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Beschlussvorlage

Sitzung des Verwaltungsausschusses des Kuratoriums der Gossner Mission

am 13.0ktober 1977 in Stapelage

Der Verwaltungsausschuss beschliesst die Anstellung von Herr Klaus Jankowski
zur Mitarbeit im Gossner Service Team in Zambia mit Wirkung vom l1l.Februar 1978

nach einer Vorbereitungszeit vom l.Dezember 1977 bis 31.Januar 1978.

++++4

Angahen zur Person

Klaus Jankowski,

Ingenieur (grad) fiir Wasserwirtschaft, geboren am 22.Juni 1947 in Beckedorf,

“ romisch-katholisch, nach Praktika und Studium in Suderburg als Entwicklungs-
helfer in Nepal 1969-1971 (Deutscher Entwicklungsdienst), anschliessend Stu-
dium des Wasserbauwesens an der TU Hannover 1971 - 1973, seitdem ohne Anstel-
lung. Verheiratet seit 1974 mit

Una Jankowski, geb. Burns,

Krankenschwester und Hebamme, geboren am 3.6.1947 in London, Engldnderin,
romisch-katholisch, Biiroarbeit 1964 - 1967, Ausbildung als Krankenschwester
und Hebamme in London und Bristol 1967 - 1971, Arbeit als Krankenschwester
in Hannover seit 1972. Kinder:

Daniel, geboren am 21.September 1975

Dominik und Nicolas, geboren am 1l1.August 1977.
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G.E, .. CHURCH,NEW SIT ARAMDERA,
J amghedpur - 831009,
Bihar / India

Dated, the 6th., October, 1978,
EINGEGANGEN
1 & BX1.1978

TO
The Director,
Gossner Mission Soclety,

Berlin / GERMANY.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Most respected Sir,
Filled with joy, we enclose herewith an Invitation

card for the Consecration Ceremony of the Church Building on 12th.

November, 1978.
We have printed your name in the Invitation Card

to Congecrate the Church building without obtaining your formal

consent, for which, we very much hope, you will excuse us and will

perform the Consecration Ceremony as per programme,
The congtruction work is almost completed and only

| finishing touches remains to be done, We thank. God who enabled us
_fn Cﬂﬂpletu the uphill task and all of you who joined us through

your prayers, |
We close thisg letter with a hope to meet you all

‘nn the above augpicious day,
With Yisusahay to you and your fﬁﬁily;

Yours
.~ in the name of our Lord and
gaviour Jesus Christ,

Ko, A Mo

( Rev, D, Hemrom )
hairmnn/ﬂ o

j”D/W

( B. Topno )
Secretary,




G.E.L.Church

New Sitaranmdera
Jamshedpur - 831 009
Bihar, India

26.7,1978

Dear brothers and sisters,

- e g
}r!‘ ‘

Thank you very much for your letter dated 7.7.78, concerning the

planned dedigcation ceremony of your new church building. We are very

glad to hear that after all you have now completed the building and

we do hope that the preaching off the gospel in this church will be

blessed and bear much fruit.

Thank you very much for your invitation to join the dedication ceremony.
Pastor Peters® and myself shall come to India for a visit around the
Eth Hovember this year. We have left it to the Pramukh Adhyakeh and to
Dry Singh to prepare a programme for us. It would be a great pleasure
for us to be present when you open your church building officially.

But on fthe other hand, if 1t should be difficult to prepare our
programme accordingly, than we shall also be glad to visit Jamshedpur

and see your new church at a different date.

Looking forward to meet you soon and greeting you with Yesu sahai

yours 8sincerely,

Siegwart Kriebel

e

copy to:!
The Pramukh Adyaksh, Ranehi
Dr. Paul Singh, Ranchi




G.E,L,Church, New Sitaramdera,'
Jamshedpur - 831 009,
. BIHAR / INDIA
TG ,{r_‘ftp,:_":“‘---_h,__
The Director, [=HUNVC S5 2 Dated, the 7th July, 1978,
Gossner Miasiun Snciety; o e G
Berlin, Germany. , A T Ane

JI :..'.I'r,.‘. in '
Most respected 8Sir, A --f
To-day we are glad to give below the progress of
construction work of the Church building of course after a lapse of

three months,
Various obstacles céme before us for which the

work wasg delayed., We got the iron materia rom the Steel Company

at the end of dpril and handed o tor to make Trusses
time which wag due

to acute " Power" shortage in the whole of Bihar State., Now he has

for the roof, The Contractor als"

completed the same and has erected the Trusses on the brick structure,

. as such the 'Sheeting' of roof will be completed by next week, The
Contractor engaged for fixation of doors and windows has already
started his work and will be able to complete his work by the end of ¥
this month. Now again we are facing some difficulty in acquiring

- Cement - for which continuo¥ds efforts are being made by approaching

the local Government autBPorities to sanction our requirement and hope
to get 1t by the end of this month. So the plastering of walls and
cementing of floor will be completed by the middle of August., ds such,
we very much hope to complete the work by the end of September s% or

. middle of October,

We therefore, request you to kindly intimate us
whether it will be possible for you to spare your valuable time for
the " Dedication Ceremony " of the Churech building in the last week
of October or in the first week of November this year, We will fix
up the date of Dedication Ceremony only after hearing from you,

With "Yisusahay" to you and your family,

Yours
in the name of our lord and

Copy to: Saviour JesusChrist
1, The Pramukh idhayaksh, ]a‘“‘: 5%"“’

G.E.L.Church, Ranch. ( Rev, D, Hemrom)
2. The adhyaksh, SEA, Chairm

G.E.L-Chur(‘:h, Kadﬂll. Khmti. :H-t::"
3. Rev, . R. Helmuth Borutta, 0 o —

N#irnberg, West Germany. (" B. Topno )

121 4, Rev, Dr. C.K.Paul Singh, Secretary
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Die Gossner Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche in
Chotanagpur und Assam

Der zweite November wird heute noch als der wichtigste Tag in der Ge-
schichte der Gossnerkirche gefeiert. An diesem Tage schlugen im Jahre
1945 die ersten vier Missionare aus Deutschland ihr Zelt in Ranchi
auf. Damals begann eine neue Entwicklung flir die Chotanagpur, die
Dschungelgegend um Ranchi in Suedbihar und Nordorissa, die nicht nur
die jetzigen Christen,snndern die gesamte Gegend neu prédgte. Die Adi-
vasis, dort vor allem die Stidmme der Mundas, Oraons und Kharias, leb-
ten bis daher abgeschlossen von der {ibrigen Hindukultur, auf allen Ge-
pieten weit riickstédndiger als die Bewohner der fruchtbaren Ebenen.
Nach etlichen Jahren vergeblicher Miihe entstand eine regeirechte Mas-
senbewegung und -bekehrung zum Christentum., Nicht einzelne, ganze Fa-
milien, ja ganze Dorfer nahmen die neue Botschaft an. Bis heute sind
es Uberwiegend ganze Familien, die neu zur Kirche hinzukommen, nicht

einzelne, obwohl die Zeit der spektakuldren Zahlen inzwischen voriiber
1StT.

Geschickt waren die ersten vier Missionare von Johannes Evangelista
Gossner, einer der originellsten Figuren der Missionsgeschichte des
letzten Jahrhunderts. Zuerst katholischer Priester, konvertierte er
.ﬁ-‘:pﬁtﬂl" zum Luthertum, war aber zeit seines Lebens nie ein Konfessiona-
list., Er strdubte sich gegen jede Form von fester Organisation seiner
Missionsgesellschaft, schickte Leute an unzihlige Orte und erwartete
von ihnen, dafl sie sich weitgehend von eigener Arbeit oder durch die
Unterstiitzung von lokalen Goénnern ernidhrten. Von all seinen Grindungen
Uberlebte nur die Gossnerkirche in Chotanagpur. Diese beanspruchte
aber auch bald durch ihr schnelles Wachstum die gesamten Krifte der
kleinen Missionsgesellschaft. Vom Anfang an wurden Schulen gegriindet
und mit der Ausbildung indischer Pfarrer begonnen. Vor seinem Tode ver-
suchte Gossner erfolglos, die begonnene Arbeit an die britische Churech
Missionary Society zu iUbergeben, da er den Deutschen nicht genligend
Enthusiasmus filir die Unterstiitzung dieser Arbeit zutraute. Schon
bald versiegten die Mittel aus Deutschland fast véllig. Eine neue
Generation von besser ausgebildeten Missionaren wurdew nach Indien
geschickt, die Organisation in Deutschland gestrafft, was zu un-
iberbriickbaren Spannungen zwischen der Pioniergeneration und den
Neuankémmlingen flihrte. SchlieBlich riefen die édlteren Missionare
den anglikanischen Bischof von Calcutta zu Hilfe,und im Jahre 1869
.ﬁraten vier Gossnerleute mit 7000 indischen Christen zu der angli-
anischen Kirche {iber. Fortan arbeiteten zwei konkurrierende Mis-
sionsgesellschaften in der Gegend, aber die anglikanische Kirche
konnte sich nie aus dem Schattendasein der gréferen Gossnerkirche
befreien. Etwa um die gleiche Zeit begannen auch die Katholiken,
flamische Jesuiten nach Chotanagpur zu schicken. Sie haben auf so-
zialem Gebiet aullerordentlich viel geleistet, noch heute die besten
Schulen und sind die stdrkste Kirche in der Gegend geworden. Zur
Zeit sind die Zahlenverhidltnisse etwa folgende: Katholiken: 400.000
Glieder, Lutheraner: 275 OO0 Glieder, Anglikaner (jetzt Church of
North India): 60.000 Glieder. Daneben sind noch einige kleinere
Gruppen, Adventisten, Pfingstler, Methodisten und die Mar Thoma
Kirche. Im Distrikt Ranchi rechnet man mit etwa 30 % der Bevilke-
rung als Christen, eine fir Nordindien erstaunlich hohe Zahl, ge-
geniiber einem Gesamtdurchschnitt von unter 1 %.

Die Gossnerkirche ist eine Adivasikirche. Sie setzt sich fast aus-
schlielich aus den drei Stédmmen der Mundas, Oraons und Kharias
zusammen. Ehemalige Hindus findet man fast nicht. Als die Mundas




e s

in groBer Zahl als Arbeiter in die Teeplantagen nach Assam aus-
wanderten, entstanden auch dort bald zahlreiche Gossnergemeinden.
Die Adivasis sind zwar wirtschaftlich und sozial auch heute noch
ruckstandig, aber sie haben ein betridchtliches SelbstbewuBtsein.
Seit 1919 konnten die deutschen Missionare nur noch mit Unterbre-
chungen da sein und auch die Finanzen blieben oft aus. So ent-
schied sich die Gossnerkirche schon damals fiir eine autonome Ver-
waltung, zu jener Zeit noch ein sehr ungewshnlicher Schritt. Ob-
wohl die Gossner-Christen zu den &drmsten in Indien gehdren, ist
ihre Kirche doch seit Jahrzehnten in einer Weise finanziell un-
abhdngig wie nur wenige andere in Indien. Die gesamten regelmiBi-
gen Ausgaben fiir Gemeinden und die Kirchenleitung werden in Indien
selbst aufgebracht. lLediglich fir einige Institutionen wie Kran-
kKenhduser, ein technisches und ein landwirtschaftliches Trainings-
zentrum und das theologische Ccllege kommt noch Uanterstiitzung aus
dem Ausland, weil diese Einrichtungen uehr im Hinblick auf die
groBere Finanzkraft einer Missionsgesellschaft konzipiert wurden
als auf die ortlichen Verhdltnisse abgestimmt.

Schwdchen gibt es selbstverstidndlich auch, und sie sind zu offen-
sichtlich, als daB man sie tibersehen kénnte, Sie liegen auf den
Gebieten, wo wir sie nicht gewohnt sind. Zunédchst ist es die Ab-
Kapselung der einzelnen Stdmmey unter sich und der Adivasis ge-
genuber der iibrigen Bevdlkerung, die zu einer bedenklichen Intro-
vertiertheit gefihrt haben. Die Spannung zwischen den Sprachgrup-
pen (Stédmmen) hat immer wieder Spaltungen und Absplitterungen in
der Kirche verursacht. Die Loyalitdt des Einzelnen ist zu stark
auf die Familie, allenfalls den Stamm Konzentriert. Es besteht eir
Mangel an geschulten und integren Leitungs~ und Verwaltungskrif-
ten, der in regelmidBigen Abstédnden zu einem Beinahe --Zusammen-
bruch der Kirchenleitung fiihrt. So haben wir genau den umgekehr-
ten Fall wie bei den Kirchen Deutschlands. Dort herrscht eine
nahezu perfekte Verwaltung iliber passive Gemeinden und leere Kir-
chen, wdhrend hier das Gemeindeleben am Ort blitht, wdhrend die
Kirchenleitung und Verwaltung die Hauptschwierigkeit zu sein
scheint. Schon aus diesem Grunde ist auch in Zukunft eine kriti-
sche Partnerschaft zwischen westlichen und indischen Mitarbei-
tern eine sinnvolle Sache, wenn jeder Teil die Selbstidndigkeit

des anderen respektiert. .

Dieter und Ursula Hecker
G.E.L. Church Compound
Ranchi 834 001 -~ Indien







Kuratorium 1000 Berlin 41 , May 24, 1978

der Handjerystrafe 19/20
Gossnerschen Mlssmusgesellschah Telefon 851 3061

- The Chairman -

To the

Pramukh Adhyaksh
G.E.L.Church
Rev. S. Barla

Ranchi 834001 / Bihar

India

To the

Adhyaksh of North West Anchal
G.E.L.Church

Rev. N. Ekka

at & P.0. Lohardagha, Dt.Ranchi/Bihar

India

Dear Brothers in Christ,

The Kuratorium of Gossner Mission is following the deliberations of the
minutes and decisions of KSS meetings and other meetings in GEL Church
with deep concern. This is especially so with regard to the minutes of
some meetings which have taken place in Ranchi since January, 1978. At

. our Kuratorium meeting on 27./28.4.1978 in Mainz we studied and discussed
all relevant information from GEL Church at length. We were particularly
glad that Rev. Dr. Paul Singh was present and could inform us in detail
about the actual situation in GEL Church.

We were very much relieved and full of new hope when we learned from the
minutes of a meeting held on l6th January, 1978, in the presence of Mr.
J.Lakra, that both sides in GELC had agreed "to continue our dialogue

for a peaceful settlement in our church"”, and from other minutes of January,
1978, that your aim was to withdraw all pending court cases. From the min-
utes of the meetings under the chairmanship of two representatives of UEILCI,
held from 1l6th to 18th February, 1978, we learned that a definite effort
was made to reach this goal. You may imagine how disappointed we were when
it became clear from the same minutes and from the report of Rev.Dr.P.Singh,
that those efforts have failed and no charges have been withdrawn.

We pray to God that HE may guide our thoughts and aims for strengthening our
fellowship and that HE may show us the way how we should serve HIM in HIS
church and witness for HIM amongst all people.




St.Paul urges the congregation in Corinth not to bring their quarrels and
disputes to civil courts (l.Cor.6), and not to use force or threats against
one another. Peace and communion in Christ are a gift of God which we should

never throw away. Rather we can live only if we accept HIS grace and hold
on to-HIS gifts.

May we therefore once again encourage you to accept our brotherly advice and
to aim at a"peaceful settlement" of the present crisis in GEL Church. We
have the strong feeling that a peaceful settlement could be reached through
mediation of the friends of UELCI. Therefore we encourage you to continue
the negotiations under the chairmanship of representatives of UELCI.

With brotherly good wishes, .
yours in Christ

D.Kurt Scharf DD
Chairman

cc: (blind) Bischof Scharf, Berlin,
Dr.Singh, Ranchi




GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM

(Regd, under Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860) HEAD OFFICE

Pramukh Adhyaksh Up. Pramukh Adhyaksh Secretary Treasurer G. E. L. Church, Ranchi
Rev. Samuel Barla Rev, P.D. Soreng Mr. A. Lakra Rev. N. Bhuinya Bihar[lndia Phone 23358
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To

The Bishop
DroMartin,

Bvengelische Kirche Bow———
in Berlin-Brandenburg EING -
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Dear Brother in Chyist,

fank you very much for your kind letter
dated Sth /pril 1978, I have gone tarocugh the letter and fram it
it 1s quite clear that there exists misunderstanding sbout the
Joint sgreement we have signed in presence of lir.Joe Lokra. The
agreement wos a right move towards the unity of the Church snd not
for the division.

Bat the situation has now totally changed.
Hevell.HBtka and hls group have gone back upon the spirit of the
agreements They hove now dissoclated themselves and severed all
connections fran the Gel.L.Cwmrch voluntarily.

We have signed the agreement in order to
establish relationship with the ecumenicsal pertner churches in Gemany
by remaining one snd undivided church at hame and to settle all
internel dlsputes by peaceful diclogues.

We still abide by the spirit of the same
agreenent and belleve that the Cawurch is undivided.

Contdeessse




: GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM

(Regd, under Socleties Registration Act XXI of 1860) HEAD OFFICE

Pramukhk Adhyaksh Up. Pramukh Adhyaksh Secretary Treasurer G. BE. L. Church, Ranchi
Bev. Samual Barla Rev. P.D. EHIEI'IH Mr. A. Lakra Rev, N, Bll’dln}'n mh-ﬂfﬂﬂdiﬂ Phone 23358
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1 hope tha. ReveDieCeloPonl Singh will dlspel
& all misunderstendings and clarify the situation during his
stay in Gemany.

( HeveSe.Barla )
Pramish Adayeishy (President)

GeBoLoChurch, Ranchi.

CQGs

la ReveDPeC.K.Poul Singh
_# Pastor S.KriebelyDirector Gei,
Se Do ilons Loitles,




EVANGELISCHE KIRCHE
IN BERLIN-BRANDENBUR (

(BERLIN WEST)

DER BISCHOF

Der Bischof der Evangelischen Kirche { Berlin 21
In Berlin-Brandenburg (Beriin West) Bachstrofe 1-2

Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
Reve S. Barlg -

G.E.L. Church Compound Berlin, den

Telafon (030) 39 91-1
RANCH I /Bihar Durthant:” So1

8. April 1978

e

Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church R o
Rev. N. EKk k & : az. 402 - 3725-8.1.(145)

Main Road (Bel Antwort bitte angeben)
RANCHTI /Bihar

Dear Brothers in Christ,

we wish to inform you that we ars in receipt of the Agreed Statement on the
Helatinnshib between the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hannover, the Evangelical Church of West-

o phalla and the Evangelical Church in Berlin Brandenburg (Berlin West). The
Statement which was drawn up with the assistance of Dipl.Ing. Lakra on

January 16th, was communicated tg us in February, 1978, by the former Directos;
of the Gossner Mission, Pastor H. Lokies.

heartfelt thanks for the generous sign of trust extended to us through this
Statement. It fills us with 8 sense of great joy that the letter bears the

. slgnatures of all the representatives of the two branches of the Gossner
Evangelical Lutheran Church in India.

55 We are deeply maved that we are invited to establish direct partnership links
between your Churches and ours. Especially 'in view of the large number of
congregations in our Churches that For many decades have taken an active part,
both by prayer and by material support, in the growing and wellbeing of the
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India, it is our desire- to seriously
explore the possibilities forp such direct links to be built up between us.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hannover as well as the Evangelical Church
-of Westphalia have asked the Evangelical Church of HBerlin-Brandenburg (Berlin
West) to act on their behalf in taking the next steps towards this end.

We shall now approach the Gossner iMission and inform them about your letter.

At the same time we shall ask them, together with us to examine the question

S




-

as to how to go about it in terms of practical procedure.

It is our intention that in the uarg near future representatives
of our Churches and of the Gossner Mission enter into direct

negotiations with the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church gbout *
the problems involved.

We hope to be able to present yvou with practical proposals on
this matter as early as the beginning of May 1978.

We arg one through the bonds of our common faith in the Risen Lord
Jesus Christ. It is in this faith that we extend our warmest
brotherly greetings to you and remain

Yours in Eﬁrist,

e Mot Viion,




EVANGELISCHE KIRCHE
IN BERLIN-BRANDENBURG

(BERLIN WEST)

DERBISCHOF

Der Bischof der Evangelischen Kirche | Berlin 21
in Berlin-Brandenburg (Berlin West) Bachstrale 1-2

An den Vorsitzenden

des Kuratoriums der Gossner-Mission 10. April 1978

Herrn Bischof D. Kurt Sc har f Berlin, den
Telefon (030) 39 91-1
Am Hirschsprung 35 Durchwahl 38 91

1000 Berlin 33 Az LD2 - 3725-8.1. (145)

(Bel Antwort bitte angeben)

[

. Lieber Bruder Sc ha r f ,

Pastor i.R. Hans L o0 k 1 e s hat der Evangelisch-Lutherischen Kirche
Hannovers, der Evangelischen Kirche von Westfalen und der Evangelischen
Kirche in Berlin-Brandenburg (Berlin West) im Februar 1978 das unter Mit-
wirkung von Dipl.-Ing. Lakra am 16. Januar 1978 beschlossene und in Foto-

/ kopie beiliaganda "Agreed Statement" zugeschickt.
Ich habe am 30. Mdrz 1978 zu einer Vorbesprechung der zustdndigen Referenten
der Lendeskirchend@mter der angefragten Kirchen eingeladen, damit wir zu
einer ersten Beurteilung der Anfrage sus Indien kommen. Wir haben das eben-

if falls in Fotokopie beigefiigte Schreiben an die Evangelisch-Lutherische
Gossner-Kirche in Indien beschlossen.

. Die weiteren Schritte zur HBehandlung der Bitte der Gossner-Kirche sogllten
nunmehr gemeinsam mit der Gossner-Mission beraten werden. Wir schlagen vor,
daB m8glichst bald die schon im Herbst 1975 vom Kuratorium eingesetzte Ver-
handlungskommission der Gossner-Mission (Prof. wagner, Dr. Runge) nach Indien
reist, um dort mit der Gossner-Kirche iiber das "Agreed Statement" und damit

Uber die Gestaltung der zukiinftigen deziehungen zwischen den beteiligten
Kirchen zu sprechen.

Or. Runge ist von den genannten deutschen Kirchen gebeten worden, fir sie an
solchen Gespridchen teilzunehmen.

Wir wdren sehr dankbar, wenn das Kuratorium der Gossner-Mission auf seiner

‘néchsten Sitzung in diesem Sinne beschlieBen wirde. Das Schreiben aus Indien

w9




sollte Anfang Mai von unserer Seite wenigstens mit einem

solchen Verfahrensvorschlag beantwortet werden.

Anlagen

Mit briderlichen GriiBen

Ihr

£rital
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Lear: feldoy pasters,

, In the Service of Christ the Head of His Churc
Y Ishusahav to yeu all and te aly these who araﬁnlﬂcsﬂ umder veur
Ca&r'€s AS you remember we had Our Anchal Sabha meetincs on the 27 the
and 2ch.3entember and as desired we nave been trying owr best to
reorganize ouwr snechal in accordance with the provisions of the QCens
titut™lon of the church under’ ene Prapulth Adhyaksh and one Kendr iye
Salahkaril gabha,ie are grateful te our levéng God who Has been
abundantly blessing us,

A2 T have 1informed you before,we have declded to hela the Half
Yearly meetine of eur 3amitl in the month of March, ¢
cenvenient feor e meetinz.T had gone to Lohardaga yesterday, We
had 2 very rood meeting with all the leaders of Lohardaga and came

tinpgs will be held at Lehardapa in eur Lutheran Church cempoimd,The
dates have been changed from 8th, ana 9the te 15th. and 16th, 211
the ﬁeleqates,Sunday Schooel, Yeuth and Mah ila leaders shenld arrive

'. in the forencon eof the 15th,.March,.The meetings will commence st

2 Defle on the 15%h. March and will ecentinue till the evening of the
L6theWe shall be free to depart fron Lohardara after breakfast on
the 17th. Mare heVisitora w111 alse be welcomed ¢ The charees feor foim
meals, twe brealfests and +us al"terneon teas will be Rs. 10/~ pear
head.Those whe want to vay In kind will pPay cash Re,ll.7F paise,
2kr rice and 250 rrms of dal.In order that the food may be lent
re2dy for all for the 15th,noon T earnestly request you teo lindly
inform, Rev, G.TT.Tivlm:r.-".i.‘?.L.Th'..trch,l-ﬂhﬂr‘f’t_ﬂ"?ﬂ, P.O0.Lohardapa ,Dist,
Ranchifte reach him lateat by the 13th. of Harch. Payments mav be mxs
made on arrival, Fraternal Zelegates form all ethep Anchals apd the
Head grsa, Congregation of the JellLaChurch ars cerdially invited,
CCe¥Ne ROV .3 .Barla pr Ladhyalish
Ihe "Rev, Jelugur, Adhgasaam Anchal Yeurs Sine
The ‘Rev , NeKullusadheOrissa
The Rev, N «Bhuinya, Adh.3.:8., "
The Rev. P,D.3crens AGb.Madhya n

ely,

cfol75

yaks

»
V he Dir ecyer,Gossner Mission ,Nﬁrtu'z-? :Hf'e.%-*-*:‘-zrrafz._ Anchal
‘he President,U.E.L.0.T. » The Direcyor,Lutherafs ce siadd) "fi&é‘&a tion,
the Secretary,N orth western dochal,The Treasurer,ilorth western
inc®als The Beputy Superintendent of Padice s Lohar€aga
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3t Vice Chairman Peters and Directer I'Triﬁi’.:cl

We the Resresentativesa of over U,00U0 Christians
of the G.E.L. Church
Reslding in the _I‘Tmrth Weastern Anchal
Wrere You have just new Landed,
Greet You and Welcome Yeu
in the Name of
Our Lerd and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Seen yeu will wlace vour feet on the Hely Ground
ef Our Church,
Feunded and Consecreted by Our Peloved Tathapr Gessnerp
May the Almighty God Cremn Yeu

With His Grace and Richest Blessings.

On Yeur Retum
Pleaae Convey Our Christian Love
And Best Wishes te
Our Brethren 1in Germany.
Fere we live in the DBlessed Hepe of
Being Torether with Yeu in the Etermal FHome of Our Father.
As Yeu Launck Twen Your Feavy Presramme
We wish You a Very Fawny, Bleszed and Enjoyable Journey

. Here in Our Mether Land of Tndia.

V“nr“ in the Hely Kolnenia ef Our Cemmen Lutheran Heritage. 2
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Families, Bartised Mombers and Confirmed Mecsbers
in L6 Parishes eof 16 ilakas of the Nerth Western Anchal
of the GeBelChurch in Chetanagvur & Assam

Nakas “ B C
Ranehi 1,064 - 6,385 « 2,197 }1}
({2)
{3)
(L)
({5)
(6)
(7)
v {)
{(9)
Lehardara 43Y « 1,467 - l.lqﬂ (10)
(11}
Palamau 185 « 1,360 . 7BS l{'igg
Chatt! 153 - 850 - 106 ‘glﬂ
(16)
Sarhapani 225 - 1,110 -« 8,2 &;;
Jatatell 38 - 239 - &M
e, 260 « 1,980 « 836 (19)
Hazaribasgh 1 20)
315 « 1,550 « 749 E?z;
Einkel B/ - 1,620 - BLT (3)
(24)
{ 25)
({ 26)
Jalpalgurl tg)
hqh - 2.930 - 1.2& ( ]
Udaipur 290 -« 1,142 -« 602 (29)
(30)
{31)
Surguia 1,045 « 6,515 « 2,366 (32)
(%)
( 35)
%
Cuml & - - - (;)
o @
‘ nm - - -
(§1)
(42)
(L3)
Kondra - - - (L)
Ichkela = - - {
Khuria Tl 380 @ 153 (46)
IVFRkl

4918

- ®6,960 12,2k

Parlieh Yaster
Hatlia l(a)® ReveS.Yehan M.G.
2(b) Rev.G.Eerketta
Chiup 3 ReveM.Korketta
Karkatta L Reve MoPFkka
Fathale- 5 RoVeDred ol «PeTiga
Kudwa
Ranikhata- (a) Under care of Adhvaksh
nra 6(b) Rev.Victer Tewpe
Mandar - Vacant
Eanka - Vacart
lall - undsr care of Adhyvaksh
Tanct 1 - Under care of Naka C.
lohamdaga 7(a) Reve. C.F +Tirkey
(b) Vasosn?d
Zur - Vacant
Daltengun] € » Vasmmt Rev.l.Eulup
Cland wa - Vacant
Sk war § & Rev. aAmrit Einde
Chatti - Vacart
Varne - Vac ant
Saharani 10 # Reve CodeT™Mrkey
Gelidih - Vazant
Jatatell 11 # Rev. I.Kire
Hasarivagh 12 « Rev.Suresh Tepre
Lerao 13 # Revs Pritam FHanada
Chuturalu 14 Reve. Y.leakra (eon leave)
Kinkel 15 & Rev.H.KEullu.(Acting)
fechedege o Vasant
Eenjoba - Vacant
Karamdih . Vecant
Rangamatli 16 & Rev V< M.Surin
Barebise - Vacoant
Lureg - Vecent
Pathaleaeon 17 Reve Tharmdeas Tigea
Tel na 18 Rev. B.Jujur
Amhikarur 19{a)eObed Tepro ( Rev.)
fughmi N Pave ThEulup
Hanpur 22 Teve Samuel ToPPe
Balaulil 23 ROVe Ae¥eTizea
31 tapur 2 Reve l.Kujur
Katkale 25 Heve Pebeck
Guml & - Vacant
Jaghunathpur - Vacant
Chalinpur = Vacant
sagaen - Vacnat
theri tal - Vacnat
Jaddi # Vacant
Kendra - Vacant
lehkela @ Vacant
3amma 26 &8 Reve Sadrak kka




Adhyaksh :

Rev. Dr. ]. J. P, Tiga
M.A , §.T.M., Ph. D.

Up=Adhyaksh :
Rev. C. H, Tirkey

Secretary -

Shree Jiwan Lakra B.A

Treasurer ©
Shree Paulus Topne

L. R. 5.

Income Tax Officer (Retd.)

Kumhartoly
Purulia Road [Eyelﬂne},

.chi - §34001.

ik

Office Secretary :
Shree Jolpolhem Tiga
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NORTH WESTERN ANCHAL
: E"T:: ep
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Ref: 9221 R/6/1/77 R el T

WB.10.,1977

To,
The Christian Brethren of the North Western Anchal
of the G.F.L.Chureh In Chotanagpur and Assam.

Dear Brathren,

Yishusahay and Christian love to you all. We have

Just completed cne month of ocur 1ife and sotivity as a legally
and eonstituticnally elected Korth Westerm Anchal Sabha of the
GeEsLeChureh, Our North Westerm Anchaul Zxikw nf Xt has been in
dismal condition aver since 1973 when the X.5.3. Wwae unwisely
dissclved, the offlcers of the K.3.5. were foreced to resign and
the Chureh at the centre was completely erippled. Now and then the
KeSeSe tried to raise its head but a nusber of sdverse slemen ts
combined together to keep the Churoh divided and towyn Ints pleces
especlally the Forth westerm Anchal, Finally Dr. CoK+PeSingh succe
eeded in reorgmlsing the Ke3.3. The leaders of the North Westewn
dnchal remained not only Indifferent but stepned out and claimed
to have formed a new Church and called i+ North west GeTeL +Chureh
They treatened and foraesd g1l the members of the N¥orth estem
gnuhal Partioculerly the Oraons frowm every nook ard comar o
T;tilm thnmg.lvts 28 membars of go-nalled Norht Went GeBel «Churoh
- q was epn -mtE Christian emselerce of magy end they llln;id 3

¢lir faocu) +v of di{sthguishing betwosn right and ui'mg and deeoided

to follow and get what th
o8 and for the Ghur;:. they knew to be risht and b“_t for themselve

We beg to draw the atsenbtian of

I‘:.l;:h;rana of the North Weotem Anchsl to the hﬁtugg g:&:::tl
1loh will prove that we pationtly walted fop @ore than three
‘_:ana_fnr- our lsaders to 1»ad us in the right pvath. It was onl
- én vhe olimax came on the 9th June snd 15tn July 1977 that 1.: mst
Ogether, as many as could be Inforsed, and becans sotive to m
eonsider and got as we thoaght 1t to be right. For the fimet tinme
We Put up our protest ageinst the unecnstitational wotivities of
Rev. Niram jan Rkita or the 1lth July a577 four menthe after he

declared on 15, 301777 forwmaticon of his ne
EQVﬁPQ& h’.ﬂ ﬂwh“tim w‘.'t‘_"_ ﬁ:, _{_-5_3- H].y bﬂm Gnul'ﬁh md

Rt L ! ?111 after walting long,
) otters nalling people to atop and eonsider what

was right and finaliy, In the broad daylight we conduated the

leection to form the Novrth Western Arichal 9abha. These documents are

most patlently, we sent

(1) Bishesh 3o00ehan addressed to all the breth
hurch printed and sent ocut on 11.7:1977. v

¢f the GeE.Le




(2) Printed Bishesh Soochan No2 dated 16.7.1977 to all
the brethren of the North Western Anchd .

(3) Printed letter to the Reve. Niranjan mBkka, Mr, Zehsbenus
Lllﬂ'a, Rev., Silas Kujul'. Mr. ciﬂl’fif'kﬂ?. Reve Dr, Nirmal Mins
dltd 21-?-197?1

(l4) Printed letter to the members of the North Westernm Anchd
of the OsEChureh dﬂtﬂd 6-5119771\

(%) Printed notice of mesting sent out to all pastors and
brethran of the Vorth Westem Anchal of #he B.0.T.Chureh
dabmd‘i-F-1“7?-

(6) Typed letter dated 26,8.1977 signed by the Chalrman
and Seeretary of the Fathel ludwa Parish (resolution of the
Parigh Sabha) addressed to the so-called Pramikh Adhyaksh North
West CeFel.oChurch, Ranchi, with coples to the Pramuih Adhyaksh
Ze¥deChureh, Rarnchi, all Parish Chalrmen and Secrstaries of
RENERE NeWeGoeEelolhiuroh, Ranchyd, all Parish Chalrman and
sscretaries of Rgnehl Tiaku. all concernsed Handies "anchi Parish,
tolling Rev, Nirgnjar Bkika to dissolve hies set up and fam jein
within mm 30 days the legally ane constitutiocnally elscted Pramiih
adhyalsh Fev, 3.Barla,

(7) Printed potice dated 14.9.1977 with programme for
election to be held on the 27th Sedtember 1977 .

Ag Previously, very widely informations had been
oirculated, decislions were taken. In good tim we informed all
&8 o what we were thinking and whet we were Diannine t2 do om
27th and 20th of September 1977« All were invited to come and
foin. Thosa who eame took vart In the elections of the Anehal
Sabha. Now this ls an acccapl ished fact that there 1z ar Anchal
Jabha of ths Nowth Westem /nehal, Thris 9gbha vocognizes the Rev,
famel Barla gs the legally and constitutionelly elected pramh
Wihyaksh and has declareod to function under the Kendriye Salashkari

Sabha of which Nev, S5.Barla is the Pramih aidhyaksh, All the five
nehals are under hlm.

How an the ene hand theore is the North Yestem
Arohal 3abha of ths C.Z.lL.Church in Chotanazpur and Assam and
on the other there iz the so-called Nerth west G.E...Churoh
of Rave, Nirar'an Tkka, T™here are a mumber of peorle Iin the Nosth
Western Anchal eongregations who tell that they have decided
to remain neutral, To remaln neutr:l scans that they are nelither
in the JeFelLsThureh of ZhmxR which the Pramuih Iiﬂh?ﬂkﬂh 1s Rev.
Samiel Barlia nor In tis so-called North Wect CGer.le Church of
Which the so-called Pramih idhyaksh is the Rev. Hiranjan Ekka.
Ve on cur vart have found that the only right thing 12 to acoept




Rev.Samiel Barla and hig Ke.S5¢5. bDecause his election is legal
and constitutional, This 1z ecertified by the Reve ™. C.K.Paul
Singh who was the duly elecoted andunanimously acimoxledged
Pramakh Adhyaksh of all the five anchals of the C.H.L.Chureh
and 1t was under his chairmanship that fev. Samiel Barla was
elected to be the Prameih Adhyaksh,

We have great Plesasure in conveying ¢t you tha t
this North Westemn Anchal Sabha extends 1ts good wishes to you
all andeordially invites you sll %o come snd secimowledge Rev.
SeBarla as the Pramih Adbyaksh and gocept his X.3.3. In this
WAy we coun hbeeome a might Wellowship of the people of Jesus
Christ for maintalning veace, love and unft in cur dear Ccssner
Church and then work jointly and harmonionsly with the fellow
Christisnes livine in the other ainchals for the Olory of God and
for the apredd of his Kinzom,

Yours

in the Lord Jesus/Chrise,

3’1"5 O
ce l, Rev. Samel Barla : ﬁ}z{/

Framaih AChyeksh, GeEeLeCo N{‘“‘fﬁ??mk,

./ 2 Direotor, Batheran World Federatlon ™ ;" 5"'" dnchal
3. Direetor, Jossner Miszaiom » &. L. Church,
e Precident; Uel.L.C.T.
¢ ™e inchal Adhysiksh Rhupti
fe The fArahsl Adhyaksh, Tezpur
Z. The Anechal Adhyaksh, Re)gangpur

s The Anehal Adhyakesh, Khuntitely
9« T™he Seeretary., UsT.LaCuT, % ~ Adhyalsh,
10, T™e Rev, Niranfan ¥ika, Lohardaga North Western Anchal
11-h7., Reverandas 3.Pufwr, d.Mohan M.0., G 4, L, Okurch,

M.!‘ﬂpgg.. Fedslalra, CeEarketta, I-‘-?i.{?i,

el @r ttt{. H-K’ﬁdﬁl Felage, 3.01.7 Py fff\( 2
M.Zkka, a.Leakre, s-;.ma'!.wu.'c-“--?-?ﬂpra. [) {'

SeTipn, M.M,Tirkey, S.Wkka, L.Toppe, y =
C.:L.‘L..Kujur, FrCrHiﬂE.; ﬂihin" :'..F.'itﬁ" ol |
C‘.--E]:‘,{L, 3-F1ﬂmt“; }tlﬁm‘lﬂ" Jhbﬂiﬂlll, l'é’{i}?
}'.ﬂ.ninii ié}?nnada. r:.z-'..,?u:rit: im. fujur, Treasursy, ;
acman Tirkey, A.Kinde, Jeiikiay J+Tirke North Weste

DsLalra, JeBara, V.Toppo, fer mfﬁrﬁating {;;A; 1 M-T‘ A?MQI
tor g M- 8, o« &6, L. Church.

N~ ; ‘?_...-a% l‘-,(: i—\]l_“}
Seeretary,

Norih Western Anchal
Q. E. L, Chuich,
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G efel «Chureh

Pathalkhudwa Parish, Dated 26,8.,1977
PeOeZ® NDist Raneh !

Bihar

T‘l
The so-ocalled Pramsukh Adhyaksh,
Nerth west C.ELeChureh 3
Rangh i,

Dear 3ir,

Yighsusshaye adcoording to the present situation of owr GeEele
Church In Chotanagpur and Assam, we the !Mandll Panoh pf FPathalkudwa
Parish hereby draw your kind attention to the foilewing resclution adop-
ted unanimously in our Farish meeting dated 21.8.1977 at Jhiril Mandll
Pathal ludua Tarish,Ranchl thet,

le e eleatlon of Reve 5 JBarla as Framit sdhyaksh 1s guite right
aecording te the MNectlion Negpulation iset ftem (9) of the Comstitution
deted 7th. Seretember 1940 W loh reads thus -

B If for any reason a new slection ecennct be held or new Adh-
rlﬁh cannot attend the meeting of the Adhvekhsse on the nreseribed
ate the menting of the Adhyakshes shall hovever be held on the pres=
eribed date with the Adhyalkshes presant,and the election of the Pramukh
Adhyaksh shall take place.f the elected Adhvaksh does not attend
the meeting of the four Adhyakshes the ekection shall procedd with
the Adhyakshes present and ¢the eole glection of the Tramlh Adhyaksh
ghall 2%ill be considered valld, " lence Reve. S.Barla is our lagal
?I'lmkh ﬁd"‘!ﬂk’bl

2. Te formation and establishment of the North West C.5eL.Chureh »
ranchl and 1ts Pramuic Adhyaksh Rev,N.Ekka is fllegal and unconstitu-
ticnal,

3¢ ™o GeE.L.Church has got its one roglstration and cannot be sepa-
rated ,

e Separation is an act of anti-Christianity,

S¢ The North West O.E.L.Church must be dissolved and Join the present
KeSeSe

6« rom our sgide we give an allowence of 30 days of the receipt for
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jolning to the present K.S.8. or ptherwise we are free 1o take our omm
decision.

7 Unless and wuntil the present North GeleLChureh Ranchi disselves
{ts set-~up and joins the nresent K.S.5. we are hereby rogtrained to
sentralise any tyre of amount to the Nerth West JeHel«Church,Ranchi, "

93d/- M.8indo 27/8/77 8d/« ¥.Tiges

Chalrman, ( ¥Manohar Tigsza )
Pathalludwa, Ranchi Sgerectary , Psthal hudua Parish

Ranahl




NHORTHE YESTEAN ANCHAL OF THE GeEelL CHURCH
(Repert as on 15.,10,1977)

The foliowing vastors are under the Eendriye Salahkar! Sabha
of which Rev, Samiel Barla 1sd the Pramukh Adhyaksh

le Rev., DR, Jed «PTipa Khorhatoly-Eokay 0Old H.B.Road Ranchi Bihayr

2¢e " Sechan ¥.G. Harser ,Dhurwa Ranchi | "

I::' " GeXorketta Kalyanpur Hineo Raneh i .

e " H.Xorketta Oh tur Bingaon Ranch i f

Se " HeP.Ekka Farkatta Karkatta Ranchl "

e * Coll s Tirkey Lohardagsa Lohardags Raneh { -

e ¥ I.8ive datatoly Tainser Ranch 1 "

8e *® HeEullu Jatatoly Tainser Raneh i .

9¢ * S.Toppe Harrangan] = Hasarlbagh Hasaribagh .

10, * Volalkra Chu tupalu Chu tupalu " 8

dle " lHeHe3urin Rangamattil Mal Jalpaiguri West Bengal

12 "™ O.Torpe Amb ikapur Aabikapur surgeje FHadhya Pradesh

13 ¥ Theodore Sdjur Fuseil Eusni Surguja . .
.. e ® S.Toppre Manpuyr San kargarh Surguja " "

15¢ " DhD.Toppe ambikepur Aablkspur Surguia " .

16 ¥ As¥,Tigza Batauli Bataul{i Jurmja " "

1T " Isfuluy 3itapur Sttarur Surgaia o -

18¢ ¥ P.Begk Katimlo tatkalo armtia " "

19 ® 3.Mivkey Ludeg Ludep Reigash " .

20 DheiiaTigea Pathalpaon Pathalgaon Ralaerh * o

2le¢ ¥ BJfulur Tolma Tolme Raigarh " .

Adhyaksh, /6 72

orth Western An
HQ' E: L. Ohurche
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An examinatien eof the figures shewn by Rev. ¥iranjan
Fkka in his letter of applicatien fer affiliatieon ts the
rReeutive 'mi-nturn LelloloCoule,Madras dated 20.3.1977

Eq. E ixi
le Pasters = FAEUTe glven 18 <50 cen 5!;
These are sccerding e the 1977 raniika
1: Rev. Rimgl Hinsz 2e Rov.iimen fHakhla
3« Bove Sefulur Le Mave S.¥Mohan N.0, x
‘;. Sav, Y. oune {r- A8Ve PeWLaltra
{s Bav,. Glarkettas x Qe MeVve STl
9« Novs MZioarketta X 10+« Rev. M.uinse 3 K _§
11« ZS@ave YeTekan R 12« fHev, "'igl{‘

13 Move 5l dalk Lige deve Neolkka :‘:qr_ 3
1% ®ev, The bkka 16« Rove AJlakrs - :
17« Rov. WeEhalihe 10e Reve JofedoTorpe E—_,é

19+ Rev. 3.Tiga 20+ Rave AoMeTirkey (\_‘f
21. Reve Jetitita A 22« Pove LeTappe cém =
cde Reve.e CoelDelieujur 24+ Roave P0Mins 58 <
2:;- Tev. 3.1in2 .lltl- N7« LeAAlwe a~ \.;

Sie Nave HeHullu X gUe Rave Cololkka &%

e Nov. Helispaltta . Neve Rekindes

Jie T@Ve Aolluknla 32« Reve JeMeMin Q's\' g\
33 Bave Pelis¥ular -1 e Pave FPdlansda X 4
35« Beve oM Surin X 35, Rove U.Topps x.g LS 3
37+ Reve The Xufur x 38, Reve S.To"na | ed .
e Rove MyDaTompe x We ReVe AeMe Mpa X U’i <o
Wie Noave LXujur X 42+ R0ve DBk X * o B
i.;.}- eV 311‘1!‘“{"&! hh- ROV » J«Topwe X é :
L5 Tave TM.DeTizma X ibe Ruv. Je«fujur x é
;4,?1 Par. TJTMutur L2, Reve P ¥ 0kira »

49+ Meve Ame Para X e Rove iheszar Skka x
51+ Nave Nighet Skika X 52« Heve dansidh Tovee x
53- Rave Tre Jod l':""’,,.ﬁﬁmt Lata Tev. SelheBliatra X

Of these 5 pasters 25 marited ( X | wre under the Ke3e¢8.
S may b 7leicmed WY fev. Hiranlan Ekka.

it 12 elear that some pasters ameng ¢t ese &5 are
Dot whelabicartedly with Hev. Riranjarn ikkae. If ZZans axdx
eleosely ard persenally intar viewed enly ahout =04 of then
will be faund te be actually under Reve Nooitlka.

Hos. 36 %o [J6 are under the KeS5.3:. of the Genel.
Church pald by the Cantral Cffice. They have ne cholce.

They have te perve the G.S.L.Church net the so-called N.¥W.
Jelel.Churche

Ze Gnﬂﬂﬂﬁta! ene ses rr e TR 11
Tese are csndidates of the 0.2l .Church.
Js Makas "ae “re LR "o sen 16

Towe ave momhers of the UskoloChureh in atleast 12
Nekas 1.0, 1, faneri, 2. Lohardaga, 3. Chattl, L. Finkel

Se Jatatoll, 6. Savhapani, 7. Sazaribagh, {. Deears, 9.Surguja

10« Tdaipur, 11 huries, 12. Palanau
Mﬁ\o:m’kcdﬁa?mw

u- Fam !h“,

ey :
. e LR R LA N h?

There are merkers in the fellowlag 32 Parishes
of the Uebel Lhureh.

1. Hatis, 2. Lald, 3. Cniur, 4+ Pathalkudwa, 6. Rani.
khatange, 7+ Lehardaze, 8, 3ikwar, 9. Kumi, 10. Chatti.

rage « 2.
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1l1. Bhame, 13. Jatately, 1li. Sarhapani, 15. Bandarchunwa
14 8fpshani, 17. Cutuvalu, 16. Karmatanr, 19. Runganaty,

2y Barebisa, 21, Ameikapur, 22, Kugmi, 23. Manpur, 2i.Bataull
25« Sisarmur, 26. Katkale, 27. Ludeg, 20. Fathslpaem, 28. Telma
Pe Sarma, 3. Deltengan], 32« Chandwae.

Here azair wo have te state that in the other 16 Parishes
ales there are mombera of the Gsl.l.Ohureh Wwho have been kent

in fgperance ard dar¥ness. nly 2 porsenal ntevview with them
will »ive 4 clear vietuvre of thic casre.

S.Blrl;iﬂ;‘:“ :'-i .E...H",-:' " - R & s & L .- e e leﬂoomﬂh

R e LT I R el

™Mis is Talsa. I thisg papgure wie had net hoard anything
abeut such & newly bern Churth have been included. At least
26,960 is te b f}:i'.’_:-"ll eut from this flgure. Wa Who are s Hadle
{"ﬁ Mﬁf’t

A-3. 5. Lieloo
Thus remains «.. oo e "R "R “aw ]_‘_‘7‘ .DL;.G Pt"*ui'ghl,'l

Of 9040 therefore at lecst B0 » of the peeple are still
kKept in the dark under the C¢clutches ef the pasters. We ku tske
away these J0% which 1= 39,232. If B figures have anything te
40 in the matter these 37,232 baptlised nenebers in gll the 1§
lakas and 2 Missior fields will have te be cxamined at the
epet. There 13 already a letter frew Surguja Missien Fleld
Challenging the wrornr lzaserstlip ef Reve.e Ubed Torpe. The same
Wy ke the case in ether places alse.

Thus the mexbere i buptised mendbers in the se-cslled N.We
G-Fl]chhumh L I O L " " @ L N L I hgoh.o
232

Tekinge LWRY s “oe % 53.
Balance s e "o C

Within a shert peried aé 13 menths 9,98 declared themsel-
ves te belong te the C.E.L.Church

¥e have already heard that here are many in Oumla, Chalnpur
Jehkelsa dm{l(mﬂrn Ilgkas #he are restless in the matter about
the new Chureh. They are teld by these leaders and pasters that
there is ne change. They Are where they were. They feel that
they heve been either duped e¢r decelved. Peoplem Trom all the
areas vhere we meet them say that they knew nethinge.

6e Glﬂgﬂﬁﬂtiﬂnﬂ "o "o "o .-t EOO "ughly

Here argain it 1s te be nrl;;rmud that there are members eof
the G,B.L.Church in &t least abeut yoU Cengregatiens. Menmbers
in abeut 100 cengreszations are in either iznorance gbout what

Rove YN.ikka and his asseciates have done, er are in cenfusiend
unrest.

Surrujs ond Udaipur Kiscien Plelds in Madhya Fradesh

Te the beat of my knewledge and Infermatien Madhya Pradedsh
was a Pprehibited area feor Mlassion Werk. After Independence there
was stil]l eblection for several yvears. After finishing transla=
tion of the Bible inte Kurukh languare under the auspices the
Chureh Ceuncil late Rev. Urbarmis Kujur was commissiened te prea-
ch the GCesmel In Surpuia In 195 and he preached in mest uneb-
se wed woy he-hesad visiting peerle in that area with the messs
age of Jesus Christ. There were seme congrezations In Uparghat
and Neechghat Jaspur. in 1952 I cenducted a tSéble Class 1n the
Jashpur area at & village called where ever 700
young peeple frem diflerent parts gathered tegether. This was
pessible enly with the permlission of the Dewan and under strict

observation of the pelice. MTis was hewever an open cenfrentatie
in Madhya Pradesh |
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Individuak efferts was the enly way epen at the time. La..
Reve Urbanus Kujur werked under great hardshlp, died and puried
there when there were but few Christians baptised by him. Seen

|

the Church Qouncil felt the need to carry en the work in an
organised way but there were ne funds fer the surpese. Thes Luthe
°ran N.M.S., under the ausevices of the Luthersn Federatien of ne
dia efferedite suppert the werk. ™e Lutheran M,.MS, carried on
the Miss'on worlt with a svecisl Committee with representatives
frem the G.E.L.Church and the Lutheran hN.M.S8. khen the we ric !
Peran te grow the Liutheran Yederation ef India awpeinted a Board
te take care of theso Misd en rields. |
O Mu-ﬂ-/l&!)\__

it vas & havpy oravilege for the to he Eeo—Glatmaan 0o this
Beard fer several vears. Cne suprintendent weg anreinted by the

Federetien and ths Lutheran B.lM.3. and budézet was pacssed fer the:
Suprintendent and the pasters, for purchage ¢f land and manage-
ment oi schesl. Thue the Missicornowith Compeund Zmix at Ambikapur

& and Ludeg were established. iccording te the agreement, altheugh |
the meney came frem the Luthoeran Feferatior of Indis hreugh the
Lutheran N.M.S. the srererties bought were registered in the nam
¢l the U.Bosl.Church wbich remaine the swner and sutherity of
these Mission Felds.

Irn the pest Reve [od.nupadanam, Rev. Anané Rae, Rev. John
A. Kujur end ethers haé Pecn Suprintendenta of the Surpula Misse
len Flelds under various managements in succession unﬂ.'i:a GeDelie
Church. Yoo

Tine came when the whele work ymm znd responeibility was
deveoluved X¥ to the G.h.l.Shurch sndthe Church Council teek 1t
ever. Thanks ts the Gessner Missien Fursterivm wvhich came fer-
ward with finde te sunrort the work. These Missien Flelds have
always keen under the Church Coureil whick was succseeded by the
ZeS5eSe T™he Horth Western archel 3Sgkha dees not pay the empleyess
out of 1te funds btnt the Surrinterdent roceives parment of bllls

from the K.S5.3. aven until teday. Tarerere theseg Misslon Flelds

BX are the Mission Flelds of the KeS.S. and under direct suver-

vision o the Directer of Evangelistie work in the Ge¥al oChifureh

This is alse borne out by the fact that the dudzet o the N.W.

Anchal never previded for the financial needs of these flelds.

The Ke3.3., dld 1t (Vide annual Budeet of the N.we.anehal). For

1974 the Nerth Western Anchal had provided a budeet for the

& Khuria Mission but we ars tolé tnat the werkers were net at all
paléd(Vide NeW.anch al Budged for 1974). s

he part pjﬁyaﬁ by the Nerth western Andch al Sabha bhus Jbeen
to supply personsl for these Missien Flelds and helps the Directe
or of the isvangdlistic werks in supervising the work and in rece
mmending tne bills. ™ese Missien Flelds belonx 0 the GeBels
Chureh: under the K.S5.S. ‘he suprintendents, pasters, and pracha-
raks are the empleyees of the GeR.L.Church wnder Joint responsi-
bility of the Nerth western Anchal Sabha and the K.S.S. takzing
inte account that the missionaries cab_bo sent frem the whele
Church.

Last year the Mission Gramt fer Surpnia and Udaivur Missien
had been stovped puyhents for seme months torether. I pleaded nik
with the Prarmukh Adhyaksh and Dirvector neh teo malte mayment
rrovided the Sunrintendents acknewiedged Rev. S.Barla as Pramikh

dhyaksh and Submitted Bills te him with an awnlication. T™he
::g'ﬁgulaand tt:m"‘l wrote th Rev. V.Toppe to come with such “!"
application and take the menev whilech was lying here in the K.SeS

office. According te my arrangement Rev. Used Toppdp camo and |
took the meney and has thereaftor been getting his grant regulam
ly. I have Bherefere a reason to say that these Mission Flelds |
are mdur‘the KeS.S5. and they have te remain as such.
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Rev. Obed Topre has been the Suprintendent of Surpgula
Missien field only mxx frem 1973 and Rev. Sunil Tirkey
suprintendent of Vdalpur frem 1974. It 1s al tegether unjust
and withont ground te dany the preprietership and ewnership
ef the Ge.E.L.Church of these Misd sn Flelds. ™They have net

dene anything te justify claim te transfer the flelds frem
the GeE.L.Church te Rev. Niranjan Ekka.

‘li'_lr‘lfl. '™l e "":f‘-'l:'lr f'-.‘t' Al . ﬁ"“j ‘1;‘""'“"1 Y
1

af Rev. ¥,:k) affiliakior

v
fTumbly swbmitted *o the DT pcotor Cosspa» Misrion
and tc tha YViece Chalrmen TGossner Mlaslon
& ":"’}"? vl Mo, PoaTOoTMe
18T T‘i.'-fi?‘lj‘r‘fhi
'\/‘E-ﬂv- e F.RAars
&




True Cepy
N URTH WEsT

GUSESRAR EVARGHLIC AT LUMERAN OF TRCNT

RANCH I
Pramakh Adhysksh; Head OfTice
Rev. Hi?ﬂﬂjlﬂ Tkka G-E-L-Churﬂh.
Up«Fr. Adhysksh Main Read
Reve 31las Kujur Ranchi/Bihar/India
Secretary | Svi Z.B.Lkkra Dated 26.3.,1977

Treasurer ! Sri C.Ai.Trkey
Ref'. Neo. 72/?7;?Lhﬁ

10,
’ The Txenutive Seeretary, UELCI
Madras.
Svipfect: aAppiicstion fer xid Aff21latien
F 4
Dear Sin,

Ip eentinuation of sur letter Naf. S8/77/2.48 dated 15th

Mareh, 1977, T hareby recuest you e recegnise sur newly bern Church
previsionall ¥ kmown as Yorth west ZeTeLJlhurekh;, Ranchi and srant
arfil iatien teo "FILCT frx with lmmedlate effect.

With therks and epocod wWilzhes
: |

iturs sincerely
P S6/« Neikira,2643.77
( Rev. ¥.Fkkn)
Pramich Adhyaksh,
Rerth Weat jiFlLlCHHTch’

Ranchi,
LY

Chalrman, Vst C1I

The Jeint Seeretery,IFICI
Dr.K.Rajaratanan, Asia 3ecrstary,
Di—ﬁﬂtﬂr. £ 2N ™

Rev.S.Barla, 2 Pramuh Adhvaksh of feur Anshals, Nane-chi
nel. Cur Strength

A J B AR EERERE RS R R N R R P R R N T R R, L N N RN NEE RN E NN R

Cur Strength

le PaBtOrBece vsecccasevacnonsas Gh
2!- cmeihtali'rtlllillillll!-i! 11
3- 1 8KABscscscovssncvscesrsonasnee 1!::-
ut Pﬁriﬁhﬂﬁ R R R T T h?
S« Baptised menbher®eas covsvvnens 75000 ( foughly)

Qe Congrorationgecsrccsrsccssnne 00 " )




Die Situation und Herausforderung der Gossner Evangelisch-
Lutherischen Kirche von Indien

Verfasser: R.J. L a k r a




2 v

2%

2.4
2.4.1

2ok, 2

INHALT S SYERZEITITCHNILIS

Kurzfassung

Einleitung, Vorbereitung und Ziel des Vorhabens
Hintergriinde meines Vorhabens und meiner Person
Ziel des Vorhabens

Vorbereitung

Die Hintergriinde und die Entwicklung in der Kirche
Geographische Lage der Gossner Kirche
Geschichtliche Entwicklung

Moderne Entwicklung

Industriallisierung des Gossnergebietes
Politische und wirtschaftliche Konsequenzen

Gesellschaftliche und religiOse Konsequenzen

Herausforderung und die Aufgabe der Gossner-Kirche

Der Streit innerhalb der Kirche

Sorge um die Zukunft der Kirche




Verfasser: R.J. L a k r a

Die Situation und Herausforderung der Gossner Evangelisch-

Lutherischen Kirche von Indien.

(Uberarbeiteter Bericht, der auf der Sitzung der Indischen
Kommission des Kuratoriums der Gossner Mission am 2.3.78 in
Hannover erstattet wurde. In diesem Bericht sind einige Fragen

mit beriicksichtigt, die anschlieBend gestellt wurden).

0. Kurzfassung:

Ich habe meiner Heimatkirche zwischen dem 16.12.77 und dem

18.1.78 einen Besuch abgestattet und mit den beiden streitenden

Gruppen die Situation und die Aufgabe der Kirche eingehend er-

Ortert. Trotz des derzeitigen Streits innerhalb der Kirche sind
sich alle Verantwortlichen der beiden Gruppen darin einig, daB
kaum eine andere Kirche in der Welt heute so gewaltigen gesell-
schaftlichen, politischen und wirtschaftlichen Verdnderungen
ausgesetzt ist wie die Gossner Kirche. Ein von beiden Seiten
unterschriebenes Dokument, das aus der Sorge um die Zukunft

der Gossner Kirche und die ihr aufgetragene Aufgabe heraus
entstand, habe ich mitgebracht und an die 3 Landeskirchen in

Deutschland auftraggemdB weitergeleitet.

1. Einleitung, Vorbereitung und Ziel des Vorhabens

Ich bin in der Kleinstadt Lohardaga (Verwaltungsbezirk Ranchi)
geboren und habe dort meine Kindheit verbracht. Aus diesem
Gebiet stammen Lakra, Tiga sowie Pawna, die so oft eine fiihrende
Rolle in der Leitung der Gossner Kirche gespielt haben. Ich bin
mit all diesen Familien verwandt. Ferner wurde wdhrend des

2. Weltkrieges (in meiner Kindheit) das Theological College

nach Lohardaga verlegt, unmittelbar neben unser Haus. Nach dem

&9 Weitkrieg wurde es nach Ranchil verlegt. Zu dieser Zeit ging

ich ebenfalls dorthin und wohnte mit den Theologiestudenten im
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gleichen Gebdude. Ich nahm aktiv Teil an der Jugend- und
Studentenarbeit der Kirche. Spdter, als ich nach Deutschland
kam, wohnte ich im Gossnerhaus in Berlin und nahm aktiv

teil an.der Missionsarbeit soweit es mir méglich war. In

Indien habe ich Naturwissenschaften und Soziologie, in Deutsch-
land Maschinenbau und Anthropologie studiert und die Priifungen
erfolgreich absolviert. Seit mehreren Jahren bin ich als Ent-
wicklungs- und Forschungingenieur in der Industrie t&dtig, und
zwar in der Ndhe von K&ln. Mit groBer Freude gehdrte ich zum
Vorstand des Student Christian Movement in Ranchi. Spidter arbei-
tete ich als Vertrauensstudent in der Techn. Univ. Berlin mit.
In KOln habe ich in der dortigen Ev. Studentengemeinde aktiv

mitgeholfen, als die Studentenpfarrerposten unbesetzt waren.
Aus diesen Erlduterungen geht hervor, daB
- ich samtliche Pfarrer und Laienfilhrer der indischen Gossner

Kirche persdnlich gut kenne und innerhalb meiner regen Kon-

takte zu ihnen auch in den letzten Jahren, als ich nicht

in Indien war, ein Vertrauensverhdltnis mit ihnen unterhielt;

- ich die kirchlichen Entwicklungen nicht nur in der indischen

Gossner Kirche, sondern auch in Deutschland, dem Lutherischen

Weltbuntd und dem Weltkirchenrat mit Sorgfalt beobachtet habe.

Ziel des Vorhabens

Meine Sorge um die Gossner Kirche geht nicht nur um die geistige
und geistliche Entwicklung der Kirche allein. Sie beriihrt weiter
die Menschen in der Gossner Kirche und diejenigen in der Um-
gebung der Gossner Kirche, fiir die diese mit besonderen Aufgaben
betraut ist. Ich habe mich nicht nur durch die Kirche und die
kirchlichen Mitarbeiter iliber die Entwicklung in der Gossner

Kirche informiert, sondern auch durch die Indische Botschaft




iber die Entwicklung als solche und ebenso aus anderen zugang-
lichen Quellen. Dabei stellte ich fest, daB wahrscheinlich

keine Kirche auf der Welt derzeit so gewaltigen industriellen
und damit sozialen und auch geistigen Verdnderungen ausgesetzt
ist wie die Gossner Kirche. Mein Ziel war daher, mit allen
Beteiligten in Indien iiber die Entwicklung dort (insbesondere

im Gebiet der Gossner Kirche) zu sprechen, wobei folgende Fragen

erortert wurden:

- In welcher Situation befindet sich die Gossner Kirche?
- Wie ist sie in diese Lage geraten?
- Wohin treibt die Kirche?

- Was sind die Aufgaben der Kirche zur Zeit und in der
Zukunft?

- Kann die Kirche aus eigener Kraft die ihr gestellten

Forderungen erfiillen?

o Wenn sie nicht in der Lage ist, den gestellten Anforderungen

Rechnung zu tragen, was sind die Alternativen?

- Woher kann die Gossner Kirche in Anbetracht der Aufgaben,

die auf sie zukommen, auf Rat und Hilfe hoffen?

a) wvon den Christen in Indien

(indische Kirchen)?
b) wvom Lutherischen Weltbund?

c) von der Gossner Mission?

d) wvon den Christen in Deutschland

(Kirchen in Deutschland)?




e) vom Weltkirchenrat?

f) von den nordamerikanischen Kirchen?

- Was und wo sind die Mdglichkeiten und Grenzen der

Hilfe und der Mitwirkung?

vmrbereitungen

AuBer den allgemeinen Vorbereitungen und Becobachtungen habe ich

insbesondere Folgendes unternommen:

b

Livy
- Konsultation mit Fremden der .Gossner Kirche in Deutschland

und in Indien.
- Erkundigungen bei einigen Gemeinden in Deutschland.

- Meine Beobachtungen und Studium des Verhdltnisses der

deutschen Kirchen in Asien und Afrika.

- Studium der Beziehungen zwischen Kirchen und Missions-

gesellschaften in Deutschland vom Anfang bis zur Gegenwart.

- Konsultation mit der Gossner Mission (dem damaligen

Missionsdirektor Seeberg) iliber mein Vorhaben.

- Entwicklung der Missionen und insbesondere der Gossner

Mission in den letzten 130 Jahren.
- Literaturstudium:

1) Zeitschrift "Missionsbiihne"

2) Bericht des fritheren Missionsdirektors Pfr. Seeberg

Uber seine letzte Reise nach Indien

3) Vertffentlichungen wie die von Pfr. von Stieglitz:

"Der unvollendete Auftrag".




Meine Erlduterungen und Er8rterungen mit den Fiilhrern beider
Gruppen in der Gossner Kirche hat alle oben erwdhnten Beobachtun-
gen und Gedanken beinhaltet. Ich habe je zwei Runden mit den
beiden Gruppen getrennt diskutiert, bevor ich sie zu einem Zu~-
sammentreffen bewegen konnte. Inzwischen und vorher habe ich

mit den Flihrern der beiden Gruppen mehrere Runden Einzelgesprdche

geflihrt. Aus dem gesamten Unternehmen ergab sich Folgendes:

Die Hintergrﬁnde und die Entwicklung in der Kirche

Wie 1in vielen anderen Fédllen, kann man die Entwicklung und die
Lage der Gossner Kirche nicht richtig einschdtzen, wenn man die

geographischen Gegebenheiten und die geschichtliche Entwicklung
nicht in Betracht zieht.

Geographische Lage der Gossner Kirche

Das Kerngebiet der Gossner Kirche liegt im Mittel-Osten Indiens
(auBer Assam, Bhotang und Andaman-Inseln). Es ist das sogenannte
norddstliche Gebiet des Dekan-Plateaus, das sich vor 200 Millionen
Jahren von Siid-Afrika und Australien trennte und nach Asien stiefB.
Dadurch bildete sich das Himalaya-Gebirge. Zwischen diesem
Dekan-Plateau (Hochebene) und dem Himalaya entstanden die Ebenen e
Ganges und des Indus. Zufdllig ist diese Geblirgsgegend des
nord-Gstlichen Dekan-Plateaus, das Gebiet der Gossner Kirche,
eines der reichsten Gebiete der Welt an Bodenschitzen und Ener-

gietragern.

Geschichtliche Entwicklung

Die ganze indische Geschichte ist, kurz ausgedriickt, die
Geschichte der Invasion von den nordwestlichen Gebirgspdssen
(Khaiber, Bohlen, Khuram) in den indischen Subkontinent, ausge-

nommen die britische Kolonialinvasion. Dabei zog eine Volksgruppe

nach der anderen aus Zentralasien in das fruchtbare Indien.




Die Mundas (und die ihnen verwandten Kharias, Santals, Hos

usw.), die wahrscheinlich ersten Einwohner Indiens, rilckten

in den Siden und Silidosten Indiens vor. Die zweite Volksgruppe,
die Drawiden, zogen ebenfalls aufgrund des Druckes von arischen
Stammen zwischen 2000 bis 500 v. Chr. nach Siliden und Siidosten.
Die Oraons, die zweitgrOBte Volksgruppe in der Gossner Kirche
nach den Mundas, zahlen zwar auch zu den unterdriickten Volks-
gruppen genannt AdiWasis (Ureinwohner), gehdren aber nach Sprache
und einigen Kulturmerkmalen zu‘den Drawiden in Slid-Indien. Sie
rickten ebenfalls nach Siiden und Slidosten vor und verdrédngten

die Mundas und andere Volksgruppen. Oraons (sie nennen sich
selbst Kurukh) heiBt "Fliichtlinge" auf Mundarisch. Die Oraons Sowie
bewohnen dem geschichtlichen Ablauf zufolge das norddstliche
Gebiet des Dekan- lategug, das gebirgig und relativ unfruchtbar
ist. Wie die Mundgﬁ%ﬂ die fruchtbaren Flachebenen des
Ganges und des Indus den arischen Eindringlingen (zuerst Hindus

und spater Mohammedaner) (Moguls und Araber u.a.) das=FEand-
raumen. Daraus ergibt sich Folgendes:

Die Oraons, die etwa 1/4 bis 1/3 der Gossner Christen ausmachen
(die Mundas ilber 50 %; 3. Hauptgruppe sind die Kharias, den
Mundas verwandt) bewohnen den Nnrdﬂﬂgﬁques Gebietes der Gossner
Kirche und waren, mehr als die Mundas, in Berihrung und Konfron-
tation mit den anderen Kulturkreisen entstammenden arischen

und semitischen sowie mongolischen Gruppen (Hindus, Moslems und

andere) .

Die ersten Gossner Christen waren Oraons aus Hethakotta nahe
Ranchi, die Kabirpanthi warenf eine Sekte, die im Mittelalter
Ausgleich zwischen Hindus und Moslems suchte. Selbst die
Engldnder drdngten auf der sogenannten Grand-Trunk- Road
(mittelalterliche StraBe von Delhi nach Kalkutta) weiter und
bauten die ersten Verwaltungszentren iliberwiegend in den Oraon-
Stadten wie Rangafﬁ, Hazaribagh, Ranchi, Lohardaga, Gyumla. Die

Oraons wurden wegen dieser geschichtlichen Entwicklung nicht

nur flexibler, sondern auch relativ offener und aktiver in




religidser, sozlaler sowie politischer Hinsicht. Es geht

hier auf keinen Fallﬁ%;n pauschales negatives Urteil iiber
Mundas sowie Khariasuiiﬂiern?égne Aufzeichnung der Entwicklung
in diefGﬂiﬁﬂﬁéLKirCheﬁaie Hintergrind¢ filir dleyderzeitigew

Streit qeéﬁhf%;ha%n les fand auch in der Geschichte der ,

Gossner Kirche se%nen Niederschlag, etwa in Form der éﬁZﬁﬁZﬁ”’
AeSpliwert OTA0US ) e

Fﬁhrerschaft(EIé der—der Mundas, obwohl sich die Oraons zahlen-

_— gl — e —

mdBig in der Minderheit befanden.
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2.5. Moderne bEntwicklung

Als das grofite Ereignis unseres Jahrhunderts kann man das Erwachen
des Interesses der Menschheit fiir die Gleichberechtigung aller
Vvolker in jeder liinsicht auf Weltebene anselien. Freiheitsbewegungen
in der sogenannten Dritten Welft und die Erlangung der politischen
Unabhidngigkeit sind ein deutliches Beispiel dafiir. Diese Bewegung
Lst 1m wesentlichien pgekennzeichnet durch Suche nach Identitédt,
rairness und Gleichberechtigung in Sprache, Verwaltung, Kul tur-
pflege sowie im gesamten Entwicklungsvorhaben. Selbst innerhalb
elnes lLandes, in dem mehrere Volkergruppen gemeinsam leben, ist
dieses FPhdnomen zu beobachten. :

Wahrend der britischen Kolonialherrschaft war Indien in 14 Provinzen
(Bundesstaaten) aufgeteilt. Zur- Zeit sind gemédB Kulturen, Sprachen
und Verwaltungseinheiten 2% Provinzen daraus entstanden. Im siid-
lichen Bereich des Bundesstaats Bihar (Kerngebiet der Gossner Kirche
gibt es ebenfalls starke Bewegungen fiir eine Selbstverwaltung, da
der silidliche Teil in kultureller, sprachlicher und sonstiger llin-
sicht von dem mehrheitsbildenden Nord-Bihar sehr groBle Unterschiede
aufweist und die BEinwohner von Sid-Bihar sich stiefmiitterlich be-
handelt fiihlen, Oft nimmt man fdlschlicherweise an, dall das oben
erwihnte Phé@nomen eine typische Erscheinung von Entwicklungsléndern
ist. Dabei 1laBt man auller acht, daB es sich um e%nghentwicklunga—
seschichtlich bedingte globale Patsache handelt.-ﬁhﬁ im europédischen
Raum gibt es dnige Belspliele dieser Bewegungen: 1Im Baskenland und

in Katalonien (Spanien), in Kroatien und Serbien (Jugoslawien), in
Stidtirol (Italien), in Belgien (Flédmisch und Franzidsisch sprechender
Teil) sowie die nordirische Bewegung in Irland. Aus den eben er-
wiihnten Beispielen kann man den Eindruck gewinnen, daBl wenigstens
Linder wie Deutschland, Frankreich und England eine Ausnanme bilden.
Aber etwas genauvere Beobachtungen innerhalb dieser Léander zeigen
unverkennbar dhnliche Tatsachen, beispielsweise die Beziehungen

der Mehrheit der Iinheimischen zu den Gastarbeitern in den west-
lichen Industrielidndern. Noch deutlicher sind diese Spannungen in
den Beziehungen dieser Linder unterelnander. ks seien hier die
Bezienungen auf dem Agrar-, Militdr- und Handelssektor genannt.

Ale diese Linder betonen immer wieder ihre cemelnsamen Vorhaben

und die Zusammenarbeit, legen aber in allen diesen EBeziehungen auf
absolute Gleichberechtigung und IFairness &@ullerst groflen Wert. Nicht

nur unter den verschiedenen Vollksgruppen in Indien, sondern auch
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unter denen inncrhulb der Gossner Kirche ist diese "Wendenz zu
verzelchnen. bkine optimale Rewvionalentwicklune in allen Bereicnen
Lst nur moglich, wenn zlle Gruppen zusammensrbeiten, Die Yusammen-

arbelt abery 1st wiederum e gewihrl r.’?j.{_if_.t.-:L, wWelll IHHHfJiLi—FL, Uleich-

perechitl; UXif& und o lrness gepenseld if_-l_l', 1n vallem :-T!'!_]”-'Jllg'i'- respektiert

werden., Zum Versiondnils und fir eine eventuelle XNSmARXA®SXBEXBILR
wehlichtung des olreits innernalb der Gossrer Kirehe und fiir eine
sudalmenarbelt Innerialb und aulferhalb dieser Kirche (in Indien und
im Auwslind) ist das oben genannte Fhiinomen unbedingt in Betracht 2zu
siehen., Um die genaue Situation der Gossner Kirche zu verstenen,

muly man c¢luen weltceren aspekt der ntwicklung in der Kircite beriick-

slehbigen, nimlich die belsplellose Indusirialisierung der Gebiete

led e dndugiriaslligsierung deg Gossner Gebiebes
L3 1st bekhannt, dab Tasl alle Entwicklungsliédnder von einer
Indugirialisierungswelle erfalt sind. Allerdings ist deren Stérke

in einzelnen Liindern bzw., in verschiedenen Bereichen eines landes

ehir unterschiedlich. ms kann vorkommen, daf3 ein fliichtiger Besuclhier
die Verdnderungen im Gebiete der Goussner Kirche iibersieht. Die
sache aber 1st, dall dieses Geblet einer beispiellosen Industria-
Lislerung ausgegetzt 1st, die nur von o0lfordernden Gebieten wie z.B.
den Landern am rersischen Golf ubertroffen werden kann., Im Gepgensatgz
zu den Olforderlindern aber kann im Gebiet der Gossner Kirche eine
sehr stablle bntwicklung erwartet werden, denn:
- 40 % aller Bodenschitze Indiens liegen im Gebiet der Gossner
hirche;
- Man Kann 1n der 1nsbesondere nach 1970 erschienenen neuen
Literatur, 2. Bas

T

a) Westermann Schulatlas, GroBe Ausg. 1970,

3
h) Birkenhauer, Josef: Indien zwigchen gestern
und morgen,

¢) FMischer Linderkunde Siidasien
Foligrendes nachlesens:
raum eln Gebletlt 1n der Welt 1st so reich mit Bodenschédtzen
auspestattet. wichtige Vorkommen sind: Eisen Kohle, Bauxit,

kapfer, Mangan, Asbest, kKalkstein, Glimmer, Kalzium u.a,

- Heben reichlicnen Bodenschétzen besitzt das Gebiet wegen seiner
Flilase und Geblrge reichlich Energie aus Wasserkraftwerken. Die

otaudammprojekte der Fliisse Bokare, Tilaya und Damoder sind

einige Beispiele dafiir. Btwa 90 km siidliech von Ranchi ist der
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f;’,'l‘i_iH te otaudamm Asiens mit Kraftwerken , dag haro-foel-l I['L'Jj*&k"t ’

in Bau. Aufier Rohle als mnergietriger werden auch reiclhihaltige

Uranerze abgebautb.
- Zwar welst aus Gebiel noch keine gute Infrastrukibur auf, aber
im Vergleich mit anderen kuntwicklungslindern ist relativ viel

in dieser dichtung in den letzten Jahren unternommen worden.
Ferner islt eine Reine von Projekten geplant, so dal in absehbarer
Zukunft ein Neltz von Eisenbahnen und Autostralen dieses (Gebiet
durchziehen wird. Dementsprechend wird die Industrialisierung

noch beschleunigt.

Un sich ein Bild iiber das AusmaB der Industrialisierung 2zu machen,

méchte ich zwei Zitate aus dem Buch "Der unvollendete Auftrag" von

Pfr. Dr. Klaus von Stie glitz angeben: In Singhbhum und Orissa liegen
| N =P T Eisenvorrite, .als indischer Eisengiirtel bezeichnet. Allein in
1) aus Seite 25: Singhbhum arbeiten 36 Minen am Abbau. Bei Lohardaga wird

L Bauxit gewonnen und in Muri zu Aluminium verarbeitet. Kalk-

fabriken gibt es in Birmitrapur, Mangangewinnung in Nao-
mundi. Im Bereich des Kohle- und Eisengiirtels hat sich die
Stahlindustrie angesiedelt. Die Zufahrt auf Jamshedpur und
Rourkela dhnelt der Zufahrt auf die Stidte des Ruhrgebietes.
In Hatia bei Ranchi entsteht ein neues Zentrum der Schwer-
industrie. Die Landschaft bewegt sich. 1940: 124 Fabriken in
e o * Chotanagpur, 1958: 2434, 1965: 3017. Die Landschaft wird sich
2) aus Selte 48: bewegen: Bis 1980 sollen allein fiir Hatia 165 neuerrichtete Zu-
lieferungsfrabriken arbeiten?®,

‘i"dit.‘ industriclle Revolution ist fiir Indien nicht aufzuhalten. Es
gibt kein Zuriick in Chotanagpur. Fiir den Distrikt Ranchi ist
errechnet worden, daB im Jahre 1985 509 der Bevolkerung
in der Subdivision Ranchi im Raum Ranchi-Hatia wohnen wer-

den. Schon in den Jahren 1951 bis 1961 betrug die Bevolke-
rungszunahme 209/, #

Die in diesen Zitaten erwidhnten Frognosen haben sich nicht nur
bewahrhieitet, sondern die gesamte Entwicklung hat sich i1n den
letzten Jahren weiter verstdrkt. Nach den neuesten Pladnen wird das
GJebiet der Gossner Kirche bald von Industriezentren durchsetzt sein.
Dafiir wird Ranchi als Beispiel aufgefiihrt. Wie in vielen Zentren
soll sich dort die Entwicklung in drei Stufen vollziehen:

Die ergte Industriaslisierungsstufe ist auf einen Radius von 14 km
beschrédankt. Sie wird in ein paar Jahren beendet sein. Die zweilte
Entwicklungsstufe umrfalfit einen Kreis von 32 Km Radius und die dritte
65 Km. Dann berilhren sich die geplantewnIndustriezentren um Hazaribagh
Lohardaga, Bokaro und Basia. Im ndchsten Jahrhundert wird dieses
Gebiet nur mit dem Ruhrgebiet (Deutschland) dem Industriegebiet um

Tokio (Japan) und dem um New York (U.S.A.) vergleichbar sein.

2.4,1 Politische und religise Konsequenzen:
Man kann feststellen, dafS die Einwohner
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("Adivasis") dieses Gebietes von der ntwicklung geblendet sind.
s ist allen Kennern der Gossner Kirche bekannt, dall die Mitglieder
dleser Kirche und die gesamte Geschichte der "Adivasis" durch Unter-
druckung und wirtschaftlicne sowie soziale Benachteiligung seit der
arischen Invasion vor iiber 2000 Jahren gekennzeichnet sind (vgl.

Lh) o

Der unvollendete Auftrag"

von Pfry, Dr. Klaus von Ethglitzj. Dieses
Zebilrglipe GUeblet ist der letzte Zufluchtsort der "Adivasis" gewesen.
hun hat die zwelte und wahrscheinlich letzte Invasion begonnen:

in politischer, wirtschaftlicher, aber auch religidser und gesell-
schaftlicher linsicht. Dieses Gebiet, das kaum 20 Millionen Einwohnex
umtfallte, weist einen unwahrscheinlichen Zustrom von Menschen aus
allen Teilen lIndiens auf. Diese Zuwanderer haben alle politische,
cesellschaftliche und wirtschaftliche Ubermacht.

brstmals in der Geschichte haben alle Einwohner von Chotanagpur,

inklusive Nichtchristen und Grundbesitzer, und den angrenzenden
Gebieten (Gossner Gebiet) bemerkt, daB der Boden unter den Fii3en
wegrutscht. Erstmals, im Jahre 1977, haben sie einen Allparteisn-
zugsammenschlufB fiir eine eigene, separate Provinz mit einheimischer
Verwaltungsbeteiligung gegriindet. Flihrende Perstnlichkeiten sind
u. a. Kartig Oraon, Niral Horo (Gossner Christ), Dr. Nirmal Minz
(Gossner Christ), Shiva Frasad Sahu, der Maharadscha von Ratu und
der Maharadscha von Ramgarh. In dieser turbulenten Situation 138t

sich die weitere politische Entwicklung noch nicht voraussagen.

In einem Land voller unterschiedlicher Rassen, Kasten, Sprachen

und Religionen, dessen Geschichte durch Unterdriickung von einer
Gruppe durch die andere gekennzeichnet ist, liegt es nahe, daBl die
an der Macht befindliche Gruppe alles unternimmt, um die eigenen
Vortelile auf Kosten der anderen auszubauen. Das ist in der Praxis
immer noch der Fall, obwohl die Regierung und die moderne Entwicklung
dem entgegenwirken, ks ist bitter fir die Einwohner dieses Gebietes,
darunter Gossner Christen, daBl sle zur Minoritdt und zur unter-
~driickten Gruppe gehdren. Weniger als 10 % der Gossner Christen
kommen mil der modermen kntwicklung einigermafBen zurecht. Kaum einer
pltet an den behalthebeln der Macht in Industrie, Politik oder
virtschaft. Es ist selhr bitter festzustellen, daB die resignierenden
Gesichter meisteris die von Gossner Christen sind. Wenn diese mit der
Industirialisierung nicht bechritt halten konnen, werden sie und auch
ihre Kirche finanziell immer schwach bleiben. Uber die wirtschaft-

liche Entwicklung und die Rolle der kbinheimischen sei hier ein

Belspiel gegeben, das fiur viele gilt:
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Vor 20 Jahren gab es 1in der Gepend der Stadt Lohardagu weader
Holzlhiandel noch -verarbeitung. Jetzt sind mehrere Dutzend kleine,
mitilere und pgrolie Detriebe dort angesiedelt, die in der weiteren
Ungebung schon ganze Walder aufgekauft haben. Einheimische, darunter
ossner und andere Ghra sten, bekommen i.:ihij.’t'*h.'.j.up't nur ¢ine otelle 1Y
ungelernte Arbelt mit elnem lunperlohn, Die wirtschuftliche
Entwicklung ist zZwar keine Ursache, aber eine Begleiterscheinung

der Aufheizung des Klimas in der Gosgner Kirche.

Ein Lehrer in einer staatlichen oder staatlich unterstiitzten Schule -
zum Tell gehoren die Missionsschulen dazu - verdient zwischen 300 und
600 Rupien (1 DM 2 3,2 Rs) monatlich. Missionsschulen, die noch nicht
vom Staat Ubernommen sind, konnen nicht so viel zZahlen. Ein Pfarrer
verdient zwischen 250 und 500 Ruplen. Die Gehalter von ltredigern,
Katecheten, Gemeindehelfern und -helferinnen liegen weit darunter.

In der Industrie und in der Verwaltung verdient man schon besser.

Man darf nicht vergessen, dalli die meisten Gossner Christen arme
Bauern und einfache Arbeiter sind, die nicht einmal das Existenz-

minimum verdienen. Die Marktpreise sind folgende (Stand Ende 1977):

1 kg Senfdl (libliches Pflanzendl) 1,70 Rs,

1 kg Schweinefleisch 12 - 15 Rs.

1 kg balz Cas 4 RS

1 Zeitung (monatliech) ca. 28 - %5 Rs.
1 Hemd (schlechte Qualitdat) 4% Rs.

1 Anzug (normale Wualitdt) O8G0 HE,.

Ein Student zahlt fiir Unterbringung im Studentenwohnheim (Miete und

Verpflegung) und Studium monatlich etwa 3P0 Rs.

Die Teuerungsrate erklédrt sich unter anderem mit der Industriali-
sierung und der Knappheit von Lebensmitteln. Man kann sich aber
lelcht vorstellen, in welch schwieriger lage die kirchlichen Mit-
arbeiter ilUberhaupt sind. Da ist es nicht verwunderlich, wenn ein
oder das andere Mal UnregelmdfBigkeliten in Haushal tsfiihrung und
Verwal tung der Kirchne vorkommen,

Bs sel hier allerdings bemerkt, dall die finanzielle Unterstiitzung
an die Gossner Kircile allein keine entscheidende Rolle innerhalb
des Kirchenstreils spielen kann. Geld kann man in diesem Zusammenhang
mit elnem Kichenmesser vergleichen: Man kann damit Gemuse, Kuchen
und dergleichen schneiden, aber auch die Kehle durchschneiden. Es

commt darauf an, wie man mit dem Instrument umgeht und wie man dies

gelernt hat. Bine finanzielle Unterstitzung an dlie Gossner Kirche
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kunn den internen Streit hichstens aufheizen oder mildern, aber
nicht grundlegend #@ndern,

Damit komme ich auf eine Begleiterscheinung des Kirchenstreits zn
sprechen. ble Gossner Christen sind iiberwiegend Bauern und nicht

in moderner Verwaltung und Haushaltsfiihrung asusgebildet. Es mag
seln, dal 1Infolge der Storung durch zweli Weltkriese oder dhnliches
die Gossner Cinristen die Einfihrung in das moderne Verwaltungs- und
Haushalteswesen versiumt haben, wie es in der geographischen Umgebung
der Gossner Kirche besteht. Bs ist nicht verwunderlich, dafl dieses
Versdumnis sich negativ auf den Kirchenstreit auswirkt, wenn es

auch nicht die entscheidende Ursache darstellt.

2eds2. Gesellschaftliche und religiise Konsequenzen

im Geblet der Gossner Kirche ist es ziemlich kilh]l im Winter
(Nachttemperatur 0 bis ohe C, Tagestemperatur 8 bis 15 C). Viele
Leute sind bitter arm und besitzen kaum einen Schutz gegen die Kidlte.
s gibt aber auch viele Leute, besonders in den Stddten, die wollene
Kleidung besltzen. Jedoch ist kaum. ein Pfarrer oder ein kirchlicher
Mitarbeiter in der Lage, sich von seinem normalen Gehalt einen
wollenen Anzug, elilne Tageszeitung oder ein Telefon zu leisten.
Andere verglelchbare Berufstidtige sind dazu grofBlenteils schon in

der Lage. Das Verhalten einiger Mitarbeiter der Gossner Kirche 1&aBt
sich aus diesen Tatsaclien erkléaren, Ein Posten, gleich ob als Pfarre:
rrediger oder Lehrer, in einer Stadt bedeutet immerhin eine gute
otartmoglichkeit, sc dall man die eigenen Kinder zu einer Oberschule,
Berufsschule oder einem "College" schicken kann. Die gleiche Tatig-
kelit in elinem Dori 1ist dazu keine Alternative.

Der Zusammenbruch der Gesellschaftsordnung in Chotanagpur (Gossner
Gebiet) hat noch nicht stattgefunden, aber ist nicht mehr allzu weit
enlfernt., Ein Beispliel dazu: Das Singen von geistlichen Liedern
(Bhiajans) haben die Stidter in den letzten 7 bis 17 Jahren schon
verlernt. Auch 1n den Ballungsgebleten und den Kleinstddten ist
diese Tendenz zu beobachten. Traditionelle Volkstédnze hat die
bevollerung ebenfalls verlernt. Auch konnen die Gossner Christen
Kaum nocti ihre {raditionellen deutschen und europidischen Kirchen-
Lieder singen,

In der Kleinstadt Lohardaga konnten noch vor 20 Jahren mehrere
Lehrer und bLaien Noten lesen und einen Kirchenchor leiten. Im

Jahre 1977 kann dies niemand mehyr., Binige Jugendliche in den Stadten

versuchen moderne Kinomusik zu machen, ein indisch-europiisches

Gemisch., Meistens ist es so, dal geistiges und kulturelles Gut
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.' ersatzlos verloren géehit. Auclhh 1n den bDorfern 1st diese Pendeng

by sel hier erwdlini., dafl in Ranchl, dem venlralen Ort der Gosgsner
hirche und bis vor lwrzem eine gehr friedliche Gegend, sich Kaum

ein Binheimigclier noch 20 Ubr auf die Strafie wagt. Lhs gibt Kelne

Hikschas und keine Paxis - ein typisches Anzeichen der Unstabilitad

in einem lIndustrialisierungogeblet.

ad <
Es ist selbstverstiindlich, daB in so einem Gebiel infolge der
Industrialisierung und des Zustroms von Menschen aller Rassen,
Kausten, Religionen und Sprachen micht mmhx nur ein Zug zur Sakula-
risierung vorherrscht, sondern auch eine schleichende Invasion von
nichtchristlichen und Naturreligionen.
Damit wird die Gossner Kirche konfrontiert und herausgefordert, die

ihr sestellten Aufgaben bzw. Anforderungen wahrzunehmen.
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Herausforderung und die Aufgabe der Gossner-Kirche

Die moderne Entwicklung im Gebiet der Gossner-Kirche hat
nicht nur fir die Gossner Christen,sondern fiir alle Einwohner
dieses Gebietes die Frage aufgeworfen, ob sie {iberhaupt einen

angemessenen und fairen Platz bekommen werden.

FUr die Kirche stellt sich die Frage,ob sie iliberhaupt alleine
in einer so veradanderten Umwelt die ihr gestellten Aufgaben,
z.B. Betreuung der Christen und die Verkiindigung an verschiede-
ne Gruppen von Nichtchristen wahrnehmen kann. Die Verkiindigung
z.B. wird nicht nur unter AdiWasis, sondern auch an allen anderen
éEZEﬁiEh notwendig sein. Die Verkiindigung wird ferner nicht nur
nach alten Methoden, sondern durch verstdrkte, Jugend-, Frauen-,
Studenten~Arbeit, durch christliche Literatur und Musik bis
hin zur Rundfunkverkiindigung erforderlich sein.

Nete
Die Gossner-Kirche braucht eine Art Musterplan, der nach systema-
tischem Studium der Gossner-Kirche und der Umwelt durch Experten
auBerhalb der Kirche; aber unter voller Mitwirkung der Gossner-
Kirche erstellt sein sollte. Der Mgggérplan sollte alle Bereiche
des kirchlichen Lebens ebenso beriicksichtigen wie juristische,

finanzielle und administrative Aspekte.

Uber die Lage der Kirche waren die beiden Gruppen einig. Es
bestand auch Einigung dariiber, daB die Kirche nicht allen

ihr gestellten Aufgaben aus eigener Kraft Herr werden Kkann.
Sie waren sich auch dariiber im Klaren, daB eine Verstdndigung

und Frieden innerhalb der Kirche notwendig ist.

Der Sgreit innerhalb der Kirche

Ich habe unter Kap. 2 versucht, die Hintergriinde darzulegen,
welche den Streit verursacht haben. Es kann darin vorkommen,
daB ich den Volkscharakter und die Unterschiede zwischen Mundas
und Oraons {iberbetont habe. In der Tat haben die beiden Volks~-

gruppen Jahrhunde;&g,ja sogar Jahrtausende lang friedlich mit-
e alye-
einander gelebt, ads meisten VOlker dieser Erde.
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Der Streit begann mit einem relativ kleinen Einspruch einer
Gruppe, die sich administrativ benachteiligt fiihlte. Wegen
Fehlens von einer angemessenen Beriicksichtigung dieses An-
liegens hat sich der Streit langsam aber stetig eskaliert.
In eingehenden Gesprdchen haben die beiden Gruppen mir ihre
Vorstellung und ihre Bedingungen einer friedlichen L&sung anver-
traut, die ich an dieser Stelle nicht im Einzelnen berichten
kann. Ich bin davon lUberzeugt,  daB8 eine L&sung, welche die
Interessen beider Gruppen gleichermaBen beriicksichtigt und

' die unter Mitwirkung von Kfjichen aus Deutschland, der Gossner-
Mission und L.W.F. vorgeschlagen wird, von keiner der beiden
Gruppen abgelehnt wird.

dS. Sorge um die Zukunft der Kirche

Unter Abschnitt 3 ist kurz berichtet worden, daB die beiden
Gruppen 1n Indien wegen der immensen Aufgabe der Kirche besorgt
sind. Es wurden die Fragen diskutiert, woher kdénnen wir Rat
und Hilfe holen und mit wem k&énnen und miissen wir zusammen-
arbeiten, mit Kirchen in der Umgebung der Gussner*Kiréhe, L.W.F.,
Gossner-Mission, Lutheraner in U.S.A., Kirchen in Deutschland?
Zusammenarbeit mit allen diesen wurde filir notwendig gefunden,
aber es herrschte auch dariiber Ubereinstimmung, daB die Christen
in Deutschland am besten in der Lage sind, uns am meisten Soli-
. daritdt und Zusammenarbeit in dem erforderlichen MaBe zu ermdg=-
lichen. Diese Uberzeugung, sowie tiefes Vertrauen waren neben
der geschichtlichen und emotionalen Uberlegung der maBgebende
Faktor, warum die beiden Gruppen ein gemeinsames Dokument unter-
schrieben und sich an die Kirchen in Deutschland gewandt haben.
Flir die meisten Christen in Indien ist die Christenheit, Kirche

und Mission ohnehin eine Einheit.

Es wurde gefragt: Warum hat die Gossner-Kirche sich direkt
und nicht Uber das Kuratorium an die Kirchen in Deutschland
gewandt?
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Eine Kette von Ereignissen haben dazu gefiihrt:

- Trotz des einen oder anderen Besuches filihlen sich die
Gossner-Christen mehr oder weniger allein gelassen wie
es ein K.S.S.-Mitglied ausdrﬁckte.“Wenn man andere
Kirchen vergleicht, so ist keine Kirche so vernachlédssigty
wie die Gossner-Kirche, und zwar von allen Seiten inklusive

L.W.F. und Gossner-Mission.”

- Wie ich unter Kap. 1.3 geschildert habe, habe ich Rat und
Vorschldge von mbGglichst allen Seiten vor meiner Reise
eingeholt, inklusiw der Missionsleitung. Ich habe alle

diese an die beiden Gruppen weitergegeben. Die Meinung der
: Missionsleitung ist uns ja allen bekannt.

- Die Beziehung zwischen der Gossner-Kirche und den Kirchen
in Deutschland war schon ein Gesprdchsthema am Ende der
sechziger Jahre, wie mir in Indien bestdtigt wurde. Bereits
im Jahre 1975 wurde in dieser Richtung seitens der Gossner-
Kirche an die Missionsleitung geschrieben. Gerade wdhrend
meiner Verhandlungen in Indien kam ein Brief vom Kuratorium
(von Pf. Peters) an die Indische Kirche.

Weder ich noch die anderen waren in der Lage,diesen Brief
richtig zu interpretieren,wie es Pf. Peters in der letzten

. Sitzung d. Indischen Kommission getan hat, daB er ndmlich
in Zusammenhang mit dem Brief wvon 1975 steht.

- Ich habe mich schon am ersten Tag nach meiner Ankunft
in Ranchi mit Herrn Dr. Singh in Verbindung gesetzt, habe
ihn Uber mein Vorhaben unterrichtet und um Unterstiitzung
gebeten. Ich habe ihn auch so verstanden, daB8 er gerne
dieses tun wird. Er wurde stets von K.S.S.-Seite dazu
eingeladen. Dr. Singh war leider in keiner Sitzung anwesend

gewesen. Wahrscheinlich war er der Binzige, der den Brief

des Kuratoriums richtig hatte interpretieren k&nnen.
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Wenn der Brief von uns oder den anderen Sitzungstell-
Carp<aiia

nehmern so verstanden ‘wdare,wie ihn nun Pfr. Peters

erlduterte, wdre es naheliegend gewesen, daB die Gossner-

Kirche ihre Anliegen iliber das Kuratorium vorgebracht hatte.

Ich wurde ferner iliber einen Brief von Pfr. Borutta an Pfr. Barla
gefragt, der gerade wdhrend meines Aufenthaltes in Indien ankam.

Dazu mdchte ich folgendes sagen:

- Uber den Brief von Pf.Borutta war ich vorher iiberhaupt nicht

informiert gewesen.

- Mir wurde der Brief in Indien gezeigt, aber ich habe ihn
nicht ganz gelesen. Erst hier vor wenigen Tagen habe ich
den Brief in vnllEHLUmfaﬁg zur Kenntnis genommen.

chal

- Ich zweifle sehr, da8 auch heute noch North-West-Anzahd
iberhaupt liber diesen Brief in Kenntnis ist, da in der
letzten Zeit so gut wie kein InformationsfluB der Gruppen
besteht.

¥ In meiner Anwesenheit wurde der Brief nie zum Gegenstand
einer Beratung gemacht. Ich habe auch nicht gesehen, daB
er Phﬂtﬂkmpiert und verteilt wurde. Wenn dies geschah,
dann wahrscheinlich nach~dem ich Indien verlassen hatte,
sonst wadre ich mit ziemlicher Sicherheit informiert ge-

weSsel.

Zum SchluB m6chte ich bemerken, daB mein Vorhaben aus meiner
Initiative entstanden ist und daB8 ich-dies auch so in Indien
erzdhlt habe. Ich bin der festen Uberzeugung, daB die Gossner-
Kirche sich in einer sehr kritischen Lage befindet (insbeson-
dere nach der letzten Reise des friheren Missionsdirektors vor
einem Jahr). Dabei habe ich nicht den Schuldigen gesucht,
sondern nach dem Motto gehandelt, wie wir gemeinsam die Zukunft
besser gestalten konnem.Ich "hoffe, das Ganze wird vom Leser

dieses Berichtes mit diesem Geist betrachtet werden.
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Die Gossner-Kirche hat ebenfalls keine Absicht, gegen irgend

jemand vorzugehen.

Flir mein Unternehmenyx halte ich mich jedoch verantwortlich.

Alle, die sich von meinem Unternehmen in irgend einer Weise
verletzt fiihlen, mochte ich in Worten von Tickell (ein britischer
Offizier) bzw. seines Vorgesetzten Major J.R. Ouseley um Ver-
stdndnis und Vergebung bitten. Bei der Entstehung wes der
Gossner-Kirche haben die beiden Herrn eine wesentliche Rolle
gespielt. Tickell machte seinen Vorgesetzten auf die Notwendig-
keit der Missionierung in Chotanagpur aufmerksam. (Vergl.

"Der unvollendete Auftrag" von Pf. Dr. Klaus von Stieglitz,

Seite 18/19). .

Major Ouseley gab diese Anregung an den anglikanischen Bfschof
von Kalkutta weiter: ..."Ich vertraue darauf, Mylord, daB Sie
mir diesen Uberfall vergeben werden. Aber selbst auf diese

Gefahr hin schreibe ich, denn der Gegenstand ist von zu groBer

Wichtigkeit, als daB eine Verzdgerung erlaubt sein k&nnte".
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AGENDA STATEMENT OF MEETING HELD AT GOSSNER THEQLOGTICAL
COLLEGE,RANCHI ON TANUARY 16, 1978.

I A meeting was held on January 16, 1978 under the chpirmanihf
Mre R.J. meeting in the Gossner Theologlic¥®l College,Ran hi/
Blhar. Mr. Lakrs brought the fiessage and grectings iiﬂ Sr ends
In Germany regarding an ecumenical partnership w%th the
churches of West Gernment., This meetlng was attended by b->th

the groups ked by Revi SiBarla,KSS and Rev.N,Ekka,N.¥.Anchal.

Name pf Par*iCipm'i'S& RE?-N-ERR&,P‘IWA,GELC 2e Ml"-C-A.Tirku}*
NWA, GELC. 3. Irs PaDe Panna, WA, GELC. 4. Mr, P C. PENNa,NWA, GLLC.
S¢ Hr.N.Minz,NWA GELC. 6. Mre.N.Chagdhury,NWA,GELC, @e  Mr:Z.7.
Lakra, Secrétary, NWA GELC+8eReVeSKujuryNWA GELCe Qe MP,C.IM. 71T,
Ekka NWAyGELC. 10. ReVeS.KeJ0JO NWAyGELC,0rissa. 1l Hernan \
Lakra, Head Quarter Congregatisne 12, Rev.Sunil Tirkey,N"AGHELC.
13. Rev.C.C.Minz,0rigsa. 14. ReVeCeBe AlNd ySEA,GELCe 15 ReveSe
Barla,GELC,Ranchi 16, ReveN.Bhiinya,SEA,GELCs 17. MreA.Lakra,
Secra%ﬂr}',{}ﬂ,c. lB.Ruv.P..D.Sorﬂng,l\ﬂadhyﬂ Mlﬂhﬂl,&ﬂ:c:l 19,
Candidate Onlen Lugun,y0. Anchal, GELC, 20« Rev M, Tete, Principal,

G ossner Theologieal Collegey. 21 Mr. Emis Bara,NWA, GELC.

III.After discussion they arrived at following coneclusion:
(1) We weleome the suggestions made by nur frignds to establishe
and maintain ecumenical partnership with the chumehes in
West Germany. Especially with the ehirches ofy Berlin
Brandenburg, Protetant church »f Wesfalia and_ the Evange-
lical Lutheran Churches of Hannover. -

(11)Both the sides agree and Invite the representatives »f -ur
future partner churches t» negstiate shd finalise the
Propnssed partnership. We ourselves nn ~ur part are willing
th send our representatives for the abave PuUTrposce.

Hereby 1t is unanim-usly rcquested that Dr.H.Lokles, r.tired
Director, personally »>r stherwisc may kmm kindly prescn®
thls request »n Hur behald t5 our proposed partnership

In West Germany.

OQur partner chueches are bereby requested for understeading

for this f>rm »f approach. _
(111)We agreec t> continue ~ur dialogue for a perrianent an

peacful settlement in -ur church for whieh co=2perat:.

and assistance »f -ur proposed ecumenical partner chnurches

In and friends in W. Germany are cordially rmequested

JeLakra, Reeordee hy
Chﬂirmﬂni Ht.ivl]'-[[r TE‘-"tEu
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The meeting was held on Jane 16e 1978 unfler the chairmanship of Mr.R

oJolakra

in the Gossner Theolbgheal College,Ranchi Bihay. Mre Lakra brought the

message and

Greetings from f;ﬁfn

da in Germany regarding an ecumnical partnership with the Churches

This meeting was attended by both the groups led by Rev.S.Barla
and Reve NoEkka leaders af bothm the

of West Germany,

groups of Gossner Curch .

20 The name of partiecipants;
(a) Rev, HiEkkqﬁEpd his groups
Mre CoeAeTirkey, Mro PoD. Panna, Mrs P.C. Panna, Mre N, Chaudhary
. Mro ZeBoKakra, Dr, NeMinz, Reve SeKujur, Mr. CeMsTheEklm, Rev. S,
Tirkey, Rev, CeCe Minz, Mr. Erus, Barae
(b) Reve SeBarla and his group:
. Reve SoKe Jojo, Mro Herman lakra, Rev, CeBeAind, Rev, NeBhunys
’ Mre Ae lakra, Rev. PeDeSoreng, Cade Uoalungun
e

After discuseion they arrived at the following

Oa

conclusions

by eur frdlfnds to establish and

the Churches in West Germany, specially

We welcome the suggestions made

and

maintain ecumenical partnership with

¥ith the Churches of Barlinnﬂrndanburg,

Protestant Churches

of Westfalia and +he
Eéangollcu.l Lutheran Church of Hannover | lLandes

We ourselves 9
"ur part are williug to send Cur representatives for the above pPurpose ,

Co Hereby it ie

unenimously requested that

Dire Holokdrs retired

director , Pérsomally op

request on our behalf
in West Germany,

Qur partner Churches are hereby requested fnr'undarutnnding for P
form of &pproache

@e We sgreece to continue

our dislogue for a permanent and peacefyl
Church for which Cooperation and assitatnce

®cumenical partmer Churches

sottlement in our

of our pPropoped
in West Germany are cordially requested,

«ﬁdiaawaﬂf_,_‘ . T
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Chairman: ReJe Lakrs Mot
. Recorded by & Rev, MeTete
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Berliner Missionswerk

(40 5 Mangyérystr. 19/20 1000 Berlin 41
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- o Uy — | & Gt N e
us;gm (f::, ?) :‘1 5 1 /%]7 f’ L ”jﬂ-j‘*"*f e / {;‘?’E‘;{-'L{ ;I}fi:"f? . .;;f{“.«;ﬁ-?_,f{.,i 5 = e
Y Qe 1CpnOfOT A A VA Er, 2. TRl bR Frrdlslon—/PnPsc0at2a &£ )

Fustuor i.R. Helrath Borutta Nurnberg, 14.12."7
Brandgtr. 23 . .

8500 Nurnberg = Laufamhnolz

West Gernany.

IOEE ™. o g
THe Rev.S.Barla,Pramikh Adhyaksh
. E,L.Church : .

1‘., S EE R e A e
| ‘Bihar/INDIA.

uﬁ -

Dear-Brother Barla,

| : I am writing this letter in full eonsent with
. brother Lokies and some sther breth-ren of the Kuratorlume. To av >id
nissinterpretation the best method 1s Just to quote some lines - T
brother: Lokies's letter, dated 8.12.77. e
. ] 1= T -
He woites: "The time has enme. for direct connectlon between the
go%¥ner. Church in India and the Churches 1n German{. Negotlatlinn
- ghopld be started to accomplish full parthership with the Churches
in Germany. At the end of the negotiation a formal agreement should
be signed by .the-partics cédnecerned.

= The partner-chzignes »f the Gossnher Church in Germany should be:
. * *The Church of Berlin, X i |
v ot e, Churcell” of Westfalen,
Tt oiis up to the Gossner Church to start with the initlatives o
approach and tn request the Churches in Germany, to reesgnlse the
partnershin of the ¢ .E£.L.Church. |

In future the.Xurator Hf the Gossner Church rmst be delegated
. directly by the G.E.L.Church and not be recommended nor selected
by The Kuratoriun. i

e The @nssner Church should request as soon as passible the Church
>f Westfalen th delegate an university teacher (Dozent) to the
theolhgical enllege »f Ranchl',

Resides this, he 1is riting about the moratsrium. In rder

t» denonstrate the »ffiecial ceoneeptisn »f the Landeskirchen, how
they tackle this over@one problem, he gives some authentle flgurese.
The Tamil Churfh, who is 100 years older than the Gossner Church
rcceived during the last year the followlng amount:
]I"IQI' thE’ gfinerﬂl btlﬁgefililiiliiliiilll'lll-l-lil"i 'l;ﬁOC‘ 000 DM-

In addition £Hr certain. prajects 2 .colleges 202 000 "
'. - 315 000 "

Maduras Hostel and Kindergarten eecscecccccnsces 85 000 "
24 000 "

PeTaOo




.These ligures are speaking fyr themselvese In swdgr tH malgyir
and expand the activity, therc is no diminutisn > the grant, but
Just the eontrary: an inererent. We are >f the oplnion, that this
comprehensive finanelal assistance could have been granted t-

the Gessner Church tooy provided the represantative »f the Gossner
Church im the Kurat-yrium would have pleaded f>r conercte help.

It might be, that yom may ask for the reassn, why the »fficars
In the Gossner Mission handle the problen »>f the #myratyeriun in a‘
quite differcnt wayy than the Landeskirchen. The answer, the
breth-ren in charge of the »ffice in Berlin arc of* the 2pinion

that thelr eoneception night be more sueccessful in rmo>bllising the
finanelal aecticity of the Gossner Churchs The Landeskirchen have

abolished this coneeptiong, because there are limits of the
finaneial ability, |

~ Pérsonaly I am eonvinced that even the present difffenltics

In thé. Gossner Church might diminish ang even dis-lve by intro-
dq;inganew relation towards the Landeskirechen,

In case the Gossner Church 1is prepared to go new ways) hr-'q!}

- Lbki&s and several Kurators are ready to d~ the necessary pre-

Paradtory steps in Germany. It is »f ecourse understonsd,- that your

.eonsent and your mandate for us 1s essential, We respeet the

autonony of the Church. The Gossner Church should make full use
Of her statues and direcet the Homeboard and not to direeted by

. +u¢_3erlinjs_nffiee;

“

our Lord may gulde and blegs you alle With ny best wishes

far Christmas and the New Year'I an.

| hCﬁpyzm

-

Yoiurs very-sincerely

Sd/- Boruttsa

Up.Pramukh_A@hyaﬁsh,R?v.Sqrﬂng.

i




D 1000 XXX  Desember 14, 1977

XXXXXX 851 30 6l

To
KSS§ GEL Church

Ranchi/Bihar

India

Dear Brethren,

grace and greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We, the Kuratorium
of the Gossner Mission by virtue of our long standing association with the Gossner
Evangelical Lutheran Church are united with you in the same faith of . our Lord. It
is the unity in our common Lord which constrains us to share with you the anxiety
for the Gossner Church. -

First and foremost we should like to express our joy over the latest step which you
have taken towards a reconciliation between the different Anchals. We understand
that you have invited the President of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in
India to act as mediator. We reaffirm that we would do everything possible to as-
sist the process of mediation.

While looking forward and praying for successful negotiations we ourselves feel that
we are undergoing a process of learning with regard to the relationship of the
Gossner Church and the Gossner Mission. This means that we have reached a stage in
our journey together where we have to re-examine ocur attifludes and actions and to
ask ourselves where we may have failed your: '

Are we the Gossner Mission perhaps on obstacle to a fuller autonomy on your part?

In which way should we in future practise our ecumenical partnership?

In order to clairfy the future relationship between the two bodies we repeat our
earlier offer to hold frank and brotherly discussions which may include a consult-
ation to be held jointly somewhere. Please let us know your thought after consult-
ing with each other.

While addressing this letter to you in the KSS who are the leaders of the Church
we feel comnstrained to ask you kindly to pass the letter also on to the dissent-
ing Anchals.

We remain with you in prayer that the Lord of peace may lead us and that he may
grant his wisdom for your deliberations so that by your example his name be
glorified and the Church be blessed.

Yours in Christ ’




D 1000 XXX , Desember 14, 1977

XXXRXX 851 30 61

KSS GEL Church
Ranchi/Bihar

India

Dear Brethren,

grace and greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We, the Kuratorium
of the Cossner Mission by virtue of our long standing association with the Gossner
Evangelical Lutheran Church are united with you in the same faith of our Lord. It
is the unity in our common Lord which constrains us to share with you the anxiety
for the Gossner Church.

First and foremost we should like to express our joy over the latest step which you
have taken towards a reconciliation between the different Anchals. We understand
that you have invited the President of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in
India to act as mediator. We reaffirm that we would do everything possible to as~
sist the process of mediation.

While locking forward and praying for successful negotiations we ourselves feel that
we are undergoing a process of learning with regard to the relationship of the
Gossner Church and the Gossnér Mission. This means that we have reached a stage in
our journey together where we have to re-examine our attifiudes and actions and to .
ask ourselves where we may have failed your:

Are we the Gossner Mission perhaps on obstacle to a fuller autonomy on your part?

In which way should we in future practise our ecumenical partnership?

In order to clairfy the future relationship between the two bodies we repeat our
earlier offer to hold frank and brotherly discussions which may include a consult-
ation to be held jointly somewhere. Please let us know your thought after consult-
ing with each other. | |

While addressing this letter to you in the KSS who are the leaders of the Church
we feel constrained to ask you kindly to pass the letter also on to the dissent-
ing Anchals.

We remain with you in prayer that the Lord of peace may lead us and that he may
grant his wisdom for your deliberations so that by your example his name be
glorified and the Church be blessed.

Yours im Christ,

S




D 1000 XX _ » Desember 14, 1977

XARXXX 851 30 6l

TO
KSS GEL Church

Ranchi/Bihar

India

Dear Brethren,

. grace and greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We, the Ruratorium
of the Cossner Mission by virtue of our long standing assoclation with the Gossner
Evangelical Luthiéran Church are united with you in the same faith of our Lord. It
is the unity in olur common Lord which cnnatrninl us tc share with you the anxiety
for the Gossner Church‘ f

First and foremost we should like to express our joy over the latest step which you
have taken towards a reconciliation between the different Anchals. We understand
that you have invited the President of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in
India to act as mediator. We reaffirm that we would do everything possible €o as-
sist the process of mediation.

While looking forward and praying for successful negotiations we ourselves feel 'that
we are undergoing a process of learning with regard to the relationship of the
Gossner Church and the Gossner Mission. This means that we have reached a stage in
our journey together where we have to re-éxamine our atti@udes and actions and to
ask ourselves where we may have failed your: ’

Are we the Gossner Mission perhaps on obstacle to a fuller autonomy on your part?
In which way should we in future practise our ecumenical partnexship?

In order to clairfy the future relationship between the two bodies we repeat our
earlier offer to hold frank and brotherly discussions which may include a consult-
ation to be held jointly somewhere. Plaana let us know your thought after consult-
ing with each other.

While addressing this letter to you in the KSS who are the leaders of the Church
we feel constrained to ask you kindly to pass the letter also on to the dissent-
ing Anchals.

We remain with you in prayer that the Lord of peace may lead us and that he may
grant his wisdom for your deliberations so that by your example his name be
glorified and the Church be blessed.

Yours in Christ,




Kuratorium D 1000 Xk Berlin 41

der Handjerystrabe 19/20
Gossnerschen Missionsgesellschaft Telefon B33XKH 851 30 61

Novembexr 17, 1977

To
KSS GEL Church

Ranchi/Bihar

India

Dear Brethren,

grace and greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We, the Kuratorium of the Gossner Mission by virtue of our long
standing association with the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
are united with you in the same faith of our Lord. It is the un-
ity in our common Lord which constrains us to share with you the
anxiety for the Gossner Church.

First and foremost we should like to express our joy over the
latest step which you have taken towards a reconciliation be-
tween the different Anchals. We understand that you have in-
vited the President of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in
India to act as mediator. We reaffirm that we would do every-
thing possible to assist the process of mediation.

While looking forward and praying for successful negotiations
. we ourselves feel that we are undergoing a process of learning

with regard to the relationship of the Gossner Church and the
Gossner Mission. This means that we have reached a stage in our
journey together where we have to re-examine our attitudes  and
actions and to ask ourselves where we may have failed you-

7

e 2\

Lare we the Gossner Mission perhaps on obstacle to a fuller

autonomy on your part?

fﬁ: Y Y P

In which way should we in future practise our ecumenical
partnership?

Irwhich—respect—may our active participation in the

GﬂS5nEIhﬂhuIﬂh_hE_ﬂ_hinﬂIQEEEEhhﬁh -

In order to clarify the future relationship between the two
bodies we repeat our earlier offer to hold frank and brotherly
discussions which may include a consultation to be held joint-

ly somewhere. Please let us know your thought after consulting
with each other.




While addressing this letter to you in the KSS who are the

to

We
us

SO
be

leaders of the Church we feel constrained to ask you kindly

pass the letter also on to the dissenting Anchals.

remain with you in prayer that the Lord of peace may lead
and that he may grant his wisdom for your deliberations

that by your example his name be glorified and the Church
blessed.

YDurs,ﬁb; Z%dij;f




Konzept

KSS.

Dear Brethren,

Grace and greetings to ycu in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We, the Kuratorium of the Cossner Mission by virtue of our long standing
association with the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church are united with
you in the same faith of our Lord. It is this unity in our common Lord
which constrains us to share with you the anxiety for the Gossner Church.

First and foremost we should like to express our joy over the latest
step which you have taken towards a reconciliation between the different
Anchals. We understand that you have invited the President of the United
Evangelical Lutheran Church in India to act as mediator. We reaffirm that
we would do everything possible to assist this process of mediation.

While looking forward and praying for successful negotiations we curselives
feel that we are underqoing a process of learning with regard to the
relationship of the Gossner Church and the Gossner Mission. This means
that we have reached a stage in our journey together where we have to re-

examine our attitudes and actions and to ask ourselves where we may havs
failed you.

Are we the Gossner Mission perhaps an obstacle to a fuller
autonomy on your part?

In which ways should we in future practise our ecumenical partner-
ship?

In which respect may our active participation in the Gossner Church
be a hinderance?

In order to clarify the future relationship between the two bodies wuwe
repeat our earlier offer to hold frank and brotherly discussions which
may include a consultation to be held jointly somewhere. Please let us
know your thoughts after consulting with each other.

While addressing this letter to you in the KSS who are the leaders of the

Church we feel constrained to ask you kindly to pass the letter also on
to the dissenting Anchals.

We remain with you in prayer that the Lord of peace may lead us and that
he may grant his wisdom for your deliberations so that by your exampls
his name be glorified and the Church be blessed.

Yours




Gossner Theological College,
Ranchi « l¢
J;‘_"'“"""—-—m_____ P S Bih“ - Ind.‘ll.
Rev, Jerald Furgursos [EING =~ ~ 7 August 25, 1977,
20110 DE Broadway Ct. ,' B ot o
Troutdale, QOregon, 97060 j

U.S A, l " ASH

- [}
tiledin .

Dear Jerald: ST e SR £
Greetings !
I am surprised and at my wit's end when I got your such kind of
unfair letter on 20th August. 1977. In your letter you have not
given any date and also the the name of place from where you wrote,
How you dared and wrote such unkind blaming letter to me? Who moved
you? Whoi instigated you, to write such revengeful letter to me? Do
you remember, you along with er another five American Pastors,
visited to our college on 16th August,77, at 10300 a,m, We gave you
hearty welcome and hospitality in the collage, Rev, M, Tete, the
Principal-beforehand, gave one copy of our college magazine to each
one of you, The Principal gave you a very brief report of the college
and also about the Professors and the students who do come from
their different background, tpnaking different dialects, And acoor-
-dinglz.thi students sang Bhajan ( Song) in their respective dialect,
When the programme was over, the Princhal announced that now it is
free hours, the Guests, the teachers and the students can have
informal talk and try to know each other better,
It was my privilege to meet you and had some talk. During our conver-
-gation both of us came into the the touch of Pastor Otto Bremer
and Dr, Wally Capps. I requested you to kindly greet them when Iou
go back to your land, Again by the way I informed you some problems
of our church and how it is divided inte two separate ad strative
(units). You asked me whether there is possibility of getting united
or not, I said, If the leaders of both groups get together and
would have clear cut open minded discussion, then, certainly there
is hope of regaining unity., All of you came to India to study the
Indian Lutheran Churches, So, telling some facts of our Church, it
is not a sin, but you took like that, Again you asked me about the
college, I told you taht due to disturbances in the Church we are in
financial crisis, Since October,76, we have been not able to manage
our salary. Then again, you enquired about some aid from @Germany,
I said, I do not know, whether it is céming or not, Because, since
last October, 1976, we have been not receiving our salary from our
Church K-.s-sni
Finally, the split took place in the month of March,77, just after
the visiting of our Director, Gossner Mission Board, Berlin,
Sir, Your letter indicates how you are unkind, unjust, rude and
having the mind of taking revenge, Your letter clearly indicates
that being our guest from abroad, you haive been very unchristian,
W#hile I was in U,S,A, or any other Eo‘afts of the world, I never wrote
such rude and unfair letter to any Yo
" Judge not, that you be not judged, Blame not, that you be not
Rk blamed.”™ You have tried your level best to judge and blame me
such innocent person, I do not have any congregation, I am not a
Parish Pastor., I am a humble and simple teacher in the Seminary
and trying my utmost for this highest, So, I will humbl urgOJou.
to get reconciled with me as early as possible, ",... off all
these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of
our mouth,® ( Colossians 3:8 ). |
n this very letter, 1 am rewriting what you wrote to mei-
" Mr, Tirkey, If it was your intent to be rude, inconsederate, and
unchristian through your letter of protest about our visit, you have
succeeded, I, for one, will not visit your church area and will
convey to Otto Bremer, WALLY CAPFS And your other friends in the
U.,S.A,, how you have repaid their hospitality by placing a friend of
theirs in the middle of your petiy squabbles here, Your quarrell was
not with us, and it was rude of you to involve us in it, My report
tot the LWF and Gossner Mission will expres-s my unhappiness with %

this situation, Indian hospitality, bot to mention Christian Love,
is obviously not a virtue of your splinter group.

Cont in, page 2




contin, page 2

You obviously think more yourself and your positions in the Church
than your guests from Abroad, I hope I am never so rude to guests
from abroad, JERALD HRGI;HSCI&.'

/Déar Sir, Your letter clearly indicates about your ruddness.
1 do not have any position in the Church, simply teaching job in
the Seminary, I do not have any congregation so that I may
protest your visit, You wrote 'me such unkind and bad letter, because
you were misled, misguided. You should have had thought before you
wrote me, Why did you write m»? You should have written to the
Very person who protested you against your visit, I am also rewrie
-ting the letter of the person who did not allow you to visit his

area, _
| ( True Copy )
268/77/f = 48 | 9th August, '77.

Teo | |
Rev, Dr, G, Thomas Edward,
Executive Secretary, UELC.I,
Kilpauk, Madras =10,

Dear Sir

" You are aware of the internal dispute among the constie
tuent of the G,E.L. Church, We regret very much that you have not
able to come to us,

Ingpite of these facts Iou have made this programme of L.W.F,
Group Exchange Programme to visit our Church. Naturally they will
not able to have a correct idea of the Church,

We strongly protest against this programme and request you
to advise them to carry out their study through self study Co-ordi-
-nator's office Ranchi,

With respects,
Yours sincerely,

Attested Sd/ N, Bkka

c- Bt Hinz gtﬂnn-
22/8/77 Pramukh Adhyaksh
Office Secretary N.W.,-G,E,L, Church, RANCHI,

CC: Dr, K Rajaratnam,
G/o Acting President,
AE.L, Church, Guntur,

Dear Jerald: I am so sorry, that in_sgitl of replying to the
concerned person you wrote me, So this n;rclur cut reply to
zaur letter, Friends, like Kou come from abroad, and sometimes

© the same ¥ thing, They s ould have the mind of Jesus, and
try to study the real situation in our Indian Churches, every-
where, and be the mediator, be the reconciler to us anﬁ not other-
-wise, Try to play the role of justice and truth and Christian
Love, I hope you will certainly understand me and will not try to
blame me again,

Yours sincerely,
C- #H8 Uy os,
( C.A.B, Tirkey ) 0]

l- Rlv. Qtﬁ hmr - U-S.An
2, Dr, Wally Cepps - U.S.A,
3, Dr, William Lesser- U.S.A,
‘/ ™ L.wlpl - &Mﬂ.
« Gossner Migssion Board, Berlin,
6- R"’u or, G, Tb“l' Ed'.rd. hdra‘.
T« Rev, N, E&I| Ranchi.
8. Rev, M, Tete, Principal, G.Theol. College, Ranchi,




Fith, 1977
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION

Ref. No. Ran/Gelydo/25/77 /E[?T:':‘*--_.ﬁ_‘__ Date.. 23rd August, 1977,
The Director, / afiz E [
1, Barlin 41, (Friedenau) | ~ 1. SEP 1099
Handjerysstr 19/20 3 <197
W Germngiv, Uﬁr &luge
—-______.___—‘-_‘_‘~ .

Regpected Sir, St

We invite your kind attention to our lebtter No, Ran/Gelydo/21/77

of the 19th current and have to again remind you that the pregsent

Pramukh Adhysksh Srli S, Barla and his yesman and ths G,E,L,Church
anthorities are involved in castism, As such you are requessted %o
prevail upon them so that they should not adopl such heinous activities,

The pregent G,BEL,Church asuthorities are discharging their duties
without a sense of dedication and service o the members of tae chureh.
There should be cordial relation between the G,%,L,Church memberg and
the authorities concemed for coanstractive development work, without
which nothing concrete and constructive development work can be done,

. Degpite of the changed circumstances of the country the concemed

peonle are not considering grivences gympathetically to ensure a clean
adminigtration, HAnd this is becaise, we had requested you in the past
not to ralease the grant or aid,

We hope your reply may be expected after getiéing the point

immediately examined and send detailed reply to us at your earilest
- Tours faithfully,
G. E. L. CHURCH COMPOUND, RANCHI-834001 ==Teprs

convience,

' |

"'_':.-antd....E. >




Estb. 1977
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION

Ref. No... Contd, .. .2 (20 R e

¢eCs SeBarla (Pramukh Adhyaksh) SOUTH WEST XUREHNY AVCHAL,

cec. N,Bika (Pramikh Adhysksh) North West Anchali For necessary action,

Cc.¢s Dr, Rajanatnam, Madras.! For necessary action,

. c.ce World Federation of Lutheran India, Madras(Asia Secretary)

cec, Carl J, Hellberg,Switserland : for necessary action in the matter.

e Ma
c.c, to GELYID, President, Balasore, Orissa, ' pPleo— b1l up m;ﬂﬂﬂh
CsCe to &'...T..‘IDG Asstt, SE{II‘Etﬁ."’H, Rﬁi‘t‘."d,’l" (M.P )B‘ iTeady, Gofinn 7

¢,c, to uELIEIJ Vice President, Senta Cruz East, Bombay,

Yours faithfully,
FDI‘ J.H.L Y D.G

SsTeppe
B ey

G. E L. CHURCH COMPOUND, RANCHI-834001




GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

)
’

Chairman :
Rev. Dr. J. J. P. Tiga Rev. Surendra Mohan M. G

M.A., S.T.M., Ph. D.

in Chotanagpur & Assam

NORTH WESTERN ANCHAL

Interim General Counecil

Treasurer :
e\ Prot. Dr. P. C. Horo
T
e ._ i II|1I ["ll'1 4'.';.' Ph-- Dq

—

Secrelary .
Clo The Kendriya Salahkarci-Sable — , -
G. E. L. Church Cnmpﬁg:}gdn, *Ranch -

i

-

\. 24 D«ﬁ‘:'-""ﬁ L \
1 5} ' .Ii
\ _.r....-"i'g

: cledigl +r et
TO' \,1. '
le The Director, Lutheran World Federation, Benova

2« The Asla Secretary, Lutheran Wordd Pederation., Zenov
3¢ The Diﬁ“ﬁr' GOﬂv;nir Migsion y Berlin : %

Dear 8irs,

We beg to enclose herewith coples of our followin
lgtiters for your kind information " ¢

l. Circular No. 2 in Hindi addressed to the nembers
of the North Westem Anchal of the G.E.L.Church dated 15.,7.77

2 A letter addressed jointly to tlenmen
dated 21.7.77 d v .

3¢ Ciraular letter to the members of the
North Westem Anchal eof the B-E.L.Chtlrd_! dated 6.8.,77

4. Ciroular letter to the members of the North Wese
tem Anchal of the C.E.L.Chirch in Hindi dated 6.8.77,

5.Cirealar Noo.l.

Yours Sincerely,

Copy toi- 9\ h ooy

The Prammkh Adhyaksh Rev.S.Barla
GEL Church Ranechi.

!
L




GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

in Chotanagpur & Assam

NORTH WESTERN ANCHAL

Interim General Council

Chairman : Secretary . Treasurer :
Rev. Dr. ]. J. P. Tiga Rev. Surendra Mohan M. G. Prof. Dr. P. C. Horo
Clo The Kendriya Salahkari Sabha
G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi ~

{3 w g=aT qo R
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| “ Rev. J.JP. Tiga 26 = Rev. Christopal Ekka 54 Shree Gossner Runda
(Chairman) 27 ,, William Khalkho 55 - ,, Gabriel Lakra
2 Rev, S. Mohan M. G. 28 ,, Obed Toppo 56 ,, Dhiraj Lakra
(Secretary) 29 ,, Samuel Toppo 57 ., Mansidh Tigga
3 Prof. Dr. P.C, Horo 30 ,, Theodore Kujur 58 . .. John .
(Treasurer) 31 ,, S.,Ch. Naik 59 ., Rinjus Kerketta
4 Rev. C.H, Tirkey 32 Shree Th. Surin 60 Prach. Simon Kerketta
5 Mr. Jiwan Lakra 33 . CK Titkey 61 Shree Mansuri Kulu
6 Rev. Suresh Toppo 3a | W, Soy 62 ,, Kiran Lakra
7 Rev Muktiprakash Ekka 35 ,, John Toppo 63 ,, Paulbs Minz
§ Rev. N. M. Surin 36 ,, LK. Toppo 64 ,, S.P. Toppo .
9 Rev, P. Hansda 37 ., Solomon Lakra 65_ ,, Demas Toppo,
10 Mr. J. Barwa 3B " KoM Tiru Advocate
11 Mr. Ishwari Porh 39  Prach. Suresh Toppo 66 Cand. Binod Nag
12 ,, Philip Minz 40 Shree J.]. Barla 67 ,, Barla
13 ,, Binod Lakra 41 , K M. Topono 68 Shree Pyara Barla
14 Dr. P.S, Toppo 42 ,, M. Lakra 69 . Behari Minz
15 Mr. Manohar Minz 43 , P. Kujur 70 ., N.M. Dang
16 ,, Salmon Minz 44 , Jiwao Lakra 71 ,, Jack Topono
17 Prach. Johan Bage 45 , Marshal Kulu 72 Miss Chonhen Kujur
18 Shree Shanti Lakra 46 ,, Salan Barla 73 Shree Bishram Minz
19 ,, Bilas Bakhla 47 ,, Jolpolhem Tiga 74 » Suresh Lakra
20 Miss Pyar1 Minz 48 , Arbind Horo 75 ,, Mansidh Topono .
21 Shrimati Shanti Lakra 49 , Manohar Tiga 76 ., CJK. Topono
22 Shree Sahay Tiga 50 ., Bimal Tirkey 77 ., Mangal Tiga
23 Rev. G. Kerketta 51 Rev. Marshal Kerketta 78 ,, Prasoon Kujur
24—Rev-M—TFoppe 52 Shree Immanuel Sanga 79 Rev, H, Kullu
25 Rev, J. Kiro 53 ,, Nirmal Tigga 80 Shree Eleakum Tiga
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1 Rev. Dr. J J.P, Tiga Ranchi Ilaka 9 Rev. C.H; Tirkey Lohardaga Ilaka
2 ,, Surendra Mohan M.G. Ranchi llaka 10 - Dr. P.S. Toppo, Lohardaga Ilaka
3 Prof. Dr. P.C., Horo, Hazaribagh Ilaka vy - 11y Shree Salmon Minj, Lohardaga Ilaka
4 Rev, Gossner Kerketta, Ranchi Ilaka -+ | + 2. Prach: Johan Bage, Palamu Ilaka
5> Rev. Mukti Prakash Ekka, Ranchi llaka 0 13, Shree P D. Bage, Ranchi llaka
6 Shree Premchand Beck, Hazaribagh |laka . .+ - 14  Shree Th. Surin, Ranchi Ilaka
7 ,, Joseph Barwa, Hazaribagh Ilaka 15 Rev. N.M, Surin, Duars Ilaka
8 , C.D, Joseph Purty, Hazaribagh llaka 16 Shree Jiwan Lakra Ranchi Tlaka

Copy to—The Pramukh Adhyaksh Rev, S. Barla
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. GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

- | in Chotanagpur & Assam
NORTH WESTERN ANCHAL

Interimm General Council

Chairman - Secretary - Treasurer |
Rev. Dr. J. ]J. P. Tiga Rev. Surendra Mohan M. G Prof. Dr. P. C. Horo
M.A., S.T.M., Ph. D. C/o The Kendriya Salahkari Sabha M.A., Ph. D.

G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi

To,
1. The Rev. Niranjan Ekka, L.ohardaga
2. Mr. Jehabenus Lakra, Ranchi
3. Rev. Silas Kujur, Kanke.
4. Mr, C. A. Tirkey, Chainpur
5. Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minj, Ranchi.
Ranchi, the 21st July, 1977
Dear Sirs,

| We the undersigned members of the North-Western Anchal of the G. E. L. Church in
. Chotanagpur and Assam, with due respect, beg to point out :

1. That you have violated Article Eighteen of the Constitution of our Gossner Church in as much

as you have trespassed within the jurisdiction of the Pramukh Adhyaksh and have acted against the
authority, rights, powers and duties assigned exclusively to him.

Your letters, printed notices and circulars, your activities and behaviour in the Christ Church at
Ranchi recently on the 9th June and 15th July, are abundant proof of your transgression of this,
important part of our Constitution, You were given previous letters of objection but you did not pay
any attention to the objections made by the Pramukh Adhyaksh. Thus you have not only violated

Article XVIII in ordaining three persons, you have disobeyed him and forced your way in your
programme.

2. That you cleﬁt.:d the spiritual authority of the G. E. L, Church by making another Pramukh
Adhyaksh most unconstitutionally and illegally.

3. That by making a rival Pramukh Adhyaksh in illegal and unconstitutional manner you made
an attempt to break into pieces the visible symbol of the unity of the Gossner Church.

. 4, That in as much as you defied the spiritual guardian of the doctrines and confessions of the

Gossner Church you made an attempt to set every man free to have his own doctrines and confessions
not necessarily the ones laid down in the Constitution,

5. You have given proof that you do not acknowledge and accept the duly elected Pramukh
Adhyaksh Rev. S. Barla as your Pastor Pastorum.

6. You have shown the way that any one at any time can ordain any person to the ministry of the
Gossner Church which will ultimately result in conflict, confusion, disorder and indecency against which
St. Paul warns us and says, “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace......If any one thinks that
he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that what I am writing to you is a command of the

Lord. If any one does not recognise this, he is not recognised...... all things should te done decently
and in order.” 1 Cor. 14 : 33-40.

7. The Pramukh Adhyvaksh is the authority to maintain order and peace in the Gossner Church.
Y ou have broken peace and order in the Church. You have violated the discipline of the Church and

have given an example for indiscipline and disobedience in the Church which is by no means a miner
o ffence.

8. That without the permission of the Pramukh Adhyaksh rather against his objections you
led a pracession into the Christ Church, a holy place and almost all that you did there was a demons-
tration against the Pramukh Adhyaksh who is the pastor of the Ranchi headquarters congregation.
Most of what vou did on the 9th June and 15th July wasa challenge, a demonstration against duly
appointed authorities of the church which could have been done anywhere outside the church. You
have intentionally and deliberately desecrated the church,
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9. That without consulting us who are members of the N. W. Anchal and without asking
for our opinion you separated from the Kendriye Salahkari Sabha of the Gossner Church in spite of
repeated requests and invitations from the Pramukh Adhyaksh.

10. You have declared that there is a newborn Church of which vou Rev, Ekka claim to be the
Pramukh Adhyaksh and you call your Church North West G. E_ L. Church. This name is altogether
strange, unknown and foreign to us. There is no such church anywhere here. One thing is clear. that
you have gone out of the Gossner Church.

11, The mandate passed by the G. E. L. Church in 1960 signed by the late Rt. Rev. Dr. R. B.
Manikam, late Rev.]. A. Kujur, Mr. P. D, Panna, Mr. N. E. Horo, and the Rev. J. J: P. Tiga and
published for the members of the Church to obey the Constitution passed in 1960 is in vogue and valid.
In the case instituted by Shree Phulchand Panna against some very important leaders of the Church
about three years ago the learned Magistrate has given the following order :

“Order”

That let the Plaintiff's suit be decreed exparte with cost on the exparte Scale declaring that
the defendents have no richt to interfere with the administration and control of the Gossner Church
or to effect its constitution or to deo acts contrary to the said constitution. The defendents are
hereby restrained by a way of permanent injunction from acting as Pramukh Adhyaksh or
Constitution making body or in any manner contrary to the said Constitution affecting the Gossner
Church or its organizational units or parts or from interfering with. the Constitution of the Gossner
Church. The defendant No, 1 however, will remain and act as a caretaker as per direction issued in this
case to administer the working of the Church till constitutionally valid officials of the K.S.S. according

to the provisions of the constitution of the Gossner Church are elected constitutionally for the vacant
posts caused by resignation of the defendent nos. 2, 3, 8 and 9."”

Revd. Dr. Nirmal Minz and Mr, C. A. Tirkey are among the defendants. We wonder how
they can indulge in violating the Constitution one clause after another, one Act after another and how
they can indulge in interfering with the administrative affairs and workings of the G, E. L. Church asa
whole and with the affairs of the North-Western Anchal in particular.

12, The Pramukh Adhyaksh is elected, as per provisions of the Constitution by the house of
Adhyakhes. This house has never elected Rev, Niranjan Ekka as Pramukh Adhyaksh and vet he calls
himself Pramukh Adhyaksh. This is wrong, illegal and unconstitutional.

13. Mr. Jehabanus Lakra did not shift to the area of the North-Western Anchal within two
months as required by the rules. He forfeited his officership long ago. Therefore all his actions
and correspondence are null and vetid.

14, According to our Constitution Rajganjpur, Rourkela etc. belong to the Orissa Anchal,
Simdega belongs to the Madhya Anchal, and Tatanagar belongs to the South-Eastern Anchal. You
have taken some people from these places in your organization. This is illegal and unconstitutional.

15. By your so-called ‘Biliyan’ function on July 15, 1977 you invited and admitted into vour
organization some Oraons from Orissa, Madhya and South Eastern Anchals because you want to
separate the Oraons from the Mundas, vou are creating hatred against the Mundas in the minds of the
Oraons. This is against the purpose, practice and spirit of Father Gossner, the founder of the Gossner
Church, of the missionaries whom he sent from Berlin and also against the purpose, practice and spirit
of the late Rev, Hanukh Dutto Lakra, the father of Autonomy of the G. E. L. Church. Instead of
teaching and practising national unity and national integration you are creating and are making active
propaganda to harbour, enhance and foster communal hatred among members of the G. E. L. Church.
This is against Christian doctrine of the Communion of Saints “% faeard F3ar g afaa # 7@ 9T’ 1. There
is a fellowship, a communion, a Koinonia of saints or Christians or believers in Jesus Christ. We
members of the Gossner Church believe in the existence of this koinonia-Communion of Christians
where we, as members of this Koinonia, are helped by the Holy Ghost who causes this community to
grow daily and become strong in the faith and its fruits which He produces. (See the Large Catechism
of Martin: Luther— Concordia Triglotta p 693). There is no room for Communal harted in the Christian
fellowship, This is one of the doctrinal bases of our Constitution. We can not violate it, This doctrine
of Communion of Saints does not allow us to hate one another or to try to live and have administrations
separately, one for Oraons and the other for Mundas, It is often quoted that there is a Tamil Lutheran
Church, an Andhra Lutheran Church. The Lutheran Church says, “The unity of the Church, as an
external body, lies in its faith and confession, Divergencies in organization or in practice growing out
of historical antecedents, difference of nationality or language, or the convenience of its members do not
affect this unity’’ A Summary of Christian Faith by H. E, Jacobs, Professor of Systematic Theology in
the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, P 398. There could have been separate organizations
for Oraons and Mundas and other tribes within the Church only on these four grounds : But,
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a) Historical antecedents : History gives evidence that Mundas and Oraons have always lived
together. Even today there are Mundas in Oraon villages. There 1s one Chotanagpur Tenancy Act for
all. There is one Government under which we all live, Above all, there 18 no evidence that the Oraons
and Mundas have had separate Churches or administrative units any where in India. There is no proof
of historical antecedents for separate Government administration or Church administration. Rather on
the other hand, there are three big Churches, Lutheran Church, Church of North India and the Roman
Catholic Church=in all these Churches and also in other small Churches there is no proof of historical
antecedents for separate units of organizations for Mundas and Oraons. The opposite 1s true, The
Lutheran Church in Chotanagpur is from her very inception a Church of Oraons, Mundas, Bengalis,
Kharias and others together and it has been thus for all these 127 vears. Tamil and Andhra Lutheran
Churches have separate organizations from the very beginning.

b) Difference of nationality or Language or the convenience of its members ; These need no
consideration. The Church has already lived for 127 years as one Gossner Church for Oraons, Mundas
and all others together,

Y our suggestion or desire to have a separate organization for the Oraons 1s out of place, and out of
date. Thereis no justification for it. Besides, Oraons are not a nation, They have several pastors
who do not speak the Oraon language themselves. There are many Oraon congregations who worship
through the medium of Hindi or Ganwari. Oraon language has not been kept by the Oraons so as to
justify a separate organization on the ground of language.

If we think of convenience we have to say that Oraons are not compact in any one area or district,
They are all spread out. The idea of convenience is altogether out of place. Rather the other sideis
true. The Bishop of the R. C. Church and the Bishop of the Church of North India have no inconveni-
ence in looking after their people although they also are from different tribes and mainly from Oraons
and Mundas, Hence the question of convenience or inconvenience does not arise at all.

Thus you have done viclence to one of the doctrines of the Lutheran Church as shown above.

16. We, the North Western Anchal of the Gossner Church, in co-operation with the Kendriya
Salahkari Sabha and the Board of Evangelism and Literature have sent Padris and Evangelists to
Surguja, Khuria, Udaipur and Palamau. They have been sent as missionaries to preach Jesus Christ and
to help establish the Kingdom of God. They have to preach Christ and not the Oraon
Raj. Jesus answered, “My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, mw
servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the
world.” John 18 : 36 Saint Paul says, '‘For the kingdom of God does not mean food and drink, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, he who thus serves Christ 1s acceptable to God and
approved by men,” Rom 14: 17 & 18.

17. You have done violence to Article four of the Constitution which is a corollary to the Doctrinal
Basis, It deals with the Basic Principles and Organization, Here it is laid down, ‘““The authorities and
tasks given to the Church are authorities and tasks of the Whole Church, Theretore they are to be
administered by all constituent parts of the Church, local congregations, regional units and central bodies
acting together, severally or jointly, as set forth in this Constitution and its Bye-laws,"” ( P. 3 of the
Constitution ). It is further said, “The one and indivisible Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church at
present consists of four administrative units, known as Anchal, and they are: (1) The Assam Anchal,
(2) North-Western Anchal, (3) The Orissa Anchal and (4) The South-Eastern Anchal. These
Anchals are inseparable parts of one and the same Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chotanagpur
and Assam” PP 3.4 You have completely demolished this organizational arrangement and machinerylaid
down in the Constitution.

Under the circumstances we the undersigned members of the North-Western Anchal of the
G, E. L. Church make the following declaration :

1. That vours is an illegal and unconstitutional body.

2, That vou Rev. N. Ekka, Mr, Jehabenus Lakra, Rev. Silas Kujur, Rev. Dr. N. Minz and
Shri C. A. Tirkey have left the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and its North-Western Anchal.
Therefore you are not the officers and leaders of the North-Western Anchal.

3. That you have no right, power and authority over the properties—moveable and immoveable,
which are now under the use, control and administration of the North-Western Anchal.

4, That you have no rights, no power, and no authority over the institutions, which are under the
North=Western Anchal.

5. That you have no jurisdicticn over the congregations of the G. E. L. Church within the area
of the North~-Western Anchal,
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Yours faithfully,
1. Rev. Dr. ]. J. P. Tiga, Ranchi llaka 10, P. D, Bage, Ranchi llaka
2. Rev. S. Mohan M. G., Ranchi llaka 11. Salmon Minz, Lohardaga llaka
3 Prof. Dr. B.C. Horo, Hazaribagh llaka 12, Johan Bage, Lofiardaga llaka
4. Rev. Gossner Kerketta, Ranchi llaka 13. Rev.C. H Tirkey, Lohardaga Haka
5 Dr P.S. Toppo, Lohardaga Ilaka 14. Theaphil Surin, Ranchi llaka
6 . Rev. M. P. Ekka, Ranchi llaka 15. Rev. Suresh Toppo, Ranchi Ilaka
7 Premchand Beck, Hazaribagh laka 16. T. ]. Barla, Ranchi llaka
8. Joseph Barwa, Hazaribagh Ilaka 17. Rev. N. M. Surin, Duars llaka
9 C.D. Joseph Purty, Hazaribagh llaka 18. Rev, 1. Kiro, Jatatoly llaka
(1) 8. D, O. Rancha
(2) Dy. Com. Ranchi
(3) S.D. O. Gumla
(4) S. D. O. Lohardaga
(5) 8. D. O, Hazaridagh
(6) Director, Lutheran World Federation
(7) Director, (Gossner Mission
(8) President, F. E. L. C. (I) Sd/— Rev, S, Mohan M. G, 21-7-77
(9)—(12) Anchal Adhyakshes of the G. E. L. Church Clo The Kendriye Salakari Sabha
(13) The Pramukh Adhyaksh Rev, S, Barla G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi
(14) The Rt. Rev, Dorairaj Peter

Printed at the G. E. L. Church Press, Ranchi
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

in Chotanagpur & Assam
NORTH WESTERN ANCHAL

Interim General Council

Chairman : Secretary : Treasurer :
Rev. Dr. J. J. P. Tiga Rev. Surendra Mohan M. G. Prof, Dr. P. C. Hero
M.A., S.T.M., Ph. D. C/o The Kendriya Salahkari Sabha M.A., Ph. D.

G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi

The members of the North Western Anchal of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Chotanagpur and Assam,
Ranchi 6th August, 1977.

Dear brethren,

You have seen many leaflets and handbills during these days Rev. Niranjan Ekka started this
attack against the church and we are trying to defend her. We continue to remember you and we wish
you grace, peace and love from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. You may have already read
our Suchna No. 1, Suchna No. 2 and the four page printed letter addressed jointly to Rev. Niranjan Ekka,
Rev. Silas Kujur, Mr. C. A. Tirkey, Mr. Z, B, Lakra and Rev. Dr. N. Minz. We have not yet met
all the points raised by Rev. Niranjan Ekka, especially in his long leaflet printed and circulated in
Hindi dated 27/4/77 to

1. Separate Oraon Administrative Unit For The Oraons in the G. E, L. Church.

Those Oraons who seek separate administration bring allegation against the Mundas saying that
they suppress them and oppress the Oraons. They say that the Munda majority in the KSS is doing
injustice to the Oraons and they goon saying that the Mundas have been harming and injuring the
Oraons all through. We have to point out that these allegations are altogether wrong and baseless. We
may point out that there have been unhappy and unpardonable agressions of Oraon authorities against
“the Oraons themselves. This is borne out by the fact that even at present there are four sharp divisions
among the Oraons of the Gossner Church :- (1) Ranchi Dharam Pradesh Group (2) Rev. Niranjan Ekka
Group = there are many Oraons especially in his headquarters at Lohardaga who feel the pinch of his
oppression and injustice and for the last 13 or 14 years they have stood fast fighting against his injustice
and injurious activities, Oraons are not happy and satisfied under the Oraon authorities. Some of the
Oraons of Ranchi Dharam Pradesh did not take part in the function on the 15th July and they are still
a separate Ranchi Dharam Pradesh Group. (3) Oraons who are in the North Western Anchal and who
are not with Rev. N. Ekka nor with the Ranchi Dharam Pradesh they are with the KS8. We think
that we remain with the rest of the Church as before, - after all there are no such injustice done in
the KSS which are not happening in the administrations and managements outside our KSS, There are
many Oraon people who have right now their wives and children hungry and suffering because of
injustice done against them by Rev. N. Ekka, Dr. N. Minz and other Oraon authorities in the
N. W. Anchal. They find no solution in 2 separate Oraon Raj in the G. E. L. Church. There are
many Oraons who have no faith in those Oraons who think and claim that they are leaders of the
Oraons of the G. E, L. Church. They would prefer to be under one Central authority. (4) Some
Oraons, having seen so many divisions among the Oraons, are altogether indifferent to the church and
we are responsible for giving them this offence. They do not go to any of the church services
they would rather remain at home or go fishing.

2. The Ecumenical Commission And The Constitution of 1960.

This Constitution is a costly gift of the Ecumenical Lutheranism for the Gossner Church, The
Lutheran World Federation and the Gossner Mission together spent more than 40,000/- for this
Constitution. Rt, Rev. R. B, Manikam was its. Chairman, Bishop Myers wasan active and earnest
member. Dr. Kishi of Tokyo, Japan wasa member always of the Commission with prayers and best
wishes, He could not be physically with us for want of visa. In this Commission there were ten
members from the Gossner Church of whom 8 were Oraons and only two Mundas. When the consti-
tution was approved and adopted by the Mahasabha a Continuation - Committee was appointed to take
care of all the lacunae. In this Continuation Committee of five members there were 3 Oraons, only one
Munda and the fifth was Rt. Rev. R, B. Manikam as the chairman; The majority, in the Ecumenical
Commission as well as in the Continuation Committee consisted of the Oraons. If this Constitution
is to be replaced, the whole of the Gossner Church must under the mighty hand of God come to have
one mind and one spirit and singleness of heart in order to make a better Constitution, Splitting is




[i1]

easy, even the children can do the breaking, but it is the coming to be of one mind which is the
requirement for the purpose of uniting which is needed. We cannot afford to loose the one which 1s
in our possession without some other Constitution ready and complete in all its aspects to justify
forsaking the old and accepting the new.

3. The So-Called New Constitution

Many people have expressed great anxiety for a new constitution and they are right in having
the concern. The truth of the matter is that the KSS did appoint a Drafting Committee. It is true
that the Committee could not submit it-on the date fixed for the purpose. Then another Committee
was appointed by the KS8S. This drafting Committee had several sessions. Representatives of the N.
W. Anchal had full share in the deliberations and decisions. Some of the meetings were held under the
chairmanship of Rev, Dr. N. Minz who was then the Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh. Mr. Zehabenus Lakra
was the Recording Secretarv. The drafting Committee finished its work although great majority of the
members of the Committee were under temporary injunction order of the court. As soon as the
drafting was completed and editorial work was done it was placed before the KSS and the KSS accepted
it in its meeting held on the 4th to 9th Dec. 1974, The printed copy of it in 44 pages is here with us.
Because of the injunction order the implementation of it was held in suspence with the decision that as
soon as the injunction will be vacated this new Censtitution be implemented. The court vacated the
temporary injunction on 27-9-1975 and the KS8S officers immediately sent out notices for the
full KSS to meet on the 30th October 1975 in order to implement the new Constitution which had
already been accepted by the KSS. In the pastoral letter dated 30-3-77 Rev. 8. Barla Pramukh Adhyaksh
says that according to the arrangement made by the K85 Dr. C. K. Paul Singh was Acting Primukh
Adhyaksh; that during his regime a new constitution was made by the K35 but it could not be imple-
mented. The meeting of the KSS on 30-10-1975 was called especially to implement the new Cons-

titution.

Rev. Niranjan Ekka writes :— (translation from Hindi) —

uA PRESENTATION OF THE PRESENT SITUATION OF THE G. E. L. CHURCH IN
CHOTANAGPUR AND ASSAM.

(Anga) : — 30th October 1975 - an important day - Meeting of the K8S According to the notice
under the chairmanship of Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh Dr. C. K. Paul Singh a meeting of the K85 was
held on the 30th Oct. 1975. None of the members of the South Eastern Anchal took part in it nor did
they inform about their absence. Knowingly they boycotted this KSS. Fortunately on account of
the presence of the members from Assam, Orissa, Madhya and North West Anchal there was a quorum
and yet according to the 1960 Constitution if any of one of the Anchals gave a negative corroborative
vote it was enough to nullify any of the decisions of the K83. Here was formed the gulf of the division
of the Church. The hard labours of two years became futile. The members of the majority group
betrayed, The KSS. of the day declared an emergency in the Church and placed the burden of
administration of the Church singlehanded upon Dr. C. K. Paul Singh in the capacity of Pramukh

Adhyaksh.

The North West Anchal took decision that as long as the fundamental problem on account of
which the tension and restlessness go on increasing is not fully solved the N. W. Anchal will not
participate in the formation of the K§S. It is for the fulfillment of this purpose that the K835 was

dissolved.”

Now we shall immediately see that Rev, Niranjan Ekka 1s totally wrong and is misguiding us,

Extract from the “MINUTES OF THE EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE KSS DATED
15-16 MARCH 1975.”

Prayer := The meeting started with a short prayer led by the new A:ting Pramukh Adhyaksh
Rev. Dr. N, Minz,

1. Attendance := 1. Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minz. 10, Rev. 8. Barla - Orissa
Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh 11. Mr. N. Kerketta - Orissa
2. Rev. N. Bhuinya - SEA 12. Mr. T. P, Lakra = *“ absent
3 Rev.C. B. Aind - SEA 13. Rev. CSB. Horo = Assam
14. Rev. P. D. S. Bage - Assam
4. Mr. B. Topno = SEA 15. Shri G. Tiru - Assam
5. Mr. H. Soy - SEA 16. Mr. P. Surin - Assam = absent
6. Rev. S, Kujur - NWA 17. Rev, P. D. Soreng - Madhya Anchal
7. Mr. C. A. Tirkey = NWA 18. Rev. S, Dungdung - Madhya Anchal
8, Mr. E. Bara - NWA 19. Rev, Dr. CK.P. Singh-Co-opted.
9. Rev. M. Jojo = Orissa 20. Rev. N. Bor - Co-opted.
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2. Honourable visitors = 1. Rev. M. Seeberg Director G, M.

2. Dr. K. Rajaratnam, Secy & Promotional Director F. E. L. C. I,
3. Dr. M. Bage, Serampore College

Item No. 7. Corroborative vote :— The KSSis bid to bring a new draft Constitution in the
church but it has felt one obstacle, namely, the Corroborative vote of Anchals, which always stand on
the way. It was therefore resolved that this clause in the Constitution whenever it appears be amended

or altered so that wayv be opened to push the new draft Constitution forward and a new Constitution
will be possible.

After a great deal of talk it was agreed that the following alteration be made in regard to the
sections related to Corroborative vote, Amendment proposed to the Constitution 1—

“Article Four :— Basic Principles and Explanations Part 11 Organisation :— 6 (d) (ii) that the
words "“The Constitution of the Church and its Bye-laws” be deleted in the above Article.

Article Twenty-five :— Bye“laws and amendments to the Constitution : Para (1) delete the final
words in paragraph “‘which shall become effective only after the Corroborative vote of each of the
Anchals” and add the words ‘“‘by a majority vote” after the words “‘and take a decision”. The Art,
amended sentence will now read '“The KS8S shall meet and take a decision by 2 majority vote’'

Para 2 Art. 25 :— Bye-laws and amendments : delete the phrase in parenthesis “provided the
representation of any one Anchal en-block did not vote against it” in para 2 in the sentence '“The KSS

shall then meet and take a decision’ and add “by a majority vote’’. Amended sentence will read “The
KS5 shall meet and take a decision by a majority vote.”

8. Drafting Committee :— A new drafting Committee of the following members was
constituted :(— |

1. Rev.C. B. Aind 2. Mr. G. Tiru-Substitute-Rev. CSB Horo

3. Rev. Dr. M. Bage 4. Rev. P. D. Soreng

5. Mr. C. A, Tirkey 6 Mr. M, T. Samad-Ranchi

7. Mr. Z. Lakra or Shri Urbanus Toppo.

Rev. C. B. Aind was appointed Convener of the Committee. It was noted that regarding
Mr. Z. Lakra certain points be clarified before he be taken as member. Pramukh Adhvaksh may attend
the Committee meeting as an ex-officio member.
Ratified by the KSS on 16th April, ’74. Sd/- C, A. Tirkey
Sd/- N. Minz 17.4.74 16.3.74
Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh.

The KSS again met on the 28th June to 1st July 1974 and made the following record :
““Corroborative votes on amendments to clause-Art. Four : Basic Principles Part Il Organisation 6 (d)

(11), Article 25 para 1 and 2 were received in positive by all the five Adhyakshas (North West, South
East, Orissa, Assam and Madhya”.

We see from these minutes of March 15-16, 1974 that Rev. Ekka is completely misinformed and
he has all this time been labouring under totally wrong ideas. The very ground of his separation from
the K88 is baseless and without foundation. The fact is that in this Emergency meeting of the KSS
Rev, Dr. N. Minz was in the chair as Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh. Rev. 8. Kujur, Mr. C. A. Tirkey and
Mr. Bara were all present. Tn other words there was full representation of the N. W. Anchal in this
meeting of the K88 which altered the Constitution setting aside the requirement of Corroborative vote
in Art. Four 6 (d) (ii), Article Twenty-five para (1) and Art. Twenty-five para (2).

The whole requirement of Corroborative vote has been completely removed and therefore the
absence or presence of the members from the 8. E. Anchal did not matter at all. The members present
on 30,10.75 were quite competent to take a decision to implement the New Constitution. It is surprising
how and why Rev. Niranjan Ekka was ignorant of this important decision taken by the KS8S under the
chairmanship of Dr, N. Minz, It is surprising that when under the wrong pretext the North West
Anchal took the decision not to participate in the formation of the KSS and to have its separate
administration why these leaders Dr. Minz, Rev. Kujur Mr, C. A. Tirkey who took part in the decision
to remove the requirement of Corroborative vote, did not tell the Anchal that it was wrong on their

part to go out from the KSS and not to participate in its formation. Why did they not show them the
right line of action ?

In the meeting on 30,10.1975 the only thing that was to be done was to say '‘Resolved that the
New Constitution passed by the KSS on 4-9 December 1974 be implemented with effect from 1,11.1975.”
They missed the bus permanently, Dr, Minz, Mr. C, A, Tirkey and Mr, Bara of N. W. Anchal are now
under permanent injunction of the Magistrate, What can they do now for a new Constitution ?
Mr, Zehabenus Lakra made the way clear for the Magistrate to give this order.




[iv]
4. ELECTION OF PRAMUKH ADHYAKSH

The rules say :(— *“1f for any reason a new election cannot be held or the new Adhyaksh cannot
attend the meeting of the Adhyakshas on the prescribed date, the meeting of the Adhyakshas shall
however be held on the prescribed date with the Adhyakshas present, and the election of the Pramukh
Adhyaksh shall take place, If the elected Adhyaksh does not attend the meeting of the four Adhyakshas
the election shall proceed with the Adhyakshas present and the election of the Pramukh Adhyaksh
shall still be considered valid,” (vide minutes of the Continuation Committee dt, 7-9-1960)

[t is therefore altogether wrong and mischievous to say that Rev, S. Barla 1s Pramukh Adhyaksh
of only four Anchals, He is the Pramukh Adhyakh of the whole Church—all the five Anchals,

5. Relationship of Dr. N. Minz with the KSS and the Head of the Gossner Church and the Situation of
the Gossner College. ’

The existence and the tuture of the Gossner College has been seriously threatened because of the
proved fact that Dr. Minz does not recognise the legal and Constitutional head of the Gossner Church
Rev. S. Barla, After a lapse of one year he called a meeting of the Governing Body of the College and .
invited Rev, Durairaj Peter to preside over the meeting of the Governing body instead of the
Rev. 8. Barla, the President of the G. E. L. Church who is the Chairman of the Governing body.
Rev. 8. Barla sent in an objection against this illegal arrangement. Four members of the Governing
body filed written letter refusing to attend the meeting unless and until the President of the Church
was asked to preside over the meeting. The meeting could not be held and there appears to be a
deadlock and this situation cannot improve unless and until the duly and Constitutionally appointed .
head of the Church is recognised to be the Chairman of the Governing body. Dr. Minz has been
carrying on all the business and affairs of the College for all this time singlehanded. In the absence of
the Governing body it is feared that there will be mismanagement and misappropriation of money
There are already cases of complaints and grievances against this unauthorised singlehanded manage-
ment. 1t will be quite unwise to spend any money now on or for the Gossner College or on a proposed
Gossner College hostel unless and until principal Dr. Minz accepts the duly and legally appointed
President of the Church, as the Chairman of the Governing body of the College and unless and until he
gives a written assurance that he will serve as Principal of the Gossner College under the Kendriya
Salahkari Sabha of the G, E. L. Church with Rev, 5. Barla as its Chairman,

6. The Solution

The solution is to abide by the Constitution of the Church adopted in 1960. The North .
Western Anchal should be organised in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. The
Anchal Sibha should send its representatives to the KSS in order to be with the whole Church and to
participate in the total life and activities of the whole Gossner Church. Thereafter, to consider the
question of another Constitution or an amended constitution if and when necessary will be possible

As Rev. N, Ekka and his group separated themselves from the KSS, we are trying our best to .
reorganise the North Western Anchal so that we may work in peace throughout our Anchal and that
our Anchal may grow in the grace and love of God and be used by Him for His glory and for the
extension of Christ’s Kingdom in our area.

With best wishes, Yours sincerely,

1 Sd/- Rev. Dr. ]. J. B. Tiga, Ranchi llaka 11 Sd/- Salmon Minz, Lohardaga Ilaka

2 ,, Rev. S. Mohan M. G, Ranchi llaka 12 ,, Johan Bage, Palamau llaka

3 ,, Prof. Dr. P.C. Horo. Hazaribagh llaka 13 ,, Rev. C. H. Tirkey, Lohardaga llaka
4 .. Rev. Gossner Kerketta, Ranchi Ilaka 14 ., Theophil Surin, Ranchi Ilaka

5 ,. Dr. P.S. Toppo, Lohardaga llaka 15 ,, Rev. Suresh Toppo, Hazaribagh Ilaka
6 ,, Rev, M, P. Ekka, Rancht [laka 16 ,, T.]J. Barla, Ranchi Ilaka

7 ,, Premchand Beck, Hazaribagh llaka 17 ,, Rev. N. M. Surin, Duars [laka

8 ,, Joseph Barwa, Hazaribagh Ilaka 18 ,» Rev, l. Kiro, Jatatoli Ilaka

9 ,, C.D. Joseph Purty, Hazaribagh llaka 19 ,, Jock Topono, Palamau Ilaka
10 ,, P. D, Bage, Ranchi llaka 20 ,,. B. Bakhla, LLohardaga Ilaka

G, E. L. Church Press, Ranchi.
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Wichtige Information Nr. 1

__'-_-l——----l—-__—_l—-il---—-_--———-

Allen Briidern und Schwestern der Ev.-luth. Gossnerkirche herzliche
Jesus sahai.

Ich hoffe, dass Sie alle das Schreiben vom 9.7.77 unseres verehrten
Prasidenten Pastor S. Barla erhalten haben. Im gleichen Sinn schreiben
auch wir diesen Brief.

Pastor N. Ekka und seine Anhdnger bestehen darauf, dass sie eine eige-
ne Kirche gegriindet haben. Sie haben ihren eigenen Prdsidenten und ihre
eigene gesetzgebende (leitende) Sabha.

Ihre Vereinigung, die sie Nordwest Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
nennen, ist ganz und gar ungesetzlich, gegen die Verfassung, dazu irre-
fihrend. Beachten Sie, dass Pastor S.Barla nicht nur der ordnungsgeméas-
se Prdsident der vier Anchals ist, sonder der gesamten Gossnerkirche,
d.h. der finf Anchals: Slid-Ost, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh und Assam.
Pastor Ekka und seine Gruppe haben sich selbst getrennt und deshalb
sind sie jetzt nicht mehr die "Fiihrer" des Nord-West Anchals.

Sie verstehen sich als innerhalb der Gossnerkirche und ihrer (Art)
Gewohnheiten entsprechend geben sie sich auch.

Ihr Wunsch (Bestreben) ist, den Besitz der Kirche (Gemeinden),
Schulen, wie in Ranchi das Gotteshaus, Bethesda Girls High School,
Gossner High School, Gossner College, Gossner Druckerei usw. in ihre
Gewalt zu bringen.

Dieser Absicht gemdss hat Pastor N. Ekka dem hiesigen Headmaster wie
Headmistress, den Officers und dem Herrn Prisidenten Briefe geschrie-
ben.

Sie haben Herrn Phulchand Panna zu ihrem Anwalt in der Sache ernannt.

Auf diese Weise bemiihen sie sich mit grosser Anstrengung, die Headquar-
ter-Gemeinde auf ihre Seite zu ziehen.

Unsere ergebene Bitte ist, nehmen Sie am 15.7.77 nicht teil an deren
Umzlugen und Feiern, denn alles, was sie tun ist gegen die GEL-Church
gerichtet.

Wir haben schwere Bedenken gegen ihr Vorhaben.

Acht Unterschriften




Helmuth Borutta Nirnberg,29.7.77

Ubersetzung aus dem Hindi,ein Rundschreiben des Interim
General Council an die Nord-West-Synode der Gossmerkirche.,
orsitzender dleses Council ist J.J.P.Tiga.Pastor S.Mohan ist der
Secretery.Treasurer ist Prof.Dr.Horo aus Hagaribagh.Das Ziel dieses
Councils ist,den Streit in der Gossnerkirche beizulegen.Wie das
geschehen soll,geht aus der Ubersetzung hervor,

"Wichtige Information Nr.2

Allen Briidern und Schwestern der Nord-West-Ankal unser hergliches
Yishu sahai!

Wir gedenken auch aller Pastoren und Katechisten,die in Palamu,Sur-
guja,Udaipur und Kuriya des Herren frohe Botschaft verkiindigen,Ihnen
unser besondeper Gruss.Wir erinnern an das Wort der Heilligen Schrift
"Irret euch nicht,Gott l&sst sich nicht spotten;denn was der Mensch
sét,das wird er ernten." Gal.6,7.

Wir hoffen,dass Sie¢ das Schreiben des Pramukh Adhyax vom 9.7.77 und
unsere wichtige Information erhalten haben.Pastor Nirjan Ekka und
1 seine Anhanger erheben den Anspruch,eine neue Kirche konstituiert
f zu haben.Sie haben einen eigenen Pramukh Adhyax.Ihrer Kirche haben
sle den Namen gegeben:Nord-West G.E.L.Church.Das ist ganz und gar
ungesetzlich,gegen die Ordnung und ein Akt des Widerspruchs,
Denken Sie daren,dass Pastor Samuel Barla,der Pramukh Adhyax der 5
Anchals,i.e.Assam,Nord-West,Orissa,Siid-Ost und Madhya Pradesh (Khuti-
toli) ist.
Pastor Nirja Ekka und seine Anhinger verstehen sich als eine eigene
Kirche,dennoch sagen sie,dass sie der Gossnerkirche zugehoren und
ihrer Ordnung unterstellt waren,was sie aber nicht alndery,ges
Verfassung der Lirche gu grieiten.3%e hshen sich somlt selbst von
der Nord-West-Anchal getrennt.8ie sind deshalb nient menp die be-
vollmachtigten noch Fiihrer der Nord-West-Anchal der GoosnerkKiiclue,
Die Nurd-west AllChial Nal s51Ch auigelUsSt and all Ihre Awm..: sind
aufgehoben,
Aus diesem Grunde ist es unser aller Pflicht geworden,uass wir das
Haus ,das durch Pastor Nirjan Ekka zerstort worden ist,i.e.,die Nord-
West-Anchal(wir)durch eine Wahl gemass unserer Verfassung wohlge-
ordnet aufrichten,
Fir diese Aufgabe haben sich von Ranchi,Hazaribagh und Lohardaga
einige Personen verbunden und ein wirkungsvolles"Interim General
Council” wie ein arbeitsféhiges Steering Committee am 15i?L?? um
sind 80

e Uhr im QOffice des K.S8.5. konstituiert.In diesem Counci
Mitglieder.Zur Zeit sind weder Reschwerden noch Beanspandungen ein-
getroffen.Vertreter,die bleiben wollen,kdnnen bleiben.
= pir g e ey it ] = & , B
Beknet iR und BRort L RoRe gD Bt BTl s ThER Rev, B Hohan 19t der
dass bis September,das durch Pastor lirjan Ekka zerstorte Haus,wiedesx
ergestellt sein wird,und wir eine gut funktionierende Nord-West-
nchal sein werden,um mit dem LeS.0s.2usammen,wir alle,die ganze
Gossnerkirche als eine Hellige Familie miteinander unser Lehen ge-
staltem koOnnen.
Ihre Aufgabe ist es,dass Sie in Threm Katechistensprengel einen
Katechistenrat,im Pastorensvrengel einen Pastorenrat,im Kirchenkreis
einen Kirchenkreisrat gemiss unserer Verfassung Konstituieren,
Sollten irgendwo Schwiecrigkeiten auftreten,bitte melden Sie sich
bei dem Sekretir.,”

Unterach;ieuenﬁlst diesep BEriegf von 16 Gemeindegliedern r Nomd
West-Anchal.Die Wahlen socllen am /«9e.abgeschlossen sein.Am 9,

soll die neugewdhlte Vertretung der Nord-West-Anchal mit dem KeSeDe
tagen.
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Te
My, P, D, Panna,

My dogr vanna Saheb,

Thanke for your 10t%ter dated July 21,'77.% am glad % note that you
got my letter teo you dated 10,7.,77 thieugh Shreo Phulshand vamna, I
think you 2h knew that I sont a letter %0 him aleo in the same ocon-
nsetion,I an pleased to learn that beth of you got my letters in tise
befere your mest guestionable funetion of July 15¢th.Fer a mement X
wvas at a 1oss te find inside my cover along with the letter agdvessed
to mo a copy of At tickmarked fer the Secvetary of the F.B,L.0.(1)
and alse a biank pestal anvelepe.,I thought it came te me Ly misteke,
T have sent 4¢ to the Sesretary F.B.L.0.\2) as desdred.I hepe he has
alyeady geot it,

I am Aindeod prepatred te help yiu to grow.Dut I do not know in vhat
vay you vould want to grew.,XI am afraild I comnet help you to grow in
™ the wvay you would want teo grew because I find that that way 419 wong

and destructive,I shall help yeou o the uttermest % grew in the way
you sheuld,

o BLACK _NRART,

You say you have slresdy found seme people having Black Hears,Ve cane
not jJudge whe has a Black Heart and vhe has vhite Heart.XI have loarnt
to know about some men that these whe alwaye praldse thom,spoak highly
of thom and bring efferings fer them are good men for them even if
they be reguesjand these whe are simple and de net knew ¢o bring eny
efferings Tor them are bad.If you prafise your masters you are geod fer
“htummmw”mﬂﬁmﬂmnm?
for them you are bad.Ged alone knews whe has a good hoart and whe has
e bad heart.Since the 1960 Constitution was brought inte feree I have
never boen a monbor of the K86 and I den't know vhat you did in the
firet meoting.As far ae I know the firset rramukh Adhysksh under the
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1960 Constitution was the i1ate Rev.J,Lakra,If you led a walkeut in

ite firet meoting 4¢ may moan that you lod under the "ramukh Adhyakshe
ship of Rev.J.Lakra,Later on Rev,Bimal Mins was the Pramukh Adhyalkash

{ 1969=-1972),

@ Z.SEPARATE GRAON RAJ A0 $he G.B. L. GIIRGH,
These twe Oracne never perhans,cemplained apainst any Blaghk Neart
during their reogime, They had mever aznressed any such experiecnce of
Munda aggrossien which esuld Justify a separate admindetration, Theve
have been sush unhanny and unpardenable aggressions of Orsen antherie
ties against the Orasns themselves that idn eur Chureh even at the pree-
sent time there are feur Oraon Lutheren sharp divisions= (1) Rev,Niran-
Jon Blkka Greup (2)Ranchi Dharem vradesh groups -~ - — - - —~
d“rumm.l.m—lnh.'-admuﬂ_
radeosh did net fellew you en the 15th July and they are still a sopa=
rate Ranchi Dharam "radesheGroup.
(J3)oraene iike us vhe are in the Nerth Vestern Anchal and are not with

. Rov N .Rikka ner with the Ranchi Dharam vradesh,Ve are with the KS8s,
(h)Seme Oresns,having seen se many divisiens emeng the Oraens,are altee
gother indifferent te the chureh and we are respensible for giving them
this effence,.They deo net ge te any church services - neither yours,ner
Ranchi Dharem "radesh's ner the K55 « they weuld rather remain at home
o go fishing.Ve think that we remain with the reet of the ehureh ao
befere,oven Af wo have mnfEf ¢ suffer injustice « after all there are
ne such injustices dene in the KSS wvhich are not hanpening in the ade
minietratiens and managemonts cut side our KSS,There are many Oracne
poople whe have right now thelir wives and children hngry and suffere
ing because of injustice done againet them by Rev,Nizanjan Bhika,Dr.N,
Mins end etherj Oraen antherities in the N,¥W,Anchal,They find no soe
lutien in a separate Oraen Raj in the G,B,L,Chureh,
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Thef Censtitution 45 a cestly gift of the Eommenical Lutheraniem for
the Gessner Clmreh,The Intheran Verld Federatien and the Gessaner Misede
on tegother epent mere thad 40,000/«for this Constdtutien Bt.Rev.R.D,
Vandkem wase 4¢8 Chairman,Pishep YMyers was an active and sarnest menber,
r.Kighi of Tokyo,Japan was & menber always of the Commisodien with
prayers and best wvishes,lis could net be physically with us for wvant of
visa.,In this Comuissien there ware tan members firen the Geosner Chureh
of vhom 8 were (ramns and only twe Mundas,Vhen the Censtitutisn was
appreved and adepted by the MMahasabha a Centimmatien Conmittes sfxffwum
vas eppointed o tuke care of all the lesunii,In this Centimsation «
Committoe of iive members thare were 3 Orasns,enly ene Munda end the
fifeh was RE eV R, B, Manlkom as the chairman,The majerity,in the Rone
menical Commissiecn as well an in the Centimuation Coumndttee censdisted
of the Oraons.if this Censtitutien 49 % be replaced,the whele of the
Gesanes Church aust under the mighty hand of Ged eone % have ene mind
and one opirit to make a better ceonstitution,ipliitting is caay,even
the childron can do the Wwresking,but 41¢ 4s the coming to bo of one
mind wvhich s the reguirement for the purpose of uniting wvhieh is noode
od, Yo canmet afferd %o loese the ane which ds in our pesscsaion withe
out semoe other csnstitutien ready and cemplote ia all 4%e aspects te

Juetify ferseking the old and accepting the new,

e, TR _SO=CALIER MEW CONSTITUTION,
You have expressed great anxiety for a nev constitatien and you are
right in having the concern,The stary of the development in this cone
asctien whiech you have tried to ftrace is,I am afraid,incomplete,Youn
step halfway missing the mest impertant lost and final stage.The trath
of the matter 49 that the KSS did appedint a Drafting Committes, Xt 40
true that the Cemmittes of wvhioh &, C,A,Tirkey was the Counvensr oould
net submit 4t en the date fixed for the purpese.Vhen the drafting wvas

} h "
l -
i '
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findshed 41t was placed for consideratien but it did net get the appree
val of the KnS,Then another Committes was appeinted by the K8S,This
Drafting Committoe had several sessions,Repressntatives of the N,.v,
Anchal had full sheare in the deliberations and decisions,Some of the
W moetinge wore heid under the chairmanship of Rew,iw,N.Ming whe was then
the Acting "ramukh Adhyaksh,Mr, iehsbemus Lakra was the Recerding Seeree
tary.The Drafting Cemmittes findshed 41¢# work altheugh great majerity
of the meubars of ths Comnittee ware under temperary injunction erdes
of the court,As soen a® the drafting was completed and oditerial weshk
was dene 4t was placed befere the K85 and the K88 geceptod 4t 4n £%s
mooting held en the 4th t¢ th December 1974,The printed copy of 1¢
in &4 pages 40 here with me en my desk,Necause of the injunction erder
the implemsntation of 1t was held in suspence with the decision that
as_soen a® the injunction will be vasated this nevw Coanstitutien de
dmplomented, The gcourt vacated the temperary InJunetion MMl .cccccosssssse
and the K88 effioers fmmodiately sent sut asticss far the fMall K66
t0 moet an the J0¢h Ootebor 19795 4in axrder o fmploment the New Constie
e tutien which had already been accepted by the KSS.In the pasteral lete
tar dated J0=3«77 Rev.S.Barla "ramukh Adhysksh says that accerding te
the arrengemsnt made by the KSS,hw,C.X,P,S54ngh was the Aeting "ramukh
Adhyekeh) that during his regime a now Censtitutisn was made by the
KSS but 1% could net be Lmplemented,T™he mesting of the K55 en 30,10,1975
wvas called sspocially to implensnt the New Censtitution,

Rev,Niranjan Fkka writesie(translatien frem Hindi by me) - SxAXIERSRNGS
" A PRESENTATION OF T3E PRESENT SITUATION OF THE G,B.L.CHURCH IN
CHOTARAG™IR AND ASSAM,

‘”"'”‘““‘""‘_W“ﬁh““um-

Accerding te the netice under the chairmanship of Acting ™romuith Adhye
akah Dy, C.K.Paul Singh a meating of the K55 was held en the J0th Ooto-
bar 19735.Nene of the menbers of the Seuth Eastern Anchal teek part in
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1t ner did they give any information abeut their absonce.Knowingly
they beycotted this KSS,Fertunately en account of the nrecence eof
the mesbers frem Assam,0rissa,Madhya and Nerth Vestern Anchal there
vas a guorum and yet aceerding to the 1960 Cenctitution Af any ene
of the Anchale gave a negative correberative vete 41¢ was encugh te
milify any of the decisions of the KSS,llere was formed the gulf of
the division of the Church,Tha hard lsbeurs of twe yoars became fue
tile,The meombers of the majerity group betrayed,The KSS of the day
doclared an emergency in the church and plased the burden of adminiee
Tation of the chureh single~handed upen Ir.C.K.7anl Singh in the
canacity of "ramukh Adhyalksh, |

The North Yest Anchal took decisien that as lang as the fundamental
problem on account of which the tensisn and restlessness go en ine
ereasing 1is not fully selved the N,V.inchal will not particinate in
the fermation of the KSS.I¢t 4s for the fulfilmeat of this purpese

that the KS& was disselved,"”

Now we shall immediately see that Rev,Niranjan Bikka is tetally wreng.

Rxtract from the "MINUTES OF THE EMEROENCY MEETING OF THE KSS
Dated 15«16 MARCH 1974,"
Prayer;«The meeting started with a short prayer leod by the new
Acting rramukh Adhyaksh Rev,lwr.Nirmal Mins,

1« Attendancet~ 1. Reov,Dr N, Minz Acting 10,Rev, S, Barla «~Orissa
rraunikh Adhyalcsh, 1 r N . Korkotta «Orissa
2. Rev, N, Bhulnya -S8A 12/ TP kot = * ghoont
CeBoAind «5FA CSB lere -Assam
B, Topne «SEA 1%, Rev,?, D, 5,Dage «Asaam
SeMr i, Sey <SEA 15.8hrd G,T4v0 «Adsam
:':"Ef;.m -NWA “:.m‘; l.l-&‘ -ﬁ:l
o My . o Pa Ao
SeMr B, Bara «NWA 18, Rev, 8, Dungdung ." Anchel
YeRev M, Joje «-Orissa 19.Rev, Dr,CK»
20, Nev, ¥, Ner , Cosontad
2, Hensurable visiters:- 1, Rev,M,Sesherg,Directer G,M,
2. v K. Rajoratnam, Seey
Je Dr,M,Bage,"ref, Sermmnote mnp

Bl
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o Commi
w'_am&m ttee of the following

e Rov,0,8,Adnd 2, M, 0, Tiru-Substitute -Rov,CSE Here
Je Rev,InM,Bage &, Row,?,D,Sereng
Je Mr,C,A,Tirkey ‘- o.M, T, SamadeRanchi,
e Nr i,Lakra or Shri Urbamue Teppe

@V, CeBoAlnd was apneinted Cenvensr of the Comudttee.It was noted
that regarding Wr,2,Lakra certain
taken as member,amikh Adhysksh may attend the Committee meeting as
an ex-efficio member,

Vo seo frem these minutes of March 15«16,1974 that Rev.Eika 10 come
pletely misinfermed and he has this sidm all thie time been labeuring
under tetally wiremg ideas,The very greund ef his separatieon from the
KSS 4s baseless and witheut feundation,The fact is that in this Bmere
gency mesting of the XSS Reveir.N.Mins was sha in the cheir as Acting
Preamukh Adhyaksh Rov, S, Kujur,Mr,C,A, Tizhoy and Mr,2.Bara wore all
presont.In other words there was full representation of the N,¥,Anchal
in thds meoting of the K68 whiech altered the Ceastitution setting
aside the requiremens of Cerreborative vete ia Art.Feur $(4)(41),
Artiele Twenty-rive para (1) and Aré,Twenty-five pare (2),




GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

in Chotanagpur & Assam

NORTH WESTERN ANCHAL

Interim General Council

Chairman : Secretary : Treasurer .
Rev. Dr. ]J. ]J. P. Tiga Rev. Surendra Mohan M. G. Prof. Dr. P C. Horo

M.A., S.T.M., Ph. D. Clo The Kendriya Salahkari Sabha M.A., Ph. D.
G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi

Page=7,.

The KSS again met en tho28th June to 188 July 1974 and made the felle-
ving yeocerdi~ “Cerreborative vetes on amondments te clanse « Are, Fours
Basic trineiples Part IX Orgenisation 6(d)(44),Artdicle 25 para 1 and
2 were received in pesitive by all the five Adhyakshes, (Nerth Vest,
South Nast,0rissa,Asean and Madhya )"

The whele requirement eof Cerreberative vete has boen completely reo-
meved and therefere the absomee or presonce of the mowbers frem the
S.E.Anchal €id net matter at all.The members present en 30, 10,7% were
quite cempetent te take a decisien té imploment the New Censtdtutien,
It i srprising hew and why Rev Niranjan Wkita vas ignerant of ¢thie
impertent decision taken by the K88 under the chairmanshis of Dy, N,
Ming, It is sarpriving that vhen under the wrang pretext the Nerthe
Vest Amohal tsak the docisien net to participate in the fermation of
the KSS and te have its own separate aduinistration why these four
leaders Dr,N.Mins,Rew, S Kujur ir, C, A, Tirkey and Y R . Dara vhe toelk
part in the declision to romeve the requirement of cerveberative vete,

® did mot tell the Anchal that 41t was wreng on thedr part te de se,Vhy
did they net shew them the ight 1ine of setien 7 This 42 an fnexcuse
able effence of the Anchal against the Church,In the meeting en 30,10,
1975 the enly thing that was ¢ be done wvae te say,"Resdlved that the
new censtitution passed Ly the KS5 en 4«Y Docember 1974 be implomented
vith effect from 1,11,1975." They missed the bus pormanently, b, Mins,
Mr,CoA,Tivkey and My B, Bara of the N.V,Anchal are nov undor permenent
injunctien of the Magistrate,Vhat can they do neow for a now conetdtue
tion 7 Mr.Zehsbonus Lekra made the way clear for the Vagiotrate te
give tlds erder,

~3s BLECTION OF PRAMUKN _ADNYAKSH,

The rules say: "IT Tor any Treasen a now slection sannet be held or the
nev Adhyaksh cannot attend the meeting of the Adhyskehwas en the preee
eribed date,the meeting of the Adhyskshas shall hewever be held on the
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Nageel,

preseribed date with Adhyakshas nresent,and the election of the
Pramuikh Adhysksh shall take place.If the elected Adhyakash dees net
M“mﬁuﬁﬁnﬁ.”“hﬂuﬂnﬂlm

annum-m-mmuum-.muuu-m
for Reov,N,Ekka to be the "ramikh Adhysksh of any Anchal.The whele
mmmmnmmuwuﬂmm‘num

h.“mm.ntuohmﬂmm“-lm
hmhhmmm-ﬂhhrmun_ﬂm.r-h

. mummmnumqum-lmuu
need for any fight,

mmuammmt.mmmm.hmxmum
t-wmmm-m-Mnmnmumwm
has heen laid dewm by us in the Cenetitutien,

May Ged bless yeu,

With Yishusahay and lLeve, Mﬁhﬂn
Copy tes /\.m Seeretary,UBLO(1) P.Tiga )

’ol“-:?h @M‘%M




; ' ' NORTH WEST .
‘ GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

RANCHI

Pramukh Adhyaksh S R ey

- Rev. Niranjan Ekka 5! = N & =G A ko p s }"-":l Head Office -
Up Pr. Adhyaksh 1 . Lacdgey | G- E. L« Church,

- Rev. Silas Kujur -: 29, KLY Main Road,
Secretary - Sri Z. B. Lakra 'l,ir ke SO T Tl Ranchi/Bihar/[ndia.
Treasurer - Sri C. A. Tirkey Ertedigh B e s
Ref. No.. 209/ 7'/ F=484 | Dated. 28=0=19("7

To, /

Tne Directur,l/
GeM. Beriin.

. Dear Brotuer,
Greetings to you in tne nume of our Loru Jesus Chrise

from me aud on benalf of the members of the North Wesu G.E.L.Churca.

The failure or your avbtempt to unite und solve the problems of the

rormer Gossner Churcn has proved to be a poon to us.Now we reel more

éiegcﬁuan before to maich anead to be in an independent, indigineous
u »

The long standing probkem created by the 1960 Cnurch constitu-
tion of segregati anout 15, 000 members o. the Church out side the
Church nistration in Oriaaa Anchai, nas finally been solved. Now
we have been able to organise all of tham in a single unit.

Secondly, the other group wnich called itself Ranchi Dharam
Pradesh has virtuaily merged with North West G.E.L.Caurch uncondition-
lly and we nhave dacid.ed to celeberate tue occasion im a Tuanks giving
Day to our Lord Jesus Christ on 1,th of July 1977 in a beffitting
maner. We hope that you all will remembeées us in yousi prayers.

. We regret to learn tuat you have decided to stop the grants of
Mission Fields in an abrupt menner. In all Chriatian balie.f aud charity,
and in Justice %o all, you have also to stop the grants to T.T.C. Fudi
A.T.C.Khutitoli, Amgaun Hospitel and Takarma . For our sske we have
firm faith in God to lead us to His chosen destination, the long dis=-
tance, but one step enough for us.

Our North West G.E.L.Church is very thaukful to you for your
bold step in advicing and giving direction to the leaders.

We hope that you will remember us and continue to love aud

bless us.
Yours in Him,
TN MAe,
( Rev.N.EkkaDl 6/ 2) .
Mnyakshéﬂ o We Anchal
Pramukh Adhyaksh,N.W.G.E.L.Cnurch,
CC: RE?nBﬂmttﬂnl R A N C H I-
Dr.Grothaus,

Dr.W.Hess.
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1. The Rev, Niranjan Ekka, Lohardaga

2. Mr. Jehabenus Lakra, Ranchi
3. Rev, Silas Kujur, Kanke.
4. Mr, C, A. Tirkey, Chainpur
5. Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minj, Ranchi.
Ranchi, the 21st July, 1977
Dear Sirs,

We the undersigned members of the North-Western Anchal of the G. E. L. Church in
Chotanagpur and Assam, with due respect, beg to point out :

1. That you have violated Article Eighteen of the Constitution of our Gossner Church in as much
as you have trespassed within the jurisdiction of the Pramukh Adhyaksh and have acted against the
authority, rights, powers and duties assigned exclusively to him.

Your letters, printed notices and circulars, your activities and behaviour in the Christ Church at
Ranchi recently on the 9th June and 15th July, are abundant proof of your transgression of this,
important part of our Constitution. You were given previous letters of objection but you did not pay
any attention to the objections made by the Pramukh Adhyaksh. Thus you have not only violated

Article XVIII in ordaining three persons, you have disobeyed him and forced your way in your
programme.

2. That you defied the spiritual authority of the G, E. L, Church by making another Pramukh
Adhyaksh most unconstitutionally and illegally.

3. That by making a rival Pramukh Adhyaksh in illegal and unconstitutional manner you made
an attempt to break into pieces the visible symbol of the unity of the Gossner Church.

4. That in as much as you defied the spiritual guardian of the doctrines and confessions of the

Goss ner Church you made an attempt to set every man free to have his own doctrines and confessions
not necessarily the ones laid down in the Constitution,

5. You have given proof that you do not acknowledge and accept the duly elected Pramukh
Adhyaksh Rev. S, Barla as your Pastor Pastorum.

6. You have shown the way that any one at any time can ordain any person to the ministry of the
Gossner Church which will ultimately result in conflict, confusion, disorder and indecency against which
St. Paul warns us and says, ““‘For Ged is not a God of confusion but of peace......If any one thinks that
he i1s a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that what I am writing to you is a command of the

Lord, If any one does not recognise this, he is not recognised...... all things should ke done decently
and in order.”” 1 Cor. 14 : 33-40.

7. The Pramukh Adhyaksh is the authority to maintain order and peace in the Gossner Church.
Y ou have broken peace and order in the Church, You have violated the discipline of the Church and

have given an example for indiscipline and disobedience in the Church which is by no means a miner
offence.

8. That without the permission of the Pramukh Adhyaksh rather against his objections you
led a procession into the Christ Church, a holy place and almost all that you did there was a demons-
tration against the Pramukh Adhyaksh who is the pastor of the Ranchi headquarters congregation.
Most of what you did on the 9th June and 15th July was a challenge, a demonstration against duly
appointed authorities of the church which could have been done anywhere outside the church. You
have intentionally and deliberately desecrated the church.
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9. That without consulting us who are members of the N. W. Anchal and without asking

for our opinion you separated from the Kendriye Salahkari Sabha of the Gossner Church in spite of
repeated requests and invitations from the Pramukh Adhyaksh.

10. You have declared that there is a newborn Church of which you Rev. Ekka claim to be the
Pramukh Adhyaksh and you call your Church North West G. E_ L. Church. This name is altogether

strange, unknown and foreign to us. There 1s no such church anywhere here. One thing is clear. that
vou have gone out of the Gossner Church.

11, The mandate passed by the G. E, L. Church in 1960 signed by the late Rt. Rev. Dr. R. B.
Manikam, late Rev.]J. A. Kujur, Mr. P, D, Panna, Mr. N. E. Horo, and the Rev.].]: P, Tiga and
published for the members of the Church to obey the Constitution passed in 1960 is in vogue and valid.
In the case instituted by Shree Phulchand Panna against some very important leadersof the Church
about three years ago the learned Magistrate has given the following order :

llordErll

That let the Plaintiff's suit be decreed exparte with cost on the exparte Scale declaring that
the defendents have no richt to interfere with the administration and control of the Gossner Church
or to effect its constitution or to do acts contrary to the said constitution. The defendents are
hereby restrained by a wav of permanent injunction from acting as Pramukh Adhyaksh or
Constitution making body or in any manner contrary to the said Constitution affecting the Gossner
Church or its organizational units or parts or from interfering with the Constitution of the Gossner
Church. The defendant No. 1 however, will remain and act as a caretaker as per direction issued in this
case to administer the working of the Church till comstitutionally valid officials of the K.S S, according
to the provisions of the constitution of the Gossner Church are elected constitutionally for the vacant
posts caused by resignation of the defendent nos. 2, 3, 8 and 9.”

Revd. Dr. Nirmal Minz and Mr, C. A. Tirkey are among the defendants. We wonder how
they can indulge 1n violating the Constitution one clause after another, one Act after another and how
they can indulge in interfering with the administrative affairs and workings of the G. E. L, Church as a
whole and with the affairs of the North-Western Anchal in particular.

12. The Pramukh Adhyaksh is elected, as per provisions of the Constitution by the house of
Adhyakhes. This house has never elected Rev. Niranjan Ekka as Pramukh Adhyaksh and vet he calls
himself Pramukh Adhyaksh. This is wrong, illegal and unconstitutional.

13. Mr, Jehabanus Lakra did not shift to the area of the North-Western Anchal within two
months as required by the rules. He forfeited his officership long ago. Therefore all his actions
and correspondence are null and veid.

14, According to our Constitution Rajganjpur, Rourkela etc. belong to the Orissa Anchal,
Simdega belongs to the Madhya Anchal, and Tatanagar belongs to the South-Eastern Anchal. You
have taken some people from these places in your organization. This is illegal and unconstitutional.

15. By your so-called ‘Bilivan’ function on July 15, 1977 you invited and admitted into vour
organization some Oraons from Orissa, Madhya and South Eastern Anchals because vou want to
separate the Oraons from the Mundas, you are creating hatred against the Mundas in the minds of the
Oraons. This is against the purpose, practice and spirit of Father Gossner, the founder of the Gossner
Church, of the missionaries whom he sent from Berlin and also against the purpose, practice and spirit
of the late Rev, Hanukh Dutto Lakra, the father of Autonomy of the G, E. L. Church. Instead of
teaching and practising national unity and national integration you are creating and are making active
propaganda to harbour, enhance and foster communal hatred among members of the G. E. L. Church.
This is against Christian doctrine of the Communion of Saints “¥% faeama Fwar § afe=t Y & qv’’ 1. There
is a fellowship, a communion, a Koinonia of saints or Christians or believers in Jesus Christ, We
members of the Gossner Church believe in the existence of this koinonia-Communion of Christians
where we, as members of this Koinonia, are helped by the Holy Ghost who causes this community to
grow daily and become strong in the faith and its fruits which He produces. (See the Large Catechism
of Martin Luther— Concordia Triglotta p 693). There is no room for Communal harted in the Christian
fellowship, This is one of the doctrinal bases of our Constitution. We can not violate it, This doctrine
of Communion of Saints does not allow us to hate one another or to try to live and have administrations
separately, one for Oraons and the other for Mundas, It is often quoted that there is a Tamil Lutheran
Church, an Andhra Lutheran Church. The Lutheran Church says, ‘“The unity of the Church, as an
external body, lies in its faith and confession, Divergencies in organization or in practice growing out
of historical antecedents, difference of nationality or language, or the convenience of its members do not
affect this unity’” 4 Summary of Christian Faith by H. E. Jacobs, Professor of Systematic Theology in
the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, P 398. There could have been separate organizations
for Oraons and Mundas and other tribes within the Church only on these four grounds : But,
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a) Historical antecedents : History gives evidence that Mundas and Oraons have always lived
together. Even today there are Mundas in Oraon villages. There i1s one Chotanagpur Tenancy Act for
all. There is one Government under which we all live. Above all, there 18 no evidence that the Oraons
and Mundas have had separate Churches or administrative units any where in India. There is no proof
of historical antecedents for separate Government administration or Church administration, Rather on
the other hand, there are three big Churches, Lutheran Church, Church of North India and the Roman
Catholic Church=in all these Churches and also in other small Churches there is no proot of historical
antecedents for separate units of organizations for Mundas and Oraons. The opposite is true. The
Lutheran Church in Chotanagpur is from her very inception a Church of Oracns, Mundas, Bengals,
Kharias and others together and it has been thus for all these 127 years. Tamil and Andhra Lutheran
Churches have separate organizations from the very beginning.

b) Difference of nationality or Language or the convenience of its members ; T hese need no
consideration, The Church has already lived for 127 years as one Gossner Church for Oraons, Mundas
. and all others together.

Your suggestion or desire to have a separate organization for the Oraons is out of place, and out of
date. Theze is no justification for it. Besides, Oraons are not a nation. They have several pastors
who do not speak the Oraon language themselves. There are many Oraon congregations who worship
through the medium of Hindi or Ganwari. QOraon language has not been kept by the Oraons so as to
justify a separate organization on the ground of language.

If we think of convenience we have to say that Oraons are not compact in any one area or district.
. They are all spread cut. The idea of convenience is altogether out of place. Rather the other sideis
true. The Bishop of the R, C. Church and the Bishop of the Church of North India have no inconveni-
ence in looking after their people although they also are from different tribes and mainly from Oraons
and Mundas, Hence the question of convenience or inconvenience does not arise at all.

Thus you have done violence to one of the doctrines of the Lutheran Church as shown above,

16. We, the North Western Anchal of the Gossner Church, in co-operation with the Kendriya

Salahkari Sabha and the Board of Evangelism and Literature have sent Padris and Evangelists to

Surguja, Khuria, Udaipur and Palamau. They have been sent as missionaries to preach Jesus Christ and

. to help establish the Kingdom of God. They have to preach Christ and not the Oraon

Raj. Jesus answered, “My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my

servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the

world.” John 18: 36 Saint Paul says, ‘‘For the kingdom of God does not mean food and drink, but

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, he who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and
approved by men,’ Rom 14:17 & 18.

17. Youhave done violence to Article four of the Constitution which is a corollary to the Doctrinal
. Basis, It deals with the Basic Principles and Organization, Here it is laid down, ‘““The authorities and
tasks given to the Church are authorities and tasks of the Wheole Church, Therefore they are to be
administered by all constituent parts of the Church, local congregations, regional units and central bodies
acting together, severally or jointly, as set forth in this Constitution and its Bye-laws,” ( P. 3 of the
Constitution ). It is further said, “The one and indivisible Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church at
present consists of four administrative units, known as Anchal, and they are: (1) The Assam Anchal,
(2) North-Western Anchal, (3) The Orissa Anchal and (4) The South-Eastern Anchal. These
Anchals are inseparable parts of one and the same Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chotanagpur
and Assam” PP 3.4 You have completely demolished this organizational arrangement and machinerylaid
down 1n the Constitution.

UUnder the circumstances we the undersigned members of the .North-Western Anchal of the
G, E. L. Church-make the following declaration : '

1. That vours i1s an illegal and unconstitutional body.

2, That you Rev. N. Ekka, Mr, Jehabenus Lakra, Rev. Silas Kujur, Rev. Dr. N. Minz and
Shri C. A. Tirkey have left the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and its North-Western Anchal.
Therefore you are not the officers and leaders of the North-Western Anchal.

3. That you have no right, power and authority over the properties—moveable and immoveable,
which are now under the use, control and administration of the North-W estern Anchal.

4. That you have no rights, no power, and no authority over the institutions, which are under the
North-Western Anchal.

5. That you have no jurisdicticn over the congregations of the G, E. L. Church within the area
of the North~\ estern Anchal.




Yours faithfully,

1. Rev. Dr. J. J. P. Tiga, Ranchi llaka 10, P. D. Bage, Ranchi llaka

2. Rev. S. Mohan M. G., Ranchi Ilaka 11. Salmon Minz, Lohardaga Ilaka

3. Prof. Dr. P.C. Horo, Hazaribagh llaka 12. Johan Bage, Lohardaga Ilaka

4 TRev. Gossner Kerketta, Ranchi llaka 13. Rev. C. H. Tirkey, Lohardaga Haka
5. Dr. P.S. Toppo, Lohardaga llaka 14. Theophil Surin, Ranchi Ilaka

6. Rev. M. P. Ekka, Ranchi llaka 15. Rev. Suresh Toppo, Ranchi llaka

7. Premchand Beck, Hazaribagh llaka 16. T.]. Barla, Ranchi llaka

8. Joseph Barwa, Hazaribagh llaka 17. Rev. N. M. Surin, Duars llaka

9 C.D. Joseph Purty, Hazaribagh Ilaka 18. Rev. 1. Kiro, Jatatoly laka

C.C. (1) S. D.O.Ranchi
(2) Dy. Com. Ranchi

(3) S, D, O, Gumla .
(4) S, D. O. Lohardaga

(5) S. D. O. Hazaridagh W

(6) Director, Lutheran World Federation

(7) Director, Gossner Mission

(8) President, F. E. L. C. (1) Sd/— Rev, S, Mohan M. G, 21-7-77
(9)—(12) Anchal Adhyakshes of the G. E. L. Church CJ/o The Kendriye Salakari Sabha

(13) The Pramukh Adhyaksh Rev, S, Barla G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi
(14) The Rt. Rev. Dorairaj Peter .

Printed at the G. E. L. Church Press, Ranchi
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Adhyakgh North West Anchal
Lohardaga.
Dear ﬂr, Wy &, Sty 2 ¢ &

o The GEL Cwureh has been watching the activitieg of North West
Anchal since October 1976 when the electiens in all Anchals were held,
You atarted non-cooperation with the Cwureh in viclation of the Constit
ution. Slnce then despite repeated requests, discussions and pleadings
you have been adamant and have tried to preject the North West Anchal
as an independent Church, The North West Anchal 1s historically and
constitutionally part and parcel eof the GEL Cwurch as registered under
the Soclety Registration Act 1860, 3 b

. Your agtlons as expressed through your cerrespondences to the
Pramukh Adhysksh GEL Church and ether Church bodies in India and abrost
clearly indicate that you do not want to co-operate with the GEL Churd
but want te separate yourself as an independent Church bedy. This is 4
¢lear viclation of the Church and the wigh of the members of the Churel .
fou should know that anyone or any bedy whe claims to be a member of
the Ghurch must subseribe to the provigions of the censtitution as
amnded in 1960, In other words those whe de not _subseribe to the conge
titution are debarred from enjoying the fellowship and benefits of the
GEL Crurch. As sald earlier your entire attitude and actions are anti-
GELC and its_constitution. Your actions are unilateral and are not
binding on the GELC and its congtitution. You have in clear temms teld

P.2.0.
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UELC(I) that you are a newdy born Church. You are reported to_be going
shead ordalning new pagtors on 9th June 1977. That megns you have unilae
terally seceded from the Ministerium of the GEL Church. This is a danger-
ous step you have taken, o

However in Christian bellef and charity I eppeal to _you te
desslst frem unilateral action in breaking the unity of the Ghurch and in
trying te form a new Church yet claiming te be the GEL Cyurch if you want
to create a new Chureh you camet claim to be the Gessner Church since
you de not subseribe to its constitutien and its authority. Yeu canneot
enjoy the secular and spiritual bemefits and fellowship of the GEBL Cyureh.
Any indlgeipline and obstinacy within an assoclation or society cannot
be tolerated, Yoy are continuing to discbey the constitutional authority
of the GEL Church and yet are enjoying the properties and offices of this
great Ghurch, Constitutional and legal action for gross indiseipline and
rebellion would be amply justified, 4 % b

I want to make it very eclear that you dessist fram the path feor
secesgion but co-operate with the Church with its K88 organisatienally as
per Ghurch constitution. If you do not de so it would be deemed that you
have finally separated yourself frem the GEL Church and you will be treat
as any independent Church but net part of GEL Church. You cannot use the

name of GEL Chwrch while you function as a separate entity.

—

Wwth regards,
CC: The Secretary UBLC-I
“ Bivater durer e meras e
) eravion o " I g o AR
m;:gmmur d . a) "

Pramukh Adhyeksh,GEL Church,Ra
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Respected Sir,

We the members of the GOsSSNEr Evangalic:al
Lutheran Church of Chotanagpur and Assam, Ranchi beg to
bring to your kind notice the following facts regarding

the present situation of the G.E.L.Church Ranchi,

That the G.E.L. Church Council re@ently formed
according to the Constitution ol the G.E.L.Church, has been
boycotted by one of the Iive anchals (Synods) i.e. the North
West Anchal. They have also formed a separate Church under

the name of North West G.E.L.Church,

That the so called North West Ge. B.L.church has
been formed under the leadership of few members of that Anchal
guided by Rev. Dr., N.Minz, He along with five or six leaders
have ignored the original mother G.E.L.Church and tney have
formed a separate body of mini 4.E.L.Church, and are geexing

recognition and affiliation to tne foreign Institutions.

That even if their group is considered as a
Communal group the fact is not there. The major population
of the North West Anchal are not the followers oi the said
leaders and have set their allegiance to the original mother

G.E.L.Church of Chotanagpur and Assam.

That the said group headed by Rev. Dr. N.Ninz
is trying to get recognition by the Kuratorium and other
foreign Institutions. If it happens the entire G.E.L.Church
will be affected and will be divided into two Churches which
will result into the ultimate destruction of the entire

Lutheran Congregation of the whole Chotanagpur and Assam,

Under the circumstances stated above we the repre=
sentative of the local public request your Highness not to
take any care of the said group or 1ts leaders Rev, Dr. N,
Minz in case if he will represent this case to the Kuratorium,

With regards,

Very Sincerely Yours

WWell wishers of the G,E.L.
Church ,
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\JJ 18th April '77,

wrvo [ & /W./ﬁss— /%

To

The Chairman
Euratorium,

Dear Sir,
I am glad to know that the Kuratorium meeting will be held
. very soon in the coming months,and hope that the matters regarding
G.E.L.Church will also be dealt with. You would have heard from the

Director,Pastor M,Seeberg about the situation of the G.BE.L.Church

nd will hear from Dr,.S5inghe also. Still I would like to put some
lines before you.
The Noeth West Anchal has declared itself a separate,

independent body,declaring itself North West C.E.L.Church. And now

it is trying to get affiliation and recognition from outside bodies,

y request therefore is that the North West Anchal or the
S0 called North West G.E.L.Church be not given the recognition if
asked., For if that is done the Church will face a permanent chaos

and will bw deteriorated,

With greetings and best wishes for the success of the

meeting,

Yours sincerely,

.-J o 'r-.
(Rev.S.Barla)

v Pram ikh Adhvaksh
Pastor M,Seeberg,Director G.M. LL Church Ranchi.
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QFFICE OF THE NORTH UEST ANCHAT 4 Go Ee Lo CHURCH

bkt e e e —— S . w— — I S pe——

R AN C H L,

Noes 88/77/P=48., Ge Zele Church, Ranchi.,
el Apvil, 1977.

Reve.SeBarlia,

Pramukh Adhvaksh of

Assamy Orissa, ledhys and S.R.Anchals,
G’l ElLi Church!

Dear Sir,

With reference to your XSHEEY circular letters
Nos.91/77/E88=-134, dated 23=3-1977 and No.94/77/K58=-1%4 dated
50=5=1977 I have to point out that as per decree in the Title
Sult lNo,23%2/85 of 73/75, your election! formation of KSS.and
a%é other Boards officlials are not valid, uncongtitutional
a illesals

You know very well that the decree states - " The
Defendent No, 1,(meaning Dr.Singh.) however, will remain and
act as a care-taker as before as per direction issued in this
case bHo adﬁiniater the working of thgﬁi?urch till constitutio-
nally vald il of the KSS aceomding to the rﬂ%ﬂ 10
ﬁna_gguat;uu,ign_n?lgha Gossner Chureh are §i§§§h&2§§g§§§%ﬂﬁfﬁl
nally for the vacant posts caused by the resigNeGlioNSsesssel

Since the four Anchals under you have violated the
sacred Basle FPrlnciples of the Church constitution and failed
E% in the duties and objeets of the Church as given in the
1960 Church gonstitution, brokem and destroyed the unity of
the Church, making the office of Pramukh Adhyaksh cease to be
a vigible symbol of unity and practically destroyed the 1960
constitution ivself while fawming the KSS and other Boards, |
actlons are certainly not valid, not acconﬂin§ to the consti-
tutionsl provisions and are not elected const tutionally.,

North West Anchal has glresdy given its negative
corroborative vote twice as detailed and explained in our
Resolutions already sent to gll concerned in this office
letter No. 58/77/7-48,; dated 15-3=1977, '

Therefore all other points raiged by you need no
further corment at this stage and will take its own course

whiich is natural, fruitful and good for both the parts of the

former " GeE.L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assam " of which we
all are nmembers.

Thanking you.

Yourg faithfully,

s )4V S 65

Y ¥
( Rev.N:‘,E“Ekalt.%‘}
Adhyaksi N.We.Anchal Ranchi,

&
Pramukh Adhyaksh,
North West G.E.L.Church,Ranchi

OC: 1o “f-CKP-Singh,
b/%ﬁrmarﬁcting Pramukh Adhyaksh.
2% Director,G.M. Berlin,
3¢ Limison officer KNH Delhi.




GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN. CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM

Pramukh Adhyakah —Rav. S. Burla ( Regd, under Societies Reglatration Act X X1 of 1860 ) HEAD  OFFICE
Up. Pramukh Adhyakslh=—=Rev, P.D.Soreng

Secratary —Mr. A. Lakra
Treasurer —Rev. M. Bhuinya

G. B L, Church, Ranchi
Bihar/indis
Phone 23358

Ref: No. E R e : Date

94/77/K38-134 ~ 20th March'77.

The Adhyaksh
North West Anchal
Ranchi,

. Dear 9ir,

In reply to the letter of the so celled P kh Adhyaksh of
the 30 enlled North VWest GEL Clhmrech,Ranchl FNos. 53/7"?7?-43 dated
18.2,77 and 62/77/P-48 dated 21.3.77 I emphatically inform you that
I am the legal snd eonstitutional hesd of the Cossner Lvsngellcsl
Luthersn Chuarch in Chotanagpur and Assam including the Head Cuarters

~ tion chi.lI an therefore to serve 21l the people
uithnigha ﬁmﬂim{a of the GEL reh melnd:ng the North Vast
Anchal,snd hence the question of interference in the affalrs of the
ath Chureh does not arise.

Parther more in pursiance of and consequent to the declarae
tions and decisions of the North West Anchal or the go oalled North

West GEL Church, Ranchi,declaring herself a separate and ependent
bcd';' or ehnrdlmmﬂuto;ally,mt‘ummhin; the Pramukh ﬂl‘inhh and -}

his K33,which has been formed in seccordance with the Constitutien 1960
of the GEL Chmrch,in compliance with the Court's decreeg in Title Suit
Hoe.232/85 of 1973,all intermnal snd external financlal relationship

hitherto maintained with the North West Anchal or the so called North
dest GEI.ICMMh is being stopped till thig matter 1s finally clarified
and settled.

This i3 for your information snd gnidance.
With best cof ny regards,

Yours sincerely,

=

Preamkh Adhyskash
CCs Director P.B.L.,3ELC, aiELChurch Ra nehi,

Director Tossner ¥igslon,Berlin
Ligison Officer ENH,

All Adhyakshes of anchals,GELC,




"‘r"-/ _‘:---. J
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHUNCH IN CHOTANAGPUR
AND ASSAM : RANCHI,

Noe91/77/KS3-134 Ranchi Dated 23rd March'77.

TO

The Adhyaksh,
North West Anchal
Ranchi.

Dear Sir,

. With reference to the letter No.58/77/Fe48 dated 15.3.77 from

the Head office of the so ecalled" North West Gossngr Evangelical Luthe-
ran Church" I would like to state as under:-

l.That the above mentioned letter is misconcepted and nisleading as there
1s no existence of such church with its officers within the jurisdic-
tion of the G.E.L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assam,Ranchi.

~ 2.That Rev.S.Barla is the constitutional and legal head (Prarmkh Adhyaksh)
‘) of the G.E.L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assam.Rev.S.Barla has been
elected Prarmkh Adhyaksh constitutionally vide Artiele XVIIin complia-

nce with the Ceurt's deerce on Title Suit Na.232/85 of 1973,aftér due
notification and is in line with provisiens envisaged and made by the

Continuation Committee in its meeting dt.Sept.4-8,196n.

3.That the KSS with its officers,Boards amd Standimg Cormittees has been
constituted under the ehairmanship of Pparmkh Adhyaksh Rev.S.Barla,
therefore,these are legal, constitutional and valid for the whole
. Gossner Churech,and have every right and contwal whatse&ver as prvided
In the Constitntion 1960 of Gossner Church.

4.That fthe donor is kept npen for all the menmhers of North West Anchal
who are willing to join the KSS of the Gossner Church vide KSS resolu-
tion in its meeting dated 13-14th Fahuaryy197Y item 16(A) (1) which
reads as"The doors of the KSS.is kept open for N.W.Anchal to join the

present KSS." because peaces Progress 1s net im division but in unity.

SeThe G.E.L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assamis mne.The declaration of the
‘ N.W.Anchal as an independent "North West G.E.L.ChurchyRanchi" cannot
be recognised as a separate independent church.And hence all actions
taken by and involvements as so called "North West G.E.L.Church,Ranchi"
are unconstitutional,illegal and invalid.It has no ldentity of 1ts own.
The G.E.L.Church is inseparable.

6.The Ranchi Head Quarters Congregation 1s directly under control of the

Prarmukh Adhyaksh vide Constitution -Appendix-I(b). No Anchal has any
right to interfere in the administration and namagenent over Head Qrs.

Congregation, Ranchi,because of its unique and symbolic feature.

With my best compliments and Christian greetings,

Yours sinceEaly,

¥ —
.

(Rev;g.Bﬁrlaj
GODy "t Prparmikh Adhyaksh
GEL Church Ranchi.

All concerned.




GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM

AR NI { Hegd, under Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 ) HEAD OFFICE
XN XX KON X XX G.B L. Church, Ranchi
Bihar/India
ReveS.Baria: Prammkh Adhyaksh, Phone 23338
f: No. 35 /77 /KSS=134 pae_ Loth-Febe 1977,
To

The Adhyaksh NeW.A.
Rmﬂhin

Subject :=Submission of Electlion Result of NWA to the
& KSS Office of the GEL Church.

Dear Sir,

In continuation to this office letter No.208/76/KSS~134 dated
17th November 1976 I would like to draw your attention that the elec-
tion result of the North West Anchal has not yet been received in this
office.This letter may therefore please be treated as the last letter
requesting you to act according to the followlng pointsi~

le That if the election has been completed in the NWA the result there=-
of be sent to this office definitely by the end of this month.

2.In case you have completed the election you are invited to 4nin the
next meeting of the KSS scheduled to be held on 10~12 March'77.
Please therefore notify your KSS and Board members accordinglye.

. 3.,In case you fall to join the sald KSS meeting the KSS wlll be at
liberty to take any suitable action on the matter it conslders proper

The decision of the KSS and the notice for the KSS meeting
mentioned above are enclosed herewith for needful,

Thanking yon.

Enclos:2 Ypurs sincerely,
7 255.@5

(ReveS.Barla)
Pramukh Adhyaksh
cc: Pastor M.Seeberg GELChurch ﬁpnchi.

Director Gossner Mission
Camp Ranchi.

Adhyaksh SE Anchal

Adhyaksh Orissa Anchal
Adhyaksh Assam Anchal

Adhyaksh Madhya Anchal.
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VERICE OF THE WoaL Wivol ANCHATDL . GeE.L 4! HURCH .

: ﬂI"'.f._‘

el o - N
Director,Gossner Mission,
Camp - Ranchi.

Referenice: Your letter dated ?mE—1977l addresgssed to

—_"_-“__-_--——___—_‘________ --—_—-——h-_l—i-_—

. — _—_--—HH_--__—_H__——__ -_—_—_-—_—._—_—-—

Dear Sir, _
I am adviged by the offfce of North West

Anchal ,Ge.E.L.Church Ranchi, to convey t%% Jollowing
remarks of this office on your abﬂve& etler: -

(1) North West Anchal has expressed opinion for
itself only and - NOT FOR ALL the Anchals. N.W.A. leaves
the other Anchals free to do whatever they like for the

administration of four Anchalsf,egcﬂbt/h{w?# AP Ransls el R,

(2) The proposed amendments contain the guestion
of authorisation to the Adhyaksh to ordain candidates.
This is contradictory to the point raised by this Anchal,
This authorisation can even now be done without amendment.,

(3) There is no provision in the proposed amend-
ment for direct affiliation by NeWeAe t0 Outside bodies
by which representation can be exercised by this Anchal.
The kind of representation proposed in the amendment is

being exercised even now as Mr.G.Tiru has already represen-
ted his Anchal in Germanv. |

(4) The proposal of N.WeA. is pre-=requisite to the
Joining of the four Anchal ESS. Your PTroposed amendment
shows that concession can be made ¥ only after Joining
Ghls KSS and at the déscretion of the KSS and its Chairman,
which is contrary to. the points raisedby this Anchal.

This is for your information and necessary
gUiﬂE¢GE-

Yours sincerely,

7 e ZuBilakra,) ’ﬁ/{”

-
=L
Fd

- e

~_~—"Becretary,
North VWest Anchal,
GeLeLoeChurch, Ranchi.,

CC: to office of the Four Anchals ( SeE.y Orissa, Assam &
;1 E'-i:.IL }.1 :.;rﬂ. * )
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Office of the Seeretary, G.£, L.Church,South=East Anchal ;Khunti,
Memo Nol.43/77 Dated Khunti, the 29th Jan,'77.

An extract from the minutes of the S.E.Anchal sSamiti

held at Khunti on the 28¢th Jan.,; 1977 is forwarded te Pramukh
Adhyaksh,G,E.L.ChurchyRanchi for informagtion and needful.

e :-I.r'q?
Secretary,
GEL Church,;SE Anchal,
Khunti,
S.Es Anchal Samiti Meeting
Item Nosie Digscussion on the Pregent Situation of the G.LE.Les
. Church and the Permanent Solution of 1it,

After due condideration the Saniti resolved
that 1=

(i) The Saniti upholdeg the formation of the New KSS
and the slection of the new Officers of the churnh

at the Centre, bhecauses this is the only way to A
. act as per Constitution of the G,E.L.Chureh in
force,

(ii) The Samiti notes with regret that the N,W.Anchal

:
:
repregsentatives are determined not to Jjoin the

New HES.

t

| : !

. {1i4) The Samiti suggests that the KSS after due investf-
gation take suitable action that will guarantee

future peace & progress of the Churgh, (

Confirmed
Sd/« Rev, N, Phuinya sd/« H, Seoy
28.1:77 28.1.77 }
Adhyaksh, J Sesecretary, |
GEL Church,SE Anchal, GEL Church, SE Anchal, '
Khunti,

Kh“ﬂti. \l.

C tor=-
3.4 1/6::;nar Mission Director,
Pastor M, Seeberg at Ranchi,
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To, |
e Anchal Adhyaksh, South East Anchal,
“ Assam Anchal,
Orissa Anchal,
lladnya Ancheal.
Dear Sir,

1 am To forward herewith a copy of the
Anchal Sabha resolution on item No. 14-=(1) and (2)

for your information and necessary guidance.

This is for your information.

( Mr
Secretary,

L

North West Anchal,

| .

Ge.E.L.Church,Ranchi.
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This Anchal Sabha of North West Anchal of the G.E.L.
Church received reports from its officers on the recent
situations and developments in the Church and records its
. deep regret and dissappointment on the fact that the other
Anchels ( South East Anchal, (2) Orissa Anchal, (3) Assam
Anchal and (4) Madhya Anchal.) in the intimated absence
Of the North West Anchal, " which is an inseparable part
& of the G.E.L.Church " have attempted to elect Pramukh
Adhyaksh, " who hasTthbe a visible symbol of unity of the
Gossner Church " and to form the K.S.S., " in and through
which they express the unity of the Church inspite of its
diversity " on 13-1-1977 disregarding the fact that this
Anchel Sabha has already recorded and sent its negative
. corroborative vote on its last session dated 15th-16th,
March 1976, on the formation of K.S.S. and election of

Pramukh ‘Adhyaksh before any viable solution to the present
crisis was found out;

Now, therefore, this Anchal Sabha in exercise of its
right as given to an Anchal and contained in Article Four
. Part-I1I-(6)-(d)-(i) and (ii) and Article = 15=(4)=(t) of
the 1960 Constitution, resolves:-

(1) That this Anchal Sabha records its negative
corroborative vote on the attempt by the other Anchals in
the formation of K.B.S. and election of Pramukh Adhyaksh

. as these are matters affecting the general status of the
Church and of its workers @&and declares that such persons

as are elected officers on 23-1-1977, and thereafer, and
constitute K.S5.5. and Boaxds by these Anchals aan not
constitute and represent the whole Gossner Church, and can
not act in the name of whole Church, and be not effective
and bindingy on the Church;

(2) That the officers and Boards created by the
other Anchals shall have no Jjurisdiction ami control what-
“soever on the North West Anchal and Ranchi Hd.Qrs.Congre-
gation area, and these shall not be effect @k by the
declisions and acts of these officers and Boards.

Conti. - - I1.
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JLa» No-14 (2 iz

(5) This Anchal Sabha records with regret that as
all the pmpﬂ'aals of the Anchal have not been considered
by tThe Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh and other Anchals, and the
other Anchals on 13th of January 1977 have unilaterally
proceeded deleberately to attempt the formation of K.S.S.
" in and through which is expressed the unity of the Church
inspite of its diversity, and election of Pramukh Adhyaksh
a visible symbol of unity of the Gossner Church in the
notified absence by negative corroborative vote of the
North West Anchal, in utter VIOLATION of the BASIC
PRINCIFPLES of the Church and failed to organise its units
under the constitubtion so that the different individuals and
groups can live together in love and mutual respect for
the God given freedom of each individual and group, and
thereby made the office of Pramukh Adhvaksh CEASE to be
visible symbol of unity of the Gossner Church;

And whereas by their unilateral action, the other
Anchals FAILED ‘in the DUTIES AND OBJECTS of the Church to
express outwardly the unity of the Church and all itsg
organisational units, and to develop a living fellowship
in the whole Church in faith and freedom, by all membmxs
methods and to establish unity;

This Anchal Sabha im convinced that the unity of
the Church has been BROKEN and DESTROYED and the Church
is now DIVIDED by the actions of other Anchals and therefore
this Anchal Sabha resolves not to join the K.S.S. and other
Boaxds formed by other Anchals, as it has now become not

netessary.

a " 8 % 8 8 88 B a
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- NoeBQL/75/KS3=134 | Ranchi Dated 22 Jane75.

e T A
~+ A1l Pastors ol GEL
LAY Anchgl memb ers ~ |
ATl members of the Drafting new Constibutione

A11 KSS members -
A1l members of Consultatnts of the GEL Churche

As. declded by the KSS of the G.E.L.Church on its meeting dated

mﬁm,lasg and 1ts subsequent sittings for its
a draft outline of the -erggnsed Constitution of the GEL Church was

finally approved by the on its meeting dated 31st July and .1lst®
mguSt 1974 |

-The KSS has since IEPPI.'*WEd and accepted the draft Constltu.’on
of the Church on its meeting dated 4=9th December 1974 for adopt.i

- The new Constitution 1s being sent to the_members—of ~the _ehuael
for tb.air information and guldance onlys

. Yours sincerely,

P AT -

-]
(Hev.P.D§SEren€?
Secretary .
GEL Ghurd'l Eanchi-
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Confidential Draft only

Procedures to end the crisis of GELC

1=  Kss=-Officers and NWA delegates find a preliminary agreement
2= . Anchal-oSamitis agree upon that

% KBS (ineluding NWA members) come to final decision
4= Posgitive corroborative votes come from Anchals

5= NWA prepares constitution for new churchunit, decides

upon and' implements
6= New church unit gets regristation

7= Negotiations take place between both churches regarding
a) properties
b) Provident and Pension Fonds
¢) IWF and GM contributions
. d) Theological education

e) Headquarters congregation

d) other items




Confidentoal DPraft only

Wording of recommendaton for K55 meeting March

( already to be discussed in Anchal Sami%is before)
KS5S may resolve:

1.  EKSS deeply regrets the non-participation of NW-Anchal
. in XS5 of GELC and the constant demand of sellf-autonoumy

of L .u‘-":-ILnChal .

o 'Ag K4S holds peace. for.more essential than umitTy it
basically agrees to this demand in order %o avold

further erosion.

%, K58 gives freedom to NW-Anchal %o leave the mothere
chureh and form an own unit including self-responsi-
bility inside and outside

provided

NW—Anéhal agrees upon bilateral non=interference of

the two churches., To maintain peace and TO realize
good relationship it is absolutely necessary that
both churches restrict their jurisdiction within their

areas, i.e. no congregatlion of one church can Be transe

ferred to the other church and no new congregation

can be established in The neigzhbour-church.

ﬂ TI‘ I'\lh '."

4. XSS is ready to solve all problems between the two

chureches in an amicable way.
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j)f hlru’ﬂ—tf.:[ HEH'E'

RANCHI, BIHAR,
INDIA .
13712.78

f Dear..,.g-.m-tt} %@-{m [
v A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you.

Shanti, our second daughter now 13 years has made this sketch

bringing out the Christmas message - “For unto us a child is

bom...............the mighty God, the ever lasting Father, the prince

of peace” (Isaih 9:6). May this message of Christmas come alive |

¢ to you in a fresh way this year. ,-

i { After last Christmas the family spent a few days in Calcutta. |

1 Myself attending a seminar of Bengal Christian Council, and Para-
cleta and children enjoyed vistiing zoo; museums and other places
of interest in the city. The new year started with church convention,
which voted to form the new church committed to mission service
in this region of India free from bondages at home and abroad. In_
November the Deocesan Council of the North Wg_sjgm_G_E._L__C.humh_
elected me as Arch Deacon. Paracleta is elected General
Secretary of Women Department, and is the member of the Synudlﬁl
Council. As such we have. been deeply involved in church wmk
besides our normal duties in Gossner College and Kinder Garten
School respectively.

Gossner College has increased in strength and we have 1700
students with the faculties of Arts, Commerce and Science up to
degree levels. As a memorial to women decade, our church has
taken steps to establish ‘Singi Di Mahila College’ at Gumla,
58 miles west of Ranchi.

Our girls Sona -16, Shanti -13, Nijhar - 11, and Akay - 8 and

i nephew Ajoy -8 are doing very well in their studies and other

f extra curicular activities. We are thankful to the Lord for all these. . -

_ - In_the midst of many problems and paossiblities in our society and Fga.- not; For behold, | bring ‘!fﬂu good tidings of great joy
. the church we have learnt to live in closer fellowship with the T L .; gha“ be to all people.

. & §  Lod in our daily life. He bears our burdm This_makes nm life - =

‘l'.-_.
G = 3

For unto  you is born th?s dﬂ‘r in the city ;nf DAVID a

il chri!t tha I.nrd 1?

; ":__-_j:.{.' ﬁ God in the Pﬁh&at and on earth’ 6&3(:& '@od will
ard ST. LUKE 2:10, 11, 14. 4
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Members of the Executive

Commitiee -

3

NORTH WESTERN

GOSSNFR EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pramukh Adhyaksh ( President )

- Rev. Niranjan Ekka P sty =ty o |
Up Pr. Adhyaksh E N O COas -*.l:# e Head Office -
- Rev. Silas Kujur N G:E.L. Church

Secretary - Sri. Zehahenus Lakra
I'reasurer - Sri. Christ Anand Tirkey

I.‘w- Dr. Nirmal Minz |
2, ey, Sunil Tirkey |

Rev. C. C. Minz

/e R g Y2 Main Road,
| Hunchx/Bzharﬁndm._

Ref” No... 238/?8/F_48 ’ ' | Dated_ 12=6~78 ..
To,
D.Kurt Scharf DD,
Chairmsn,
Gossner Mission,
Berlin.
Dear Sir,

Sri, Nirmal Chaudhary i
Sri. P. D. Panna
Sti. Theophil Ekka |
Sri. Erus Bara |
Sri. Ahlad Tirkey

Sri. Phulchand Panna

The resolution item No« 3-(d) nf the Exanutive
Gummlttee meeti of the North Western G.E.L.Church, held

on 8th of June 1978 atJHW-G.E.L.Ghurch Hethakota far ynur
information. _

(d) - Letter dated May 24, 1978 from DruKurt Scharf DD
Chairman, Kuratorium of Gossner Mission Society,
Berlin waa placed and considered. The Gommittae
notes its regret that the Gossner Mission has
failed to take note of all the events, -decisions
and steps leading up to the present situations ir
the former undivided G.E.L.Church. The Committee
also noted that Dr.Paul Singh failed %8 in his- -
duty to the Church and misrepresented the facts
gf the groups within the Church before the Kura-

orium.

Resolved to send copy of letter Nn 15%s
dated 27-4-78, eélong with resolution of the Haha
sabhe and the copy of the constitution fnr tha
study of the Kurﬂturium.

LR BB BN BN BN BN BN BN N

- Read and confirmed.

Sd/— Ne.kka. Sd/" Z«B.l8kra,
8-6-?8- 8"‘6-r78.
Chairman. Secretary.
CC: Dr.Martin Kruse. Yours sincerely,

Encl: (1) Letter No.151/78/F-48. ’Wd_«}g
dated : 27-4-1978. ( Rev.N.EkKEL)
Pramukh Adhyaksh (President.)

(2) The Consti- th i
tution of the Nor geitgrg %%‘.L Church,
le--GlE-L -Ghurﬂh- .




4 NORTH WESTERN
" GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH.

Pramukh Adhyaksh ( President )
- Rev. Niranjan Ekka

Head Office =
Up Pr. Adhyaksh oo o SIS :
- Rev. Silas Kujur = :'] _r'"*,‘,.'_'-" ‘_"H.-:':“‘_‘H G'E_'L' Chdur{:h
Secretary - Sri. Zehabenus Lakra IIr 3 - (NI *-\'i' £ ‘N J ;dﬂmhﬁﬂ;,t: (ndi
“Treasurer = Sri. Christ Anand Tirkey I-’I L7 iy e, / Lo I} thar/india,
g F I-‘::.i:;r:‘rl.- 11 p: f
Ref. No..151/78/F=48 . iy M vacE o ‘ Duud..?.?,-.%f 19?8'
To,
embers of the Executive : D.Kurt Scharf DD.
ommitlee 3= | Ghaiman,
- | Gosgner Mission,
I. “Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minz l BRI XK.

Rev. Sunil Tirkey Dear Eir, |

T e | 1. - Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ on

£ GESa s - behalf of all the members of our Church.

4. Sri. Nirmal Chaudhary |

' 2. = {le have already informed you in our office letter No.58/77
= , /F-48,dated }5th March 1977, that G.E.L.Chnrch has finally been

6. Sri. Theophil Bkka ¥WO/ G3ivided into/separate Churches and in both the parts separate

7. Sri. Brus Bara % Head of the Church with its own officers have been constituted.

‘ 3, - After a part of the former G.E.L.Church constituted its own

9.+ Sri. Phulchand Panne | adminigtration on 1%3-1-1977 under Rev.S.Barla, our North Western

- Anchal, being an autonomous part of the former G.E.L.Church res-

' olved unanimously on 1st February '77, to establish itself as an

independent Church. -

. arh P D P’anr{n

8. Sri. Ahlad Tirkey

4, = When all our efforts for amicable settlement of our differe-
nces within the Church failed, including the attempts of friends
| and well wishers within and outside India, we finally decided to
convene a Mahasabha ( General Assembly ) of our area and of those
who decided to join us in our move.

. | 5. = We are glad to inform you that on 15th April 1978, our Maha-
sabha ( General Assembly ) was held at Christ Church Ranchi in

which all the constituents Parishes, Ilakas and Congregations of
our area attended. Besides this, some of the Parishes and Congre-
zations of South East Anchal, Madhya Anchal and Orissa Anchal alsc
joined us. About 1500 delegates and officlal visitors who attended
the Mahasabhe at Ranchi belng representatives of One Lacs (hundrec
thousand) of Church members out of the total of 3 lacs membership
of the former G.E.L.Church, passed and adopted unanimously a Cons
titution for the North wWestern G.E.L.Church. Full text of tThe Con
stitution will be sent in due course as and when printed.

6. - By the Grace of Lord Almighty, at last, we have found out
our own solution to the persisting problems and we hope peace,
| harmony and stability will be restored in both parts of the formex

G.E.L.Church, as the division of the Church is now finally com-
plete.

Continued. . a4 Ile

:1F 1 I:'-:!‘lll.}




NORTH WESTERN

GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH.

Pramukh Adhyaksh ( President)

- Rev. Niranjan Ekka

Up Pr. Adhyaksh

- Rev. Silas Kujur

Head Office -
G.E.L. Church

Secretary - Sri. Zehabenus Lakra SAaln [_{Dﬂ*d’ '
Treasurer - Sri. Christ Anand Tirkey Ranchi/Bihar/India.
By B e e e

Ref. Ne.

Members of the Executive

Committee -

s W

C ¢

Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minz
.Eunil Tirkey

Rev. C. C. Minz

Sri. Nirmal Chaudhary
Sri. P. D, Panna

Sri. Theophil Ekka

Sri. Erus Bara

Sri. Ahlad Tirkey

Sri. Phulchand Panna

I1.

7+ = We believe that you will remember us in prayers -as- befﬂre
and pray for the growth and stability of our Church fnr Greater
Glory of our Lord.

Yours sincerely,

Eﬂ/- HIEkkai
( Rev.Niranjan Ekka.)
President (Pramukh Adhysksh.)
North Western G. E.L.Glmrch
RANC HI. -




NORTH WEST
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

RANCHI

Pramukh Adhyaksh

- Rev. Nirnnja.n Ekka Head Ofﬁﬂ =
Up Pr. Adhyaksh . . G. E. L. Church,

- Rev. Silas Kujur Main Road,
Secretary - Sri Z. B. Lakra | Ranchi/Bihar/India,
Treasurer - Sri C. A. Tirkey
Ref. No.... 300/ 77/8-48, Dated. . 208097 .

Lo,
Pagtor L.R.Helmath Borutta,
Drandsty, - 23-
SSJU - Humban;'
West GCermany.

Dear Drother Borutta,
A sopy of your letlter dated 15%th of
August 1977, addressed to Rev,S.lMohan has reached us. Ve were

expecting that you will be informed of the activities of Rev.
JedePsTiga and his men by them.

You are all well aware that Ncrth West Anchal has bheen
duly constituted and it is functioning under the Adhyaksh Rev.
Hiranjan Ekka. Ve have considered your letier snd we are so
to leaxn that you are badly misinformed and mistaken. The sct
vities of RevedJsJsP«Tiga has finslly cemented the division of

the Gossner Church, four Anchals on one side and North Western
Anchel on the other side. '

llow The North West Anchal is firm on its stand o have
a separate Church and the events after 29th September 1977
are goinzg to be decisive.

Since you are keen %o know further developments in the
Church, I am enclosing two printed pamphlets for your infor-
mation. We hope that these will be translated and c¢ircul ated

anong friends by you.
With greetinge.

Yours sincerely

§ Ty

-

CG Ghairman,ﬂ.ﬁ.wjffgf’# ¢ ﬂg;E;Eaﬂggra-)
B Cc x G"I'II-' 2 1 le] .
Di?gagg Grotheus, North Yest GeE.L.Church,
Dr.K.VeStieglitz. RANCH I,

PS: Rev.Dr.li.linz hes beén served with a notice terminating
his service as the Principsal of Gossner College by Reve
S.Barla on 16th August, 1977,




NORTH WEST
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

RANCHI

Pramukh Adhyaksh

- Rev. Niranjan Ekka 4 Head Office :-
Up Pr. Adhyaksh : : jE IT NET ~ A '.'_f:__'_":‘__h‘;r G- E. L. Church;

- Rev. Silas Kujur , o e *!' Main Road,
Secratary - Sri Z. B. Lakra ! B SED 1077 | Rﬂnﬁhi/ﬂihud[ndia_
Treasurer - Sri C. A. Tirkey ’ | |
Ref. No. 290/ 77/7-48, TR | Dated . 29=8=1977 ...

Lo,
Pastor 1.R.Helmth Borutta,
BI‘EH(].H“‘.?I‘- - 23 .
8500 - Nurnberg,
West Gernany.

Dear Brother Borutta,

A copy of your letter dated 15th of
August 1977, addressed to Rev.S.Mohan has reached us. We were
expecting that you will be informed of the activities of Rev.
JeJeP.Tiga and gis-man by thenm.

You are all well aware that North West Anchal has been
duly constituted and it is functioning under the Adhyaksh Rev.
[firanjan ¥kka. We have considered your leftter and we are 80
to learn that you are badly misinformed and mistaken. The acti-
vities of ReveJ.J.P.Tiga has finally cemented the division of

Ghe Gossner Church, four Anchals on one side and Horth Western
Anchal on the other side.

Now the North West Anchal is firmm on its stand to have
a separate Church and the events after 29th September 1977
are zZoing to be decisive.

Since you sre keen to know further develcpments in the
Church, I am enclosing two printed %amphleta for your infor-
maticon. We hope that these will bhe translated and circulated
among friends by you.

With greetings.

oF Ghairman,ﬂr.ﬁ.\/

Yours sincerely,

Director,G.M. 3
Dr.Hans érﬂthgug, Noxrth West G.E.L.Church,
Dr.K.V.Stieglitz. RANCH I

PS: Rev.Dr.N.Minz has been served with a notice terminating
his service as the Principsal of Gossner Collegze by Rev.
S.Barla on 16th August, 1977.




GOSSNER

NORTH WEST P
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

RANCHI
Pramukh Adhyaksh
- Rev. Niranjan Ekka A ,} — ~ 1 Hiad Office 3=
Up Pr. Adhyaksh ey e e R T G: E. L. Church,
- Rev. Silas Kujur 5 o A6 87 Main Road,
Secretary - Sri Z. B, Lakra '* ot Ranchi/Bihar/[ndia.

Treasurer - Sri C. A. Tirkey | ¢ttt

Ref. No. 221/ 77/ F=48.

L
s

‘Da red,-,ﬂ_tll_.-.&uﬁt_._ 57 Ay P

To, ffff

The Chairman,\”
Gossner Mission,
BERE I N

Subject: Evangelistic Grants.

Dear Sir,
We have already brought to your notice that

Rev.S.Barla has already stopped all financial aids inclu-
ding the Evangelistic Grants which has been sanctioned
for the year 1977.

| The Evangelistic Grants have been received
‘E;g?gim but no payment has yet been made since February,'

1 once again request you to kindly release the
Evangelistic Grants till an alternative arrangement is
made by us. Evengelistic Grants of Surguja, Udaipur and
Palamau Mission Fields be sent direct to the " G.E.L.
Church North West Anchal General Fund " Account No.13741,
United Bank of India, Ranchi Branch, Ranchi.

With Greetings.
Yours sincerely,

( Rﬂﬁfﬁ? |

Pramukh Adhyaksh,
North West G.E.L.Church,
RANCHI.

CC: 1. Rev.M.Seeberg,Director.
2« Rev.Dr.Grothaus.
5« Reve.Dr.W.Hess.
‘q"l REv-H.BDmttE.
5 Dr.Uwe Runge.




NORTH WEST
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

RANCHI
Pramukh Adhyaksh
- Rev. Niranjan Ekka i Head Office :-
' ; : e -y : TN
Up Pr. Adhyaksh 5:_-:_11 N 3 FA RS Semh G. E: L. Church,
- Rev. Silas Kujur ' AT Main Road,
Secretary - Sri Z. B. Lakra | 2.9, JiN 197 t Ranchi/Bihar/India,
Treasurer - Sri C. A. Tirkey
Rﬁf. Nﬂ..%’?!}fﬂu*&. | o : | 'Dﬂfﬁd,__mw;_.-
20,
HOoVve SeBala,
. Fouy Anchialoe
Ge &L-m, Ranchi,
BEEI‘ Bmthﬂrf ! k :
With reoference o lettor Ho« 168/ 77/E33-"154,

datiod 4=0=1977, I have o muike it very clear o you taat you Ccan
noe rosent or speglir on behalf of the G.E.L.Churcii ag roglstored
under tho Soclety Reglistration Aot., 18960.

1« The G.E.L.Chuxch have finplly divided on 151=1977 on
losdlership. The llorth test Anehal hos been watehing the activitics
of the cther four Anchals since befogre 518t Octobar 1973 when gll
tho officers of the CG.B.1.Church glong wvith the K38 nmembers resigned
el - bloe that the othor fouy Anchals were cll glong Soying o vio-
lato tho provisicns of the Church consbitution sand o sbrogate it
in uttor disregard of the purpose, bamic Principles snd Aims and
Chjocts of the Church, as given in the Chuwrch Congbtitution of 196C.
ind at last they mede their fingl bid o dlvide the Chuwch on 15177
by mgking you as thelr Pramukh Adhyskak ood unsuecessfully o holst

. you as the Prspukh Adhyaksh ¢of the G«Z.L.Cmrch in face of the nege-
tive corroborative vote of North Wost Anchels The Nerth West Anchal
hag glreoady recorded ite negative corroborativo vole on your sele=
ction and othor office besmvers under you.lIn no gtrefich of imggivatio
you can place yourself to represent the G.E.L.Chumch. Heuee ycu can
Rt spealk on baholf of the GaEL.Church wilch oxistod bofore 15th of
Janmarys The resolutiens of Anchal Sabha of FJosth West Anchal have
slready boen communicated giving all the detells to &l concerned
in this coffice lettor Ho.25/77/P-48, dated 7th Pob.1977, and ggain
to you.by this offlce No,58/77/P=4Gy dabel 15=-3-1977.

e ,\gu:l.natim of Pastors in a natter ¢f splritudl functions,
ond ainn?s'h not represent the GL.B.L.Church, as it was bofore .45=1-7
you have RO scope TC say 3 to us in Ghis Tegard. Icu heve
youself viclated the functions of the sacreld offico by oxieining
candidatos on 8=5=-77 at Ranchl. _

% I am flad that you still uphald Christion bellef and
charity in cur intorngl differencec, and hence I gppeal you %o
reloase the Tunds of Mission Flelds ismsdlately for the sake .of
Chzigtisn boalicf and chaxity, which hos alrealy been received by

Al 5 S = '
2 ﬁ-“"-h. yO | 1 ( Pele (.n)
| i ] R -




r ' NORTH WEST

GOSSNER ‘EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
RANCHI

Pramukh Adhyaksh
- Rev. Niranjan Ekka Head Office z-

Up Pr. Adhyaksh G. E. L. Church,
- Rev, Silas Kujur Main Road,

Secretary - Sri 7. B. Lakra Ranchi/Bihar/India,
Treasurer - Sri C. A. Tirkey

Ref. No:Zra. . Dated 2 X 3¢

...:
=

recelived by RoveDr.Cilelanl Singh 10 Jaxmary 1977«
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RANCHI

Pramukh Adhyaksh
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NORTH WEST

GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
RANCHI

Pramukh Adhyaksh

- Rev. Niranjan Ekka
U/p Pr. Adhyaksh

- Rev. Silas Kujur

Secretary - Sri Z. B, Lakra
Treasurer = Sri C. A, Tirkey
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Ref. No'. P JoSi,

' 5 Head Offf_::‘# i
EING :":ff_"ﬂ\m (S T_-\! G. E. L. Church,

3 A Main Road,
12. APR. 1077 Ranchi/Bihar/India.
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NORTH WEST GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
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Pramukh Adhvaksgh:
Rev.Niranjan Ekka,
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Ref.No.58/77/F-18, LR be:r 45-3aq007,

To, e N e o
Rev.Martin Seeberg,

Direﬁgbrnéﬁééﬁéf_Miséiaﬁidn

4, Berlim - 84,

ﬁﬁéégar? Sﬁf:-ﬂg/ﬁﬁ: 7
Germanve.

Dear Sir,
I am directed to inform you that Rev.Samuel

Barla 1s not the constitutional and legal Head of the G.E.L.
Church.,

7« The K.S5.S.and other officers and Boards created
by some of the Anchals of the G.E.L.Church under Reve.SeBarla
unilaterally on 13-1-1977 and thereafter are ill gal ,uncongti-
tutional and arbitrarv. All their actions and decigions in
the name of G,E.,L,Church neither constitute and represent the
whole Gossner Church, nor sre thev bindine on the affairs of

whole Gossner Church as thev are ill gal, unconstitutional and
arbltrarv,

2e The G.E.L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assam, now stands
finelly divided into two sepabate Churches/in both the groups
we have constituted our separate Head of the Church with its
own officers.,

*s The group and body headed bv Rev.S.Barla and his
KeSeSe has got no administrative authority, legal right and
control whatsoever on the affairs and moveable and immovesable
properties of the Gossner Church in the Jurisdiction of Ranchi
Hd.Ors. and North Vest Anchal. The concerned resolutions adop-

ted by the Anchal Sabha on ‘st Febe1977, the highest body of the

the North Vest Anchal of the G.F.L.Church and allied resolutio-
ns are enclosed herewiths s+« @

4t It is recuested that henceforth all correspondence

regarding all affairs of the G.E.L.Church concerning the area
at present comprised in the jurisdiction of this Anchal, viz.
(1) Ranchi, (2) Lohardaga, (3) Chatti, (4) Gumla, (5) Chainpur,
(6) Kondra, (7) Kinkel, (8) Jatatoli and (9) Hazaribagh Ilakas
in Blhar State and (“) Ichkela, (?) Sarhapani, (%) Surguja,

( Ambikepur ) Ilakas in Medhva Pradesh and Dooars Ilaka in
W.Bengal may kindlv be made directl~ vith us.

D¢ This is for wour kind information and necessar
guldance,

We do hope that wou prav for us. With Greetings in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yours sincerely,

) ,{%»[gﬁhsz;a‘

® - NBi~9+ERe___wnclosures. A

‘Without. A’?.B.Lakra,)
~~ Secretary,
North West G-E-L-Churﬂh,

R AATN-G H-Ls




Resolution sdopted unanimously by the North test Anchal

-Sabha on 1st Feb.1977, vide Item No.11 - Item No.14&15 of the
Azenda.

e L R e e e This Anchal Sabha of the
North West Anchal of the G.E.L.Church received reports from 1ts
officers on the present situations and developments in the Church
and records its deep regret and dissapointment on the fact that the
the other Anchalg ( South East Anchal,(?) Orissa Anchal,(?) Assam
Anchal and (4) Madhva Anchela) in the intimated absence oI the
North West Anchal," which is an inseparable component part of the
¢G.E.L.Church " have attempted to elect Pramukh Adhyaksh, " who has
_ to be a visible svmbol of unity of the Gossner Church " and ToO
form the K.S.S., " in and through which they express the unity of
. the Church Imsitevsnx inspite of its diversity " on 13=1=1977
disregarding the fact that this Anchal Sabha has already recorded and =
and sent its nesative corroborative vote on its last session dated
15th-16th . March 1976, on the formation of K.S.5. and election of
Pramulkkh Adhvaksh hefore anv viable solution to the present crisis
wag found out;

Now, therefore, this Anchal Sabha in exercise of its right
as ziven to an Anchal and contained in Article Tour -Part-11-
~(63—(i)~(i) and (ii) and Article - 1%-(4)-(t) of the 1960 Cons-
titution, resolves:-

(15 That this Anchal Sabha records its negative corrobora-
tive vote on the attempt by the other Anchals in the formation of

are/lieSeSe and election of Pramukh Adhvaksh as these /matters affecting
the general sbtatus of the Church and of its warkers and declares
that such persons,as are elected officers on 1%-1-1977, and there-
after, and constitute K.S.3. and Boards by these Anchals can not
constitute and represent the whole Gossner Church, and can not act
. in the name of whole Church, and be not effective and binding on
~ the Church;

(2) That the officers and Boards created by the other Anchals
shall have no jurisdiction and control vhatsoever on the Torth V/est
Anchal and Ranchi Hd.Ors.Congregation area, and these shall not be
effected bv the decission and ects of these officers and Boards;

(3) This Anchal Sabha records with regret that as all the

. proposals of this Anchal have not been considered by the Acting
Pramukh Adh-raksh and other Anchels, and the other Anchals on 15th
of Jenuarv 1977 have unilaterallv proceeded deliberately to attempt
the formation of X.S8.S. " in and through which is expressed the
unitvy of the Church inspite of its diversity, and election of
Pramukh Adhveksh, a visible svmbol of unity of the Gossner Church
in the notified absence bv negative corroborative vote of the NNorth
West Anchal, in utter VIOLATION of the BASIC TPRINCIPLESof the
Church and failed to organkse its units under the constitution so
that the different individuals and groups can live together 1in
love and mutual respect for the God given freedom of each 1ndivi-
dual and group, and thereby made the office of Pramukh Adhyaksh
CEASE to be a visible svmbol of unity of the Gossner Church;

And whereas bv their unilateral action, the other Anchals
FATLED in the DUTIES AND OBJECTS of the Church to express out-
wardly the unity of the Church and a1l its organisational units,
and to develop a living fellowship in the whole Church in faith
and froedom, by all methods snd to establish unity;

| This Anchal Ssbha is convinced that the unity of the Cilhrch
has been BROK™N and DESTROYED and the Church is now DIVIDED by the .
actions of other Anchals and therefore this Anchal Sabha resolves
not to join the K«3.S. and other Boards formed by other Anchals,
ag it has now become not necessary.

B. Future nganisatinn of Anchal:-

i i T — R — — .—————-_-——————-#_“—"

Whereas the Gossner Evangellcal
Iutheran Church failed to carry on the administration and solve
the problems of the Church under the 1060 Constitution to fulfil
the aims and objects of the Church, the officers of the Church
: ¢ resigned their posts end the e S.8.dissolved itself on 34-ﬂ0-19?5
flé;,;tﬂ pave way for a regeneration of the Church under a new Consti-




1T,
Constitution ‘as suited to the present recuirement of the Church:.

+ And whereas the Ney Constitution was drafted and unanimously
adopted by the K.S.S. on 11=7=1975 to be made effective from st
of November 1975, and all the K.S.S. members were to meet on
50=-10-1975 to take steps to implement the New Constitution, to
which all the South East Anchal members along with some likeminded
members from other Anchals boycotted enblock and backed out from
unanimous decision of the K.S.S. for defeating the implementation
of the New Constitution in the Church, and thereby created an
unbridgeable gap between the Anchals resulting in total loss of
confidence and trust amongst Anchals and destroyed co-ordination,
of Anchals, an essential ingredient of the existing constitution;

And whereas the other Anchals have onlv desired and longed

for the formation of the KeB4Ss and election of Pramukh Adhvaksh

. this Anchal proposed an alternative of two Svnods of the Church,
1t/abundantly and repeatedlw making /clear that the formation of KzS.8

and election of Pramukh Adhvsksh were necessarvy only after a viabl
solution to the causes of the problems were arrived at;

And whereas in utter disregard and violation of the basic

principles of the Church, the Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh and the

four/ other/Anchals have deliberately attempted to form the K.S.S. and
elect a Pramukh Adhvaksh on 1%th of January 1977 and thereafter,
and failed to organise the units of the Church under the Consti- .
tution so that the different individuals and groups c¢an live
together in love and mutual respect for the God given freedom of
each individual end group: '

: And whereas the Duties and Objects of the Church to express
outwardly the unity of the Church and all its organisational units
and to develop a living fellowship in the whole Church in faith

been/ and freedom, by ‘all methods and to establish unity has/destroyed
disobeyed and bvpassed, by the unilateral action of the other
Anchals, with the result that the office of the Pramukh Adhyeksh
1s now no longer a visible symbol of unity of the Gossner Church,
the unicue and symbolic features for keeping Ranchi as HG .Ors.Cong
gatlion completelvy destroved and the existing problems and crisis
of the Church stand aggravated, differences of approach and out-
look widenedand the gap made unbridgeable:

Now, therefore, the North West Anchal Sabha of “1gt Feb.1977
being fully convinced that bhwv Gtheir unilateral action on “3th Jan,
1977, the other inchsals have divided the one indivisible Gossner .
Church by not considering the proposals of one lnseparable com-
ponent part of the Gossner Church, and bv their unilateral action
now forced the Anchal Sabha to resolve to continue in all humility
its autonomous existence with 1ts ovn outlook and vision of a true
Evangelical Tutheran Church and to 2ssert and form itself into a
macleus of an independent Church.

= R Y e o Vo Yo Y W o W Yt oo W om
Resolution adopted bv the Executive Committee,N.W.A.,
teFEeL.Church on 15th March 1977, : -

———————————————————————————————— 'or immediate
further sction as decided hH~ Anchal Samiti on 12-3-1977 to impl e-
ment the resolutions of the Anchal Sabha of 18t T'eb.1977, it wss
unanimously resolved that since the adoption of the resolutions
for the North West Anchel to continue in all humility its autoro-
mous existence with its own outlook and vision of a true Evange-
lical Lutheran Church and to asserpt and form itself into a mse-
nucl -8 of an independent Church was adopted by the Anchal Sabha
OR. st -Feb 1977, initiative for negotiations were taken up for a
peaceful settlement with the other four Anchals, viz. South E&-
lbast, Orissa, Assam and ladhya Anchals by the WNorth West Anchal .

And whereas all these attempts for peaceful and am@c@b}e
settlement proved to be futile , and the unbriedgeable_d1v131ﬂg
j($ 0f G.E.L.Church into TWO0 DIVISIONS got firmly established which




111

which became abundently clear bv the actions of the other four
Anchals as mentioned above, on 12th March AT

This North West Anchal of the G.,E.L.Church forming & part
and a division of the GsEeL«.Church, resolves to give effect to the
Resolutions adopted by the N.WesAnchal Sabha on st February 1977 end
from “4th day of March 1977 herebv declares itself as an Independent
Church, provisionally known as " NORTH WEST GeBelCHURCH,BRANCHT
wlith powers and functions as alreadv rssolved by the Anchal Semiti
meeting dated 2nd Feb,1977 — Item No. 5-(3) which reads:-

" Until new Constitution for an independent Church is adop~-
vted , the Anchal Samiti shall function ard exercise all the powers
Oof Kendriya Salahkari Sabha as glven in the present 1960 Constitu-
tion. The Anchal Samiti shall have an Lxecutive Committee to imple-
ment, organise, and to draft a constitution of following members.
This Committee is also authorised to talk , negotiate, and finalise
the mutual matters with other Anchals in achieving a peaceful settle-
ment, and is empowered to de everything 1in the interests of all
'GDHGETﬂEd----i---tioatuianipaiii s

And the Adhwaksh, Up~Adhvaksh, Secretary and sk the
Treasurer of the North VWest Anchal shall act os the Pramukh
Adhvaksh, Up-Pramukh Adhvaksh, Secretarv and the Treasurer of Lhe
North West G.E.L.Church,Roanchi respectivelv,

-

Extract from the - Constitution of the GeBaLeChurch - (1960)
Article Four - Part - II - Organisation -

6. (a) The Pracharskpans, Pedripans, Ilakas,Synods,
Anchals 2nd Central organisational units, all
working together constitute the One Goszsner
Church.

(d) The administrative authority of the Gossner
Church is vested in the Kendrive Sal ahkari
Sabha.The moveable and immovesble property
of the Gogsner Church shall be vested for the
time being in the Kendrive Salshkari Sabha.
The Administrative authority of the Kendrive
salahkari Sabths is however limited in the
following wars:-

(1) The Kendrive Salahkari
Sabha c2nnot interfere in the internal admi-
nistration of the Anchals.

(i1) A1l decisions affecting the Constitution
of the Church and its Bye-laws, the doctrine,
and the worship of the Church, the general
STATUS OF THE CHURCH and of ITS WORKERS, need
" independent corroborabtive decision of the
Anchels or the Ministerium of the Gossner
Church as the case may be IN ORDER TO BECOME
EFFECTIVE.

Article Thirteen: 4. Funection of the Anchal Sabha:-

(t) T8 v ~-ticipate in all the decisions of the
Kendr.ve Salshkari:Sabha by a corrobomsatiiwes
decisgion.
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM

(Reigd, under Sucietles Registration Act XX1 of 1860)

HEAD (QFFICE
Pramukh Adhyaks) Up, Pramukhk Adhyaksh Seeretary Treasurer G. Bi L. Church, Ranchi

Rev, P..D. Soreng Rev. Dr. M. Bage Mr. A. Lakra Mr. P. Tapno Eihn:.l'lndh Phone 23358

. S/ TO/ES8=0A8 . 28 Lot 1979

Ref « No Da

deve J¢ Fe Heudorffer

Secretary for Southern Asla da
lntheran Cmrches in America ! T S
NEW YORK H-I-lODlﬁ, UeSelle ' g

Pear Dr. Neodorifer,

1l was indeed aappy to meet you on 27,979, ¥We had nice and

cpen talk, 1 had thought that you would do samething for the unity of

the Gossner (hurch, But I m sorry to let you know that Indian Governe
ment 1s having frequent inquiries regarding the purpose of Rev., Lauperis'
stay at Ranchi, S0 called HWGLLC can no longer hide the purpose beaind

ils stay. I am unable to help him from my end, because his stay here is
against the spirit and unity of the church,.

Yon were open Lo me in our $alk as regards monetary help to

NWGELC, But 1 know that LCA is funding them through relisble sources.

& Your fund to NWGELC edther in worl or deed is dividing tae church, Reve
Lomperis witdle visiting the congregation is gaying "I have cone to serve
the new church, 1 willl nske provision for landed property for those who
have no land and money will come for bullding up hospitals, sschools and
chureh bullding in area of the newly born HWGELC, ALl the pastors will
be provided with motor cycles. " You can understand that the atmosphere
of the chuprch 1s getiing nolsoneds

Dear brotiaer, let us be faithful to vhat we talked and
decided at Magnila Conferences |

Wlth greetings,

A | i Yours sincerely,

b T ~copaew’le President LCA 2 Secretary U y

= ”3. Gossner MHission 4, Presidents of all (Rav, “F.D. soﬁ&)
" B r =3 a nle 1Al

1 I‘I'. | |"'_ ! - h
. e Tl LENC™ )
B {\/LISSTC ) -




To

Rev. P.D. Soreng

G.E.L.Church Compound

Ranchi, Bihar

India 19.12.1978

Dear Brokher,

This is to inform you that Rev. Peters and 1 have returned to Germany
save and sound. Once more we want to thank you and all other friends
very, very much for all you have done for us during our visit to India.
We shall never forget that experience, and we do hope that there will
be many more opportunities for fellowship.

Thank you also for the letters 483/485/4B7/78/KSS-78, whieh arrived here
today. |

We have noted your recommendation for exchange programme and hereby
invite Rev. Martin Tete to Cermany during the months of May and June
1979. The exact dates will follow on due course, also the necessary
dacuments.

Concerning membership in our Kuratorium I like to remind you of our
Gossner Mission Constitution. Aecording to that constitution it is not
possible for GELC to nominate a Kuratorium member.

Aceording to the constitution our Kuratorium has elected Rev. Dieter
Hecker from Karlsruhe, whom all of you know very well, to be the
viee=Kurator for Rev. Dr. Singh. The term of office for both of them
will expire at the end of 1979.

At the end of 1978 the Kuratorium will have to elect a new member

onto the place of Dr. Singh in the Kuratorium. Re-election is constitu-
tionally possible. However, There are considerations to elect Dr. Bage
this time, since he is also German speaking and he is at present Up
Pramukh and will be the next Pramukh. His vice-Kurator should again

be a German, ing order to secure his presence at all meetings when tpe
Indian Kurator can not be present. It is therefore likely that Rev.
Hecker will be re-elected to be the Vice-Kurator for the Indian Kurator.

ki Nevertheless, I shall put your request re. nomination of a Kurator
by GELC to the next Kuratorium meeting at the end of January and let
you know the reaction of the Kurataium immediately after that date.

May God bless you and His whole church during the new year of 1979.
Greetings to all friends,
yours,

o

Siegwart Kriebel




Kuraterium, 17.1.1979 Anlage zu TOP 2

GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM

{Regd, under Societles Reglatration Act XX of 1860)

5 e B w AT 1\1 HEAD  OFFICE
i ‘ﬂ“‘ . 1 e ]
Pravukh Adhyaksh Up. Pramukh Adhyaksh Secretary "’: 1? Vi lriggsurem * A b G. E L. Church, Ranchi
—
Rev. P. D. Soreng Rev. Dr. M. Bage Mr. A. Lakra Mr. P. T-::n]1~11|::\‘:'2 !Ihnr,flndil Fhone 23358
L in -‘"
r‘] n .1 [
L b
Ref « No. L8 1/78 /KS5=78 H,HMZE

Extract from the KSS Samitli mee g dated 24-25 Nov 78

Extract - Item No. & - Letber from Diplom R,J, Lakra

Letter addressed to the Pramukh Adhyaksh by Diplem ReJe
Lakra was placed on the tTable for informatien and consideratlan.
Letter speaks the following points :=

. a) Visit of Rev, S, Kriebel, Director G and Pastor Peters,
Vice Chairman of the Burateorium though is formal one ceollecting more
informationsy, is no deubt of immense importance as their observations,
findings and reports will play A vital role in Gossner Mission. Hence

they must be explained of real situations and needs of the church for
better understanding and co-operatlon,

b) Impact of the modern sophisticated Industrial develop=-
ments which is bound te influence rural Agricultural Econony tremen-
doudly be properly explained to fhe visiting guestse

¢) Parmership with churches in Uermany is very essential
witlch is also to be understoed properly and possibilities of such
partnerships be explored and established as early as possible.

d) As Rev. Borutta has resigned froam his post as represent-
ative of the Gossner Churchin the Kuratorium eof the Gessner Missiaen,
one representative may be named to fill up the post.

3 He further requested that i1f the KS5SS5 agrees, name of
Dipleame R.J. Lakra may be proposed for this place.

After prolonged discussion over the issue, following
actions were taken :-

Hesolved that =

5,01 The KS3S exgressas its desire that the GEL church
representative be selected by the KSS, instead of nemination by the
Gossner Missione

: 5,02 The Gossner Migsion be informed of this decisien

f and request be made to the Gossner Mission to allow the Gossner chupch
l to send its own representative. -

The Director,
Gogsner Missien,
Berlin

(PeD. SORENG)
Pramukh Adhyaksh/President

=3
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CFFICE OF "HE SECRETANY,KSS, G¢E.L*C“U”CH IN CHOTANAGPUR

% ASSAM.
Merio N L}-G}!?.,Bﬁ??:??. 4 Dated .24+h.Noy,78.
\ : o
TN, 3 =
The Secrafary,UhLCI, gﬂﬁxq{;;;,.
Madpas, ¥
Dear 31nr,

I am plegsed to infyrm you that Rev. P.D.S2reng has taken
er the office >f the Pramukh Adhyaksh (President) of the G.E.L.
Church with effect from 2nd November 1978,

He shall represent the G.E.L,.Church as its President
(Pramukh Adhyaksh) whereverp neeessary,

I hope and pray for your kind co-operatisn to hin.

. * Yours sincerely,

E:QHC;E.Fth

(Mr. A.Lakra) ¢/,
Secretary,
cci~- l. The Secretary,NCC KSSyGeE.L.ChurchyRanchle.
g The.Secretary,BCC |
3¢ Mrs.Julle Lipp Nathaniel,
Dlrector,CNI-CCC
4, H+.Rev.Arch Bishop of Ranchi
O« RT.Rev.Blshop of Chjfandgpur
6es ALL Presidents o»f Lutheran Churctes in India

Te V%hﬂﬁ MQLEﬁi
Be rectoryL]
9 Director,LWF

10« Director,Gossner Mission
ll- PI‘t&Siﬁ&nf,“fCC.







