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1.

- 2e

3.

Rev.Niren jan Ekka

&s Adhyaksha of Nerth Western amchal,

Of GeEeL.Church, GeEe Lo Church mm /
Ranchi. y/.ﬁnv?*a.ﬁh_ };i LA )(i"n} F LU — A,

Rev.8ilss Kujur as up &d!vaksha of NeWsinchal
G.,«E.h.cw:ch and Member from Ranchi Ilaka
réesident of Kanke P.S,Kanke, District Ranchi

A

.Rev, Patras Bage as member of NeW.Anchal

and Chaimman of Lohardaga J_;laka of the Ge.E.L.
Church resident of GekeLeChurch Compound,

+ lohardaga, District Ranchi .

4o

Gabriel Tirkey as Member of N.We.

~ hnchsl from Renchi Ilaka of the

e

Gokie L Church resident of Hethakota .
PeSeRstu, District Ranchi

* Vijay Toppo as member of N.W.Anchal
from Head quarter Congregation .0f GeE.L.Church at

Ranchi resident of G.EeL.Church Compound Ranchi,
P.&.,!-ower Bazar, D:Lstr:l.ct nmm

- Nirmal Chwdl'mry as Member of N.w.mtnl from
lituribagh Ilaka 0f G.E.L.Church resident of Bokaro

(Thermal) P.S,Bokaro, District

Hzaribagh/Giridin gyt |

goo,--ovoocooo%ifgo
-Wrsus"

Rev. Samuel Barla n-mkh lealuha 2 2 C

KeSeSe of 4 Anchals of the G.E,L.Church

residing at Ge.E, L.Church Compound, Ranchi

PyS.lower Bagar,District Ranchi,

=cont d=2



2. D

3.

4o
 KeS.S5. Of 4 Anchals ‘of GeEeleChurch

S

A\ ?rabhudayal Soreng as Up Pramukh Adhysksha
KeSeSe of 4 Anchals of GeBelies Church residing
at Kmuti Toli, Simdega, P.S.9imdega, District
Memahle - -\

Rev.N.Bhuinya as the '!rlamrer of the
KeSeSe0f 4 Mnchals of thﬂ G.E«.L.Ctuneh
residing at Kadma Pe@e & PJO.Khunti,
District namht AT

Sri &bm: ‘Lakra u t-.he &eemm of the

midmg at Khuti '3’01.1.. P.s. & P.@.Shdaga.

wtr:l.et Ranchi

Ge

Reve Ce n.ma as member of the x.s.s.,
GeEe Le Church _w_.sgs-_mnalwmwag
at Fudi P.0.Rudi, P.SeKhunti, District

PR T Ll

‘Ranchi

Sri sugar Bage as wewber of KeSeSey Of the
GuBoLeChurch from S.E.Bnchal, residing at

. Bano, PsSeBeno, District Ranchi

sri John Suleman Toppno as member Of KeSeSe

A G.n.l..cmrch from S.E.Anchal residing at

narcha. P.o.narchm P.s.'rorpa, Dd.strh:e
Ranchi

' Reve.Junas Kulu as member Of KeSe.Sey GeEele

Church from Madhya Anchal, residing at
Simdega, PeSeSimdega, District Ranchi

=contd=
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Aksea)D S m Madhya Anchal residing nt- A
= - .:“azj-#

. PeOsBiiu, P.S.SimBega; DisteRanchi
/'~ 10+ ReveJonathan lugun as member Of KeSeSes
G.EsLeChurch from Assam Anchal residing at
v  GeEoLsChurch Tejpur, P.s.?ejmn District
Derang (Assam)

11, Bevedunul TOpno as member KeSieSe, GeoBo beChurch
from Assam Anchal residing at GeE.L.Church Tejpur,
| PeSoTepur, ‘Dis trict hrruga (b ssam)

12. &r:l Wmn firii H' mb&r. “Srﬂcf GeBols

-------------------

Tejpurs P.SeTehpur, E?ist;‘lct Darrang (Assam)
as member of KeSys8es %k.&hmh !ro- AS sam
4 Anchal. resid:lng at MCMTWV pe %‘{"/
M+ Revelathaniel Kullu as member Of KiSeS.,
GeBe s Church from Orissa Anchal residing at

-

c_i.n.'-i;.'cmféh R jgangpurs PeO. & PeSoR2 jgangpur,
District M:ﬂarh- (orissa)

15. ReveSaltiel Burh as member Of KiSeSe,

| GeEsleChurch/as mmbar from Orissa Anchal
residing at Jharsugda P.0, & P.'S-.Mqada
‘Pistrict sambalpur (Orissa)

i.ﬁ, 3;.-1 John 'Dhan as member Of KeSeSep ‘G.B.-xucm:ch
from Orissa Anchal employed in Orissa Cement

!bcto!Yo Ra jgangpur res:l.d:l.nq at hjgmgpug,p,p/%m

pistrict Semdergarh (Orissa)

~conta~
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" 17. sri Nuas Ekka as member of Ki.S.S5., GeEeLeChurch
. from Orissa Anchal, residing atGEs Climik

e /A A ate [:iL -

.18, Rev.Dr.C.K.Faul 3ingh as coopted member of

- &he KeSeSes Gelsle,Chireh residing at GeEol.
Church Compound, Ranchi, PeSelower Bazar,
pistrict Rsmchi

.19+ G.EsLsChurch registered Society under the
societies Registration Act through the Pramukh
Adhyaksha of the KeS.S.s of 4 Anchals residing at
Goile Lo GMrch mpwndo Wh& F-sso mar Bazar,
‘ nistrict aanchi... T L LT v esesoDefendants.

- The plginbi ff above named bege O

state as followss:=

-

Lo . -Phat the Gossner Evengelical Lutheran Church
in cmtmqpur aga Asgam shortly known as éha GeEe Lis

Church or the Gossner Church is @ society registered

under the Societics Registration Act 1860 (Act 21 of

 1960) in the office of the Registrer Joint Stook Compani~

es Patna on 30/7/1921 heving its Head office at Ranchi

#

' in the GeE:Ls:Church Compound.

2. That the Church is governed by its present

constitution duly passed and adopted amd in effect from
lit July 1960 and hereafter will be referred to as the
constitution.

3. That the Church has several moveabk and

}

I-coxl:d-.-
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immoveab le properties and mtieum nnqiuﬁ‘cdacab-

.tanal. etce 111 owr Ind:h.

4.  That the Church has seversl organisational units

'nami;'_m mmr& Pan () Padri Fen (3) Ilska (4)

Synod (5) Anchal and (6) The Kalisia sangh which is

the Mahasabha,

5, %rt).ai_: the ;Pra;eha:ah. !'m ds the sgﬁailes_t .unit and
the anchal is @ higher unit lower tham the Kalisia Sangh
The t\ueha_i cono_i;t.ed o.f_aa'-vera; synods and after the.

nﬂaont:lu 'yof the Synod, it qop‘a:l.s_tp of several ilakas.

-

An Anchal i1s a self contained administrative unit and

.

in all internal affairs a self Governing Organisational

- unit of the Church.,They are members of one body viz. the

eosaner Chyrch, _21__1 and through the KeSe.S.they exppess this

unity of the Church. . |

6  That the aaninistrative auzmmy of the Church

-

is wsﬁed d.n a mner amini.strative boay known &8s

" the Kendriya Salahkard Sebha ar shortly known as the K.S.Se

* but the administrative authority of the K.S.S.1s limited by

constitution.

L " That the Pramukh Adhyaksha is Chairmen of the
) Vil 970“&&( W—\if

~ KeSeSeand also the sp.i.r.‘l.tudl Head/of the Church.

| 8. That the moveable and immpveable properties of the

Church are vested in the K.S.S.for the time bei.n?.s



- sV _ 9

9.  Thet the constitution of 1960 declare that the

%

Church is one ﬁnd indivisible and had 4 Anchals namely
(1) The Assam mml (25 The _m;n-.h Western anchal, (3)
The Orissa anchal and .k‘}_rhe South Eastern Anchal.

i " That subsequently the Khuti=Toli Synod was given
the name of Mfadhya'm:hal and so at present there are
 five A:_zchala .lncluding the 'fénr all'l.raalﬁlslr. existing e;na
the Madhya Anchal. '

b o B i '.l'ﬁat au-ofgaﬁ&aaﬁieés-'ef the Church are elective
znd the coaat:itut:iﬁn provﬁeg ﬁor .t-,'l-nlir. eieetm in

s i B |

2. - That i:he North Western Anchal is an important

- Anchal of thé Church comprising 1 Lakhas of interalia

" ¢he Ranchi, Lohardaga, Gumla, Chaimpur, Kindra, Kinkel,

Wﬂ AT
‘Jatacold, Hnaa:ibaghg’\ ichakere, Q“’?"j" N’f

ad Do (008) e Brmclid oy W
%M #ﬂfﬁu congregaticn of the Church

1is a part and parcel of the Ranchi Il.aka but the
constitution of 1960 gave it a special status. The

. Pramukh Adhyaksh is the Pestor of the He Je Congregation
and Chairman of the Mandli Panch which is administra=
tive Unit of the Congregation. He (Pramukh Adhyaksh)

is authorised by the constitution to receive offerings,

;-mu: G-

Bl
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colledtions, mandli Paisa etc. hto%&&ﬂmd out ofwhich

- W

a1l workers serving under the congregation and weintaindd
and sll other @ues are paid,

i3 That each of the Anchals has am elected 'A‘d‘nyaksha

. who represents his rcspedtive Anchal in the K.S.S.The

!'iirst: Prmkh k‘fa't.ﬁ'akaha was elected. Ha holds office for
| 3 YEI-I‘."; and theoutgoing éra;lukh ﬂdlv-a&m is succeeded
h.l by .t!'.n P:ﬂllnl;h Mhyaksm -wh; 1; T.ell.ecz-i:eﬂ among the

j A&w_mm- and: the vacant post of ué Prmkh Mwahhal
:l_s' lféimé up ;y electicnwhich t-a.ké: SO R e

yearss

e % ;Ehat:.the LA eURsINEs o1 Rbess §lucvae by
t',he aneml Sabhas: Tha: Precedure fm: its elections is
‘.:"zarteach mchal ﬁahha olaeta tiree members from

mnéng the fﬁemﬁefs o; It:t;e mmlmu of which one of

the members must be a Pastor and two must be laymen.

The Pramukh Adhyakshe and the Anchal Adhyakshas

are exofficio members of the K.8,8.The KeSeS.can also
coopt two ueﬁbers_ if any community or eny special
interests are m réploré‘saln-teh-

Bfesides the Pramukh Adhyaskshe & Up Pramukh

Adhyaksha tm other office bearers of the KeS.S8., such

contge |



as the Secretary and the Treasurer are chosen by the

o
‘ 2

KeSe5, from among the other Adhyakshas o cther office

bearers of i:he Anchals or the lay members of the KiS.S.

In all the total strength of the KeS.S.1is 23 members

and its temm is three YEars.

s, That the procedure for election of the Pramukh

Adhyaksha is mentioned in Art 18, for Up Pramukh Adnyak-

sha in Ayt 19 and for K.S.5., ip bre 2i of the Comstitution.

o

16. Thot due to the resignation of the Pramukh

Adhyakshe Defendant no.ll, Up Pramukh Ahyaksha Dr.N.

Mdng, the Secretary Shri Christ Anand Tirkey (Both ~

NO.3 as crisis

g

gmasaciated} #d the Tressurer Eefanchm:
was caused in 1973 and due to the ap;m.tnmni: of defen-
dant_m». 18 as Acting .Pramukh &d}yaksm'mﬁ of a constitut~
ion making body, without ud.hsrnnca to. the constitution
ﬂﬂrm and due to interference wit:h tha administration

of the Church Sri Phulchand Panna and Im other members
of the Gossner Church filed T.S.N0.232/73 in the court

of the Munsif, Ranchi agaimt the Acting Pramukh Adhya=

ksha and others for a2 declaration that the defendart

- corng~
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of that sa:l.t: llaad.uo r.'lghh ta mé& 'V

Moot S Al o LA m Sk &m effect

its comstitution or ?to é-aata matr;:;y to the comstitution
md: for a dsc:té for permane nt .tnjanctim restraining the
dc fendants of timt Mt frem ;ct#q u Pramukh Waknm
or constitution maﬁng bodfor from acting in any manner
i:ohtmry bo llme'wnstitu'tiﬁ. u!;k;h pm jﬁdicially affected
tlﬁ Gosanor Church or .any of its aa:qaﬂsatim&-l units

or parts or from uteriarlgg with thnl constitution.

17. That the MGLW1£$ .knt;;'.hi pasaed an expxte
aacmea i-??-"!'c a'uowing the caid ':I:-é"na;_fs and at the
scibe ‘time directing the€ the Pramukh Adbyakiha Gho was
dcfendant mo.l in thet suit and is a;ﬁ.aaane no. 18 m.
this present suit) howgero uu main and act as a
caretaker as be fore as pst d-.t;ee-t:lma issued in that cacse
to.administer .ttia uorkué of the Shureh 4411 coustitu=
cic;lgliy' val.td efﬁchls .of the xpa;-&acmﬂ:hu to the
provisions of e eéﬁse&ution 2 o sabolks Wein

are elected mét&utionany for the vacant posts caused

- by the resignation af- the defendant noes 2, 3, 8 and 9

of this suit.

scont d=
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18. That now the defendents are declaring that they
have been elected mmkh Mlqaluhl. Up Pramukh, wmm
&d other office bearers and members of the K.S.S. in the
siaeti'm t;eld on 13.1.77 and have formed the K.S.S¢

c@s&sthg of tmnulwa. alt!pugh the N.W,aAnchals

has comuunicated its

nso;neien dated lst Feb '77.

19, That the said election 1f a fact, took place

withmthtm .participatim of the North Western Anchal

and as such it is not conigutional and v;ud.

20. That the deﬁem:an_t no. 16_ who was appointed the
care taker of the Gossner Church under the said degree

of T.S.No. 232/73 has not followed the diredtion of the

court made in the decree and the pr_cce&re of the

Constitution of the Church for the election of the defendan~
ts as Office bearers of the K.S.E.

ad - Pramukh Adhyeksha or the

21. That the so called/K.S.5., not having been elected
;e;o;rding -t:o. I:hh constitution with the partiecipation

of the NeW.Anchal,is not a visible symbol of units of the

Church or & representative body representing thé Church
‘or its propertics anil',inst.ttut:tmhncr the defendants can
exist or continue and function @s the validly and constitu~
elaannr. elected Pramukh Adhyaksha or the K.S.S., and in any
et;o the so called Pramukh Adhyakeha or the K.S.S., not

§



22« . 'That according to Art 18 of the Constitution

the First Pramukh Adhyaksha must be elected by a unanh"
ous @1;@ éf the Adhyakshas of all the Anchals who
shall mm uh;ol-mq ehqmaelveg is the person best
suited g: the poste. But -.1'5 no unanimity is reached even
- qfeer amu.nga ‘held m seperate days, they shall after
-p?arer determine the Pramukh Adhyaksha by casting the

lot. The present situation m@ned-ﬁm same procedure

- . el

to be followed as there wes no Up Pramukh Adhyakshs to
23+ . That accordisg to Art 19 the Pramukh Adhyaksha
s0-edected and the remalning-- ‘AGhyakshas shall elect the

. ﬂpfﬂrunkh‘mmm at the same meetiny from amongst

the remaining Adhyskshas. The Up Pramukh Adhyaksha shall

be elected by the Pramukh idhyakshe and the Anchal

. Adhyakshas by a unanimous vote. If unanimity is not
‘reached even afier three meetings, them the Up Premukh
'z_cmamﬁa shall be chosen from among the remaining
Adigabuias by caatsng e Maak I 1 maditied BNA

=contd=
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. eh'.jla procedure of i:he constitution was not followed in

impucned election-

24 5 ‘That _thn_‘_'xg-a.&-.- can only be elccted in the manner
- lzda m.m Art 21 a2nd referred in para 14 sbove and in
no other marher.

25. . That the aforesaid procedure for the election
of the Pr;uakh hAdhyaksha, Up Pramukh hﬂhyakaha has been
. included im -the constitution in crder to foster full and
sincere co~operation and @ sense of unity smong all the
suchals which are to work for the unity of the Church,
- which is the one of the main objects of the Church as
ewbodiea in ATt 5 of the Constitution. and ky which the
Pramukh Adhyakshs bem;s the symbol ofl unity and the
KeSeSebecanes a mmuncathg body.
26. That due to comstant conflict on ground of
racial discrimination between the Muanda race which is

in majority in the Gossner Church and the Oraon and

"-'Iol:her rices which are in minority, the constitution

°'£ the Church in 1960 provided in Art 4 aqal.llas!: diseri=-
mination by Mhring the Basic Pgl.neiplea that ‘the .
Church is bound to seek and preserve constantly the

unity of the bellevers in the faith and in witness,

~contd=-



irrespective of whatever social or récial WP@

may h-ve come from. In the seme obedience the Church

— ctpeaine Nezesdf thet witer her Ebi titutdon
: t‘w difﬁa?_eat llldi'vidu&.:h and groups can live together
1a low and_ mutual respect for the God éiwn freedom of
efcn indi_.vidual and grogp"s
z':;_ . That ;\amﬁer sa feguards were provided regarding
decision of the KeSeSsand Axt 4 of the Constitution furthes
declare on “"Organisation ‘,-m--cl;use 6(a) (1) that the
x.$q§¢mw mterﬁera .tn thé i;ni.:amg_l adainiseretm
of the 2nchals. and (41) that all dé_cisims 'afﬁeet!ng Gl
thﬁ conat:i'tu_tio:n of eﬁe Chureh apd :ti:a bye laws, th-a
doctrine and the wnl.fshlp of the Church, the gencral
statua of the Church and of its workers, need an indepe=
né_lne qofreborae:lva Idee:l.s.ton_ of the Aachals or the
_l;‘hisger;m of the Gossner church. 28 _t:hfa case ﬁay be,
in order to become effective.

The Iﬁin&lﬁerm is for: azmidgss acclesiastical
. ?rpgsle_s‘and‘ ;ts p;-ovis:lm has been made in Art 20 of the
o von vy .

=conta=
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28+ That still further safeguards for the rights

 of communitics are provided in Art 17 relasting to (1)

reservetion of seats for spccified minorities @) the
necessity for cobrcborative voie from the Anchal in

respéctn of its acceptance of any legislation proposed

by £he KeSeS.for its beiny effective (3) for comstitut-

ing atat:utar} Boards for the rights of communitics,

29, . Thst the Oraoms and other races are in minority

in the Gossner Chzrch but they are in majority im the

1

sorth Western Anéhal ohly and emféion‘ﬂue to recial

discrimination by the Munda community the North Western

Anchal has been 1951@:96 or by pesscd by the defendents

e -

who heve aﬁit:arily and unconstitutionally declared
thenssives as the KSubs
304 That though l:ha Church is bound to seek and

-

prnserw. the unity of the be lievers in faith and in

witness irrespective of social or racial groups and the

Church is to so organise herself that under her constitu=
tion the gifferent individuals and groups continue
together in lm and mutual respeet for the God given

freedom ©o%f each individual and group and for this

=contd-

-----



_purpose the stautory Boards ; f=l] e.a:ist yet theg/

N
failed to point out the . unconstimﬁonality ia’ ‘the

-
-election of the Ke.SeSsand the majority community has
made it di_ificnlﬁ for the North western Anchal to survi-
ve 'xxn_a\.'l.nljr due to their disregard and refussl to give
the minoritles their legitimate and constitutional

‘rights which is their lawfulright guaranteed to them

BRE LR as members of the Gossner Churchy by the constitution.

3.  That the defendants under colour of the KuSeSe
are interfering in the internal administration of North
Western Anchal and with the comstitution by declaring

th_rﬂi{ﬁ!- thedr: agents and supporters by distributing pam~

¢ U Y-phlets that the -North Western Anchal does not exist and

-

they are trying to create a false Nerth Western Anchal

%

and cause a sham a.‘leci:im therein to represent falsely

o . » that the NeWeAnchal also supports the K.Se.Se.vwhich is a

-+ . representative body of all tlelnchals and with that purpose
2 OF gl_l;_aéyin.g-‘._;t__as,. representative body, they have given out
that they are going to hpld meeting frem 27th to 29th
n sgpitembg;,_'_f .19 77) S0, that, the realang constituticnal North

Western Anchal representing, the. plja;l,ptiffsé and other

=cont d=-
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32 - That such an act is highly unconstituticnal and
cannot effect the status of the North Western Anchal
_of which the plaintiff no.l is the present Adhyaksha,
and which is a legal apd inseparasihk component part of
the Church as declared and recognised by the constituti-
qﬁ-under Art 4 clause (@) of Sub=Art 5.
33. : -Thét the defan-daﬁt:* under colour of the K.SeSsare
further interfering with.the administraticn of the Church
20 by 1R K ot prooe
and its statusiby trying to oust the Nerth Western Anchal
and its workers by arbitrarily dismissing and appeointing
new persons in places of the ©ld and faithful, workers
and’ by holding out a new eiéctims to constitute a new NeWe|
Anchal :I.n pursuance of their policy of diacrim:lnatim.;‘
34, That the K.S.S.has been enjoined by the consti-
‘tution to perform function mentioned in Art 21 in accordancy
with aArt 4 Sub-art 4, -aa authorities of the ChurcheThey
are to be adininistereé by all constituent parts of the
Church.But Gke defendants under dolbj:rf of KeSeSeare doing

such acts. and deeds which are prejmdicialiy affecting the
Church and its properties and institution and its organisa-
tienal unitse

35+ - ‘That m&tter.s of common concernand interest of

the Church have been up placed by Art 22 of the Constitu=

tion under the care of four central Bos rds, namely

=contd-
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‘Board of'Théblog'ical Education. These Bosrds have been

éha‘ﬂig’e‘d‘ by the 'aé'fenaﬁnt:'s' under Colourof K.S.S.to suit

" thbir purpose and design against theé provisions of the

.cdns!:it‘.uﬁion.'j" Gl Liss A

36, ' Thit ‘all ¢hanges, appointments and other inter—

ference are being sffected by the defendants in the

' colour of KeS.S.vwhich even to ‘their knowledge is not

a representative and constituticnally validly elected

body and in the absence of positive cordborative vote

“of allt:ha Emchéls.-' are tryin.g"to make their decisicn

-

efﬁectivé wﬁicﬁ cannot be given effect to min any anchal

witﬁqut corroborative vote of each of the ahchalse

-37._;-'  That the Pramukh adhyaksha not having been

elected by the 2dhyakshas of all the Anchals by un=

" =

 animous decision or by casting the lot according to

the constitution and in ay case having not been elect-

ed by the NeW.Anchal is not entitled to remain as the

" Pramukh Adhyaksha of'the GoOssner Church and the K.S.S,

ha¥ing not been validly and constitutionally eledted by
. .' 3 o | i i ) | I_ : 4 J ¥ g

all the manchals or if elected without participaticn

of the N.W.Anchal is not entit e d to continue as the

-

-6cn'td-
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K.fs.;s-_:qf the Gossner 'IChurCh. _::lp_:.-.t:he properties and
iDStitubi_q;a_s of the Church in any Anchal particularly

of the North Western Anchal consisting of the ilakas

of Ranchi, Lohardaga, Gumla, Chainpur, Kemdra, Kinkel,
Jalatold,) Hazaribagh in Bihar and Ichkela, Sarhapani,
Surguja in M.P. and malz_-s 1laka in w.iB_a_ngal and Ranchi
HdeqQuarther congregation will be deemed to have vested in

the K.S.8. and consequently the Pramukh Adhyaksha or the

_ KeSeSecennot interfere with the properties and institutions

of the Church and its administration and theur conginu-

ance 1s unconstitutional and pre judicial to the Churchy

=

and the election of the Pramukh Adhyaksha, Up Pramukh

adhyaksha, other office bearer and members of the KeSeS.and

s

~is void and all their acts and deeds are void,unconstituti-

» -\

onal and of no effect,,

38, That the plaintiffs being interested as belie~

vers and members of the Church and in the properties

and institutions of the Church in generall and those

of the Nerth Western Anchal and Ranchi Eﬁ._Quatter congregat=
ion in particular are entitled to ag_@k prctection of the

Churchy: its institution a_nd properties the constitution

and to inforce their constitutional and civil right and

»

hence the suite
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39. . That the cause of action for the suit arose on

13+ 1s77 when the so called K.S.S.was unconstitutionally

and invalidly formed and on subsequent dates when all
talks of rectification failed and on 15,777 when the

de fendant no.l had decided to hold elections for a new
N.WeAnchal, contrary to the constitutiom. with motive to

effect altogether the constitutucnally valid North Western

anchal fixing 27th to 29th September, 1977 for the electioms

within the jurisdiction of this court., g AL *
40, That the suit is valued at ks 100/~ for the purposs
of jurisdiction and court fee and the plaintiffs pay ad -

volorem court fee thereon.

41. That the plaintiff claims for the following

ré liefss:~

. ) S That it be declared that the election of the

Pramukh, Adhyaksha, Up Pramukh Adhyaksha, other office

bearers ‘and members of the K.S.S. (kendriya Salahakari Sabha)

of the Gossner Church hold on 13.1.77 is unconstitutional

A

invalid and of no effect, an‘d the de fendants have no right
to represent the éassner Church as such Office b.e;alrers and
members of the impunged K.Se+S.and all their .actsq IarJ;nd

deeds under colour of the so called KeSe¢Ssare void and

of no effect.

=contd-
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44) . . That by a decree -of pe rmanent. dnjunctiocn the
de feridants. be restrained from acting \as Pramukh Adhyaksha

- or as the K.S.S5.0f the Gossner Church,’

Vi34 That the defendants do p2y costs of the suit.

i%d) That' such ‘other or ‘further rele £ or relicfs to

‘be granted as’‘the court thinks fite = . ..

&ddress of thé

Pla intiff:-

%owd P H33C St S O 5 T

G.E.L.Church c:ampound.
Ranchi, PeS.lower Bazap,

Dist.Ranchi Munsafi Ranchi ¥ BaL3sibelg
; Affidavit. 1
yakes 99 F5:l3 L2688 ud. 31088 of the pla:t.ntiff abovenamed

= do hereby aolemnly aff:lrm and declare t.hat ‘the statements

. Typed by_

L ¥t 1 e K

made :I.g the plaint are true t:o my knoiledge.

-, ¢ * * * 4 L- ‘

. Signed and swom th:i.s the ~ day qf Seppember,

19?7 at Ranchi.

e . - \ R

{ He Lall) _
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In the court of the Munsiff,
Ranchi

T.SN0. [0/ oF 77

\

Rev. iiiranjen ikka & AN Bsiae kasseive s sonsns s PRlERE Sls
i iy
ReveSamuel Barla & othersScsesscocveccscessssosDefendants.
The humble petition on behslf
of the phiuhuﬁ abovenamed

A ' That the plaintiffs have £iled the above suit

-

for declarstion thet the elections of the Pramukh Adhye=
ksh, Up=Premukh Adhyaksha other Office bearers and
menbers of the KeS.S. (Ksndriys Salahkari Sabha) of the
, adsl on 13-1-77

cossner muéu!"u unconstitutional and invalié snd of
no effect and the defendants have no right te represent
the Gossner Church as such office bearers and members
of the KeSeS.2nd all their acts and deeds under colour
of the 80 called KeSeS.are void and of mo ¢ffects and
have also prayed for permanent injunction.

2+ That the election of the 80 called KeS.S.was

‘mot held in accordance with the decree in T.5.232/73

of the court of Addl.Munsiff, Ranchi passed on 7.7.76

3G
-cont d- '

AT
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‘and 1s also contrery to the comstitution of the
o < msu provision of Art 18, 19 and 21 of the
.constitution of the Gossner Church were not followed in
" molding thé election of the Fremukh Adhyaksha, Up-Pramukh
i @t!qm other dm-mum and members of the KeSsSe
- -rh.; the px:amafa had communicated their
155 bede By
- resolutica dated 15/16-3-77 giving megative correborative
vote to the' :aid election and consequently without the
positive comuw m'.'o:t_ all the Anchals, the
KeSe$scannot be formed constitutionally end velialy.
Se That t.he”dtﬁnﬂma. e m;ntarfarmg
with ‘t‘&n’ constitution, by trying to oust and .u;imm
the North Western -I!mchll by unconstituticnal acts and
deeds and haw_@hua- that they are going to hold
: exaetu_a_ for mmehg a new lorth Westernm Anchal
and have fixed 27th. to 29th. of September, 1977
M.the mg i |
e sy rm_tﬁ North Western Anchel has been recogni
sed by the mumm of nw"mu inforce at
present in tﬁs ﬂm Charch us 80 the Nerth Vestern

=gontdé~



_ cannot h #et up by the umna arbitrarily.iny
act of the defendants to substitute amotncr North West
Anchal 1s unconstitutional cna & threat to the North
_ﬁest'-._sa__g-n Anchal to c__me_aa;m iajury to it which will
1.\-- it ‘That ‘the plhmu-b are mn of the Gossner
mreh as members of the Nerth Westerm Anchel of which
_khe plaintlft ne.:l is the adl'q’lluhl .0f the Gossner-Church
8, That the u.g.mm is an in separsble part
7 U Grasanaw AL
oy Mr tmmumm and al.l_ suthority and tasks
are to be a_m_yamﬁ by all the constituent psrts of
e onren. .
9 m-t them are 5 Amhah in the CGossner Church
uhteh are ammauw m- of tho Church but the
Mdo mey wMeh is in njﬂr.tt:y in 4 snchals are
W‘ﬂﬂ to aist the North Western Anchal im which the
oraon and some other m.tty. are in mejority, but are
Awan over all minority in the 5 Anchals takesn togethecr.
10, That accoraing ta t'lw; constitution safeguards

P I e | : :
have been provided and therefore corrcborative vote of
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_ﬂiuﬁch anchal is required for eny decision of the KeleS.

1
1

bﬁt no mum Can ba taken to Mmu any unit.

My “'mt the i..m.u formed by the 5 Anchals e
acting together.The K.S.Seformed the i.’mmu only
without the participation R sssreharstive vebe oF the
&--wm&i is not a .ﬁmtm of the Gossner
Chureh, and it cenmot force its il 0 e
or on the HOrth Western Anchals .

12, . Thak ssch Anshels :;.a an subaRGS ond self

saninistering unit and no esciabon G5k 5o GENssstve
u&thﬁlt thmrr&n:ptiwwu o:l! each h;chal.
13. 'rl;at f.m; mstitutimul acts threatened by thl
hﬁu&ama name 1y tt constitute 2 new N.Ye.Ancchal cannot
| 3 U Govanes Shanat,
be dome without injures to the constitutiam and as such
3% So nepessaty v the sads of Jestice 9 prevest the
h‘nﬂaﬂ:l from mum election to elect a new NeWe
sl o S Suing iy Saentiouaisil ety

. That the plélnelfﬁ have a prima facie case.

15. That the balance of convenience is in favour of
the plaintdiff,
16. That the injury to be ceused to the plaintiffs

and the North Western Anchel will be irrepersbl of
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Anchal and go o dodng scts and deeds which are prejudics

8l to the unity | of the Church gnd its componert perts or

opharn o e o B
7.  That the status quo should be saintedned

without injury to the cqmtmu-

It 18 therefore, prayed thet the defendants
be n-n-.sua from holéing clection em 27¢h
t0 29th September 77 or any _ﬁem-_: date for
: llﬁetlmglmhui Western Anchal and ;-
_doing any unconstitutional scts interfering
with the Unity or the Church and with the

component Ports of the Church, or from intep=

fering with the constitutiom.
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~ 1977 at Raachis

EeRhur Nivewgoue \5KKA ong of the pladntiffs in the

above case, 4o hereby solemnly affirm snd sey ss followss

1.  Thet 1 am the phl.nttfi‘in. in the case and

.as such am comverssnt with the facts of the case.

2¢ © Phat the Stutmu made in paragraphs 1 to 13

‘ere true to my knowledge.
3+ " Thet ehis steteweu s msde in parsgraphs U4 to

‘17 are true to my beli f. A

A o TR
" sdgned snd swora this the (2 day Of September,

Typed by

( H.tal)
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Form of Order Sheet.

In the Court of the Munsif of Ranchi.T.S.no., 232 of 1973.
Phulchand Panna and others ...................Plaintiifa.
=Versus=
Rev.Dr.Christ Kumer Paul Singh and 6 others....Defendants.

Sl.no. and Order and signature of Note of action taken

_date of order. officer, on order.

= 2 3
2709.?5 o Order.
1, The plaintiffs filed the present petition u/o 39

Rule 1 and 2 and Seetion 151 C.P.C. praying therein for
issue of temporary injunction restraining the defendants
from interferring with the Gossner Church and its cons-
titution and from acting as Pramukh Adhayaksh or Constitu-
tion making body or doing any act pre judicial to the Chmrch
and its constitution.

2e Tﬁn plaintiffs based their allégatian on tﬁ; ground
that they filed the instant suit u/o 1 Rule 8 C.P.C. for
the reliefs that the defendants be declared %o have no

"right to interfere with the administration or control of

the Gossner Church or to affect the constitution or to do
any act contrary to the constitution of the Gossner Church
and for issue of a permanent Injunction restraining the
menam{ﬁ‘ from scting as Pramukh Adhayaksh or Constitution
Making Body or from acting contrary to the Church's
Constitution affecting the Church or any of its organisation
According to them the (Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
shortly known as Gossner Church is a registered organisation
under the Soclety Registration Act 1860 having its consti-
tution which was passed in 1960 and was regiatﬁred uﬁdsr

the sald Act. Accordingly on 2/11/72 the defendant nos. 2,3,
8 and 9 were elected Pramukh Adhayaksh and Chairman of
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the Kendriya Salahkari Sabha, up-Pramukh Adhayaksh;
Secretary and Treasudfs respectively of the Cossner Church
and othep defendants 3, & and § were members, Secretary
and Treasuers of the said Xendriya Salahkari Sabha the
KeSeSs The KeS.8. 18 the Administrative authority of the
Gossner Churech and all the properties vests in it. They fur-
ther alleged that on 31.,10,73 the aforesald defendants
issued a pamphelet which is Annexure one of the petition
declaring to have resigned from thelr post and became
fumctous officers having no power to interfere in the
affairs of Gossner Church or the K.S.S. under the said
constitution but they allegedly appointed defdt. no, 1 as
the acting Pramukh Adhayaksh who is not Adhaysksh of any of
the Anchals of the Gossner Chureh and declared ta have
dissolved the K.S8.3. and the Central §gg£;%'o£ the Gossner
Church which they could not do and appointed a Constitution
making body of defendants nos, 1 to 8, 10 to 15 appointing
defendant no., 1 as 1ts convenor having devised a new
procedure contrary to the constitution of the Gossner Church
for framing a new constitution and the date for meeting 3§L
the said constitution making body has been fixed to 20.11.73.
According to them the defendant nos. 2, 3, 8 and 9 1llegally
suspended the corroborative votes of the Anchals which is
against the provisions given under the Constitution. Further
the defendant nos, 2, 3, 8 and 9 also aprointed allegedly
the defendant no. 2 and 16 as padris and as sueh the defdts
are interferring with the constitution and affecting the
rights of the Anchals. The plaintiffs claim themselves
to be the members of the Gossner Church and alleged that
if the defendants went on doing illegal and unconstitu=
tional acts there will be injury to the Chureh and th;i
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plaintiffs and other general members of the Church will
be vitally and prejudiclally affected and the injury
will be beyond repairs, They claimed to have got a
prima-facle case and the balance of convenience lies in
their favour. As such they prayed to maintain status-que
of the Gossner Church, its inviolable character and the
sanctity of the Constitution, Mf indeterim injunction was
issued on 19.11,73 restraining the defendants from inter-
ferring with the Gossner Church and its Constitution and
from acting as Pramukh Adhayaksh or constitution making
body or doing any act prejudicial to the Church aﬁd its
Constitution, Notices were also issued to the defendants
to show cause as to why the order of ad-interim injunction
should not be made sbsolute, The defendants appeared and
filed their show cause in this case. Meanwhile on the
petition of the defendants Rev, Dr, Christ Kumar Paul

Singh the defendant no, 1 was allowed under order passed

on 2.4.74 to operate the bank accounts of Gossner Church

in the United Bank of India, Central Bank of India and
United Commercial Bank at Ranchi standing under tﬁe heads
of the G.E.L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assam, G. E. L.
Church Pension Fund, G.E.L.Church Provident Fund and G.E.L.
Chureh Funds under different accounts in the above banks
till the final decision on the injunction matter.

3. The defendant nos. 1, 3 to 12, 1l and 16 filed show
cause on 8,1.7l which was adopted by the defendant nos.

13 and 15 also, alleging therein that the plaintiff's suit
itsell 1s not maintainable and the plaintiff's suit is
impliedly barred u/s 9 of the C.P.C. and that the pltfs.
have no prima-f;cie case nor balance of convenience lias

in their favour, According to them the Gossner Chureh 1d

.~1.'
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a self-governed and autonomous organisation. Therefore no
civil suit cen lie in respect of its internal management
end affalrs as that would constitute an interference with
their religious belief, faith and practices. The defdt.
alleged that the plaintiffs raised revolt against the
Gossner Church and set up a parallel eand rival organisa-
tion namely 'Ranchi Dharam Pradesh' and ceased making
cont¥ibution to the G.Church since 26.1.70 and with an
avowed object of framing a new Constitution for the Church
and issued a declaretion for the same under pamphlet
Annexure 1 of the show cause petition under t he names of
different persons including the plaintiffs no. 1 #s Treasurer.
The plaintiffs thus expressed their want of faith in the =
existing constitution of the Church. So they are gstopped
from relying on the same for the purpose of this suit,
According to the defendant the interest of the plaintiffs
are materially different. As such they are not entitled
to institute the case u/o 1 Rule 8 C.P.C. nor they have
any locus standlt for the same nor they have obtained
leave of the Court to file the sult as such no necessary
publication or proclamation has been made in that behalf.
The defendents alleged that the constitution is not
sacrosanct and EXM. It envisages leglslative
proposals including amendments which is one of the
funections of the K.3.S8. under Article 21 item no. ii(g)
and the plaintiffs were themselves agitating for an
overhauling of the Constitution. According to the defdts.
on 1,11.72 the defendant no. 2 was elected as Pramukh
and bther defendants were elected on different dates and
the date of the resignation and the dissolution of the

KeS.5. and Central Boards and formation of conatitutio¢
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drafting body and arrangements for the interim period

was to take effect from 6th of November,1973 as is evident
from Annexure 1 to the plaintiffs petition and the defdts.

had full power to make arrangements for the interim

period and set up the constitution drafting committee

and appoint the Acting Pramukh Adhayaksh, They alleged

that it was expressed in the pamphlet filed on 6th Novem=
ber,1973 the K.S.s; would be dissolved due to resignation

of the defendants. The defendants justified that under
Article 21(J1) ¢1.(g) end (s) they have legally and

validly acted upon and took care of obtining consents and
approvals of the Anchals, According to the defdts. Sec., 12
of the Societies Reglstration Act does not apply and

there 1a.ne question of violation arises. The defdt.

alleged that the plainfiff being strangers to the Anchals
have no right to raise any objection against the decision
taken by K.S.S. Samity duly approved by K.S.S. on 27/30
October 1973 and according to the defdts. effective
provisions were being made in the new Constitution. The
corroborative votes were considered surplusage. The
defendants denied appointment of defendant nos., 2 and 16

as Padris. Rather according te them they were already
pastors of their Anchals and due to resignation of defendant
no, 2 and the reduction of establishment the defendant nos.2
and 16 were reverted to their parent Anchals and the matter
of appointment was left to the Anchals concerned as such no
¢ivil or legal right is involved in the matter and the
defendants have acted strictly in accordance with the Consti-
tution of the Church and in the interest of the Church. As

such no member is appointed therete and the plaintiffs being
i
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members of rival organisation have not been affected.
According to the defendants the decision of the K,.3,.S.
had become effective on 6,11.73 before the institution
of the sult and the statuseque on the date of the suit
was as such, The defendants alleged that the matters
raised by the plainBiffs are not justified as the K.S.S.
after amending the Constitution has constituted a Church
Court te decide all disputes relating to the interpreta=-
tion of the Constitution and disputes relating to it.
According to the defendants the plaintiffs are interested
in damaging the reputation of the Churgp for their own
selfish end and as such has avoided ad~interim order of
injunction by 1ssue of pamphlet which is Annexure II of
the show cause petition in prejudice of the darendanfs.
As such th@ defendants claim that their petition be
rejected and the rule of adintrim injunction issued in
this case be recalled.

. The plaintiff again filed a rejolnder to the above
show cause of the defendants on 8.1.74, to consider at
the time of hearing the matter, controverting and
explaining the alleg;tions of the defendants hat the suit
is not ragarding'internal managements and affairs of the
Gossner Church and as such 1s maintainable and that the
plaintiffs are the members of the G.E.L.Church and has
validly filed the sult in representation capacity. They
claim to be the members of the Church and alse members

of the Ranchi Dharam Pradesh which 1s a reformative body
within the Cossner Church and was formed with t he purpose
of mobllising public opinion against t he inactivity of
the then K.S.S. in drafting and placing the amendments

in constitution which they had under-taken to do. The
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plaintiffs alleged that none of the defendants acquired
any power by their alleged arbitrary unconstitutionel
and uneuthorised acts and as evident from amnexure 2 of
the said petition which is a letter dated 13.11.'&3 by
'thrgndant no. 1 te Reve Jo Topno the Pramukh Adhayaksh
{defendant no.2) the dsfendant no.l or other defendants
gould not assume charge. The »laintiffs denied establishe
~ment of any Court of Church, The plaintiffs denied to
hsve any selfish end to damage the reputation of the
Church and as the eirculation of the Court's order was
made so0 that the members of the Church could not be
way~laid by the defendants, .
S The question therefore arises for consideration
thet whether this is a it csse in which an ad-interinm
injunction issued on 19.11.73 and modifled under order
dated 2,474 should be made absolute.
6o It 1s admitted that the Gossner Hvangelical Lutheran
Church herein after will be referred as Church 1s en
autonomous and selfe-governed organisation duly reglstered
under the Socleties Regilstration Act and has got 1itas
constitution which provides a structure to the Chureh
and orgenise and establish the Church from lower level
to the highest level in different units atarting from
the Pracharakpan and ending with the Kendriya Salahkaeri
Sabha the K.85.3. the highest organisational body of the
church, Under the constitution five schools in different
torritories and four central boards have been constitue
ted to menage the Church, The constitution also provides
provisions for establishment end terms of the sald units
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in different levels. Admittedly the derendant no, 2, 3, 8
and 9 were constitutionally appointed Pramukh Acdhayeksh,
Up=Pramukh Adhayeksh, Secretary and Treasurers respectively
of the K.S.,5, for a term of three years but they clrcula-
ésd that they have resigned from their post appointing
defendant no. 1 as Acting Pramukh Adhayaksh and forming
a Committee for drafting a Constitution and the defendant
no. 1 being its convenor under the declsion taken on
27/30 0Oct,1973 which was to take effect from 6.11.73.
Te The plaintiffs challenged the aforesald acts
besides others in their sults and has $5ught declara=-
tion as stated above and on the basls of the same has
sought injunction as stated above.
Qe fha question thus arises out of the pleadihga and
prayer of the plaintiffs and reply glven by the defdts
that if the plaintiffs have got a prima-facle case, if
the balance of convenience lies in grenting or refusing
the injunction and if the plaintiffs shall suffer serious
loss irreparable injury in case of refusal to grant
injunction.
9. The plaintiffs filed the present suit claﬁming
themselves to be the members of the Church. The defdts.
allegadt:ﬁht they are members of the Ranchl Dharam Sabha
which is a rival orgenisation of the Church., The pltffs.
claim the sald Sabha as a reformative body of the members
of the Church. The defendants heve filed a pamphlet admitt=-
edly circulated by the plaintiffs along with thelr show
cause petition which is annexure I of the show cause
petition to show thet the plaintiffs are the members of a

rival organisation, The learned lawyer for the defendants
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pointed out that the plaintiffs claim under the pamphlet
that they have lost confidence in the K.S.S. From the |
careful perusal of the pamphlet it appears that as the
KeS.S. according to them failed to fulfil the promises
of constitution a new constitution therefore they have
formed the "Ranchi Dharam Pradesh" within the Church, I do
not find from the said pamphlet that the said Dharam
Pradesh 1s any way & rival organisation of the Church
and I donot agree with the contentlion of the learned
lawyer of the defendants. In this regard the annexure II
of the show cause petitién circulating the order of injun=-
ction to the general members has nothing’to do any
pre judice to the defendants as the said order itself 1s
a knowledge to all concerned. The learned lawyer for the
defpndant éﬁntonded that the plaintiffs are not the ﬁ;mber
of any of the Anchals as such they have ne right to
ahalloﬁge the acts of the K.S.3. ast hey are not going
to be effected atall by the decision of the K.S5.5. besides
the allegation that they are members of the rival organi-
sation, The learned lawyer for the plaintiffs contended
that the plaintiffs did not disassociate with the Church
‘noer the Church denounce the plaintiffs or disown them.
According to him the plaintiffs form a committee for
mobilising public opinion and bringing desired change
for the benefit of the congregation. He also contended
that besides office bearers of the Church every indivi-
dual member has got the right te protect the cons-
titution and the rights guaranteed under the Constitutlon.
I degree with the contention of the learned lawyer of
the plaintiffs at present that his clients as dlscussed

above being the members of the Church as provided under



3

- 10 o
article 3 of the Constitution is entitled to challenge the
validity of the act done by any member or affice bearer.
The ruling reported in 1962 All 610 on which the pltffis.

rely also supperts the aforesaid contention,

10, The learned lawyer for the defendants contended
that the plaintiffs case 1s impliedly barred under section
9 of the Cr. P.C. and the civil court has no jurisdiction.
According to him there exlsts a tribunal within the Church
to decide all disputes relating to the interpretation eof
the Constitution and matters related to it but the
directory of the year 1973 and 197l published by the Church
does not show the existence of any such court. However 1if

there be any court of the Church I donot think that the

- plaintiffs are not entitled to challenge in @ivil Court,

Further more he contended that the Church being a religilous
autonomous and self styed organisation the @ivil Court

has no jurisdiction in its internal matter. The learned
lawyer for the plaintiffs contended that the Church being
a reglstered orgenisation under t he Socletles Reglstration
Act and the Constitution was not followed-by the defdts,
the eivil court can take cognisance of the same. The con=
tention finds support fromthe ruling reported in 1962

All 610.ITho defendants learned lawyer alse contended

that the Church has not been made party to the sult as

the same is a person and is lisble to be impleaded. For the
present I think that the sult is not ilmproperly filed as
the members who would have represented the church are
party to this suit which I think, in any view of the
matter would not make the sult barred as contended by the

defendants. l
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11, The defendants learned lawyer also contended
that the suit relates to properties etec. of the Churech in
different places in different premises which is outside
the Jurisdiction of this court and as such the suit is

-not.prepar and the decision cannot be effective beyond

the local limits of this court. I think that this conten-
tion i1s not sound in view of Section 17 of the C.P.C.

which provides jrisdiction to any of the several courts

in whose jurisdiction the suit preperties lie and the
deciaion of any such court is binding on all the properties
lying in different jurisdiction of differant courts,

12, The defendants also contended that the suit have
been filed u/o 1 Rule 8 C.P.C. but leave of the court has
not been ebtainsd nor any publication of the general notice
has been made, The plaintiffs eontended that t he permission
can Be granted even upto appellate stage which finds supp=-
ort from the pulings reperted in 1959 Bom.jlj1, The defdts.,
contended the question would arise only when the leave

of the court is sought. Here the plaintiffs have still

ﬂat sought any leave as such excepting praying in the
plaint itself nor any leave is granted to them. At present
I think that the suit is not in accordance with the
provisions of the order aforesald, However it seems that
the plaintiffs as members of the Church can maintain the
present sult and at this stage I donot think the same to

be very material,
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13. According to the Artiele 18 of the Church's Consti-
tution the head of the Supreme Body, the K.3.8., the
Pramukh Adhayaksh for the first time in 1960 should have
bsen eleeted by the unanimous decision of the four
Adhayaksh of the Anchals and in case of lack of such
unanamity by casting the lot. Then the Up-Pramukh Adhayaksh
along with Secretary and Treasurer will be elected., In case
of bearing office by the Pramukh Adhayaksh the Up=Pramukh
Adhayaksh will take place of Pramukh Adhayaksh and
_ his vacaﬁcy will be filled up by another person from the
Anchals and accordingly the office of the Pramukh Adhayaksh
and Up=Pramukh Adhayaksh will be maintained for all times
to come,
1. The learned lawyer for the plaintiffs contended
that the defendant no.l was not the Up~Pramukh Adhayaksh
of the K.S.8. as such he could not have become the Pramukh
Adhayaksh or there is no provision under t he Constitution
to appoint an 'Acting Pramukh Adhayaksh'!, The fact is
that the members of the K.S.S8. in mass resigned from the
KeS+S.: including the Up-Pramukh Adhayaksh. There is no
provision in the Coenstitution of such type of situation
arises.
15. The learned lawyer for the defendants contended
that the K:S.S. i1s also the supreme orgnniaatiqnal body of
the Church and has got certain powers under the Constitut-
ution under Article 21 ;f the same, There is neo prevision
in case of leaving the K.S.8., in bleck by the members.
Therefore under clause (5) (ii) of Artiecle 21 whiech gives
the K.8.S. residuary power the members of the K.S.S. in the
instant circumstances of the situation deecided to appoint
the defendant no.l a member of the K.S.8.(as shown in thei
directory of 1973) as aﬁ"iéfing Pramukh Adhayaksh,
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The learned lawyer for the plaintirra contended on the
other hand that the post would have been filled up by the
Up~Pramukh Adhayaksh and if the post of the Up=-Pramukh
Adhayaksh was wacant the same could have been filled up
firsthfor the present on the basis of materials avallable,
I think that in the absence of any provision the defdts.
were justified in appointing temporarily one of the members
. of the K.S.5. to act as Pramukh Adhayaksh, According to the
procedure laid down in the Constitution the fulfllment of
the post may not have been done then and there or in a
short period and the organisation cannot be expected to
run without the erganisational head, It seems that the

sald clause gives residuary power for the this situation
to the K.S.5. The K.3.38., on the other hand declded

the matters when its members had not resigned and had not
ceased power,

16. The plaintiffs have filed the suit seeking relief
that the defendants be declared t o have no right to in-
terfere with the administration and control of the Church.
According to them the defendants have done a series of

acts as evident from annexure one of the injunction
petition such as dissolved the K.,S.8, and Central Boards,
dispensing‘with corroborative votes of the Anchals for
amendments of Constitution, devising new procedure for
amendment OIICOnltitution, framing new Constitution, In this
regard I think the act done by the defendant if contravenes
the Constitution of the Church will be ultravires and unconsti-
tutional and would not be effective. Moreover the procedure

of amending constitution is to be initiated and adopted by the
|
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KeS+5. and the proposed amendment would become final sub ject

to approval by the Anchals, There is ne proposed amendment of

Constitution in existence. As such I think at this stage no

question of any appearance does arise., Furthermore I think

-if the constitution is not amemded according to the provision

of the Constitution, the same will net affect the consti=-

tution at all, If the abolition of corroborative votes of the

Anchals is initiated by the K.S.S. and approved by the

required majority of the Anchals which is still in existence,

in that case theplaintiffs will have nothing to challenge
and 1f the defendants adopt procedure otherwise, I think
that there will be no amendment at all, In the circumstance
as such the suit seems to be premature on the point.

17. The learned lawyer for tﬁe defdts. contended that
granting of the prayer of injunction will emount to grante
ing the relief itself sought in the suit. He in this
continuation placed reliance on the ruling reported in
1969 BuL.J.Re 177. The plaintiffs contended that the
ruling dees not apply in this case ast he defendants are
Interfering with the constitution which can be checked

by injunction., In view of the relief claimed in this case
and prayer made in the petition of injunction the con-
tention qf the learned lawyer of the plaintiffs does not
attracts much, As discussed above at present I find

that the K.5.5. has power to lead amendment of the
Constitution and asccordingly the K. S. S. appointed a
Constitution framing body and made arrangements in this
regard which was the desire of the plaintiffs themselves.
As discussed above it seems premature to think that the

amendment of the Constitution would be uncanatitutionalﬁ
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Even 1f it is so, as discussed above, the same will be
ineffective., Therefore it seems that the plaintiffs have
got no prima=-facie case.
18, The plaintiffs have consented to allow the ddfdt.
" nosl to let the ergenisstion work under defendant no. 1l.
The plaintiffs have neither alleged that the defendants
have damaged the orgenisation or the Chureh in any way.
The defendent neo.l, as sald above, comes on 6,11.,73 and
the sult has been filed on 19.11.73. As such the status=
que on the date of sult or order the adinterim injunction
is otherwlse to the plaintiffs elaim;hThe plaintiffs
alleged that the defendant ne.l on 13,11.73 under his
letter (Annexure II of the plaintiffs rejoinder t?&tha
show cadse petition) hended over the charge from Acting
Pramukh Adhaysksh to the out-geing Pramukh Adhayaklh,
The-defendanta have filed a letter showing that on 15,11.73
he withdrew his sald letter, They also said that the Pramukh
Adhayaksh had already resigned on 6.11.73. As such he was
not empowered to recelve the resignation letter from defenda=-
nt no;l and that the lebtter was not addressed teo the proper
person. There 1is nething on the record to shew that the
resignation letter was sccepted. It appears that the defen=
dant nosl is admittedly functioning as Acting Pramukh
Adhayaksh as such I donot think thet the matter is very
much material to consider here. In the circumstances it
seems that the status=que prevailing on the date of the sult
or injunction was that the defendant no.l was an Acting
Pramukh Adhayaksh and there was a constitubtlog drafting bedy.
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19. So far the qusstion of balance Ff convenience 1is
concerned the plaintiffs contended that the constitutlon
of the Chureh is being violated and if injunction is not
granted the defendants are likely do several arbitrary

~acts concerning the properties of the Church and its

various organisation and will upset the whalé edifice

of the constitution and will introduce many changes. The
defendants on the other hand contended that the grant of
injunction will paralyse the entire administration of the
Church, it properties and affairs and a person belonging
to the Church will be put teo serious 1nconvenience.and
harm, Furthermore the very core of the spibltual autho-
rity and symbol of unity of the Churech will be disrupted
and the activity of the Church would become to a skarkad
stand still. On the other hand the plaintiffs would be
geting the relied claimed in the sult if the injunction

is allewed.

20, As discussed above there 1s no Pramukh Adhayaksh
or Up-Pramukh Adhayaksh or the K.S.S. as its members have
resigned from three posts, The defendant no.l has been
empowered to pull on the organisation. If he is alse
restrained from the working of the organlisation, the
Church would become without any organisational head.

The plaintiffs on the other hand himselves would change

in the Constitution for which a constitution making bedy
has been formed. In view of the discussion made above

and in regard to be circumstances aforesaid if the defdts.
are restrained the functions of the Church will be affected.
In the circumstances as sudhlhad the plaintiffs got a good
and prima-facie case, on this score I find that they hgve

R

got no case, . \
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21, The plaintiffs claim to be vitally interested in
the Church as its member, As such according to them they
will sustain irreparable loss and injury which cannot be
repaired., The defendants on the other hand alleged that
the plaintiffs have got no individual right. As such they
aiﬁ not gdng to sustain less or ilrreparesble injury and
alse the plaintiffs are not golng to be affected perso-
nally by the acts of the defendant no.l or the Constitu-
tion drafting body., In this regard as dlscussed above

I find that if the injunction is allowed the defendant
no.l and the Constitution Drafting Committee would be
affected and ultimately the Church will be affected and
there will be injury to it as in the sbsence of the K.S.S.
and other authorities of the K.S5.S., administration and
working of the Chureh will come to a stand still. In the
circumstances I donot find that the plaintiffs will
sustain injury than the Church. Therefore in view of

the discussion made above, the show cause flled by the
defendants is accepted and the order of injunction passed
on 19,11,73 and modified on Z.h.ig?g_}n this case 1is
vacated and the petition for injunction filed by the
pleintiffs is herewith rejected.

Writteﬁ & corrected by me 3d/-SoA.Qadr-
Sd/-SoﬁoQ&drc 2?.9.1975
279.1975
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The members of the North Western Anchal of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in

Chotanagpur and Assam,
Ranchi 6th August, 1977.

Dear brethren,

You have seen many leaflets and handbills during these days Rev. Niranjan Ekka started this
attack against the church and we are trying to defend her. We continue to remember you and we wish
you grace, peace and love from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. You may have already read
our Suchna No. 1, Suchna No. 2 and the four page printed letter addressed jointly to Rev. Niranjan Ekka,
Rev. Silas Kujur, Mr. C. A, Tirkey, Mr. Z. B, Lakra and Rev. Dr. N. Minz. We have not yet met
all the points raised by Rev. Niranjan Ekka, especially in his long leaflet printed and circulated in
Hindi dated 27/4/77 to

1. Separate Oraon Administrative Unit For The Oraons in the G. E. L. Church.

Those Oraons who seek separate administration bring allegation against the Mundas saying that
they suppress them and oppress the Oraons. They say that the Munda majority in the KSS is doing
injustice to the Oraons and they goon saying that the Mundas have been harming and injuring the
Oraons all through. We have to point out that these allegations are altogether wrong and baseless. We
may point out that there have been unhappy and unpardonable agressions of Oraon authorities against _
the Oraons themselves. This is borne out by the fact that even at present there are four sharp divisions
among the Oraons of the Gossner Church :- (1) Ranchi Dharam Pradesh Group (2) Rev. Niranjan Ekka
Group - there are many Oraons especially in his headquarters at Lohardaga who feel the pinch of his
oppression and inju'stice and for the last 13 or 14 years they have stood fast fighting against his injustice
and injurious activities, Oraons are not happy and satisfied under the Oraon authorities. Some of the
Oraons of Ranchi Dharam Pradesh did not take part in the function on the 15th July and they are still
a separate Ranchi Dharam Pradesh Group. (3) Oraons who are in the North Western Anchal and who
are not with Rev. N. Ekka nor with the Ranchi Dharam Pradesh they are with the KS88. We think
that we remain with the rest of the Church as before, - after all there are no such injustice done in
the K88 which are not happening in the administrations and managements outside our K88, There are
many Oraon people who have right now their wives and children hungry and suffering because of
injustice done against them by Rev. N. Ekka, Dr. N. Minz and other Oraon authorities in the
N. W. Anchal, They find no solution in a separate Oraon Raj in the G. E. L. Church. There are
" many Oraons who have no faith in those Oraons who think and claim that they are leaders of the
. Oraons of the G. E, L. Church. They would prefer to be under one Central authority. (4) Some

Oraons, having seen so many divisions among the Oraons, are altogether indifferent to the church and
we are responsible for giving them this offence. They do not go to any of the church services
they would rather remain at home or go fishing.

2. The Ecumenical Commission And The Constitution of 1960.

This Constitution is a costly gift of the Ecumenical Lutheranism for the Gossner Church. The
Lutheran World Federation and the Gossner Mission together spent more than 40,000/ for this *
Constitution. Rt. Rev. R. B. Manikam was its Chairman, Bishop Myers was an active and earnest
member. Dr. Kishi of Tokyo, Japan wasa member always of the Commission with prayers and best
wishes. He could not be physically with us for want of visa. In this Commission there were ten
members from the Gossner Church of whom 8 were Oraons: and only two Mundas. When the consti-
tution was approved and adopted by the Mahasabha a Continuation - Committee was appointed to take
care of all the lacunae, In this Continuation Committee of five members there were 3 Oraons, only one
Munda and the fifth was Rt. Rev. R, B. Manikam as the chairman. The majority, in the Ecumenical
Commission as well as in the Continuation Committee consisted of the Oraons. If this Constitution
is to be replaced, the whole of the Gossner Church must under the mighty hand of God come to have
one mind and one spirit and singleness of heart in order to make a better Constitution, Splitting is
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easy, even the children can do the breaking, but it is the coming to be of one mind which is the
requirement for the purpose of uniting which is needed. We cannot afford to loose the one which is
in our possession without some other Constitution ready and complete in all its aspects to justify
forsaking the old and accepting the new.

3. The So-Called New Constitution

Many people have expressed great anxiety for a new constitution and they are right in having
the concern. The truth of the matter is that the KSS did appoint a Drafting Committee, It is true
that the Committee could not submit it on the date fixed for the purpose. Then another Committee
was appointed by the KSS. This drafting Committee had several sessions. Representatives of the N.
W. Anchal had full share in the deliberations and decisions. Some of the meetings were held under the
chairmanship of Rev, Dr. N. Minz who was then the Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh. Mr. Zehabenus Lakra
was the Recording Secretary, The drafting Committee finished its work although great majority of the
members of the Committee wete under temporary injunction order of the court. As soon as the
drafting was completed and editorial work was done it was placed before the KSS and the KS§ accepted
it in its meeting held on the 4th to 9th Dec. 1974, The printed copy of it in 44 pages is here with us.
Because of the injunction order the implementation of it was held in suspence with the decision that as
soon as the injunction will be vacated this new Constitution be implemented. The court vacated the
temporary injunction on 27-9-1975 and the KSS officers immediately sent out notices for the
full KSS to meet on the 30th October 1975 in order to implement the new Constitution which had
already been accepted by the KSS. In the pastoral letter dated 30-3-77 Rev. 8. Barla Pramukh Adhyaksh
says that according to the arrangement made by the KS8S, Dr. C. K. Paul Singh was Acting Pramukh
Adhyaksh; that during his regime a new constitution was made by the K88 but it could not be imple-
mented. The meeting of the K8S on 30-10-1975 was called especially to implement the new Cons-
titution,

Rev. Niranjan Ekka writes :— (translation from Hindi) :—

«A PRESENTATION OF THE PRESENT SITUATION OF THE G. E. L. CHURCH IN
CHOTANAGPUR AND ASSAM.

(Anga) : — 30th October 1975 - an important day - Meeting of the KSS According to the notice
under the chairmanship of Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh Dr. C, K. Paul Singh a meeting of the K8S was
held on the 30th Oct. 1975. None of the members of the South Eastern Anchal took part in it nor did
they inform about* their absence. Knowingly they boycotted this KS8S. Fortunately on account of
the presence of the members from Assam, Orissa, Madhya and North West Anchal there was a quorum
and yet according to the 1960 Constitution if any of one of the Anchals gave a negative corroborative
vote it was enough to nullify any of the decisions of the KSS. Here was formed the gulf of the division
of the Church. The hard labours of two years became futile. The members of the majority group
betrayed. The KSS. of the day declared an emergency in the Church and placed the burden of
administration of the Church singlehanded upon Dr. C. K. Paul Singh in the capacity of Pramukh

Adhyaksh.
The North West Anchal took decision that as long as the fundamental problem on account of

which the tension and restlessness go on increasing is not fully solved the N. W. Anchal will not
participate in the formation of the K88, It is for the fulfillment of this purpose that the K85 was

dissolved.”
Now we shall immediately see that Rev, Niranjan Ekka is totally wrong and is misguiding us.

Extract from the “MINUTES OF THE EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE K85 DATED
15-16 MARCH 1975.”

Prayer :- The meeting started with a short prayer led by the new Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh
Rev, Dr. N. Minz,

1. Attendance :- 1. Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minz. 10, Rev. S. Barla - Orissa
Acting Pramulch Adhyaksh 11. Mr. N. Kerketta - Orissa
2. Rev. N. Bhuinya - SEA 12. Mr. T. P, Lakra - “ absent
3. Rev. C. B. Aind - SEA 13. Rev. CSB. Horo = Assam
14, Rev. P. D. S. Bage - Assam
4, M. B. Topeo - SEA 15, Shri G. Tiru - Assam
5. Mr. H. Soy - SEA 16. Mr. P. Surin - Assam - absent
6. Rev. S, Kujur - NWA 17. Rewv. P. D. Soreng - Madhya Anchal
7. Mr. C, A, Tirkey - NWA 18. Rev. S, Dungdung - Madhya Anchal
8. Mr. E. Bara - NWA 19. Rev, Dr. CK.P. Singh-Co-opted,
9, Rev. M. Jojo - Orissa 20. Rewv. N. Bor - Co-opted.
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2. Honourable visitors == 1. Rev. M. Seeberg Director G, M.

2. Dr. K. Rajaratnam, Secy & Promotional Director F. E. L. C. I,
3. Dr, M, Bage, Serampore College

Item No, 7. Corroborative vote :— The K8S is bid to bring a new draft Constitution in the
church but it has felt one obstacle, namely, the Corroborative vote of Anchals, which always stand on
the way. It was therefore resolved that this clause in the Constitution whenever it appears be amended
or altered so that way be opened to push the new draft Constitution forward and a new Constitution
will be possible.

After a great deal of talk it was agreed that the following alteration be made in regard to the
sections related to Corroborative vote, Amendment proposed to the Constitution :—

“‘Article Four :— Basic Principles and Explanations Part II Organisation :— 6 (d) (ii) that the
words “The Constitution of the Church and its Bye-laws” be deleted in the above Article.

Article Twenty-five :— Bye-laws and amendments to the Constitution : Para (1) delete the final
words in paragraph ‘‘which shall become effective only after the Corroborative vote of each of the
Anchals” and add the words "by a majority vote” after the words “and take a decision”. The Art.
amended sentence will now read “The KSS shall meet and take a decision by a majority vote”.

Para 2 Art. 25 :— Bye-laws and amendments : delete the phrase in parenthesis “provided the
representation of any one Anchal en-block did not vote against it” in para 2 in the sentence ‘“The KSS
shall then meet and take a decision” and add “by a majority vote”. Amended sentence will read “The
KSS shall meet and take a decision by a majority vote."”

8. Drafting Committee :— A new drafting Committee of the following members was
constituted :(—
1. Rev.C. B. Aind Mr. G, Tiru-Substitute-Rev. CSB Horo

2
3. Rev. Dr. M, Bage 4. Rev. P. D, Soreng _
5. Mr. C. A. Tirkey 6 Mr, M. T. Samad-Ranchi
7. Mr. Z. Lakra or 8hri Urbanus Toppo.

Rev. C. B. Aind was appointed Convener of the Committee. It was noted that regarding
Mr. Z. Lakra certain points be clarified before he be taken as member. Pramukh Adhvaksh may attend
the Committee meeting as an ex-officio member.
Ratified by the KSS, on 16th April, >74. Sd/- €. A. Tirkey
Sd/- N. Minz 17.4.74 - 16.3.74
Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh.

The KSS again met on the 28th June to 1st July 1974 and made the following record :
“*Corroborative votes on amendments to clause-Art. Four : Basic Principles Part II Organisation 6 (d)
(ii), Article 25 para 1 and 2 were received in positive by all the five Adhyakshas (North West, South
East, Orissa, Assam and Madhya”,

We see from these minutes of March 15-16, 1974 that Rev. Ekka is completely misinformed and
he has all this time been labouring under totally wrong ideas. The very ground of his separation from
the K88 is baseless and without foundation. The fact is that in this Emergency meeting of the KSS
Rev. Dr. N. Minz was in the chair as Acting Pramukh Adhyaksh, Rev. 8, Kujur, Mr. C. A. Tirkey and
Mr, Bara were all present. In other words there was full representation of the N. W. Anchal in this
meeting of the KSS which altered the Constitution setting aside the requirement of Corroborative vote
in Art, Four 6 (d) (ii), Article Twenty-five para (1) and Art. T'wenty-five para (2),

The whole requirement of Corroborative vote has been completely removed and therefore the
absence or presence of the members from the S. E, Anchal did not matter at all. The members present
on 30.10.75 were quite competent to take a decision to implement the New Constitution. It is surprising
how and why Rev. Niranjan Ekka was ignorant of this important decision taken by the KSS under the
chairmanship of Dr, N. Minz, It is surprising that when under the wrong pretext the North West
Anchal took the decision not to participate in the formation of the KSS and to have its separate
administration why these leaders Dr. Minz, Rev. Kujur Mr. C. A, Tirkey who took part in the decision
to remove the requirement of Corroborative vote, did not tell the Anchal that it was wrong on their
part to go out'from the KSS and not to participate in its formation. Why did they not show them the
right line of action ?

In the meeting on 30.10.1975 the only thing that was to be done was to say ‘‘Resolved that the
New Constitution passed by the KSS on 4-9 December 1974 be implemented with effect from 1,11.1975.”
They missed the bus permanently, Dr. Minz, Mr. C, A, Tirkey and Mr. Bara of N. W, Anchal are now
under permanent injunction of the Magistrate, What can they do now for a new Constitution ?

Mr, Zehabenus Lakra made the way clear for the Magistrate to give this order. ¢



[iv]
4. ELECTION OF PRAMUKH ADHYAKSH.

The rules say :— ©If for any reason a new election cannot be held or the new Adhyaksh cannot
attend the meeting of the Adhyakshas on the prescribed date, the meeting of the Adhyakshas shall
however be held on the prescribed date with the Adhyakshas present, and the election of the Pramukh
Adhyaksh shall take place, If the elected Adhyaksh does not attend the meeting of the four Adhyakshas
the election shall proceed with the Adhyakshas present and the election of the Pramukh Adhyaksh
shall still be considered valid.” (vide minutes of the Continuation Committee dt, 7-9-1960)

It is therefore altogether wrong and mischievous to say that Rev, S. Barla 1s Pramukh Adhyaksh
of only four Anchals, He is the Pramukh Adhyakh of the whole Church—all the five Anchals.

5. Relationship of Dr. N. Minz with the KSS and the Head of the Gossner Church and the Situation of
the Gossner College.

The existence and the tuture of the Gossner College has been seriously threatened because of the
proved fact that Dr. Minz does not recognise the legal and Constitutional head of the Gossner Church
Rewv. 8. Barla. After a lapse of one year he called a meeting of the Governing Body of the College and
invited Rev. Durairaj Peter to preside over the meeting of the Governing body instead of the
Rev. S. Barla, the President of the G. E. L. Church who is the Chairman of the Governing body.
Rev. 8. Barla sent in an objection against this illegal arrangement. Four members of the Governing
body filed written letter refusing to attend the meeting unless and until the President of the Church
was asked to preside over the meeting. The meeting could not be held and there appears to bea
deadlock and this situation cannot improve unless and until the duly and Constitutionally appointed
head of the Church is recognised to be the Chairman of the Governing body. Dr. Minz has been
carrying on all the business and affairs of the College for all this time singlehanded. In the absence of
the Governing body it is feared that there will be mismanagement and misappropriation of money.
There are already cases of complaints and grievances against this unauthorised singlehanded manage-
ment. It will be quite unwise to spend any money now on or far the Gossner College or on a proposed
Gossner College hostel unless and until principal Dr, Minz accepts the duly and legally appointed
President of the Church, as the Chairman of the Governing body of the College and unless and until he
gives a written assurance that he will serve as Principal of the Gossner College under the Kendriya
Salahkari Sabha of the G. E. L.. Church with Rev, S Barla as its Chairman.

6. The Solution . by

The solution is to abide by the Constitution of the Church adopted in 1960. The North
Western Anchal should be organised in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. The
Anchal Sabha should send its representatives to the KSS in order to be with the whole Church and to
parcticipate in the total life and activities of the whole Gossner Church. Thereafter, to consider the
question of another Constitution or an amended constitution if and when necessary will be possible

As Rev. N, Ekka and his group separated themselves from the K8S, we are trying our best to
reorganise the North Western Anchal so that we may work in peace throughout our Anchal and that
our Anchal may grow in the grace and love of God and be used by Him for His glory and for the
extension of Christ’s Kingdom in our area.

With best wishes, Yours sincerely,
1 Sd/- Rev. Dr. J. J. P. Tiga, Ranchi Ilaka 11 8d/- Salmon Minz, Lohardaga Ilaka
2 ,, Rev. 8. Mohan M. G, Ranchi Ilaka 12 ,, Johan Bage, Palamau llaka
3 ,, Prof, Dr. P.C. Horo, Hazaribagh Ilaka 13 ,, Rev. C. H. Tirkey, Lohardaga Ilaka
4 ,, Rev, Gossner Kerketta, Ranchi Ilaka 14 , Theophil Surin, Ranchi Ilaka
5 ,. Dr. P.S. Toppo, Lohardaga Ilaka 15 ,, Rev. Suresh Toppo, Hazaribagh Ilaka
6 ,, Rev, M. P, Ekka, Ranchi llaka 16 ,, T.]J. Barla, Ranchi Ilaka
7 ,, Premchand Beck, Hazaribagh llaka 17 ,, Rev. N. M, Surin, Duars Ilaka
8 ,, Joseph Barwa, Hazaribagh Ilaka 18 ,» Rev. L. Kiro, Jatatoli Ilaka
9 ,, C,D, Joseph Purty, Hazaribagh Ilaka 19 ,, Jock Topono, Palamau Ilaka
10 .,, P. D, Bage, Ranchi llaka 20 ,, B, Bakhla, Lohardaga Ilaka

i
G, E. L. Church Press, Ranchi.
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(Chairman) 27 ,, William Khalkho 55 ,, Gabriel Lakra

2 Rev. S. Mohan M. G, 28 ,, Obed Toppo 56 ,, Dhiraj Lakra

: (Secretary) 29 , Samuel Toppo 57 ., Mansidh Tigga

3 Prof. Dr. P.C, Horo 30 ,, Theodore Kujur 58 ,, John

(Treasurer) 31 ,, S.Ch. Naik 59 ,, Rinjus Kerketta

4 Rev. C.H. Tirkey 32 Shree Th. Surin 60 - Prach. Simon Kerketta

5 Mr. Jiwan Lakra 33 . ., C.K, Titkey 61 Shree Mansuri Kulu

6 Rey. Suresh Toppo 34 ,, W. Soy 62 ,, Kiran Lakra

7 Rev Muktiprakash Ekka 35 ,, John Toppo 63 ,, Paulus Minz

8  Rev. N. M. Surin 36 1, LX.Toppo 64 - ,, S.P.Toppo

9 Rev. P. Hansda 37 ,, Solomon Lakra 65 ,, Demas Toppo,
10 Mr. J. Barwa 38 ., K.M. Tiru Advocate
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15 Mr. Manohar Minz 43 », P. Kujur 70 ., N.M. Dang
16 ,, Salmon Minz 44 , ~Jiwan Lakra 71 ,, Jack Topono -
17 Prach'! Johan Bage 45 , Marshal Kulu 72 Miss Chonhen Kujur
18 Shree Shanti Lakra 46 4, Salan Barla 73 Shree Bishram Minz
19 ,, Bilas Bakhla 47 ,, Jolpolhem Tiga 74 s Suresh Lakra
20 Miss Pyari ‘Minz 48 , Arbind Horo 75 ,., Mansidh Topono
21 Shrimati Shanti Lakra 49 » Manohar Tiga 76 ., C\K. Topono
22 Shree Sahay Tiga 50 ,, Bimal Tirkey 77 -, Mangal Tiga
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24 Rev. M. Toppo 52 Shree Immanuel Sanga 79 Rev. H, Kullu
25 Rev. J. Kiro 53 ,, Nirmal Tigga 80 Shree Eleakum Tiga
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1 Rev. Dr. 1 J.P. Tiga Ranchi Ilaka 9 Rev. C.H. Tirkey Lohardaga Ilaka
2 ,, Surendra Mohar M.G. Ranchi llaka 10 + Dr. P:S! Toppo, Lohardaga Ilaka
3 Prof. Dr. P.C. Horo, Hazaribagh Tlaka 11 Shree Salmon Minj, Lohardaga Ilaka
4 Rev. Gossner Kerketta, Ranchi Ilaka 12: Prach. Johan Bage, Palamu Ilaka
5 Rev. Mukti Prakash Ekka, Raanchi 1laka = 13 Shree P. Bage, Ranchi [laka
6 Shree Premchand Beck, Hazaribagh llaka — 14 ~ Shree Th. Surin, Ranchi Ilaka
7 . ,, Joseph Barwa, Hazaribagh Ilaka 15 Rev. N.M, Surin, Duars Ilaka
8 ,, C.D, Joseph Purty, Hazaribagh Ilaka 16 Shree Jiwan Lakra Ranchi Ilaka

Copy to—The Pramukh Adhyaksh Rev, S. Barla
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

in Chotanagpur & Assam
NORTH WESTERN ANCHAL

Interim General Council

Chairman - Secretary : Treasurer :
Rev. Dr. J. J. P. Tiga Rev. Surendra Mohan M. G. Proi. Dr. P. C. Horo
M.A., S.T.M., Ph. D. Cflo The Kendriya Salahkari Sabha M.A., Ph. D.

G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi

To,

1. The Rev. Niranjan Ekka, Lohardaga
2. Mr. Jehabenus Lakra, Ranchi

3. Rev, Silas Kujur, Kanke.

4, Mr, C. A. Tirkey, Chainpur

5. Rev. Dr. Nirmal Minj, Ranchi.

Ranchi, the 21st July, 1977
Dear Sirs,

We the undersigned members of the North-Western ‘Anchal of the G. E. L. Church in
Chotanagpur and Assam, with due respect, beg to peint out :

1. That you have violated Article Eighteen of the Constitution of our Gossner Church in as much
as you have trespassed within the jurisdiction of the Pramukh Adhyaksh and have acted against the
authority, rights, powers and duties assigned exclusively to him.

Your letters, printed notices and circulars, your activities and behaviour in the Christ Church at
Ranchi recently on the 9th June and 15th July, are abundant proof of your transgression of this,
important part of our Constitution. You were given previous letters of objection but you did not pay
any attention to the objections made by the Pramukh Adhyaksh. Thus you have not only violated
Article XVIII in ordaining three persons, you have disobeyed him and forced your way in your
programme. '

s

2. That you defied the spiritual authority of the G. E. L. Church by making another Pramukh
Adhyaksh mest unconstitutionally and illegally. '

3. That by making a rival Pramukh Adhyaksh in illegal and unconstitutional manner you made
an attempt to break into pieces the visible symbol of the unity of the Gossner Church.

4, That in as much as you defied the spiritual guardian of the doctrines and confessions of the
Gossner Church you made an attempt to set every man free to have his own doctrines and confessions
not necessarily the ones laid down in the Constitution,

5, You have given proof that you do not acknowledge and accept the duly elected Pramukh
Adhyaksh Rev, S. Barla as your Pastor Pastorum.

6. You have shown the way that any one at any time can ordain any person to the ministry of the
Gossner Church which will ultimately result in conflict, confusion, disorder and indecency against which
St. Paul warns us and says, “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace......If any one thinks that
he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that what I am writing to you is a command of the
Lord, If any one does not recognise this, he is not recognised...... all things should te done decently
and in order.” 1 Cor. 14 : 33-40.

7. The Pramukh Adhyaksh is the authority to maintain order and peace in the Gossner Church.
Y ou have broken peace and order in the Church. You have violated the discipline of the Church and
have given an example for indiscipline and disobedience in the Church which is by no means a minor
offence.

8. That without the permission of the Pramukh Adhyaksh rather against his objections you
led a procession into the Christ Church, a holy place and almost all that you did there was a demons-
tration against the Pramukh Adhyaksh who is the pastor of the Ranchi headquarters congregation.
Most of what you did on the 9th June and 15th July was a challenge, 2 demonstration against duly
appointed authorities of the church which could have been done anywhere outside the church. You
have intentionally and deliberately desecrated the church,

-------
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9. That without consulting us who are members of the N. W. Anchal and without asking
for our opinion you separated  from  the Kendriye Salahkari Sabha of the Gossner Church in spite of
repeated requests and invitations from the Pramukh Adhyaksh. ]

10. You have declared that there is a newborn Church of which you Rev. Ekka claim to be the
Pramukh Adhyaksh and you call your Chuich North West G, E L. Church. This name is altogether
strange, unknown and foreign to us. There is no such church anywhere here. One thing is clear. that
vou have gone out of the Gossner Church.

11, The mandate passed by the G. E. L. Church in 1960 signed by the late Rt. Rev. Dr. R, B.
Manikam, late Rev.]. A. Kujur, Mr. P. D, Panna, Mr. N. E. Horo, and the Rev. J. J: P, Tiga and
published for the members of the Church to obey the Constitution passed in 1960 is in vague and valid.
In the case instituted by Shree Phulchand Panna against some very important leaders of the Church
about three years ago the learned Magistrate has given the following order :

“Order™

That let the Plaintiff's suit be decreed exparte with cost on the” exparte Scale declaring that
the defendents have no right to interfere with the administration and control of the Gossner Church
or to effect its constitution or to do acts contrary to the said constitution, The defendents are
hereby restrained by a way of permanent injunction from acting as Pramukh Adhyaksh or
Constitution making body or in any manner contrary to the said Constitution affecting” the Gossner
Church or its organizational units or parts or from interfering with the Constitution of the Gossner
Church. The defendant No. 1 however, will remain and act as a caretaker as per direction issued in this
case to administer the working of the Church till constitutionally valid officials of the K.S.S. according
to the provisions of the constitution of the Gossner Church are elected constitutionally for the vacant
posts caused by resignation of the defendent nos. 2, 3, 8 and 9.”

Revd. Dr. Nirmal Minz and Mr, C. A. Tirkey are among the defendants, We wonder how
they can indulge in violating the Constitution one clause after another, one Act after another and how
they can indulge in interfering with the administrative affairs and Workings of the G. E. L. Church as a
whole and with the affairs of the North-Western Anchal in particular.

12. The Pramukh Adhyaksh is elected, as per provisions of the Constitution by the house of
Adhyakhes. This house has mever elected Rev. Niranjan Ekka as Pramukh Adhyaksh and yet he calls
himself Pramukh Adhyaksh This is wrong, illegal and unconstitutional.

13. Mr. ]ehabanus Lakra did not shift to the area of the North-\Western Anchal within two
months as required by the rules. He forfeited his officérship long ago. Therefore all his actions
and correspondence are null and void.

14. According to our Constitution Rajganjpur, Rourkela etc. belong to the Orissa Anchal,
Simdega belongs to the Madhya Anchal, and Tatanagar belongs to the South-Eastern Anchal You
have taken some people from these places in your organization. This is illegal and unconstitutional.

15, By your so-called ‘Biliyan’ function on July 15, 1977 vou invited and admitted into your
“organization some Oraons from Orissa, Madhya and South Eastern Anchals because you want to
separate the Oraons from the Mundas, you are creating hatred against the Mundas' in the minds of the
Oraons. This is against the purpose, practice and spitit of Father ‘Gossner, the founder of the Gossner
Church, of the missionaries whom he sent from Berlin and also against the purpose, practice and spirit
of the late Rev, Hanukh Dutto Lakra, the father of Autonomy of the G, E. L. Church. Instead of
teaching and practising national unity and national integration you are creating and are making active
propaganda to harbour, enhance and foster communal hatred among members of the G. E. L. Church.
This is against Christian doctrine of the Communion of Saints “8 fargsma s<ar g qfeat Y §79 90" 1. There
is a fellowship, a communion, a Koinonia of saints or Christians or believers in Jesus Christ. We
members of the Gossner Church believe in the existence of this koinonia-Communion of Christians
where we, as members of this Koinonia, are helped by the Holy Ghost who causes this community to
grow.daily and become strong in the faith and its fruits which He produces, (See the Large Catechism
of Martin Luther—Concordia Triglotta p 693). There is no room for Communal harted in the Christian
fellowship, - This is one of the doctrinal bases of our Constitution. We can not violate it, This doctrine
of Communion of Saints does not allow us to hate one another or to try to live and have administrations
separately, one for Oraons and the other for Mundas, It is often quoted that there is a Tamil Lutheran
Church, an. Andhra Lutheran Church, The Lutheran Church says; “The unity of the Church, as an
external body, lies in its faith and confession. Divergencies in organization or in practice growing out
of historical antecedents, difference of nationality or language, or the convenience of its members do not
affect this unity’’ 4 Summary of Christian Faith by H. E. Jacobs, Professor of Systematic. Theology in
the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, P 398. There could have been separate organizations
for Oraons and Mundas and other tribes within the Church only on these four grounds : But, ot

-
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a) Historical antecedents Hiktory gives evidence that Mundas and Oraons have always lived
together. Even today there are Mundas in Oraon villages. There 1s one Chotanagpur Tenancy Act for
all. ' There is onie Government under which we all live. Above all, there 18 no evidence that the Oraons
and Mundas have had separate Churches or administrative units any where in India. There is no proof
of historical antecedents for separate Government administration or Church administration. - Rather on
the other hand, there are three big Churches, Lutheran Church, Church of North India and the Roman
Catholic Church=in all these Churches and also in other small Churches there is no proof of historical
antecedents for separate units of organizations for Mundas and Oraons. The opposite 1s true. The
Lutheran Church in Chotanagpur is from her very inception a Church of Oraons, Mundas; Bengalis,
Kharias and others together and it hds been thus for all these 127 years. Tamil and Andhra Lutheran
Churches have separate organizations from the very beginning,

b) Difference of nationality or Language or the convenience of its members ; These need no
consideration. The Church has already lived for 127 years as one Gossner Church for Oraons, Mundas
and all others together,

Your suggestion or desire to have a separate organization for the Oraons is out of place, and out of

_date. Thereis no justification for it. Besides, Oraons are not a nation. They have several pastors

who do not speak the Oraon language themselves. There are many Oraon congregations who worship

through the medium of Hindi or Ganwari. Oraon language has not been kept by the Oraons so as to
justify a separate organization on the ground of language.

If we think of convenience we have to say that Oraons are not compact in any one area ot district,
They are all spread out. The idea of convenience is altogether out of place.  Rather the other side is
ttue. The Bishop of the R. C. Church and the Bishop of the Church of North India have no inconveni-
ence in looking after their people although they also are from different tribes and mainly from Oraons
and Mundas, Hence the question of convenience or inconvenience does not arise at all,

Thus you have done violence to one of the doctrines of the Lutheran Church as shown above.

16. We, the North Western Anchal of the Gossner Church, int co-operation with the Kendriya
Salahkari Sabha and the Board of Evangelism'and Literature have sent Padris and Evangelists to
Surguja, Khuria, Udaipur and Palamau. They have been sent as missionaries to preach Jesus Christ and
to help establish the Kingdom of God. They have to preach Christ and not the Oraon
Raj. Jesus answered, “My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my
servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the
world.” John 18: 36 Saint Paul says, “For the kingdom of God does not mean food and drink, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, he who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and
approved by men,” Rom 14:17 & 18.

17. You have done violence to Article four of the Constitution which is a corollary to the Doctrinal
Basis, It deals with the Basic Principles and Organization, Here it is laid down, “The authorities and
tasks given to the Church are authorities and tasks of the Whole Church, Therefore they are to be
administered by all constituent parts of the Church, local congregations, regional units and central bodies
acting together, severally or jointly, as set forth in this Constitution and its Bye-laws,” ( P. 3 of the
Constitution ). It is further said, “The one and indivisible Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church at
present consists of four administrative units, known as Anchal, and they are: (1) The Assam Anchal,
(2) North-Western Anchal, (3) The Orissa Anchal and (4) The South-Eastern Anchal. These
Anchals are inseparable parts of one and the same Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chotanagpur
and Assam” PP 3.4 You have completely demolished this organizational arrangement and machinerylaid
down in the Constitution.

Under the circumstances we the undersigned members of the North-Western Anchal of the
G, E. L. Church make the following declaration :

1. That yours is an illegal and unconstitutional body.

2. That you Rev. N. Ekka, Mr, Jehabenus Lakra, Rev, Silas Kujur, Rev. Dr. N. Minz and
Shri C. A. Tirkey have left the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church and its North-Western Anchal.
Therefore you are not the officers and leaders of the North-Western Anchal.

3, That you have no right, power and authority over the properties— moveable and immoveable,
which are now under the use, control and administration of the North-Western Anchal.

4. That you have no rights, no power, and no authority over the institutions, which are under the
North-Western Anchal,

5. That you have no jurisdiction ocver the congregations of the G, E. L. Church within the area
of the North-Western Anchal.
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(3)

" (8

(7)
(8)

(9)—(12) Anchal Adhyakshes of the G. E. L. Church

€13)
(14)

Rev. Dr. ], J. P. Tiga, Ranchi llaka
Rev. S. Mohan M. G., Ranchi Ilaka
Prof. Dr. P.C. Horo, Hazaribagh Hlaka
Rev. Gossner Kerketta, Ranchi llaka
Dr. P. 8. Toppo, Lohardaga llaka
Rev. M., P. Ekka, Ranchi llaka
Premchand Beck, Hazaribagh llaka
Joseph Barwa, Hazaribagh llaka

C. D. Joseph Purty, Hazaribagh llaka

S. D. O. Ranchi
Dy. Com. Ranchi
5. D. O. Gumla

8. D. O. Lohardaga
S. D. O. Hazaridagh

_Director, Lutheran World Federation

Director, Gossner Mission
President, F. E. L. C. (I)

The Pramukh Adhyaksh Rev, S, Barla
The Rt. Rev. Dorairaj Peter

10

11.
12,
1.3;
14.
15.
16,
17.
18,

Yours faithfully,

. P, D, Bage, Ranchi Illaka

Salmon Minz, Lohardaga llaka
Johan Bage, Lohardaga llaka

Rev. C. H, Titkey, Lokardaga Ilaka
Theophil Surin, Rancki llaka

Rev, Suresh Toppo, Ranchi Ilaka
T: J. Batla, Ranchi laka

Rev. N. M. Surin, Duars llaka

Rev, 1. Kiro, Jatatoly llaka

Sd/— Rev, 8, Mohan M. G, 21-7-77

Clo The Kendriye Salakari Sabha

G. E. L. Church Compound, Ranchi

Printed at the G. E. L. Church Press, Ranchi
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Te Dated -July 22,1977.
W.Z;!.Lﬂlﬁ‘l.
Advecate ,Ranchi,
C/e.N¥ Anchal effice
GELChurch,Ranchi,

Dear 8ir, %
After getting a letter addressed te three pasters

of NWAnchal and mpself signed by you dt.19.7.77,Ref.Ne.
241/77/F-48 with a caption "OFFICE OF THE NORTH WEST GEL
CHURCH ,RANCHIJof which you seems to be the Secretary,I did .
net think it te be prepsr te write te you with that designa-
tion,because I stilli de net recognise that church, I find it
alse to be impreper te be asigned by yeu te any ether party,
because I still beleng te your party/client ef GELC ef which
you are legal adviser and Advecate by whese grace or faveur
I have lost the case Ne 232/73-75. I think it is alse against
the code of cenduct agreed by any Bar-Association er'Ceuncil
of Lawyers',that any advecate should join the eppositien.
party ef his ewn party er Client,

Please excuse me for this reund about way answer,
May be,I have net fellewed which 'Vishes Suchna' you mean,
because these days there are so many 'Suchnas',

Thanking yeu feor yeur kind coe-eperations,

Yours sincerely,

C. b APe S
(c.K.Paul Singh):2))))
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