,iu,f_i i, Lvi & W "‘/“"W . {,:;’ii.ﬁj gy § :/ﬁf L :’W q;. ¢_'4¢,'?/4
W VAR “;ki i), W Ay and NV | ¢ ;"iﬂ"ﬂ'f/feﬂt; 1“( le. VAo S f)j-";:“ ‘E{'
"b"i-f’-“"ﬁ— AL g% ¥ uftrs f.-f,d:&'f:i/&( ,--L_-LL 1 E ‘L-"f-I..E-{.A..f_ tﬁ{-r ¥ ""-ﬂ?_’.,g Zy
L{ &’ i'*—-'{/f -..rf,fu Eeﬁ_ Li. ‘Z,/:/‘i e‘uf-—-."i_,{zd{ 7 -at,,:f..ﬁ ’ p--té‘ ) -f*—yqé,f 2
/ B N

: a0 W A :
(e 4 ..-;L-m-“k_e i W40 Vf adie Mt A )‘t

’ f
s ' . ks I
L 1"{ TSy’ '-..lt'{t"ifﬂ

¥ _ / X PR L .
e I\« {:\1 )L, ""I..-L! A Wii”/mw .






















