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PR MILITARY GthhNMEN‘r COURT
o CASE RECORD.
Case No. 000-Buchehw#ald-50 Prosecutor .. Col Abrahem IH. fesenfeld
:m‘ Mii..ary Court. Defence Counsel .& ¥®illiam O, Millex .
*General Ster emuzn. Rudclrh Nethanson,
y Inferpreter “ th xr Eieler, William Vel te,
ce Decheu,. Germany Eaterr Temes, Fred Fleischmenn,
Date 25 Nov = 3 .Dec,.incl 1947 . Reporter Hoger F, Clurk,
Yy TITYY —~y N ‘lilli&m Jo mst'
W li&o&Em&Di v\r'_r& ;J. Cartf'r‘.
JBrian Zgode Yerwenn felbig Teldemer Hoven
Frenz leller Ernst Flenck Jins Jenssen
Mrx Sghoeber: Ctto Parnewald Zhilipy Grimm
Wolf eng Otto «iecend Hiller_er ' liorat Exnst DALSTAOR. ..o
Josef Presser ierner Alfmal Lor cr Ierbert Moeckel
Helmith Fergt :
.teuud ................ BERNRR ALFHED ERIGER BP AL i osiiisiisiitiisrinsiissiadiies s IS ot
Address Sex RO o tiisopssoacs
: E P | FirstCharge |  Second Charge
P |
r
= BT e e
Findings | 1'
| i
e . FICATION CANCELLED | ' '
Previous of JAG ¢ ‘ l
Term ";0 PAPERS SHALL BF, PLA™™ TN THE """
] A |
Imprisonment ! fy FILCi ™ AC~™y~ - i [CEN
. LB»eglm'm'ag ... DISPACRED %9 € -~ foo% Nors BIVISION 198
Satshics WASHINGTON, D. C.
AMOURY......... /J'M 194§
i To be paid before e " ...........
Fine or in case of default of payment to serve a ‘furthor
term of . e o R
imprisonment.

Charge Sheet and Record of Testimony are annexed hereto.

" (Signature of member of court)

REVIEW
Action of Reviewing Authority — IO SRR /e 1.

: " (Signature of reviewing authority)
*Strike out words not applicable.
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"THE WIT.D STATES

XRECCRD CF TESTJINONY

DACHAL, GERMANY

in triel of
versus wiRNER BERGER, BT
by

GENERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT CCURT

tried =t

25 Nov thru 3 Dec 1947, inel

Interrogertion of accpsed asto neame, ogZ6,

residenceg nationality, end status: Pege 4
Arre ignments Page 13
Fleos Prge 13

TES TIWCNY
Witnesses Direct  Cross  sedirect Recross Court .
Marian Zgoda 1 33
Hermen Helbig 11 58 67 70
waldemsr Hoven 71 75
Frenz Meller €3 87
Ersnt Flanck 91 93
Jens Jenssen 112 11}
Mex Schoebert 114 121 126 129 129
Otto Farneweald 129 131 13 135
Philipp Grimm 137 139
Wolfgzang Otto 139 143 192
Wiecand Filberger 156 160 169/256 169 169 1
Horst Ernst Ditirich 171 175 191/195 192 195
Josef Bresser 197 200 {
Verner Alfred Berger c11 21 230/268 231/263 232
Herbert loeckel 233 239 249
Helmth Bergt 250 252
EXHIBEITS &
Rec'd in
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P=9 %03 Form 3¢ on Vie_end Hilberger 10
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Enz1ish translotion of F-14
Interrcpation of Horst Dittrich

Enzlish translation of F-15
Interrozation of lierner Borger

inglish transletion of P-16

Stetement o Wiegand Hilberger

nzlish transleticn of PR=17

Statement of !erbert Cuenter lieckel
‘no1ishtranslation of Fel€

Derositior of Hermenn Pister (Eng)
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UNITED STATES ARMY

DEPUTY THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFICE
7708 WAR CRIMES GROUP
EUROPEAN COMMAND

I * ACCUSED IDENTIFICATION SHEET -

BERGER WERNER ALFRED 29-16189
M: ' (First name) (Middle name) (Serial number)
T, Waffen 5SS
Place of birth  Konstanz/Bodensee /Germany Date of birth 22 Feb 1901
Age U6 Hegw. 1o81m . Weight 65 Xg Comp
l. brown Eyes  blue-grey Build Sex male

Scars and marks Scar lower lip.

AFFIDAVIT

...... I, Abraham H. ROSENFEID, Colonel. , Chief Prosecutor, having been by me duly sworn,
upon his oath, states as follows to wit:

That the photograph affixed on the reverse side hereof is a true and correct picture of BERGER , {ERNER ALFRED

o .
. (fill in name of accused), as he appeared on .. ... . . /A: %/ 4')
(date); and that the ﬂngﬂ‘rinh appearing on the reverse side hercof are his; ** and that the foregoing lumml)au is correctly recorded
a8 given to me by him u‘ a8 obtained from pertinent records). )

)7 %

Bubscribed and aworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on this day

)

of _ // AAur* L1947
Ol T
(Signature ft Officer administering oath)
JAN FENIJN4 Allied Cive.
Jan Fenijn, Allied Civ.. CiS.7,. Examiner.
S (Name, Grade, Branch, ASN, mym;:l' Capaeity)
IDENTIFICATION SECTICH.
* All spaces provided on this Form for written information will be filled in by typing or printing plainly.
** Delete portion between asterisks and insert appropriate language, if personal data obtained from identification tags. /
f <

WCG Form No 85 (21 Marck 1947) "P’ )
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ase paste photo he

PRINT IMPRES
RIGHT HAND

3. Middle finger 4. Ring finger | 5. Litte finger

A

4. Ring finger 5. Little finger

Four fingers nkut

RIGHT HAND




UNITED STATES ARMY

DEPUTY THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFICE
7708 WAR CRIMES GROUP

EUROPEAN COMMAND
() * ACCUSED IDENTIFICATION SHEET -
BEROT HELMUTH FRIEDRICH ARND 29=714);2
(Lant nume) (Flrst name) (Middie name) (Merinl number)
Organization Waffen S8
Place of birth Nochlitz/Saxoany/Cermany Date of birth 6 October 1911
Age ... 36 Height, 12 1°™ Weight TOKE Comp
.r blond Kyes blue Build Bex mle
Bears and marks
AFFIDAVIT

I} Abraham }i' ROSZNFELD, Colonel + Chief Prosecutor, having been by me duly sworn,

upon his oath, states as follows to wit:
That the photograph affixed on the reverse side hereof is a true and correct picture of PERGT, Helmth Friedrich

(fill in name of accused), as he appeared on /d %7’ Y/
[] L]
(date); and that the fingerprints appearing on the reverse side hereof are his; ** and that the foregoing pemm, data is correctly recorded

as given to me by him lnﬁl J obtained from pertinent records).

( Lo Y

Bubscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on this

7k . /
of I Alpv— 194 )
( ,_/ »

~OLa 7,

(Signature of Officer administering oath)
JAN FENIJN, Allied Civ,
Jan Fenijn, Allied Civ. CUS 7, Examiner.
‘:’ - (Name, Grade, Branch, ASN, Mci:l.'cnpldl),

Identification Sectione

® All spaces provided on this Form for written information will be filled in by typing or printing plainly,
** Delete portion between asterisks and insert appropriate language, if personal data obtained from identification tags.

SIS
@ & bl ol
WCG Form No 85 (21 March 1947) \



. HOTOGRAPH

1se paste photo |

PRINT IMPRE

RIGHT HAND

1. Thumb 2. Index finger 3. Middle finger ’ 4. Ring finger 5. Little finger

|

LEFT HAND

1. Thumb 2. Index finger [ 3. Middle Gager 4. Ring finger 5. Little fin
ge , fing ger

e

Four fingers taken simultaneously
Right thumb RIGHT HAND

Left thumb
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UNITED STATES ARMY
DEPUTY THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFICE

7708 WAR CRIMES GROUP 1
EUROPEAN COMMAND
L
& * ACCUSED IDENTIFICATION SHEET
BRESSER, Josef Balthasar 29- 1831
(M name) (First name) (Middle namae) (Serinl number)
Organization Waffen SS
Place of birth Cologne/Rhineland/Germany - Date of birth 3 December 1901
VS T WU~ YL 1,53]!! ; Weight 70 K.g Comp ... =1
L]
mir turmning-grey Eyes blue-grey Build Sex

Scars and marks

AFFIDAVIT |

... L Abraham H, ROSENFELD, Colonel , Chief Prosecutor, having been by me daly sworn,

upon his oath, states as follows to wit:

That the photograph affixed on the reverse side hereof is a true and correct picture of BRESSER: Josef B,

(fill in name of accused), as he appeared on . ... . /,(%‘/7
(date); and that the fingerprints appearing on the reverse side hereof are his; ** and that the foregoing pennm’l data is correctly recorded
]
as given to me by him and L obtained from pertinent records).

( o )

Subscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on this £ 7 {4/ day
b, i /
of J Al )

(Signature of Officer Idmlnhklh;m

JAN FENIJN,(Allied Chkv,

Jan Fenijn, Allied Cive C#S 7, Examiner,
(Name, Grade, Branch, A.'ik‘,_aml.pmrinl Lapacity)

- IDENTIFICATICN IWETS6N.

== = — ——— —— —_—e——— . —— = ——

* All spaces provided on this Form for written information will be filled in by typing or printing plainly.
** Delete portion between asterisks and insert appropriate language, if personal data obtained from identification tags.

P i -
WCG Form No 88 (21 March 1947) \
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se paste photo he

RINT IMPRES

RIGHT HAND

1. Thumb 2. Index finger : 3. Middle finger 4. Ring finger 5. Little finger

—

LEFT HAND

L. Thomb 2. Index finger 3. Middle finger I 4. Ring finger 5. Little finger

!' l

| =¥
| : '

Four fingers taken simultaneously Four fingers taken simultaneously
LEFT HAND Left thumb | Right thumb |  RIGHT HAND

)




UNITED STATES ARMY

DEPUTY THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFICE
7708 WAR CRIMES GROUP

EUROPEAN COMMAND
» * ACCUSED IDENTIFICATION SHEET
DITTRICH HCRST ERNST ADOLF 29-6902

(Last name) (First name) (Middle name) (Serial number)
Organization Waffen 3S
Place of birth . Ipipz.‘.g/Saxmyégamﬂy . - Date of birh 6 Augast 1911
PP SO T T © o SN Weight Ke ... Comp.... ..

brown Eyes brown Build Sex male
Scars and marks Scar-on right leg,

AFFIDAVIT

I, Abraham He ROSENFE ID, Colonel ) :
GRS s » Chief Prosecutor, having been by me duly sworn,

upon his oath, states as follows to wit:

DITTRICH, Horst Emst
That the photograph affixed on the reverse side hereof is & true and correct picture of

(fill in name of accused), as he appeared on . o F4 g %I/‘i;

(date); and that the ﬁngt-rpriL appearing on the reverse side hereof are his; ** and that the foregoing pen?n.l data is correctly recorded
as given to me by him and u’ obtained from perlinent records).

o !

Bubscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on this / 7 "{4/ day
of [Av 1) '
(

at Tt
(Signagdre of Officer administering )

JAN FENTJN, Allied Civ. -

Jan Fenijn, Allied Civ. CWS 7, Zxaminer,
(Nume, Grade, Branch, Aﬁ.\'.m (m:l L‘Wln

IDENTIFICATION SECTION,

*® All spaces provided on this Form for written information will be filled in by typing or printing plainly,

** Delete portion between asterisks and insert appropriate language. if personal data obtained from identification tags.

WCG Form No 88 (21 March 1M7)

Y
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ise paste photo |

" amm——

DITTRICH
HORST ERNST

DITTRICH
HORST CRNST

’RINT IMPRE

RIGHT HAND

1. Thumb 2. Index finger | 3. Middle finger 4. Ring finger 5. Liule finger

o]

| 3. Middle finger 4. Ring finger 5. Little finger

Four fingers taken simultaneously Four fingers taken simultaneously

LEFT HAND Left thumb |Right thumb RIGHT HAND




UNITED STATES ARMY

DEPUTY THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFICE
7708 WAR CRIMES GROUP
L 4 EUROPEAN COMMAND

I——— = prmrm i e e =

* ACCUSED IDENTIFICATION SHEET

HITELEROGER Wiegand

(Last name) (First name) (Midddle name)

Organization Waffen 53

of tirth Wetter/lessen/Cermany Date of bins 0 September 1908
Ago 39 Height . 1,?2111 Weight 70 Kg Comp oy
(e

Hair brown Eyes  [roy-browm Build Sex

Bears and marks lone

29-715L

(Serinl number)

AFFIDAVIT
T, Absmham #s ROSHIFRID,-Colmel

upon his oath, states as follows to wit:

That the photograph affixed on the reverse side hereof is a true and correct picture of  [[TINERGER s Wiegand

/2 %2/97

(fill in name of accused), as he appeared on \

, Chief Prosecutor, having been by me duly sworn,

L]
(date); and that the ﬁnge‘uriiu appearing on the reverse side hereof are bis; ** nnd that the foregoing [lﬂl'\!ﬂl’l data is correctly recorded

a8 given to me by him ut g obtained from pertinent records). |

£ )
®

Chief P Lor
Bubseribed q#d sworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on this / ] ?,4/
of J Apar— ) g
— / g A
-
- %/J / 4&41_7\1/
|Signature of Ufficer administering oath) 4
JAN FENIJN, Allied Civ.
Jan Fenijn, Allied Civ. CW37, Examiner.
e — N (Name, Grade, Branch, ASN, and Ofilggal Capaeity)

- e’

IDENTIFICATION SECTICN.

* All spaces provided on this Form for written information will be filled in by typing or printing plainly.

** Delete portion belween asterisks and insert appropriate language, if personal data obtained from identification tags

WCG Form No 88 (21 March 1M7)

9
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HILBERGER
WIEGAND

3 'SCR

*lease paste photo h

RPRINT IMPRE!
RIGHT HAND

3. Middle finger

5. Liule finger

LEFT HAND

1. Thumb

2. Index finger

. Middle finger

| 4. Ring finger

Four fingers taken simultaneausly

Four fingers taken -uuu]lnur--u»l)f

LEFT HAND

Left thumb | Right thumb

RIGHT HAND

Note Amputstions

AUCSBURG COMMUNITY FRINT *HGP






UNITED STATES ARMY

DEPUTY THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFICE
7708 WAR CRIMES GROUP
EUROPEAN COMMAND

* ACCUSED IDENTIFICATION SHEET

MOECKEL, Herbert Guenther ' 2916207
(Last name) (First name) (Middle name) ' (Serial number)
Organization glaffen 5SS
Place of birth Plauen/Vogtland /[Germany . . Date of birth . li Decenber 191l
A R L72m _ Weight Tk Kg Comp........... -
@.: vixa By ......blas Build e S

Scars and marks Scar on neck.

AFFIDAVIT
I, Abraham He ROSENFEID, Colanel

upon his oath, states as follows to wit:

» Chief Prosecutor, having been by me duly sworn,

That the photograph affixed on the reverse side hereof is a true and correct picture of T.ﬂ':CKEL, Herbert Guenthe

(fill in name of accused), as he appeared on . P4 %W ‘1’7
(date); and that the ﬁngn-rf)rinl‘ appearing on the reverse side hereof are his; ** and that the foregoing pers(:ul data is correctly recorded
as given to me by him nndl as (hhined from pertinent records). ¢ d

. Chief Prosecutor

Subscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned authority, on this // (4 day

of &lﬂl , 194 /

4

N A ) /%:T)
(Signatyré of Officer administering )

JAN FEI'ISN; Allied Civ.

Jan Fenijn, Allied Civ. CWS 71s. Zxaminer,

(Nume, Grade, Branch, ASN, umfﬂn-i;T)Caplcity,
-

IDENTIFICATICN SECTION.

* All spaces provided on this Form for written information will be filled in by typing or printing plainly.

** Delete portion between asterisks and insert appropriate language, if personal data obtained from identification tags.

- ———

i A
- W \ {
WCG Form No 88 (21 March 147) - et | Q



MOECKEL l.,
HERBERT

IOTOGRAPH

¢ paste photo he

RINT IMPRES

RIGHT HAND
1. Thamb : 2. Index finger 3. Middle finger 4. Ring finger [ 5 Little finger
| | |
| |
| [ |
: “', . -
;;/é“;:_’:_ \%.“i;
& & i -
LEFT HAND
‘ Thumb | 2. Index finger 3. Middle finger 4. Ring finger [ 5. Little finger

X 4 |
i d 7o _!
s L b |

Four fingers raken simultaneously

Four fingers taken simultaneously

LEFT HAND

Left thumb | Right thumb

=

Note Am puut?om

RIGHT HAND
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T
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ATTESTATION

The foregoings, attached to this attestation, are true
photostatic copies of the originals which are on file in the
World War II Reference Branch, Washington National Records Center
(NCWN), in the Case No. 000-Buchenwald=50 va. Alfred Berger and

‘ others.,

This is to verify that above photostatic copies conform %o
the original records as contained in the offical file of documents
pﬁtaining to Case No. 000-Buchenwald=50.

- N
R :
| \Berl%, 18. Februar 1970
Qo N \

N

SEPH B. CONBOY
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate

bersetzung

NN EGLAUBIGUNG

Die voratehendez;,' okopien, die mit dieser Urkunde verbunden sind,
sind Originalablicg gen aus den beil der World War Reference Branch,

hiermit begta igt.
A

Berlin, den 18. Februar 1970

- Case No. OF %huchenwaldm'i:) - befindlichen Schriftstiicken wird

gez.: JOSEPH B. CONBOY
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate



1




MILITARY GOVEFNIMENT COITRT
(iilituergericht)

CHARCE SHREET
(Anzlagesciri f't)

O0C - Buchenwald=-50 Dachau, Germeny
(Dauchau, Deutschland)

L liovenber 1347
(date)

(4. November 1947)
(Datunm)

NAMES OF THE ACC'®ED:

(Naawen der Angeklagten:)
Werner Alfred ETRG"R .+
Helmuth Friedrich BTRGT
Josef BRESSER Y
Horst DIPTRICHY”
Wiegand HILBTRGTR v~
Herbert Guenther MOECITEL ¢

ure nereby carged with the following offences: _
(werden riernit wegen folgender strufbarer Handlungzen angelkklagt:)

CHARCE I: Violation of .he Lawes and Usages of War.

Furticulars: In that %Werner Alfred B"RGTR, ileliauth Friedrich BFRGT,

Josef BRWSSTR, Horst DI 'TRICH, Wiegend HILB RGER and Herbert Guenther
WMOECKFL and divers other persons, Gernan nationuls or persons acting !
with Geruun nationals, between the lst of Janusry 1940 and the 30th
of June 1943, ut or in the vicinity of Weimar, Germany, acting in
pursuence of a comunon design Lo comuit the acts hereinafter alleged,
did wrongfully encourage, ..d, ubet and partvicipate in a Buchenwald
Loicentraticn Canp operation, commorly known as "Kommando 99", which
operation included the wrongful killing of approximately 800 un<nown
non-Cermun nuticnals, who were then and there in the custody of the
then Gerummn keich. LA

v

AlITLAGE I: Verletzung der Gesetze und Gebraueuche des Krieges.

Tinzelheiten: Daudurch, duss Werner Alfred BrRGTR, Helmuth Friedrich
BYRGT, Josef BIFSSTR, dovse DI.I0ICH, Wiegand HILB'RGTR und Herbert
Guenther MOECKEL und verscuiedene andere rersonen, deut:cche Staatsan-
gehoerige oder tersonen, uie mit deutschen Staatsangehoerigen zusummen-
wirktern, in der LZeit vom 1. Jauar 1940 bis zum 30. Juni 1943 in oder
in der Umgebung von ‘‘eimer, Deutschland, indem sie in Verfolg eines
gemelnsamen :lunes zur Segehun; der nachstehend behuupteten Taten han-
delten, recnuswidrig zu einem Unternelinen des Konzentrationslugers
bucnenwuld, das allgemein ale "Yomuando 99" beKannt war und sich auf
die rechiswidri-e Toetunz von etwa 800 unbegunnten nichtdeutschen
Stualsangehoerigcen ersirec:te, die sich cdsmmls dort im Cewahrssm des
demaligen Deutschen Reichs befuncen, uagestiftet, dabei genolfen, darin
unterstuetzt und darsf ceilgenomien haben.

Eme et G e - e
OFFICEK rREFLARIIG CHARGES:

(Uer die an:luge erhebende Offizier:)

(Suemtlichie hi< enthaltenen deutschen -etercsetzungen dienen aus-
schliesslicu zur inforaatl -n des Ance clagten und dessen Verteidigers, )



ATTESTATION

. ) == o

The foregoings, attached to this attestatlion, are true
photostatic copies of the originals which are on file in the
World War II Reference Branch, Washington National Records Center
(NCWN), in the Case No. 000=-Buchenwald=-50 vs. Alfred Berger and

‘ others,

This is to verify that above photostatic copies conform to
the original records as contained in the offical file of documents

pertaining to Case No. 000-Buchenwald=-50.
OSEPH B. CONBOY ;

Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate

B&'lin, 18. Februar 1970

{ibersetzung

Y BEGLAUBIGUNG

_' ehenden Fotokopien, die mit dieser Urlkunde verbunden sind,
N zinalablichtungen aus den bzl der World Wer Reference Branch,
Mton Nationsl Records Center (NCWN), aufbewshrten Akten

‘4' bereinstimmung dieser Ablichtungen mit den in den Akten
- @ase No. 000=Buchenwald-50 = befindlichen Schriitstlicken wird

Berlin, den 18. Februar 1370

ges.: JOSEPH B, CONBOY
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate
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Tk 1 = Berger et al = 25 Nov - AFC 14

PRESIDENT: How do you plead?

ACCUSED BLRGT: Not Guilty.

PRESTDENT: Josef Bresser, do you understand?

ACCUSED BRESSuR: Yes,

PRESIDENT: How do you plead?

ACCUSED BRESSER: Not Guilty.

PHESIDENT: Horst Dittrich, do you understand?

ACCUSED DITTRICH: Yes.

PRuLSIDENT: How do you plead?

ACCUSED DITTRICH: Not Guilty.

PRESIDENT: Wiegand Hilberger, do you understand?

ACCUSED HILBZRGER: Yes.

PRESIDENT: How do you plead?

ACCUSED HILBERGER: Not Guilty.

PRESIDENT: Herbert lioeckel, do you understand?

ACCUSED MOECKEL: Yes.

PRESIDENT: How do you plead?

ACCUSED MO£CKEL: Not Guilty.

PRESIDENT: The accused will resume their seats.
(Whereupon the accused did as directed,)

PRESIDENT: Does the prosecution desire to make an opening statement?
(Whereupon the prosecution made an opening statement to the court.)

PROSECUTION: The prosecution calls as its first witness Marian

Zgoda.

VARIAN Z00DA, called as a witness by the prosecution, being first duly
svom, testified through an int-rpreter as follows:

DIRECT EXALINATION
JUBSTICNS BY PROSECUTION:
& What is your full name?

A Marian Zgoda,

14



Tk 1 - Barger et al - 25 Nov - aFC 15

Q
of war?
A
prisoner.
®)
A

<

Where do you live?

Munich. Number 10, Grottenmuehelstrasse.

Were you a prisoner of war in the Buchenwald Concentration Camp?

Yes,

Wihen?

From the 16th of December 1939 until the end, the 11th of April 1945.

What was your status in Buchenwald, that of a prisoner or a prisoner

I was sent there as a prisoner of war and I was changed into a

What is your nationality?

Fole.

Wihile you were a prisoner at Buchenwald did you kiow the activieies

in the so-called horse-stable?

A

Q
A

Yes, from 1941.
Will you tell the court the nature of those activities?

I worked as a stretcher bearer of corpses at the horse-stable
f

beginning with November 1941. :

-

Now did the activities in the horse-stable, or were the activities

in the horse-stable known by some other name among the prisoners and staff

of the camp?

A

Yes, it was called, "Detail 99".

PROSECUTION: Does the defense have any objection to our calling

it throughout the casz, "Commando 99"7

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Vith the one qualification that it was only known

as Commando 99 due to the telephone number,

PROSECUTION: Prosecution requests in order to keep the matter

clear that the interpretation be, "Commando 99".

DEFENSE COUNSEL: 0No objection.

(Zgoda = Direct)

15



Tk 1 - berger et al - 25 Nov - RFC 16

< Now wnhat took place in that horse-stable?
A Hussian prisoners of war arrived at the horse-stable and were

killed there.

< when did the first iussian prisoners of war arrive at the horse-stable?
A As far as I can remember it was the 23rd of llovember 1941.
Q How did you know they were Russian prisoners of war?
A Because they were wearing {ussian uniforms.
PROSECUTION: The pmn'cut.ion requests that the reporter mark this
large exhibit Prosecution's Exhibit P-1l for identification.

(The document referred to was marked FProsecution Lxhibit P=1l for
identification,)

< Mr. Zgoda look at the diagram which has been enlarged in the court-
room, (indicating P-11) and tell the court if you- know what that represents?
A That represents the horse-stable.
Q Will you indicate to the court by means of that diagram where the
iussian prisoners of war first entered the horse-stable?
(Whereupon the witness walks over to exhibit P-11.)
A These are the horse-stables and they were unloaded over there at
that door, that is the center pgate,
PROSECUTION: Witness indicates a swinging door in the center of
the upper portion of the diagram.
Q Where were the Russian prisorers of war led after they entered
that door?
A They went through here and they entered this room here.
PROSECUTION: Vitness indicates a large room on the right side
of the diagram,
Q What happened when they entered that room?
A when they entered the room a small table was set up here with a s

Russian seneral who was to tell the Russian prisoners of war that they should

(Zgoda - Direct)
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undress.
PROSECUTION: Indicating a table on the left side of the room
in the right area of the horse-stable.

Q What happened after the Russian General told the prisoners of
war what to do?

A They undressed and they stayed sitting until the execution
by shooting took place. They were led out here one by one and 55 men were
placed here. ‘hey were placed along here one by one.

PROSECUTION: Indicating from left to right elong the center
of the horse-stable.

Q hen the prisoners of war were undressed in this undressing room
were there any doctors present? .

A One doctor was present. It was Doctor Schidlavsky or Doctor Hofen
or Doctor Flatzer.

Q How were the other SS men in that room dressed?

A They were ail dressed as doctors, they were all wearing white coats.

Q liere there any charts on the walls of that room?

A There were some pictures on the walls o'r this room containing a
nude body of a man and there was one chart there with figures on it, an
A=B=C=D=f, and so on.

< When the Russian prisoners of war were led down the hall, where
were they then taken?

A They were tzken to the examination room.

PROSECUTION: Indicates on P-11 for identification a room, so-called
counseling room, on the left-hand side of the diagram.

Q What happened in the counseling room?

- The fussian prisoners of war had to stop in that counseling room

and were examined, they had to open their mouths and say, "Ah", and then he

was led one

(Zgoda = Direct)
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-

Q Who examined the Russiane?
A That was one of the non—commissioned officers. I don't know whether
it was Lerger, Bresser, or Dittrich.
PHOSECUTION: The prosecution wishes to make correct the translation.
I believe the witness said, whoever was there.
THE WITNESS: They were present there, Berger, Dittrich, Bresser,
Hilberger, and Bergt.
Q When the prisoners of war were brought into the consulting room
were thry brought in in groups or one at a time?
A They were taken in there one by one.
Q And when they were taken in there and examined one by one by the
various persons you have mentioned were any of thc;so persons doctors?
A No.
Q How were they dressed?
A white coats, 5SS cap and boots,.
Q After the fuesian prisoners of war were examined in the consulting
room where were they then taken?”
A Then they were taken to the height geuge so their height could be
measured and then they should be taken to be bathed into the batihroom.
Q Where was the height gauge located?
A The heipht gauge was located here.
PROSECUTION: Request that this exhibit be marked Prosecution's

Exhibit P=12 for identification.

(The exhibit referred to was marked Frosecution Exhibit P-12 for
identification.)

PROSECUTION: The witness has indicated a portion on Promecution's

kxhibit P-11 on the lower side, lower left-hand side of the consulting room.

3 Now Zgoda, come over here a minute?

(Whereupon the witness does as directed.)
Q hat does this represent?

A That represents the height gauge.

(Zgoda - Direct)
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Q Now when the prisoners of war were led from the consulting room
to the height gauge, where were you?
A I was here in this room.
PROSECUTION: Indicating a position directly to the left of the
height gauge.
Q Did you see the neight gauge all the time?
A Yes, whenever I entered this room in order to drag out the prisoners
of war who had collapsed.
PROSECUTION: llow will you come over to Prosecution's hxhibit P=12
for identification?
(Whereupon the witness did as directed.)
Q Now will you tell the court what tiat represents?
A That is the height gauge and the little cabin where the 55 men were
standing behind.
Q Will you attempt to demonstrate to the court how the Hussian
prisoners of war were brought up to the height gauge?
A I don't know whether Berger, Bresser, Moeckel, or Hilberger were
present, one of the accused took them there from this side.
PRHOSECUTION: There is another correction of the translation. I
believe the translation should be, whoever was there.
INTERPRETER: I believe that is the same thing.
PROSECUTION: lo it isn't because they were not all there at the
same time. Will the reporter read back the question nlease?
(Whereupon the reporter read back the last question.)
THE WITNESS: They were led by the hand and whenever they entered
through this gate they were led along here with their backs to this instrument.
PROSECUTION: The witness has moved from left to right across the
front of Prosecution's Lxhibit P<)2 for identification, with his back to the

exhibit stopping directly in the ce:ter of the exhibit.

(Zgoda - Direct)
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o \hen the prisoner of war reached the position in which you are
now standing wnat happened?

A The 55 man who wae standing next to him would tap against the wall
with his foot.

PROSECUTION: The witness has demonstrated by tapping the bottom
of exnibit P=12 for identification with his foot.

‘ What would happen then?

A And at that moment the shot was fired and the prisoner would
collapse,

Q From where was the shot fired?

A Through the slit.

A And by whom was the shot fired?

A Whoever was on duty there, meaning Moeckel, Hilberger, Dittrich,
Bergt, or one of the others.

Q Wlere you in a position to see who wzs on duty behind the slit?

A Yes, when we entered the room out of which the prisoners were
dragged I could see that “erger was in there, or Dittrich, or Bresser and
I could also see them when they left the room, ut;en they relieved eachother
and I could see that they were still wearing cellophane shields in front of
their foreheads.

< Yy did they wear tha cellophane shield in front of their foreheads?

A So the blood wouldn't splurge into the face of the SS man.

Q llow returning to Prosecution's wmxhibit P-11 for identification,
when the corpse would collapse, indicating again the height gauge, what would
you do?

A e went in there together with two men and we took them oy the arms
and legs and we dragged them out into this room.

PRCSLCUTION: Indicating the room labled way of the corpses.

- What did you do then?

A Then we waited for another siot to be fired sc we could drag the
next victim out.

(Zgoda - Direct) 20
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Q  How many victims were dragged into that one room at a time, the
room called "The ‘/ay of the Corpses"?

A There were 30 to 35 men at a time and then the car would arrive
and then they were loaded up there,

PROSECUTION: You may be seated.

(Whereupon the witness resumed his seat.)

Q  Vhen these prisoners of war collapsed, after they had been shot in
the back of the head, did they usually die immediately?

A Various ones of them, yes and others did not die.

Q What happened to those who did not die directly as a result of the
shot in the back of the head? :

A They had a knife and they were stabbed by means of that knife and
some of them were given a mercy shot. |

Q Do you know the accused Verner Alfred Berger?

A Yes.
Q Is he in the courtroom at the present time?
A Yes.
Q  Will you indicate him to the court? '
A The first man sitting there. °
PROSECUTION: Willthe court designate numbers for these various
accused?

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense objects until after the identification
by thg witness.
PROSECUTION: Well he has now identified him.
PRESIDENT: The court will designate number one for the accused
Berger who has just been identified.
Q Did you know Helmuth Friedrich Bergt?

A Yes.

(Zgoda = Direct)
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Q
A

> L& » DO

designate

Which is he?

The second one.

PROSECUTION: Indicating the second from the left as Bergt.

Will the court designate a nuuber?

PRESIDENT: The court will designate number two for the accused Bergt.
Do you know the/:::::od in the dock?

Yes,

From left to right who are they?

Moeckel.

PROSECUTION: Indicating the accused on the right. Will the court
a number for Moeckel?

PRESIDENT: Number six.

Who else do you know?

The second one, Hilberger.

PROSECUTION: Indicating the second one from the right. ¥Will the

court designate a number?

» O » O

designate

o

PRESIDENT: The court will designate number five to Hilberger.
Do you know one Horst Dittrich? ‘

Yes.

Which is he?

The black one.

PROSECUTION: Indicating the third from the right. Will the court
a numbe r?

PRESIDENT: The court will designate number four for Littrich.
Do you know Josef Bresser?

Yes.

Is he in the courtroom?

Yes, he is.

Which one is he?

The third from the left side.

(Zgoda = Direct) 22
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PROSECUTION: Indicating the third accused from the left. i1l
the court designate a number?
PHESIDENT: Number three for the accused Dresser.
PHOSECUTION: Let the record show that the accused has properly
identified the six accused as they now are seated in the dock.
Q When the Russiar prisoners of war were brought into the horse-stable
from whers were they recoived?
A They came to buchenwald from .einar,
Q Were they taken directly into Bonentration Camp Buchenwald, or
to the horse-stable?
A They were taken directly to the horse-stable.
Q How were they taken?
A They were driven to the horse-stable bj a truck.

») Now referring to the accused Berger, did you ever see him at the

horse-stable?
A Yes.
Q When did you first see him at the horse-stable?
P Berger 1 saw in April 1942. d ,
Q Did you ever see Berger in the examination room?
A Yes.
Q How was he dressed?
A White coat, SS cap and boots.
Q Did you ever see Berger behind the wall of the height gauge?
A Yes,

Did you ever see Berger shoot any of the Hussian prisoners of war

£

that were brought in before that height gauge?

A Yes,

Q To your knowledge how many tines did you actually see Bberger
behind that wall?

A I saw Berger behind that wall six or seven times,

(Zgoda - Direct)
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Was there anyone else behind the wall with Berger when he was there?

Q

A No, Berger was alone.

Q And while Berger was there were prisoners of war shot?

A I do not understand that.

Q Wihile Berger was behind the wall were any of the prisoners of war
shot in the back of the head?

A Berger was standing behind the wall and Dittrich led that man in
front of the height gauge.

Q Was there one or more prisoners of war shot by---=

DEFENSE COUMSEL: The defense objects to the interjection of the
words, prisoners of war. Up to this time there has been no mention of prisoners
of war in the charge sheet and I do not think the testimony of the witness up
to this time is definite enought to ascertain that they were prisoners of war.
We cun at least stick to the charge.

PROSECUTION: I think he answered to the question, "How did you
know they were prisoners of war?", "Because they wore Hussian uniforms".

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. "

Q Approximately how many prisoners of war u;n shot during one
operation by Berger, if you know?

A If there were many, 700, 500, or 300 people there they relieved
each ot.ho;; but each time when Berger was standing behind that wall 30 to 35
were shot.

Q Where you present near that height geuge when this took place to
carry out the bodies?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever see Helmuth Bergt at the horse-stable?

A Yes.

(8goda - Direct)
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When did you first see him?
Bergt I saw in November 1941.
Did he take part on occasion in the examination room?

He was at the examination room and he was also present at the

other room.

S © » © » © » © » ©

g
g

= £ p»

Berger in
A
-
about the

A

> o

> O

What do you mean by, other room? .

Behind the height gauge.

How was he dressed?

That shield, cap, white coat and boots.

Did you see Bergt take part in any of the shootings?

Yes,

From when to when did you see him in tﬁoso various shootings?

I saw Bergt from November 1941 until January or February 1942.

Vlere you presemt near Itho height gauge when Bergt was there for
ing?

Yes.

And did you carry out the bodies? ‘

Yes.

Now going back to Bérgvr, how long a period of time did you see
and about the horse-stable?

I saw him from April 1942 until kXay 1943.

Now referring to one Josef Bresser, did you ever see him in and
horse stable?

Yes.

Did you ever see him in the examination room?

Yes,

How was he dressed?

SS uniform, white coat, cap and boots,.

(Zgoda = Direct)
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Did you ever see Bresser behind the height gauge?
Yes.
From when until when?

Fram April 1942 until 1943.

O » O » D

Did Bresser do anything else besides participate in the activities
inside the horse-stable?

He drove the bodies from the horse-stable to the crematory.

When you say he drove, what do you mean?

He drove the corpses by means of a truck to the crematorye

Will you describe that truck to the court?

That was a five-ton truck.

Will you describe the body of the truck?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A It was the same as t!-uckn have gomrally' only there was a special
box inside the truck.
Q For what, purpose was this box used?

A So the blood would not be dripping out of the truck because that
truck was plated with zinc plates,

PRESIDENT: Court will recess for twenty minutes.

(whereupon court recessed at 1040 hours.)

(Zgoda = Direct)
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' (Wherewon court reconvened at 1055 hourss )

PRESIDENT: Cowt will come to order.

PIOSECUr ION: Let the record show that ell the members of the
court , prosecit ion, the defense and the accuced are mesent, There isa
rew interrreter and a new reporter to be sworn,

PHESIDENT: The court has appointed Mr. V. E, Velte as court
interpreter. He will be svorn.

(#mereupon Mr, W. E. Velte, U.S. Civilisn, wos swom as court
interpreter,)

PIESIDENT: The court has eppointed Mr, William Rust as court
reporter. He will be evarn,

(#¥nereuon Mr. William fust, U.S. Civilian, was sworn as court reporters)

PROSECUTION: The witness is revinded that he is still under oath.

If there are ary persons in the courtroom who expect to testify
here either on hehalf of the rosecution ar the defense, they will leave the
courtroom immediately,

MARIAN ZGODA, celled as a witness by e prosecution, resumed the stand,
and being reminded that he wes still under oeth, cortinued to testify through
an interpreter as followss

DIHECT EXAMINATION '(continued)
QESTIONS BY FROSECUTIONS

Q On th e occasions vhen you saw Bresser behind the height gage,
did you see him do ary shooting?

A Yes,

Q Ard on that occasion or on thoee occasions did you carry out the
bodi es? 7

A You will have to spsek rore slowly. Yes, 'I carried the bodies

EW' .

(Zgoda=Direct)
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Did you ecver see Horst Dittrich in and #zbowt the harse stable?
Yes.

Vhen urtil when?

From November of '41 until February 1942.

Did you see hiu there on many occeasions?

He was there everydaye. He wes resent every time the transport

Did vou ever see him in the examining room?

Yes. °
How wes he dressed?

Ir. 2 white coat, boots, and = vi sored ‘capy and he had a celluloid
front of his fo rehead,

Did you ever see hin behind the wall of the height gepe?

Yes.

Did you ever sec him shoot any of these prisorers of war?

Yes, I saw thate

Did you carry out the bodies?

I carried the bodies awaye.

las there anyone el se mresent behind the wall when Dittrich was

there on the occasion of these shootings?

A lloe
Q Did vou ever see Hilberger in and ebout the horse stable?
A Yes.
| Q Did vou sce him in the examining room?
- Yese
(Zgoda-Direct)
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Q How wes he dressed?

A Thne sume vay zas all the others, white cozt, boots and v isored cep.

< Did you ever see hinm behind the heirht gage?

I3 Yes,

q Dif you ever =ce him do any shooting?

' Tes.

G Did you carxy out the bodies afterward?

A Yese

Q From vhen towhen édd you see Hilberger abo:t the horse st=ble?

A From November '41 until February or Mcrch '4L2.

G Did you ever see Moeckel—the accused Moeckel=in and about the
horse stable?

A Yes,

< Dic you ever see him in the examining ro am?

A Tesa

< How was he dressed?

a White coal, boots, und vieorcd cepe

# Did you ever see him behind the hd.j'.t.'gago?

A Yes,

o] Did he do any {iring?

a Yes.

Q Did you carry out the bodies afterward?

A Yes. )

X s engorg present behind the height gege when Moeckel was there?

A NOW i

(] Froa vhen to when did you see Moeckel in and 4bout the horse stable?

A From Noverber '4) until Junuary or February 'L
(Zgoda=Direct)
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|

<

Wow will you step over to Prosecition's Exhibit P-11 for

identification arain nlecse,

(hereipon the vdtness did as directed,)

<

Wilere there any medical charte on the walls of any of the rooms

in that horse stable?

n

-~
A

Here in this space (indicating).
PHOSECUTION: Irdicating the consulting room.
What was the nature of those medicel charts?

They were pictures o the humen body naked and then thearc was a

chart there vWith letters——A, E, C, and so on,

f
-

Now referring to that consultirg roam, is that the room in which

you saw all gix of the accused now before the corrt at one time or another?

A

<

In this space here, Thalt's the consulting roome

You may retum to your chair,

(Whereupon the vdtness did as directed,)

<

You referred in your testimony earlier this morning to the

mercy shots, Did any of thesc accused a2t 2any time ive a mercy shot?

A

-

-

A

-~

f
Ies. d

vhich one?
Dittriche

Did jou see that?
Tes,

When thc todes were piled up in the mam which 1s mertioned as

"way of the corpses" on Prosecution's Exhibit P11 for idemntification, the

mercy shots were civen to those wio were still alive, is that not a fact?

A

Yes, those who were an the top of the piles Those who were

undernsath the rile were still 2live,

(Zgode=Direct)
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< Wore there psome bodies talen from the horse stible still alive?
A Yoo o
] Where were thore bol s takon? !

n They loaded them on the truck aml they ware driven tc the cremtory.
Q In the harse stable when the Mussian prisoners of wer would be
brought in, was any music playing?

A VT I

. Q Wat wes the nature of Lthe music?

A kverything that cane by way of rudio, and the 85 people vwould sing
to the mueic,

Q Where viere the radio loud-speukers located? You may go to
Froseoution's ixhibit P=ll for ident 1fication,

A 'l'i'uum is ore here (indicating).

PHOSICUTIONS Indlesting the loud-sp eeker marksd as such in the
right=hand roan of the horse stuble,

G Were the loud-speakers anyvhere else?

A The re is one over here too, in the consulting room.

. FOSuC!TI0Ns Indicating t he upper rlg}ut.-hr.m corner of the
consulting roaum,

G wis the music soft or loud or medium?

A lo, the music was played very lowd,
Q Whe t wes the purpose of the music, if you Imow?

A I cssume that th e purpose of the music was to prevert those who
who were coming un to the spot one by ore to hear the groaning and cries
of the people who were there in the pile of corpses,

Q Will the witness please answer the question. VWhat was the

purvose of the music, if you know?

(Zg0da=Direct)
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A The purpose wae to revent those who were coming up to the spot
to £ind out-=to hear thet others had been shot to death,

Q If you inow, were any especizl ewards given to those who participated
in the sctivitiee in the horse stable, €ther in the examining room or behind
the height gage?

A For all those who were presemt in the horse stable sametniry was
siven.e They all pot something.

« Wiell, what did they get?

A They zot bread ard sausage, and thgy elso drank coffee ond "shnapps"
and pot cigars and cdgarettes.

Q liow was that part of the reguler ratign or was it in addition to
the regular ration?

A Tla t was an extrs ration,

Q ligre any of those who participated in the activities in the horse
stable, either in the consulting room, the exarinirg roam, or behind the
hed ght gage, decorated?

A Yes, they got Iron Cross No. 2.

Q were any o the accused awarded a deco'ration?

A Yes.

G Wwhich ones?

A Hilberger, Dittrich, Fresser and Berger,

Q During the shootings in the harse stable, did you ever hear any
order read with respect to the prisners of war?

A

A No. There wes no other list 2t hand except the war list with the

N wer numbers of the Hussian prisoners of war--the numbers which the prisoners

vere wearinge

(2gode~Direct)
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< Were there any officers presert dwrin; these shootings?

A Yes, the adjutant was theres That was the Adjutant Schmidt and
the 1 ader of the protective custody camp Schutert or Guss.

Q Were they all uresent on 21l occasicns, or was there just one
of ficer there 7 a time?

h Cne wae there,

Did the of ficers teke nmart in any of the shootines?

o

A Nos

Q The Huscian General Kushnir Kushraref, was he a member of the
camp staff, or wes he 2 prisoner in the camp?

A He was & prisoner in the camp.

Q Now what was his duty--as an interpreter?

A He was interpreter. He was interpreter for the captive prisoners
of war-——the lussians.

Q Low many times did you sce Bergt actually take pert in shootings?

A Two or three times. J

PrOSECUTION: You may cross examine, .
CROSS FANL INATICN

JQESTIONS EY DEFENSE COUNSELS

Q Zgoday you have identified t!is exhibit here and you state that
it is a correct reproduction, is that correct, of the horse stable at
Buchenwald?

A Ye¢s, the horse steables

. Ard from here to here (indicating) is vhere your duties were all

the time that you worked in the hase stable, isn't that correct?

A Yo, I 2l® werked inside the consulting roam ag welle

(Zgoda=Cross) 13
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@  Youmean this room right here (indicsting), is that correct?

a lese

™

« Is thet the only other nlece in the horse stable that you worked?
A lo, we also even vwent farther than that.
& Vet was your station of duty irn the horse stable durin; execu-
tions—your official station of duty?
A This line here from up there down to the measurcgage (indicating).
o « Here (inddcating)?
QA les.
You were 2 cavo at Buchenwald, veren't you?
A Noe
Q Did _you have » pass during the executions to be over in this
room (indicating)? .
A Noe
L  How many times were you in this roam right here (indicating)?
A I was there every time an execution toock place.

L )

you carry out your duties of carrying the bodi'es away from the shooting

If you were here every time an execution took place, how cauld

here (indicating)?
PHOSECUTION: Objected to es being argumertative, if the court

PEESIDENT: Do you want to reframe that juestion?
QUESTICNS BY DEFENSE CCUNSELS

You s tate thet ycur stationof duty 2t the horse stable was

-
from here to hare (indicsting), is that correct?

A Yes, brt I also had Lo carry out corpses from over there (indicsting)e

(2z0de=Cro sc)
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&  hat corpses d¥ you carry out from over here (indiccoting)?

R A Those who had parts of their body amputated and were shot to

death from there,

Q You mean to tell us that thay executed prisoncre over in that
room aleo, is thot correct?

A Those who had mo legs and no arme or couldn't walk, they were
shoved dovn to the floor with their face downvard, then siot to “eath, and
then we had Lo carry their bodies out of that room.

Q dere you the only man on duty here carrying btodies from this
point to thris roint (indiecating)?

A Mo, four of us worlked there, ;

Q Now, isn't it true that this room rigit here (indicat ing) was
totally dork?

A Yes.

q A @ you state yet that this is the correct measurement of

the hole vhere the prisoners were diot throuh?
{ A This slot is too amall, The orip,in&]; slot wee L1 ger--was longer,
»} Ard you mean to tell us here today that i.!‘ th is wae 211 darkened
behind this slot and you were stending approximstely here vhere I hold
this stide that you could Lell and identify a person behind that wall
vhere 1t was dark, is that correct?

A Yes, because they approached the wall from behind with their
frces so closely that yon could see them clearly,

Q Isn't it correct that the orly entrence through this room right
N here (indlcating) was right here (indi cating)? |

* 1‘;5-

(Zgoda=Cross)
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Q Wat month e yesar did you see Bergt st the hoise stable?

A From November 'L until Febrwry "42 1 saw Lergt.

S Whet d44 this Husselean of flcer that ws stationed out 11 the
room on the Meht of the chart=evhet did he translate to these Huselan
prisorers as they were brought into the stull e?

A lie merely told them to Lake off their clothes wnd to deposit thelr
valuables and thelr papers next to them on the table,

& Did you ever see thet suw Hussian officer in the mo=called
consulting room on the chart?

h hos

9 How many timee did you say you saw Bergt at the horse stable?

A 1 saw Uerpt from November 'Ll until February '42.

Q Dldn't they stil) keep horses in the horse stable in November
1941, in Bucherwald?

A No, there weren't any more horses there then,

< When did they teke the horses away?

A 1 don't know,

Q liere you a.hown pletures of the accua;d that are in the dock
here today before you came to the courtroom here?

A lo.

« You viere never confronted vith the accused at any time previous
to trial?

A Not before the beginning of the trial,

< You never appcared here as a witness in the line-ups that were
conducted here at Dachau?

A Yes.,

(Zgoda=Cross)
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Q Wieren't you confronted with these accused on such an occasion?

A Ies.

Q were you able to identify each one of these men on that occasion?
A Icse

Q Was anything seid to you on that occasi on wher th ese men were
paraded across the stage thet they were members of Commando 997

A llo.

(] How many SS men besides the accused here in the dock do you
remember seeing arourd the horse stable?

A All those who are gitting here on the bench.

Q In addition to these sitting here in the docks

A I saw Pleissner, Koenig, Kott, Warmstedt, Stubel, Helbig, Hofen.
Now I'm taellkdng about the doctors, and Schudlowski, and Dr, Rogge and
Dr., Platzer and Schubert, leader of the motective custody camp, amd
Gust, second leader of the protective custody camp, and Florstedt, I saw
him also, and I once saw Koch in the horse stabley and Sarno from the
political division.

Q Now Koch was the commancant at Buch enWiald at that & ime when you
saw him there, wasn't he?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall the name of the lczal officer that was presemt there
during these executions?

PAOSECUTION: Objected to as rot beirg cross examination. I con't

think eanythirg has come into the cazse y<t stating that a legal officer was

present,

(2goda~Cross)
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DEFZENSE COUNSEL: You asked him vhether there were officers
rresent and I think he might not heve gone &ll the vay,.
PIOSECUTION: Ask him that question,--vhether any other officers
were [resent.
DEFIISE COUNSEL: Does the court wish me to reframe the cuestion?
PRESIDENT: Yes,
QUESTIONS BY DEFEMSE CCUNSEL:
Q Do you recall eny other officers being present?
A No.
Q Yias any one of these officers present a legal officer?
A Ajutant Schmidt.
) Adjutent Schmidt was known as the legal officer at the execution,
ics that o rmect? .
A Schmidt was resent svery time an exccution took place.
) How many execut ions did you attend?
A I was there from '41 until May of '42.
Q Didn't you testify on direct examination t,h-=t a number of these

85 men vor king there at the stable wore shieldsfover their eyes, is that

correct?

A liot all. COnly those who stood behind the wall there and dicd the
chootinge

Q Isn't it true thot & number of th ese Russian prisoners were

carrying typhus wher they were broyght in there at the stable on these

occasions?

A That isn't true at all, The SS merely talked them into believing

that they had typhus. |,

(2goda~Cro ss)
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Q

v

How large was this dagger that you testified about that was

used to give the "coup de ;race"?

A

-

The blade wae 10 to 15 centimeters Jonge.

You stated that the truck that carried the bodies away was

driven by PBresser, is that ocorrect?

~

B
A

“

Yes.
Then you stated that it vae a five-ton truck, is that correct?
Yos, that was a five-ton trucke

Isn't 4t true thet they only had 23=ton trucks in your motor

pool at Puche rnwald?

A

Well, I'm mot co sure about that, I'm rot sure whaether there

vwere only two=ton trucks or orly five-twon trucks there.

<
K

You are not positive about that thén, is that correct?

Whenever we talked sbout i1t, it was always mentioned thst that

was & {ive-ton truck,

~

-

A

Thet is just your guess, or do you lmow definitely?

I heard that from the other prisoners who always said that that

was a five-ton trck,

Q
\ A

\J

‘
How do you know the accused here in the dock received decorations?

Because 1 saw that they were called to the office of the Adjutant

Schmidt end that they there received their decoration, an Iron Cross 2nd

ChBBQ

-

I sew them wearing it.

As a corpse bearer here in this estable on this chart shown in

the cowrtroom, where did you enter the stable when you came there for duty?

A

-

I came fram this side here vhen I went to work.

Will you go over to the chart and show us where you entered,

(Whe rewson the vitness did es directed,)

a

(Zgoda=Cross)
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Q fou may retwn te your seat,

(Vhe reupon the dtness did as directed, )

i Now you stated thet you were not at any time while you were at
Puchenvald a capo, ie that correct?

A Yes, that's right.

&

Do you recall the Eisenach detail at Bucherwald?

A I merely heard that there was an Eisenach—-than an Eisenach existed.

a

You never worked on that detail?
A lioe
Q Did you ever hear that this detail ever performed any executions?
A I belicve that hangings to death——exgcutions by the noose took
place on thet deteil same time or other, _

Q How do you know hangings took place on that detail?

A Because Bresser was & driver of the notor pool, he drove out
there with a truck to get the capo of the crematory and Viarrant Officer of' the

8S Helbig to pick up bodies,

4] Isn't it true thet you were on this detail one time and participated
L
in & hanging? s
A No.
-
Q You deny ever being on that detail &t any time?

A That's right.
2 Did you have any sort of specizl permission to roam around the
stable while you were on duty there at the execut ions?

A Yes, when we were called to the horse steble in the evening,
we had to take care of our work and then we had to go into the room at the

other end and to clean up and wash--clean up blood which was sprayed around,

and had to leac wp the clothes of the people who hzd been shot to deathe

(Zgode=Cro es)
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Q were you not an intemee here at Dachau at one t ine?
A Nos
Q As a natter of fact, during the line=up didn't you ask Bergt
whether or not he was ever in Buchenwald?
S Nos _
DEFENSE COWShLl No further que st ions,
PRESIVENT: Redirect?
PROSECUTION: No further gquestions on redirect,
PRESIDINT: Any questione 4f the court? There appear to be none.
The witness can be excused.
(\‘Mcreupon the witness was excused and vithdrew from the courtroom,)
FIOSICUTICN: The grosecution calls &s its rext witness Hermann
Halbige If the court please, the witness has been browght over here
Inwluntarily by the mosecution from the War Crimes Prison at Landsberg
where he is under sentence of death far his participation in the Buchenwald
Concentration Camp-~for his activities in the canp and in the horse stable,
It therefore may become necessary durin; the course of the examination to
declare this witness a hostile witness, ¢

HERMANN HELBIG, called as 2 witness by the mosecution, being first
duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as followss

DIRECT EXAMINATION
LJESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:
< “hat is your full name?
A Hermann Helbig,
Q where and when were you born?
A On the 7th of June, 1902, in Muechlberg on the Elbe Riven
« What is your nationality?
A Ge man,

(Eelbig-Direct)
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ﬂ‘()

< In November and December 1941 were you on duty at the Buchenwald
Concentiation Canp? |

" To, ]

Q What were your dut des at that time?

A I wae put in the puard chambter in 1941, Starting at the end of
1942 T tad duty in the crematory and starting with 1944 1 laft Bucherwald,

Q What vas your rank frem November 1941 untdl May 19437

A Warrent officer, 83,

4] Lo you krnow of the so=called Commardo 997

“ Comrardo 99 1e a title given an apparstus but sctually 1L was an
exscution detail,

Q hrd where did this extecution detdl function?

A They performed their duties in & horse steble,

Q Come over here to the wall ard look at Prosecution's Exhibit P-ll
for idertification and tell the court vhat it represents,

(Whersupon the witness did as directed,)

A That 1s tle point of the horse stal.le exactly, The installatione

f
up here ere copied exactly from the installations at' Oranianburg and

Sachserhausen, The horse stable was split up into two sectione, and in
ore big space all the comuissars and the ppliticnl reonle were brouyht to
the horse stable by the political police. These commissars were brought by
railroad up to Veimar and from there they were brough to Buchenwald urder
zusrd of the \ehrmacht or the police. The record-keeper of the—wa Staff
Sergeant would usually teke care uof receiving these prisoners at the camp,
and the prisorers were turned over here in the stall,
PROSECUTICMNs Indicating the room on the right of the diagram,
A (continuing) The commissars were driven up on this side here,

They were unloaded here and vent through this door (indicating) am! went

(Helbig=Direct) 42
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'\J
into thie big room, At the same moment that th ese oomm sa.trs entorsd
this roam, Lwo gusrds were placed there with machine pistols for security
purposes. Thet's the same way it oocurs here ever:day in Dachau now,
There was & puard here at this door ard & cuerd at this door, and besides
that there were Lhres exblra cvuspds rlor secutity purposes oultsids of the
bud 1ding on this elde ard up front there on that side, and there we a
special puard for eseourity purposes Lhere st the widdle door, there at that
. aentrarce (indieating),

FROSECUTIONS  Yraleeting the deor in the ndddle tep portion of
Froseoution's Jathivit P=11 for ident ifiestion,

0 Before you m any furthsr, what type of uniform did these
prisonere have that were led into that room?

A At the beginning these ocommissars were usually ¢ lothed 11? uniforms
of‘ the German police or Wehrmacht and later on they were clothed in rags,
many of them,

Q Whet other types of unifarm 4id they wear?

A A uniform with the color of the HRuseian prisoners of wer, The

. commissars had caps, grey with & red stripe, - |

Q How many of them were brought in there at e time?

A It all depended how the transports arrived. Sometimes ten &t
tines, sometimes 15, and sometimes 25; sometimes 50,

Q were there any times whern there were more than 07

A I can't remember,

Q For how long a period of time were thgy brousht into the horse
stable? From when to when?

A\l

A These commissars were usuzlly brouzht in in the evening.

(Helbig-Direct)
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. ' Q From vhere were they brought?
A hccording to the tales which the Gorman police reople and the

soldier: of the Wehrmacht told me, these reople, these commissers, hac been

ot
| picked out of various cemps for Russian prisoners of war where they had been
£, hiding in disguise. They were pidked out of the prisoners of war by their
; \ own comrades--other rrisoners of war--end reported to the leader of the camp
. ' anr—l told that they were commissars. In that way their identity was revealed.
PROSLCTTION: Take your seat over there.
(Whe reupon the vitness did as directed.)
Q The infarration which you have just told the court is what you heard,
ie it not?
A No.
Q How do you know it of your cwn knowledge?
A You mean that they were commissars?
Q The infarmation you heve just given the court in reply to the
last cquestion. All right, how do you know they were Russian commissaries?
. A As a result of the order from Berline.

( Did you see the order?

A Yes.

Q Wre t did the order say?

A I didn't sey anyt hing more about this order fa the reason that
the ke ever of the record and because the Adjutant was simultaneously court
officer ard the recard-keeper was lst Sergeant and they were accused in the
Buchenweld cese.

Did you see the order fram Berlin?

%

A ‘.’es.

(Helbic-Direct)
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2 What did the order say?

A& Thet was a2 document from the main office of the National Security
Service. Inthe letter head on the left side on the top there was the
word "secret" printed there in black., Undernezth that stood the "National
Office for Netiomal Security, Berlin®", and the official mark for the letter,
and to the right, the date, and the text is as follows: Tie following
Russian politiczl commisszrs whose names 2rs rentioned below are to be
executed zs soon as the transport arrives. HReceipt of execution asked for.
And then the names of the commissaries were mentioned--listed: the Srst name,

date of birth, and below a sirmature. I can't remember the signature ary mores

—

How many times did you see such an order?

O

A I saw it orce,

Q How many times did you teke rert in executions in the horse stable?
p 7 I person:1ly was the re about 4O timese

Q Was the sme execution order read each ore of the 40 times?

A I can't sgy that because I wasn'l there, but I know that the names
were compareds

Q On the 30 to 4C occasions you were there, was an execution order
read? A

not

A I vas/there when the prisoners were turned in, that is, not alwayse

Q On the 30 to LO occasions when you were there in the horse stable
st the executions, did you hear an execution order read. It can be answered
yes or noe

a les.

Q Did you hear it on each of the LO occasions?

A I can't remember that because I wesn't always there, but I can
remerber that on one occasion it was read by the lst Sergeant Thalmann,

PRESIDENT: The court will recess until 1215 hours.
(Whereuvon the court recessed at 1155 hourss)

(Helbig=Direct) 45
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1315 hours.)

PRESIDENTs The court is open.

PROSECUTION: Let the record show that all the members of the court,
the prosecution, the defense anc the accused are present in court. If
the court please there is a new interpreter and & new reporter to be sworne

(Mereupon Stanley Feldman, U.S.Civilian, was sworn as court interpreter,
and Yiss Vera D.Carter, British Civilian, was sworn as court reporter.)

PRESIDENT: If there are any persons in the court who expect to
testify, will they please leave the court room.

HERMANN HELBIG, called as a witness by the prosecution, resumed the
stand and being reminded that he was still under oath, testified fur ther
through an interpreter as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION (Ctd.)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q We will zo back to exhibit p-11 for identification. Now when the
prisoners were taken from the room where they undressed , where were they
taken and how?

A From the room in which they indressed they went through this door.
At this place there was a guard, from this door they were led to the double

door, this door was opened by a guard, then t'he Russian was led through

this way (indicating) to this room (Indicating the so-called Consulting Room) .

Q What took place in the room to which you have just pointed, shown
on the exhibit as the Consulting Koom?

A This room - the Consulting Room?

< What did it contain?

A There was & table with a telephone. This telephone had the number
99, on the walls were three pictures, one with a skeleton of a human being,
and the other pictures on contaminating diseases.

Q Were there any SS men in that room?

A Yes, sir.
Q How many?
er
A At this time there was a rerort, whose name was Thalmann, later on

the job which was done by Thalmann was done oy Hupfer.

(Helbig-direct) L6
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« What other SS men were in that room?

A Then there was an S8 man who performed the so-called examinations,
then the presence of an S5 physician, who was always an officer.

Q Were the SS men who performed the so-called examinations, medical
men ¥
4 a No, but there was a physician present who gave the directives.

9 What type of examination was given the Kussian FOW who was present
in that room?

A They looked at his chest, his mouth and sometimes into his eyes, and
whether if he had lice on hims.

Q How many Russian POWs were examined in that Consulting Room at ome
time?

A Always one at the time.

Q From there, where was the Kussian POW taken?

A From this room he was led through a dcl,or. There was a part of the
wall like this one (indicating prosecution exhibit P-12 for identification.)

Q How were the SS men who were in the consulting room dressed?

A All members of this detail were bound to wear white coats, the white
coats were impregnated.

Q When the Russian POWs were brought frdm the Consulting Room to the
section of the wall which you say looked like prosecution exhibit P=12 for
identification, what happened?

A There was always an S5 non-oomﬂuionad officer who took the Russian
by his right arm and put him with the back of the Russien towards the wall,

Q Will you indicate to the court just how the Russian stood?

A (Indicating) With his back to the wall, the feet next to the wall,
the Russian was kept by his arm, he leaned with his head on the wall, and over
his head there was an apparatus for measuring. After the Russian was put
there, the S8 man who kept the Russian by his arm, gave then a sign and the
man who stood behind the wall shot the Kussian through his neck. After the
shot was fired the Russian collapsed mostly in the direction from the walle

Q During this procedure was there any music being played in the horse

stable?
(Helbigwdirect) L7
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A Yes, sir.

- Where was the music being played?

A The small room, which was next to the big room (indicating radio
room on prosecution exhioitP-11 for identification and also indicating
loud speakers in the large room on the right of the horse stable as shown
in prosecution exhibit F-11 for identification). There was a big radio
in this room which could be used as a phonozraph at the same time. From
this radic there was a connection by wire to two loud speakers whichwere
located on both sides of the door. The radio played so loud that one could
not hear from the big room where the Russians were being undressed, the shots
fired over there (indicating the part of the diagram showing the height of
the gauge).

< What was the purpose of the music?

A So that the shots could not be heard.

Q fihat was the purpose of the examination which was conducted in the
Consulting Room?

A That I cannot tell because the physician was present.

Q What was the normal method of signalling to the SS man behind the
wall so that he might shoot? '

A Helnocked with his head or with his foot on the wall,

Q As a POW was shot and he fell forward, did he die immediately?

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I object to this question to this particular
witness. This witness hus never testified that these prisoners were POWs,
This witness has only called them commissars.
FROSECUTIONs I will reframe the question.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q When this Kussian was shot and fell forward, did he die immediately?

A The first moment not, besides one couldn't find that out,

Q Was it necessary at any time to administer mercy shots?

A Yes, that happened from time to time.

Q Approximately how many different SS men took rart in the operations

at the horse stable during the period of time you were there?

A The strength of the detail was approximately 21. It happened

(Helbig-direct) 43
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. often that one of the non-commissioned officers was assigned to this
detail and could not come because he was on duty somewhere else, - anyway,
there was always the necessary number present.

Q To what branch of the staff of Buchenwald concentration camp did
these various members of the Commando belong?

A Most of them belonged to the department No. 1, departments 4 and 5
and some of them belonged to departmeat 3.

< Were they all members of the administration staff of Camp Buchenwald?

A With the exception of departments 3 and 1, they belonged to the
administration of the camp.

Q Were they all members of the so-called headquarters staff of Camp
Buchenwald?

A Yes, sir.

Q What were the usual ranks of those SS who participated in the
operations at the horse stable?

A Since the end of 1941 till the middle of 1942, all of them had
the high rank of SS Tech Sergeant.

Q After that?

A And after some of the members of the detail were transferred to
Lublin or were sent to the Front, some of the m;mbei'l of this detail were SS
. Sergeants.

Q Were extra rations received for participation in the activities of
the horse stable?

A At the beginning from time to time bread, butter and sausage was
igsued, from time to time cigarettes. I admit that I got myself from time
to time 2V cigarettes for my work.

Q Any Schnapps?

A Then every man got a fifth of a liter of schnapps.

Q Did you ever receive any reward in marks for your participation
or did the others receive any reward in marks for your participation in the
activities in the horse stable?

A 1 do not lmow whether the other NCOs :ot any money. 1 got 50 marks

for Xmas 1942. I signed a receipt at the SS First Sergeant's.

(Belbig-direct) L9
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Q

yourself,

o

camp?

Xmas"?

A

Just to refresh your memory, did anyone elee in d etail 99 besides
receive marks?
That I do not know.

Do you remember makin_ a statement on the 2lst February 1547 in this

Yes, sir.

Do you remember boing asked this question, "How much money did you

Yes.

Do you remember making this answer, "Detail 99 received 50 marks for

If that iswitten there, then I must have said it, (Looks at state-

ment) Yes, that's correct.

Q

And do you remember being asked this’questian, "When at Xmas did

you receive 5V marks?"?

A

<

> o » O

Q

Yes, sir.

And do you remember giving this answer, "Every Xmas"?

Maybe I have made a mistake in my statement.

Do you know the accused Dittrich?

Yes, sir. ¢ ’

Did you ever see Dittrich participate in the activities of Commando 997
Yes, sir.

How many times did you see Dittrich participate in the activities of

Commando 997

A

~

He belonged to this detail quite a time until he left Euchenwald.

Look around the court room and see if you can see Dittrich in the

court room?

A

No. 4.

PROSECUTION: Let the r ecord show that witness has correctly

jdentified the accused No. 4, beingz the accused Dittrich. .

QUESTIONS BY FROSBCUTION:

<

A

Did you ever see Dittrich participate in the shooting?

Yes, sir.

(Helbiz - direct)
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. Q How many times?

A It may n ve been once, twice, maybe three times, but I could not
tell the exact number.

Q What type of weapon did he use?

an Standard pistol calibre 7.65.

Q How far from Dittrich were you standinz when he fired?

A I sew hiz enter, I was at a distance of about 6 or 8 meters, then I
was together with him in the room where he fired the shots.

Q Did you actually see him fire shots?

A Yes.

< How many shots did he fire?

A There are two clips, every clip has 7 rounds.

"] Would there normally be onec or two men behind the wall which looked
like prosecution F=12 for identification? .

A That depends, sometimes there were two men and sometimes only one.

< But you were actually there when Dittrich did some shooting?

A Yes, I saw him when he fired the shots.

< Do you know Wiegand Hilberger?

A Yes, sir.

Q Is he here in this court room? t
A No. 5.

PROSECUTION: Let the record show that the witness has properly
jdentified the accused No. 5 as being Wiegand Hilberger.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:
< Was Hilber:zer a member of Commando 997

A Yes, he belonged to this detail.

Q How many times did you see Hilberger around the horse stable?

A Hilberzer was there only a short time because he was all the time
sick.

Q How many times did Hilberger shoot, if you know?-

A I didn't see Hilberger fire shots.

< Did you see hix in the vicinity of the horse stable while the

operations of the horse stable were in progress?

51



QA 3-VC=Berger~11/25-7

A fes, sir.

< What kind of uniform was -Hilberger wearing?
. A He had the grey uniform.

Did he ever wear a white coat?

£

A Yes, he also had a white coat.

< Did you see him in the Consultinz Room?

A Thet may be, I do not remember that, but anyway when the detail
was there on duty, he was there.

Q How often did the detail go on duty while you were a member of the

"' detail?

A I myself was there approximately 40 times, and since in the meantime
I was on transports to the out camps 1 was not there all the time, and how
many times detail 99 was there on duty, I do no't know.

Q Now from when to when were you on dutj— with detail 997

A From the end of 1941 till the shooting ceased, that means till the

middle of 1943, although the detail existed till 1944.

Q Do you know Werner Berger?

A Yes, sir.

Q Is he in the court room? (
A No. 1.

PROSECUTION: Let the record show that the witness has correctly

jdentified No. l., being the accused .ierner Berger.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q Was he a member of the detail Commendo 997

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you see him in and around the stable during the activities of
the horse stable?

A Yes, sir.

< Did you ever see Derger participate in the shooting in the horse
stable behind this section of the wall known as prosecution 12 for
identification?

(Helbig~ direct) 52
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. A Yes, sir, I myself was present there,

< How many times did you see Eerger shoot?
A At any rate he fired shots once when I was present, whether he

fired shots otherwige that I do not know.
Q- How many shots aid he fire at the time you were present?
A There were two clips, 14 rounds.
< 14 rounds in each clip or 14 rounds altogether?
A 14 shots altogether.

- Now there was ondy one shot fired at each Russian, is that correct?

& Yes, sir, only one.
. Q Now when was the occasion when you were present and Berger did the
shooting?

A It must have been in the second half of 1942.

- Q During the entire period of time wm'm you were a member of commando
99, approximately how many Kussians were shot in the horse stable by the
method you have described?

A According to my estimate 3000 to 4000, the reporter Otto said
somethin else, this is only my estimate.

Uo you know Josef Eresser?

Yes, sir.

Is he in the c ourt room?

> © > ©

No. 3.
FROSECUTIONs Let the record show that the witness has correctly
identified No. 3. as bein; the accused Lresser.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs

Q Did you ever see bresser in or about the horse stable during the
activities at the horse stable?

A Yes, sir.
Q What kind of a uniform was he wearing?

A He had a grey uniform and usually he was driving the car with the
corpses.

Q Did you ever see him with a white coat!

A Yes, I saw him when he was wearing his white coat.
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< How many times did you see him when he was wearing the white coat?

A I think it was once or twice, he was assigned on duty there and he
didn't drive the car.

< Do you know Herbert Guenther Moeckel?

A Yes, sir, No. 6.

FROSECUTION: Let the r ecord show that the witness has correctly
jdentified No. 6 as being the accused koeckel.
QUESTIONS EY FROSECUTIONs

) Was ne a member of Commando 997

A Yes, sir, for a short time, I believe he left in 1942 for Lublin.

Q Did you see him in and about the horse stable during the activities
of the horse stable?

A Yes, sir.

Q How was he dressed?

A He had a grey uniform and a white coat.

Q How many times did you see him nroﬁnu the horse stable? I

A I could not tell exactly, it might have been five or six times.

Q Step over here for just a minute. How, when the RHussian was
standing in that position (indiceting) and the SS man was behind the wall,
did the S8 man behind the wall wear any special article of clothing or
equipment? f

A No, he only had this white coat.

Q Did he wear any article of equipment on his face or head?

A He had something to protect his eyes.

Q Now, why did he wear this shield %o protect his eyes?

S It happened several times that when the shot was fired blood or
brains came out and so this protection was supposed to prevent the blood or
brains entering the eyes of this SS man.

Q How far from the back of the head of the Russian was the pistol
when it was fired by the S8 man behind the wall?

A That depended on the manr wno fired the shots

Q Approximately?

A 20 to 25 centimeters in order to shoot through the head.
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Q During what part of the day did these executions take place?

A Always in the evening.

- dore than one S man actually fired shots durin: the course of
one of these executions in an evening, isn't that a fact!

A No, there was always one who fired the shots, if there were two
at the same time behind the wall, there was always one who fired the shot.

Q Assuming there were 50 Russians to be shot during one night, did
one S5 man shoot all 507

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I object as no foundation has been laid for that
question.

FROSECUTION: I will reframe the question. I do not think he
understood the original question, that is the point., I will withdraw that
question.

WITNESS HELBIG: It would be impouibie for two men to fire shots
through this slot.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTICON:

Q During the course of an evening's shooting, how many Russians
would be shot?

A That depends, sometimes up to 50. I do not know if any other time
there weire bigger shootings. f | .

% When there were 5U, would one SS man shoot all 507

A No.

Q How many SS men would participate in the shooting of that particular
group?

A There wre at the beginning two very well known marksmen, they did
all the shooting, unfortunately both of them are dead. One should not talk
badly about the dead but that is the wuth - those were SS Master Sereants
Flank and Taufratshofer.

Q Who determined which SS man was toc do a shooting on a given night?

A That was decided by the First Serzeant, at first by Thalmann then
by Hupfer, it also happened that they agreed who will do the shooting, that
means they agreed amon; themselves.

] The SS non commissioned officers agreed amonz themselves who would

do the shooting?
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A Yes, thatwas so at the beginning.

& Was it always required that members cof Commando 99 be present at the

executions?

A Yes, sir, a certain number of them was needed.

. ] Were you ever notified to attend an execution and you did not
attend it?
A Yes, sir, once.

Q Were you punished for not atitending it?

A 1 was not punished.

< Were there any other occasions that members of commando 99 were
informed to appear for an execution and they did not appear?

® A I know that SS Sgt. Schichtholtz, he got a reprimand, but I do not
mow what kind of reprimand he got. ‘

Q Was Commando 99 and the activities in the horse stable, a secret
operation?

A On th: letter therewas a stamp "secret".

« Were the activities of the horse stable, that is the method by
which the Kussians were brought in and executed, were those methode and
those activities "secret"?

A How am I to understand it? 4

Q Were you never t,ld never to divulge what happened in the horse

A We were not told that.

Q Was the activity in the horse stable considered a secret in the
camp 7

A Yes, sir. BEverybody was supposed to keep it for himself.

Q Did you take a special oath with respect to that?

A No, we did not take an oat: on that.

q To Refresh your memory I quote again from your statement of
21 February II 947, weren't you asked this questiom, "Did you render a
special oath?%?

A Yes,|sir.
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< Ard didn't you answer "Yes"?

That is possitcle.

And was not this question asked you, "Who took this oath from you"?
If that is written here, I must have said it.

And didn't you answer, "The SS Commandant Colonel Koch"?

» o » O »

That is possible.

Q And weren't you asked this question, "Is it not a fact that these
names were reported to Ferlin as every one of these pon-commissioned officers
had to take an oath on Detail 99"7

A Yes, they were reported to Lerlin.

Q Now, as a result of their activities and the activities of the
members of Commando 99, were any decorations awarded?

A I have got a War Merit Cross in 1942,.but I do not know if it was
for my activities with Commando 99. Other non-pommissiﬁnod officers got this
same medal.

Q Now in your examination of the Zlst Fetruary 1947, weren't you
asked this question and didn't you give this answer: Q:"Isn't it a fact that
all mempers of detail 99 either received it with you in April 1942 when you
got yours or had already received it or received the War Merit Cross at a
later time?", and didn't you give this answer,!"Alﬁost all"?

A Yes, that is whet I said, also the other non-commissioned officers.

Q Was that true?

A Yes, sir.

Q In giving the so-called mercy shot to the Russians who had not quite
died after they were shot, was anything used other than a pistol?

A There were two incidents which have happened there about which I
actually kmow. (ne with laster Sergeant Hupfer, a Russian who was shot rum
out of the room. I was then doing duty with the water hose and I ran after
him and when I came out I saw that Hurfer stabbed a Kussian with a dagger.

< What type of dagger was it? |

A It was a dagger about 25 centimsters lemg, the sharp part was about

10 or 15 centimeters long.
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4] Did you ever see the dagger used on any other occasion?

A I should like to mention that on this day I quarreled so much with
Hupfer that I left, that was the case where I did not go there but I was not
punished. The second incident was one in which an inmate was involved, his
name was Janzen. ©Yince 1 was in charge of the inmates because of the
crematory I mostly took care of the inmates myself, because they lived there
absolutely independently, mostly without supervision. It was at the moment
that the truck came, the so-called corpse truck; the corpses were supposed
to be loaded on the truck. I heard outside in the room a noise, the inmates
quarreled, when I opened the door I saw the inmate Janzen who cut the throat
of one Russian who was not dead yet. I hit him down so that he fell down.

Q The first Russian you talked about who was shot and ran away, was
that a “ussian by the wall in P-12 for identification?

A Yes, sir. '

PROSECUTION: You may cross examine.
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL:

Q On direct examination you testified that when you were talking
about the assignment of the job of shooting on the commando detail, that they
decided among themselves and you just mentioned t?o names of Thalmann and Hupfer,
when you mentioned "they", is that whom you mean?

A No, Thalmann was the kaster Sergeant and Hupfer continued his work
as his deputy, that means that they assigned the people to all the jobs which
were to be done by non-commissioned officers.

Q They decided who would be placed in the rifleman's chamber as shown
on the chart is that correct, on the days of execution?

A Yes, they assigned everybody.

Q Who was the superior of the six accused in the dock at the horse
stable?

A I had the highest rank there, but 1 was not in charge of them, and
* was not their superior, I was just one of the people who executed orders.

\ <= TWho was in charge of the NCOs at the horse stable during an

execution?
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A Thalmarnn or Hupfer.

< How did these 6 men here in the dock know that they were to report
to the horse stanle for duty at any given time?

A At first they were notified cy loud speakers, they were told
"Detail 99 to the Office", later on everybody was notified by telephone.

“< If anyone d these men had refused to have reported to the stable
after they had been notified either by the loud speaker or telephone, what
would have happened?

A I believe they would be punished.

“ You testified here this morning on direct examination about an
order that was sent down from the higher security office setting forth that
an execution was to take place, do you recall whether or not that was stated
the manner in which an execution was to be carried out?

7 A No, only that they were to be execukad.

Q Do you recall any other orders which were sent to the stable which
stated the fashion or the manner in which the execution was to be carried out?

A 1 believe there were one or two cases where hangipgs took place.

Q Now these executions that took place in the horse stable, where
did the officiale who were in charge there, get their orders to carry out
the executions in this manner? f ‘

A It was done the same way as it was done in Oranienburg.

« Do you know where the order came from which set forth that these
executions in the horse stable were to take place in the same fashion as those
at Ordanienburg?

A It came from Oranienburg from the S5 leaders' main foioo, that
was the hizhest office as far as concentration camps were concerned.

< Do your ecall a prisoner at Buchenwald that worked around the
horse stable by the name of Zgodal

PROSECUTION: The prosecution objects to testimony to any reference
to the witness Zgoda only and until he is used as & witness for the Defense.
There was not not any mention of tnhis in the examination. It is not cross

examination.

DEFENSE COUNSEL; 1 think on cross examination if I make it clear
Helbig=-cross
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that my aim in asking this question is to imperil the credibility of the
witness Zgoda it would be permissible, but I think this question is beyond
that - the question where the defense is attempting to attack the credibility
of the witness Zgoda - because the question I n;;ttngne with relationship
to a question that was put to Zgoda this morning.

PRESIDENT: It is the opinion of the court that since that was not
a subject on direct examiration, we will probably recall him as a witness
for the defense.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENS= COUNSEL:

" Do you recall any executions taking place at Eisenbach?

A Yes, sir.

s
4

Q Uid you ever attend any executions at Eisenbach?
PROSECUTICON: Same objection.
DLFENSE COUNSEL:s 1 have not mentioned the witness Zgoda's namee
On direct examination you r emember that tnis witmess stated that he was away on
an occasion at two executions at other places.
PRESIDENT: Reframe the question.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE CCUUNSEL:s

Q Did you ever attend any executions other than those in the stable?

A Yes. ‘

Q "herel

A Because I was on duty in the crematory, I performed executions by
hanging, these were regular sentences which had to be executed, and I did
not see any reason why I should not perform these executions.

Q Do you recall who were present at these executions?

& At the executions which were performed at the crematory, always the
adjutant and camp judge advocate were [resent, besides that a physician, a
reporter and one protective custody camp leader.

Q Were there any prisoners present there, any capos?

A Yes, sir, there were always two inmates prelent;

Q Do you recall the names of any of the capos or inmates who were

at these executions you have just testified about?

A Yes, sir.
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] Who were they?

A Capo of the crematory lMueller, besides the fireman Roder, then
some other inmstes from the detail of the corpse carriers, one of them had
the first name of Nicki, I do not know his last name.

Q Do you recall a man by the name of Zgoda being present at these
executions?

PROSECUTION: I suppose I ought to get up and object...
DEFENSE COUNSEL: I will withdraw the question.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSELs

Q Is the size in the slit in this gauge over here the exact size of
the one that was in the horse stable at Bychenwald?

A It is approximately the same thing, the eut.

Q Was it dark in that room behind that slit?

A Yes.

Q Could & man standing on the outside look through that hole
and identify a man on the inside of that room?

A No, he was too far away.

Q These executions that took place there in the stable, did you
consider these legal executions.

A FROSECUTIONs I object.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On cross examination the latitude I have on a
question like that is unlimited.

PROSECUTION: It calls for a conclusion on the part of the witness.

FPRESIDENT: ‘he objection is not mustained, it may be answered.

= WITNESS HELBIG: According to my cLigiLon these executions were

surely legal. We know perfectly well that on the Russian radio it was said
all the time that there is no protection given to the SS. For this reason
the Germans made reprisals. The men who incited the Russians to kill the
SS like wild animals were the commissars and the Politruks, and those men

were shot by the Germans.
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QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COQUNSEL:s
) At the executions you attended was there a legal officer present?
. A 1 myeell did not see them there.

Q Did you see the camp commander there?

A I should like to mention that at the time that Koch was the C.0.
of the camp, he was there pretty often, also with the then adjutant and legal
officer Eiegler;together with Koch was oftc:i%’:::idont of the Wehrmacht
Hennecke, and therefore there was no reason for us to doubt the illegality
of the executions inasmuchas so many superior officers were present.

. Q Was there a doctor present?
A Yes, sir, the custody camp leader and the physician.

FRESIDENT: The court will recess for 20 minutes.

(Wnereupon the court recessed 1445 hours.)

(Helbig=-cross)
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(Wrereupon court reconvened at 1505 hours.)
PRESILENT: Court will come to orders
PROSECUTICN: Let the record show that 2ll members of the court,
prosec't ion, defense, the accused, and the reporter are present, If the
court please, there is a new interpreter to be sworn.
PRESIDENTs The court has appointed Mr, Rudolph Nathanson &s
couwrt interpreter, Fe will be sworn.

(Whereupon Mr, Rudolph Nathanson, U.S. Civilien, was ecworn as court
interpreter,)

FAOSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is still urder ocath.

1¢ there are any persons in the courtroom vho expect to testify
either on behalf of the prosecution or the defehse, they will haﬁ the
courtroom immediately,

HEKMANYN HELEID, called as a witness by the prosecution, resumed the
stend, and being reminded that he was still under cath, continued to testify
through an interpreter as follows:

CROSS EXAMINATION (continued)
QUESTIONS BY DLFENSE COUNSEL3

Q Did you ever see the accused Bergt lﬂ}om you have identified as
Number 2 in the dock in the horse-stable during an} of these executions in
question?

A Nevers

PROSECUTION: If the court please, I don't believe this witness
identified Bergt on direct examinations

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I will withcraw the cquestion, but I will ask
another question,
QUESTICS BY DEFENSE COUNSELS

Q Do you know Number 2 in the prisoners dock he re?

A Yes, sir. That's Bergt,

q Did you ever see him at the horse-stzble vhere the exect ions

took place?

A No, and he was never a member of the details

—
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” Ien't it truethat during the war the Merit Cross was received by
. nractically every German soldier vho had done anything in the Amy or in any
capacity?
A That wes all over, not only in the liehrmacht, but also ir civilian
life.
& Did you ever sece the accused Bresser in this room here (ind‘ica;.j.‘ng)?
A lio.
4] Did you ever see the accused Moeckel in this room right here
- (indicating)?
'S No. )
Q Di¢ you ever see the sccused Hilberger in this room right here
(irdicating)? I
A loa
Q Did you ever know of P_i_.itigich being in this room?
A Yes.
And of Berger?
A Yes, Be;"g;er wag in there together with me.
DEFENSLE COUNSEL: Let the record SP“ the defense indicated the
. riflemen's chamber shown on Prosecution's Ixhibit P-11 for identification.
Q Do you Ilmow who ordered Dittrich to enter the room knovwn as the
riflemen's chamber?
A He certainly received this order from Thelmann or Hupfners
Q Do .you know vhether or not Dittrich volunteered for this Job?
A There can be no guestion of volunteering. Idon't t.hin.k that any

soldier would ever volunteer for zn execution/
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¢ Do you know who ordered Berger into the riflemen's chamber?
. A He also can have received this order cnly from Hupfner or
Thalmann, of course,
DEFENSE COUNSEL: If the court please, I would like a five-minute
consultation with my zccused,
PRESIDENT: There will be 2 recesc in place for five minutes,
(Whe reupon the court recessed in place at 1512 hours.)
O R
. (Ve reupon the court reconvened at 1516 hours.)
PEESIDENT: Court will come to order,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL:
« Do you know who Hupfner and Thalmann g'ot. their orders from with
respect to these executions? '
A I have to assume that they received these orders from the Adjutant
and the Adjutant from the commandant--from the commander.
Q Wiere these the orders which stated that the executions were to be
carried out in the same order as those at Oranianburg?
A Yes. i
. Q Would an inmate working 2s a corpse-bearer in this vicinity here--
I will start from the wooden walls down through the "way of corpses" as
indicated on Prosecution's kxhibit P-ll--would an inmate working in this
vicinity during the erecution be vermitted to enter this room, which is
knovn as the consulting room, or would he also be permitted to enler the
room known--where the candidates had to undress?

A No.
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>  Did you ever see an inmate by the name of Zgoda in the consulting
room 23 shown on the Prosecution's P-117

A I have to say the following about that., Vhen winter was on and
it was so cold--I would like to show it on the map. The prisoners were in
this end room over here and through the winter when it was cold and the
construction work was still going on, after the corpses vere loaded, 1
personally took the prisoners here into this consulting room end had them
sit next to the others so thet they could varm up, and once in & while
even they rot a cigarette; because they were members of my detail, I gave them
cigorettes. And when the executions continued, then they had to leave the
room again. The door was closed and then they vere in this end room over
there. [

Q Yhere did they go then?

A back agein in this end room, and between them none of the prisoners
would enter this mom any more.

4] During these executions in the horse-stable did you ever know an
inmete by the nave of Zgoda?

A Yes, he was ﬂ‘.e-;-; to o. t )

Q liould Zgoda have had an opportunity to have known at the time of
the execut ions who was standing guard here or here, as indicated on the
Prosecution's Exhibit P-117

A I can't explain that,

Q Would he have been permitted at eny time to have gone anywhere
else besides this area here or in here by the stove as you have described in
your testimony?

A To the oven he only could go when I told them, "Go to the ovem
end wam up." Or it could happen that during 2 recess they would en'er the
room in order to heat some water on the stove, becausec they had to disinfect

their hande in the sane manner as anybody elsee
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» Ien't it true that the orders for the execution of these Russian
prisorers were brought in by the transport leader from the outside?

A Yes, sir.

e T™hies @estion may be repetitious, Felbig, but I want to be sure
that I understood your original and wevious answer, Ves it common knowledge
among all the members of the Commando-detail 99 that these executions were
legel?

A Without any doubt,

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
JESTIONS BY PROSECUTICN:

Q Helbiz, you just said that Thalmann and Hupfner ordered Perger to
shoot. Vas Berger in the first sroup who did thooting in the horse-stable
or was he in the second group who did shooting in the horse-stable?

A berger came only later,

Q Now when did Thalmann leave the horse-stable? When did he leave
Bucherwald?

A I don't know it exactly any nore. Around the beginning of January
1943, It might have been later, too.

Q Wwhen did Hupfrner lsave Bucherwald?

A Hupfner was still there vhen I left in "4i.

—~ Q Who was lst Sergeant of the Headquarters Company after Thalmann

and Hupfner?

= A First Thelmann was lst Sergeent and then Hupfner was his deputye

If and wher Thalmann could not leave his ather duides, then Hupfner tock
care of the horse-stable., One of these two was elvgys present, arnywaye

Who was the lst Sergeant after those two?

- A ter Thalmern it was Otto.

(Helbig=-Redirect)

€7



.k L=Berger et al=z5 Nov-ndua=t

) Did Otto ever ader Berger to shoot?

A I can't say that., I don't know that,

) How do you know that Thalmann ard Hupfner ordered Berger to shoot?

A Lecause Tralmann and Pupfner--one of them were slways present
back there amd &t the same time Hupfner was zlso somctimes the deputy of Otto
there.

“ Now were you present when Hupfner ordered Berger to shoot?

A I wae there bt when ard whether Hupfner gave the order to Berger
to shoot, I don't know that. It might hzuve been Thalmenn. Because I wasn't
standing there when they received/z?';ers. 1 was doinz somethring else, too.

@ You don't krow definitely whether they ordered him to shoot or
not, do you? '

g A They definitely received the order far 1;1-.0 shootinge
| » Q Di¢ you hear them give Berger the order to shoot——cither one of
them?

A Nos

G Did you ever give Berger an order to shoot?

A I had no right to do soe ¢

) Weren't you in charge of Commando 99 2t one time?
A Never,

Q Now if I were to tell you that Berger testified in the parent
Buchenwald case at which you were present that you orderad him to shoot,
what would you say?

A He wes lying.

Al 1f I were to tell you that Berger said in the pafent Bucherwald
cuse in answer to a2 question was either he in charge of was Helbig in charge
of Detail 99 amd ldis znswer was, "Izssume he was,” what would you say to thet?

A If he only essumed so, it's his owr business but for me it's still

e lie,
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Q Now, to return to your stztement of 21st of Februery 1947, on page
six do you remember being asked tris question: "iho determined how often
non~commiseiored officers would shoot during one evening and who determined
the order in which they shot?", and did you not give this answer: "Nobod y
determmined that, The men made their own arrangement s among themselves."?

A That's what I saide That's correct.

Q Were you asked this question: "In other wrds, these men went
behind those oards on theéir own initiative?", and you gave this answers
"Yes. "

A That is the same what I have said here again,.

Q %ill you look over here a minute. Did any Russian prisoners ever
die in this room, indicating the large room on the right of the horse-stable
or Prosecution's Exhikit P-11 for identiﬁc:ati.on?

A Kussian commissaries and political conmissaries.

2 Who carried those todies out of there?
A The prisorers carried out the corpses.
Q Were the corpse bearers who were here also on duty over in the
left end of the stable? ¢

A There were ro corpse carriers on this side of the horse-stables

Q Will you answer my question. Were the same corpse carriers

over here who carried the corpses from this area--indicating the left side

of the steble?

A T do rot understand the cuestior. Tre re were only three corpse
vearers present and they were always here on the left side. Here in this one
room.

ihen the prisoners cdied here and the corpses®had to be carried out,
who carried them out--indi cating the room on the extreme right?

A The three from over there.

(Eelbig-Redirect)
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Q Vlas Zgode one of those?

A Yes, sir.

PROSECUTICON: No further gquestions,
KECROSS ¥ XAKINATION
WESTIONS PY DEFENSE COUNSEL:

Q While you were around the horse-ctable or Commando 99, who ~~signed
the varinis rern to their various posts of duty?

'y Thalmenn or Hupfner did it,

« Whatever 38 man was located in the riflemen's chamber, who ordered
him to take thet particular position at any particular execution?

A As I said before, Thalmann or Hupfrer, but there were also daye
vhen they agreed among each other, Far .'Lnat.an;:e, they eaid, "Today I'm
going to do the shooting." As I mentioned 2t the bteginning, Planc and
Taufratshofe,

Q But among the accused here in the prisoners dock, did you evér
xuow o any of them with the excertion of Dittrich and Berger being assigned
to the riflemen's chamber &s shown on Prosecution's Zxhibt P=117?

A Nos ¢

DEFENSE CCUNSEL: DNo further c,mstioﬁe. ’
PROSECUTICN: No further juvestions.
PiReSIDENTs Questions by the court? Apparently not. The ‘Hitno'-sa
will be excused. y
(Vhereupon the wdtness was excused and wih-rew from the courtroom,)

PaOSECUTION: The prosecution czlls as its next witness

Dr. ‘ialdemar Hoven.

(Helbig-2ecross)
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Die vorstehenden FWtokop esvndgg‘yit dieser Urkunde verbunden aind,
N : e
8ind OriginalablicE¥ungen aus den BT “aé+ World Wer Reference Branch,
" Washington NationalyRecords Center (NCWN), aufbewahrten Akten
- Case No. 000-BuchMnwald-50 - gegen Alfred Berger u.a.

Die Ubereinstimmung
- Case No. 000-Buche
hiermit beglaubigt.

eser Ablichtungen mit den in den Akten
11ld=~50 -~ befindlichen Schriftstiicken wird

Berlin, den 18. Februar 1970

gez.: JOSEPH 3. CONBOY
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1515 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Tne court will come to order.

PROSECUTICN: Let the record show that all the members of tne
court with the exception of Colonel Dunning, who is ill, are present,
the prosecution, the defense, the accused and the interpreter and reporter
are present.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense calls as its first witness
Max Schoebert.

JAX SCHOEZEZRT, called as a witness by the defense, being first duly
sworn, vestified through an interpreter as follows:

DIKECT EXAxINATION
QUESTIONS BY LEFENSE CUUNSELs

< Wnat is your name?

A Mex Schoebert.

< Were you ever at the Buchnenwald Concentration Camp during the
last war?

A Yes.

< What was your rank at that time?

A 1 came to Buchenwald as a lst Lt. of the SS, that was in the year
1940, in April or .day 1942 1 became a captain of the SS, and on the 30th
January, 1945 1 became a major of the SS. f

Q Do you remember the so-called horse stable at Buchenwald where
executions were carried on?

A Yes.

Did you attend any of tie executions in this nhorse stable?

£

A Yes.

Q Wno ordered you w go to this horse stable?

A I received that order from the commandant.

Q fho was that commandant at that time?

A First it was Colonel of the SS Koch and later it was General of
the SS Pister. |

Q Will you tell us what manner or fashion Xoch gave you the order
to come to the horse stable?

(Schoebart - direct) 116
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A That order came from Coldnel Xoch via the executive off'icer, and
tnere wags a written order tﬁere from Berlin whicn the commandant had with
him and in that the manner c;f execution was determined, but ] did not see
that order personally but I neard it from tne then executive ofticer and
from S8 officer Florstedt.

Q Do you know wnat nappened to vhat original order that came from
Ber 1in?

A 1 do not know what happened to it.

) Do you know why the execution was carried out in the manner that
it was in the horse stable?

A 1 do not know the real reason for which Berlin gave that order, I
assume that uie reason was tnat those executions also took place in Berlin.

Q Will you look at tne chart over there on the wall ana tell us if
you were ever in the so=-called consulting rooﬁ on that chart? If the witness
would like to come over closer, please do 80,

A Yes.

) Now would it have been possible for a man standing in this section

\
to see who was in this section here (indicating)?

A No, that is impossible.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Let the record show that the defense was pointing
from tne room designaved in r-11 "The way of the corpses" to the room on
the same exhibit known as the "Rifleman's Cnamber" .
JUESTIONS BY DeFiEiSe CuUlinELs

< If 1 tell you tnat a witness for the prosecution by the name of
Zgoda said ne coula identifty people from that rit'leman's cnamber, was he
rignt or wrong?

A e was wrong, that is impossible, because that room was completely
darkened, and taere was only one very small slit tnere, tne width of 1 to
2 centimeters approximately, so tue parrel of the piswl could go tarough.

Q Is this opening on prosecution F=12 exactly a3 it was in the horse
gtable when you were present at we executions?

(scnoetert-direct)
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. A It is rar exaggerated.
“ You mean smaller or larger?
A It was much smaller.
. Q jow will you tell us after youwere ordered 1o be present at an

execution nere in the horse stable, what steps came after that in order wo
carry out the executions, w:ll you tell us step by step, if you remember?

A The original order from Berlin which the whole manner of execution
was described in the comnsndant had with him, and there was a separate order
together with the transports which arrived trom time to time. That order
said approximately tne following:"The Commissars and !olytruks which are

. mentioned by name in here, have to be executed'. Thatorder was given to tne
leader of the execution at that time by a Gestapo Official and that man in
charge of the execution read that aloud once.

Q Can you recall approximately or give ue to the best of your
knowledge, what that order contained which you heard read?

A As 1 stated befores "The Commissars and Folytruks mentioned by
name have to be executed", and it was signed by S35 General lueller at berlin.

Q Was every step of the execution there in the norse stable ordered?

A Yes.

f
Q Did any of the members or the non-oomiui‘onod. officers of that
. detail volunteer to be proient there at any execution?

A No, I would like to know that soldier who volunteers for an emecution,
I hardly believe that the soldiers and officers at Landsberg volunteer for an
execution, because it weighs heavily on the socul of each soldier, and a refusal
to obey such an order would have been senceless and without a purpose, because
during a war each soldier is under martial law, and in case he refuses to obey
an order he has to face a court martial, and no leader or commandant like
Colonel Kocn or Fister would have let anybody refuse to obey one of their
arders. Once in .he year of 1941 toward the end of the year of 1941, I spoke

Colonel Koéh and I asked him to free me of that execution aetail, and
he asked me whether 1 was insane and that he would put me in front of a
court martial ancd he threw me out,

(Schoebert-direct) 118
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< Do you know of any example back in camp Eychenwald where any man
refused to carry out any order and if so, what nappened to him?

A 1 remember one case and that was the case of a certain lst Lt. of
the S8 Triml, that man had uncovered an act of cheating by the Colonel of
the S8 Koch anghe did not go through the ordinary channels in repor ting
and he went to Berlin during nignt and fog using a back-handed way, and he
tried to obtain protection with wie taen Inspector General of the Ss,
General Gluesks, because he was supposed to be put in front of a court
martial.

Q Wnat was the Reich Security sain Ofvice, what did it mean to you
at the time you were at Buchenwald?

A The Reich Security Main Uffice is the nighest e xecutive echelon
of the Gestapo and of the Criminal Police.

"} The times you were at the horse stable, what non-comnissioned
officer was in charge of the activities there’’

A 1st Lt. ot the 83 bungeler was in charge and then a master sergeant
Thalmann was put in charge, and then master sergeant of the 5SS Hupter, was
put in charge.

Q . Now, wnen tne detail reported to the norse stable for an
execution, who assigned these various non-coms to their posts of duty?

A That aistribution of duties was made by .1:he commandant or by the
executive off'icer.

Q Jid you ever see these non-commissioned officers or hear them
discuss the matter as to who was going to ao the shooting at any particular
execution on any particular day?

A No, and 1 nardly think thimk that any one of them would have dared
to do so. \

Q Do you xnow any of tne accused in tais case?

A I know No. 1 Zergery I know Bergt No. 2; 1 lnow Bresser No.d;
Adilberger .0.5; Dittefch Lo. 4; Moeckel No«6e.

D' ENs.. COUNGEL: Let tae record show that the witness properly
jdentifiea eacn of the accused in the prisoners’' dock.

(Sscnoebert - direct)
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QUESTIUNS BY LE&FENSE COUNSELs

3 Did you ever see the accused lo.2 at the norse stable!

A Bergt? No.

) Thore has been some testimony in wis case that the participants
in the activities of the horse stable wore white coats, can you tell this court
why these people wore white coats?

IS fihite couts? Those wero white protective coats Llmpregnated protective
coats, During the first time none of those was worn, but after a few casesofl
typhus had ocourred that was ordered to be done by tne pnysician,

Q Nere all the prisoners brought to the horse stable for execution

. brought from witnin the camp or [rom without?

A Wnut ao ycu mean?

< he prisoners who were executed, were they inmates of Duchenwald or
were they brought from some otier camp ?

A No, tiose weren't concentration camp inmates at all, but vhey all
oame from the outside. In no case of ewecutions at Buchenwald were there
inmates of a concentration camp executed, tney all came from the outside,
with the exception of one case, wnici was either in the year 1942 or 1043,
he was a prisoner from an outside detail who nad escaped and who during the
time that he had been away had broken into so:;o heuses and nad committed
. murder in doing so. e was sentenced to die by a court.

Q Do you recall what personnel accompaniea the prisoners when they
were brought to the horse stable or wnen vney were Lrought to Buchenwald?

A Tney were brought by members of the Wenrmacnt anc by members of the
rolice.

Q Did you ever see the rolice rresident of the Wehrmacht called
Hennicke present at any of these executions’

A 1 cannot recall tnat.

< Do you know wnether or not any of the uccusoa'presout in the
prisoners' dock or any members ol wie detail that worked Et the horse
stable, ever receiveda decoration for their work at the horse stable?

A Ifnat is not imown to me.

(Scnosvert-airect) 120
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< Pia you ever give any of the non-commissioned officers there on
that detail an order to administer the coup de grace?

A Noe

9 Will you come over to the ohart pleasel Would it have been
possible for a prisoner helper working in this seotor here (indicating)
aoccording to irosecution exhibit r=11, to nave nad the liber ty to have
roamed all over the norse stable?

A No, and certainly notv during an exeocution.

D BNOE COUNsBLy You witness.
CROGE SXAMLNATION

QUEBTIONS BY rrUBECUTION

< Thalmann was the sergeant major in oharge of the horse stable,
WAS ne not?

A Thalmann received the order from the oommanaant, and atl'ter Bungeler
had let't he vook over the job from him. '

Q llupf'er succeeded Thalman in the very same uutics?

A Yes.

< Who succeeded Hupter?

A Nobody .

Q Wno was “tto?

A Otto was f'irst sergeant under Pister, '

"] Didn't Otvo vake Hupfer's place after Hupfer lef'ti

A Hupfer stayea in that job until tne time no executions were taking
place any more,

] Now, do I unaerstand by that that under (Otto no executions took
place in we norse stable?

A Tnere were exccutions only in the beginning of 1943. Yes, Utteo
was irst sergeant at that time but Hupfer stayed in olTice as betore,

Q But Utto was in cnarge 1943 at ths horse stable, was he not!

A Je was not 1in charge, orders came from the commandant via tne
executive oftice.

< but ne was the senior in wne horse stable in 1945 who received the

orders from we commanaant, was he not, answer yes or no.

A Whot

(scnoebert-cross) 122
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- Otto.

A I never saw Utto back there.

< You never saw Utto in the norse stable?

A o

< Now you received tne arder from rister to go to tne norse stable

yourself, didn't you?

A 11
ﬂ Yc!.
A Yes, via the executive off'icer.

< Ana rister used to come down there too, didn't ne?

A I personally didn't see nim go theregwnen 1 was there he was not
there,
Q Vinen rister was we commandant, dian't you say on direct

examination twnat he, as commandant, went cown To The horse stable with the
writte a der?
DEFENSE CUUNsELs I object to that question, I do not think that
was on direct examination.
PRESIDENT: Objection overruled, tne question may be answered.
WIINeSS SCuOsBuRT: tister was not back there, I aidn't say Fister
was back in the norse stable, I only said that Pit.cter, the commandant, had the
order in his personal pocsession.
QUESTICNS BY rxUSECUTICN:
Q ihere did ne have it - in the neaaguarters building?
A Yes, tnose secret oraers from Berlin, tne commandant personally
kept locked up.
< Now the orders witn respect to the execution of these prisoners
were secret, were they not?
A Those araers Iirom Berlin, the original order.
] Yere tney or were tney pot secret?
A That is a matter ol course, eacn execution order is a secret order.

< liow the activities in ths norse stable were secret, were tney not?

(scnoevert-cross) 122
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A fes, all of that was secret.

Q Tne men who took part in those executions at the horse stable
were all members of the administration neadquarters, were they not?

A That varied, members of various departments, tnat was interchanged
frequently, ana now and then members of the Regimental Complement were tnere
also.

< They were usually non-commissioned oif'icers wno were very
dependrble, isn't that a fact?

A What do you mean - aependable? 1 aid not know all ot these non=-
comnissioned ofticers. 1 aid not know wnether tney were dependable or not
dependable.

Q Look at the 6 accused - they were all non-commissionea oirriers,
weren't they?

A I could not tell exactly any more wﬁether they already were non-
commissioned officers at that time.

Q They were members of tne neadquarters staff, weren't they?

A Yes.

< All of the accused here?

A Yes, also.

Q You were Fister's deputy, were you pot?

A I was supposed to bpe used but practically I didn't have that office,

in practice the executive officer had tnat office.

] jow when Fister lef't the camp, ne turned the papers over to you,
did ne not?

A Noe

Q tho did he turn the papers over to?

A Lost likely the executive officer, not to me, Fister went away

frequently without my knowledge, all of the interior writing work ne -gave over

to his executive ofricer.

How many executions did you attend in the horse stable?

A I, spproximately 10 w 15.

Ana approximately how many people wsere executed during those 10

-

tc 15 executions?

123
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A I could not give you the exsct number, that changed, sometimes
there were 10, sometimes 15, sometimes 20 men during onme execution.
< liow 1 uncerstood you to say on direct examination that the prisoners

executed were HRussian (ommissars or rartisans, is that correct?

A Yes.
Q Weren't they Russian soldiersi
A Wo, according to the order tney were Commissars, Russian

Commissars and Politruks.

-

Q You were one of the accused in tne Farent Buchenwald case, is that
correct?

A Tes.

Q And during tne course of the trial one of your statements was

introduced intc evidence as exhibit FP-48 and --48A, is that not a fact?

A Yes.

Q 1 am going to quote from that statement and you mnror. me whether
or not the stateme.t I am quoting is the truth. "Executions by shooting which
were carried out chiefly on Russian soldiers took place in the horse stable
and went under the detail designation 99". Did you write that statement?

A 1 cannot recall that any more, it is quite possible if that is my
statemnent, yes.

< Is that your signature? ‘

A Yes, and durir that interrogation the interro;ntcr dictated that
tc a girl and each time, even during my interrogation at Freising in1945, 1
kept emphasizing the fact that they were Commissars, but tne interrogators
seemed to like the expression Frisoners of War or soldiers, so I told them,
“411 riznt", and in order to avoid further disputes with them I just gave in.

< Now when you took the stand in the rarent Bucnenwald case, did
you also tell the court tne same thing about your statement, about this
statement 1 am talking about, the statement I am quoting from?

A I could not tell you exactly any nore what 1 answered to ﬁat.

< A4S & matter ol fact you never said anything about how the

statement was taken to the other court, did you?

(schoeber t=cross) 124
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A That is possible, it is possible that I did not say anytning in
regard to that statement.

Q lhen tnese men tc Le executed in we norse stable were taken into
the room and undressed, they were given tne impression that they were going
to get a medical examination, is that correct?

A Wnat room?

& The consulting room in tne horse stable?

A Ine consulting room in tne horse stable? I assumed that;from the
looks of the room 1 assumed that. ,

< Tnose SS men wore white doctors' robes, dian't they?

A Doctors' robes? No, I did not see any, those were long protective
coats;during the first days they didn't wear any at dll.

Q And there were medical instruments on the tables to make it look
more like & medical examination, were there not? -

A Instruments? I cannot recall the fact that instruments were lying
there.

Q Let me reiresh your memory by reading from your statement of
February 27, 1947, taken here at Dachau, same paragraph, ""rne idea 'l.'ll to
give the impression tnat this was going to be a meaical examination, the SS
men who were engaged in these executions wore white doctors' robes and there

f
were medical instruments on the tables to give the event an air more of a
medical examination"?

A That is possible.

Q Is it true or is it not true?

A That must be true if tnis is my statement. I cannot tell you
exactly any more today what I wrote at that time.

Q Would you say that you witnessed about 300 executions in the horse
stable?

A Not at the horse stable altogethes.

Q No;r, in the ante-room there was a loud apeuker,_ was there not?

A In one room there was a loud speaker.

Schoebert=cross)
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. Q And that was goingz at full blast in oraer tc drown out the
noise of the shooting, was it not?
A That went on full blast.
. Q liow were the priscners told ahead of time that tnhey had been
sentenced to deatn and that they were to be executed?

A I o0 not know that.

Q Jell, dian't you say on direct examination that there was an
execution order?

A Yes.

Q Was the execution order r ead to the prisoners?

A Inat is not knowmn to me.

Q The same paragraph again from your statement of February 27, 1947,
"lnese prisoners were not previously told that they had been sentenced to
death and that they were going to be executed", now is that true or is
it not? .

A That might be true; I am telling you I don't know whether anything
was read to them.

Q Now the next sentenc., "I was present at about 500 executions",
is that true?

A Yes, that's true, altogether 500 men, and that includes all
executions, hangings and executions by shoot,ing_.

Q Do you mean executions which you attended or executions which took
place?

A inose are executions at which I was present.

Q In the norse stable?

A No, not only at the horse stable, I emphasize especially that
fact that that included all types of executions, hangings and shooting.

Q Yow look over nere at prosecution exhibit r-1ll for a moment.
Look at this large room to which I am pointing on the rignt of the -exhibit,
some ol the prisoners died in that room, did they pot?

A No.

< Youdon't know any of ther that died in that room, is that rignt?

(Schoeber t=cross) 126
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. A Ho, I don't muow anything of that.
Q Look over nere a moment on we lef't hand side of the picture,
pointing to the room "The way of the Corpses", you had corpse bearers in
here who were priscners of the camp?

® A

- low the job of thess corpse bearers was to take the corpses out

Yes.

from the Cully and pile them up in front of the truck, did you not?

A It was their duty to carry out the dead from that one room the
back way to the other room.

Q If there were any dead in this room the corpse bearers would go
over there to carry out the dead, woula they not! (irosecution; Indicating

. ' the large room on theright ot the diagram)

A I en sure that taney would have been called for after the execution,
but that is impossible.

Q Did you know Helbig?

A Yes.

Q He was also tried with you in the Parent Euchenwald case, was he not?

A de was in the main case, yes.
Q What was Helbig's job at the horse stable?
A I believe it was nis auty to clean the rooms.
Q Wnica room? ‘
. A The shooting room down front there.
Q inis room?
A No, that room. (Prosecution; indicating the room directly in front

of the height scale)

Q Wino cleaned up the blood on tne f'loor oif that execution place?

A I believe that was Helbig, I do not know whether it was he in all
CASEe5.

Q Didn't Helbi; as a matter of fact, have charge of the detail on
several occasions‘?

A I do not know anything about thate

Q Pidn't Helbig do some of the shecoting in the executions on occasions?
A I didn't see that, I cannot remember.
(Schoebert-cross)

127



‘ =V(=perger=lc/1-1o
Q How many times were you in tne horse stable altogetner?
A Arproximately 10 times.
) Now, while y ou were down there on those 1U occasions, aia you
. remain in the norse stable auring the entire course of the evenings
executions or did you just stay there a few minutes?
A 1 didn't stay there all the time, sometimes I was outside and
sonetimes 1 left.
Q Dic you receive any extra rations ror your part in the emecution?
A Sometimes, yes, I received it sometimes.
Q Did you ever receive any extra cigarettes for your part in the
. executions?
A Yes.
Q On now many occasions did you receive the cigarettes?
A I could not say that any more, that was an: order which came from
Berlin, it covered the whole German Reich.
PRUSECUTIUN: No further questions.
REDIR-CT BXAMINATION
WUESTIUNS BY vErENSE COUNSELs
") On cross examination you were asked it a loud speaker was not

going at full blast, ana you answered "Yes"', was that not your testimon$?
f

P A Yes, I said it played loudly.
=1 Is it not true that the medical examination, the type of the
execution, the loud speaker playing, was all the r esult ot an order affecting
these executions at the norse stable?

FXOSECUTICN: Cefore we proceed any further with this line of
questioning, are you cross examining your own witness? I object to it on
that ground.

PHESICENTs Ubjection overruled.

1IN .55 oCuaCsE:RTs Yes, it was the result of an order,
QUESTIONS BY DFENSE CCURSELs

< No further questions.

(Scnoeber t-redirect)
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FRrUSCULICH: Motaing further.
EXALINATION BY ins COURT

QUSSTION> BY MEMBERS Of THS CCUxTs

<  Ycu stated on direct examination by the defense counsel that when
these people arrived tnat were to be executed, they were accompanied by a
Gestapo man, did you not?

A Yes.

) And he had an arder to carry out the executions?

A He nad the written order, he took it along With nim.

#] And you previously s tated this order was read once, was it not?

A Yes.

Q Who was present when tne crder was read’

A in that so=called consulting room Thalmann read the order and

there were several non-comiissioned off'icers ‘present who took part in the

execution.
Q Were the people to be executed present?
A No.

RECROsS EXALINATION
QUsSTIONS BY PRUS=ZCUTION:

Q 1 would like to clear up a quest.io? by the court. In addition
to the Gestapo men who accompanied tnese peoplet;:::e members of the Wenrmacnt
present, were there not?

A lhe transport was brougnt in by Wfehrmacnt or by Folicemen, that
varied, anc the orders were always. carried by Gestapo men who delivered the
transport.

FruSIUBALs Any further questions? Tnere appear to be none, the
witness will be excused.

(nnereupon tne witness was excused and withdrew,)

DEFENSE CUUNSELs The defense calls as its next witness Otto
Barnewald. L 5

OTTU BARN=iALD, called as a witness by tne defense, ceing first duly
gworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:

DI.ECT SXAMINATION

QJUESTICNS BY DAFENSS CUUNSELs
a] wnat is your name?

‘Barnewald-direct) 129



ATTESTATTION

The foregoings, attached to this attestation, are true
photostatic copies of the originals which are on file in the
World War II Reference Branch, Washington National Records Center
(NCWN), in the Case No. 000-Buchenwald=-5C vs. Alfred Berger and
others.

This i3 to verify that above photostatic copies conform to
the original records as contained in the offical file of documents
pertaining to Case No. 000-Buchenwald-50.

Berlin, 18. Februar 1970

SEPFH (8. CONBOY
» Colonel
eputy Staff Judge Advocate

Ubersetzung

GLAUBIGUNG

Die vorstehenden Fotok{ipien, die mit dieser Urkunde verbunden sind,

gind Originalablichtungen aus den bel der World War Reference Br&nch,}
Washington Nationzl Redords Center (NCWN), aufbewahrten Lkten 3
- Case No. 000-Buchenw@ld-50 - gegen Alfred Berger u.a. 1

Die thereinstimmung didser Ablichtungen mit den in den Akten
- Case No. 000=-Buchenwylld-50 = befindlichen Schriltsticken wird
hiermit beglaubigt. ',

Berlin, den 18. Februar 1370

gez.: JOSEPH B. CONZOY 2
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate
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Ci0SS FXAVINATION
QUESTIONS EY PROSECUTION:
Q You werecne of the .accused who was tried and convicted in the
perent Bucherwald case--triec this past spring here at Dachau, were you not?
A Yes.,
Q This seme accused Bergt ceme before that court and testified on
your behalf, did he not?
A Yes.
PROSECUTION: No further questions.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further questions.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the cowt? Apparently not. The
withess can be excused. 3
(imcreupon the vitness wes excused and withdrew from the courtroom.)
DEFRNSE COUNSEL: The defense calls as its next witness Ottos

WOLFGANG OTTO, called as a vitness by the defense, being first duly
swom, testified through en intermeter as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL:

Q Whet is your name? ¢

A Violfgeng Otto,

Q Where ore you now residing? -.

A At Landsberg.

d Were you ever in Bucherwald Concentration Camp during the
last war?

A Yes.

vhat was your renk?

A My last rank was Technical Sergeant of the SS.

( otto ~Direct)
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A

Q Wzt was your job et Buchermvald?
A Wrich period of time azre you referring to, please?

From approximately 1940 to 1943.

O

A In 1940 I reached the rank of a Corporal of the S35, and in Novesber
1941 1 became 2 Sergeant of the SS.
Q et tyre of work did you do 2t Buchenwald?
. A The first half‘ year as &2 guard, During the next period of tine

unt. 11 Nevember 'Ll zg an accountant.
Q Did z2ny of the arderes pertaining to the operation of the camp

ever mase through your herds?

h Not while I had the duties which I have described go far. Only

later, .
Q From 1941 to 1943 vhat were your dut?.es?
= A From 1941 to 1943 I was used as a2 clerk at Headcuarters, Department

Difé any of the secret arders from the Reichs Security Main Office

)
ever pass through your hands?
A Yes.

‘
Q Dic¢ you ever see any orders that pertained to the exe-rtions of
Russiens at the horse-stable?

A Yes.

Y

Q Will you tell us to the best of your ow knowledge what that

order said.
A It conld be gathered from that order that Russians were to be

exscuted, ard I hed gdven the literal order--the cxact words of it In the

-

great Buchenwald trial,

(Otto=Direct)
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#] Can you glve ue now aprroximately what the order contained to
. the best of vowr recollection?
A Do you only desir¢ to know the contents or the other statemen.s also?
Q Just the contents of the order.
A It stated thet Russians were mentioned by name in lists attached
and it further stated that these Russians were to be executed, and immediately

after the execution, & report was to be made to the Reichs Security Main

. Offices

Q Do you recall who signed that order?
A Most of the time the signature was Mueller, General of the 3S.
Q Who was Mueller?

g A The chief of the Reichs Security Main Office.

Q At that time what did the Reichs Security lMain Office mean to you
with respect to authority in Germany?

A That was the highest police echelon which we ordinary people could
imagine.

Q Do you recall whether or not there was 2 roster of S8 non-commissioned

. of ficers which were to be used in a detail et the horse-stable?

A 1 couldn't state that exactly. 1 d; not bclieve soe

Q You knew that there was & detall that operated at the horse-stable
though, didn't you?

A Tese

How were the men chosen for that deteil?

O

A As far as I know, they were aprointed by the then S8 Colonel ard

Camp Commandant Koche

(0tto=Direct)
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<« What would have happened if any one of these non-commissioned
of ficers had refused to report to the horse-stable for duty?

' J can only judge frémmy own experiences. As far as I know, Koch
vould certainly have trought thet men before a police court beczuse of
veing detrimentzsl to the VWehrmacht., He wanted to do the same thing when
I vanted to report for frormt line duty. That had hanpened in the year 1939
immedietely after I was drafted,.

Q Did you ever hear thzt a2 secret order had come down from Berlin
as to the manner in vhich the executions in the horse-stable were to be
carried out?

A I knew that from hearsay. _

Q Do you know what happened to that origi.nal order that came to
Koch?

A I never saw the original and I believe that it fell under the
Army service regulations, according to which certain secret orders had to
be destroyed immediately after they had been received--after they contents
had been made known.

Q Do you know what the nationality of the prisoners was that were
executed in the horse-stable? ’

A A1l of them were Ryssians,

&

Do yon know from where these Russians came?

A From so-called prisaner of war internment camps.

Q Who delivered these transrvorts to Buchenwald?

A I didn't learn thet at that time. I only leamed sbout it

during my confinement=-vhile I was confined,

(0tto-Direct)
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Q Vhat did you learn then?

A I was told that the Russian soldiers had reported their commissars
to German authority.

Q Otto, was there any doubt in your cepartment or in youwr mind
as to vhether or not these executions were legal that took place in the
horse-stable?

A No, in no manner. An order which originates from the highest
Reichs office cannot be disputable for ue any more. 'hen I mean all of
us, I mean men who can be called soldiers.

Q Do you mean non-comuiseioned of ficers?

A That toos

DEFENSE CCUNSEL: Yowr witnesse 5
CHOSS EXALINATION
QUESTICNS BY PROSECUTIOCN:

[} All those men who participated in the activities at the horse-
stable were members of the Headguarters Staff, were they not?

A Only.

&)

And they were older, experienced men too, were they not?
A Fow shall T understend that--older?
Q They were experienced men--they were not new men, young boys?
A All of these people who were used for that purrose were men
who were =t least 25 to 28 years of ages
Q Now Thalmenn was a Sergeant Major shead of you, was he not?
A Yes.
Q And he was in cherze of the preparations and the arrangements at

the horse-stchle while he was Sergeant Major, is that not a fact?

A He was given that through Koch,

(Ott=Cross)
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&O

low Hupfer relieved Thelmarn, did he rot?

n Yee.

< Now that was during Pister's tirme, wasn't it?

A Yese

G Wro relieved Hupfer?

A There was & brief span of tire of approximately one month when
there was no one theres

Q Then who took charge?

A A certzin Bechmanne

o] Did you ever issue orders with respect to executions which were
to arise zt the horse-steable?

A I had no autizority to issue any orgerse

Q Did you ever get in touch with Helbig and tell Helbig to arrange
for an exccution et the horse-stzble?

A I stated that to the court, beceuse there was always a "maybe'-——
"perhaps"--standing there,

Q Now these kussians who were shot in the horse stable were
Russian prisoners of war, weren't they?

A I said not only so in that lctt.er.'

Q Jell, let's refer to your statement, since you seem to want to
testify in English——jour statement of 31 March 1947, and see if this is
what you said, which is lmown as Exhibit P-/5A in the exhibits of the
parent Buchenwald cases Do you want to testify in English or do you went
to testify in German?

P German.

Q Then answer in Cerman so that all of those accused can hear

whet you've ot to say right nows Did you mzke this statements "After

(Otto=Cross)
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my entry into the office l=A, I observed that certain sub-leaders received
special orders by the commandant, at that time SS Standartenfuehrer Koch.

I came to know then that it was 2 question of shooting Russian prisoners of
war to be executed in an eapty horse-stable," lNow did you or did you rot
make that statement?

A Tes.

Q Did you also sgy this in the same paragraph:

DEFENSE COUNSEL: If it plecse the court, the prosecution hasn't
shown any contradiction up to this point in the witness' testimonys I there-
fore object to this line of guestioning., They're reading something, trying
to phrase somothing different than what the \-:itness has testified to, but
there is rot any cortradiction and therefore in"my opinion to impéch the
witness with 2 document he must show contradiction and in the last statement
he didn't show that at all,.

PHOSECUTION: On direct examination this witness said they were
Russian commissars and Russian politruks. Now there is the reason.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I dan't think that this witness had testified
to that, He didn't say politruks amd camrrissax;s in his direct exarnimatione.

PRESIDINT: The objection is overruled. I think this has a
direct bearing on the direct examination. You may proceed.

QUESTICNS EY PROSECUTICNs

Q Now were these Russians Russien prisoners of war? Yes or no.

A That canrot be answered in that menner, yes or not. Aecording
to our opinion they allegedly were Russian mrisoners of war, but not
according to the facts which stood, because the Relchs security main office
and the offices conrected with it had no authority over prisoners of war.

That chould have been done by the Wehrmacht,

(Otto=Cro =s)
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% Iz this statement correct ~r isn't it correct—tihe statement
which you mace on the 31st of March 1947 vhere you positively sald:s
#1 came to lnow then that it was & guestion of shooting Russian prisoners
of wer."

A The sentence iz perfectly correct because I gave that in a
statement vhich was based on my knowledge of that time, and at that time
I did not know yet that commissars and prisoners of war vere two different
things,

() Well, when you shot, you shot 2t Russian prisoners of war in
your own mind a2t that time, didn't you?

A I ddn't fire.

You rever took part in any execcution at all?

A I did not teke part in any at the horse-stable.

Q How many times were ycu in the horse-stable?

A Once.

Q Iook over there at the accused and tell me if you saw any of them
when you were there?

n I cen orly recall that Bresser was o be seen there, but I don't
lmow whnich function he had, '

4 Now do you mean Bresser vwas to be seen or that you eaw Bresser
there?

A I savw him there.

Q were you ever called upon to meke up lists of the names of these
Rugsian mrisoners of war?

A I wrote out lists of the executed,

(Otto=Cross) :
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Q After they were execut ed or tefore?
A After.
Q Niow whern you were present in the horse-stable, how many of these
prisoners of var vwere exccated?
. A I do not know the exact number. There were a little more than
12 but net rore Hen 12,
# How many S5 men took rart in the shooting?
'S I do rot krow exactly elther,
. Q Did you see Presser in the horee-stable at the time of this
,

execution?

A When I sew him the re was a maoment of peace,

7 ) Bt you gaw him in the stable, didn't,'you?

A Yes,

c Youdidn't 1dke the sctivitiee down ir the stable, did you?
,/ A llo.

Why didn't you like them?

F R

A I do not know who could be pleased with them,

Q Well, why? Vhy didn't you like the activities in the horse-stabdls?

. Wat was there abont that activity that made yr;u dislike 1t?
A I can only say if one sees all thos e executions, thet is no
j nle asure,
Q Now , on one occasiorn or more than one occasion, you ¢éid telephone

Helbig, didn't you, to prepare the stzble for an exeation?

A I car only state the followins to that: I have been interrogated
continuously on thet topic by Mr. Kirschbaum, and indeed I could not recall
each detail of tlose occacions.

Did you on any occasion telephone Helbigz to prepare the horse=

stchle for en executicon?

(Otto=Cross) 1.7
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A I do mot know that, I said that the possibility exists that I
motified him of that, but I do not know, and that is contained in the record
in the same manner in which I have just stated.

Q In your statement of 31 March 1947, page four, let me read you
this sentence: "It is correct that I, after having been informed by the
hdjutant Schmidt or the Commender Pister of a proposed execution, telephoned

7 4 Sturmscharffuehrer--acting Sergcant-~Helbig in the crematory and told
hin to make the necessary arrangements in the horse-steble." Now did you
make that statement?

® A  That is the translation. I do not know whether I said that in

Cerman in the same manner,

3 I vill hand you the German version of the statement 8nd. ask
you to read this portion out loud.

(Vhereupon the witness read from a document in Germen.)

« Now is that true?

A Yes,

PROSECUTION (To interpreter): That is the correct German for

the English which I read, is it not?

INTERPRETER: Yess

] QESTIONS BY PAOSECUTION:

Q When priscners were executed and were to be cremated, a special
death certificate had to be signed by the Camp Commander, isn't that true?

DEFEZNSE COUNSEL: Just a minute, the defense objects to this

question. It's irrelevant. It's not charged in the Charze Sheet. There

were no charges pertaining to the crematory.

FEOSECUTICN: It's a preliminary question and I think the court

will see the relevancy in a few minutes, -

DEFENSE CCULSEL: There is nothing preliminery about it, The

crematory came afterwards and not before.

PEESIDENT: The objection is overruled,

THE WITNESSs I cannot zive you any exact infomation about that,

(Ott-Cross) "e
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That had nothing to do with my testimony,
QUESTICNS BY PaOSTCUTION:

Q In order to e cremated, 2 prisoner had to have = special type of
deeth certificate, dd he not?

DLFENSE CCUNSEL: T will renew my objection as to the vse of that
rhrase cremation, which is outside the charges in this cease,

FILSIDENT: Objection is overruled. The question may be enswered,

Tk 'ITIESS: I want to point out the fact that I know that that
vwas the cacse with camp inmates, /
WESTICNS EY POSECUTICN:

& lovi do yov know whether or not that was the case with these
prisoners who were szhot in the horse-stable? -

N Ido rot know that. I don't believe so because they were not
camp inmates,

Q Some months zfter Thelmann left, wasn't it necessary for you to
make up & list of 400 of those prisoners who were shot in the horse-stable
and vere later cremated?

'S Duripg the time that I hod dealings with that, I never composed
a list of more than one prage, ' ?

A How many names were on the one pege?

A I remember that I tried to £il11 thet page as well as pessible,
In the cases where there were only 15, I used much space for cne name,
In cases vhere there were 50, I wrote narrow lines. When I speak of a page, .
T'a speakin: of two sides of the page, not just one e Zee

Q On direct examination you were asked a question whether or not
you believed the executions were lesel and your answer was that you

believed they were lerzl, is that so?

A Yes,

(Ctto-Cross) 149
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~

- Now I'm going to refer to your testimony in the parent Buchemwald
case, page 4.8, where you were asked this cuestion on direct examinations
"Did you guestion--did you haﬁ any doubte in yo'r mind concerming vhother
or not this execution mi~sht not be Jjustified or lezal?" .cre youasked
that quection?

A Yes, that was possible. I co not know the connection,

#) Ard did you give this answer: nI thought about it but T always
came t:: the conclusion that this had & direct connection with the Russian
warfere and the thought of reprisals I am surc was a Justified one."

'y I stated that during thet trizl, bLut so meny questions are being
put to me without any direct connection being established that I'm not
sure of anything,

3 Did you say that during the trial? That's all T want to knows

A Tes,

Q liow when you were in the horse-stable, did you hear the loud-

A I heard cne.

< The music when you were Lhere stopred, didn't it, on that
occasion? ,

A I played around that redio and T looked for music.

] Oh, did you play the radio?

A I locked around there--I leoked here and there on that occasion
and I also played around with that set, and everybody will bte able to
confirm that I know very much about radio sets and that I nlayed with that

gset at that time.

?Otto-Cross)
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Q Occasionally during the night the loud-spesker system at the
camp would announce thet Commando 99 wec wanted down in the horse-stable,
wasn't it?

A That is somewhot exeggerated--the expression from time to time.
Those expressione azre exag cratede

Q They had to stop announcing il over the loud-speaker sysiem of
the camp though, dién't they?

. A From one side-=I con't know from whom--it was stopped.
« Ard it was stopped because the activities in the horse-stable
vere a secret activity, isn't that correct?
A Yes,
) Ané becesuse it was a secret activity, you didn't like it, did you?

A It wasn't upon my orders that it was secret activity. It was
ordered in thet marmer that it would be secret,

Q But you didn't like it, did you?

A I also had dealings with other matters: Those were secret alsc.

Q You didn't like the activity in the horse-stable, did you?
. A After I had taken personzl sight into that, I expressed my
dislike over it, yes. :

G - Becauce you didn't like the menner in which those people were

Q
being killed, did you?
a I cannot judge that today. I cannot judge that.

' But you couldn't quite make up your mind they/l‘:g:i You Jjust
thought it was reprisals against the Hussiane for the Russian attack of
1942, didn't you?

A Those were o~ders, I as a Techniczl Sergeant of the SS—how

could I revolve .reat thoughts in my mind vhether that was legal or not?

(Otto=Cross)
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I was 2 soldder amd how can I be heX responsible for something that
originated from the highest echelons of the Geman Reich. Why dan't you
rold responsitle those who issued those orders.

Q Now in reeponse to a question by your defense counsel you said
the executions were legal, didn't you? |

A I said literally that we as non-commissioned officere and as
human-beings had to regard them 2s legal because of the fact that they
came from the Main Reichs Security Office.

& Now do you know how a lepgal execution is conducted?

a Noe

PHOSECUTION: No further questions.
REDIRECT HXAUINATION
QULESTIONS BY DFFENSE COUNSEL:

Q Could the Commandamnt of bSuchenwald have said to one of these
transports when they arrived, "We're not executing Hussians today; bring
them back next week"?

A Every soldier could ﬁave refused to bear arms in that case and
we would not have had to start the war at all.

f
liere you not once a prisoner of war whose status was changed to

that of a war crines status, losing your originzl status as a prisoner of
var?

A My losing of the status of & prisoner of war resulting in my
beiry at Lencdsberg now has such 2 great difference from the other thing
that I don't want to discuss it at all.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further questionse

PROSECUTION: Nothing further by the mosecutions

DEFENISE COWNISEL: If it please the court, I have one more
cuestion toask the vitinesss

PRESIDENT: Froceed.

(Otto-iiedirect) 152
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<UESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL:

Q Otto, im't it 2 fact that thre people who were picked for the
execution sgued of the Administrative Staf f--that was hecause of az secreb
ord:.-,r, vasn 't it?

PHOSECUTION: Objected to on the first—
DEFENSE COMSEL: I will reframe the question.
QESTIONS BI DIFNESLE COUNSEL:

Q You ztated on cross examination that the people on the detail vers
members of the Adninistrative Staff, is tiat correct?

A Not the Admimistrative Staff tui tre Headquarters Staff.

Q Did the order from the Reichs Security lain Office state that
they were to be picked from the Hezdquarters St;.Lff--the members of .the
execution squad?

A lothing was contained in that order about thate

Q I believe you did state on cross examiretion that the orders
for the executions in the horse-steble were marked "secret"?

A Even secret Reichs matter.

Can you tell us why they were merked "secret"?
A I do ot knowe |
DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further questions.
PAOSLCUTICN: No guestions by the prosecutiane
PIESIDENT: The witness will be excusede
(Wnereupon the witness was excu sed znd withdrew from the courtroom. ) <
DAFENSS COUNSEL:s If 3t please the court, thet exhausts our
vitnesses et the present time., Te will have more by 0845 tomorrow mominge
PRESIDENT: The court will adjourn to meet at 0845 hours on
2 December 1947,

(¥hereupon the court adjourned =t 1615 hours, 1 December 1547.)

(Otto-Redirect) 153
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The foregoings, attached to this attestation, are true
photostatic copies of the originals which are on file in the
World War IT Reference Branch, Washington National Records Center
(NCWN), in the Case No. 000-Buchenwald=-50 vs. Alfred Berger and
others.

‘ This is to verify that ahove photostatic copies conform to
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 0915 hours.)

PRESILENTs The court will nome to order.

PROSECUTICON: Let the record show that all the memvers of the
court, with the exception of Colonel Dunning, are present. Colonel Dunning
is 111. The prosecution i{s present, the defonse, all of the accused,
topether with the official rejorter, mnu if the court please, there is a
new interpreter tc ve sworn.

(Wnereupon Fred Fleischmann, U.S.Civilian, wes sworn as court
interpreter.)

DerunSe COUNSELs 1 hand the reporter twoe documents and request that
. they be marked defense exhibits D-1 and D-1lA for ideutification.

(The documents referred to were marked defense
exhibits D-1 and D-1A for ideuntification.)

DiF N3 COUNSEL:s If the court pleaus, the defense offers into
evidence exnioit marked for identificution D=1, which is a signed and sworn
statement in German ol Hermann Fister, taken 18 November 1947, and the
wnzlish translation D-1A for identification, and 1 ask permission to read
same .

FROUS~CUTIUNS If the court please, normally there should te no
objection of any statement like this, but tuis sfatement is a statement
taken Ly t e investipator for the defense on the lﬁtﬁ November 1947. On

. the <28th November 1947, by special arrangement, both the counsel for the
def'ense and the prosecutor, together with investigators of both sides, took
a deposition from this same Hermann rister. 1. that deposition there was
ample opportunity for a cross examination on vehall of the defense if they
had wanted to question Mr. Pister on matters which are not in the
deposition, and I feel that it is not the best evidence - rister co:ld have
heen cross exarined in the presence of oth sides.

PHESIDENT: The objection is overruled, st the same time tne court
would like to know why....

DEFENSs COUNoEL; If the court ylease as an explanation on behalf of
the defense, we dia not arrive at landscer; wnuil r 3,15, thi 1i, was in
btad condition at that time, anu during i i I' th e;csition he'\nad
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. now want to testify?

. statement?

ACCUSED HILEERGER: Yes.

PRESIDENT: Do you wish to testify under oath or an unsworn

ACCUSED HILBERGER: Under oath.

WIEGAND HILBERGER, an accused, voluntarily took the stand in his own
behalf and made the following sworn statement through an interpreters:

QUESTIONS

L = > O o

o

war?

L0

>

P o » O

L=

stable at
A

<

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY DEFENSE COUNSELs
What is your name?
Hilberger, Wiegand.
How old are you?
39 years.
What is your nationality?
German.

Were you ever in the Buchenwald Concentration Camp during the last

Yes.
When did you first go there?
Since 1939, ‘

When did you leave?

. December 1942,

Where did you go when you left there?

Io the Front.

You have heard the testimony here with reference to the horse
Buchenwald, have you not?

Yes.

You have heard the testimony presented by the various prosescution

witnesses?

A

-
worked at

A

(Hilberger- direct)

Yes.
You have heard testimony to the e ffect that most of the men who
the horse stable were from the headquarters staff, did you not?

YO..
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< Hilberger, how do you explain the fact that all the men who worked
at the horse stable when you did, were chosen from the headquarters staff?

A As a non-commissioned officer I do not know that, I assume because
the headquar ters company with the headquarters staff is to be compared with
a regiment and that these people were not asked tc do night or guard duty
and because of that they called upon these people first.

< Did you live in the camp all the time?

A Yes, I lived in the ocamp.

Q You stayed there at night?

a Yes.

Q You have heard testimony here with refence to the manner in which
the executions were carried out in the horse stable, have you not?

A Yes.

Q Can you give any reason from your own knowledge as to why these
executions were carried out in the manner, as ‘they were?

A When I found out about this method, I once asked Master Sergeant
Thalmann, the adjutant lst Lt. Bungeler also was present and heard my
question, and he said, "Don't you worry about it, these are orders from
Berlin"

Q You have heard testimony here by the, prosecution to the effect that
no commeand was ever read to any of the prisoners, ..h.avo you not, that were to
be executed?

A ] cannot say that, once I was standing as a guard in the central
hallway where the deputy camp commander, Captain Florstedt was, and lst Lt.
Bungeler and Thomlin came out of the first part of the stable and Captain
Florstedt had papers in his hand and remained standing in the door and read
to the prisoners in a language which I did not understand, end after that he
turned these papers over to the master sergeant who called out the names.

So I assume that the order was read to them.

< Did it appear to you that he was reading from this paper?

A Yes.

Q And when you said that he turned it over to the master sergeant,
by that whom do you mean?

Hilb r-direct)
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A Thalmann ,

Q And what happened to the prisoners then, where did they go?

A After that they singly went through the central hallway to the
front hall,

Q You have heard testimony with respect to the so-called mock
physical examination at these executions, have you not?

A Yes.

< Can you give us any explanation for that?

A I do not know that but I assume there was ar order to that just
like there was an arder to this method.

Q Did the Fuehrer issue an order regardin; soldiers who did duty
in the interior?

PROSECUTION: I have Leen sitting hore' for about ten minutes
listening to a continuous stream of leading questions - tho entire
group of questions which have been asked has been leading.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I will reframe the questiog.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSELs

-Q Did you ever receive any order with respect to your duty in the
interior? f -

A A Fuehrer Order came out for all of the German people, and
especially for parts of the Army, that the soldiers in the homeland came Just
a8 much under the laws of war as the people on the Eront.

Q Will you come over to the chart a minute please. Will you show the
court where your posts of duty were every time you were at the horse stable?

A Once I stood here inside the building (Indioating), I once had to
stand here upon orders of 1lst Lt. Bungeler (indicating) and then I once had
control here over the four inmates who worked as corpse carriers., Here I
have to say that on the sketch a door is missing here and also at this place
(indicating) no door is marked.

] What was yowr job in this room (indicating)?

A Only to watch the inmates, supervise the inmates,

Hilberger=-direct
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< You have heard the testimcny by the prosecution witnesses that when
& man was chot right here he was taken out through this door, is that
correct?

A Yes.

Q Was this door closed when a prisoner was taken througq it?

A It was always closed beforethe shot, and after the man had fallen
down the door was open and the corpse was taken cut and the door was closed
again,

~ You stated you were in charge of four inmates there carryigg the
bodies out, is that correct?

A Yes.

“ How long were those prisoners in this room here to get the body?

A That was only a matter of moments.

Q Was the door cloeed each time the prisoner went out?

A The door was always closed again, yu.l

Q You heard the testimony of présecution witness Zgoda?

A Yes.

) In your estimation, ocould Zgoda identify anybody in the rifleman's
chamber as shown on prosecution exhibit P-117

A Never, »

Q Do you recall the approximate date of your first duty a t the horse
stable?

A That was in December 1941,

Q Who or dered you there?

A I went there upon orders of the commandant through 1st Lt. Bungeler.

Q Were these written orders or oral orders?

A By telephone I was ordered through the adjutant and there the order
was given to me orally. |

Q Uid you have any knowledge as to what was goiny to take place in the
horse stable previously?

A None.

DEFENSE COUNSELs Yourwitness,

(Hilber ger-direct) 159
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CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BEY PROSECUTION:
. Q How many times were you at the horse stable Hilberger?
5 I ms present four times at executions.
What was your duty the first time?
I had to lock the door and had to watch the back door.

What was your duty the second time?

= o * o &

The second time I had to lock the door in the center.

< What was your duty the third time?

A I cannot say exactly whether the third time I was in the corpses'
. chamber or at the center door.

Q And what was the four th time? _

A I said, the third I was either over here (indicating) or there

(indicating) - the fourth time the same thing. .

Q  By'here'do you mean the room "The Way of the Corpses"?

A Yes. (Prosecution; Indicating the "Way of the Corpses")

(+] By 'there', do you mean the Consulting Room?

A I was not there, 1 only passed through there.

Q How many (risoners were shot the nigh't you were on duty in the

.

room called "The Way of the corpses"?
@ PR
Q Do you know who shot them?
A 1 cannot say, that I did not see.
Q You were on duty in that room, were you not?
A 1 didn't do any duties in that room, I was outside in the room
of the corpses.
Q Did you wear a white coat?
A Noe.
Q Why didn't you wear a white coat?
A Why? Because when I was standing outside I didn't need a white

coat, besides I didn't have any orders to wear a white coat, besides that I
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didn't come intoncontact with the prisoners so that no danger existed to
contact lice.
Q You heard Helbig testify here, did you not?
I heard that.
You heard Helbig say you wore a white coat?
He said that, yes.

Was he right or wrong?

What do you mean, was he right or was he wrong?

A
<
A
Q
A No.
Q
A Wrong.
Q Now, didn't you come in contact with prisoners when you were over
there in the receiving room on the right hand side of the stnbl.‘r_
A I didn’t oome into contact with them because only a few llnn were
allowed in there, it was only a few minutes.

Q- Didn't you come into contact with the bodies where the bodies were

taken out?
A I had nothing to do with the corpses, I was away from them.
Q How big is that room?
A It could be 4 x 4 or 3 meters, I cl.nm:t say exactly.
Q Foint that out, give a description in this room?
A It is hard to show that in this room.
Q Is it the size of one of those squares in that ceiling?
A Yes, about that,
Q And there were 12 bodies carried out and put in that room the

night you were there, is that it?
A 12 corpses were carried to this room.
Q@  And you didn't come in contact with them at all?
A I had nothing to do with it, I only had to control the inmates.
Q Now on the night the 12 prisoners were shot, how many SS men were
on duty in the horse stable?

A I cannot say how many S8 people were there.

—

< How many of the people from you headquarters staff were on duty?

A I cannot say that because I didn't check with the ctnor people,

14
(Hilber ger -cross)
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and I didn't know what their duties were. I received my orders, was put
there and I followed these orders.
« Did you see Dittrich there?
A I sew Dittrich once there, but I myself was not there that time,
1 only had the orders to pick up the mccompanying people of that transport,
they were Wehrmacht members of the transport who accompanied that transport,
and on that occasion I saw Dittrich, otherwise 1 lnew nothing.
Q On the night you were in the corpse room, was it not necessary to
administer the so-oalled mercy shot to some of those corpses?
A I did not give any mercy shots.
1 did not ask whether you did, but did you see anyone else do it?
I saw that Plank fired a mercy shot,
And was that the only person who fired a mercy shot?
I saw no other person who could have fired any mercgy shot,

Where is Flank today?

> £ » © PP o

I cannot say that, I left Duchenwald in 1942 and where they came
from or stayed since that time I do not know. 1 have no connection with
Buchenwald any more after I left.

Q You didn't like your duties at Buchenwald, did you?

A I would like to see the man who wu;.d Iike such duties.

Q When did you first become an S5 man?

A I came to be an S5 man in 1933.

Q And particularly you didn't like your duties down at the horse
stable, is that notso?

A I didn't like the whole life at Buchenwald.

Q Did you ever apply for a transfer before you finally went to the
Front in 19427

A I applied for that frequently, it was always turmed down ttth a
notation seying that I should pay attention to the Fuehrer's orders, which
says everybody has to do his duty no matter where he is placed., All people
who were able to do Front duty would be called for that duty when the time

came. After I had made such an application twice I was told if I would do

162
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it again I would be put in front of & court martial because of dissertion.
Q  But you did go to the Fromt, didn't you?
A Yes, after I went to the Front.
Q How did youlsppen to go to the Front if you did not spply for it?

A I always tried, but those orders were from the Leadership Main

Q Who was camp commandant while you were there’

A Colonel Koch, and after that Lt. Col. Pister.

Q  And how long did you know Kooh?

A 1 knew Koch since Buchenwald but before that I knew him also
because he was in my home regiment.

Q As a matter of fact you knew him since 1934 didn't you?

A I camot say 1934, but in 1936 I saw him at a roll call, at that
time he was not known to me personally.

Q Why was it necessary for a mercy ll.wt to be administered to some
of these corpses?

A Because they still showed some signs of life.

Q How were they shot originally?

A I cannot say how they were shot and so forth because I did not

kill them. £

Q You heard testimony in the court here as to the mammer in which
they were shot?

A I assume that was the way.

Q You saw the demonstration in front of prosecution exhibit p-12,
did you not?

A Demonstration? I didn't see that.

Q Didn't you see somebody come up here and show the manner in
which the prisoners were shot?

A I can remember and I know thet somebody was standing in front
there.

Q Did you see a wall that looked something like this in the horse
stable?

A The wall was there, but this slit in it was much smaller.
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¢ Tell me how vig was the slit?

A I cannot say exactly because I didn't look too closely, but at
least a half smaller.

“ Come up to the prosecution exhibit P-1l and show me where that wall
was?

A  Here (Prosecution: indicatin; the heights gauge of prosecution
F-11)

Q After these four ocoasion when you were at the horse stable,
didn't you receive extra rations of bread, meat and wine?

A I never réceived wine, once I received a piece of bread and liver
sausage.

Q How about Schnapps?

A I never received Schnapps.

Q How about cigarettes?

A Once I received 6 cigarettes.

Q Now as a matter of fact, on one of these occasions when you were
at the horse stable, Dittrich was there, was he not?

A When I was there, no.

Q Didn't you tell me a few pinutes ago'that you saw Dittrich at the
horse statie?

A I said that but in a different connection.

Q You were both together, you were all there?

A We were not both there, I came in order to pick up the accompanying
persomnel of the transport, I reported there and after that I left again,
and on that occasion I saw Dittrich.

< On that occasion, didn't you and Dittrich receive your extra
rations right there in the horse stable? .

A I said that 1 only received additional rations once.

Q Just answer my question. Is it not a fact that you and Dittsich
received extru rations in the horse stable at the same time?

A No, I never received my ration which I was due in the horse stable.

Q Now didn't you on one occasion see Hupfer administer mercy shots?
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A
“

No.

You never saw Hupfer administer a mercy shot in the horse stable

is that right?

A
Q
A
Q
A

R

No.

These men who were shot, what was their nationality?
Russians,

Whet type of Russians?

I cannot ssy that because I was only told Kussians.

Now you had orders to pick up the accompanying people with the

transport, is that right?

A
«

A

)
A

Yes, 1 had that order because they r omained in Buchenwald over night.
Now, who were they?

Members of the Wehrmacht.

Did they tell you who the prisoners 'woro‘l.

I asked the transport commander who they were and he said they were

Russians who ocarried out illegal acts on the Front against German soldiers,

injured prisoners and so forth. He refused to give me any more precise

informtion,

Q Now, who again were the persons who accompanied the transport?

A Members of the Wetymacht. I

Q And who is the man who told you who these prisoners were?

A Upon receiving the orders from the adjutant, I was told already
that they were Kussians.

Q Now, who told you? §

A The adjutant - the first time when I was ordered to do it.

< Now did the adjutant tell you that they were Russian prisoners of
war?

A He said Russians.

Q What is the name of the adjutant who told you?

A Bungeler.

Q And he didn't tell you that they were Russian prisoners of war?

A

1 cannot say anything else, he said Russiane to me, I never found

out anything more precise,

(Hilberger- cross)
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Q Do you remember makin; a statement on the second day of April
1947 to Mr. Kirschbaum, an investigator in this case?

n Yes, 1 can remember that.

Q Do you remember being asked this question, "These were the ocorpses
of Kussian POWs" and do you remember giving this amnswer, "Yes.........
we were told that they were Russian POWS". Do you remember being asked that
question and giving that answer?

A 1 cannot say that they were Russian POWs, and I must say that if I
put that down then it is because I was put under quite a bit of pressure
during the interrogation by Mr. Kirschbaum.

< Is that your signature?

- Yes.

PROSECUTION: Witness indicated signature on statement typed in
German dated 2 April 1947 entitled “Inmrog;tion of Hilberger at WCE 29,
April 1947, '
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs

Q Is that statement which you swore to there carrect or the statement
which you make today correct?

A 1 cannot say that they were Kussiau FOWs or Russian commissars as
they were called, I can only say they were Russians.

Q In the very next question in the same statement after you answered
that you were told they were Russian FOYs, were you asked the following
question "Who told you so?" and did you make the following answer, "The
adjutant told us at that time"?

A Thet they were Russians.

Q Now were they Russians or Russian POWs?

A 1 only know that they were Russians.

Q Now, on the first page of the same statement were you asked the
following question, "Do you know the horse stable of concentration camp
Buchenwald?" and did you make the following answer, "I do"?

A Yes.

Q Now were you asked the following question, "In what conneotion?"

and did you make the following answer, "In the connection with the
(Hilberger-cross) 166
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shooting of Russian POWs"?7

A 1 cannot say that, whemever I went to give an answer in front of
Mr. Kirschbaum I was shouted at in such a manner that I could not give a
clear answer.

Q Did you read that statement vefore you signed it?

A I would like to say, as I said before, that my condition wa s
so low after the interrogation by Mr. - irschbaum that I signed it just to
be finished with the matter.

Q Now look at the next question, were you asked this question,

"How do you know they were Russian FOWs" and did you give the following
answer, "Judging by the uniform"?

A I know that this question was asked about uniforms, and I
answered that they were Russian uniforms.

Q Now were you asked the following quosﬁon, "In what year were
Russian POWs shot in thc horse stable at Concentration Camp Fuchenwald?"
and did you give the following answer, "At the end of 1941 and beginning
of 1942 as far as I know"?

A As far as I know, yes.

. Now a few moments ago you said you belidve they were Russians who
had committed illegal acts against the Cerman soldiers on the Front, do you
believe these killin s in the horse stable were taken by way of reprisal?

A 1 cannot say that, I was only a non-commissioned officer.

Q How 40 you know then that they were brought there to be shot
against acts they had committed against German scldiers on the Zastern Front?

A As the transport commender explained to me that they had committed
acts against wounded German soldiers.

.  And ss a result of that they were being shot in reprisal, is that

it?
A 1 cannot say that, I do not know it.
Q Did you hear an execution order read?
A 1 camot sey thet an order was read, I didn't read one, I can '
(Hilterger=cross)
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. only say that as I was standin_, over there Captain Florstedt read something
in a language which I didn't understand.
Q Now, you heard Schobert testify yesterday, one of your defemnse
. witne sses?
A Yes.
Q And in reply to questioning by the court you heard him say that

nothing was read to them, didn't you?

A Yes.

Q All right, now do you believe there was an execution oarder or not?
A I must assume that.

< You must assume what?

A That one existed, I got ny orders from lst Lt. Bungeler who gave
it to me upon orders from the commendant, and there it was explaired to me
that the orders came from the Keich ifain Secn.';rity Office in Berlin,

Q Who orders you to attend these various sessions in the horse
stable? |

A 1st &t. Bungeler.

Q Did they ever come down to check up to see if you were on duty?
A How am I to understand that, check on it?
Q Did Hungeler come down to see if you were theref
A  Pungeler was present himself as adjutant and court officer.
. Q Was he there on every ‘occasion when you were there?

A When I was there, he was there each time.

Q And he personally got in touch with you anu told you to report to
the horse stable, is that right?

A I was not ordered to report there.

Q Did he personally order you to report for duty, that is the question,
answer yes Or nNo.

A He personally ordered me there, I had to report to Sungeler.

Q How did he do it, by telephone or did he ask you to come to the
office?

A I was called to Bungeler's officer over the telephone, I had to

to report to him,

(Hilverger-cross) 168



. TA 10-VC-Berger=-12/2-16
Q Just one otner question. As you were going through this area,
through the Consulting RKoom through The Way of the Corpses (Frosecution:
indicating from right to left of prosecution exhibit P-11), did you see
. medical charts and medical instruments in the so-cdlled Consulting Room?
A I did not see any instruments, only charts.
Q What kind of charts were they?
A They were instruction charts concerning the human body.
PROSECUTION: No further questions.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL:
. Q This order that you teltirglr about and you assumed was an order
which you heard read, was this the room where you heard it read by Florstedt?
A Yes. (Defense: indicating P-11 known as the room where the death
candidates had been undressed.) I was -hndix;g over here and they walked up
to here. '
Q Didn't you hear how Schobert testified yesterday that he was
always in the so-called Consulting Room?
A Yes, that was what Schovert shidd.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: ¢
. Q Now when Florstedt was reading this order, in what language was
he reading it?
A I explained that it was a foreign language which I did not
understand.
Q Was there not a Russian General present with the person speaking
in that foreign language?
A Net when I was there.
Q Did you ever see a Russian General on the four occasions when you
were giving instructions to the prisoners?
A No.
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COURTs

< When you got this extra ration after you had been on duty, where
(Hilborgor-rediroot-roarou-court) 169
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did you get it?
b4 A At the office of the adjutant in the headquarters building.
Who gave it to you?
Master Sergeant Thalmann.

And who else got an extra ration at the sams time?

P oo > o

I cannot say that. I only received it the next day.
PRESIDENT: Any further questions? There appear to be none, the
accused will return to the dock.

(Whereupon the accused was excused and resumed his place in the dock.)
FRESIDENT: The court will recess for 20 minutes.)

(Whereupon the court adjourned 1020 hours.)

(Hilberger-court) 170
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1040 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Court will come to order.

PROSECUTION: Let the record show all members of the court are
present, defense, accused, prosecution, reporter and interpreter are present,

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense calls as its next witness the accused
Horst Dittrich,

PRESIDENT: You may make a sworn or an unsworn statement, on which
you may be cross examined. You are advised that the court may draw such ine
ferences as the circumstances justify from your refusal to answer or from
your failure to take the stand in your own behalf. Are you now willing to
testify?

ACCUSED DITTRICH: Yes.

PRESIDENT: Will you ulm a sworn or an unsworn statement?

ACCUSED DITTRICH: Under oath.

PRESIDENT: You will be ‘nom.

HORST DITTRICH, an accused, voluntarily took the stand in his own behalf,
being first duly sworn, and made the following sworn statement through an in-
terpreter as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION '

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL:

What is your name?

Horst Dittrich,

How 0ld are you?

36 years.

What is your nationality?

German,

Were you at Buchenwald Concentration Camp during the last war? -

Yes.

You have heard testimony here with respect to the horse-stable, have
?

3
e
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Yes.

(Dittrich = Direct#
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Q You heard testimony with respect to executions t-.h;t. were carried
out there?
A Yes.
Q How many times were you at the horse-stable for executions?
> A Four times,
Q Will you show us on Prosecution's Exhibit P-11 where you were
stationed the four times you were at the horse-stable?
A In this room and this room over here.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Let the record indicate the witness pointed to
the so-called consulting room on exhibit P=1l and the rifle room.
Q How many times were you in the rifle room?
A Three times.
Q And how many times in this room, the consulting room?
A  Here I was every time, four times.
Q Who ordered you to appear at the horse stabia?
A The first order I received by telephone through the adjutant, Schmidt.
Q  Dittrich back to that first question, do you mean to say that you
were four times in the consulting room and t.rico'in the rifleman's chamber,
or did you mean to say two times——— i
PROSECUTION: Before it is even translated prosecution objects to
putting the words right into that witness' mouth.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: I'll withdraw the question and reframe it for you.
Q Dittrich will you please come back to the exhibit?
(Whereupon the witness approaches Prosecution's Exhibit P-11.)
How many times were you in this room?
Three times.,
How many times were you at the horse-stable for exscutions?
Four times.

How many times were you in the consulting room?

» L » O » D

Four times,

(Dittrich = Direct)
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Q Now when you were in this room did you also perform duties in
this room at the same time?
. A Yes.,
Who ordered yoll to appear at the horse-stable?
First Lieutenant Schmidt.
What type of an order did you receive to appear at the horse-stable?

- O » D

85 First Lt. Schmidt called me over the phone one afternoon and he
said, "Dittrich you can't leave the camp tonight. The Russians are coming
and you will receive further orders." i
. Q : What does the Reich Security Main Office mean to you?
; A For me the Reich Security Main Office was my highest superior
headquasters. j
Q You stated that you worked three times in the consulting room.
PROSECUTION: No, he said four times. '
Q How many times did you work in the consulting room?
A I was in that room four times.
Q While you worked in that room did you ever see any orders from
superior officers? ¢
A Yes.
. Q Will you tell us what that order had on it?
A I read the order which S5 acting First Sergeant Thalmann handed
over to me and this order originated from the Reich Security Main Office,
Q How did you know it originated from the Reich Security Main Office?
A It was printed on the upper left-hand corner of the letter.
< You have heard testimony here in this case that the participants in
the detail at the horse-stable were all from the headquarters staff, have you
not?

A Yes. . S

(Dittrich = Direct)
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- 7 Q

Can you tell us why the men from the headquarters staff were chosen

for the work at the horse-stable?

a

If the commander of the camp received his order to carry out executions

from Berlin then of course he would use his headquarters staff because he had

these men right on his hands.

Q
A

Q
@ ¥
Q

What do you mean by, right on his hands?
They were in his area, that was his staff,

You have heard testimony here with respect to the manner in which

these executions were carried out, have you not?

Yes.

Can you give any explanation as to why the executions were carried

out in this manner?

A

Why it was carried out in this manner I don't know. I asked the

acting First Sergant Thalmann why and he told me that directives had come

"/ from Berlin which described in detail &he manner in which the executions had

to be carried out.

> O » DO

Q
A

Q
A

Did you know Florstedt at camp?

Yes, I knew him. [

Could Florstedt speak Russian?

Yes, as far as I know and also Polish,.

You have heard testimony here to the effect that these executions

were proceeded by mock physical examinations, have you not?

Yes,
Can you give us any explanation as to why that was done?
No, I can not give you this explanation. Since I have heard from

SS Sergeant Thalmann that the manner in which the exscutions had to be carried

out by order of Berlin I assume that also had been ordered by Berlin,

(Dittrich = Direct)
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When did you leave Buchenwald?
I don't know the:exact date, but around the middle of December 1942.
Where did you go to from Buchenwald?
From Buchenwald I went to Prague.
Did you live in the camp all the time Dittrich?
I lived on the post, yes.
You have seen Prosecution's Exhibit P=12 here, have you not?
Yes.
And you heard the prosecution's witness testify that this opening
in’ gauge is correct, have you not?
Yes.
Is it correct?
No.
Wil you'toll us why it is not?
This slit is much too wide.

DDDPDD-%D?DF-D’D?D

Referring to the room known as Riflemans' Chamber on Prosecution's
Exhibit P=1l where you stated you were present two or three times, was this
room always dark during an execution? A
. - A It was absolutely darke.
. Q Could any man standing out here in this room which is marke, Way
of the Corpses, have identified any man in this rifleman's chamber?
A Noe | .
Q Could any man on the outside of the rifleman's chamber look over it?
A No, he could not.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Your witness.
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:
3  Dittrich, Prosecution's Exhibit P-11 is a true diagram of the horse-
stable, is it not?

A It is a reproduction of the horse-stable, but I cannot say a correct one.

(Dittrich = Croes)
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Q Do you recall testifying with respect to the diagram of the horse-
stable in the parent Buchenwald case?

A Yes,

Q And do you recall testifying that that particular diagram which was
Prosecution's Exhibit P=29 was a correct reprodcution?

A I said that it was a reproduction of the horse-stable, but I also
pointed out the mistakes on it.

Q And what were the mistakes you pointed out?

(Witnese walks over to Prosecution's Exhibit P-11.)

A I do not know these rooms over here.

PROSECUTION: Indicating Dreesing Roomsé and Dining Room of the SS
and the Empty room, in the center portion of the diagram. _

A (Cont'd.) And here there was originally a door. The door was open
but still part of the door was still there. This wall was not straight all
the way, but a little was was sticking out.

PROSECUTION: Indicating the opening between the consulting room
and the cully on P-1l. "

A (Cont'd.) Here too was a door and this do;r was closed.

PROSECUTION: Indicating the opening between the cully and the
way of the corpses.

A (Cont'd.) I do not know this table over here and I don't know what
this is supposed to be. I don't know that there was a stove there,

Q Now these last discrepancies that you have pointed out to me and
the doors between the cully, consulting room and way of the corpses, did you
tell the court in the Parent Case that there were mistakes in that diagram?

A No.

Q Why didn't you tell the court about those changes at that time?

A It came into my mind only later.

(Dittrich - Cross)
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Q  Oh, you remembered it after you had testified in the Parent Buchenwald
Case, is that it?

A Yes.

Q Now look at Prosecution's Exhibit P-12, was the partition just
about that high?

A It was an entire wall up to the ceiling.

Q  Now you have heard testimony that the height scale which the prisoners
were shot through was approximately two meters high, is that correct?

'y Yes, it was marked in this manner on the wall.

Q  How was it marked on the wall, come over to this wall and show us
how it was marked?

(Whereupon the witness walked over to Exaibit P-12.)

_ A For instance this was the entire height of the room. Up to a height
of two meters the various centimeters and meters were marked on the wall and
inside these notations was a little slit, .

Q Then this doesn't represent the wall in front of which the prisoners
stood, is that correct?

A Wy shouldn't it have looked like this.

PROSECUTION: Resume your .seat.

(Whereupon the witness did as directed.)

Q You heard testimony here by Helbig and Zgoda that the wall was
approximately two meters high and one meter eighty wide. Now did that mean
the wall or did that mean a line on the wall?

A That was referring only to the marked part of the wall.

Q Was there actually a line drawn on the wall at a height of two

(4]

meters an 1.80 meters on each side?
A Yes,
Q What was the purpose of that line?
A I don't know that,

(Dittrich - Cross)
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< In this room which is reférred to as the cully there is a statement,
"Floodlights", Vhere were the floodlights in the cully?

A On the ceiling was a large light.

Q Were they rather powerful lights?

A Yes, it was a strong light.

Q  Now on the first occasion when you did some shooting, how many
Russians did you shoot?

A Eight approximately.

Q Was that on one of the nights when you also were on duty in the
consulting room?

A Yes. y

Q  Did you do the shooting of these prisoners before you were in the
consulting room or after you were in the conlnlt’-ing room?

A After I had been in the consulting room.

Q Who did you relieve in the rifleman's chamber when you went in
to do the shooting?

F SS Sergeant Thlinann ordered me to relieve Baier.

< Now was Helbig in there on any of the ‘occasions when you did some
shooting?

A I can't remember that,

Q When you were in the consulting room what did you do there?

A I was sitting there on the table and then I received the written
order from Thalmann and then I checked off the names of the men he had called.

Q Were you wearing a white coat?

A Yes.

Q How many more SS men were in the consulting rocnwhiloyounri in
there wearing this white coat?

A Approximately six men were present.

(Dittrich - Cross)
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Q

sulting room with you?

A

= O » ©O

Q

What were the other S5 men doing?

I can't tell you in detail what they did.

Well were they conducting physical examinations on these prisoners?

Yes.

Well what were they doing, was someone examining the eyes?

No he didn't examine the eyes, he made more of a general examination.

Did he examine the throat and mouth?

Yes.

Did someone examine their hearts?

No.

Did they tap their chests?

No. "

Did they raise their hands over their heads?

Yes.

What was the purpose of that?

To see under their shoulders to see whether they had lice.

What were the names of some of those SS men who were in the con-
! .

There were officers and n_m-co-iuimd'offioorl present .

Name them,

The camp commander Pister.

Did you see Barnewald there?

Yes, and Doctor Hofen,

Was the Barnewald you saw there the same Barnewald who was a witness

here on the stand yesterday as a defense witness?

A

-

A

Yes, the same,
Did you hear him deny that he was there?

I heard that. They are doing this now all the time.

(Dittrich - Cross)

179



‘n:ll-Borgarotal-ZDoc-leo

Was he right or was he wrong?

He was wrong, he was present.,

Did you see Hilberger in that room?

Once I saw him there.

What was Hilberger doing?

I can't tell you that, he was present only for a short time,

Did Hilberger wear a white coat?

Yes, I think so.

When you reported for duty at the horse-stable did you report alone

DbDbDbObD

or did you walk down there -with some other SS men?
A I went over there alone. )
How did you get the call to go down there?
Every time I was informed by tolophan...
Who telephoned you? S
The adjutant Schmidt or Thalmann,
Q llowont.hofonrmuiomonuhiohyonlqryoutookpartinthl
activities at the horn--tablo, did you report there alone?

> O » o

A TYes, every time I got there most of the others were usually present,

Q When you left did you leave in the company of others, or did you
leave alone?

A I went alone because I had an entirely different route to take,

Q Where did you pick up the extra rations?

A I didn't pick up any,

Q Didn't you ever receive any extra rations for your duty at the
horse-stable?

A Yes, I got them,

d well where did you receive them and when?

A I received them right in the horse-stable after the executions

were carried out,

(Dittrich - Cross)
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Q And on one of those occasions didn't Hilberger receive rations at
the same time you did?

A I couldn't say that,

Q Now were there not two or more bottles of schnapps standing right
there in the room after the executions were over?

A There might have been two bottles.

Q And why these executions were going on occasionaly one of the SS men,
maybe yourself, would have a drink, is that right?
Not during the execution.
After the execution?
Yes.
And you all got together and talked the thing over didn't you?
Vihat was to be talked about there.
What was the nationality of these prisoners who were shot?
Russians.
Were they Russian prisoners of war?
Yes.
How do you know t.hloy were Russian pri'.-onu'l of war?
Because it said so'in the order. :
Vhat order?
In the order which the acting First Sergeant Thalmann handed to me.

o > O » © > © > O » O » O »

Now is that the order that had the heading of the Main Security Office
on it?
A Yes.
Q You have heard a lot of other witnesses here say that they were not
Rugchn prisoners of war and that order did not say that? _
A The order which I read said that they were Russian prisoners of war. .
Q  How many times did you read an order of that type?
A Three times when I was present I had it in my hands.

(Dittrich = Cross)
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Q Now when the witness Otto said yesterday that they were Commissars
and Politruks and so listed in the order he was wrong, wasn't he?

DEFENSE COUNSEL: If it please the court, I object to the question
because I don't believe the testimony would show that he said, in the order.
He said, Commissars and Politruks, but I think you should delete the words,
in the order,

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled.

A That was a mistake by Otto.

Q Was Otto incorrect when he said, the order from the Reich Security
Main Office listed these prisoners as Commissars and Politruks?

A He might have read an order of such type, I don't know about that,

Q But the order you read said, prilonnrcr of war?

A Yes.

Q Who ordered you into the rifleman's chamber on the occasion when
you shot these prisoners?

“ 88 acting First Sergeant Thalmann.

Q ﬂllyougomrtothchnrtmdpo!nboﬁttho route you took to
get into the rifleman's chamber? "

(Whereupon the witness approached exhibit P-11,)

A I was sitting here on this table.

PROSECUTION: Indicating a table in the lower portion of the cone=
sulting roam on Prosecution's Exhibit P-11,

A (Cont'd.) After I had received the order from Thalmann I walked out
of the room this was, around here to the right, and walked in through this
door here.

PROSECUTION: Indicating a route into the rifleman's chamber below
the consult’ng room,

Q Now when you entered the rifleman's chamber what ﬁ;ppﬂ!ld?

A Then I shot,

Q How did it come about that you would shoot?

A I shot after I received a knocking sign.

(Dittrich - Cross) oo
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Q Will you come over here to exhibit P-‘-12 and indicate to the court
Jjust how that came about?

(Whereupon the witness approached P=12.)

A I need another man for that,

(Whereupon Mr. Kirschbaum approached P-12.)

A (Cont'd.) One of the ss men who brought the Russian prisoners of
war from the consulting room over to this room and put him in front of this
wall, took him by his arm and put his back against the wall and then with
his foot he gave a knocking sign. After this knocking sign was given then
the rifleman shot through this slit,

« Of what material was the wall made? -

A I can't remember that right now, _ S

< Well was it a thick wall? '

A No, I really can't remember. , . e i

Q Was it» made of wood?

A I think it was made out of wood, but I cannot tell ycu for certain
because I really don't remember.

Q  Well it was thin enough so that if sémeope kicked on the wall with
his foot it would make a sound that you would hear on the other side, is that
right?

A Yes, one would hear it,

Q Vhen you left the consulting room to go into the _r"iﬂm'l chamber,
someone would come out of the rifleman's chamber and relieve you in the con=
sulting room wouldn't he?

A It was also possible that he had left the room before.

Q When you went to the rifleman's chamber you continued wearing your
white coat, didn't you?

A Yes, I don't think I took it off.

(Dittrich - Cross)
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.

Q That was the same type of white coat which is usually worn by
doctors, isn't it?

_ A Yes, the same form and cut,

Q  Then you entered the rifleman's chamber you also put a cellophane
mask over your face, did you not? l

A No,

Q Well didn't you wear some type of mask over your face as you lhofr.T

A No.

Q When these Russian prisoners of war were led up in front of the
wall would the 5SS man who was on duty with the corpse bearers lead them up
to the wall also? |

A I don't know who was in charge there;

Q  Well whoever was there, would he assist in placing the priscner
in front of the slot?

"7 A Yes, one of the SS men put him against the wall, ’

And it might be anyone of them in that group, is that right?
Anyone, it could have been,

On how many different nights did you'ahoot. at prioonorl‘ of war?
On three. : :

How many did you shoot the first night?

Eight,

How many were shot altogether that night?

36 to 4O.

How many did you shoot the second night?

Sixteen,

And how many were shot altogether on that night?
Around forty. .

How many did y ot the third night?

> O » O » O p O » O » DO » b

u to 16.
(Dittrich - Cross)
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Q And how many were shot altogether on the third night?

A Around forty.

Q  How many shots are there in that type of pistol, in the clip, which
you used?

A Eight shots in one clip.

Q@  Who shot the prisoners of war other then those you shot on the

nights when you did some shooting?

A  Baier, Fischer and Lehnert.

Q Are they the only persons who did shooting on the nights when you
did shooting?

A No, these are the ones I know about.

Q  How did you know that they did the shooting?

A Because the first time SS acting First Sergeant Thalmann told me
I should relieve Baier, The second time I saw myeelf that Fischer left the
room and the same day I also obeerved that Lehnert went into the room after
I left.

Q In other words the SS men who were working in and around that area
could easily see who came in and went out of th4qt chamber, couldn't t.hdﬂ

A No, otherwise I would Have been able wu{f to see.

] How many SS men were present during an evening shooting?

A In this room approximately six to eight members of the SS.

Q And how many in the entire horse~stable during theee evenings
of shooting?

A I don't know that.

- Well didn't you move around through the horse-stable on evenings
when you went down there?

A No.

Q And when you were on duty, for instance in the consulting room,
you didn't know there were SS men around the hallway and in the entrance room
where the prisoners undressed?

A I only saw one man standing there at the door.

(Dittrich = Cross)
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Q

How do you know that this room, indicating dressing room on Pros-

ecution's Exhibit P-11, was constituted as it is?

A

-
A
«

I never said that it was like this.

Well didn't you say that is an accurate diagram of the horse-stable?
Yes, certainly it was a horse-stable.

Well then, how do you know this room had two rooms in it, indicating

two rooms, one for straw and one for horse fodder and how did you know there

were two loudspeakers in the Yoom?

A

That was a horsestable before,I had seen it when there were still

horses in it and I knew it therefore.

Q

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Were there loudspeakers in that room when the horses were still there?
I heard the loudspeakers, I never saw them.

When the horses were in the stable?

No, not at that time,

How did you know that this dressing room of the SS was not there?
There was no room at all,

How do you know?

Because I do not remember that there wap a room.

Well did you go into that room? '

Yes, certainly I went in there.

Did you see any SS men on duty when you came over there?

Only one fellow was standing at the door.

Which door, this one here?

Yes, on that door,

PROSECUTION: Indicating the door above the room entitled, "Lavatory",

in the central portion of P-11,

. Q

Now in view of the fact that there were eight shots in each clip and

approximately forty men were shot on a night, how many SS men. did the shooting?

A

Three.

(Dittrich - Cross)
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2 And they were usually in the consulting room before they did the
shooting or after the same as you were, were they not?

A Yes, I assume so, -

Q And then they went from their duty in the consulting room to the
rifleman's chamber to shoot, is that correct?

A Yes, whenever I had the order to do so I did.

> Q Now did every man in the consulting room have to take his turn in
the rifleman's chamber?

A How should I know that?

Q Wasn't it the usual practice that the nn/:.:.t.ho consulting room
first and then he would go into the rifleman's chamber to shoot?

A I don't know that. ‘ :

Q Well you were in the consulting room before you shot?

A Yes.

Q@ And then after you finished your duty in the consulting room you
went into the rifleman's chamber, didn't you?

A I wasn't finished with my work. Someone else had to take over my
job and I then had to do this.

Q And the someone else that took over }our,-,job had probably come from
the rifleman's chamber, hadn't he?

A I wasn't in the room then anymore, I don't know what he would be
doing.

Q There is no doubt in your mind that the physical examination which
took place in the consulting room was just a fake, isn't that so?

A I asked why this was done in this manner the next d.lv after I had
been there for the first time and Thalmann told me that the entire manner in
which this place was set up and the executions were carried out in accordance
with a sample in the Concentration Camp COranienburg and that it had been

ordered to do it in the same manner.

(Dittrizh - Cross)
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Q@  Now you recall testifying in the Parent Buchenwald Case, don't you?

" Yes.

Q Do you remember being asked this question by the court, quoting from
page 1279 of the Buchenwald record of trial. Question: "Why then in your
opinion was it necessary to have this so-called fake physical examination and
all the other pantomime that went on?" And do you remember giving this answer,
"In my opinion it was necessary, but I don't know why it was done".

A Yes, because it had been ordered. That is the reason it was necessary.,

Q@ You didn't tell the court at that time though, dic you?

A No.
*] You didn't say anything to the court about an o;ﬂor from Berlin
at that time did you, when the court itself nloc; you the question?

A Of course I talked sbout this order from Berlin.

Q In your testimony before the other trial?

A Yes, I talked about this order from Berlin.

Q Wasn't that with respect to the order that prisoners of war were
to be executed, but not in the manner in which they were to be executed and
not with respect to the physical examination? f

A The details were not mentioned in this order, but reference was made
in this order to the instructions which had been given as to the manner in which
the executions would have to be carried out,

Q@  So the order from Berlin didn't say anything about the physical
examination at all?

A I don't know that because I did not read the instructions which
ordered the details in regard to the manner in which the executions had to
be carried out,

Q As a matter of fact this fake examination was somewhat of a game you
were playing with the prisoners, wasn't it?

A It had been ordered and had to be done in this manner.

QDo you remember making a statement on the 1lth of March 19477

A Yes, that is possible.

(Dittrich - Cross)
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Q And do you remember being asked this cuestion, "This was a gams
which the non-comniuiﬁnod officers had during these executions, is that
correct?”. And do you remember giving the following answer to the questions,
"Yee"?

A I don't remember this but if it is written there it may be.

Q Now going back to the rifleman's chamber for a minute. Could you
see who was doing the shooting behind that wall, if you were standing outside?

A No.

Q In your statement of 24 February 1947, do you remember being asked
this question? "You saw how Helbig pulled the slide back on his pistol?" and
you gave thie answer, "This could not be uon"?_

DEFENSE COUNSEL: If it please the court, please connect this up
with what your talking about so the witness w.ﬂl understand.

THE WITNESS: I don't know in which connection I was supposed to
have seen that, - .

Q Now I'll ask you the next question. Did you--—- ‘

DEFENSE COUNSEL: If it please the court, I ask that the prosecution
lay more foundation so the man will know what he is talking about. I have no
objection if he connects this up with what object he is working the slide on.
What did you see and that is all he asks him.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (Cont'd.)

Q Question: "What did you see?" And did you make this answer: "I
saw that he was behind the wall and I heard that there were shots fired",

A That I heard that shots were fired?

Q Did you make that enswer to that question?

A Yes, certainly somebody was behind the wall when shots were fired.

Somebody had to be behind it.

(Dittrich - Cross)
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Q And the next question, "And you saw how the Russian prisoner of

war who was standing with his back to the wall collapsed?"

A Yes.
Q And did you answer, "Yes"?
A Yes,
A < Were you asked this question: "Could not two members of the 85 stand

behind the wall"? And did you answer, "No, for this was too narrow".
A Yes, that is correct.
< Were you asked this question, "Were there ever two NCO's standing
behind the wall?" and did you give this answer, "No".
A Yes, that is correct. R
Q  Vere you asked this question, "Was the horse-stable illuminated
during the time the shooting took place?" and did you give this answer, "Yes,
.the rooms were illuminated. In the rear where the man was standing who shot,
that is the other room, it was dark and through the embrasure the light was
shining in."
A Yes, that is correct.
Q Now does that mean the light was shirfing in through this embrasure,
indicating opening in Prosecution's Exhibit P-127
A Yes, certainly. Which other way should the light get into the other
room if not through the slit.
PROSECUTION: No further questions,
PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1315 hours.
(Whereupon court recessed until 1315 hours.)

(Dittrich - Cross)
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AFTERNOON SESSION
. (Wnhereupon the court reconvened at 1335 hows, )

PHESIDENT: Court will come to order.

PROSECUTIONs Let the record show that all the members of the
court, the prosecution, the defense, all the accused, the interpreter and
reporter are present,

The withess will resume the stande The witness is reminded he is
still under oathe

HORST DITTRICH, an accused, voluntarily resumed the stand, and being
. reminded he was still under oath, continued to make the following sworn
statement F.hrougl an interpreter:
REDIMECT EXALINATION
QLESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL: ’

\/

v

« Dittrich, who gave the order to go intc the riflamen's charber?
A Master Sergeant Thalmann,
Q Did Thalmann ever discuss with you anytding about the so-called
prisoners of war?

A Yes,
A % W1l you tell us what that discussion was about?
% - ~— A Thalmann exnlained to me that these R:maian Plic were senterced
to death by a court in Berlin. ‘
& Wiere you once a2 prisoner of war yourself?
A Yes.

What typec of prisoner are you now?

F &)

A A civilian intemee 2ccused of a war crime,

Q Do you know where Thalmann got his orders?
) A Directly from the Adjutant,
(Dittrich-Redirect)
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Q Speaking of Prsecution's Exhibit P-12 over there in the comer
. of the courtroom, will you tell the court whether or not you can see through
that slit and identify 2 man behind it?
A The way it's standing there now, yes.
Q But if it were dark on the inside, could you see a2 man behind 1t?
n lice
& W11l you come over here a minute, Dittrich.
(Whereupon the witness did as directed.)
. Q  ¥Will you show the court appraximately how far behind this
gege you were standing when you fired the shots?
A About this far,
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Let the record indicate that the accused
Dittrich stood aporoximately a meter and a half behind the slit in the
height gage, Prosecution's Exhibit P-12,
No further cuestions. : F
RECROSS TLAMINATICN
QUESTIONS FPI PROSECUTION:
Q You mean to tell the court then that 'you,stood a meter and & half
. behird that wall and you fired through e slit which was half as wide as

that slit ard shot a men in the back of the neck?

A Tes.
T @ Did each one of the men you hit die immediately?
- it Tes.
Q They didn't need any mercy shots?
A I don't know, I did not see it,

Well, how do you know they died immediately?

o

el - They collapsed.

(Dittrich-Recross)
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p

Q Could you see them collapse fron where you viere?
. A Tes,
Q fou could see the. prisoners collapse from where you were standing,
is that right, from behind the wall?
A Which inmates?
Q The ones you shot,.
e A Yes, of course I could see that.
Q Now I heard you sgy in ore of yowur statements this morning
. that you saw Helbig and you recogrfized Helbig behind the wall,
A Ican't remember to have said anything like that,
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Is thet in reference to the direct examination
thie moming or the statement made by the accuso:d?
PROSECUTION: Cross examination by the prosecution of the
statement of the 29th day of March 1947. {
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: L
Q The last gquestion on pege six, were you asked this question:
- Wihat did you see?" and did you make this answer, "I saw that he was behind
the vall am I heard that there were shots fired." Now is it true or isn't

. it that you saw Helbig behind the wall?

"

=4

A That is not correct,

Q Is that stetement false then?

A In that statement it says that somebody was standing behind the
™ well and I heard that shots were fired, Nothing was said of Helbig.

Q Is that yowr signature?

A Tes,

(Dittrich-Recross)
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Q Head this question and this answer, referring to page 7 of the
statement o f the 11th of March 1947, the fifth question and answer,

(Wnereupon the witness read from 2 document tendered by the prosecution,)

A <uestion: You sew how Helbig drew his nistol? Answer: One
couldn 't see that.

Q what's the next question and answer?

A Questions What did you see? Answer: I saw that he was behind
the vell and I heard that shots were fired,

Q Now is that true?

\ A Yes, of course, that's correct,

Q When you fired that pistol from the distance of 2 meter and a
half behind the wall, wes your hand extended in front of you? |

A Of cowrse,

N Q  4nd how far was the frort of the pistol barrel from the slit when
you fired the shot?
. A Fifteen to 20 centimeters.

Q Indicate by the use of your hands just how far the front of that
pistol barrel was from the slit,

A This far away (indicating).

PROSECUTION: Indicating a distance of aprroximately eight inches,
No further cuestions.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE CCUNSEL:

G Dittrich, will you explain your statement a little further about
Helbig that you answered to the prosecution's guestion, What did you mean
by that statement?

A That Helbig was starding behind the wall err thet I heard a shot

fired.

(Dittri ch-fledirect)
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Q But you didn't see him when the shot was fired, did you?
PROSECUTION: If the cowt please, that is another question
. where the words were put right in the winess's mouth. He has answered
it three or four times from the statemert, It is objected to.
PRESIDENT: 'That is a leading question. Will the defense reframe
the guestion,
QUESTIONS BY LEFENSE COUNSEL:
Q Will you explain that statement then in yowr own words, Dittrich,
N A I knew that Helbig wae standing behind the wall because I saw
@ "\ him enter through the other door, but I never looked throuch the slit
because that was impossible,
Q #ill you show the court on Prosecut ion's Exhibit P=1l vhere you
saw Helbig enter the rifleman's chember,
A Helbig entered through this door.
DEFENSE CQUNSEL: Iet the record show that the witness pointed
to the rear entrance to the room known as the riflemen's chember.
THE WIINESS: And I also heard the shot when I was in this room,
DEFINSE COUNSEL: That's all,
PROSECUTION: No further guastiona.
. PRAFSIDENT: Arny questions by the court?
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY VEMEERS OF TIE COUAT:
N Q Tou stated that two or three--probebly three——peonle took part
in the shoeting every time you were there?

A Yes.

(Dittrich=Court)
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Q Ard you etated that you relieved Fischer and Lohnert?
® A Plecher end Baler,

Q@  Am Lehnert?

h Once Lehnert cntered after me.

Q  Well, who entered before or after you to make up the number of
people thet participated in the shooting?
IS The first time I wae the last one that shot. The second time
Lehnert entered after me am! the third time I don't remember exactly whether
. I wae the lest rifleman, but I believe I wase
Q Now the first time do you «now who was in there before Baler wue
’ there?
A No, Idon't know thats
PRESIDENT: Any further questions? The witness will retum to
the dock.
(Whereupon the witness was excused ard retumed to the dock.)
| DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense cells as its next witnese the accused
Bresser.
PRESIDENT: The accused Bresser will 'ammsch the bench.
. (Wh ereupon the accused did as directed.)
PRESIDRNT: Bresser, you are advised that you may make a sworn

or an unsworn statement on which you may be cross examined. You are advised

that the court may draw such inferences as the circumstencee Justify from
your refusal to answer or from your failure to take the standin your own
behalf, Are you now willing to testify?

ACCUSED LLGSSER:  Yes,

PRESIDENT: Make a sworn or an wunswom statenant?

ACCUSLD EiisSSERl: Under oaths

(Dittrich-Court)
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JOSEF ZRESSER, an accused, voluntarily took the stand, amd being first
duly sworn, made the followins sworn stetement through an interpretcre

DIRECT EXAUINATION

QUESTICHS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL:

> o > © >

O

v——-,‘

r
«

What is your name?

Josef Eresser.

How old are you?

Forty=six ycarse

What is‘ your nationality?

German.

Were you in the Buchermald Concentration Camp during the last war?
From February 1942 until April 191;5.'

You have heard the testimory presentéd by the proaocutioh with

respect to the activities in the horse-stable, have you not?

A Yese

Q When did you first hear that executions were taking place at the
horse-stable?
™ A In November 1942,

Q Wiere you ever at the horse-stable duz;im any execution?

A  lot inside the horse-stzble, :

Q How meny tires were youat the horse-stable?
S A I was rot in the horse-stable,

Q How many times were you down outside the horse-stable or near

it while an execution was taking place?

~

A

<
N R

Twices

And whet was your duty thet caused you to be there zt that time?

I received an order from the Adjutant to drive the truck with the

corpses to the crematorye

(Gresser-Direct)
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o] Were you a member of the Headquarters Staff, Bresser?

A In a disciplinary manner I was subordinated to the Administrative
Staff and othearwise I was- subordirated to the motor pool of the motor
replacement regiment.

N Q What were your duties at Buchenwald?
N oA I was a driver and driving instructor.
Q4 You stated that you were ordered to go to the horse-stable twice,
is that correct?
A Yes, I received that order twice.
Q And what were your duties on those two occasions?
N I both times drove the vehicle to the crematory.
~ o] Do you know why members of the Hea.dc;uarters Staff were chosen to
work around and about the horse-stable? ' 1
- A I don't know that because as a driver I didn't know anything about

these thinzs, but I can explain it in the following way because the Commander

L id

of Buchemwald, who at the same time was commander of the Bucherwald
community, would first also look upon his staff because his staff was the
same thing to him as a headquarters company is tc; a regirent or to another
unit,

G Do you know why you were chosen to drive the truck to the horse-

stable?
“~ A  On that evening I was the duty driver for that night, and the
night driver had to drive anything which had to be driven after duty
hours.
Q Do you recall vho in the Adjutant's office spoke to you or
ordered you to the site of the execution?
A As I, the first time in Ngﬁvﬂgﬂl&&g or the begim_lin_g__?f”l)ocq_nb.r

of thet year received the order with a small truck to drive to the Headguarters

(Brus.r—l‘)irect)
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Building, the foreman, S8 Sergeant Otto and lst Lieutenant Schmidt, who was
the Adjutant, and the court of ficer, were present. Thereupon I received the
order to drive to the horse-stable with my trucke Upon my question what was
. going on there, S8 Sergeant Otto told me that an order from Berlin from
. the Main S__cc_urit.y Office was here thai Russians had to be executed, and he
showed me the order in this menners

Do you recall what that order said?
Not verbally, only the sense of it,

e »» o

Will you give us what you remember of it.

3 A It was an order from the Reichs &cu}'ity Main Office which was in

the upper left of the page. On the right side was the date and on top it
said "Order." It further stated that the sense of it was that the following
named Russians will be executed upon orders from the Reichs Main Security
Office. Then the names followed and on the bottom there was a comitﬂing
sentence whick I do not remember exactly. Among other things, it said
there were two liﬂea underneath t he mn and it said there that reply is
to be made.

Q Do you recall whose name was signed t¢ this order?
A

. A It was signed by either a Major or Colonel. I could not read the

name, Thereuwon T again received the order from the Adjutant to drive to
the horse-stable with my truck immediately,

Q Will you tell us vhat youwr activities were when you arrived at
the horse-stable the two times you were there amd what haprened when you

left,
A Both times I drove this truck as far as shown on the left side

of this chart and drove it to the crematory.

(Bresser-Direct)
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Q Wias that the only activity you had around the horse-stzble

the tw times you were there?

A That was my only duty I performed there.
DEFRISE COUNSEL: Your witness,
CRCSS ELAMINATION

QIESTIONS BY PHOSLCUTION:

Q Bresser, you remember Helbig testifying in this court last week?

A YTes.

Q herember when Helbig said you were wearing 2 white coat in the
horse-stable?

A I can't remember that and Helbig did not say that.

Q Are you saying now on the stand that Helbig did mot say that you
wore a white coat, in this courtroom last week?

A I can't remember that Helbiz said that in this court.

Q You renmber meking a statement on the 5th day of November 1947
to Mr, Reitzer, American civilian investigator?

A I mde 2 statement, I dm't know the name of the men who took

(

it from me. ¢

\Q Q Do you remember in that st..atomnt. denying that you even knew
that there was such 2 thing as Russian prisoners down at the horse-stable?
A How an I to understand that?
Q This way. Did you know anything sbout the astivities in the
horse-stable when you were first called to go there?
. A Not before thats
w 8 Did you mow arythinz about Commando 997

~ Noe

(Bresser=Cross)
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Q Dic¢ you ever heer it amnounced over ° Ieenesk ctem

in the concentration cemp?

. A What wes announced there?
Q Anything with respect to Commardo 997
ANy I knew nothing about that, What was to be announced there ?

=2

Nobody went around with a bell,

There was & loud-specker system in Bucherwald, wasn't there?
Not where I lived I don't know of any.

Did you live on the post?

I lived in 2 wooden building where the wehicles were standing.
Was that part of the post?

It belonged to the rost, 8

L
o8 = O P DL PO

Now wasn't there a loud-speaker in there over which numerous
ermouncements used to come from Feadquarters?
A I knew nothing about ite There was no such thing at my place.
74 Q When you were Pister's chauffeur, you got around the camp quite
a bit, didn't you?
A Not in campe I only drove Piste; outside of the camp. Pister
drove himself inside the camp.. ;
. Q Just once more before I show you this statement to refresh your
memory. Were you ever inside the horse-stable at Bucherwald?
7 A  Not during an execution.
Q Wihen were you there?
A I wag there perhaps in 1944 or 1945.
Q I have before me your signed statement, the 4th of April 1947.
Were you asked this question: "ihat was happening inside the hor_so-lt-lb_le?l
Do you remember that guestion? ;
A  lNot in thet fashion, pulled out of £ho entire imterrogation. I

must read it in some connection. Here I've got the guestion, "What was

happening in the horee-stable?" Underneath it says, "lio answer.®

(Bresser=Cross) ° 201
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&

A
“
A

That's right. Do vou remember that question Lcin: asked?
Tes, I can remember it in connection with this statement.
Ard you made no enswer is that correct?

Perhaps T paused for e while 2nd because of that "lNo answer" was

written dom. I don't know exactly any more,

~
-

A
stable,
Q

liow tell me what happened in the lhorse-stable?

Now I know that executione o f Russiene ook place in the horse-

When you first went to the horse-stable, you were ordered to take

& truck over there, weren't you?

P

To go there with 2 truck and to get 't.ho corpses and drive them

to the crematory, I wes told that Russianc wefe being executed tﬁm, and

I sew the order which was shown to me by SS Sergeant Otto.

was located. *

A

Now go over to the diagram P-1l and show me where your truck

Upon ordere I received, my vehicle was standing there, just the

way it i1s shown here and I received the order to back it up right uwp

to this place.

Q What year was that? : ‘
> A  That was 1942,

% What part of 19427

- A The erd of 1942, November. )

Q Otto was Master SBrgei:t at that time, wasn't he?

L o

Q Who was the Master Sergeant?

A Master Sergeant? I don't know. Otto was not a Master Sergeants
(EBresser=Cross)
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Q Was he Sergeant Major?

A Whether Otto was ever a Sergeant Major I don't lmow, but I corts
believe so,-

~ low did Otto issue this order to youtotake the truck over and
get the corpses? :

A No, the Adjutant ard Court Officer, the former lst Lieutenant
Schmidt,

Q@ Didn't T understand youto say a few rinutes ego that Otto gave
Jyou the order?

A o, Otto only showed me the order from the Reichs Main Security

e

Office from Berlin,

« And he didn't tell you to take the truck to the crematory
with the corpse? ;

A The order from lst Lievtenart Schmidt to me said that I should.
Take the truck to the horse-stable ard drive the corpses to the crematory.

Q Did Otto issue any instructions to you in the meantime besides
showing you the order?

A No, no other, e

Q Now when your truck was b‘ack_e_d up to the horse-stable, what did
you do?

A I remained scated in the front of the truck or was standing near
the front of the truck.

Q What happened?

8

N, A  Whet showld have happened?

- That's what I'm asking you. What happened when you were sitting
in the truck and the truck was backed w to the horse-stable the first-time?

A Then the corpses were loaded,

(Bresser~Cross)
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.. B

S

Q Who loaded the crpse?

A As far as I could determine from the vehicle, they were loaded
by inﬁtea'. From what I could see, I recognized them by the pants--their
inmte clothing.

Howmany bodies were put on the truck?

o

I don't know exactly—15, I estimate,
What did the body of the truck look like?

It was a truck of intemediate size, a 23-ton Mercedes.

e

©o > o »

Mercedes or an ILKW?
7 A It vas & smell LKW and it was a Mercedes. The technical name
for it vas 10-~2000.

Q Now didn't it have a special construction on the body to gather the

blood of the corpses while the truck was in métion?
A Not on the vehicle.
Q Wasn't there a special lining in that truck to keep the blood
from ruming out on the highway?
7 A There actually was nothing changed on the vehicle.
Q Tou're quite sure that inmates loadgd the corpses onto the truck?
A I could see that they wore the striped ;.nunt.e clothing, I could
sge wp to here from my vehicle,
” K “here were you standing when you saw them loed the truck?
, A I wes either sitting in the vehicle or standing outside. In any
case, close tc the vehicle,
¢ In your statement of November 5th, do you remember this guestion
being asked of you: M"Question: Who loaded the corpses into the car?", and
did you make this answer: '"Answer: That I do not know."
A I don't know who it was, I only' new that they were inmates, but

I don't kmow who the inmates were.

(Bresser=Cross)
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a) #as anyone with you on the truck this first tizc?
A The first tine when I came to the horse-stable Catain Schobert

and an unknown lst Lieutenant was standing in front of the horce-stoble.
: The unknown man was from the Gestapos

Q Did anyone go with You vhen you drove the corpses from the horse~
stable to the crematory the first time?

A Yes.

¢ Yho drave with you?

A The lst Lieutenant from the Gestapo.

Q Why did he go with you?

A I dn't knows He went along with me or drove with me to the
crematory amd agein drove back to the ﬁorae-stabh with me,

Q You were in the habit of giving driving instructions while you

-

were a chauffeur at Buchenwald, weren't you?

A My civilian profession is a driving instructor, {

Q Did you give driving inatnxct.ifans to this Gestapo Lieutenant _
when you were driving from the horse-stable to the cramatary and back? 5 ]
g J A No. ; P ;

% Onthe second occasion when you drove the truck, who gave you |

yowr arder to drive it?

\J A .First Lieutenant, Cowt Officer, and Adjutart Schmidt.

Q Anybody ride with you when you went from the horse-stable to the
crematary? |

A Yes.

Q Who rode with you? {

A As far as I canremember, Tec Sergeant or Master Sergeant

Pleissner went with me that time,

(Bresser=Croes)
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< Di¢ he zive you any instructions when you were proceeding from
the horse-stable to the crematory? :

A Be did mt give ms any instructions. FHe drove along in order to
see that everything was done properly at the cremtary.

< Going back to your first trip to the crematory, did the lst Lieu~
tenant give you any instructions while you were on the way to the crematory?

A I said pefore, as the truck was loaded at tha horse-stable, I
received the order from Captain Schobert to drive to the crematory, and the
Lieutenant ;u\mt along =pd I assume that he went along to check that m.r,y-
thing went along all right at the crematory,

Q Just answer the guestion. Did that ].'st. lie utenart give you any
instructions on that trip between the horse-stable and the crematory?

Yes or moe

A Wie didn't talk on the way from the horse-stable to the crematory

gl e

and therefore I received no instructionse

Q He was 2 stranger in Buchermweld, wasn't he?

A I assume so. As far e¢s I know, he was 2 stranger. Otherwise
I don't know. i "

Q In your statement of November ‘5, 1947, do you remember being
asked th.is question, page four: "Question: uhat did the 1lst Lieutenant
say to youdwing the ride?" and dé you remember giving this answer:
“Answers lie gaveme the instructions where to drive," Now did you make
thet answer to that guestion?

A If I made the answer in that way, then it was not quite meant
this way., What I meant is that he supervised the trip and also the

unloading et the crematory. I certainly can't give any orders to a

1st Lieutenant,

(Bresser=Cross)
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Q Did te give you iretructicne? I'm not saying vtet instructions

Jou gave hime Did he give you any instructions on that trip?

A  Wnether he gave instructions to me?

« Ies,

A What kird of instructions should he have given to me? I knew i
vhere 1 had.to g0 and he only supervised that the trip and the unloading
went mroperly,

« Did he give you any ‘nstructions vhere to drive?

A No,

&  Vhy ¢id you arswer that way in your statement of just three or
four weeks ago?

A Whet should I have said there?

(#Whereupon the prosecution handed = document to the interpreter who

read therefrom in the Cemman language, and then interpreted as
followss)

INTEHPRETER: "He gave me instructions on where to go but

oy

actually I knew where to go."
WESTICNS BY PROSECUTIONs

Q Now he was 2 stranger to you and he gatve you instructions where
to go, is that it?

A Thether he knew Bucherwald or whether or was known in Buchenwald
or not, I don't lrow, He was a2 stranger to me.

< A few minutes 2go you said there was no conversation on the trip,
Which do you mean?

A During the trip there was no conversation between use

Q You were also in charge of the motor-pool down there, weren't you?

A Only from November or December 1943, and at that time I was only
acting on that job. Only starting April 1944 T actually received that job.

(Bresser=Cross)
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5 . \J.

Q Now on which occasion did Captain Schmidt give you the orders of
what to do?

A What should he have told me what to do?

Q  You testified here that he gave you some instructions. Now when
did he give you those instructions, on the first time or on the second time?

‘ This questiomn wasn't asked of me. I did not say that he gave me
any instructions,

Q Now I will ask you. Did Ceptain Schmidt give you any instructions ?

bRy - In November or December 1942 1lst lLieutemant Schmidt gave me the

orders to drive the truck to the horse-stable and from there to drive it
with the corpses to the crematory. |

Q And did he tell you what you were goi:ng to do nhe_n you got there?

I was to report there to Captain Schobert.

\"-l
at the horse-stable’

A
Q For what purpose?
A

It was shown to me in the order that Russians were being executed

Q Just how did Schmidt express himself when he told you that?
A  How did Schmidt express himself? Itcwas just 2 military order. ;
A
Tt said, "Sergeamt, drive the truck to the crematory and from there drive

the truck to the horse-stable and fram there drive it to the crematory with

executed Russians. That's all. You can g."

PROSECUTION: There was an omission by the interpreter of part

of the statement by the witness,
INTERPHETER: "On orders from the Reichs Main Security Office." Il

(Bresser-Cross)
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LY

WESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:
Tret's wat Schmidt told you?

“\

A Yes,
Q Ard he allowed you to see the secret order, is that right?
A That was the sense of it. I couldn' give it to you verbally.
Q Did he allow you to cee this arder?
. A Of course, yes. SQrgea{:_t._HQt_._t_g__a_Mued it tome in his presence

because I had doubts about it,

Q Seré@t Otto showed you the soc::et order in the presence of
Lt. Schmidt because you had doubts about it, is that what you're saying?

A Yes, o

Q. Now in your statement of November Sth‘do you remember being
asked this questions "Question: How did he mcireas himself? Answer:
you are hereby ordered to go to the riding hall and to drive the car from .
the riding hall to the crematory." Were you asked that question and did
you give that answer?

A The sense of it is the same as the answer I just gaves

Q Then were you asked this question: 'Que:tiom Then he gave
no indication at all that there were corpses in the truck?* And did you
give this answer: "Answer: That I do not know, Uhen I left lst Lieutenant
Schmidt at the Adjutant's of fice, there were no corpses in my vehicle."
llere you asked thaet mestion and did you make that answer on the 5th of
November 19477 Yes or noe

A What question is that again? But the other question are comected
with this .one.

Q Did you give that answer to that question?

A That is in connection with the other questions,

(Bresser~-Cross)
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Q Answer re yes or no. Did you give that answer to that guestion
on the 5th of November 19477
A I can' answer it with yes or no. I can orly say that it is in
connection with the other matter,
< Sut did you say that?
A I cannot anewer it with yes or not.
(” All right, Iwill ask you a2 next question. "Question: Then he
geve you mo instructions at all what it was all about? Answer: I do
net know any more." Now did you give that answer to that question?
'y These questions are in connection with the whole interrogation,
Q- Did you give that enswer to that question on the 5th of_Nov'einbor
19477 That's 21l I'm asking you. '
A I cannot arswer it with yes or no.
PIOSECUTION: No further guestions.
DEFENSZE COUNSEL: Yo further questions.
PRESIDENT: No @estions by the court, The witness will return
to the dock,
(Werewon the witness was excused and returred to the dock, )
PRESIDENT: The court will recess for 20 minutes.

(Whereupon the court recessed at 1435 howrs )

(Bresser=Cro ss)
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TA 13-\ C~Begger-12/2-1
. (Whereupon the court reconvened at 1500 hours,)

PRESIDENT: The court will come to order.

FROSECUTION: Let the record show that all the members of the
court, the prosecution, the defense counsel and all the accused, the

. interpreter and the r eporter are present.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense calls as its next witness the
accused Berger.

PRESIDENT: You are advised that you may maks a sworn or unsworn
statement on which you may be oross examined. You are advisad that the court
may draw such inferences as the circumstances justify from your refusal to
answer or from your failure to take the stand in your own behalf. Are you

. now willing to testify?

ACCUSED BERGER: Yes.

PRESIDENT: Will you make & sworn or unsworn statement?

ACCUSED BERGER; Under oath, please.

WERNER ALFRED BERGER, an accused, voluntarily took the stand in his own
behalf and made the following sworn statement through an interpreter:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
"QUESTIONS by DEFENSE COUNSEL:
Q What is your name?
Werrner Cerger. .
How old are you?
46.
What is your nationality?

German.

o oo oo b

Were you ever in the Buchenwald concentration camp during the last
war?

A Yes.,

< You have heard testimony with respect to the activities of the horse '

stable at Buchenwald, have you not?
A Yes.
< When did you first hear that executions were taking place at the

horse stable?

A InDdecember 1542,

(Berger-direct)
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< How many times were you present at executions in the horse stable?
. Once I participated actively in the executions, once I was standing
ﬂaok there on the door and on another occasion I had to leave again.

Q When you participated actively, will you show on prosecution
exhibit P-11 over there on the wall, what room you were located in?

A Here (indicating).

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Let therecord show the witness is pointing to
the room mown as the rifleman's chamber on prosecution exhibit P=1l.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSELs

Q What were your duties at the horse stable the first time you
reported there? '

A On the first occasion I was called over the loud speaker, of which
there was one in each room,by Aeder, that I lhou.'!.d come to the headquarters
offices There I received the order from the SS master sergeant Thalmann
to go with the truck to the railroad in Weimar, . transport of Hussians would
arrive there. I went down with these trucks, there were two of them, Polioce
escorts arrived and they brought with them a transport of Hussians. They were
loaded on these trucks and driven back to Buchenwald to the horse stable.

After the Russians had been unloaded there S5 master sergeant Thalmann sent

”w. ‘ A

Q What kind of Folice were these that accompanied the transport?

A As to my :mowledge they must have been members of the Order Police.

Q The other time you went to the horse stable, I believe you s tated
your duties were inthe rifleman's chamber, is that correct?

A Noe There again I had to drive to the railroad station and had to
pick up another transport of Kussians, and there again an escort detail
arrived, I do not know any more, then I think there were members of the
Wehrmacht or the Folice, and there again I drove back to the horse stable
and there 1 receival the order this time to stay there. Then I received my
instructions from S5 Master Sergeant Thalmann what I was mpboud to do.

R What did he order you to do them?

A I had to be on guard at the center door.

) W11l you go to the chart and point out?

212
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. A That is the place where the Russians were unloaded, then aa officer
in charge of the escort detail of the transport together with Thalmann and me
went through the room and then I had to take up my guard post right here, and
_~ here 1 received a white coat, this coat must have been here kn this room which
. is marked as dining room.
Q Now the next time you came to the horse stable what were your duties?
A (n that occasion I was picked up in my room by Thalmann who was
living in the same hallway as I did.
Q What did Thalmann sey to you themn?
A I have to mentioned first that with him there was another S8
sergeant and an 858 Tech Sergeant and then we came in through this swing door
. over there, and when I came I heard the loud speaker playing. Then we came
up to here down inte this room. Over there 88 Captain Schobert m standing,
; 85 lst Lt. Schmidt and as far as I car still remember also the physician
Dr. Schidlausky - I do not know whether he was 55 captain or Major at that time.

Q Woat were your duties on that occasion?

A Thalmann had in his hand a sheet of paper, in my opinion it was an
order and he told us three men that Russians were to be executed, tist was an
order from the Reich Security Main Office,that these were Russians who had
) committed crimes on the Front or had killed wc:mddd soldiers. Then he picked

me out for the shooting, then I ﬁd to go into this rifleman's chamber and
. here on the door I met Helbig. Helbig had in this room two pistods, they were
two Walter pistols 7.66. I had to take up my position here. After some time
a naked prisoner came up to this slit. I could make out this person
approximately as far down as half of his back. Before that Helbig had givem
me already instructions what I would have to do if this man would walk up to
the slit and ke gave me the pistol and I had to shoot.
Q How many times were your duties in the rifleman's chamber Bq'r;cﬂ
A Once.
Q How many priscners do you recall shooting throué that slit?
A I shot 12 to 14 times.

Q  Berger, you were a member of the headquarters staff, is that true?

4  Yes, sir. Iwas employed in the administration of the prisomers'
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money.
Q Can you explain why members of the headquarters staff were chosen
for duty at the horse stable?
= ik It is my opi.niuch that the members of the headquarters staff could
Bo most easily reached by the commander.
R Did you live in the camp all the time Berger?
A Yes, sir.
Q You slept there at nighty
A Yes, sir.
Q You have heard testimony here in this case with respect to the manner
. in which these executions were carried on in the horse stable, have you not?
A Yes, sir.
Q Can you give us any explanation as to why these executions were
carried out in tais manner?
A I wes upset about this myself, I asked S8 acting first sergeant
why it was done in this menner and then I was told that this had been ordered P
by ‘erlin in accordance with the sample existing already in Oraniemburg.

Q Have you made any statements previously with reference to your

activities at the horse stable? f
A Yes, sir.
& /@  Did you make them willingly?

A Yes, sir.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Your witness.
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY FROSECUTION:

Q Berger, in comnnection with your activities in the finance office,
you also were custodian of paper money taken from the prisoners of war as they
came into the horse stable, weren't you?

A No.

Q Did you ever see any of the prisoners of war money?

A No.

(Berger - cross)
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« Is it not a fact that prisoners of war had a special type of serip
which was issued to them?

A I do not know that.

Q Is it not a matter of fect that you had to send money from prisoners
of war to a special office to get that type of money exchanged for Reichmarks?

A That is not known to me.

. And you never did that?

A Noe

Q When was the first occasion when you were called to the horse

A It must have been December 1942.
< When did you first arrive in Buchenwald?
~~4 1 came to Buchenwald on the 20th January 1941.
What was your rank when you first came to Buchenwald?

88 private.
And what was your rank when you first went to the horse stable?

> £ P o

88 sergeant.
Q When you arrived at the horse stable did you go first to the
consulting room? ,

A Noe )
-s Where did you go - directly to the rifleman's chamber?

A Yes, right in front of the door to the large room I was taken care
of by S8 master sergeant Thalmann.
Q Will you come to prosecution 11 and point to the exact spot where
yocu entered the building on your first occasion?
A During the first occasion back here, I walked through this room
up to here (indicating the large undressing room on the right of prosecution
exhibit F-11).
Q Now the second time you came into the stable where did you go?
A Up here (indicating swing door in the middle of the upper portion of

prosecution exhibit F-11.)

(Berger - cross)



. TAl3-VC-Eerger-12/2-6

Q Where did you go them?

A Through this door up to here (indicating a path through the hallway
to the left at the entrance of the comsulting room).

. Q On the third occasion when you went into the horse stable which way
did you enter?

A Only twice I was in the horse stable.

Q From your observation of the horse stable would you say that
prosecution exhibit F-1l is an accurate discription of the floor plan of that
horse stable?

A I was inside the horse stable only for such s short period of time

. that 1 could not state it for certain but I know that there was a room up
here (indicating the radio room), because when I was standing here at the center
door I could see this other room. i
< Now you testified in the Farent Buchenwald case last Spring, did you
not?
A Yes, sir.

« And you also made several statements with respect to Buchenwald and
Commando 99 before and subsequent to that time, did you not?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now is it not true that in every one of these statementsor in your
testimony before the other oourt; you said that the diagram which was showm
to you and which was prosecution P-29 on the former occasion, was an
accurate discription of the horse stable floor plan?

A That is quite possible, I did not look at it so closely.

Q Now look at this portion, was there a door across the lower left
hand area of the consulting room?

A I could not tell you that because I did not come up to this place.

Q Was there a door across the lower right opening of the Way of the
Corpses?

A I do not know this either, . did not walk up there.

< Were you ever in the consulting room?

(Ber ger=-cross) .2
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. A No.
< How did you enter the rifleman's chamber?
A From here I walked over there, I was standing next here right of
the entrance. (Prosecution: indicating a path from the right hand entrance
. of the consulting room to the right hand entrance of the rifleman's chamber.)
Q Now, when you were standing at the door how did it come about that
you came into the rifleman's ohut.mr‘r
A I had to walk around this room to get into the rifleman's chamber.
o Q Now at any time while you were there, were you present at one of
these mock physical examinations where the 58 men stood around in white coats?

. i A

door, on the door through which you have to enter the large room.

I coudd see this only on the occasion when I was standing on the

Did you see SS men standing around in long white coats?
Yes, sir.

And did you see the mock physical examination taking place?
Yes, sir, it looked to me to be a mock examination.

Do you know the reason why that mock examination was given?
No.

Whom did you see among the S5S men in that consulting room?

> o P o > o » po

Thalmann was there, Hupfer as far as I can remember, also
Taufratshofer, and I think also 8S Tech Sergéant.Schaefer, and then thé
officers,

Q Did you ever see Eresser in the horse stable?

A Not in the horse stable, but I saw him standing outside.

Q Now I am going to refresh your memory by reading a Guestion and
answer from your statement of 18 April 1947. You were asked this question, R
"/ho was present together with you at the first execution at the same time in
the horse stable", you answered, "Thalmann, Helbig, Eresser, Eichler and one
named Schultz" - then you were asked, "Is that answer correct!" and you geve :
this answer, "Yes, that's correct".

Q Yes, sir, but this has to be explained. I could have mentioned

(Berger=-cross)
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even more names because ] understood under this question that I should give
the names cf all people who were together in the entire horse stable,

Q Well then, let me hear you mention more names now?

A Perhaps I expressed myself incorrect at that time. Mr. Kirschbaum
asked me who was present there in the horse stable, and then the expression
"in t he horse stable" I thought it meant "at the horse stabde".

Q Now to refresh your memory once more, we will read the original
question in German on the statement which you signed. (The following was
read in German and English) "In your statement of 26 March 1547 in reply to
my question 'who was present together with you at the first execution at

. the same time in the horse stable', you have answered &s follows, 'Thalmann,
Helbig, Bresser, Eichler and one named Schultz' and your answer was, 'Yes,
that's correct' ",

Q Now, did you ever see Hilberger at the horse stable?

A No. I

Q Did you ever see Dittrich?

A No.

Q But you know that they r egularly went to the horse stable, donft you?

A I don't kmow that.

Q Well now, from your statement of 18 April 1947, let me refresh

. your memory by reading you this éuoltion and answer. Question, "Your predecessor
Otto Eichler, he was never present at executions", answer, "only a regular
non-com, Hilberger for instance, or Dittrich, I cannot know that",.

A That's correct, yes.

Q So Hilberger and Dittrich were regulars at the executions weren't
they?

A No, that is a misunderstanding, they were active n.onbu-n of the
troop and it meant that since they were active members of the troop, whemever

the active mem.ers were called they had to know ahead of the reserves.

(ferger-cross)
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. < By active members of the troop you mean active members of Commando
991
A No.
< What do yoi mean ty troop?
A Acotive soldiers, regular soldiers.
Q In other words the regular army soldiers were used ahead of the
reserves?
A Yes, sir.
Q And by regular army you mean the regular Army SS men were used
ahead of the reserve men?
A Under active soldier I mean a professional soldier.
Q A professional S8 soldier?
A Yes, sir.
Q Now Berger, you attended an executién at one time thc?. an 58 man
was shot, did you not?
DEFENSE COUNSEL: I object to that as being beyond the scope of
any direct examination or the charge in this case.
FRESIDENT: Objection overruled.
ACCUSED BERGERs Yes, sir.
QUESTIONS BY FROSECUTIONs :
~Q  Now was that exeoution the same type of execution which took place
. 1n the horse stable?
A- No.
At that execution a regular order of execution was read was it not?
Yes, sir,
And there was a regular firing squad, was there not?
Yes, sir.
And it took place at a regular execution ground, did it not?

Yes, sir.

© > © » o » o

The accused was notified that he was being executed and why he was

being executed, was he not?

(Eerger - cross)
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. A Yes, sir.
Q And that was a legal execution, was it not?
A Yes, sir.
< A member of the court which sentenced that particular SS man was
. present at the eéxecution, was he not?
A Yes, sir.
%  Now bearing in mind that you were a member of an exccution squad

at a legal execution, was the type of execution which took place in the horse

stable legal?
DEFENSE COUNSEL: I object to the question. It has not been established
that he was a member of that firing squad of that S8 execution.
. FROSECUTION: I will 'arithdru_r the question and put it this way.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: ‘

< Were you & member of the firing squad?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now bearing in mind that you were a member of the firing squad
of a legal execution, was that the same type of execution which took place iy
the horse stable?

A As far as I was concerned, yes. .

< In other words, the manner in which you ah.ot these prisoners in the
back of the head was the same in effect as the manner in which you acted as a

. member of a legal firing squad executing an S5 man?

A Yes, sir. I did not have the right to question the commander or
adjutant how the execution had to be carried out or to ask him why the
execution had to be carried outat all,

Q Was a member of the court which allegedly sentenced these Russian
prisoners present at ths time you shot them?

A No, only the legal officer, the court officer was present, and for
me he was the proper authority. If the protective custody camp leader, the
court and legal officer, the acting first sergeant of the SS, and the
physician are present, then I did not have the least doubt that this was a legal

execution,

(Berger-cross)
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Q Just answer my question. Was a member of the court which allegedly
sentenced these Russian prisoners to be shot present at the time you shot them?
A No, I did not see it.
Q Was an order read to the prisomer or prisoners telling them that
they had been sentenced to death and why they had been sentenced to death?
A I did not see it or hear it.
R Did you ever hear of any order telling the prisoners that they had
been sentenced to death and why they had been sentenced to death?
A I heard it from acting first sergeant of the S5 Thalmann.
Q Now, when you were summoned to go to the horse stable, what would
. have happened to you if you had not gome?
A If I had not gone there certainly I would have been brought before
85 Police Court. 2 .
Q Let me refresh your memory on that. When you testified in the
Parent Buchenwald case on the 2mnd May 1947, and I am Quoting from page 1311
on oross examination, you were asked this question, "What would have happened
to you if you did not appear at this detail?" and didn't you give this
answer, "I do not know"?
A That is possible,
Q  Well, did you or did you not, if you r:nnnflrf
. A I do not know exactly any u;oro whether I gave this snswer or not.
FROSECUTION: If the court please the prosecution quotes directly
from the testimony in the Farent Buchenwald case, page 1311, the last
question and answer on that page: {: "What would have happened to you if you
did not appear at this detail", As "I do not know".
QUESTIONS BY FROSECUTION
Q Now Berger, as a soldier in the German Army, didn't you receive a
handbook of rules and regulations?
A I did not receive it.
Q When did you first join the Army?
A I was drafted on the 10th April 1940, and on the 28th August 1940

I was discharged again.,

(Berger -cross) =
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Q How long were you in the 887

A In the Waffen S8 or the Allgemeine SS57

« First start with the Allgemeine SS.

A Since 1lst August 1933 I was in the SS Cavalry Battalion at Mannheim
until I was drafted into the Army.

Q When were you a member of the Waffen S87

a From the 10th April 1940 until 28th August 1940 and from the
20th January 1941 until the 1llth April 1945.

Q Now, do you meen to tell this court that you were drafted in the
Waffen 88 in the year 19407

'. A Yes, sir.

Q Now is it not a fact that the Waffen SS didn't draft anyone until

A No, that is not known to me.

< What process did they go through when they drafted you into the
Waffen SS in 1 9407

A I received my draft call.

Q What did the draft call say, and what did you do as a result?

A That I had to report to Wiesbaden. |,

Q And in the meantime youwere in the Ol.nllry Battalion of the

. Allgemeine SS, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q So that one day you were in t.hol Allgemeine SS and the next day
you were in the 'Harfon. 88, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q When was the VWiaffen SS formed?

A I do not know that.

What was the Waffen SS7

O

A I was drafted into the Waffen S5 through the reguler draft order.
< The Waffen SS in other words was a military organization, was it not?
A Y..-

Now as a part of ‘hat militar, cor anization you received

o
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instructions of the rights and regulations of the Army and of the Waffen 88,
did you not?
a No,.
Q You never received any instructions at all in the laws of ocourts-
martial, the rules and regulations of soldiers and legal and illegal uotlt
A No.

Q Returning now to the rifleman's chamber when you had to do some

A Yes.
Q How were you dressed?

A 1 was wearing a white coat.

Q Is that similar to the white coats that doctors wore?
A Yes, it was a white overcoat.

Q Did you have any shield over your face?

A Not a mask, but a cellophane lhioldo‘

% What was the purpose of the cellophane shield?

A In my opinion protection for the eyes.

~ How did it act as protection for the eyes?

A I figure it out this way, that whenever I shot that blood should
not come into my eyes. ¢

« Look at prosecution exhibit P-12 for a moment and tell me whether
or not it actually represents the slot in the height gauage in the rifleman's
chamber?

A This is a little bit wider here.

% How wide was the slot in the height gauage?

a I figure § to 6 centimeters.

Q How wide is the slot that you are now looking at in prosecution
exhibit P-127

& How wide it is?

< Yes.

A I fi ure it to be 8 to 9 centimeters.

Q And again, how wide did ycu say the actual slot was?

(Ber zer-cross)
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A Approximately wide at this. (Indicating 6 centimeters).
~ liow how far back of that slot were you standing when you fired
. the shot at the prisoner who was in front?
A At least one meter 20, to one meter 50.
Q And did you extend your hand in front of you?
A Yes, sir.
Q 80 that how far was the barrel of the pistol from the slot when
you fired?
a Approximately 20 to 30 centimeters.

. &  And you say that standing the distance you were standing from that
slot, it was still necessary to wear a cellophane shield over your eyes as a
protection against blood which may spatter through a 6 centimeter slot and
hit you in the face, is that right?

- Yes, because when you shoot you bend over a little bit forward and
you do not bend back or stand up straight.

Q When you shot these prisoners, did they die immediately?

- Yes, sir.

Q Did you see that?

A He collapsed and I had to assume thlé he ‘was dead.

. Q Could you see him oollupi.?

A Yes, he got dowm.

Q And at no time on the occasion when you did the shooting, was it
necessary to administer a mercy shot to any of those prisoners?

a I could not decide this from inside the chamber, the doctr had to
decide this who was standing out there.

- Where was the doctor standing?

A I would like to show you., He was standing over here, he was able
to look into this room there. (Prosczcutions: Indicatinz the position of the
doctor in the upper lef't hand corner of the consulting rool-lookiug through

an open place directly in front of the heignt gauge.)

(Berger=cross)
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. Q S0 that the doctor .rron the position you indicated could see
whether or not the man was dead after he had been shot by you, is that
correct?
A Yes, of course I could not see from inside the chamber whether
. the doctor went over there or not.

Q Now, was there not supposed to be a door across this area?
\Prosecution: Indicating the lower left hand opening of the consulting
room) .

A I did not see it, I did not go over there.

v - About how often did another body appear in fromt of you to be
shot op the night you did the shooting?
. | A I think it took only two to three minutes.

R  Just about a regular interval of two to three minutes between
each shot, is that right?

a Yes.

Who took the bodies out after they were shot?

A I could not see that,.

< Well, during this intermission between time you would shoot one
man and the next one would be brought up in front, did you look through the
slot to see what was going on? : .

A No.

. Q How do you know a doctor was stationed up here?(Prosecution:
indicating upper left hand sorner of the consulting room.)

A Because I saw it, the location, when I was standing there at the
entrance at the door.

~ How long did you stand at the door?

- Until the order was read to me.

Q In other words you were standing at this door (Prosecution;
indicating the door on the right hand side of the consulting room), you
looked in that room and you saw the doctor standing up in fho upper left hand
side of the consulting room who was watching the bodies being shot down,here,

is that rightt

(Bﬂrber-crou) -
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A He was standing here, the adjutant was standing in the middle
and Schobert was standing here over to the right. (Prosecutions indicating
positions just above the wrds "So-called consulting room".)
Q As a matter.of fact Taufratshofer was participating in the execution
of these prisoners who were in that room, was he not?
4 I did not see that.
Q And you don't know whether or not h€ went over to look at the
prisoners after they were shot, do you not?
A No, I don't know that ei ther.
Q Will you just again fix the date of the occasion when you did the
shooting?
d @& That must have been January or February.
« Of what year?

/A 1943,
Q And you are certain that Dr. Schidlausky was present at the time
you did the shooting, is that right?

A Yes, I assume it was Dr. Schidlausky.

Q Now, if 1 were to tell you that Dr. Schidlausky did not become a
camp physician until July or August of 1943, woyld that refresh your memory?

4 I assumed it was Dr. Schidlausky. ..
. Q You did not know it was Dr. Schidlausky?

A I knew a doctor was present, I said it might have been Dr .8chidlausky
or Dr. Bender, I do not know who,. ‘

Q Was it Dr. Hofen?

a It might have been Dr. Hofen, but I think that Dr. Hofen was not in
that camp any more - it might have been Dr. Platzer,

Q When was Dr. Hofen arrested by the Americans?

A I do not know that,

Q “hat was the nationality of these prisoners who were shot?

a Russian.

Q Were they prisoners of war?

(Berger-cross) 226
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o

A Yes, prisoners of war , as far as I was concerned they were
prisoners of war.

Q Approximately how meny different SS me: were members of Commando
99 during the period in which you participated in the activities of the
horse stable?

Noa I do not know that because I was not a member of the detail 99.
Q Well, the horse stable detail then?
A I do not know how many participated there, there were many.

~NOQ They were all non-commissioned officers, weren't they?

A Yes, S5 sergeant, SS tech sergeant or staff sergeant.
Q And they were very relia le SS men weren't they?
A I do not know that, I do not know whether they were reliable or

note.

Q Do you remember making this statement on the 17th Fobfunry 1947,
"It is known to me that only reliable SS men wergbrdered to participate in
shootings" 7

A It is quite possible that I said so.

« Did you or did you not say sof

A I said so because I really assumed that only reliable SS were
taken for this job, you cannot pick out men for this detail who right

f
after would go to a Tavern and tell everyone that they had just shot a

Russian. ™

Q As a matter of fact this wholedetail was & very big secret, was it
not?

A I do not know that, I was with the detail only for such a short
period of time I was not able to keep it a secret.

< When you testified in tne Parent Buchenwald case were you asked
this question on cross examination, anddid you give this answer - I am
quoting from page 1313 of the record of trial of the Farent mohmlﬁ case,
wuestion: "Was detail 99 a secret in camp?", answer, "That was a secret"?

A It was such & secret that nearly all prisoners knew about it.

Q Now on several occasions the loud speaker system in Zuchenwald

called for eertain men to go to the horse stable, didn't it?

(Ber ger-cross) 227
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A I never heard it.
Q You never heard the loud speaker system in “uchenwald announce
that certain men were to go to the horse stable?
A Horse stable? No, I didn't hear it.
Q All right, did tho loud speaker ever say the detail 99 should
gather together and go on duty?
A I do not kmow this any more.
< Is it not a fact Berger, that the r eason for stopping putting
the announcement over loud speaker system was because the prisoners caught
on to what was going on at the horse stable and the commandant no longer
. wanted them to know about it?
A That is quite possible.
Q Now you just said that all the prisoners mew about it, so it is
& fact that every person that went to the horse stable knew what went on
there?
A I didn't understand this.
Q Every person who went to the horse stable knew what was going on
in the horse stable, didn't he?
A No, for instance, I didn't know.
~ As a matter of fact you had a detail of prisoners working for you
. on the morning you participated in an execution, didn't you?
A That 1 had a work detail? I don't get you.
Q You were working in an office, weren't you?
A Yes,
% And you were in charge of a group of prisoners, weren't you?
A Yes, sir,
< And these prisoners would know when you were called down to the
horse stable, would they not? _
A No.
Q Why = because you kept it a secret from them?
A I was called to the horse stable by S8 acting first sergeant

Thalmann, and my detail was working inside the camp and there was nothing
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known inside the camp what was going to happen, I was called in the evening,
not from my office.
~ Do you know Taufratshofer?
A Yes, sir,
Q And did ne receive a medal?
S A I think so, yes.
irCi. Was he a member of detail 997
A I think so, yes.
Q What was your reaction when you knew he received a medal?
DEFENSE COUNSEL:s I don't think he received one as a member of
Commando 99...or that he was & member of Commando 99,
FROSECUTION: Let the witness answer.
FHESIDVENTs The court will accept this for whatever probative value
the court thinks fit - the question may be anu;orod.
ACCUSED BERGeKs I assume that he rooﬁvod this medal on account of
his office, that ne kept his office in & proper order.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION;
Q Was he a member of detail 997
A Taufratsnofer’
- Yes, f

A

R I never saw him in the norse stable, whether he was a member of
the detail 99, I do not know,

Q Will you repeat your enswer?

A I just said that I do not know whether Taufratshofer was a
member of detail 99 - that he was in the horse stable I know.

Q Now, on the night that you did the shooting, how many Russian
prisoners were shot altogether?

A I do not know that, after I nad snot 12or 14 times I was sent away
and then I went back to my room.

< How many prisoners did you shoot that nignt?

A I shot 12 to 14 times,

< About what time of tne nignt was it when you shot?

(ber gerecross)
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A It must have been 10 or 11 o'clock.
Q Were any prisoners shot before that?
A I do not know that,
. Q Were any prisoners shot after that?
A I do not know that either Lecause I was not present at the stable
any more.
PROSECUTIONs No further questions.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS oY DEFENSE COUNSEL3
< Did the members of the headquarters staff receive any military
% training?
A Yes, 1 think so.
When did you first see iresser at the horse stable?
That must have been in February 1943,

Inside or outside the horse stable?

> Do » o

Outside the horse stable.
Q How many other times did you see him at the horse stable?
“ Not at all.
Q Will you tell the court now what would have happened to you if you
had refused to take part in the execution at the horse stable?

. A 1f 1 woul: have refused to carry out an order which I had received
from Thalmann or the adjutant or the camp commander respectively, I would
have been brought before the SS Police Court.

Q Did you ever receive any decoration for your participation in the
execution at the horse stable?

A No.

Q Was there any further explanation given to you as to the r eason
for the execution of the Russian prisoners?

A Yes, sir.

< Will you please tell us what that explanation was?

A 85 master sergeant Thalmann told me that these men were Russians
who had committed crimes against German soldiers on the Front, and who had

(Berger-cross) 520
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been sentenced to death by a court martial,
Q Berger, when you were in the rifleman's chamber and you shot,
did you have any qualm in your mind as to the legality or the nature of
. your duty?
A No.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further questions.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS EY FROSECUTION:

Q In your testimony in the Parent Buchenwald case on cross

examination, page 309 of the transcript of testimony, were you asked this

. Question in answer to the question were they supposed to be proper executions,
"What makes you think they were?" and you answered, ":ecause what was said, that
they were saboteurs and looters", and the next question, "Who said so?" and
your next answer "That was common talk, I do not know who said so". Now,
which is correct, your testimony in the Parent case which I have just red, or
the testimony you have just given?

A The s tatement which I just made here in court. I would like to
explain why under cross examination in the first Buchenwaid trial I testified
as it was just read to me. I was dischar;ed as a prisoner of war with a
weight of 96 1bs, I was in three camps in France, and whea I came home my wife

. is not ther-, she is in the Russian Zone, my ent;re home is destroyed through
air attack, and I could not go back to my parents' home because their home too
was destroyed from air attacks, then I had to work for a farmer, then through a
denunciation I was brought to Dachau. Right away I was brought to ur.Kirsch=-
baum, 8o you can understand the thoughts I had. Ly entire life I have not
been for a single hour in a bunker or prison cell, I was never before a court
as a witness much less as a defendant, so you can understand my thoughts and
the status of my mind, and when you have to undergo a cross examination you
don't know any more what you are saying.

Q That is why you made the statement you did, under oath, in the Parent
Fuchenwald case, and made a different statement under oath in this case, is

that true?

n
(W]
-

re=-
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A In the Buchenwald trial I meant spproximately the same, perhaps
the term saboteur was picked out not correctly.
FROSECUTION: No further questions.
. EXAMINATION BY THE CCURT
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COURT:
> Q Did you receive any extra rations or cigarettes or Schnapps after
this execution?
= ik Yes, sir.

Wlhere did you get them?

O

in the kitchen of the headquarters building.

« Who else got some at the same time?

A 85 acting first sergeant Otto made a list of the men who had
participated in this execution and then after a period of two or three days
one could go to the kitchen and pick out the stuff.

Q Were any other of the accused in t.his case on that list?

A No.

FRESIDENT: No further questions, the accused will resume his place
in the dock.

(Whereupon the accused resumed his place in the dock.)

PRESIDENT: The court will recess until 0845 tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon the court recessed at 1830 hours.)

(Berger=court) 232



The foregoings, attached to this attestation, are true
photostatic copies of the originals which are on file in the
World War II Reference Branch, Washington National Records Center
. (NCWN), in the Case No. 000-Buchenwald-50 vs. Alfred Berger and.
others.

This is to verify that above photostatic copies conform to
original records as contained in the offical file of documents

th
\§%;: aining to Case No. 000-Buchenwald=50.
CONBOY E

Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate

r' n, 18. Februsar 1970
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Ubersetzung

|

Die ﬁbere?natimmurr dieser Ablichtungen mit den in den Akten
= Case N%L 000-Buchgnwald=50 - befindlichen Schriftstiicken wird
hienmitjbeglaubigi= '

Berlin, den 18. Februar 1970

gez.: JOSEPH B. CONBOY
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocete
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MORNING SESSION
(Whereupon court recorvened at 08L5 hours, )

PRESIDENT: Court will come to order.

PIOSECUTICH: ILet the record show all members of the cowrt,
prosecution, defense, all the accused, reportcr and interpreter are present,

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense calls as its next witness the
accused Moeckel.

PRESIDENT: The accused Moeckel will approach tl;e bench.

(Whereupon the accused ¢id as directed.)

PHESIDENT: Moeckel, you may make a swom or an unsworn statement
on which you may be cross examined. You are advised that the court may
draw such inferences as the ci rcumstances juat'.i.fy from your refusal to
answer or from yo-ur failure to teke the stand in your own behalf. Are you
now willing to testify?

ACCUSED MOESCKELs Yes, I am willing to testify.

PRESIDENT: Will you meke a sworn or unswom statement?

ACCUSED MOECKEL: Under oath, please.

HEREERT GUENTHER MOECKIL, an a;.ccuaed, volunt}aril;' took the stand in

his own behalf, ard being first duly swom, made the following sworn
statement through an interpreter:

DIRECT EXAMIMNATICN
JESTIONS BY DEFZNSE COWNSEL:
Q Whet is your name?
A Herbert Moeckel.
Q How old are you?

A Thirty—-two. ycors,

(Accu sec Moeckel-Direct)
f
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Q  Whzt is your nationality?

. A German,

F 3

Were you in the Buchemwald Concentration Camp during the last war?
* Ies’ Siro

Vihere do you rnow resids?

o

A Yy residence now is in Camp Dachau here,

Q Did you ever appear in vhat is known as the line-up here in Camp

. A Yes,

Q Will you describe your consultation with the witness Zgoda at this
line-up.

A My first interrogation took place with Mr, Kirschbaum in the
office room., After I was in the room for practically three minutes, a
gentleman was brought in. When Kr. Kirschbaum pointed tome with his hand,
this gentleman only shook his heads Then this gentleman took a seat next
to the deske Then I was interrogated. In the meantime I heard that the
name of this gentleman was Zgoda. The secomd occasion was a consultation
during the line-up which took place in camp ar?und the end of Aprils In

. reply to Mr. Kirschbaum's questions whether I hed ‘shot in the horse stable,

he denied it. Since that occasion I w;s not confronted with Mr. Zgoda.

Q Did Mr. Kirschbaum ask Lgoda if he had ever seen you in the stable?

A He only asked whether I had shot since he had been present during
my interrogation and knew that I had admitted right away that I was present
in 'the horse-stable,

Q Were you ever tried before an’ 88 cowt in Iublin?

A Yes.

(Accused Moeckel-Direct)
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Q Will you describe your experience before this SS court ard what
. happened.
A One day a prismer came to me and asked me I should try to
get & typewriter for the prisoner clerk's office. He gave me two pleces
of jewelry and also two vieccs of gold money. Since I was in contact
already for some len;th of tine with & Polish family, it was possible for
me to fn1fill this request. I bought also from these Poles a fur coat
for my wife. When I was interrogeted by an SSI of ficer fro~ where I had
. cotten these valuables, I told them I had found them. It was obvious to
] me that I would be punishedanyway and therefcre I wanted to keep the
prisoners out of it. Then I was sentences for having kept things which
' I had found, furthermore for violation of the money exchange laws and
furthermore because I was politically unreliable. I was sentenced to
13 months in prison. I was excluded from the party and the SS. From the
third of Janusry 1944 until June of 1944 I wac in the peral camp Matsgau
near Danzige Around the end of June 194 I was then transferred to the
Nevy, the so-czlled"K Unit". #K Unit" was the abbrevistion for the
unit of the smell fichting snips. Tris unit onsisted of one-man torpedoes,
. explosive boate, the so-celled swimmers, ond the marine specisal action
. units.
Q Moeckel, what punishment would you heve received if you had refused
to have gone to the horse-stieble for duty?
) A I certeinly woul” have been sentenced to death.
Q who first gave you the order to anpear &t the horse-stable?

& I received the order through the 85 Tec Sergeant Kenn who at

thet time was roll-call leader,

(Accnsed Yoeckzl-Direct)
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Q Will you cdesaribe *o ue what you sew when you first rot te the
hcrge-stable,

A I hed received the order from the S8 Tec Sergeant, then roll-call
leader, Kemn to go to the zrmory to receive there a machine pistol and to
rerort to the S§ Mauster Sergeant Thalmenn, at that tire Acting First
Sergeant Thalmann, in the horse-stable, VWhen I came here, the two vehicles
were standing here and around these vehicles sppraximately six to eight
membere of the order police were standing. I reported there to the S8
Actine Sergeant Thalmenn.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Let the record indicete that the wdtness is
pointing to a spoce north of the diagram on Prosecution's Exhibit P-11
as to where the two trucks were located. ’

A (continuing) Ard I received the reply I had to remain there--
T had to go on guard duty there, On these trucks were Russians. Through

@ police officer thcse men were handed over to Thalmarr. I also saw that the

police officer hended an envelope to Thalmann ard Thalmann took papers
out of this envelope. Then in accordance with this list Thalmann called
out the names of the Russians and the Russiars fell out in formation
over here. After the Russians werc hended over, we)m&rched over hcre, llere
the door was unlocked through the S§ First Sergeant Helbig,
DiTBICL CCUNSEL: Let the rmecord indicate theot the accused

Moeckel entered throuch the door which i: roted on Prosccition's Exhibit
P-1l1 as-"Batch Truckt,

A (continuing) The the Russians marched in here on this place.

After Lthe door had bt en locked again, I rceceived the order to be on guwrd

Cuty here or tris spot,

(Accused Mceckel-Dirac:)
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Q Now what spot do jyou mean?

a On this spot hare naxt +to the door,

DEFENSE CCINSEL:s Let thre record indicate thea ccused pointed to
a spot next to the door at the entrance of Prosecution's Exhibit P-11,

A (continuing) Opposite to me on thic door over there ano‘ther guard
was standing, the S8 Sergeant Schichtholz, After azppraximately 15 minutes to
30 mirutes had passed, Thelmann came, caid = few words tc the Russians, and
seve them signs which indicated they should undress. At that time the loud=-
speaker started to get going. The music was pr:at.ty loud. Approximstely N
35 mirutes later Thalmann returned again and in accordance with his list he
picked up the first Russian.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Thet ie all. Come, back to your seat.’
(uhe reupon the 2ccused did as directed,)
QUESTIONS EI DEFENSE COUNSEL:
Q liow how mary times were you assigned to the horse=stable for duty?
“ & Twice. :
«  You rmentioned thzt you reported to Thalmarn, is that correct?

A Yes,.

-

what did Thalmann sgy to you with re'spedt to these Russians when
you reported to him? i

A He told me that I would have to go on guard duty and when we were
inside the horse-stable, I asked Thalmann what would be done with these Russ-
ianc. He told me they werc sentenced to death , but I cannot remember
any more, vhether he told me clso at that time thal they wauld' be shot. .

Q liocckel, you sce the room which is labeled as the undressing
roar on Prosecution's Zxhitit P-11 over there?

A The larze roomn, yese

(Accuced Moeclel-Direct)
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d Now that is where the prisoners were brought in, is that correct?

A Yes.

< Did you ever see any amputees, sick prisoners, killed in that
room?

A Not in the two transports where I was present.

Q Were you ever promised any rations for your duties at the horse-
stable?

A None were promised to me.

Q Did you ever receive any?

A I didn't receive any but after the first occasion when I had
been on duty in the horse-stable, I wes at the .canteen in the evening.
Thalmann was there with several other non-commissioned officers and Thalmann
had a bottle standing in front of him which contained "schnapps", further-
more, a pack of cigarettes was lying on the table., Thalmann offered me one
or two shots of "Schmapps", furthermore one or two cigarettes, I don't know
exactly anymore, and after half an hour I got up again and 1 went to one
of the other rooms.

< What were your duties in the horu—st.:lbla‘thc second time you
were there?

A The same duty.

Q Did you see any executions in the undressing room on Prosecution's
Exhibit P-11, the second time yc;u were there?

A No.

Q Did you see the police officers the second time you were there?

A Police officers were presen’., yes.

(Accused Xoeckel - Direct)
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Q Wes Thelmenn in the undressing room the second time you were there
es guard?
A Yes.
Q Did these police officers give Thalmann any psper of any kind?
A That wae when the men were handed over in front of the horse-
stable.
Q Not in the undressing room?
A Noe
Q Did you see any officers at the horse-stable the second time you
vere there? .
\ A The second time when I was there, I saw the 88 Major Schobert or
S8S Captain Schobert, respectively, there, 3
Q  Moeckel, did you ever see any of the accused here in the dock at
the horse-stable ?
Lk
Q Were you ever in the so-called consulting room on Prosecution's
: Exhibit P-117
A lio. ' ]
»
Q Did you wear a white coet while you were on duty in the undressing
room?
\ A I didn't wear = white coat,
DEFENSE CJUNSEL: Youwr witness.
CROSS W{AMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

(] Moeckel, when did you leave Buchenwald for Lublin?

s A End of March 1942,

(Accused Moeckel=Cross)
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< That was about the same time the other members of the Koch
unit left Buchermald for Iz_.lblin, wasn't it? The Koch cligue?

A I donh't know anything about 2 cligue or bard,

Q Wiell, wren did Koch leave Bucherwsld?

A In my opinion he left around the end of 1941,

< And you left a few weeks afterwards, didn't you?

A Erd of March 1942.

Q Who vas the Commanding Officer at Bucherwald after Koch left?

a Temporarily S8 Captain Florstedt and then S§ Major or later on
88 Colonel Pister came,

@  And then you went to Lublin which was the same place to which
Koch ard his clique had been transferred, is that not a fact?

A I was transferred to Lublin,

Q iWhen you were tried bty an S8 court in Lublin you were tried for
looting amd black-marketing, were you not?
= 8T I was sentenced by the court because I had kept things which I
had found, was politically unreliable and had viclated the money exchange
laws, =

Q Tvio of those articles were, number one, a typewriter which you
used in the office, ard number two, a fur cost which you gave your wife, is
that not a fact?

A Tes,

Q . Now by politically unreliable do you mean that you helped the
Polish uncder-z;round?

a No.

!

(Accused Noeckel=-Cross)
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3 Whet do you mean by politically unreliable?
a An order hzd been issued by the Reichs Fuehrer of the S5 Fimmlere
. Tt was strictly forbidden to hzve any personal contact with Poles.

Q  Arg the contact with the Poles you had was the cortact you had
involving the looting &nd the exchange of these goods which you have just
tédked aboubt, is that it?
~> ''A I hed contact with the Poles already before that, I lived at the
Pole's house,

. Q  Now what did you do when you lived at the Pole's house which caused
you to be politically unreliable?

A When the order was issued, I had to move out.

Q Tell, you did move out, didn't you?
A les.
I Q Well then what else did you do that made you politically unreliable?
A I kept private relations with Poles. '

Q Those pr.ivato relations involved the exchange of these goods and
money, didn't they?
A There wesn't a permenent exchange. Omly }heae two things which
. I t:ve mentioned before.

! < Did you go to the Polish meetings?

Q Did you go to conferences at which Polish und er-ground members
attended?

A Noe

Q Did you ever visit with the Poles except on occasions when you

were exchanging poods?

A ies,

(Accusec loe clel-Cross)

o\
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G what vwas the occasion?
. - A Where I lived 2t the house of this one woman, sie had a lot of

friends and on account of this I was invited here and there from some of
these peocple.

Q low was that before or after the order was issued forbidding you
to visit with Poles?

h That was before and after,

.
-

¢ Now as T understand, you Just acted as a zwerd on two occasions
. in the horse-stable in the large undressing room, is that correct?
A Yes,
« Do you know ﬁ'hat happened Yo the prisoners after they 1;!ft that
room?
. A I don't know that,
Q Do you today know vhat happened to those prisoners after they left
that undressing room?
~—> A Yess I knew it z2lready at the second occasione.

» Q Oh, at the second occesion you knew it. Well, what happensdto them
T

if you knew it at the second occasion? 2

. B g ¢ They were shot.
Q Now do you know why they were shot?
S ¢ As I heard from Thalmann, they had been sentenced to death, Why
and what for, I did not know,.

Q #hat nationality were they?

e Russians,
« what type of uniform were they wearing?
7 A They had grey overcoats,

(Accused Moeckel=Cross)
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Q Now you heard Helbiy testify in this courtroor last wceke Do
you recall Helbig said he saw you in the horse-stable in a white coat?

A I heard it. ’

Q Vas Helbig wrong?

3 A He was wronge Helbis's testimony was based on the order that
everybody in the herse-stable had been ordered to wear » white overcoat.
Nobody gave me an order to this effsct,

Q Did you ever see Helbig in the horse-stable?

A Yese.

Q And did you see Helbig there on both occasions when you were
there? ) %, :

A Both times. On both occasions he u.plockad the door.

Q hs a matter of fact, he was in charge of the proceedings on
those two occasions, wasn't he?

A I don't know thate.

Q Did he give you any instructions?

A lioe
» ihen you went down tc the horse-sta‘ble, did you go alone or did
you go with some of the cther S5 men who were on duty there?

A I went there alone.
5y whom were you ordered to go there?

A 85 Tec Sergeant Kern who at that time was roll-call leader,

to ro to the horse-stable?

A I was in Buchenwald with the troops since November 1938 and

January of 1939 I was transferred to Hcadquarters Staff.

(accused loecke l=Cro ss)
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” it wes your rank when you first went to the rorse-stable?
> & 85 Tec Sergemte
“ liow before you went to the horse-stable on that first occasion
didn't yon heur among the olher men--members of the Headquerters Staff—
of the activity down there?
e A No, T did not because from January 194) until the middle of
Fetruary 1942 I wes in the troop area as ar instructor.
X  Now you got together at youwr non-comricsi oned officers club with
the other S8 non—-commissioned officers, didn't you?
A loe
Q You rever associated with the other S8 non-commi ssioned of ficers
at the S8 non-commissicned officers club? 7 |
'S lce.

Wwell now you went there after one of these executions, didn't you,

and had an extrz glass of beer and a couple of slasses of whiskey, dddn't

you?
A .‘xu. ‘
Q Ard the other S5 men were there, v:;ren't they?
A Yes. i

Q and you discussed the activity in the horse-stable, didn't you?

A llo.

Q Well, wae that after the first or second time that you were in
the horse-stzble that you wen® with the o.her S5 men to the club?

A After the first occasion.

| Hiow lonz vas it between the first end second occasion?

A The second time was robably the middle of March,

N

(Accuszed Noeckel=Cross)
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) Lov that is how many weeks after the first occasion?
7 A Approximately two weeks.

& So thet for approximetely two weeks after you had been at the
fHorse-stable and after you had gotten together with the other S5 men there
you still didn't know what wae happening to the Russians in the horse-ctable,
is that & fact?

-~

A I knew it,

Q Well now a few minutes e70 you Mrew on the second occasion but
Yov didn't know until tren,

a I knew it,

Q You knew it the first time you went there, didn't you? - .

A when I wase irside and askcd Thalmann what was the meiter with
the Russians, he told me that they had beer ser:tenced to death and then
furthermore he probably exrlained also but I cannot remember this for
cer't.:-.ir; any more that they would be shot.

Q Now he told rou that on the first occasion, is that right?

A Inside the stable when I asked him the gusstion.

Q Co now it's very definite that you krfew what was going on at
the horse-stable the first time you were there?

A Yes,

Q low how many other SS men were present on the first occasion
when you were at the stable?

A I saw the SC Sergeant Schichtholz » Thalrann, Helbig, and
Schumann,

—>Q Now there were same SS guerds on duty there, weren't there?

S A Ididn't see any of thenm.

(Accused lMoecckel~Cross)
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Q Now look at Prosecution's Exhibit P-11 for a moment and I am pointing
to the spot known as the undressing room. Are we to understand that there were
no SS guards in that room at all where those prisoners were undressing?

A I was on guard duty and the SS Sergeant Schichtholz was on guard duty.

Q In other words, the guards in that room were not ordinary SS men but
they were S5 non-coms like yourself and like the men in the dock, is that right?

A Yes,

) Now, did any of the other men wear white coats?

A I didn't see any, with the execption of Thalmann.

Q Now during the period of time that you were in charge of
training courses, did you ever hear of the activities at the horse-stable?

A N, '

Q  Now did you hear anything during that period of time?

I didn't hear anything.

Q Now to refresh your memory, I am going to quote a question and an
mnnr from your;ntatlemm of the 25th of March 1947, from page 7: "Question:
What happened in this horse-stable? Answer: Above all I m;st. say that when
I was in charge of the training courses in 1941, .thet is, when I was with my
unit, there was talk once in awhile that executions f.ook place there and that
these were people who had been condemned to death." Now did you make that
answer to that question?

A I cannot remember that anymore.

Q Well, I will ask you once more. Did you know about the activities
in the horse-stable when you were in charge of %raining?

A Nos

(Accused Moeckel - Cross)
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1
(] And the first time you heard about it was the day you went

. " down there to go on duty, is that so?
Hy A Yes,
) And what time of the day did you go down there?
or five
7 A That musthave been between four/o'clock in the afternoon,
7 Q How long did you stay there on the first occasion?
A Until 5:30 or six o'clock. I cannot give you the exact time.
® S How sy Biesian priscnee we du ot Vi Cinat
n Once there were 2round 20 and another occasion around 4O.

G Well, in other words, on the two occasions you say you were there,
* there were appraximetely 60 Russians in 2ll brought in to be shot, s ghat
right?
A Yes.

Q Now just once more I want to shav you a statement which bears
your signature, dated the 25th of March 1947, and I refer srdu to the first
‘question and first answer on that page and ask you whether or not you mede -
that answer to that guestion, t.ct happened in this horse-stable? Answers

. First I have to mention when I was in charge of ‘the"training courses, that
mesns in '41, when I was up there with the troops, there was talk that once
in a while exectt.io;ls took place there and that tlesec were people who had
been sentenced to death." Now did you make thet answer to that question?

A I camnot remember it any more. It happened such a long time ago,
but if it is written there, I must have said so.

Q  Now this statement is dated March 25, 1947. Is that yowr
sigmature at the bottom of the mge?

A That is my signature,

(Accused Moeckel=Crose)
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P

< liow how many times were you examined by Mr. Kirschbaum?
A “hat do you mean, the interrozation which was put down in
writing later onor just a consultation?
Q How mary tires did Mr. Kirschbaum interrogzte you around the
teble or in mnsultation or in any other manner?
" A I cannot give you the exesct figure tut I estimate approximately
fifteen times, including the consultation.
7 Q And ebout when in this course of 15 examinations was the
consultation?
A The consultation was my second one. The first interrogation
was with Mr. Kirschbaum and ab the same time there was & consultation with
Zgoda. And my very first interrogation was with Dr. Leizt. |
Q ‘hen in period of time did the consultation with Zgoda take place?
A The first consultation was in the middle of March; anywey, it was
in March, ard the other one was in April, -
Q Of vhat year?
A This year.
Q Now the consultation w t;x Zgoda was 'before any of these statements
was written, wes it not? !
A Tids consultetion amd this statement were made only after my
firet interrogation by Mr. Kirschbaum.
Q But the consultetion with Z;oca took place prior to yowr
signing any written statemert, did it not?
a Tes.
Q liow you remember very definitely almost all the conversation

which took place in the consultation, don't you?

(Accused Moeckel=Cross)
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A I had to say something in reply to the last cuestion. The
..first interrogation with Dre leizt was already put down in writing and
then came the consultation.

Q Now you remember all the details of the consultétion, don't you?

A Reme mber I can sgy orly vhat I said before.

Q But you don't seem to be clsar about what you put down in the

statement—in the statement you signed on March 25th 1947, is that so?

/ A What I put down, what I wrote down then, it must be correct.

PROSECUTION: No further gquestions.

REDIRECT EXAMINATICN

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL: )

Q Moeckel, can you account for the fact that )ou were chosen to go
to the horse-stable as a guard twice?

A It ie my personal opinion because I was ir easy reach and then I
was ordered to do it.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: DNo further questicns.

PROSECUTION: No further questions.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the courf? There appear to be none.
The Witness may return to the dock.

(Whereupon the mcused wes excused ard returned to the dock.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense calls as its next witness the accused
Bergt.

PRESIDENT: The accised Bergt will eprroach the tench.

(iterevron the accnsed did as directed,)

PRESIDENT: You may meke & =worn or en 'msworn statement on which
you mey be cross examined, You are advised thet the court may draw stuch
inferences as the circumstances Justify from your refusal to answer or
fror your feilure to take the stand in your owr ‘:e‘helf. Are you now

willing to testify?

(Accused Moeckel=Redirect)
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AR S A PION

The foregoings, attached to this attestation, are true
photostatic copies of the originals which are on file in the
World War II Reference Branch, Washington National Records Center
(NCWN), in the Case No. 000-Buchenwald=50 vs., Alfred Berger and

kajhers.

This is to verify that above photostatic copies conform to
original records as contained in the offical file of documents

ning to Case No. 000=Buchenwald=50.

OSEPH B. CONBOY
It. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate

Ubersetzung

Die Ubereinstimmung dieser Ablichtungen mit den in den Akten
- Case No. 000-Buchenwald=50 = befindlicnen Scariftstiicken wird
hiermit beglaubigt.

Berlin, den 18. Februar 1970

gez.: JOSEPH B, CONBOY
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate






‘ 14-Berger st al-3 Dec-1FC-18

. ACCUSED BERGT: Yes.
_ PRESIDENT: Make 2 sworn Or unsworn statement?
AC"U‘“‘D BZR5T: Under cathe
TENUTY FRIEDRICE BERCT, &n accused, voluntarily took the stend in
tis own behalf, ard teinz first dnly svorn, mede the follovd ng sworn
statement through an interpreter.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
JUSSTICNS 2V DEFENSE COUNSELS
. Q What is your name?
Helmuth Bergte
Your age? - 5
Thirty-ai‘x JoArs. ‘
Your nationality?

A

)

A

Q

A Gemman, .
g i
A

Q

A

LA Were you at Buchersald Concentration Cemp diring the last wl b
e PO {
What was your jobl there? l
First I was detall laade'r, then block leader, and at the end

. Y was labor vice-lsader,

Q Dig you live in Camp Buchenwald? ,
Until shortly after Easter 1941 I lived in Buchenwald, ;

-

And after that where did you live?
After that I lived in Weimar.

Did you go to Weimar every night?

Mry evening after office hours X drove to ﬂoim.r

Was your wife in Weimar?

- O > O > O

Yes,

-
AR T
"—""' r =

(Accused Bergt-Direct)
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'k li=Berger % sl-3 Yeo-.tu-19

< was your ap-rtment in Welnar?

A Yes,

w i“en after 19.1 you were never in the camo =t ni ht, is that
correct?

A los

S Did you ever pull guzrd at the camp at night?

A I kad nothing to do with guard duty in Buchenwald.
Q You have heard the prosecution witness Zgoda testify hare before
this court he had seen you at the so-called horse-stable shovm on
ngecution‘s Fxhint P-11, What do you have to say to this?

A I can say . only that I met Zgoda for the first time here In
Dachau.

Q@  Where did you see Zgoda for the first time hare in Dachau?
A In the special camp in Barracks Number 35.
Q Did you mean he was an internee?
A

Yos.

PROSECUTION: We have listened to a constant string of questions = =
DEFENSE CCUNSEL: If he thinks they are leading questions,

objects I will refreme the questions.
PRESIDENT: Reframe the question.

QESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSELs

Q You stated you saw Zgoda here in Camp Dachau, is that correct?

A Yee.

. Q iow was be dressed? :
A I can't remember arymore whether he ws wearing civilian clothes

or old not ary more used Army clothese.

(Accused Bergt~Dir ect) g




Tk 1i-Berger et al-3 Dec- FC-20

(o) iles he a rrisoner?

A Yeae

% aegre o ever a part of Cammando 29 ot Suchenviald ?
A o

3 would your superiar d ficer have known if you were pa:.r't of
Commardo 997
& PROSECUTICN: Objected to again, same reason.
DEFLISE COUNSELs I will reframe the yuestion.
WURSTIONS 3Y DIFIISE COLMNSEL
Q  ¥ho was youwr superior officer?
A That was the SS lst Lieutensnt Grimm.
Q Did you ever Know anything about the executions at the horse-
stable?
A I knew that executions took place in the horse- stable.
Q You stated that Grimm was your superior officer, is that correct? ;
A Yes. t
G Did you see & man by the name of Grimm appear here as a witness ;

here in thie case?

x A Yok
. "] “as that the man that was your superior officer?
A Yes.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Your witness:
CROSS IXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q Bergt, you testified in the parent Bucherwald case a few morths

ago, didn't you?

A Yes.

(Accused Ber gt=Cross)




. Tk 1, -Berger et al-3 Dec-iirC-21

liow you testified on behalf of Grimm, did you not?

&£)

A Yes.
% Tell me this, how lons were you 2%t Bucherwald?
~ A I was trensferred to Buchenwald around the middle of '37 and

-
-
i

in Januery '43 I was transferred from Buchenwald to a2 frent-line unit:,'
3 Now during the years that you were at Buchenwald, you were a block
leader on occasion, were you not?
. A Yes.
Q Did you ever see arny prisoners beaten at Buchenwald?
ll ; DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense objects., Thie is outslidc the scope.
of the direct examination., There is no charge of beating in the charge
made by the prosecution in tﬁis case.
PROSECUTION: That is not the reason for the question. )
PRESIDENT: Objection overrulsde
DEFENSE COUNSEL: If the court please, I am not objecting to the
question as block leader but I am objecting to any testimony as to/;zn.ngl.
That is ny objection,
THE WITNESS: I didn't see it.
QUESTIONS BY PHOSECUTION:
Q How long were you a block lsader?
® A Iwasblock leader from the middle of '38 until the beginming
of '40.
Q | And for that year and a half you never saw a single prisoner hnt‘

at Bucherwald?
A With th e exception of official corporal punishments.

(Accused Bergt-Cross)
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8 1~Berger et al-3 Dec-rFC-22

. Q et was the official corporal puni shrent?
A The carporal punishmert coneisted in blows with a stick.

Wwas the corporal ouni shment administered by anyone with a stick .

i

or was it official?
A T didn't understamd this question, ‘that do yov mean by this?
4 Could any guard just go out and tsat a prisoner with a stick or %
did there have to be a special reason and be a hearing before he was beaten
® with a stick? '
DEFENSE COUNSZL: If it ‘phnse the court, I renew my objection.

£

It is beyond the scope of the charge and the direct examination both, cﬂ .

if it is only an opinion..

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled,
THE WITNESSs I report was supposed to be made.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONS

Q Ard every question that you have answered here today 1s juat as
trus as the last two answers with respect to the beating of pr,ioncrh , &8 thafi
correct? . | .

A 1 didn't understand the question. I don't know what is meant .

. Q A1l of your testimony which you have given here tris moming
vefore this court is true, just as true as the questions involving the fact.
. you never saw a prisoner beaten. axcept officially?

A Yes. What do you mean by seen, seen by others?
Q Seen by you.
A May I ask you & question in connection with that?
Q | Yes, go gheads I
<
A May I ask you whether I am accused here of having beaten i

priseners or whether I am accused here of some activity in connection with

Detail 997 @

(Accused Bergt~Cross)
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1k lUpeBerger et al-3 Dec-itFC-23

% You are simnly asked to answer a gquestion under ceth. You are
very familier with tte charges in this cese. The que stion is being asked
to impeach you as a vitness ard to test your credibility.

A I umerstand that.

) Now I will ask you ore final question, Did you ever see & prisoner
beaten at Buchenwald other than the official bestings which you have just ‘ k
testified to?

A I d4d not see it of any comrades,

Q Did you ever see it?7 Yes or noe
A I cannot answer this question with yes or noe o

PROSECUTION: No further questions. "

DEFENSE 00!_11!3!.: No further questions,.
PRESIDENTs Any questions by the court? There appear to be

none., The accused will return to the docke o v
(Whereupon the accused vas excused and retumed to the doeke) ) '
PRESIDENT: Cowrt will recess for 20 minutes.

(Wherewpon the court recessed at 1000 hours., )

(Accused Bergt~Cross)




ATTESTATION

The foregoings, attached to this attestation, are true
photostatic copies of the originals which are on file in the
World War II Reference Branch, Washington National Records Center
(NCWN), in the Case No. 000-Buchenwald-50 vs. Alfred Berger and
others.

This is to verify that above photostatic copies conform to
the original records as contained in the offical file of documents
W\ pertaining to Case No. 000-Buchenwalc=50.

JOSEPH B. CONBOY :

Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocazte

rlin, 18. Februar 1970

thbersetzung

BEGLAUBIGUNG

Die worstehen@iﬁkﬁbt; opien, die mit dieser Urkunde verbunden sind,
sind Originalehllﬁ%é; en aus den bel der World War Reference Branch,
Washington National\gecOgds Center (NCWN), aufbewahrten Akten
- Casze No. 000-Buchen§aldiQ - gegen Alfred Berger u.a.

: ’Hw
Die Ubereinstimmuing df®ser Ablichtungen mit den in den Akten
= Case No. 000-Buchengld-50 - befindlichen Schriftsticken wird
hiermit beglaubigt.

Berlin, den 18. Febghar 13570

gez.: JOSEPH B. CONBOY
Lt. Colonel
Deputy Staff Judge Advocate






17-Berger et -1-3 Dec<iJR~1

(Whar2mon court was opened at 1525 hours.)

PRECIDENT: Court is opan.

PHOSECUTICH: Let the record show that all the members of the
court, prosecution, the defense, all of the accused, tLe rerorter and the
interpreter are present,

FDDINGS

PRESIDENTs Each 2ccused will stand as his name is called.

Werner Alfred Berger, thc court in closed secsion, at least
t.‘-.-'o-ttdrds of the members mresert at the time the vote was laken concurring
in each firding of gxiilty, finmis you: .

Of the Partiaulsrs of the Charge: Guilty.

Or the Charges GCuilty. e

You may sit down.

(Wherapon the accused did as dir ected.)
% # %

PRLSIDENT: Helmuth Friedrich Bergt, the court acquits you of
all the Particulars am® the Charge.

The accused Bergt will be removed rran.t.!-}e courtroom,

(Whersupon the accused Eergt was escorted from the cowrtroom.)
* ® ®

PRECIDENT: Josef Presser, the cowrt ir closed session, at
least two-thirds of the members present at the time the vote was taken
concuwrring in each finding of guilty, finds you:

Of the Particulars of the Charge: Guilty.

Of the Charges Guilty.

You may si down.

(Whereupon the accused did as directed.)

3* ¥* *
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. T l?-b..z‘bu' et al=3 Dec=iidu~2

PRESIDENTs FHorst Dittrich, the cowt in losed session, at
least two-thirds of the memters resent al the time tle wte was taken
concurring in each finding of gullty, finds you:

Of the Particulars of the Charge: Guilty,

Of the Charge: Cuilty,

You may eit down,

(Wnerewon the zccused Md as directed.)
* * »

PiLSIDENT: Wiegand Hilberger, the cowt in closed session, at
least two-thirds of the members mresent at the time the wte vas taken
concuwrring in ecch finding of guilty, finds you:

Of the Particulars of the Charge: G:uilt,y.

Bf the Charge: Guilty. '

You may =it down.

(Whereupcn the accused did as dir ected,)
I

PRESIDENT: Herbert Moeckel, the cowrt in closed session, at
least two-thirds of the members rresent at t.hect.imf the wte was taken
concurring in each finding of guilty, finde yous

Of the Particulars of the Charge: Guilty,

Of the Charge: Guilty.

You may sit domm.

(Whereupon the accused did as directed, )
¥ ® %

PRESILENT: The court will hear evidence of previous convictions
and of ary extenuating circumstances.

PROSECUTICl: There is ro ecvidence of previous conviction,
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. Tk 17-Serger et 2l-3 Deo=iidit=2

PRESIDENT: Wemer Berger, do you desire to introduce evidence
of extemating circumstances or to make any further statement to the court?
. ACCUSLD Br.lkutz loe
PILSIDENT:  Josef Bresser, do you desire to introduce evidence
of extenuating circumstances or to mske cny further statement to the court?
ACCUSID CZlEsShis I would like to rive a short statement,
PRESID&IT: You rgy.
ACCUSED BiSSERs I would like to take the cowrt into consideration
. that at the tire vhen I did or lived through these a cts I asked my conscience
whether I wasn't doing a wrorg thing, As the holy Antonio sgys in his book,
"Thd Gods State", that the death penalty is not' always necessary for the
killing of 2 human being, Since four years I haven't seen my family and
my mother any more. Lost everything in the r.'ar; end ask the court today
on my 47th birthdey for a fair judgement,
PHESIDENT: Horst Dittrich, do you desire to introduce evidence
of cxtenuatin: circumstances or to make any further statement to the court?
ACCUSED DITTRICH: No.
PRESTDENT: Uiegand Hilberger, do vou'desjre to introduce evidence
. of extenuating circumstances or to make any further statercnt to the court?
ACCUSED FMILEE:RGER: A statement,
PLESIDENT: You may pf‘oceed.
ACCUSHD HILIEWGA: T would like to tell the high court that I was
a soldier et the front and was cnly ordered to do t!llese eecutions at
Bucherwald, and as I was & non-commissicned officer, I had to obey
orders of my superiors, and since ry superiors, aml cven my very high
superiors, krew of these orders, I wes of the opinion that the thirgs which

went on there, these executions, were just amd correct. I only did my

%8



.’k 17-Berger et al=3 Dec-iili=4

dutice ard obeyed the orders I received, Then I would like to add that
in 1943 I loet my wife through @ bombing attack and I lost everything
except my old mother, which I still have. I ask the court for a fair
centence,

PEESIDENTs Herbert Mocckel, do you desire to Introduce any
evidence of extenuatins circumstances or to make ary further statement to
the court?

ACCUSED MOEZCKEL: No.

@ DEFLNSE COUNSEL: If it please the court, I would like to cell
your close attention to the Trial Manunel, page 304, to be used in mitigation—
Justice Jackson's report to the President, the latter part of that.

PRESIDENT: For the purpose of the record, the cowrt has dates
that the accused came under military control as the 8th of February 1947 for
Berger; the 8th of May 1945 for Bresser; the 11 th of May 1945 for Dittrich;
the 8th of June 19,5 for Hilberger; and the 8th cf May 1945 for Moeckel.

Ts that acceptable to both counsel?

PROSECUTICN: It is acceptable to the prosecution.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: It is acceptable, s

. PHESIDENT: Court; will be closed,

Whereupon court was closed at 1535 howrss )
* * #* #*
(Vhereupon court was opened at 1615 hours.)
FRESIDENT: Court is open,
PROSECUTICON: Let the record show that all the members of the

court, prosecution, defense, the reporter, and the interpreter are present.
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SENTENCES
PRESIDZNT: The accused Berger will approach the benche
. (iWhereuron the zccused cid as directed,)

Pi{ESIDENTs Berger, the court in closed session, at lezet
two=thirds of the members present at the time the vote was taken concurring,
sentences you, Berger, to life imprisonment commencing fortlwith at Var
Crimes Prison No. 1, lamisberg, Germany, or such other places as may be
designated by competent military authority.

The prisoner will be escorted from the courtroom,

. (Vhereuron the prisoner was escorted from the courtroom, )

PHESIDENT: The accused Bresser will approach the benghe

(Yhereupon the accused did as directed,)- :

PRESIDENT: Bresser, the court in closed session, at least
two-thirds of the members present at the time the vote was taken concurring,
sentences you, Bresser, to be imprisoned for 2 tem of fifteen (15) years
at hard labor commencing 8 May 1945 et VWar Crimes Prison Ne., 1, Landsberg,
Germany, or such other places 2s may be designated by competent military
authority.

The prisoner will be escorted from :che cowrtrooms.

. (Whe reupon the prisoner was escorted from the courtroom,)

PRESIDENT: The accused Dittrich will aprroach the benche

(iéhereupon the accused ¢id os dir ected.)

PEESIJENTs Dittrich, the cowrt in closed session, at least
two-thirds of the members present at the time the vote was taken toncurring,
senterces you, Dittrich, to life imprisonment commencing forthwith at War
Crimes Priscn lo. 1, landsberg, Gemany, or such other place as may be
designated by competent military authority,

The prisorncr will be escorted from the courtroom.

(i4hereupon the prisoner was escorted from the courtroon, )
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PEGSIDLIT: The accused Hilberger will approach the benche
(Wnereupon the accused did as directeds)

. RESIDuIT: Hilberger, the court in closed session, at least
two-thirds of the members present at the time the vote was taken concurring,
sentences you, Hilbergsr, to be imprisoned for a term of twenty (20) years
at hard labor commencing 8 June 1945 at War Crimes Prison No. 1, Landsberg,
Germany, or such other places as may be designated by competent military
authority.

The prisoner will be escorted from the courtroor.

. (#hereupon the prisoner was escorted from the couwrtroom.)

PRESIDENT: ’Ihe- eccused Moeckel will approach the bench,

(Vhereupon the accused did as directed.) _

PRESIDIENT: Moeckel, the court in closed session, at least
tvo=-thirds of the members present at the time the vote was taken concurring,
sentences you, Moeckel, to be imprisoned for a temm of twenty (20) years F
at hard labor commencing 8 May 1945 at War Crimes Prison No. 1, Landsberg,
Germany, or such other places as may be designat-d by competent military
authority. ¥

The prisoner will be escorted from the courtroom.

. (Whereuron the prisoner wes escorted from the courtroom.)

PRESIDENI: Is there anything further to be presented to the court?

PROSECUTION: There is nothing further to be presented to this
court,

PiZSIDENT: Before closing, I would like to compliment the guards
on their military appearance ard menner of nerformance of their duty. They
haove been a credit to the orgarization and to the military services :

The court will adjourn subject to call by the mresident.

(Vhereupon the court sdjourned at 1625 hours, 3 December 1947.)
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