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A Statement regarding restoration of Unity in the

-G, E. L.

"Alter -an earnest studyrof= 6t he
diffiulties thafi have-arisen in our dear

(Gossper Church, and conversations l

wibh pborsons of diffeping views I am |
-dbnvfﬁc‘hd;thg':h ths diffialty pointed |
out:do  not warraat the' persent eon:
-Ea?;ai%ﬁ f:gn@ activities which: tead |
to break Christian fellowship Thg
Lord’s ._;ﬁragge'r&s‘ﬂtﬁﬁieyall}%w kﬁz |
oHib”is Boo'vdmpdlling’a demind For us
all tosstand together in worship, and
ungdee-a eentral administration ~with
2 Mahasabha,. one Church Council,
gue policy. and united effort to_fulfil
the comimon tasks entrusted by the

Lord to the Gosstier Church!

- Avoareful ¢ perusal of ‘the Zonal
scheme, also in the light of the division
among Uraons in two groups and the
sad  situation disrupting congrega-
tions, establishing two services etc,
Hias convinoced mé that the schems hag

been ill congeived;-and the: action of |

the August, 15, declaration has been
unconstitutional and has sadly broken
botids of féllowshiplove and mutual
wegard and adjastment the Lord
demands of His people who have to

stand as una sancta, one holy catholic |

church, Continual disunity will end
in worse evils and disintegration. The
idea of two Mahasabha, two Presidents
and a. primate is incompetible with
the unity of the church, the need for
a common policy and for common
administration under the authofity of
one Mahasabha, one Church ‘Council
and one President. - = 7

. The seceding : group :have been
stressing that there:i§ much positive
value in the zonal idea. Dr. Strock
has in his new constitution provided
for the right of any minority group

being safeguarded (vide (a) Consti- |

tution Article 10 Sections T. Th (b)
Bye-laws of the Constitution Article

Church. SreERe 1555)

by 'the: Church,s inva Constitational
hurch Council “Executive .

way.
in ths
1057

‘The C

t Ranchi 15th
receive and S

13 willing

4 2 . gy 1
- B'T_)rop::os&a,l in tha lightiof my oriti-

| ¢igmt above, and with & singleeys to

what wouald be: good for the church,
safeguarding the aspiration. of ‘mino-
rities., Oa tais assaratice of = the
officsts ‘afil O GF Exececutive and:im
obsdience to Christ’s'call to unity, the
se¢eding partysis requasted. 2 call off
its_mobivities, and restore uaity by
accepting positioa in ‘the church a8
batore 15th August: 195775 - =
‘Fam very thanlkfalto the President
and the: €2 €. Executive for . their
readiness to put aside their actions
in respect of Reyl:Joel Lakra, who
will not hereafter act in contravension
of the policy of the ministeriun of the
authority of the President of the'G:
\ BiL-Church in respect of ordination
within or « outside the G, E, L.
Church. . With full restoration of the
position of Rev, J. Lakra as Principal
of 'the Seminary on receipt of his
| letter of consent mnot later than 31-5-
1037.- T earnestly request restoration
of unity in the church and the autho=
rity of . Mahasabha and the central

| administration through the Church
Couneil. 2
This will be a triumph of Christ’s

desire for unity, and give joy not onl
HEo A Mombers of the G. E. L. Church
|I but also to all echurches of ¥, E. L. C.
 and Lutheran World Federation.
~J. D, B, Asirvadam.

Bh. Lakra,

4 section 4). Still there may be room
for any new proposal being considered |

- ‘Dated Ranehi, the 17th May, 1957
Memo No. 11061205 /57 e

1 “Thé Church Council Executive has
accepted thisstatement.

J J.P, Tiga
President, 17-5-57
G. E. L. Church, Ranchi,_




Sk Celc f
gmR AR aivea s § S sfEmgal
wfina gt & v quaniiiar g% weaw | The (@) frmadl® ev-fas & arry,

§3 gay fyfaw faog 51 @@l @ wasla
3 3 omd g% 7 faEw f am e

&) sfearzar gnid nuf, /@ sv = fagg
€ ® SE@ A W T wEwd @ @
WEREAT 2 Sl s wmwEar & A
N eIaw@ g1 5g B oG 5 g

4 g g, ag us dEl e @ Y ew qel
gﬂa # Yawd Fow QN ayt oF Faha
mex & wdla 0% A, 9% 99 sifes,
oF fegra aulNg s, AW AW

wening faar g w1 %1 9fw 3 fod afmfea

SO S35 gd g a1 [Feg A g )

ST fsar (Zonal Scheme) §1 IR
q¥% AR (IfEgiq), At R dw @
aii & fanfe aun G uiehale @ eqlan
® A7 §T J TUSA FIRT G By d
&yl B 3% 27 fasare @ nar @ fe g Qe
sy fesie ¥ geua §1 aE R Wik ¥ waw
B uinr g1 gAEg sawias (sfkalwa)
ge1 R a9l I WITWT, HH, HEK R
Pg-lagig, (e 99 Mea B, oad) e A
gl g Az g fari wg =wed wgmfzd)
[ sear 2§ J0F wR g aT AR El SR U
gz fews) sagn | fadac Agwg &
wwigguEoam fguza gann flagsar,
Q) §Ei¥z ou1'us ahe (Primate) 81 fasi

uF S99 Siew Sk oE SHE 3 eds
aa s wawear 3 fRwe sk sdna )

quw A% e g@ Sz L e S

faq=1t (Zoanal Idea) ¥ uga & w=sfiag |

g ) Dr, Strock & onyq . /Y d@fgem

—

(w) faga (Ramas) ¢ gir oy T.

SO MECER CE RN T AR R
S@T R ANfas AR 97 AT wR 9 sng
® § w6 8 | S+ wifew sEsi, a0
A yevs Y et H, o gl ot ew
raE W e fafexr A wama 8
=Rl ¥ wowgn, w9 dacd fomy
saET . ® F@E & Uy weyEeIwi T
sl e 95 sifew SEad
81 SEIE F 39 SR uT quy agAr
%) i@ %) R, 94F DAAW 3w

BF %1 96 2 % 3 mOR sEEw ot ar E
Wi FWOT H W w2 B qEaT T
% o & wallar § wsa enfe 8¢

 # i el 99 aifed w5
ned nma(,ﬁt; &fs-aa&e-gw g @ ufy
S FATED Srear W B saie # awy
Wo gow west fer st fafafizfiar 3
fa:-a'ﬁa % afog@. 3g] 10 aur e $o qme
99 % nHlEE & gilin-aend sfamer
% f39d1a site fo om 99 R wrwde a1 qge
1€ 7 e & | an 30-v-re B qea Ino

S IR F WAl 99 207 R 9T wam)
feaadl &1 {wfecw 93 9T gmaegs g,
3 ek wzdwd fe v Fugar wg@ar

%1 sfeg sur 99 sifew zia 399

. BB Fenfed g s
FWIUl & GUad, U fRgra auT g% AgET |

¥
ENY W 35T W ugar 12 cqe
fasiar il a1 ag 7 33w Mo Se qme w
% ®a3l o) qew g0, 23w uwe $o gme
e Bl AU ase Felga ® il Sof

- &) o) sEw i)

(FrmEsh) § 91 wevEers o @ |
wfes] AW I/ B g [z |

FEI—STe o Mo Txaan




PREAMBILE

There has been from time to time some kind of
eommunal disturbances in the church which is natural
where large nuwabers of different communities have come
into the Church. But the problem had been tackled
carefully and tactfully se that the harmony in the
Church was maintained inspite of such disturbances.
With the march of time unfortunateiy secular politics
entered into the Church adninstration and fomented
communal feelings to such an extent That the situatien
became uncontrollable, The walk-out at the April
Mahasabha 1955 and the allied acts of the major
cammunity brought about a breach in the Church and
Separated the major community in such a way that
there has been a gchism in the Church along the commu-
nal line. This breach has been maintained and the
Schism kept up ‘dt the October Mahasabha 1955 with an
unabated rigor by the major community. The officers
elected have been oompletely in sympathy with the major
community which had seceded., They took no care to
heal the wound but rather with their action and be-
haviour they widened the gap and the situation in the
Church has deteriorated ang become hopeless and beyand
repair. There is no way to unify the Church by res-
taring the communal harmony.

Therefore the hard fact as it stands now must
be recognised and the oneness of the Church must be
restored and maintained inspite of the existence of
different communities in the Chureh and in order to
achleve that end the following clauses are accepted -
and adopted. ;

I.Zonal Qrganisation.

The G.E.I. Church consists of two gdministrative
Units to be calleg North Zone and South: Zone, each
being independent, autonomous and self-contained so far
as the internal adminstration is concerned. FEach Zone
shall have its own HMahasabha and Church Council with
Separate officers and Separate finance., The South Zone
shall roughly coygr seven Synods, i.e., Bur ju Synods,
Govindpur Synod, /Takarma Synnd, Koronjo Synod, Singhbhum
Synod, /Orissa Synod and Assam Synod. The North Zone
shall consist of nine Synods, i.e., Manbhum Synod, Hazari-
bagh Synod, Northern Synod, Western Synod, Khuntitoly
Synod, Kinkel Synod, Madhya Pradesh Synod, Bengal Synod
and Surguja (when organised).

II. Council of Advisors.

There shall be a Council of advisors consisting of
seven members, including the Presiding Officer, each
Church Council electing three members. The Presidents
of the two Church Councils shall alternately preside
over the Council's meetings, one presiding for a year
and he shall be called the Primate of the G.E.L.Church,

III. The Primate of the G.E.T. Churech.

) The Primate shall officiate at gll Ordinations.

e The Primate shall maintain the outside relationship
of the G.E.L. Church through his office.

3 The Primate shall correspond with the outside bodies,

but he shall hauve no power of his own. He shall
only communicate what the two Church Councils decide.
&, The Primate's office shall be honorary,




-

1V. Board Of ianagement of the G.E.TLe
Church propertics.

_ There shall be & Board of Management of the
G.ETL. Qhurch properties «hich shall be rformed by the
%omlnatlon of the two Church councils, each nomninating
hI‘ue .

The Primate shall be the ex-officio Chairmail of the
Board.

Ve Boqggﬂgi_gyntral Tnstitntions.

The Theological college, the pracharaks' Training
agehool Tabitha gechool, the Hospitals and other common
institutions like publication, shall be called the
central Incti intions of the G¢.BE.L. Church. They shall .
be saministered by a Board consisting of six members, -
esch . Church gouncil nominating three. one of the Presi-
donts of the two Church councils, waO ig not the primate,
shall preside over the Board's meetings.

All appointments to the Central Institutions shall .
be made by this poard, but the two Chureh Councils shall /
havie power tO file objection to any appointment in which

case the Board shall reconsideT such appointment and

revise if the objection 18 sound and reasonable 1in Board's
congideration.

yI. The Cconstitution.

The existing constituion of the G.E.L. Church

gshall be applied tO the two 7Zones in all respects, except

those which &T€ being getforth in these provisions. Ay

of the Church Qouncils or council of Advisors shall initiate
amendmnents wnich will be effective when gimple majority

in each Church Council has passed them. '

viI. Foreign subsidy.

The Forelgn subsidy shall ve the first charse of

the Central Tnstitutions including the office of the .
primate., The valance of the subsidy shall be equally
distributed between the two Church Councils.

VvIIle. Representation on the outside Bodies.

1. Bach Church gouncil shall nominate one member tO
the Joint Mission Roard.

2 The Primate shall be a member of the Surguja Board.

3 Reprusentativas on the outside bodies 1like the

PELY, BCC etlC., shall be nominated from both the
church Councils On Tifty-fifey basis.

IX. E&nchi Head—quartqrs congregation.

the status of the Ranchi Head=-quarters congregation
shall be changed sccording to the wishes of the people of
the Congregation. The plebiscite will decide which Zone
the Congregation will join.

The High gchools pothh bOyS and girls and the.L.P.
3chools shall come vunder the control of the 2one which

the Congregation will join.




TH.22. X. Renchi Compound.

Both the Church Councils may have their head-
quarters at Ranchi.

XI. Call of Pastors and other Workers.

Pagtors and workers shall be called from one Zone
to serve i any Zone and choice shall lie with the person
concerned.

XII. Mixed Congregations.

Congregations like Jamshedpur shall be given the
privilege of joining any Zone according to the wishes of the
people of the Congregation.

XIII. Cuall of Foreign lMissionary.

Both the Church Councils must agree in the call
of the PForeign Missionary to either Zone or to a Central
Institution. The Terms of Referencs shall remain intact.

XIV. Individual and Congregational Rights.

Individuals and congregations shall have their
choiee to join any Zone they wish.

XV. Duties of the Council of Advisors.

1. All actions of the Council shall be advisory.

The aeceptance of the advice hy the two Church Councils
will depend upon the sensioility, soundness and reasonable-
ness of the advice. The two Church Councils will be at
liberty to suggest addition, alteration or deletion of

the advice and the Council also shall be at liberty to
revise, add or delete the advicc.

2 When the advice has been accepted by the two
Church Councils it will be binding on the G.E.L. Church
with effect from the date of ecceptance by the two Church
Councils.

3 The initiation may be taken by the Council or

by the two Church Councils severally on any matter which
is proposed to be introduced in the G.E.L. Church. The
final form must come from the Council by way of advice.
The date of acceptance of the édvice should be noted

in the offigce of the Primatz.

4 In the manner mentioned above the Council of
Advisors becomes the co-ordinating body of the G.E.L.
Church, not by the authority of the office, but by
their soundness of judgement and reasonableness of
the advice.

5 The advice will remain intact until withdrawn by
the Council by conviction, but it cannot be introduced

in the Church unless the two Church Councils accept it by
eonviction.

6, The advice will be discussed back and forth until
withdrawal by conviction or acceptance by conviction.

Te. Thus the Councils #nUwdr vill lie not in the




i) -

authority of the body but in the str
: 13 strength of the appeal
it will command by just, sound and fair judgeme;t.pp ;
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Hiasionsdiraktor D.Hans LOKIES
Berlin-Friedenau
Hand jerystrasse 19/20 4 6/

Mareh 14th, 1957

Lo/Su.

Rev.Joel L a k r a
G,E,L, Church

Ranchdi/ Bihar
G.E,L. Church Compound - India

Dear Brother Lakra,

| You must not think that I have forgotten you. Chotanagpur and Ranchi
are constantly in our thoughts here in the Gossner Mission. We pray
for the Gofiner Churech, for their ministers and congregations in the
fellowship of fath and love; and we also include you in our prayers.
That one thing we do not do: we do not interfere with the internal
“ affairs of the GoBner Chureh. We do not take sides. For we are of
the opinion that our brethren in the GoBner Church must manage their
internal affairs alone.

We cannot deny that we are very sad about things that have happened
lately. But we hope confidently that the Church Council and the
Mahasabha will restore peace and unity to the Church.

I am of the opinion that you too are called to contribute to this.
God has blessed you with rich gifts. You have expensive experience
and you are highly honoured and have authority among many. And there=-
fore the word of Jesu : "For unto whom soever much is given, of him

shall be much required." (St,Luke 12,48) means _you. Much depends
upon yow and what you do if order is to be red in the Church,
Therefore I beg you must urgently ‘name of all brethren who have
come to know and love you to do ewl hing that can help to overcome

the quarrels in the GoBner Chuz!lﬁ Christ said, that one would know
his disciples by the lavn they have for eachother.

For the love of Christ I hcg'you to use your whole influence towards

a good conclusion of the present distussions of the Chureh Council
‘ ahd the Mahasabha Spirdt of lave and peace, that they receive
the blessing of Go \ﬂ
p\’
With cordial ": 8 to you, your wife and children
S s
EJ#LJJ fours sincerely

»

.ﬁ .'."“ i " I. J.(“‘_

-
B
Ly




13. Médrz 1957 Lo/Su.
Lieber Bruder Lakra,

8ie dlirfen nicht denken, daB ich Sie vergessen habe. Wir denken hierim
Gossnerhaus téglich nach Chotanagpur und nach Ranehi hiniiber. Wir beten
fir die GoBnerkirche, fir ihre Pastoren und Cemeinden in der Verbunden=
heit des Glaubens und der Liebe. Auch Sie und Ihre Familie schlieBen wir
in unsere Fiirbitte ein. Iines aber tun wir nicht : Wir greifen nicht in
die inneren Angelegenheiten der Golnerkirche ein. Wir nehmen nicht Parted,
Wir glauben némlich, daB unsere Briider und Schwestern in der Gofnerkirche
mit ihren inneren Angelegenheiten selbst fertigwerden miissen.

Wir kSnnen nicht leugnen, dal wir ilber manche VorfHlle in der letzten
Zeit traurig sind, aber wir haben die gute Hoffnung, daB das Church Council
und die Mahasabha der Kirghe den Frieden und die Sinheit wiederschenken
warden.

Und nun meine ich, dal auch Sie dlln berufen sind, Ihren Beitrag dazu

zu leisten. Sie sind von Gott mit Gaben reich gesegnet worden. Sie haben
viel Erfahrung, und Sie haben auch bei Vielen ein grofes Ansehen und Auto-
ritét. Darug gilt das Wort Jesu vom Ihnen : " Wem viel gegeben ist, ven
dem wird awch viel verlangt werden," Ls kommt sehr viel auf Sie und Ihr
Handela an, wenn in der Kirche alles wieder in Ordnung kommen soll,
Darum darf ich Sie im Namen aller Brilder, die Sie in Deutsechland kennen-
golenqt_uﬂ& liebgewonnen haben, herzlich und dringend bittem, alles zu
‘tun, was dazu beltragen kann, alle Streitigkeiten in der GofSnerkirche
in'ﬂhlcrrindcn. Christus hat sosgst. dal man sedine Jinger daran erkennen
wird, daR sie sich untereinander liebhaben.

Un der Liebe Jesu Christi willen bitte ich Sie, Ihren ganzen Einflus
dahin geltend zu maghen, dah die kommsnden Beratungen des Church Council
und der Mahasabha im Geiste der Liebe und d.s Friedene gefiihrt werden
und von Gott gesegnet werdens

Mit den herzlichsten Grilssean, augh an Ihre liebe Frau und Ihre Kinder,
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THE GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH iN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM.

( Estd. 18485, Autonomous 1819, )

NORTH ZONE

Estd.—15th August 1956,

President — Rev. J. Toppo, C. C. MEMBERS -
G.E I, Church, Kanke, Ranchi. Rev, M, Kindo, . Northern Synod,
Secretary — My, P, D, Panna, Mr, Junathsn Minz, . g,
23, Bandi Road, East, Jamshedpur, Singhbhum, Mr. Simon Toppo, . M. P,
Treasurer— My, ¥. &Y Topno, Rev. Habil Dungdung, . Kinkel
G. B. L. Ohurch, Hospital Compound, Ranchi. Mr. Prabhusahay Toppo, . Khutitali,

Rev. Bamuel Dungdung, - -do.
Mr. Lalitmohan Bandil, - Manbhum,
Rev, B, Kiro. - Orissa,

Mr. N, Kerkotta . -do.

EXECUTIVE 0o, MEMBERS —
Rev, B, Minz, Gumla, (Western)
Rev, Z. Khalkho, Rajgangpur, (Orissa)
Mr. O, Minz, Ranchi.

e ertest i st — Fenke T snchi
¢ . Kznke, Renchi.
Ref B e inge—-=-genl e
J ; ‘a-p i o e = 4 :_; i D/ c4-1-57.
am..__ 30 JAN, 1857 .|
o erlediqt.. . |

Dear Director Lokies,

We would like to gcquain u with
of the Cossner Chureh. For the hi £t

there will be separate psper.

From fpril 1955 the constitution
thrown overbosard DY the Mshassabhas and along
me Topsy-Turvy.This wss Possible through th .
J.J.P.Tiga and N.E. Horo,who worked on the communsz
which was carried eway by the communzl sent g
the Quistling snd went OVET Tto the ecommunsl majority who could give
him votes snd elect him vresident.By secret propse at mid-night

making each Munde delegate to promise in writiﬁg what he should do,

the finzl triumph of Messrs Tiga end Horo was 4 clared at the Oeto-
ber Mshe sabha. There are concrete proofs of these dirty acts, Thus
the present admini'stration was torn in deformity.

At the conclusion of the Mahxxakhx election in October
1955, the newly elected officers were told that they should seek
the co-operation of all people in the Church zng there should be
no victimisation or vindictiveness. The three officers got up and
declared that there would be no vindictivenees.This happened in the
morning,but in the afternoon meeting itself, Mr Tiga and Mr.Horo
took vindictive actions throwing dust in the eyes of the other

The persecuted Party remained silent but it became slert,
Those in power went from strength to strength, exzrri €xcereling auth-
ority, taking vVengeance sand versecuting individus] o and groups under
the shelter of  the majority votes.Finally it ¢ame to be known thet
there was going to be 2 regular Victimisation of the minority group
leaders in oraer to finish then up,and z0 the minority lesders sta-
rted to draft - scheme to prevent the ma jori ty group from committing
injustice =ndg blind szets as they did in #F955.By June the scheme was
completed,

By this time the officiel action of vindictivenese became
more vi?ible.ﬁev.?.ﬁhalkho a lesder among the minority group
sacked.He wes degraded from the Synod Presidentship of Oriececs and
Vas suspended from the ministerial services.This pointed out to the

17 e o

minority thst the 111-fated time Was now come and the minority
leaders were doomed. They would be finishec This w: the
timely warning =nd on the 15th AUGUST, 1956 Y BTOUup organ-
ised itself for self defence and csllec ts \ORTH ZONE of
the C.F,.L.Church. 2 copy of the scheme s« prepaved ws nt to Rew,

T

J.J.P.Tiga ang other C.C.members. Buf Mr.Tige never sllowed the




THE GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM.
( Estd. 1845. Autopomous 1919, )

NORTH ZONE
Hstd.—15th August 1956,
President — Rev. J. Toppa' C. C. MEMBERS —
G. E. L, Church, Kanke, Ranchi. Rev, M. Kindo, Northern Synod,
Seoretary — My. P, D. Panna, Mr, Junathan Minz, . .do.
23, Bandi Road, East, Jamshedpur, Singhbhum. Mr, Bimon Toppo, - M, P,
Treasurer— My, Y. 8. Y. Topno, Rev. Habil Dungdung, . Kinkel,
G. B, L. Ohurch, Hospital Compound, Ranchi, Mr. Prabhusahay Toppo, . Khutitoli.
Rev. Samuel Dungdung, - -do.
¥XECUTIVE coM, D‘IEMBE“_' Mr. Lalitmohan SBandil, - Manbhum,
Rev. B. Minz, Gumla, (Western) Rev, B, Kiro. . Orissa.
Rev. Z. Khalkho, Rajgnagpur, (Orissa) Mr. N. Kerketta . .do.
Mr. O. Mingz, Ranchi,

Ref.

D

Divector Tokies,£4-1

. scheme to be discuss

Several Sync

Church Council,but _ Tige beg

unilateral ections azgainst th minority group end its lesders
Mr.N.F,.Horo . d: - frc ' 153

Mr,Tiga 2nd the two have bec@me

wing unilatere c I

clioue,

-

uspensions,discherges and

y , sals of &11 1 leaders of the
minority group.

(2) ev.Z.Khelkho,President Orissa Synod was the first.

(b) Rev.J, Toppo,Pastor of Kan ynod President of the Northern
Synod and the Chairm=n “anchi Tllsks,hzs been ordered
to vacate Kanke 2na e Tvesolution of rvemoval from Illaks Cheir-
-'T-‘."T] shio s2nd fr ym The .‘:'!'}'\'_"-‘f '-‘if‘lif_ﬁ?_'q.“ii.:.‘,h:i- S been pse=s sed snd
communicated.Rev.Junul Topno & Munds Pastor has been 2ppointed
[1l2ka Chairmsn of the Ranchi I1laka,.Rev.Heren Tirkey = Munds
Pastor has been sppointed officiating Synod President of the

rt o

are incontravention of the Coss-
lon, end they czn not be ecarried out.Mr
dividing the congregations in orvder to put
Thus there is 2 double Msndli Pench

. : _ PTCTEIEN
lorthern Synod. A11
& L fa )T PP g #

Servicey on Sundeys 2t Rsnehi.
(c) ‘0 heve removed Rev.C,B.Minz the 10d Presi-
A I-.I.. 1 -T 1

y the brother of Rev.EHEanuk Minz, and
'inted) Rev.P,.D, Soreng, o young Kharia Pastor
sident of the Western Hynod. Even the full
such dcts, but in the name of the so-r=lled
srs Tiga and doro are doing these incontrave-
(d) 'resident of the Kinkel oynod has been removed
¢ Kharia Pastor has been masde oynod President
gain illegally. According to “ﬂﬁ??it"?“z
8 ﬂg.riﬁz the Synod Presidents.
st Tig 1 Horo ' ave 1llegsal snd hence
removed Prstors are continuing in their

ordaer of the so=called Chureh r‘-""'i‘ﬂ.f‘i-’.-n,




President — Rev. J. Toppo,
Q. K. L, Church, Kanke, Ranchi.
Secretary — Mr. P. D. Panna,
23, Bandi Road, East, Jamshedpur, Singhbhum.
Treasurer— Mr, Y, 8. Y. Topno,
G. B. L. Ohurch, Hospital Compound, Ranchi.
EXECUTIVE OOM, MEMBERS —
Rev. B. Minz, Gumla, (Western)
Rev. Z. Khalkho, Rajgangpur, (Orissa)
Mr., O. Minz, Ranchi.

W

Rev,

Mr,
Mr,

Raev.

Mr,

Rev.

Mr.

Rev,

Mr.

Director Tokies,24-1-57.Psge 3. (Cont).

(£) Messrs Tigs =nd Horo with

Hev.

. Kule heve formed an illegs
gnoring the re

Chuveh Committee (Mandli Psnch) =t

constituted Church ?nmmittc¢
acecording to Constitution by

tztlves. The regular c« ¢w1+*
of minority kExxxx members,
Ranechl.So,Mr Tige *w'mrﬁ &

b.’\:’

. . THE GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH iN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM.
= ( Estd. 1845. Autonomous 1919, )

NORTH ZONE

Estd.—15th dugust 1956.

C. C. MEMBERS -

M. Kindo, . Northern Synod,
Junathan Minz, . -do-

Simon Teppo, - M. P,

Habil Dungdung, . Kinkel,
Prabhusahay Toppo, - Khutitoli,
Samuel Dungdung, - -do-
Lalitmohan Bandil, - Manbhum.
E. Kiro. - Orissa.

N, Kerketta - .do-

Df .

Ranchi

Ranchi Msndli Psnch is
each Tolla sending its represen-

f

1

ularly

ormed

is alvready there,but it 1s made

us Co

i8S there 1s majority of Ursons
ymmittee by nominations.
th the reguler Committee

*ig“'ﬂ Committee n: ally “'*?L11L i1
and so the benchd CJFS(LmEpi is divided into two with
result that te services fov each group are being
RFanchi. \

(g) Mr.Tiga issued & circulsr ssking all the Church workers

of 1985.0n silence about the reply Rev J.J.P.
dismissed Re¢ v.l.“ kre from the Principalship of the

o

t
held =t

at
H'F

he

U

to exp-
ress In writing whether they acknowledged the C.C. &nd Mshassbha

Tiga and Mr.NgHovo
Theologicel

College and suspended him from ministry amd made Rev.J.J.P, Tigs

officisting Trinr?:rl of the

(h) 'As the Urszon stud

memtioned, Mr Tig: 1

. the College snd"the Hostel,

tive Rev.J.Lakras continued

Thereu Me.Tiga took awn: y

hold their clsass in the Steo
['A]1ﬂ1 :F‘_’_. L 5

I
(1) The stipends of the Urson s

were ’LDJQVﬁﬂ Synods
maintsin the students
College.It is & big sezcrifi

Thus the progra:

1 complete. ALY the ?Prﬁn 1
use of the timely orgeniszat

nuing their respective wotks

)
it
P
.
o
4
X
4
.
=
N
B
.
=3
o
T
"
c
=
»
—~
.
.

destroy the lcriurfhip of t

Minority lezders
the fj(“llt?t;,bun_ th
too well &nd this ﬂlﬁﬁrtdit
But on the 9th DECEMBER 19

tud

the

csh

College.

to sign on the ecircular above
Uraon Btudents numbering

as Mr

holg

ents

of the

21
ce

eed
ion

H. H

hese
il scl 1s stated
theiv mind to seek the Hnliht help.
to the Court.They
€ Police officers kne

E."J

o,Messrs

Munda students and
i Hostel end now 2t th
viding the College. ‘
b

the College cle

-
1

3 ~

10 Trom

rrifi. ga's order wes ineffec-

gnd the selary of Rev.J.lLzkrs
RTH ZONE subscribed to

d Rev.J.Lekre 2t t'h»‘ Theo] ogical
on: the part of these “ynods.

of ReVedi J « P Ti,'.—= -’I!:'i Mr.N.F.BHoro
ers have been finished.But beca-

of the NORTH ZONE 511 srec

under ‘the NORTH ZONE.

conti-

oro, found out that they could not

the

I'.'.'.!..

arity groups,by sus
above end so, they ms

yen

A

r1i:“nr1’

€ up

They decided to drag the
mede several spproasches to

the North Zone leszders

severesl allegationg of Mr.Tige
Tiga #nd Horo ‘decided

to




! v THE GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM.
; ( Estd. 1845. Autonomous 1919.)

E— = NORTH ZONE
e Estd.—15th August 1956.
' President — Rev. J. Toppo, C. C. MEMBERS -
@, H. L. Church, Kanke, Ranchi. Rev, M. Kindo, - Northern Synod.,
Secretary — My. P. D. Panna, Mr, Junathan Minz, . .de.
23, Bandi Road, East, Jamshedpur, Singhbhum. Mr, Simon Toppo, - M. P,
Treasurer— My, Y. S. Y. Topno, Rev, Habil Dungdung, . Kinkel.
@ K. L. Oburoh, Hospital Oompound, Ranehi. Mr, Prabhusahay Toppo, . Khutitoli,
Rev. Bamuel Dungdung, - ~do-
WEROURIYE 0N NNMEE = Mr. Lalitmohan Sandil, . Manbhum.
Rev. B. Minz, Gumla, (Western) Rev, E. Kiro. . Orissa,
Rev. Z, Khalkho, Rajgangpur, (Orissa) Mr. N, Kerketta - .do-
Mr, O. Minz, Ranchi,
Bef. ..o iR £ D

Director Tokies,24-1-57.Pzge 4. (Cont) .

. lock thesRanehil Church sgainst the service held by the NORTH ZONF
and they peguisttioned Police help. They #1s50 ulleged that the reg-
uler Panchimembers would loot axax snd rob the offerings at the
Church. This €ime the Police came.Messrs Tige snd Horo tried to lock
the Church"In"the presence-of the Police #nd the congregation present
But the Police Intervened #nd did not allow them to loek the Church.
The NORTH ZONE Church service wes peacefully held.But the Police
reported the matter to the Court and thus the matter of the Church
has gone to the Court.lecember 22nd was fixed fo® hearing the case,
but Mr Tiga wes not resdy with his statement #&nd preyed for extension
of time, The next date wes fixed for the i12th/Janusry,57.The Megis-
trate stated thet the cese being z Chureh matter should not heve come
to the Court.Our advocete said '2nd 2lso steted in writing thet in
keeping with the Christien Truth and Spirvit,we did not bring thes case
to the Court znd we do not went to proceed ageinst Tiges and perty.
Thereupon the Magistrate advised that the matter be settled mutuslly
and if necessery & third party msy be invited to help.¥We suggested
Bishop Menikam's name but Mr Tiga hesitsted to sccept him. Any how
the Megistrate advised mutuzl dgreement 2nd fixed the next date.The

. next date of hearing is Pixed for February 11,1957.Mr Tige has lots
of money to spend in these Court cases.He hes employed five costly
lewyers.Dr, fovik hes strongly advised Mr Tigs not to go to Court, but
Mesars Tiga and Horo esre defying everybody to fulfill their own ends
and they have gone to the Court,The L.V.F. subsidy is their strength.

¥ith 211 the gboye gdetions of Mr.Tige snd Mr.Horo how can
any one expect peace in the GCossner Church?.

3. Rt.Rev.Bishop Maniksm offeved help insettling the dispute in the
Church by sending one or. two members of the Federation,but Messrs
Tigse snd Horo rvefused his offer.The Executive of the Federation in
Indis also strongly urged that Mr.Tiga should cell 2 "Round-Tsble"
Conference of both parties which has been published in the Gospel
Vitness of November 1355,But this slso they have turned down so fer,

4, We sre strongly of the opinion that so long =5 Messrs Tiga snd Horo
eve at the helm of affsirs,they will not sllow peace iIn the Churech,
They have excited Munde Brethern against the NORTH ZONFE lesders and
s0. it has been more difficult to move for pesce.Messrs Tigs 2nd Horo
are determined to reject eny constructive suggestion and ve do not
see any chance of negotiation with them.To introduce the Zonsl Scheme
2s proposed by NORTH ZONE, seems to be the only wsy te pesce in the




THE GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM.

( Estd, 1845. Aulonomous 1919, )

NORTH ZONE
Hatd.—15th August 1956.
President — Rev. J. Toppo,
. B. L. Church, Kanke, Ranchi.

Seoretary — Mr. P. D. Panna, Mr.
23, Bandi Road, East, Jamshedpur, Singhbhum. Mr,

Treasurer— Mr. Y. 8. Y. Topno, R,
@. B. L. Church, Hospital Compound, Ranchi. i::

v

EXECUTIVE COM. MEMBERS —

5 g Mr. Lalitmohan Bandil, . Manbhum.
ev, B. Minz, Gumla, (Western) Rev, E. Kiro Orissa
Rev. Z. Khalkho, Rajgangpur, (Orissa) Mr J N. Kerketta Il
Mr. O. Minz, Ranchi, ;
Ref. D|
) 5 = 2 aA A = De oy e ((Tnd)
DLTE c "_:._r‘_-_-l—i.‘.\l_’__“',r;_l._._‘:_:_._'_'. CEC Ve \ ALty
hurch. The present Chuvrch ave rul Y
nover at . present seems to be able to check 1 e i '
fetherly exhortastion to them.
red have to trust en God snd in due cOUT 5f of
: s ) A 7e and th
act.Let us pray earnestly &na commit ourselves and 1in
Chureh unto Him.
e Greet lovingly with Yishusahay.
Everin the Lord.
Yours sincevely.
]
,r’
s
i
N.B. We wich you would &£4ylse ssrs Saban sh
| not to join the Seminarv) o long as there 1s E
' They could do much to bring abou in b1
maintein 2 neutral position in t ch f1 nin

D A, Sovdk.

. M. Kindo,

Junathan Minz, - «do-
S8imon Toppo, - M. P.
. Habil Dungdung, Kinkel.
Prabhusahay Toppo, Khutitoli,
. SBamuel Dungdung, -do-

C. C. MEMBERS -
Northern Synod,
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH A
CHOTANAGPUR AND ASSAM, RANCHI,
/ »a /b Ranchi the Jan,1957,
-g -, & S /

The undermentioned documents are forwarded to
Dr. Hans Iokies, Director,Gossner Mission Society ,
Berlin-Friedenau,Handjerystr-19/20 for information

and necessar action.
LC*:"" 2]

- Secretary, 5
-—@. Documents encloseds G, B.L.Church, Rgnchi,

1) Extrect from the C.C.Executive mimutesd/-5-8Dec,1956.,
Item -9(a)
do do Item 9-(Db).

2) do
3; do do do Item 9-(e¢)
4) do do do Item ©-(1)
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. i
N E. HORO GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH Z -
SECRETARY. COUNCIL OF THE G. E L. CHURCH
RANCHI, BIHAR,

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE G,E,L,CHURCH EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING HEID ON DECEMBER 5-8, 1956,

" ITEM -© (8) - A MISSIONARY TO REPLACE REV,H,F,BORUTTA:

Noted that Missionary Rev.H.F,Borutta is returning
back to Germany early in 1958.A Missionary in his place
is required to take up the work in the Joint Mission
Board of the G,E,L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assam.

RESOLVED that Rev. Heinz Eckart of the Gossner Miss-
ion Society,Berlin,be invited to replace
Migsionary Rev.H,F,Borutta in the Joint
Mission Board's work of the Gossner Evan
gelical lutheran Church in Chotanagpur and
Assam(India) who returns back to Germany
in 1958 for good; and that Missionary Rev.
Heinz Eckart should make it a point to
arrive in India early in 1957.

It is farther resolved to request the Goss-
ner Mission Society,Berlin, to make all
necessary arrangements for the sending out
of Missionary Heinz Eckart in to India "

eolfF Moo

G.E,L.Church in Chotanagpur
and Assam,.




N, E. HORO GOSSMNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
SR ETARY: COUNCIL OF THE G. E L. CHURCH
RANCHI, BIHAR,

AN EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE G,E,L.CHURCH QOUNEIL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 5-8,1956,

" ITEM- © (¢) s NEED OF A GERMAN SWESTER SCHWESTER IN
. THE MISSION HOSPITAL AT AMGAON(ORISSA)

It was pointed out that a German schwester 1is
needed to help the present staff in the Mission hos-

pital at Amgaon(Orissa).

RESOLVED to invite Schwester Ursula von Lingen
of the Gossner Mission Society,Berlin,
to Jjoin the staff of the Mission Hosp-
ital at Amgaon in Orissa.The Gossner
Mission Society be requested to arran-
ge for her sending out to India. "

1%
%/Mf({:’( LQ"?-"”

Secretary,

. o G.E,L.Church in Chotanagpur&Assam,

RANCHI.
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’,,* TEE GOSSNER BVINGELICEmaLUTHhRAN CHURCH IH CHOTANAGPUF & ASSAM  North Zone

"t President Rev.J.k. Kujur W74 26th Uotober, 1957
b _;i VG.E.L. Church Compound, Ranchi gl _

. Ref. No. 134/57

e n‘r L
.. %" . Director Hans Lokies,
" Gossner Mission Society,
Berlin-Friedenau,

;J.Efﬁ ' Hend jerystr. 19/20 .'1.5;?ﬂ¥7
G B RV ANY "l e,

Dear Director Lokies, g LD NG

Your letter dated 3rd Oetober:’ 195W agddressed to the Church Couneil
copy of which was sent to Rev. J. Lakra who transmitted the same to
the North Zone of the G.E,IL. Church. A little reflection upon that
letter constrains the. Rﬁrth‘Zone of the @.EiL. Church to come out
w1th the fallowiq§«§§ﬁ$ement.

&b 1. ne:: of 'th¢ »a.' king features underlyihg that letter makep 1'l'r now
v . ecident  that th "Kuratorium has eompletely ignored the existence of
N T e Nor%ﬁ-.' e of the G.E.L. Church, one of the signatories of the
#ET°°‘25¢ aatgd 17th June 1957. There is no denying the fact that -
the sa n;gﬁament has been entered into between the Chureh Council
and the North Zone of the G.E.L. Church and not between the Church
_Council and Rev. J. Lekre and hi sfriends as the Kuratorium makes it .
i ¢y.ta read. Conversely, the North .Zone of the G.E.L. Chureh, therefore,
ujﬁrf*uitels constrained to take exception to such phrase éd as "Rev. J.
. Dgkra and his friends", thig task cannot be evaded, I ‘should be noted
“that in the North Zone of. $he G.E.L. Chureh not the friends of
Rev. J. Lakra are the n gbers, but even his ‘op g pents and rivals have
joined the North Zone of the G.E.L. Church om ldeological grounds. It
seems that the Kurateeitm has committad “$his error of deseribing North
Zone as "Lakra and hils friends" owing to certain misrepresentations
made before it by members of the other side who are vitally interested
"in doing this. It is high time that the Kuratorium should .correct it-
self speecially when the existence of the North Zone of the G.E.L.Church
0 ‘Has been recognised by . Church Council itself as will be clearly
® ‘evident by the memora%@hgreemenf dated 17th gw 1957.

5. ‘The’ dignity and Mlatus quo.of theNSRMRINORE of ithe G.EiL. Church,
anknowledgeﬂ in the Agreement, sh ‘be maintained and preserved at
all ‘costs and fo all intents. A'delaration to this effect must be a
condition precedent to workins out any negotiation in, correspondences
and discussions for frami or amending the constitution of the GoE.T. |
Church. This is most im ant, v1tai and fundamental.

3. The Agreement is a agst important ‘document in the.amﬂals of the
autonomous Gossner Chérch. This Agreement should form the basis of
all talks. The Gossmer Church teday Consists ofishe Church Counecil
and the North Zone of the G.E. 1. Churciﬂgagxﬁﬂfﬁg to the Agreement, .

who met and decidedis ceasefire. We have double government in the ol
Church today, & e wisdom of the North Zone of the G.E.L. Chureh

hdad e titiod today when we 8ee the developments that hawve

taken place since April Mahasabha 1335. All the Synods are astir. To
igmarégﬁne or the other will he ‘8 blunder of the first magnitude. .

4. There is none in the Church. today competent enough who could dare
convene and.conduct the comstitution making committee. A void has
already been created in the Ghurch and everything is now in suspense.




N
3 ;

; ~In the strictest of the term there are no officers, no Church Couneil,
... mo Mashasabha at present in the Church as.they all are not duly and
; _ legally elected and constituted according to the comstitution of the
“ ¢ ¢ Church. The North Zone of ‘the G.E.L. Church can never recognise and
" ecall Rev, J.J.P. Tiga es the President of the G.E.L. Church in con-
‘dition prevailing in the Church today. Rev, J.J.P., Tiga himself for-
feits the claims of being called the President:of the G.E.L. Church.
A slight digression may be permitted here that Rev. Tiga brought
eriminal case against the leaders of the North Zone of the G.E.L.
Church in the Iew Court of Justice and in his own cross-examination
before the Magistrate while deposing evidence on oath admitted, "I
had nominated several chairmen of Synod. They took part in the elec-
tion. The Head-quarters congregation at Ranchi also engage the status
of Synod for some purpose. It also semds delegates. The members of
the Synod are also elected. I have also nominated some members of
Synod. They also took part in presidentship election." This is very
revealing. It is not out of place to point out that even many persons
in the other side have begun to doubt the validity of election of
Rev. J.J.P. Tiga, Mr. N.E, Horo and other Church officers as President,
Seeretary and the like in view of the above admissions by Rgv. J.J.P.
. Tiga at Simdega. & AT ;

- .'slufqur,letxéf itself shows and acknowledges that there is communal
~ problem in the G.E.L. Church, Ranchi. This cannot be ignored. :

1
i

6.’ Official inefficiency and bungling are rampant. It is very much
regretted that R_v. J.J.P. Tiga has not yet handed over charge of

- accounts and mongy of Lutheran Theological College and Gossner
College Hostel to Rev. J. Lakra, the subsequent Principal of the
Seminary and Superintendent of the Gossner College Hostel. It is"
nothing short of an enigma that the so-called Church Council should
be indifferent and indolent in the matter.

7. We now reserve the discussions of your various points for the

Commission which should commence its work immediately according to

the Agreement., ' _

'8, The North Zone of the G.E.L. Church deeply appreciates the kind
offer of the Kuratorium to meet the expenses of the Gossner Church
in its re-organisational works. ) ;

.\ 9. :Therefore, according to ‘the Agreement Director Lokies must come ]
: and start the Commission's work as soon as possible. Dr. Manikam has
been invited to help us when he returns from America. Y

: 2ol *..",'-.!’ = 3 L
With YISUSAHAY from the North Zone of the
G’.E"Lc ChuI'Ch. : __l‘ ¢

Yours aincerely,
Bews A=K u j ur

iR Nite g

b FPresident, :
g North Zone, G.E.L, ChurcHh.
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Dear brother Lokies,

Ve convey to you,and through you to the entirvre Kuratorium
the he;rty greetings snd best wishes of the whole of the North
Zone, G. E.L.Church,who have sincere love and friendship for the

Christian brothers and sisters in Germany.

The tension. between majority(Munda) group :nd minority
(Uraon) become public for the first time in 1935 snd developed
gradually upto the present time.

£11 tHowgh these years Rewed.J.P.Tigs was looking for
& time,when could epply his long desired =nd determined plan to
win_oxep_yggdﬁﬂj0rity Eroup, &nd thereby to secure the President-
ship of the Gossner Churech, Some how or other he got;the opportunity

to work out sccording to his selfish plan snd achféved to success.

lans =r llowgs—

First:- Mr.Tiga made propaganda sgainst the minority
group particﬁl&rly against Rev.J.Lekrs by spresding many lies

sginst Rev.J,Lakre smong the public and caused ill-will among

certain leaders of the megjority )arty who' joined together ¢ ih




Dr. Han5 hgg;gEig§gg i

discrediting Rev.J.Lskra in everything #nd in aliensating the

Ursons: from the majority group.

Second:~ He belng the Principel of the Theological
College,vhere he hed to prepare future workers of the field, showed
a bad exemple to the students by violating the constitution during

end after the Mehasebhe of 1355,

Third:;~ He with the help of ﬁr.N.E.Horo orgeni sed
the mejority group to bring & no confidence vote against the
Church Coﬁncil which only showed their hypoericy,for =fter uncons-
titutionslly desolving the Church Council in their communal Mehs-
cabhe, they immediatly elected the ssme members for the Church

Council except Fev.J.Lskra.

Pourth:- He &nd Mr.N.E.Horo prepsred the repres-
entatives of the mejority group of the Mehaszbha 1355,end staged
g-atfged & welk-out from the Mashasabha &nd atonce held the commu-
“ mel Mahassbhe of the representatives of the mejority group only,

under the Chsirmanship of Rev.S.Kula,where they re-elected members
s« mentioned sbove of the unconstitutionsl Church Council end the
president, Secretary,cnd the Treasurer of the G.E.L.Church. Thus
Rev.J.J.P.Tiga schieved to success in working out according to

his long desire plan._

This §ar not the Mahaeabha of the G.E.L.Church but
only & Munda ‘abha.PFrc thvy split the Church s&nd orgsnised them-
gelves.?h,gfg?{,nlggtion SBALT CONtIfUes snd they cell ft the
Mahasﬁﬁhe of the G.E.b.€htrch.Thus throw dust into the cyes of the

.pﬁbiic. |

Theve are some more fundameﬁf;l reasons wlso which
I must mnntidn heve rith humiliity =nd ﬁbglogy,e.g.ptrtly the
Kuratorium must share the responsibility for the disturbsnces in

the Gossner “hurch for they were uneble to seleet the vight kind

of miscionaries and sent the wrong type of missioneries who heave
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Dr, Hans ngigggzagg 3.

done mischief in the Gossner Church end caused dlsturbsnces by
encoursging the wrong partfes in the Churech,e.g,.Dr.Volf,Dr. Schutz
and now Eev.Boruttes became the cause of disturbsnces sand trouble

in the Church.

Next:— The outsiders visited the Church in the yesr 1957
nemely Dr.Sovik and Rev.J.D,Asirvadam.1 dare say,thet these Pastors
upqn.mhom we heve great confldence, never tried to know the real
ctete of situstion of the Church end 1ts cause of trouble =nd also
the North Zone.Thus both of them heve published wrong opinions

regerding the North Zone and its lesders,

Besldes asbove, &s soon &s Rev.J.J.P.Tigs became the
president,he tried to rule the Church with iron hand by victimis-
ing the leaders of the minority party,thus trying to crush the
whole Ureon community in the Church,he himself tried to be the
Drincipdl of the Theological Bollege beslides the Presidentship.
Fortunstely the members diffred from him in this matter in 1955 and

mede Fev.J.Lakra Principel.

Hovever,having his selfish plen in the mind Rev.J.J.Ps
Tige never gave cherge of the College to Hev.J.l.akra.The most
serious ceauses being that he could not give the finsncisl account
of the Seminevy for he has no account kept of the Seminatry as 2 fg e

gppesrs.

_ He secuved .13 scholarships for the CLeminsry students
fromuimerica end drew the money himsclf direct.He hes no gccount of
this money also.He secured several esrticles like Type-writer,Dupli-
cator znd Projector for the Seminary snd kept them with himself

for . his own Uses

Mr.Tiga tried to supress end crush Rev.Lskra for ever

snd in order to accomplish this he tried to supress end trample




Dr.Hens Lokles,Page 4.
under feet 2ll the Uraon leaders who have # voice in the Church.

In this way tezking shelter under the majority group
he began to oppress the minority group which ceused the minority
lesders to draw up & scheme snd declare the North Zone of the G.E.L.

Church on the 15th August,1956.

The scheme of the North Zone,l believe,you have gone
through it very carefully which is only en smendment of the constit-
ution for better administration,preserving the existing peace end
fellovwship in the Gossner :nurch in India and abroad.¥e the North Zone
leaders have full confidence that this is the best way thus far for-
mulated which solves the problem in the Church and vould strengthen
us in the fellowship and will quide us to be one in the Church.This
ic the mein object of the leaders of the North Zone and not splitting

or.dividing the Church agall.

o you cen see thef North Zone leaders have no idéa of
eplitting the Gossner Church in any way otherwise they would not have
fremed & scheme of one Church &s they have done.The only point to a

new way of unity #nd pesce in the Church.

But, Fev.Tige made & propagenda through out the Church
end abroadzyhaf Rev.Lekra end the Novth Zone heve split the Goscner

Church which 1s 2 bare lie.

The feact 1Is thet Fev.Tige znd Mr.N.E.Horo with the
help of FRew,:.Kule split the Gossner Church in 1955 in the eommunsal
Mehassbhe and they ere throwing the blame on Rev.J.Lzkra and minority
grpup.The ﬁorth Zone 1s only trying to cure that split which TRev. . J.
P.Tiga,M?.N.P.Horo end Rev.2.Kula Effected_thtoqgh the help of the
majority group in 1955. o

In the course of acts of victimisation of the minority
group Mr.Tige dismissed almost all the Urgon Pastors =2nd brought

seversl felse cases against the leaders of the North Zone beiore the




1ike to tell you the fstt thet Rev,Tige went every mhere with a

‘the ssme but he did not mind it.

Dr. Hsns LokiéﬁzEggg .

Law Court and he refused_to glve evidence for the charges 2nd so
the cases could not stand &t the fanchi Court and st Simdega before
the Magistrete he told 1ies which the whole public heerd =nd they
will be found in the record.

In the concluding paragreph I would like to say
that you hsve veceived £ invitstion from the Secretary,G.T.L,
Chuvrch; Nerth Zone,ve hope that you will very kindly undertake the

troublesome job end establish pesce in the Church.Further I would

view to suppress the North Zone and propaguted against the North
Zoné and its lezders and spoke a2ll the nasty things sgainst. them
and divided the congregstion =nd appointed & newly ordained dup-
iieste Pastors in several smsll congregstions whom he ordained

only after three weeks treining.The North Zone lesders objected to

On the other hznd the North Zone in its psrt is
paving a way to @ bright fﬁture for us snd =11 by showing & wey
of pesce snd unity in the Gogsner Church.You mey reect in diffrent
ways to our ides.Your conceptions &nd ours mey differ on = number
of questions,but we shall meke & sevdous consideration of your
jdeas too;the main thing is thet the sge-long problem of majority
snd minority in the Church must be solved to the satisfactlon Xo
of =11 concerned,otherwise the bitter quarrels will reoccure
sgein and #gain snd vill torture the future generation in the
Goesner Church. g .

Ever in the seérvice of the Lord

J_s\t. Yours Sil"le?T‘cly_

IR Vatu
oy (R .J.p.éizggs

Copy forwesrded to:-

1.Rev.Klimkiet,Germeny.

E.Mr.P.D.PPnna,Secretﬂry,G.L.L.ChurWh,North Zone.
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Gossner-Mission-Society Berlin-Priedenau, 11.7.57
Handjerystr. 19/20
Lo./Jda.

To
Reve Joel L a kr a

GsEeLes Church Compound

Ranehdi (Bihar)
India

Dear Brother Lakra,

By Brother Borutta I have been
informed about the negotiations which you and your
friends have had in the presence of Bishop Manikam
with members of the Church Council, ETou can hardly
imagine how great is our gladness at this good
agreement. I hope that the full session of the
Church Council will confirm the conclusions made
there., But to you 211 I am thankful that you NWe
found a way leading back our loved Gossner-Church
to peace and unity,

Give my kind regards heartily also
to your dear wife. I shall al®o thank Bishop Manikam
for the great service he has done for us. Now the
most important task is to present the Gossner-Church
& new constitution. We all like to help you and co-
operate with you im™his task; but the responsibi-
1ity is with the"Church Council and with you and

. your friends.

How far I shall be able to fulfil
your wish and come to India when the negotiations
will be concluded the Kuratorium has to decide first.

With the heartiest greetings from
the Gossner-House at Berlin, specially also from my
wife

Yours sinwerely,

;

v

ONL




10.7.1957

Rev. Joel L a k r a
G.E.L.Church Compound

Ranchi (Bihar)
India

Lieber Bruder Lakra!

Durch Bruder Borutta bin ich iiber die Verhandlungeh orien-
tiert worden, die Sie und Thre Freunde in Anwesenheit von Bischof
Manikam mit Mitgliedern des Church Councils gehabt haben. Sie
kdnnen sich nicht vorstellen, wie groB unsere Freude ilber dieses
gute agreement ist, Ich hoffe, daB das Plenum des Church Councils
die dort gefaBten Beschliisse bestédtigen wird. Ihnen allen aber
danke ich dafiir, daB Sie einen Weg gefunden haben, der unsere
geliebte Godsner-Kirche zum Frieden und zur Einheit zurilckfiihrt.
y GriiBen Sie auch Thre liebe Frau herzlich von mir. Ich werde
auch Bischof Manikam fiir den groBen Dienst danken, den er uns
erwiesen hat. Die wichtigste Aufgabe ist nun, der Gossner-Kirche
eine neue Verfassung zu schenken. Wir wollen gern alle daran mit-
arbeiten; aber die Verantwortung liegt beim Church Council dnd
bei Ihnen und Ihren Freunden.

In wieweit ich Ihren Wunsch erfiillen und zum AbschluB der
Verhandlungen nach Indien kommen kann, muB8 erst das Kuratorium
entscheiden.

Mit den herzlichsten GriiBen aus dem Gossnerhause in Berlin,
im besonderen auch von meiner Frau,

Ihr
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GOSSNEESGHE MISSIONSGESELISCHAPT _ Berlin-Friedenay, 2nd July,1958
- Berlin-Friedenau - Lo/Me.
Handjerystr. 19/20

;H;WAILJLIE%ﬁi cate

N
'Rgv. Joel Lakra
G.E.L. Chureh
Theological College
Ranochdi/ Bihar -
INDIA

Dear Brother Lakra,

Thank you very much for your letter of 19-5-88. I regret that I
must refrain from dealing with its contents, & I do not wish

to interfere with the immer matters of the Gescaer Church, I hope
sincerely that the day will come when meither you nor we will
have to complain of th&fgpgditions in the Gossner Church,

8. aim at least 0 some degree our Kura-
ant resolutions of which I wish to inform
This meeting was preceded by discussions
Menikam who was our guest for a week
ussed the situation of the Gosshner Church in
& small committee of our Kuratorium, 2, Dr.

In order to approachi
torium has passed imp
you and Brother K
with: 1, Bishop ]
and with whom we
India in detail

Lund «~Qm _and Dr. S o v i k' of Geneva and Bishop
Meyer eck who since Minpeaplis is the President of
“the Comissi orld NMissions of $he Lutheran World Federation.
Bishop Manik id the other brothers too thought that by all
means I sho 'S1t the Coesner Church in Tndia. I do not know
what you # 0f me now; but, the men I mentioned believe that
both the eh:Council and the NWerth Zowe still have confidence

P81 pointed out.
gnell and the NorghiZone had suggested me as chairman of
85ion provided -fo 'ﬂa the Agreement of June 17th, 1957,
“then much has change@ in “he Gossner Church, We hove the
ences have: grown. Por this reason the -
1d not come to India as ghairman of a _
Amply comé 88 a visitor of the old Gossner
che: And this visit is
‘mot to the ome or the

nd so I am.hoN “the North Zome alsos So
nd Ber_, Jur to gsk whether you want me

atorium in its Jast meetingidecided%;hat my wife and I, "
s ther nterppetér, should de
- Genoa end of §°~; ;r*r and. arrive in _rpg#i middle of chgigrfrom
I intend to stay'¥n Indiaifor 3 monthefand during this period to
carny,ouxﬂjgﬁi;0h9m°8%;13 a pasiorstieourse, 2. an evangelisation
fhroughout the parighes, regardless to whether they adnere to. the
Church Council or the North Zoney RO

hat both the representatives of the

. “

5 inﬁreéaion that the differ

commission but should s
Mission to the young'sv
to be one to the whel
other church paptys
I am writing ge"y
to visit yower

o

e World Pederation unanimously were of the opinion that it was not
my duty to discuss matters concerning the church differences either

'”Biéﬁbﬁiﬁanikam ag well as the representatives of the Lutheran




with the Church Council or the North Zone officially. That was to

be done in a commission which was to convene later on together with
the Lutheran World Federation in Ranchi. My sole duty was to visit

the brethren and parishes of both groups, to contact them and above
all to say God's word in the pastors' conference and the church
meetings. We expect of course that pastors of both groups attend

the Pastors' Conference and that the evangelisation covers the whole
of the church area, That means that we ask you and Brother Kujur
whether the North Zone is willing to attend a conference together with
pastors who adhere to the Chureh Council, and in which I intend mainly
to do Bible work. The church quarrel is not to be on the agenda. The
Kuratorium has decided to finance the Pastors'Conference as well as
the evangelisation-touring of the parishes. Therefore, a representa-
tive of/the Chureh Council will have to make preparations for the :
Pastors' Conference and the evangelisation in the parishes. The two men
charged with this task would also have to administer the money we
intend to send you for this purpose. The sum will amount to about
14,000 to 16.000 Rs.

I entreat you to discuss the matter with Brother Kujur and the other
brethren of the North Zone and to answer me very soon what you think
of this plam, If you should agree, please write me 2 letter in which
you invite me, my wife and Brother Borutta %o visit the Gossner Church.

Iam writing to Brother Kujur and the Church Council simultansously
and would be very glad if all of yom found the inner strength to
Lovercome all yow differences and to reach hands to us and promise
us your cooperation in an enfterprise that in the first place has no
other aim than to unite us umder the Word of God.

With cordial greetings also to your wife,

. yours sincerely,

!

Qjﬁﬁfth Zone together with a regzglahtativg
‘of the Church Council/™ | :

e
o mod
S
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= :—iﬁm has Mimportant resolutwns of Whlch I wish to inform you—mi-

l) Bishop Dr. Manikam who was our guest for a week and with whom we dis-

_7§222§§§igﬁég(='- Eemegr—ea | For this reason the brothers thou hﬁi)

Ranchi. My sole duty was to visit the brethren ani parishes of both
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lettar of 19.5.58. I regrgt that Ixeanmx
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Thank you ve\y much for v
mustxre frain from :

ms.h to interfyrewith the inner matters of the Gosgher Chur ch. hope
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.. This meeting was preceded by discussions with:

cussed the situation of the Gossner Church in India in detail in a

small committes of our Kuraerum.
2) Dr. Lundquist and Dr. Sovik of Geneva and Bishop Meyer of Liibeck

who simce Minneapolis is the President of the CWM of the Lutheran

World Federation. Bishop Manikam and the other brothers too thought
xtx that by all means I should visit the Gossner Church in Indiaﬂgi
do not know what you thimk of e now; but the men I mentioned belkeve
that both the CC and the NorthFZone Ravexfaixkxinxme still have éutihx
confidence tewaﬁéb me. They ail pointed out that both the repre$entati—
ves of the CC mand the North ane had suggested me as chairman of the

commission provided for in tde Agreement of 17.6.57. Since the! much

has changed in the Gossn

£, C urch. We have the impression that|the «

I should not come to India &8 chairman of a commission but E;QHIH
gimply ¢ ,gﬁ& as a vieitor of the 61d Gossner Mission to the young auto-
nomous Gossner Church. And this visit is to be one to the whole Gossner
Church, and not to mmexzxxtkexsiker the one or the other church party.
And so I am to visit the North Zone also. So-Jf—am writing-te-you—and
Brother Kujur fo ask whether you want me to visit youcfrkggif

The Kuratorium in—ite.Jdast—meetimg decided that Txmmdxmyxwifexshmuifx
mg.wife and I, accompanied by Brother Borutta as interpreter should de-
part from Genoa end of September and arrive in Ranchi middle of October
I intend to stay in Iia for 3 months and during this period to carry
out two schemes: 1.) a pastors'course 2)an evangelisation throughout

the parishes/regardless to whether they adhere to the CC or the North
Zone.

Bishop Manikam as w 11 as the representatives of the Lutheran World Fe=

deration unanimously were of the opinio hat it was not iy duty to

discuss matters concerning,the church ® r with the

CC or the North Zon at was to be done in a commission which was
to convene later on together with the ILutherarm World Federation in
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te send you for this purpose. The sum will amount fto about 14 ooo ?

16 ooo R=m. %,,Mm fﬂﬂf—%
I entreat you to discuss the matter with B

brethren-of the qujjgﬁi@g}anu&—&&sweq—_mp very . sg&n what you think

e together with the repre-

- - - -

of this plan. If you ghkeuld agree, please me
y.au invite me, Iy wife and Brothen Dnm&tta

Iamwrd b te Lo b Ty Rl
be very glad if all-of you found the inner strength ‘ta overcome @
your differences and to reach hands to us and us your coope;ﬁ*'f—i%
tion in an enterprise that}“ﬁag’hﬁof%fﬁgrp%fﬁehmxxmxxﬂkxnsxmgmthnxx
than to unite us under the Word of God.

With cordial greetings also to’ your wife,
yours sincerely, .
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G‘..E ele cmh
Renchi / Bihar
G.,E.L. Church Compound

Rev. Joel TAKRA I,/J‘Q\%

Dear Brother Lakra,

just after posting my letter of b. V. to you I received the records
of the North Zone Synod from Brother Kujur, T am going to read
everything thoroughly, then give an account to our Kuratorium. But
this very day I will write to you quite personally as follows :

In no Church of the world the question of a new constitution can
bemade the cause of a struggle and split of the church.

You know that I agree to the old constitution by no means either,
and the Kuratorium, too (especially Brother Stosch) wants the
Gossner-Church in India to have a different constitution; that we
all are agreed on. But it is absolutely impossible to bring a new
constitution of the church succesfully about in simultaneously
splitting and destroying the whole church,

In any other church of the world the proceeding is a different one,
if a constitution must be altered. A committee is to be instituted
with representatives of different, even opposing conceptions belon-
ging to it. They work together under God's word and with prayers,

M sessions be necessary. The work of finding a new consti-
tution for the e h can last years, but never can a church be
suffered to get into struggle and tensions through it. This would
be a sin against the Holy Spirit that, as you know, gathers the
Christians and does not seatter them.

So I would like %o ask you, for Christ!s sake, to abolish the

whole struggle in the Church, and t0 sit dewn together with your
opponents at one tabley in order not to bring shame upon His name

before Hindus, Moslems, Romens and Anglicans.
sad for what is happening in the Gossner Church

o

Brother Tiga. Here in Cermany you are a well-known
onality. And Brother Tigas, too, is well-known in

JE%?P"“F”?ﬁ’jm:iahea that have prayed and sacrificed for the Cossner

hurch for a hundred years. Nobody who got to know you here can un-
derstand that both of you brought such a distress, inwardly and
outwardly, upon the Gossner Church; so with all my heart I pray
you : Overvome your inner resistance and be ready to negociate once
again with President Tiga and the Church Council, Invite Bishop
Dr. M a n i X a m to Ranchi as the representative of the Federation
and returng to peace and unity in the ch be the great

Imtheran meetings in America.

At least I wish to tell you that we here in Germany have got %o
love you when you were our guests and have loved you sinee, and we
rely on you doing everything that can help the Gossner Church in

Chotanagpur and Assam and that you will leave ev hing that can
hurt it, Please don't think little of this our eonfidence in you,
but lis#ﬂﬁﬁzg‘gﬁe advice of your German breghira and follow m,
With hesi%? greetings, for your dear;gﬂﬂ?ﬂ%go
Yours
9
the, ey, ﬂam Z’

K :/;/&mmnka ( D.Hans Tokies )




) //S.Juni 1957 Lo/Su.
Rev.Joel L a kr a
:g‘ GcE.L. Churchh

Ranchdi / Bihar
G,E,L, Chureh Compound

Lieber Bruder Lakra,

eben als ich meinen Brief vom hg?an Sie abgeschickt hatte, erhielt ich
von Bruder Kujur die Unterlagen der North Zone Synod. Ich werde alles
grindlich durchlesen und dariiber unserem Kuratorium Bericht erstatten.
Aher schon heute mdchte ich lhnen ganz persdnlich folgendes schreiben:
In keiner Kirche der Welt kann die Frage einer neuen Konstitution zum

Anlaf fiir einen Streit und eine Spaltung der Kirche gemacht werden.

. Sie wissen, daB auch ich mit der alten Konstitution keineswegs zufrieden
bin, und auch unser Kuratorium (im besonderen Bruder Stosch) wiinscht der
selbstédndigen GoBnerkirche in Indien eige andere Verfassung; dariiber
sind wir alle einig, Nur ist es vollig unmdglich, eine neue Verfassung
der Kirche in der Weise durchzusetzen, daB dadurch die ganze Kirche

gespalten und zerstort wird.

In jeder anderen Kirche der Welt geht man anders vor, wenn es sich um
die Anderung der Konstitution handelt. Man setzt eine Kommission ein,

zu der die Vertreter der verschiedensten, ja entgegengesetzten Auffassun-~
gen gehdren., Man arbeitet miteinander unter Gottes Wort und mit Gebet.
Das kann viele Sitzungen erfordern. Diese Arbeit, fiir die Kirche eine
neue Verfassung zu schaffen, kann jahrelang dauern, aber niemals darf
dariiber eine Kirche in Streit und Zwietracht gestiirzt werden, Das ist

. eine Siinde wider den Heiligen Geist, der - wie Sie wissen - die Christen

sammelt und nicht zerstreut./Wenan-dasn.sogar.die -eine -Partei.die. g
erhebt, wie die North-Zonen Partei es tut, daB der Kirche eine anzielle

Hilfe, die sie dringend notwendigm::::;EElﬂgggpnrrt’GI;&, dann muB sich
der Antragsteller darauf geafalt n y daB auflenstehende Stellen, wie
ZeBe der Luthorischg‘ﬂgl¥bﬁﬁazﬂhie Hilfe iiberhaupt versagen; denn wem
soll degﬂggldffﬁF!;ine Kirche anvertraut werden, wenn die Kirche selber
Lleh mchte Sie ddum um Christi willen bittem, den ganzen Streit in der
Kirche abzublasen und sich mit IThren Gegnern an einen Tisch zu setzen, um

nicht Seinem Namen vor Hindus und Mohammedanern, Rémern und Anglikanern

Schande zu machen.

Wir sind unsagbar traurig iiber das, was jetzt durch Sie und Bruder Tiga
in der GoBnerkirche geschieht., Sie sind hier in Deutschland eine bekannte
und beliebte Persdnlichkeit, und auch Bruder Tiga ist in den deutschen

b.w.
e e e e L g s s
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Gemeinden, die fiir die GoBnerkirche seit 100 Jahren beten und opfern,
bekannt. Niemand, der Sie hier kennengelernt hat, kann begreifen, daB Sie
beide die ganze GoBnerkirche in eine solche innere und HuBere Not gebracht
haben, und darum bitte ich Sie von ganzem Herzen: iiberwinden Sie alle
persdnlichen inneren Hemmungen und seien Sie bereit, nochmals mit Président
Tiga und dem Churech Counecil zu verhandeln. Rufen Sie Bischof Dr, MANIKAM
als Vertreter der Federation nach Ranchi und kehren Sie noch vor den groBen
lutherischen Tagungen in Amerika zum Frieden und zur Einheit der Kirche
zuriick,

Zum SehluB mochte ich Ihnen noch schreiben, daB wir Sie hier in Deutschland
nachdem wir Sie‘'als unseren Gast in unserer Mitte gehabt haben, nach wir
vor liebhaben und es lhnen zutrauen, daB Sie alles tun werden, was der
Gofnerkirche in Chotanagpur und Assam helfen kann und von allem lassen
werden, was ihr schadet. Bitte, achten Sie dieses Vertrauen, das wir zu
Ihnen haben, nicht gering, sondern héren Sie auf die Stimmen Ihrer Briider
in Deutschland.

Mit den herzlichsten Griissen, auchg an Ihre liebe Frau

Thr
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Dear Brother Leokra:

Just after posting my letter ofe....... t0 Jou I received

the records of the North Zone Symod frogy Brother Kujur. I am
going to read everything thoroughly, then give an account to

our Kuratorium., But this very d2y I will write to you qwite
personally as follows: ;

In no churech of the world the nuestion of s new constitution can
be made the cause of a struggle and split of the chuwrch,

You know that I agree to the old constituion by no means either,
and the Kuratorium, tdo, (especially Brother Stosdl )wants the
Gossnerk Church in India to haw a different constitution;

#hat we all are agreed on, But it is absolutely imposesible to
bring a n®ew constitution of the chureh successfully about in
simultaneously splitting amd destroying the whole church,

In any other church of the world the proceeding is a different
one, if a constitution must be altered. A committee is to be
with instituted wkiek representstives of differen%, evem opposing
conceptions belonging toé, They work together under God's word s
L L vith prayers, lany/sittings may be necessary. The work of finding
Lﬁz a new constitution"for the church can last ye%E;, bpi never can
e churci be suffered to get into struggle and through
it, This would be a sin against the Holy Spirit that, as you know,
gathers the Christians and does not scatter them, the
one/party/ ( as the North Zone Party does)® wants t}fe church to be
sed financial aid /wheich it badly peeds, thys party must
be/prepared that places Atanding outside/ as e.g. /the Lutheran
*ld Fgderatdon refus¢ any help at all, Por/Mohey can not be
sted to¥church if this very church does not even know whzkx
ere there is the leaflership of the dhurdh.

o I would like to, ask you, for Christ's sake, to abolish the
whole struggle in church and to sit down together with your
opponents at one table, in order not to bring shame apon His
Neme before Hingus, lMoslems, Romans sand Anglicans,

We are unspeakebly sed for what is heppening in the Gossner

. Chureh through you and Brother Tiga.lere in Germany you are a
well-known and popular personalityg#md Brother Tiga, too, iF
well-known in the Germam parishes that have prayed and sacrificed
for the Gpssner Church for & hindred years. Nobody who got
to know you here can understamnd that both of you brought such a
distress, inwardly and outwardly, upon the Gossmer Churehp; so0
with all my heart I pray you : Overcome your inner resistance
and be ready to negociate once again with Presidemt Tiga eamd
the Church Council.Invite Bishop Dr. Manikam to Reanchi as the re-
presentative pf the Federation and returm to peace amd unity
in the church befoee the great lutheran meetings in America,

At leag I wish to tell you that we here in Germany have got to
Io;e you ;hen you were our guest and have lgved you since,
and we rely on you doing everything that c¢an help the Gossner
{g%nzg!qin Chotanagngg_gng_ggggg and thatg you will leave every-
d6ﬂ424 v ing that ceb hurt it, Please|resEeetfthis our confidence in
you Je—PewpiTpendert, but listen to the of ysur German
-M’L/(:_ 7 Brothers and fateikx follow themy g% 49

—

With hearty greeting, for your dear wife, Leenswesmoengay

LIVIE OVL
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‘Dear Brother Lakra !

~

X
As we have heard by brothey BORUTTS you have brought together after
the Mahasabha of the Gossner Church an own special assembly at Ranchi.
I am sorry to say that I am not informed about the resolutions made
there. But I have heard by brother Borutta that splitting is going on
in the Church. He writes to me that this whole struggle in the Gossner
Church has attreacted much attention as well with the Hindus as with
the Christians. The Roman-Catholic and the Anglican Church begin to
meddle in this‘tentions and finally he told me that Julius TIGA has
started a fasting to lead back the Gossner Church to peace and unity,

For us in the Kuratorium there is not at stake the guestion: who is
guilty of this split and who not. We only take aim at that the autono-
mous Gossner Church built up within 100 years by God's mercy should
not be destroyed inside from itself.

Therefore we have the opinion that you and brother Tiga should meet

‘once more to negotiate with one another. It would be desirable, if as

sson as possible you and your friends meet once more with brother Tiga

‘and the Church Council for a "roundetable" conference in which nobody
" 8its below and nobody above but in which everybedy is a sinner before
" the Lord and must get forgiven his fault by the Lord. It is important

that such a last attempt will be made still before the conference of
the Commission of World Missions and of the Assembly in America. The
Gossner Church needs urgently the help of the Lutheran World Federation.
Shall it not abtiiﬁ?iﬁistolp because the Church is split ? All group -
interests and persomal wishes must be put aside here, all must look at
the one Jesus Christ who has died for the sins as well of the Northern
Zene as for the sins of the whole Gossner-Chureh and also for our own
sinsy,In his Name I beseech you and your friemds to seek once more the
speaking with brother TIGA and the Church Coumeil. Of course I have the
opinion, that now this discuseion must net take place among you all alone.
Youy must ask for the adviee and the help of the Lutheran Federation of
Chupches in India .. and that together with brother Tiga., I am convinced,
that Bishop DreManikam still before his travel to America will be ready
to come to Ranchi. Please put aside all scruples speaking against that,
show the Lutheran World Federationywhose member is the Gossmer Church,
that you are ready to hear its advice. ,

I have asked our brother BORUTTA to negotiate with brother Tiga and you
in this way and would be very thankful to you if you wemld hear hinm,

As for the constitution of the Church, so, I thinky we ace all of the
same opiniom, that is to say the old constitatiom is not sufficient and
must be altered, But that must a0t at any case be the reason for a miit-
ting in the Church. In every church in the world a new constitution, if
necessary, is worked out by a team,; whese members can have the most dif-
ferent and contradictory conceptions. Such a work lasts years and must
finally be discussed by and passed through the Church Couwnei) and ‘he
Mahasabha. That ist the normal way.

The Kuratorium of the Gossner-Mission is very well ready, to help in
working out a new constitution, Besides the Lutheran World Federation
has edited terms of reference just for the young autonomous churches
which can be put as a foundation for a church-constitution. If neces-

E.tlo.
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Goésncrschc Missionsgesellschaf?
5 Berlin-Friedenaa
Handjerystrafe 19/20
il Juni 1957
. - Lo/Su.
. Reverend Joel Lakr a
G.E,L, Church

Ranechdi/ Bihar

G.EsL, Churech Compound - India

Lieber Sruder Lakra,

wie wir durch Bruder Borutta erfahren habon( hahen Sie nach der Mahasabha
der GoBnerkirdhe eine eigene besondere ﬁnhnskﬁﬁafiﬁﬂRanchi durchgefiihrt,
Leider bin ich iiber die dort gefaBten Beschliisse nicht orientiert.

lch habe aber durch Bruder Borutta erfahren; dad der Spalt in der Kirche

weitergeht, Er schreibt mir, daB dieser ganze Streit in der GoBnerkirche
. sowohl bei den Hindus wie bei den Christen grofies Aufsehen erregt. Die
romische und die anglikanische Kirche fangen an, sich in diesen Streit ein=
zunischoniund zuletzt teilte er mir mit, daB Julius Tiga in ein Fasten ein~
getreten ist, um die Gofnerkirche zum Frieden und zur Einheit zuriickzu -
fihren, Igoh kann-Julius Tiga gut verstehen und bitte Siey ihn von mirzu
~griifen.
Fiir uns hier im Kuratorium geht es garnicht um die Frage, wer an diesem
Streit schuldig oder unschuldig ist, Uns kommt es einzig und allein darguf
an, dafl die in 100 Jahren durch Gottes Barmherzigkeit aufgebaute selbstidndige
Gofnerkirche nicht von innen her zerstért wird, Darum sind wir der Meinung,
daf Sie und Bruder Tiga nocheinmal zusammenkommen miissen, um miteinander
;gmgtist.-hoidtmlidh‘r‘i&tbg zu verhandeln., Es wire wiinschenswert, wenn
. Sie und TIhre Freunde a-ioh ‘sobald wie méglich nocheinmal mit Bruder Tiga

und dem Church Council zu eimer "round table-" Konferenz zusammenkommeéen

wollten, wo keiner unten und keiner oben sitzt, sondern wo alle vor Gott
Siinder sind uhd sich von Gott ihre Schuld vergeben lassen miissen., Es wire
gut, wenn ein solcher letzter Versucqiéffifht wﬁrdflnpoch vqugor Konferenz
der Commmission of World Missions und der Assembly in Amerika{ Die GoBner=
kirche braucht die Hilfe des Lutherischen Weltbundes dringend ndtig. Soll
sie diese Hilfe nicht erhalten, weil die Kirche gespalten ist ? Hier idissen
alle Partei-Interessen und alle persdnlichen Wiinsche zuriickgestellt werden,

hier miissen alle nur auf dén einen Christus blicien, dexsowohl fiir die
Siidden der Nordzone wie fiir die Siinden de ollnerkirche und auch unsere

Siidden hier gestorben ist. In seinem Namen beschwire ich Sie und Ihre
Freunde, nochmals das Gesprich mit Br.Tiga und dem Church Council zu suchen.
Icn‘bip allerdings der Meinung, daR dieses Gesprich jetzt nicht mehr unter
Ihnen allein stattfinden darf. Sie miissen den Rat und die Hilfe der
Lutheran Federation of Churches in India erbitten - und zwar gemeinsam mit

bewWs




BroTiga. Ich bin iiberzeugt, daB Bischof Dr.Manikam noch vor seiner
Reise nach Amerika bereit ist, nach Ranchi zu kommen, Bitte, stellen

Sie alle Bedenken zurick, die dagegen sprechen kinnten, zeigen Sie dem
Lutherischen Weltbund, derMiliedkirche die GofBnerkirche ist, daB Sie bereit
sind, auf seinen "at zu hiren.

Ich habe unseren Bruder Borutta gebetn, in diesem Sinne auf Br.Tiga

und auf Sie einzuwirken und wire Ihnen sehr dankbar, wenn Sie auf ihn
horen wollten.

Das Pfingstfest steht vor der Tiir, Moge Gottes Geist Sie und Ihre Freunde
lenken und leiten, damit das Gebet unseres Herrn Christus in Erfiillung
gehe: " auf daB sie alle eins seien, " '

Es griiBt Sie in briiderlicher:Liebe : .

Ihr




Navhtrag zu den Briefen an President Tiga und Joel Lakra

Was die Konstitution der Kirche betrifft, so sind wir, glaube ich,

alle derselben Meinung: daB ndmlich die alte Kastitution nicht geniigt,
sondern geéndert werden muB, Das darf aber niemals der AnlaB zu einem
Spalt in der Kirche sein, In allen Kirchen der Welt wird eine neue
Konstitution, wo sie notwendig wird, in einem team sorgfiéltig erarbeitet,
dessen Glieder die verschiedensten, ja einander entgegengesetzten Auf=-
fassungen haben ktnnen, Solch' eine Arbeit dauert Jahre und muB zuletzt
im Church Couneil und in der Mahasabha verhandelt und verabschiedet wer-
den. Das ist der normale Weg, der manchmal einen Zeitraum von mehreren
Jahren in Anspruch nigmt.

Das Kuratorium der Gossner-Mission ist gern bereit, an einer neuen Ver-
fassung mitzuarbeiten. AuBerdem hat der Lutherische Weltbund Richtlinien,
gerade auch fiir die jungen, selbstiéndigen Kirchen herausgegeben, die
einer Kirchnnvcrralsun; zugrujdegelegt werden konnen,

b,Juni 1957
Lo/Su,.

Gossnersche Missionsgesellschaft
Berlin-Friedenau
Handjergstrafe 19/20




Dear brother Lakra !

As we have heard by brother Borutta you have brought together after the
Mahasabha of the Gossner Church an own special assembly at Ranchi.Il am
sorry to say that I am not informed about the resolutions made there.

But I have heard by brother Borutta that

11tt1ng is going on in the
S‘ . ¥es

A

church.He writes to me that this whole in the Gossner Church
ch \ :

(ES‘?ETT‘iith The Hindus as with the Christians{has attracte&*“%tentlon.r
The Roman—Catholic and the Anglican Church begin to Teddle in thiz con=

Yzﬂfbnﬁmqn and finally he told me that Julius Tiga has started a fasting

to lead back the Gossner Church to peace and unity.

For us in the Kuratorlum there is not at steke the question :who is guilty

of this oeL%ani&on-and who not.We only teke aim at that the Gesemex Ghumeh
wishin 300 yeare by Ged's mewey builds wp autonomous Gossner Church y
built up within 100 years by God's mercy should not be destroye 2 om its
w ae-]i@ar’ef;re we have the opinion that you and brother Tiga should
meet once more to negotiate with one another.It would be desirable,if yeu
as soon as possible you and your friends meet once more with brother Tiga
and the Church Council for a "round-table" conference imwkiek in which
nobody sits below and nobody above but in whggg?gg géginner before the
Lord and mustJRéwe forgiven his fault befere him by the Lord.It is impor=
tant that such a last attempt will be made still before the conference
of the Commission of World Missions and of the Assembly in America.The
Gossner Church needs $he help urgently the help of the Lutheran World
Federation.Shall it not obtain this help because the @hurch is split?
All group-interests and personal wishes must be put aside here,all must
look at the one Jesus Christ who has died for the sins as well of the
Northern Zone sefex as for the sins of the whole Gossner Church and also
for our own sind.In his Name I beseech you and your friends to seek once
more the speaking with brothger Tiga and the Church Council.Of course I
have the opinion, tha $ is aaﬂEEEEZZiZEpﬁﬁéﬁaa not take pliace among you all
alone.You must ask for the advice and the help of the Lutheran Federation
of Churches in India - and that together with brother Tiga.I am convinced,
that Bishop Dr. Manikam still before his travel to America will be ready
to come to Ranchi.Please put aside all scruples speaking against that,
show the Lutheran World Federation w,!ggsgember ef whieh is the Cossner
Church, that you are ready to hear itﬁnfdvic?. ‘}ﬂ44¢

I have asked our brother Borutta,to oﬂe % brother Tiga and you in

3 this way and would be very thankful to you,if yofr would hear him.

Pentecost is before the door.May the Spirit of the Lord direct and lead

you and your friends,so that the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ may be full=

A ,(filled:"that they may all be one".

In fraternal love Yours




As for the constitution of the Church,so ,I think,we are all of the same
opinion,that is to say the old constitution is not sufficient,gag must be
altered.But that must not at any case be the reason for a splitting in the
Church.In every church in the world a new constitution,if necessary,ﬁLis
worked out by a team,whose members can have the most different and contra=
dictory conceptions.Such a work lasts years and must finally be discussed by
and passed through the Church Council and the Mahasabha.That is the normal
way.whﬁqg,«gg25EggmBtiEEE,a—duggiiggaﬂi_SBxggal_xgarer‘

The Kuratorium of the Gossner-Mission is very well ready,to help in working
out a new constitution.Besides the Lutheran World Federation has edited
terms of reference just for the young autonomous churches which can be put

as a foundation for a church-constitution. ?f naeveAd 4 CIAN K e -
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| The Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Chotanagpur & Assam

(ESTD 1845 ~AUTONOMOUS 1919)
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NORTH ZONE

(Estd 15th August 1956y

—Rev. J. A. Kujur :
G E, L. Church Compound, Ranchi

Vice-President—Rev. J. Toppo .
G. E, L Church, Kanke, Ranchi,

Je Secretaries—My¢. P. D Panna,
23, Bandi Road, East, Jamshedpur.
Mr M. Khess ;
G. E. L Church, Hospital Compound, Ranchi.

Mr. Y. S. Y. Topono
G E L. Church, Hospiral Compound, Ranchi

President

Treasurer—

Ref No._ V14 /57
Dr. Hens Lokies,Director,
Cossner lission Society,
Hend jevry iStrasce,
Friedenau 13/£0

berlin,Germany.

Desv Dr.Lokies,
esired

I el €
FEesolutions gsed by the
TﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂfTﬂ'fﬂ%f; sittings

metion #nd neéeesssry =ction.

President

Encl®es Extrscts from the rovokbbﬁﬁﬂs
- of the lNorth
4): 9th fEpril 4137
£ 'Bezolution of the U= }_-.. =bhzs
2) G.LE.Ls Chiteeh ve 7 LER subs

zone og_.#he CoE. L. hhurm,ml d on

ﬁgegu 3en
LT (S ‘_LK_NI 1”«_2_
p{}ﬂ- ":Fﬂot__ﬁmﬁt: ............... ;J
LAL BUNGALOW
G E L Church Compound, Ranchi
(Bihar)
Date.. 2215 Do 195
. -‘I.
/
!
;\

to enclose hevrewith gXtracts of the
ilshasabha of the lorth 7one orf 152 -

on 3th and 2th #pril jia? for your 1nf5r-
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. ¥

(J.4.Kujur)
sdlorth Zone,C.E.L.Churech.
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EXTRACT FROM THE FESOLUTIONG PAESED IN THE MAHASABHA OF THESMORTH.ZONE

OF THE GiF.Tiot CHURCH IN THEIR SITIINGE ON 8th & 9th APRIL 1987

AT RANCHI,

RECOLUTION NO.XIV ¢ DIRECTOR LOKIES' LETILK 10 BEV. J.LAKRA DATED 14th
MARCH 1957, WHICH VRS READ BEFORE' THE MAHASADREE.
(s) Grateful thenks be recorded to Dirvector Lokies =and: the Gossner
Wima10n “aciety for their kind letter q: ted 14th March 1957 eddressed
to Rev.J.Lekra,

(b) Tt is noted thet the Gossner Mission soeiety is Interested 1in
the heslthy growth of the autonomous spivit in the G. E. L. Church.
(¢) Further,the Mahesabha brings to the notice of the Cossner

ission fociety that the LVF subsidy mononolised by one section of the

Church #s =t present seriously orejudices the pesceful csettlement of

the differences of the Church =nd so it is resolved that the Gossner

vission Society mey use its good office to move the LVF to stop the

17T -ubsidy to the Gossnes Church until csettlement 1s resched,

J

cd/=J.Toappo cd/-2.DePsnn=,
President, ceeretary,
North_ “one,G.L.L.Church. Novth Zone,C.E.L.Church.

deuG E
C
(8)3 5@

---------------




EXTRACT PROE THE RESOLUTIONS PASSED IN THE MAHASABEA OF TEY NORTE
ZONE OF THE G,E.L. CHURCH IN THEIK SITTINGS ON 8th & 9th APRIL 1987
AT RANCHI. T R Y

I. This Mehasebha of the North Zone of the 0.%.L. Chureh held on
the 8th and 9th April 1957 considered the status end jurisdiction and
the lefel and constitutional propriety of the so-called sahasabha, held
on £5th to 23th Warch 1957 under the presidentship of Rev,J.J.D.Tiggs,
as well es the status of the Ghurch Counecil which cslled the zald so-
called Mehsssbha and declarcs thu bo th meonstit.utional,irregular snd
ultravires and their 'ﬂmlnuon's' snd actions ineffective and inoperative
and condemns thew as they lack in Christien spirit,love and eo-operve-
tion. '

II. This llhnbha of the North Zome of the G.E.L. Church regrets
that the ao-uud Mahssebha mentioned above did not consider the
detells of the Mawaun Reforms lltaw introduced smd implemen~
ted by & large uett.ol of the G.Z.L. Chureh.

III. A1l the @utions passed and actlonl taken by the so-cslled
Mazhsssbha are mut authority and Jhrlsdiction. %e teke no mnote of
them md .lﬁrc them com-‘letalx as wlthout vight,power =znd suthority,
Iv. This Meh: sabha further re-iterates its faith upon the solemn
Decleration dated t.hl 1_5%1351.\3&15!; 1956 end the constitution and working
of the North Zome of the G.:.L. Church.

V. This Mahasebhs of ours prays to Bod to grant them good sense

to realise their mistakes.

Vi. We in this Mshasebha advise them to constitute themsclves into
South “one without eny further delay inpm o estzblish peace and
harmony in the O.E.L. Churech, &=

VII,  This Mabasebha of mq_#nﬁ’?one of the G.8.L. Chureh ve-ite-
rates the Doelifation of t.ho uih August 1956 and as the fouth Zone,
envisaged in the Zonal bch-e,has, not been hpl,uentu it resolves
thet the President of the North Zome of the G.E.L, Church be empowered

- 4

to t.eke sueh neces.sml& and .uu?ent actions as the Pl‘in!;.tg oL the.

_qu_LII.I. *C%. Therefore in respect of the AsbRRP eabodied in the annexure
T ol Rev, J JoP.Tigga's Hemo No.603/57 dated £9th March 1957 ( & copy of
43 NO“ Jyhich was placed before this hhaubha) after cereful consideration

L
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Page Two,
end due deliberation of the same,it is solemnly declared that--eeeeea-
(a) Those who have accepted the Zomal Scheme to promote
better administration of the G, .L. Church bringing in Reforms in the
Constitution continue to be the members of the G, ¥,L. Church under
Articles II and III of the Constitution of the G.E.L. Church resd with
Pave Six d’!‘thvzonni ‘geheme (New Zcheme).
(b) Rev,Joel Lekrs,lev.John Toppo,fev,C,Bimal Minj, Kev.Johen
k. Kulr,ﬁﬂ;m&ﬂa Ehslkho, Kev, imus Bara end Hev, tharan Purty did
o not wiolate the Constitution of the G.5.L. Chuvch.
_ 4 ‘(e) The Pastors sbove-nsmed have in no way eliensted them-
m: from the Gossner Evangelieal Luthevan Church in Chotansgpur snd
- Aasam.
(d) The fotroduction of the zonsl scheme in the Church is

for the promotion of peace and unity in the G..&In Chureh nnd for 1tz
-..-‘ !
upbuilding. e

i

(e) The zonal lh 1¢ neither communsl nor tridbal but it

aims at harmony among nﬂus communities in the 0,%,L. Churel SRd At
safeguard of the diff rent interests in the cm:-ch. ____'4-;._::;5- '

' (t) _'  ._ enal schetu 1: meant deflnitaly to purge the
Gossner Church of sclfishaess in t.hg &roups sn& m ﬂae indtviduels in
& the Chureh by promoting m.‘n interests.

IX.

st = - ;:‘61’ the
lanchi. quﬂﬂﬂ'! éonérastmm He 15 algo in cuarud" the Jumselpur
parish under the tinghbhum fyned. He also enjoys thqﬁresmentmp of
the North Zone of the E.E-En ‘Chureh, t‘”"‘l 3

(2) Rev. Johnubppo is the vastor of 'Ranke and Chadrman of
the Rsnehi Tlsks and President of the Northirn gynod. a.a.n enjoys

the Vice-!’rea:ldent:hip of the North Zone of the @, E.I..- mu-ch.

(8) Rev.Joel Lakra 18 8 Puft.or of the G.&,L. Church and

Prinoi.pal of t.hc Lutho%w Colleg\, Hunoh.t, anﬂ {E_upgrmzmdent
;rtwomm ca ge Hostel, kanchi,

‘,:;-/-;_' B % C‘) gﬂp c.B:llwl Minj is the Palﬁﬂ' Pf Otmla and Chalrman of

Ilaka end President of the lutom imod.

/ 5) Rev, Zakaris xhalkho- is tha Pu}fh}ief fourkela and Fvan-

g, A




i = Wy

thie G, 1. ’,),*,_;,gf,,,, ;_1;‘1:- , t,‘ggs on Oth snd Gth Asril 1067,

Peage Three,

Evangelistic Missionary of the Orisss Synod and cuperintendent of
Church Echools in Orisss,beadquarter being at Hajgengpur, and Presidont

of the Orisse &ynod.

(€) Rev.imus Esra is the Pastor of Kinkel and Chalrmsn
of the Kinkel Ilska and President of the Kinkel tynod.

(7) Rev.charan Purty is the Pastor and Chafvmen of the
Jaratoly Parish under the Northern fynod. He 1s slso in eharge of the
Lall FParlsh uader the derthern Synod.

Ihe seven Pastors named sbove are full-fledged ¥inis-
ters of the C.E.L. Church,and ss such,they posgsess the fall rights
end privileges of the diaisters of the G.IL.L. Church.

X, Glwilavly,if sny dirvect or indirect sction is taken against
any of the exizting Mdinisters in the North Zone of the C.F%.L. Chureh
by Rev,J.J.P.Tigga and hls so-called Church Counell, sach orderz are
heveby declared imoperative znd not binding upon any of the members
of the Rorth Ioane of the C,HE.L. Chureh.

. Thereforg—mmm—-

(38) Rev.Christ Bilokan Ekka 15 the Paster of Rajgengpur
and Chaivman of the &ananapur lllti,urisru. He 1s al=0o in cherge of
the Ninmdih Xxxlzi Kission field,Orisss.

(2) Hq!gﬁ’?lstnehit Hinj is tﬁo Paptor of HRatobirtkers
end Chsivesn of thgf%arakudar Ileka, Orissa,

(10) :uf‘ﬁaslhdaa Lakra is the Pastor of fimdega =nd

Chairman of
fynod. dq
{31) Rev. lisbil angaunx 1s the Pastor of Komjobe arish

titoly Ilsks and Preésident of the Fhuntitoly

lo Bhacharge of the Tnklrna Eynod.

unior thl Klnkel .ynod, He 1s also in eharge of the Xoronjo Eynod.
(1£) ReveEldszar Kivo 48 tha Pestor ot Kochedega Paedsh
under the Klnkel fynod. :
(13) aev.xqp.nuél EuJur 1s the Pastor of Kondr: snd Chaivr-
. mgn of the KOQQ@} ;ieka under the éﬁgtern fynod,
(14) flev, Laurentius Lakra s the Pastor of Ichkels Parigh

4nd Chaitmsn of the Iehkels Ilske under the Madbya Pradesh iynod.

Lottt f- (1%) Hev. Immenuel Bera 1s the lastor of Lohards g2 and

Chuiru&n of the Lohardage Lleka, LHe 18 alw In charge of the Kur:

“arish under the Northern Synod.




Pege 'I‘ht;ee.
ivengelistic Missionary of the Orisss Gynod and Guperintendent of
Chuvrch Schools in Ori.sn,headquartcr being st Hajgengpur,and Drendt nt
of the Origsae Synod. |
{(€) Rev.lmus Bara is the Pastor of Kinkel snd Chalrman
of the Kinkel Ilska snd President of the Kinkel Synmod,
+ (%) Rev.sharan Purty is the Pastor and Chalrmen of the
Jarat.oly Piﬂﬂl under the Northern &ynod. He 1s slso 1o ehargse of the
Lall Parish aader the dorthern Synod.

The seven Putorn named above are fnll-ned;ed ¥inls=-

ters of the G.E.L. Choureh,and 2s such,they possess the fall rights
and privileges of the M;_'tsu of the G.L.L, Church.
Y. | @dsilerly,if edy dlvect or indirect action is taken sgninst
sny of the existing Ministers in the North Zone ot th. G.E.L. Chureh
by Rev.J.J.P.Tiges and his w-calle&smﬂ“lkme&l,uuch orders are
hereby declared Lnoperauve eud not tinding upon sny of the members
of the Korth Zoue or the Qq!&ma “Churct.

M‘
Therc{ovgm—wm=——

i (3} 'Rev.(:hriat Bilokan Ekka is the Pastor of Rajgengpur
and chumn ot’ ﬁo fe jgangpur Ilnkl,t}rlssu. He is algo in cherge of

the Nimdin Ruxbsh Kission tiald,t&ru%

(2) HRev,Christochit Masy 313 t.he pagtor of Hatoblrkers
end Cheivmsn of the Jarnk-wd' |

(10) Rev.basipdes Lakvs is the ?utor of simdega end
Chalrman of the Khunt ',‘_';1: Llsks lﬂﬁ Pupms of the Fhuntitoly
cyrod, He 1s also chatge of ﬁt takama synod.

(31) st.hsbil W& is the Pastor of Fomjobe Parish
upder the Kinkel M He Lt also in charge of the Koronjo gynod.

o faE) m.&uur xiro is Lhe Pastor of Kochedegs Purish
under the ﬂﬂ‘.el Wd. o Ty '

(a.&) M.Imanuel Eujur lx the Pastor of Kondrs end Chalr-

a&a }1,&% undet;g t.ha ;m%:;t ro _

d.
_Q ‘_,&k S

y -'-..;'g-u.‘




, from the Resolutions ruase in the Makesehhe 6f the North

sl CRUTCh AN ThelT sitlings on oth snd ¥th Jjoril

Page Four.,

(16) '+ Rev.Puran Pressd Toppo is the pPaster of Burds Parish

under theé Masnbhum Cynod.

(47) Rev.latras Bage is the Pastor of Chélnpur snd Chair-
gan of the Chainpur Ilska under the w:terﬂ md. He is also in
cherge of the J:.shpur—l hudis Kission field,

(18) Rev, uadrak z:klu .la m Pntor ot‘ a.l;uon ?aunh under
the Vegtern Iynod. _

(3) Rev.Premoday Kujur is the Pastor of DUAAE Pavish ubtds
the vestern fymod.

(20) Bw.?aul tinifred Laukra .lh- the Pastor of Ssrhapsni
and Chli.m of the fathapeni llaks snd President of the Madhys
Prndc:h fypod. He 4s also in e.harge of Udaipur in Kadhkya Pradesh.

i - (21) Rev.Xanaidh Kindo' ts the Pastor of hanikhatanga Parish

;ndar ‘the Horthern fymod.

(22) aev.maur Ekke 1s the Pastor of Chatti Parish under
Lo 2 Rev. ¥+ John mp.ao wwmur ot ‘Akwar Pavish

-'-'mer the Horvrthern Synod,

the sor t.hmm

(24) HRev,Dhoramds ' gg& 1ls ilhe rastor of Mandar Perish

uader the Horthera Synode® 7
(28) hev._ﬁi‘mdas loppo is the ust._;,:qﬂs:tér of the Rsnchi
Hendquarters Cnn‘iesation. if,}ﬂr
errte—, ol :p,_,1.‘.1-'-‘:‘_{::ﬁjmﬁu : .
TR, E“‘F"‘oﬁ/-J.Togpo. ;'-‘F-’-‘"" §d/=P, D.Penna,
7 e Of = -2
()= President, Cecretary,
PMCﬂbrth g0, B Lo Ch:.rcq%‘ North Zone,C.E.L. Church.
4 -4=-87. 3-4-57
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e Wk ~ﬁa\_ﬁ;.noro left for Germsmy =nd the removal by hook or by erock of

\ ........ . o m grder to keep the cligue intsct mo substitute for lr,N.[I.Horo

L{' - . PRI, -
"{ L \ mge iend

: gl
Dr. Arne bﬂkg“n‘mt Pirector, ! if.‘f:lgt.....,_. ]

e AR PR AT T T TR el e o et

Department of VWorld Missionms,Luthersn world Federation.
The humble Represemtation of the North Zone of the
G.E L. Church,Chotenagpur end Assam,
Most respectfully sheweth :-
4. That wnder the leadership of Messrs J.J.P.Tigga end N.L.Horo in
1955 the majority community staged & walk-out, removed the President
of the Church and flouted the Comstitution end by unfair means handed
over the relgn of the administration of the Church to the present
officers of the Church. Mr.J.J.P. Tigga belongs to the minority,but he
hes played the part of the Quistling having gone over to the majority
for the sake of votes and power znd now he is leading it along with
Mr.N, E, Horo,
2. The walk-out,referred to sbove, split the Church mercilessly into
two m groups, the msjority and minority roughly the Munda and the
Ureom, | |
3. .'ml division was mever cured. E‘vmtho Mahasebha of October 19T5
stood ﬁﬂ;tt the division and the votes were cast according to that
comm;n-nl division. IThus the present adwinistration was born in defor-
mity. |
4. Even at the imgeption,the administration started out on the vink
diective campaign, On the very first day of election,Ranchi Mandli Panch
was flouted, The officers usgtfod the Mensging Committees of the two
high schools, Individualg of the minority were slighted and abused.
Later onyall sppointments wheee Tiggea and Horo are eomecerned,were given
only to the csndidates of the majority community.
5. The Tigga-Horoe cliquq_noﬁed secretly but most dangerously,ecven
the members of the so-cani;d Church Couneil could not perceive/ it,
Almost devastating poldey vas followed which erypticelly took zecount
of the lesdership of the minority, They determined to destroy the
minority leadership eantirely so that they could rule ﬁnh;indered.

*4@:“ but sure list of the n.],m;.l.tx leaders. n& \;.u.'ayued befor
¢

5 Trom their posts,was determined.

rh%o'éecreuw was appointed during My, Horo's absence in Germany. Mr. T4
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Mr.Tigga was President, Secretary,Hezd-Supervisor of tSchools end at t.hl:
also Treasurer =s if there was no fit personj in the whole of the Gos-

sner Church, This stupid thing haes alreddy happened in this Church bed

fore &s & result of moral fall of the Chureh,

8. Mr,.Tigge though alone,during Mr.Horo's absence, steadlly followed

the unwise policy as previously chalked out threwing dust inte the eyes
of other leaders., The first vietim was Mr.N.Toppo,the Asstt. kMensger

of the Board of Management. A proposal to sack him was brought before
the meeting but Mr.P,D.EKandulna threatened to resign Af Mr,Toppo was
removed, Due to this threat Mr.Toppo was ulléued to continue in his
service even today when the whole blood'y list of Mr,Tigge amnd Horo
cligue has been cruelly and mercilesszly almost worked out and the im-
portant leeders have beem finished. 4t the woment the resolution to

digpense with Mr,.Toppe's scrvice hus already been passed but not yet
communicated.
9. Falling with Mr.JToppo,attack was made om Rev, 7, <halkho, the Synod
President of oru-; Rev.Khalkho was degraded from his Symod President-
ship M‘m-.napended from sindsterial work., In order to give the
sppearance of falrness Rev,tharan Purty of majority group a ﬁiend and
supporter of Hev.Z.Khalkho also was suspended. The clique will certa:ln.{
offer a csuse for thesé evil decds but Pilate also gave a cause for
his bloody actions ﬂ to be sure Nero must hnvghl a"6ood Cause"
for crucifying Peter and Paul, - il
10. The above act of ucﬁlﬂ.ntioaﬂie aa rude shock to the leaders
of the minority and caused a oown among them, They woke wp to
the veslity of the ntp'tion end reallsed that the "Doomsday" of every
minority leader was goming. They saw that o regular perseeution within
the Church had begun.
i1. The mimority leaders assembled and resolved to organise the
defence. tﬂue was drawn up and discussed plecemeal and before the
turn of'lext vicm came, scheme was adopted and a strong defence was
set Up against the persecutinn and oppression of the powers that be,
‘this was named "NORTH ZONE® of upﬁ'. E.L. Chureh,

'- ’A allun declarstion 1! the ﬂmrch was made of the defence or-

FTHEG. |

TN At~y
VANGEH]

 \ TR B ot geni su b n(North Zome) and along with it civil disobedience wes decla-

NGE+: rqd umat the yuunt. officers, Church Couneil snd the Mahasabha on
~ the 15th of jugust 1956 and virtually declered them illegal and unlaw-

-

t"_\
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unlawful,

1g. On the other hand Tigga and his advisors virtually recognising
the defence orgenlsation of the mlnority party mow celled NORTH ZONE
OF THE G.E.L, CHURCH %ightemed up _tha:lr own party organisation which
has the foellowing origin and development :-

() In April 1955 Mr.Tigge and his party had a walk-out from the
lahasabha and having gone out,they held & meeting of thelr own under
the chalrmenship of Hev,S.Kula. This was joined by other Munda delegas
tes and thus it became 2 conferemnce of the whole of the majority party

and as 1t was movre than the quorum,the party cluimed and even AP pro-
priated the status of the mahasebha of the G.i.L.Church =nd elected
Rev.J.J.P.Tigge,Nr.N. E. Horo and Mr,dukut Hore the present officers as
President, Secretary and Tressurer respectively,

(b) The sbove conference and its actions including the election
was later declared by the Federation Commission to be illegel end fresh
election at a specisl Mshassbhs was decided, decordingly, the extra-ordi
nary Mahassbha was held in October 1855 on the 19th. On 18th October

1955 at midnight 78(seventy eight) delegates belonging to the majority
pary were secretly ovganised pledging themselves to confirm the illegal
election of the illegal majority conference of April 1955 which had wx
been clalmed to be the Mehasabha of the G.E.L. Church. Thus the speeial
Mebhasabha of October 1955 omly confirmed the illiegal election of fpril
1955,by foul play amd still stuck to the claim that the majority group
conference was the Uahasabha of the G.P.L.Chureh. this ides still per~
sists in the majopity group. Iven without the other coumunity, the Munda
group with exeeptional Ureon and Kharia elements apyropriate the rights
and privileges of the whole G.i.L.Church even today.

(¢) When the minority perty set up the defemce organisation and
declared civil discobedience, the majority a.'l;o th\bd its organiss-
tion of April 1955,with the extra privilege of calli.n;f*;\_l_itselt the G.E.L
Church, the Mahasabha snd the Church Council of the G\.LL. Church due to
cheqkl_aasabha of October 19:5,whereas actually they .a'r;“_c"only mejority

. party-a “Vitteveassme cliction of October 1955 as des-

ribed above by foul play.

#_7"18, . In ovder to give a semblance of strenghhening themselves the
NORTH 26~ :
" majority party claiming to be the Church Counell took the followlng

unlawful, harmful and most objectionable publie actions -

i' ; A




'é;d%?.) They declared the lawfully constituted Ranchi regular com-
mittee null and void because the members of the North Zone are in majo-
rity at Hanchi,and agalmst the constitution by iundﬂh nomination, got
up a body which they ealled Ranchi Church Committee and set it up
ageinst the regular c.illttee,thus causing two Churech ggrficen on Sun-
day s. ﬁoth committees ifo active, The regular committee 1s constituted
by .teh £ﬁ1t sending its representatives. But Mr.Tigga with the help of
Hev. &.Kule formed the bogus committee by random nomination.

(b) Arbitrarily they dissolved the Synod Couneil and the Ilska

) committees of the Northernf Synod,for,here alsc the North Zone members

are in vast majority amd by vendom nomination sgainst the comstitution
got wp a !oshl=qnlml Gﬁuncil and bogus Ilska committees for the lorthe:
§ynod smd sre exercising mock sdministration over the Northern &ynod.
At Lbhl!il'-.thqr got up a bogus Church committee again by rendom nomi-
Ilnﬂinn against the constitution,and started a friction with the regular
Church committee.

(e) s&imilar arqutrary force was used to dissolve the Symod
Council and Ilska committees of the Westera Symod,where slso the North
Zone members are in vast majority amd by the same "Nomination at Randod

‘ method the majority party got up & bogus fynod Council and bogus Ilaka
committecs which are tgyqu“io'create factions in the vestern Symod
with the help of few mtled families and very few Munda snd Kha-

@ ria families, '

(d) élso “ﬁﬁ.toly Synod the Mumdas snd the Kharias have
been soparatg@;iid 8 sepavate orgnnisnzion has been set up,as agalnst
the llllﬂiﬂr; Yhereever there are ome or two Munda or Kharia families,

i _thqf'lhro been separatedy or;aniaad s against great mumbers of the

‘ mm Zone memberS.

(e) 1In the Kinkel Symod,the few kbarla congregations have been
separated and were orgamised intc a mock Kinkel Synod ignoring the exis

.. _,. bence of the trut bulk of cungregatlom eonsisting of North Zone mem-

,H_'ﬁ'  iAhqrs &hﬂ constitute the regulng Kinkel Synod and Ilaka,
ikat --------------------------- (17 Iltnltl of earnest entréaty noi 1o touch the Theologiecel

th- North Zome,from the College and the nﬂﬂt@l.&t@pyed their stipends
and tried to rulm their whole career.

(g) Yhepn tke Nortk Zome of the (.E. 0. Tharch came to the rescus
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Ref No. 92/57.
Dr. Fridtjov Birkell,Director,
Department of Vorld Missions,LVF,
Geneva.
Dear Dr.birkell,

Dr.Sovik was on the Gdssner field for nearly ten dsys and it is sure
that a report of the visit must have been submitted to you by this time. Ve
were &t 2 loss to know the exact aim =nd object of Dr. Sovik!'s visit. Durin-
his stay here he was under the shedov of one group which naturslly and carg—
fully guarded Dr. Sovik from free conteet with the leaders of the North
Zone of the G.E.L.Church. Rev.J.J.P.Tigga prepared the itinerary of Dr. Sovi~
himself ignoring the North Zone area and accompenied Dr. Sovik sll the tinek

and so the influence of one group was too much on Dr. Sovik. The North Zone

of the G.FE.L. Church also wekmammd offered welcome to Dr. Sovik every where.

On the last day of the programme &t Kanchi the Council of the North
Zone of the G.E.L. Church met and submitted to Dr. Sovik three documents, ie
1. The problem in the Gossner Church.
B;IIhO iiiorandum to Dr, Arne Sovik.
QF The Zonal Scheme.
rhuﬁ three papers clearly .set forth the present situat:lon of the
Go ssner Cgﬂrch. Please find enclosed A& copy of e=ch of the documents.
Now, Fev.J.J.P.Tigga .nd?l? N.T.Horo definitely reject any help

,Mffrbn pqﬁsiqk inecluding F.E.L. C.{I) and L.V.F. in settlement of the dispute

ﬁc&~§b1ng\ﬁn in the Church. On the other hand, their high-handedness,oppre-
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groups are simply unable toc come together. The Tigga party has‘goﬁe:toqﬁ;y
far in 1ts high-handedneas,officialdom and persecution as mé?“bexsecn in
the memorandum.

The Tigga party 1= sending 1ts agents to the North 7one ares of the
G, E.L. Church snd are trying to split the Church every where csusing fac-
tions end unrest,snd all the asgents are supported by the subsidy of the
L.W.F. In fect these agents who zre Pastors should have been supported by
the congregations where they work,for tne Church is sutonomous. But as

congregetions belong to North Zone the asgents are not supported by congre

gations. So they must be kept up by the L.W.F. subsidy which is zn abuse

of the subsidy. In fact,the Pestor-agents are trying to win aswsy the Norh
h
Zone members by openly preaching that those leaving congregetions of the

North Zone area need aot give any offering to the Church for they are sup
ported by the L.% F. subsidy. In this way,the Tigga group is breaking the
sutonomy of the Church through the help of the subsidy.

it the end of the ten days visit when Dr. Sovik met the Church
Council of the North Zome of the G.iL.L. Church at Hanchi he expressed his
final verdict and szld,"Fault lies on both sides". If so,we expect from
the L.V.F. egual treatimeat 1o both parties. Thus far the L.V.F. hzs given
weight to the Tigga-Horo group by giving the subsidy to them only =and
they are being strengthened to persecute and oppress the minority leaders
and to continue their high-handedamsx actions.

But ellew us to state that the North Zone of the G.i.L. Church is
well-establiched 1n ten Synoda,soieﬂ;ﬁolly and some in part, Peace c=n be
established only by adopting the Zonal scheme with necessary amendments,
if any, But any suppression of the North Zone of the (G.E.L. Churech will
perpetuste the bitterness In the Church.

The subsidy to one group means »idening the gap.‘lt smounis to
helping one party in & clvll war. It is like giving foreign =2id to =
high-h#nded snd cppressive nation., The continusnce of the L¥F subsidy to

one party will ralse serious problems on the fileld,the evil effectcoy
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groups ave simply unable to come together. The Tigga perty has gone toof :
far in its high-~-handedness,officlialdom and persecution ss nay‘geﬁseen in
the memorandum.

The Tigga party 1s sending 1ts agents to the North Zone aresz of the
G.E.L. Church and are trying to split the Church every where czusing fac-
tions end unrest,snd all the asgents are supported by the subsidy of the
L.¥.F. In fect these agents who zre Pastors should have been supported by
the congregations where they work,for the Church is autonomous. But as

congregetions belong to North Zone the agents are not supported by congre

gations. So they must be kept up by yhe L.W.F, subsidy which is an abuse

of the subsidy. In fact,the Pestor-agents are trying to win away the Norh
Zone members by openly preaching that those leaving congreg=tions of theh
North Zone area nead not give any offering to the Church for they are sup
ported by the L.%W.F. subsidy. In this wey,the Tiggs group is breaking the
sutonomy of the Church through the hely of the subsidy.

it the end of the ten days visit when Dr. Sovik met the Church
Council of the North Zome of the G.i.L. Church at Ranchi he expressed his
final verdict and sald,"Fault lies on both sides™. If so,we expect from
the L;w.r. ecual treatimeat Lo both parties. Thus fer the L.V,F. hes given
ieight to the Tdgga-Horo group by giving the subsidy to them oﬁly and
they are being strengthened %o persecute and'oppress the minority leaders
and to continue their high-hasndedamsx aétlons. :

Fut sllow us to state that the Horth Zone of_the{G.E.L. Church is
well-cstabldshed in ten Syneds, some wholly &nd.dbiezin part. Peace c-n be
éltabiiéhed only by asdopting the Zonal scheme with necessary emendments,
if =ny, But any suppression of the North Zone of the G.E.L. Church will
perpetuste the bitterncss in the Church,

The subsidy to one group means widening the gep. It smounts to
helping one party in @ civil war. It is like giving foreign =1d to =
high-hended end cpprescsive nalion. The continusnce of the LVF subsidy to

one party will rafse secrious problems on the field,the evil effects of
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which can not be estimated zt this stage.
Under the circumstances we pray that :-
1. The Zonzl Scheme for the G.E.L.Churcﬁ may be sym-
pithetically considered. |
£, Ls rirst step towards peace in the Church the LVWF
subsidy mey be stopped for the pericd while dls—

pute is in the Chureh.

¥ith kind regords.

Yours sincerely,

@ S~

( 3. &. Eajur ),
President,
North 7one,G.%.L. Church,

1. Dr.Predric 4.8chiots,President, ELC,Minnespolis,¥innesot-, U, o, A,
2. Dr.Rev.uens Lokies,Director,Gossner Mission saciety,Berlin,

3. br. Carl L. Lund-Cuist, Pxecutive Secretary,l" T, Caneva.

4, Rt. Rev. risnop Manikowm,President,PFLC(I),

5. Rev,%. Raman,Vice-President,FELC(I).

6. ®r. Henry Mavtin, Plnancial Fecretery,LWF(I),

7. Rev.C.Devasanayam,President, 27LC.

8. Rev. J.D.Asirvedenm,Lutheren Church, Tambavem, 8, I,

3. Dr. A.N.Gopal,Prianedpal,Theological College, Rajahmundry, s, 1.
10. Mr. Ananthem, Nayadupetta, o, I,

——

Memo Nc:-_-'_z'z?u__/57 Dated rrnchi,the 2D “ n.? 1957

Copy to Dirvector Hans Lokles,Director,Cossner Mission Society,

Berlin, Germsny, for informstion.

S
.

P ":‘: _".—“.-\\“.".\f
{ﬁf& - Iq~gi:£i? | k«é“/
™~ A S ol )
L ‘ ' 2y 8 :
O i, {3.VA, Kujur ),
3\\ .............. : President,
N _ North Zone,C.E.L.Church,
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Das Prdiem in der GoBnerkirche

" Die GoBnerkirche besteht aus Neubekehrten, die von ungefiéhr zehn
verschiedenen Religionsgemeinschaften kommen. Der Hauptzuwechs kam
von den Mu?das und Ordas, 16.000 Gl&dubige, auch noch von der Kharia-
Gemeinschaft (von Mundas 110.000, von den Ordas 70.000). Mit den
Bengalen, den Hos, den Santalen und anderen, die die kleineren Ge-

. meinschaften bilden, stellen sie insgesamt etwa 200.000 lutherisch
getaufte Christen dar. . : :

8t natiirlich, daB soziale Unterschiede im kirchlichen:Leben in
Erscheinung treten, was Anpassung und christliche Geduld verlangt.
1s unsere Vorfahren klein an Zahl waren, paBten sie sich an, so gut
konnten. Der verehrte Dr. Nottrott war als groBer Munda-Patriot
- sbekannt, so wie es der verehrte Rev. Hahn fiir das OrQagebiet war.
~ Probleme, die in jenen alten Tagen existierten, wurdén durch fried-
liches Verfahren beigelegt. Als die Zahl wuchs, wurden die zu ldsen-
den Probleme schwieriger. Nachdem die Missionare 195 das Gebiet ver-
lieflen, sanken jedoch die sozialen und andere Probleme durch den
Existenzkampf der Kirche, den sie auf Tod und Leben fiihrte, in den
Hintergrund. Als dann die Kirche nach der Freiheitserkldrung 1919
anfing, sich wieder einzurichten, begannen auch soziale, Skondmische
und andere natiirliche Problem, manchmal in hé&Blicher Form hervor-
zutreten. Das erste ernsthafte’soziale Problem in der Kirche, in
welches deutsche Missionare auch verwickelt waren, ereignete sich
1935. Es handelte sich um den Munda-Orch-Gegensatz, und man klgte
die Missionare an, fiir die Mundas Partel 2zu nehmen. Président John
Topono wurde angeklagt, Parteiginger der Oraos zu sein. Die Minderheit
legte der Mahasabha eine Erklérung des Dissensus vor, als die Munda-
mehrheit Rev. Topono des Prisidiums enthob. Die Mahasabha wurde ge-
spalten, und die protestierende Minderheit erklérte das Ende des :
blirgerlichen Gehorsams. Eine Polge war, daB einige Missionare das eg
Gebiet zu verlassen hatten. Prédsident Topono wurde pensioniert und -
die Herren P. Hurat und T. Lakra wurden je nach Klakutta und Guntur =
liberwiesen. An der GoBnerschule wurden Orao-Lehrer durch Mmnda-Lehrer
ersetzt. Aber diese Absetzungen losten nicht das Problem, das unter
der Oberfliche brodelte. Und so wurde Rev. Liec. ® J. Stosch von dexr :
Mahasabha berufen und 1938 auf 5 Jahre als Président gewdhlt. Rev.Stosch
: als Lehrer von fast allen 10 Kirchenfiihrern, wurde von allen gut -
. empfangen. Zu dieser Zeit waren erneut® einige Missionare in Partei-
politik verwoben. Bei Ausbruch des 2. Weltkriegs 1939 hatten die
deutschen Mi Zgﬁﬂ§re wieder das Land zu verlassen, was in gewisser
Weise die Lag I die Bitterkeit kI&»be~ zwischen den Parteien
schwichte. 1941 entschlosses sich die Mahasabha, Rev. J. Lakra wvon
Stidindien zuriickzurufen, nachdem die Minderheit zur Ernennung des
Munda J. Barla als Prisident der GoBner-Oberschule zugestimmt hatte.
P.hHurat hatte schon Kalkutta verlassen, um eigenen Wegen nachzu-
genen. i

1942 wurde Rev. J. Lkara einstimmig zu Burju zum Prisidenten erwihlt.
3 Jahre lang war der Parteigeist nicht sichthar. 1945 versammelte e
sich die Ev.-Iuth. GoBnerkirche zu Burju zur Mahasabha. Es erhob sich
erneut das GemeinscahftsbewuBtsein zwischen den Gruppen der Oraos umi
der Mundas. Diesmal ging der Streit um Geld, das Rev. J.J.P. Tiga '
ein Orao, behauptete,, an Rev.J.L. Jojowar, dem kirchlichea Geschifts-

fiihrer, einem Munda, gezahlt zu haben. Rev. Tiga brachte eine angeb- ¥
lich von Rev. Jojowar unterzeichnete Rechnung bei, welcher die Rechnung
leugnete. Rev. Jojwar erkliérte, daf die Rechnung von Rev. Tiga ge- . . .
fdlscht sei. Der Fall ging 1945 ite die Mahasabha in Burja. Alle
Delegierten, einer nach dem andern, priiften die von Tiga beigebrachte

Rechn die auf dem Tisch ausgestellt war. SchlieBli fEéllt
Mahasggﬁé eine Entscheidung, di%.weitlich von der %rﬁ%ﬁgg ge% ﬁeg%gung




 eelbst ausging. DemgemdB wurde Tiga bestraft, desgleichen Jojowar,

was von den Orao-Delegierten abgelehnt wurde. Aufier zweien von

ihnen und dem Présidenten reichten sie eine Erklérung ihres Dissensus
ein und zogen sich von der Mahasabha gzuriick. Diese Erklirung be-
lastet die Mehrheit (Mundas), indem das Wort "Dabaw" (Gewalt) ge-
braucht wurde. Hiermit wurde auf das ungliickliche Ereignis von 1935
Bezug genommen, welches als gleiches beschrieben Wurde (s. S. 33 der
Mahasabha minutes 1945).

Auf diese Weise entstand 1945 eine Spaltung unter der Mahasabha
auf der Basis der gruppengemeinschaftlichen Unterschledg. Und die
Lage wurde sehr ernst, da die Oraos unter Leitung von Tiga eine

Al eigene Synode formten, welche sich Jubilee-Synod der GELC. nannte.

Grofe Fuhrer wie Dr. I. Cannaday und Rev. J. Stosch beschiéftigten
Ssich mit der Lage, der sogenannte Jilo-Jojo-Fazll kam jedoch bis zum
Gerichtshof. Das Gericht in 1. Instanz entschied gegen Rev. Jojowar,
der die Entsfheidung zblehnte und in Ranchi einen Widerruf einlegte,
aber vor Wisleraufnahme seines Falls bei Gericht gleich nach dem
Widerruf starb. Der Gruppengemeinschaftsgeist ging unter der Decke
weiter, Dr. J. Roy Strock wurde 1946 bei seinem Eintreffen vom G&-
meinschaftsproblem informiert, das ihn auf die Jubilee-Synod hinwies,
die bereits bekannte Tatsache war. Br studierte alle Mahasabha-minutes,
um die gegenwértigen Probleme der Kirche zu finden. Um der Situation
gerecht zu werden, bildete Dr. Strock 15 Synodenkreise:

1. Assam 2. Bengal 3. Hazaribagh 4. Manbhum 5. Singhbhum
6. Orissa 7.CEntral Province (Jashpur Upar and Mich Ghat)
8. Khuntitoly 9. Kinkel 10. Koronje 11. Western Synod 12. Takarma
15. Govindpur 14. Burju 15. Northern Synod, f
welche vollsténdige lokale Autonomie besitzen. Jede Synode hat ihren
Prédsidenten, Glieder der Kirchenleitung, Ministerium und Aam Sabhe (2)
und jedefﬂﬁii_”ihié'eigenan Kirchenleitung. Die Grenzen der Bynoden
folgen mehr oder weniger den Geminschaftsgrenzen. Dabei sind natiirlich
unvermeidliche Ausnahmen eingeschlossen.

Das synodale System verlegte den Gemeinschaftskampf auf die Wahl der
Mitglieder der Kirchenleitung. Frither wurden Jene bei der Mahasabha
gewshlt, und die stédrkste Gemeinschaft trug alle Wahlen, sogar der
Minderheiten davon. Diese Situation gab den Minderheiten beinshe
Jedes Jahr, an jeder Wahl, die stattfand, groB8en Kummer. Nunmehr,
muf die Kirchenleitung gemidB dem Synodal-System durch jede Synode
gewdhlt werden, welche, obgleich geographisch, doch gleichzeitig

den Gemeinschaftslinien nachgeht. Auf diese Weise 15ste das Synodal-

system gliicklich das Geméinschaftsproblem bei der Wahl der Mitglieder
der Kirchenleitung.

Die Erfinder des synodalen Systems konnten nicht vorhersehen, daB
auch die Wahl der Amter in der Mahasabha die Gemeinschaftsschwierig-
keit einschloB. Dieses Problem wurde éeutlich 1953 fiihlbar, als die
ersien Wahlen fiir die Amter sich unger dem synodalen System ereigneten.
Hier zeigte sich die aggressive Haltung der Mehrheitsgemeinschaft mit
deutlicher Klarheit. Der verborgen igtrom der gemeinschaftlichen
Gezeiten trat an die Oberfliche. Z® Jdahre 1953 und 54 vergingen ohne
irgendein Ereignis, hauptsichlich verursacht durch den Besuch von
Dir. Lokies, obgleich sich am Horizont Wolken zusammenballten. Die
geheime Bewegung 1954, die Dir. Lokies in einer besonderen Mahasabeah,
auf Veranlassung der interessierten Partei berufen, fiir sich zu ge-
winnen suchte, wurde durch Dir. Lokies im Keime ersticky.

Das Jahr 1955 ga brachte der Wiederbelebung des Parteiwesens neue
Mﬁglichkeiz%n% ie regulédre Mahasabha wurde im April 1955 berufen
n
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Zwei Glieder der Kirchenleitung der Mehrheitsgemeinschaft traten

aus der Kirchenleitung aus. JPia Mahasabha war die Scene bittersten
GemeinschaftsbewuBtseins, vor allem, als 61 Delegierte, fast aus-
schlieBliceH Mundas, sich zu einer geheimen Liga verbanden, um einen
iewissen Entschluf zu erzwingen némlich, die Kirchenleitung aufzuldsen.
uf Ablehnung des Présidiums, um mém nédmlich die Haltung auf recht-
lichem Boden zu rechtfertigen, inszenierten die 61 Delegierten dem
fatalen Auszug, dem Tiga sich auch anschloB. Damit war die Mahasabha
ein drittes Mal innerhaldb von 20 Jahren auf demselben alten Gemein-
schaftsgrund gespalten, indem diesmal die Mehrheitspartei aus der

Mahasabha austrat. Nach diesem Austritt hielten die lMunda-Delegierten

ihre getrennten Treffen ab und gaben sich die Gesetze der Mahasabha,

wihlten Kirchenémter, obgleich die Oraos fehlten, da die Munda-Dele-

gierten selbst eine Wihlergemeinschaft bilden konnten. Die Mehrheits-
gruppe organisierte sich selbsténdig von Rev.S. Kula. Diese Organisa-
tion ist noch inGeltung, und hier liegt die Wurzel allen Ubels heute

in der Kirche.

-

Durch Vermittlung der F.E.L.C.(I) wurde am 19. Oktober 1955 eine
besondere Mahasabha fiir neue Wahlen berufen, die organisierte Mehr-
heitsgruppe blieb jedoch intakt, indem sie jeden Delegierten am 18.
um Mitternacht aufforderte, das Festhalten an der illegalen Wahl vom
April 1955 Zu geloben. 78 Geltbnisse wurden versichert, aufler einem,
der ©e8 ablehnte, und das schmutzige Spiel der Lehrheltspartel bekannt-

ichte. Auf diese Weise war die Wahl von Oktober 1955 verdorben durch

'aeuiarteigeiat der Mehrheit, und das Gift der schmutzigen Handlung
rinnt durch jede Ader der gegenwiirtigen Mahasabha und der Amter. Die

Minderheit betrachtet die Wahl vom Oktober 1955 als pervers, verschulde
durch schwarzes Spiel des Parteigeistes der Mehrheit.

Die obige Geschichte beweist klar die Existenz zweier Dinge in der
Kirche, die feste Tatsachenﬁind. Expgtens
1. Es existiert in der Kirche durch das Munda-Element eine Gemeinschaft
mehrheit. Diese Mehrheit beherrscht die Kirchliche Verwaltung,; die
zivilen Rechte der Minderheit sind unterdriickt. Alle gemeinsamen

Handlungen und Wahlen sind der Entscheidung dieser Gemeinschaftsmehr-
heit unterworfen. In anderen Worten: eine Gemeinschaft, die liunda-
gemeinschaft, soll das Schicksal der ganzen Kirche entscheiden und
alle Interessen der Kirche miissen, zu Recht oder zu Unrecht, allein
durch diese Gemeinschaft gepflegt werden. Alle Minderheiten, kleine
oder groBle, bleiben mit ihren Interessen in der Kirche besténdig auf
die Gnade der Munda-Gemeinschaft angewiesen. Um des Anstandes und der
Gerechtigkelt willen wollter nicht allein die Minderheiten, sondern
genauso die lMehrheitsgemeinschaft nicht erlauben, daB sich solch ‘eine
Situation in der Kirche fortsetze. Die Demokratie schlégt eine Partei-
regierung vor, was in der Kirche nicht Gebrauch Eeln sollte, wir haben
jedoch sogar Gemeinschaftsregierung, ws fiir die “irche entschieden
schlecht ist. Nach auBen gesehen mag es den Anschein von Demokraie
haben, aber es ist anti-demokratisch, da es gruppengemeinschaftlich’

st. .
2. In der Kirche existiert ein Gruppengemeinschafts-BewuBtsein. Diese
Tatsache zu leugnen, bedeutet, die Existenz von Gemeinschaften in der
Kirche zu leugnen. Widhrend jeder Krise in der Kirche 1935, 1945, 1955
ist die @emelnachaftslelden chaft heftig erweckt worden, wie in der
obigen Geschichte zu sehen ist. Auth Abstimmungen haben sich gruppen-
gemeinschaftlich vollzogen. Ohne Zweifel, man hat auch andere als
Mundas in der vergangenen Zeit gewihlt, aber immer nach Laune und :
gutem Willen der Mundas. Immer s wenn einer nicht gern gesehen war,
Vorschrift oder Konstitution hin her, Mehrheitsabstimmungen be-
nutzt worden, um den Betreffenden so oder so zu entfernen. Wiéhrend der
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letzten 20 Jahre hat sich alle 10 Jdahre der Kopf der Hydrm erhoben.
Kleine JMinderheiten = ind keine zumchnungsfihigen Kérperschaften,

gie sind nicht der lkilhe wert. Die Oraos bilden jedoch einen geniigend
starken Organismus, wap mi% ihnen allein die Reibungen hervorrief.
Diese Schwierigkeit wird mit Sicherheit mit jeder neuen Gemeinschaft
hervortreten, die in die Lage der Konkurrenz kommt. Die obigen zwel
Brobleme sind in der GoBnerkirche nackte Wahrheiten und harte Tat-
sachen. Jeder fiir diese Kirche Gutgesinnte kann sie nicht leugnen.
Sie stellen jeglichem zukiinfligen Fortschritt derGoBnerkirche ihre
Forderung. Sie miissen bei jeder Neubildung der Grundordnung der
GoBnerkirche in Rechnung gestellt werden. Wenn didse zwei Probleme
nicht befriedigend geltst sind, werden in der Kirche sténdig Bitterkeit,
Reibungen und Streitigkeiten herrschen.

4
4 o gl
f

Das zonale System ist ein ehrlicher Versuch, die beiden Probleme 2zu
ldsen.

Sd/ -J. Toppo,
(Rev. John Toppo),
President, North Zone, G.E.L. Church.

. 23=-3-57.

Sd/ L PID. PEIma,
Secretary, North Zone, G.E.L. Church.

Sd/-Y.8.Y. Topono,
Treasurer, North Zone, G.E.L. Church.
25=2=57.

Eingegangen:
4. Juni 1957




The Gossner Church consists of converts coming from sbout 10 diffe-

rent communities,but large accessions came from the Munds snd the Oraon
communi ties,slso the Kharis community has contributed about 16,000
converts. There are about 110,000 liunda and over 70,000 Oraons. The
Rengelees, the Hos,the Senthals and others form the smaller communities,
thus totalling over 200,000 baptised Lutheran Christians,

It is natural that social differences make their sppesrance in the
Church life which needs adjustment with Coristian forbeesrance end pati-
ence, When our forefathers were few in number, they adjusted themselves
as best they could. Venerable Dr.Notrott wes looked upon as & great Mm
Munds patroniser and so Venerable Rev.Hdahn was for the Orson area. Prob
lems then were in those old days and they were settled by negotiations
peacefully. 2s the members grew,problems beceme more intricate =znd more
difficult to be deelt with. After the Missiomaries left the field in
1915, there was the lif@ end death struggle of:tne Church for existence
and so the social and other problems sank in the back ground. But ag
the Church begam to settle down after the decluration of futonomy in
1919, social, economic and other natural problems begsn to appear on the
scene, sometimes in theigr!tly forms.

The first serlows social problem in the Church occured in 1935 in
vhich the Germsn Missionaries elso Were invelved. It was really the
Munds -Orsom grouble =nd the llsaionarlexﬂiore accused of siding the ¥
Mundas, President Johan Topono was @ccused of siding the Creons., A
Note of Dissent was submitted to the Mohasabha by tae minority when the
Hfunda majority removed Fev.Jonan Topono from Presidentship, The Maha-
sabha was split and civil disobedience was declared/ by the dissenting
minority. As a result,some Missionaries hag to leave the fiecld. Presi-
dent Johan Topone was pensgioned end Messrs P, Hurad @nd J.Lakra were
transferred to Calcut Lte end Cumtur respectivqur Oreon teachers were
substituted by the Munda teéachers/ ot the Gossuer High School. But
these removels did not sclve the pfabiém which remained bubbling be-
neath the surface and so the Mehasabhs ‘called Réw.Lic, . Stosch who was

...-Jﬂ!ﬂ"‘
o~ 0‘11_61gqp9d Presideat of the Church in 1938 for five years, HRev,Stosch as

e

é}f Ehe t&&LhCT of elmost #1llxk Lhe then Chureh lesders wes welcomed by all
1 AR TN

\\\ By this tihe again some Missionaries were invelved in pariy politdes.

."r ..............

X NCTTdmﬂhmfgchd World Var started in 1939 and again the Germen Missionavies

had to leav: tae ceuntry. This clesred the stmcsphore to some extent




Page Two.
sand the hitterﬁgsa of the parties subsided. The Mahssabha in 1941, rve-
solved to esll back Rev.J.Lakre from South India the minority heving
egreed to the appointment of lr.J.Barla,a Munda, to the Principslship
of the Cossner High fchool. Mr.P,Hursd had already left Cslcutta to
pursue his own programme,

In 1942 Rev.J.Lskra was elected President unenimously =t Burju,
For three years the party spirit wzs not wvisible. In 1945 the C.I.L. £
Church sssembled for Mahsssbhs at Burju. There =gein the communal fee-
ling flared up between the two communities,the Oraons =nd the Wundas,
This time the dispute wes over some money claimed by Rev.J.J.?,.Tiggs,
an Oraon,to have psid to Rev.L.Jojowar,the then the Church Tressurer,a
Munde, Rev.Tiggs produced a veceipt alleged to have signed by Rev.L.
Jojowar,who on the other hand denled ﬁhe receipt, Rev,Jojowar declared
the receipt to have been fbr;idﬂby Rev.Tigge. The metter went up to
the Mshasebhs 1945 &t Bu;ﬁﬁ; A1l the delegatesvone by one stsnding in
gueue examined the riihipt produced by Rev,Tiggs which wes displayed
on the table. At the end the Mahssabha passed ¢ resolution mostly gui-
ded by the receipt. Accordingly,!r.!jgi; was penalised slong vwith ¥r.
Jojower which the Orson delegntﬂ;iii:ected. At the passesge of the reso- '
lution the Oreon delegates,except two excluding the President, submitted
2 Note of Dissent end sbsented themselves from the Mehasnbhe. The Note
of Dissent eklrsed the nlJO?iﬂV(lundl) with using "Dsbaw" (Force). Here
peferenc, 'was made to the unfortunate event of 1935 which wes described
to bc ailil‘r(see page 33 of the 1945 Mzhesabha Minutes),.

Thus there oceured & split of the Mahasabha on = communsl line
in 1945,end the situation became very grave,for the Orzons under the
lesdership of Rev.J.J.P.Tigge formed = separate Synod which weas named
"JUBILEE SYNOD of the GiE.L. Chureh, Aty

Creat lesders like Dr.I.Cennaday end the Rev.J.éfosch handled
the situation yet the "Jllo-Jii%a.case,ts it ceme to be knov ywent up
to the p.u!t The lower Court decided against the Rav.Jojouar vho was

s
;u'tisfied with the decision &nd ceme to Ranchi snd filed sn appenl,

"’W
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. ‘stern fact, He studied =11 the Mshsssbha Minutes in order to find out

the mectusl problems of the Church. In order to meet the situation Dr.

ctroek curved out fifteen Synode ne=mely (1) Assam (2) Bengsl (3) Baza-

ribagh (4) Msnbhum (&) Singhbhum (6) Orisss (7) Centrazl Province(Jash-

pur Upsr snd Nich Ghst) (8) Khuntitoly (9) Kimkel (i10) Kovonjo (11)Wes-

tern Syncd (12) Tsksrma (13) Covindour (14) Burju (5E) Northern Synod,

which enjoy complete locsl Autonomy. Fach Synod has 1ts Presidents,

Counecils,Ministerium #nd #am Cebha,each Synod electing its own Church

Council members. The boundzries of the Synods are demsrcsted more or

legs slong the community line., Unevoidable exceptlons are there.

The fynodicsl system removed the communal fight at the election

of the members of the Chureh Council. Formerly,the Church Council mem-

bere were elected #t the Mshsassbha ani the laJoi'it.y commuriity csrried

£1l elections,even of the minoﬂ,t‘les. This sltuttian geve & heavrt-zche
to the minorities st every electlon which used to teke place slmost

every yesvr, Now,sccording to the Synqdiaal gystem the Church Council
merbers heve to be elected by esch fynod which though geographical

{s more or less demsvceied slong the community line. Thus the Synodicel

system hepplly solved the comwmunel question in the election of Church

Gouneil mewbers, ‘_-.'

The fraotfof the sirnodical system could not foresee the com-~
munsl difficul‘qf involved In the clection of the officers in the Mszha-
cebha, Thi_s.pr_-oblem becgne keenly felt 4n 1958 when the first election

of the officers took plece under the fyncdieal system, Here,the mggre-

seive attitude of the "l'ﬁJC‘Y'it.V community at the election of the offiee
cers ves percelved plth telling clesrness, Iln under-current of the
communsl tide begéh to come o the curface, The yesrs 1958 end 1954
passed without ony event,the mifn recson befng the visit of Divrector

Lokies to field,thoush there vus 2 gethering up of clo s in the
fL 1 c.mwamuu,hﬂu.k“.,t A Dinde, Lok
hovizon. The cryp t ¢ move in 1954 to ‘win over Dirvector I@ldes st @

.glal Mshasesbha ealled at the instance of the iato!featted onety.

The yoar-fﬂzss was the "Red-letter Day® for the revival of the
j"wmngmnner r'hurr'h. ﬁe“%pgul v dehescbha vas ecalled

il

in gpril 1955 and the mptons of the unTuly mejority could be discowe

“yered even in the Churth Couneil neet:lng preceding the Mshaszbha, Two
church Council members pf the mejority community had nlresdy 2 welk-out

' from the Church Council meeting. The Mehasapga was the scene of the
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bitterest communzl feelings particularly so when 61 (sixty one) dele-
getes,sll Munda with few exceptions,mede & secret league to force
certain resolution to dissolve the Church Councils On the refusal of
the Cheir on the constitutional ground to intreduce this motion, the
sixty one delegztes staged the fatel welk-out,Rev,J.J.P.Tlgge Jjolining
in, Here,the Mahassbhe was split for the third time within twenty years
on the seme old communal ground,this time the majority communsl party
going out of the Mshsssbhe. Having gone out of the Mahasabhe Lhe Munda
delegates held their own seperete meeting and gave It the status _of
the Mahssebha,electing the Church officers,though the Orson members
were absent,because by themselves the Munda delegates could form the
quorum, Here the majority group under the Chalrmsnship of Hev.S.Kula
organised itself. This organisation is still intact and here lies the
root of sll evils to-dasy in the Church.

4t the intervention of the F,E.L.C, (I).. ?tcul lahe ssbha was
called on the 13th October 1955 for rrut. woting,but the organised
mejority group remained intacg t‘ﬁttonod sbove,asking ime esch Munda
delegate at midnight on the 18th to pledge himself to stend firm by
the 1llegal election of npru 1955, Seventy elght pledges were secured
but the last one did :gﬁtive his vote,on the other hand he divulged
the foul play of "-"_p:t'Jorit.y party. Thus the voting of October 1355
wes vitlated br

ty commun=lism and the poison of the foul act
runs through m vein of the present Mshasabhe and that of the offi-
cers. The ﬂm considers the election of Uctober 1385 a&: perverded
due to rmh of communalism played by the nJority
an history elearly prous tt;c gxiﬂsence of two things
in t.he cm which zre stern facts jn- 5
| " ‘There 1s a communal lc’ﬁty pr the Munde element in the
Mrch. This majority don.‘lnayl the Church administration. The civic
rights of the minority lﬁuppreued. #11 401” aections end elections
are subject to the ”ﬂslon t&gﬂ' ‘communel MJOI'H.Y- in Oﬂ{er words |
/6., the Munde comuunity must decide the fate \9: the

be served by this community alone. m minorities small ov large and

t.hair f{nterests in the Church perpetually remains st the mercy of the-
Munds community. For the sake of falrness amnd Justice,not omly the
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minorities,but wors 2o the mejority community, should not =2llow such
a situstion to coulinue in the Churen. Ngsl demoersey c=n not sdmit of
this sltuation. Democracy presusposes @ perty Government vhich kxxdwx
eidadky should aot obtein in the Church,but we have communzl Sovern-~
ment ‘ihl-cn 1s decidedly bad for the Church. In apveavence it may have
the g:tb of dsmocracy,but it 1s snti-demoeretic for it 1s communalistie
The situstioa 1s uabearsble snd the wajority zlso ought t9 feel ashamed
of it.

ks« Theve is comwuual feeling lp the Chureh., To deny this fact
is to ignore lhe existence of comuunitics in the Church, 2t every mzkx
crisis in the Caurch 1o 1330,1040 esnd 1955, the commumsl pusslon hes Em
been rousel violently as scen in the ebove history. Votes slsc have
been passed communkl}ly. lo doubt,other persons than Nundss have in the
past been glven choice &t elections but 211 et the pleasure sud the
good-uill of the Nundss. ¥henever they did not like any one,rule or mo
rule, coustitution ov no con.L$tut10n,major15§?gggcﬂ'haVa been used to
remove the persons by hook OY by ct'ook.m ten yesrs the Hydra-Head
has been vising duvring the last Zmg twa—nty years. mall comsunities
erc not compziing bodies and p no troutle sith them. But the Oraons
formed & Lig coough Mﬁumcy end so rub hes beem with them only snd
this trouble will surelx?cnne up wiith sy community which will be in
a pogitlioa to cmmat.e. a}
= problems ave naked truths and havd fzcts
¥ well-wisher of th.l.s @ch "'wl not ignore

ihese two problems ere not cotdsfac—
torily solved, merg‘;ﬁ/ always be blt‘t“m‘"m‘?‘w ﬂﬁ quarrel s
in the Church. g ‘*&

Schewe LS an honest attempt to ‘solve the two prob-

g

oy

(kev.John 7o

BE~2=-57,

Talatetarr 84/« P.D.Panna,
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“Gossnersche, M issionsgesellschaft .
Berlin-Friedenan 5
Handperystrafie 10/20 :JT?“ 4 Berlin-Friedenau, 27th of February 57

Lo/Su.

Church Council of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Chotanagpur and Assam

/0 Secretary Mr.N.E, H o r o , B.A.

G.E;L. Church

Ranehdi/Bihar -« India

Dear Brother Horo,

thank you very much for your letter of February 16th (Ne.291/57 C.C,78). -

Ne are very much obliged to you for your willingness to undertake every-
thing possible to obtain entry-permission for Brothers ECHART and KLOSS

from the Indian authorities.

As to the journey of the Indian Sisters Seteng HAPADGARA and Bahalen BAGE
President TIGA now has all the documents im hand. I hope that the 3000 Rs.
from Geneva to the account of Brother BORUTTA have in the meantime arrived.
The travelling costs and board-money that exceed this sum will be advanced by
Brother Borutta and later arranged with him., I have informed him zccordingly.

. I am expecting your further information concerning the sending of a lady mis-
sionary for womens' work (Tabita-School). Concerning this matter I am also
in correspondence with sisters Anni DILLER and Hedwig SCHMIDT but am under=-
taking nothing before I receive news from the Church Council.

Thank you for giving me the exact dates of the meetings of the Church Council
and the Mahasabha., We are willing to send the Mahasabha a message of fellow-
ship. I.:';l’:tlri that the congregations in Ostfriesland, Westphalia and
Berlin aré/sSénding greetings to the Mahasabha.

I am sorry that Brothers Marsalan BAGE and Saban SURIN will not be able to
attend the Mahasabha. The reason is that Brother Bage needs some more time
to finish his exam. We have booked passages for the two brothers for the

beginning of June.

In your letter of February 16th you suggested that the two brothers should
return to India together with Miss BODRA., But we have been told that Miss
Bodra will not have finished her studies in .} d before the beginning of
July, and then she intends to stay in Gepmsmy for a month, and our two
brothers thought they could not wait se for personal and for objective
reasons.  =We understand their rea very well, and therefore booked their

0 passages for June. In any case Miss Bodra will visit us inGermany, and we
are looking forward to her visit. After all she is the head-mistress of the
Bethesda~School and will rémain so as long as the Gossmer Church has no qua-
lified teacher. Thus we ourselves are eager that she should learn something
about Church work in Germany., Ineidently I want so say that we are very keen
that the Gossner Church should one day produce her own head-mistress. Should
you know of any qualified studemt or teacher who could be trained for this
post we would willingly contribute to her studies,

1 am sorry, as I say, that owing to the earlier !lgirture of Bage and Surin
Miss Bodra will have to return to India alone, but I am sure that she will
be able to travel back to India just as independlently as she travelled to
England. o

With many thanks for all your greetings to the Gossner House in Berlin and
with all good wished for you Y

Iam

Yours sincerely
7 »( m% .fﬂ-.(rr.
(6 Gy Ao

( D.Hans Lokies )




(zossnersche Missionsgesellschafl i
Berlin-Friedenan L{/QV

Handjerystrape19/20 Berlin-Friedenau, 27th of February 57

LD/S“-

Church Council of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Chotanagpur and Assam

/0 Secretary Mr.B.E. Ho r o , B.A.

G.E,L, Church

Ranchi/Bihar - India

Dear Brother Horo,

thank you very much for your letter of February 16th (No.291/57 C.C.78). -

Be are very much obliged to you for your willingness to undertake every-
thing possible to obtain entry-permission for Brothers ECHART and KLOSS

from the Indian authorities.

As to the jomrnmey of the Indian Sisters Seteng HAPADGARA and Bahalen BAGE
President TIGA now has all the documents in hand. I hope that the 3000 Rs.
from Geneva to the account of Brother BORUTTA have in the meantime arrived.
The travellinj; costs and board-money that exceed this sum will be advanced by
Brother Borutta and later arranged with him, I have informed him accordingly.

I am expecting your further information concerning the sending of a lady mis=-
. sionary for womens' work (Tabita-School). Concerning this matter I am aleo
in correspondence with sisters Anni DILLER and Hedwig SCHMIDT but am under=
taking nothing before I receive news from the Church Council.

. Thank you for giviag me the exact dates of the meetings of the Church Council
and the Mahasabha. We are willing to send the Mahasabha a message of fellow-
ship., I hg;gohard that the congregations in Ostfriesland, Westphalia and
Berlin are/sending greetings to the Mahasabha.

I am sorry that Brothers Marsalan BAGE and Saban SURIN will not be able to
attend the Mahasabha, The reason is that Brother Bage needs some more time
to finish his exam. We have booked passages for the two brothers for the

beginning of June.

In your letter of February 16th you suggested that the two brothers should
return to India together with Miss BODRA, But we have been told that Miss
Bodra will not have finished her studies in England before the beginning of
July, and then she intends to stay in Germany for a month, and our two
brothers thought they %ﬂ not wait so lang for persemal and for objective | . ¢
reasons. c:We unders d ¢ leir reasons very well, and therefore booked their

. passages for June. In any case Miss Bodra ltf[l visit us inGermany, and we
are looking forward to her visit. After all she is the head-mistress of the
Bethesda~School and will remain so as long as the Gossmer Church has no qua-
lified teacher., Thus we ourselves are eager thn,t,@rlb'ahould learn something
about Church work in Germany. Imeidently I want 80 say that we are very keen
that the Gossner Church should one day produce her own head-mistress, Should
you know of any qualified student or teacher who could be trained for this
post we would williangly contribute to her studies.

I am sorry, as Ihy. that owing to tha.éai‘lier departure of Bage and Surin
Miss Bodra will have to return to India alone, but I am sure that she will
be ahle to travel back to India just as indepsnéently as she travelled to

England. i

! i
With many thanks for all your greetings to the Goa,d House in Berlin and
with all good wished for you , T

I am

Tours sincerely

rd

s
( DiHans Lokies )




Year Brother Horo \
Thank you very much fer your letter of Febr.16th (No 291/57 C.C.T8)%
W& gre-very much gbliged to you fer your igispiiom,to undertake=all
the§§§@§ssary #sps with the authorities comsermimgrine entry=por-
nigsiond for Brothers Eckdrt and Kloss. &

.\‘:__“

> We are very much obliged to you;for your willingness to undertake

everything possible to obtain entry-permission for Brothers Eckart
and Kloss from the Indian authorities.

Ag to the journey of the Indian Sisters Seteng.... and Bah......
President Tiga now has all the documents in hand. I hope that the

@ ' 3000 Rs from Geneva to the account of Brother Borutta have in the .
Meanwhile arrived, The travelling costs and bosrd-money that exceed
this sum will be advanced by Brother Borutta and later arranged
with him, I have informed Brother Borutta accordinglys

I am expecting your further information concerning the sending of
a furtker lady missionary for womens! work.Concerning this matter
I am also in Borrespondence with Sisters Anni D... and Hedwig... but

am undertaking nothing before I receive news from the Church Council.

Thank you far yemrx giving me the exact dates of the meetings of

the Church Council and the Mahasabha. We are willing to send the
Mahasabha a mes:age of fellowship . I have heard that the congrega%u
tions in Ostfriesland, Westphalia and Berlin are also'sending
greetings to the lMahasabha.

I am sorry that Brothers Marsalan Bage an Saban Surin will not be
able to attend the Mahasabha. The reason is that Brother Bage nceds
some more time to finish his exam. We have booked passages for the
two brothers for the beginning of June, "

I

Dn your letter of 5@?3;15$h you suggested that the two brothers =

shpg;g-mgtunﬁfﬁbf" er with MMiss Bodra. But we have been told that
SMiss Bodra will not have finished her studies in England before the

beginning of July, and then she intemds to stay in Germany for a

month, and our two brothers thought they could not wait so long :

for personal and far objective reasons, We understand their reasons

very well, and therefore booked_ﬁ?efr_passages far June. In any

case Miss Bodra will ha—@n%i%eé—%é;sigyiiﬁ'Germany; and we are




looking forward to her visit# whaetever—he Opposiiica—mey-say. After
all she is the head-mistress of the Bethesda School and will remain

so as long as the Gossner Chur:ch has no qualified teacher . Thus

we ourselves are eager that shie should learn something about Church
work in Germany. Incidently I shoudsk want to say that we are very

keen that the Gossner Church should one day produce her own head-mistress.

Showld you know of any qualified student 6r teacher who gould be trai-
ned for this post we would willingly contribute to her studies.

AR
I gn sorry, as I héﬁ%lalé;@aiy.said,that owing to the earlier de-
paffure of Bage and Surin  liss Bodra will have to return to India
alone, but I am sure that she will be able to trav%;/ﬁust as indepen=-
dentlyL@ackﬁggpfﬁaf%7§érEEQEE}Q%ETTE§”¥BHE5§I§H':w

#ith many thanks for all your greetings to the Uossner House in Bf‘.’.in
and with all good wishes for you

I am

yours sincerely,




——.:"|'|.'-. m pe g ::'ql‘ -

Berlin-Friedenau, 22.Februar 1957
Lo/Su.

Church Council of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church ‘
of Chotanagpur and Assam |

¢/o Secretary Mr. N.E, H o r o , B.A, 1

GeE.L, Church

Ranchdi / Bihar - T hd i a

Lieber Bruder Horo,

herzlichsten Dank fiir Ihren Brief vom 16,Februar d.J, (NO 291/57 C.E.78).
Wir sind Ihneén sehr dankbar dafiir, dal Sie alle denkbar moglichen Schritte
bei den indischen Stellen unternehmen wollen, um die Finreiseerlaubnis fiir

die Briider E ok ar t und £ 1 o s 8 zu erwirken,

Was die Reise der beiden indischen Schwestern Seteng HAPADGARA und
Bahalen BAGE betrifft, so hat Président TIGA jetzt alle Unterlagen in der
Hand, Ich hoffe, daB auch die 3000 Rupies von Genf auf dem Konto von Br.
Borutta eingegangen sind, Die dariiber hinausgehenden Fahrtkosten und Bord-
Eﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁgﬁlﬁer soll Br,Borutta vorschuBweise auszahlen. Wir werden diese Betrige

mit ihm verrechnen., Ich habe Sr,Borutta schon entsprechend informiert,

Eine weitere Mitteilung betreffend Aussendung einer "lady missionary for
= Q;:;i;~;¥§?svﬁgrta,ich noch abes Ioh stehe in dieser Frase auch in Korrew
”-Hfﬁﬁfﬁz"ﬁ§%5&inheiﬁen-Schwestern %nni DILLER und Hedwig SCHMIDT, unter=-
nehme aber in dieser Sache nichts, bevor ich nicht nochmals vom Church

Council einen Bescheid erhalten habe,

Herzlichen Danlk fiir die Mitteilung der genauen Daten, an denen das C.C,

zusammenkommt und die Mahasabha tagt.s Wir werden der Mahasabha gern eine
. "Message of fellowship" zusenden. Ich hore, daB auch die Gemeinden in

Ostfriesland, Westfalen und Berlin einen GruB und Segenswunsch an die

Mahasabha schicken wollen,

Es tut mir sehr leid, daB die beiden Briider Marsalan BAGE und Saban SURIN
an der Mahasabha nicht teilnehmen kdnnen, aber das liegt einfach daran, daB
Bruder Bage noch etwas Zeit fiir seine AbschluBpriifung braucht. Wir haben
fiir Anfang Juni 2 Schiffsplédtze fiir die beiden Briider belegt. '

Sie haben in Ihrem Brief vom 16,Februar den Wunsch ausgesprochen, dafB die
beiden Briider am besten zusammen mit Miss BODRA nach ¥ndien zuriickfahren
sollten, Wie wir aber gehﬁrtlhaben, beendet Miss Bodra ihr Studium in Eng=-
land erst Anfang Juli,um sich dann noch einen Mawt in Deutschland aufzu -
haltem. 5Solange glaubten die beiden Briider nicht mehr warten zu diirfen,

und zwar aus sachlichen und pergonlichen Griinden. Wir haben fiir diese Griinde

ein gutes Verstdndnis und haben darug beiden Briidern die Riickreise schon

fiir den Monat Juni versprochen.




In jedem Falle wird Miss Bodra von uns nach Deutschland eingeladen.

Und wir freuen uns auf ihren Besuch, mag die Opposition dazu sagen, was

gie will., Sie ist nun einmal die Leiterin der Bethesda-Schule und wird

es bleiben solange die GoBner-Kirche keine qualifizierte Lehrkraft besitzt.
So liegt uns selbst daran, Mis Bodra etwas von der kirchlichen Arbeit

in Deutschland zu zeigen.

Ich mochte aber bei dieser Gelegenheit doch auch zum Ausdruek bringen,
dal wir sehr daran interessiert sind, dall aus der GoRner-Kirche selbst
einmal eine Schul-Leiterin hervorgeht., Wenn Sie eine qualifizie}te
Studentin oder Lehrerin wissen, die durch weiteres Studium fiir ihre
kilnftige Aufgabe zugeriistet werden kann, so sind wir von hier aus gern

bereit, zu den Studienkosten beizutragen.

Ich bedauere es wie gesagt, da® durch die frilhere Abreise unserer
beiden Briider Bage und Surin dann Miss Bodra allein nach Indien zuriick-
fahren mufl; aber ich bin gewiss, dal sie so selbsténdig, wike sie nach

England gefahren ist, auch nach Indien zuriickfahren kann.,

Mit herzlichem Dank fiir alle Ihre Griisse an das Gossnerhaus in Berlin

und mit allen guten Wiinschen fiir Sie tind die Ihren

Ihr




Gosgner Bvangelicsl Ilutheran Church in céotanagpur and Assam,

Refs NO_29/ /57-CoCe=78s G.E.L.Church Compound,Rsnchi,
The 16th February,1957.

From Secret\zym.z.ﬁam,&a.,

To % 1 !
Dr,. Hans lokies, Eb ? Eingegangen
Director, e 3
Cossner Mission Society, i.am__ZJLE@.—#&&?—
Koratoriom flediat s5h
Berlin.Friédenau, LInses
Handjerystrasse-192/20
W.Cermany.

Dear Brother ILokies,

Many thanks for your letter and enclosures of Febsll,
1957,which reached me yesterday,

Seteng Hapadgara and Bshalen B,ge have applied for
thelr passports and I understand that President Tiga is arranging
for their passage.

We shall take all possible steps here for the entry
of Bros Eckart and Kloss,

In connection with the return of Sister Anne earlier
and our invitztion for a lady missionary for women's work,I think Y
should get a clear statement from the Church Council; which will be
communicated to you in time. '

Now,the final dates of our Church Council and M-ha.
sebha are 21st-22rd March and 258h =28th March 1957 respectively. We
shall be expecting a message of fellowship from the Kuratorium as
usual, Tharkg Tax you for informing me of . Saban®s succeess in his
second examination,we are expecting similar results from Bro Bage.
Now we already know that they will come possibly before the next
academic session. _

A word or two about Miss S.M.Bsgga She will complete
her studies this summer and will return bac ndia, The Church
Council thought that if the Kuratorium could extemd her ever helping
hands ¥Miss Fodra could visit Cermany for a month or so. The LWF gs
paying her return fare from England to India.- expenses of her visit
to Germany mnot inecluded. I have asked her to contact you in this
respects If you can invite her to Cermany she can book her passage
to Msinz-Kastel by train, Next she can board ber boat to India in
Genoa - if it can be arranged from Berlimor Mainz-Kastel, She can
accompany Eros Bage and Surin, I shall talk over this maf®er with
Dr,3ovik next week when he is visiting us and shall ZmExx let you
kKnow,e

With greetings to you &nd to Gossner,fﬁmily in Berlin,
3 NF

I am your Lﬁrely,

A g
€ etaryzpb;7
P.S.- Miss Bodra is at GeEeLeChurch,Rancht
56,High Field Street,
Leicester,

Erl,glando




. hadalso written that Amni Di

. GoBnersche Missionsgesellschaft AR ke
* . Berlin-Friedenau N
Hand jerystr., 19/20

L\ 11th February, 1957.
Lo/Me.
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To the Church Council of the
G.E.L. Church
¢/o Secretary Mr. N.E. Horo

Ranchi
Dt. Bihar - India

Dear Brother Horo,

As I was on & mission-tour in Bavaria through the whole of
Janvary I am afraid my correspondence has suffered delay. For the
same reason there was also no meeting of the Kuratorium during this
period in which I could have submitted your letters. So I must ask
you to forgive me that I have not yet answered your various
questions. I am now at home and will deal with the items of your
letter one after the other.

/ Pirst of all the most important thing: here is a statement for the
two teachers of the Tabita-School Hapedgara SETENG and Bahalen BAGE

that we are prepared to bear the costs of their journey to Germany
and back and also the e;:pmes of their stay in éemany.

/ As to brothers KLOSS and ECKART here are the reguested personal
details. I believe we shoudd attack the matter of their entry in
India from both ends. I shall consequently very soon file in an
applicetion with theé Indian Embassy in Bonn.

iy P :

ent affair with Ursula v. LINGEN whom we have sent to

year's training. It will take a year before we
can send her to India.

glad o ‘hear from you that Sisters Anni Diller and Hedwig

dt have decided to stay till Sisters Hapadgara Seteng and

m Bege hove returned from Germany. Does that mean that we are

%0 look for any other German teacher for the Tabita=-School? You

e Jgu' letter of December 1956 that "amother lady for the
-S¢hool" was to come. Sisters Anni Diller and Hedwiz Schmidt

intended to return to Germany

thaﬁar*that reason we should send

f Ami l1ler, so that Hedwig Schmidt

work, 1% seems that there is some

I would be ve e _
about it, ° s grgtem to you for giving

earlier than Hedwig Schnidt
another Sister in the place
could introduce her into &
change in this point,
me further informati

LY

To sum upt The guestion of +t ,I;:-'._l'élﬂing out of Brothers Klof and
Eckart and the @éming here of Sisters Hapadgara Seteng and Bahalen
Bage has priosity; all other magters can be dealt with later,

Thenk youw for t1ling me the date of the next plenary session of t
ehnrchy@uﬁcil- As soon as possible I Will aszemble 4he &mﬁ.bﬂ“ﬁ&e
so that we can draft a message of fellowship but also including a
word concerning our mutual responsibility before God for the Church
of Chota Nagpur. : !

—L -




And nmow, above all, many thanks for your last letter in which you
tell us about your cousin Notrott KERKETTA, Both Brother Symanowski
and I are willing %o help him wherever we can. It would, however,

be important for us to learn from him whether he has already made

& plan for his studies in Germany. We shill then assist him by advice
and deed with great pleasure.

I have agsin to excuse my long silence. All guestions between us
which have not yet been dealt with, I shall answer very soon. There
is only one thing I want to let you know offieially: Brother Saban
Surin has passed the second part of his exam too on 21st Jenuary.

He qualified in Philosophy and Ethies. The summary mark for the
whole exam was "good". Besides he received the certificate that by
this exam he was exhibited the same knowledge required for the degree
"Magter of Theology". Brother Bage is now also going in for his exam
and working hard at his paper and his oral exam. It is much harder
for him than for Saban Surin and we therefore beg you to understand,
that they both cannot come to the Mahasabha. But we have booked
passages for them for June from Genoa. I have also written to

Mrs. Bage and begged her to understand this last delay,

I beg you and the Church Council to consent to this delay and to
understand it. ' a0

Yours very}aipnirily'

b ol - b= .’:“ /l : 58 l_:’g Sy
y v R d LW
Ve M0 M 4 R 2l R .
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g B Zhe s
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11%h Febr.1957
Lo/Sue

Certificate ;

The Gossner-iission in BerlineFriedenau, Handjerystrasse 19/20
herewith declares that it is prepared to pay the passage from
India to Germany aad back for the two teachers of the Tabitaschool
in Govindpur Hapadgara S e t en g and Bahalen B age

as well as the expenses of their stay in Germany.

Euratoriunm
of the
GOSSNERSCHE MISSIONSGESELLSCHAFT

VEgE
D v A o -oﬁr"ﬂ?/'-ft/.f
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_Berl:.n&l'.iziadcnau_. T+ Febr, 1957

Mr.N.E. Horo
Secretary

G.E.L, Church
Ranchi
Dt. Bihar/India

Lieber Bruder .Hﬂ-‘ol’-

Dadurch, dn.i !nh 11!1 Monat Jenuar eine Missionsreise durch mmx
Bayern dnnhgofﬁhrt haho, bin ich mit der Erledigung meiner Post
in l‘ﬂ”m geraten. Wir haben deswegen auch keine Kura-

- torlmd.tgm halten kénnen, in der ich Ihre Briefe vorgelegt

= 1 ihﬁﬂq,y« So bitte ich Sie um Verzeihung, dag ich Ihnen auf die ver-

&

- mach- I_'ndi’en |

: ﬂachiqdonitan Anfragen noch nicht goantwortet habe. Ich bin jetzt

e

\eﬂh Hause und werde auf Ihre Schreiben Punkt fiir Punkt ein

Zuniichet das Allerdringendstes eiaé'B'escheinigung filr die beiden
Lehrerinnen der Tabita-Schule HAPADGARA UND BAHALEN BAGE,
daB wir 'die Kosten fiir ihre Hin-und Riickreise nach Deutschland
und auch ihren Gaamtaufenthalt hier tragen werden.

Was nun Bruder } o8 & Eckart betrifft, so rﬁ}‘ge ich die von Ihnen
erbetenen Persomelangaben bei. Ich glaube, daf wir ihre Einreise

: _ﬁseitig von beider Enden her anpacken sollten.
"sehr bald bei der mdischan Botschaft in Bonn

: o dard‘oer. dal Eimﬁghreiben, daf die beiden
n '"_"iDiller und Hedwig Sehridt solanze bleiben wollen,

SV 828 8ic beiden Schwestern Hapadgara und Bahalen Bage aus

Deutschland zuriickgekehrt . pdnd. Bedeuset das, daB wir jetzt nach
keiner anderen doutsp' #FLehrerin filr die Tabita~Schule suchen- aonen?
Sie schrieben in Ihyem Srief vom Dezemer 1956, daf noch “snother

lady for the 'l‘abita-school" herauskommen sollte. Auch die Schwestern
Anni Diller und Hedwlg Schmidt teilter mir mit, daB Schw. Anni Diller
frither als Schw. Hedwig Schmidt nach Iﬁﬁtaehland guriickzukehren be-
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' beabsichtiges Wir sollten darum eine deutsche Schwester an die
Stelle von Anni Diller schicken, damit sie noch durch Schw, Hedwig
Schmidt in die Arbeit eingefilhrt werden ktnne. Es scheint, dag in
diesem Punkt eine Anderung cingetreten ist; ieh wire Ihnen aber
sehr dankbar, wenn Sie mir gelegentlich dariiber etwas schreiben
wollen.,

Zusammenfassend mGchte ich sagen; daf es jJetzt zuniichst xlz die
Ausreise der beiden Briider KloB und Eckart und um die Einreise der
beiden Schwestern Hapadgara und Bahalen Bage geht. Alle
anderen Fmen'kﬂﬁnpn spiter verhandelt werden,

Ich danke Ihnen, daB Sie uns die Termine fiir die n#chste Vollsitzung
. des Church Council und fiir die Mahasabha angegeben haben, Ich wérde
jezt sobald wie m8glich unser Kuratoriumgf zusammenrufen, damit wir
ein Wort der briiderlichen Verbundenheit, aber auch der gegenseitigen
 Verantwortung vor Gott fiir die Kirche in Chotanagpur schreiben k¥nnen |

. © . Und nun denke ich Ihnen endlich such fiir Thren letstén Brief, in dem
rpag Sie uns von I}ron Vetter Mr. Notrott Kerketta schreiben. Sowohl

J{,qm §Wﬂki wie auch ich werdden Ihrem Vetter jede Hilfe zuteil
"e.i‘iltn lassen. Es Wére flir uns ober wichtig, wenn er uns cinmal

schreiben wollte, ob er sich schon einen Studienplan fiir Deutachland
gemacht habe. Ich werden ihm dann gern mit Rat und Tat zur Seite
gtehen,

Und nun nochmals herzliche. Bntschuldigung fir mein langes Schwelgen.
Alle Fragen,iﬁisehen ung ud Thnen noch offenstehen, werde ich sehr
bald beantworten. .nB will ich jdgt schon offiz:lc!‘l mitteilen.
Br. Saban Surin ha "21. Janwar auch den zweiten Teil seines
‘Examens, :Ehj_]____ e und Ethik, bestanden. Damit ist sein S+udium
zum Abgohlu_&@hkommon. Er exkielt fir seine Leistungen im Examen die
Q.g“ﬂm Yput". Auﬁegum wird ihm be-cheinigt daf er durch diese
anng dieselben Kmﬁiﬂse mh&"’iﬂmn hat, die fir den Degree-
titel Master of Thnqiogy ngtig sind. Aueh’ Bruder Bage geht nun mit
letzter Kraft an ueine Arbeit und en ®in miindliehes Ixamen heran,

Er hat es sehr viel achwerer afl Saban Surin, und darum bitten wir
Sie zu verstehen, dag ‘beide Briider 2ur Mahasabha noch nicht erscheinon-
ktnnen. Wir heoben aber fir beide ein Schiff ab Genua fir den Monat _
Juni gebucht., Auch an Prau Bage habe¢ ich einen Brief geschrieben und
sie gebeten, diese letzte Verzidgerung zu verstehen. Ich bitte asuch
Sie und das C.C, der Verliéngerung deBIAufan‘bhai'ta belder Briider Ihr
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freundliches Verstindnis und Ihre Zustimmung susschenken.

Mit den herzlichsten briiderlichen GriiBen
Ihr

Beacheinigung,

Die GofSner-Mission in Berlin-Friedenau, Handjerystr. 19/20, gibt
hiermit die Versicherung ab, daf sie fiir die beiden Lehrerinnen
der Tabita-Schule in Govindpur, Prov. Bihar, HAPADGARA und
BAHALEN BAGE die Passagekosten fir die Hin-und Riickreise von
Indien nach Deutschland und zuriick sowie die gesamten Aufenthalts-
kosten in Deutschland {ibernimmt.

Euratoriun
der

GoBnerschen Missionsgesellschaft

Berlin-Priedeneu, 7.2. 1957




GoBnersche Missionsgesellschaft
Berlin-Friedenau QJ

Hand jerystr. 19/20 Q’ﬁF

11th February, 1957.
Lo/Me,

.

To the Church Council of tha
G.E.L. Church
¢/o Secretary Mr. N.E. Horo

Ranchi

Dear Brother Horo,

As I was on a mission-tour in Bavaria through the whole of
January I am afraid my correspondence has suffered delay. For the
same reason there was also no meeting of the Kuratorium during this
period in which I could have submitted your letters. So I must ask
you to forgive me that I have not yet answered your various
questions. I am now at home amd will deal with the items of your
letter one after the other.

First of all the most Important thing: here is a statement for the
two teachers of the Tabita-School Hapadgara SETENG and Bahalen BAGE
that we are prepareéd to bear the costs of their Journey to Germany
and back and alse the expenses of their stay in Germeny.

As t0 brotherg KLOSS and ECKART here are the requested personal
details. I belleve we should attack the matter of their entry in
India fram;gjfs ends. I shall consequently very soon file in an
application with the Indian Embassy in Bonn.

.

-';a-,. -'J‘l = .
It 48 o different affair with Ursuls v. LINGEN whom we have sent to
England first for a year's training. It will takc a year before we
can send her to India. L Ty

. LeE
1L

I am glad to hear from you that Sisters Anni Diller and Hedwig
midt have decided ®o stay till Sisters Hapadgara Seteng and

“Bahalen Bage have returned from @ermany. Does that mean that we are
not to look for any other German teacher for the Tabita=School? You
wrote in your letter of December 1956 that "another lady for the
Tabita-School" was to come. Sisters Anni Diller and Hedwig Schmidt
had also written $hat Anni Diller intended to return to Germeny
earlier than Hedwlg Schmidt, and that for that reason we should send
another Sister in the place of Anni Diller, so that Hédwig Schmidt
could introduce her into the work. It seems that there is some

change in this point, and I would be very grateful to you for givi
me further information about. it. ’ et i

To sum ups The question of the ééﬁding;out.oiJBiothers KloB8 and
Eckart and the coming here of Sisters Hapadgara Seteng and Bshalen
Bage has priorityj all other matiers can be dealt with later.

¥
Thank you for #lling me the date of the next plenary sesgion of the
Church Council. As soon as possible I will assemble the Kuratorium
so that we ean draft a message of fellowship but also includine a

word concerming our mutual responsibility before God for the Church
of Chota Nagpur.

L




|
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And now, above all, many thanks for your last letter in which you !

tell us about your cousin Notrott KERKETTA. Both Brother Symanowski -

and I are willing to help him wherever we can. It would, however,

be important for us to learn from him whether he has already made ,
\

a plan for his studies in Germany. We shill then assist him by advice
end deed with great pleasure.

I have again to excuse my long silence. All questions between us
which have not yet been dealt with, I shall answer very soon. There
i3 only one thing I want to let you know officiallys Brother Seban
Surin hss passed the second part of his exam too on 21st January.

He qualified in Philosophy and Ethics. The summary mark for the
whole exam was "good". Besides he received the certificate that by
this exam he was exhibited the same knowledge required for the degree
"Master of Theolegy". Brother Bage is now also going in for his exsam
and working hard at his paper and his oral exam. It is much harder
for him than for Saban Surin and we therefore beg you to understand,
that they both cennot come to the Mahasabha. But we have booked
passages for them for June from Genoa. I have also written to

Mrs. Bage and begged her to understand this last delay.

I beg you and the Chureh Council go consent to this delay and to
understand it. AT

N I

Yours Ygﬁyﬂaincerely




11th Febr.1957
Lo/Su.

Certificate -

The Goasaer-Mission in Bnrlin-rricdonllgfﬂ!pdjcryatrasaa 13/20
herewith declares that it is prepared to p#m passage from

India to Germany and back for the two tiilﬂnrt of the Tabitaschool
in Govindpur Hapadgara S e t en g 'lllt Bahalen B age
as well as the expenses of their g’l’ in Germany.

it b

Kuratoeoprinm
of the
GOSSNERSCHE MISSIONSGESELLICHAFT

£) Jéixbva 0’4;5 4G
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Dear Brother Horo!

As I was on a missiom-tour in Bawaria through the whole of January

I am afraid my correspondence has suffered delay. For the same rea-
som there was also no meeting of the Kuratorium during this period

in which I could have submitted your letters. So I must ask you

to forgive me that I have not yet answered your various questions. ]
I am now at home and will ERSWEERXFOREXFREXEioRxxomexafisxxtRexoiaEr
deal with the jitems of your letter one after the other.

First of all the most important thing: here is a statement for the
two teachers of the Tabita-School Hapadgara Seteng and Bahalan
Bage th&t we are prepared to bear the costs of their jourmey to
Germany and back and also the expenses of their stay in Germany.

As to brothers KopB and Eckart here are the requested personal de-
tails. I believe we should attack the matter of their entry in In-
. dia from both ends, I shall consequently very soom file in an ap-

plication with the Indian Embassy in Bonn. fidve Bent

It is a different affdr with Ursula v.lingen whom we mrexsExdimg to
England first for a year's training. It will take a year before
we can send her to India.

I am glad to hear from you that Sisters Anni Diller and Hedwig
Schmidt have decided to stay till Sisters Hapadgar Seteng and
Bahalan Bage have returned from Germany. Does that mean that we
are not to look for any other German teacher for the Tabitha
- School?You wrote in your letter of Dec.1956 that "another lady
- for the Tabitha-School”was to come., Sisters Anni Diller and Hed-
wig Schmidt had also writtem that Anni Diller intended to return to
many earlier tham Hedwig Schmidt, and thaf for. tha eason we
snould send another Sister in the place of MY, so that
: : er could introduce her into the work. It seems that
: /é’hhdg‘lwﬁ e is some change in this point, and I would be very grateful
- to you for giving me further information about it.

_ To sum up: The question of the sending out of Brothers KloB and Be
. kart and the coming here of SistersHapadgar(us.w. - ) REXEXEEX
has praority; all other matters can be dealt with later.

Thank you for telling me the date of the next plenary sessiom of
the Church Council., As soon as possible I will assemble the
Kuratorium so that we can draft a message of fellowship but also
m including a word-concerninﬁ our mutual responsibility before
God for the Church of Chota Nagpur. :

And now, above all, many thanks for your last letter in which you
tell ms about your cousin Notrott Kerketta. Both Brother Symanowski
and I are willing to help him wherever we can., It would, however ,
be imprtant for us to learn from him whether he has already made
,Z? xXmE a plan for his studies in Germany AMIéshall then assist him
)

W advice and deed with great pleasure.
~T @u$¥ again to excuse my long silemce. All questions between us

which 'have not yet been deakt with, I shall answer very soon. There
is only one thing I want to let you know officially: Brother Saban
Surin has passed the second part of his exam too. On Jan2l. he
qualified in Philosophy and Ethies. The summary mark for the whole
exam was "good". Besides he received the certificate that by this
exam he has exhibited the same knowle@ge required for the degree
"Master of Theology". Brother Bage is now also going in for his

. exam and working hard at his paper and his oral exam. It is much

s




harder for him xhewmx than for Saban Surin and we therefore beg?
you to understand, that they both cannot come to the Mahsabha. But
we have booked passages for them for June from Genoa. I have also
written to Mrs Bage and begged her tf) understand this last delay.
I beg you and the CC to consent to this delay and to understand it.

yours very sinéerely,

Certificate

Phe Gossner-Missiom in Berlin-Friedenal.ceccsecase

herewith declares that it is prepared to pay the passage from
India to Germny and back for the two teachers of the Tabita-
SChOO}. in....-.........,Eapadgara.............-.
as well as the expenses of their stay im Germany

Kuratorium etc .




Berlin-Friedenau, 7. Febr. 1957

Mr.N.E. Horo
Secretary

G.E.IL. Church
Ranehdd
Dt. Bihar/India

Lieber Bruder Horo!

Dadurch, daB ich im Monat Januar eine Missionsreise durch m=x
Bayern durchgefiihrt habe, bin ich mit der Erledigung meiner Post
in Verzug gekzmmenr geraten. Wir haben deswegen auch keine Kura-
toriumssitzung halten kdnnen, in der ich IThre Briefe vorgelegt
hétte. So bitte ich Sie um Verzeihung, d=8 ich Ihnen suf die ver-
schiedensten Anfragen noch nicht geantwortet habe. Ich bin jetzt
wieder zu Hause und werde auf Ihre Schreiben Punkt fiir Punkt ein
gehen.
Zundchst das Allerdringendste: eine Bescheinigung fiir die beiden
1en @er Tabita-Schule HAPADGARA SETENG UND BAHALEN BAGE,

" :daﬁéw&r ‘die Kosten fiir ihre Hin-und Riickreise nach Deutschland

und auch ihren Gesamtaufenthalt hier tragen werden.

Was nun Bruder Kof wund Eckart betrifft, so fiiyge ich die von Ihnen
erbetenen Peraonalangaben bei. Ich glaube, daB wir ihre Einreise
nach Indien gleichzeitig von beiden Enden her anpacken sollten.
Ich werde darum sehr bald bei der indischen Botschaft in Bonn
einen entsprechenden Antrag stellen.

Anders ist es mit Schwester Ursula ¥. Lingen, die wir nun doch
zuerst zur Ausbildung nach England geschickt haben. Wir werden erst
in 1 Jahr sawéit aein, daﬁ 8ie nach Indien einreisen kann.

Ieh frﬁue mich sehr darﬁber, daf Bie schreiben, daB die beiden
Schwestern AnniDiller und Hedwig Schmidt solange bleiben wollen,

bis die beiden Schwestern Hepadgara Seteng und Baholen Bage aus
Deutschland zuriickgekehrt sind. Bedeutet das, dap wir jetzt nach
keiner anderen deutschen Lehrerin fir die Tabita-Schule suchen sollen?
Sie schrieben in Ihrem Brief vom Dezember 1956, daB noch "another

lady for the Tabita-school" herauskommen sollte. Auch die Schwestern
Anni Diller und Hedwig Schmidt teilten mir mit, daB8 Schw. Anni Diller
friher als Schw. Hedwig Schmidt nach Dyetschland zuriickzukehren be-
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beabsichtige. Wir sollten darum eine deutsche Schwester an die
Stelle von Anni Diller schicken, damit sie noch durch Schw. Hedwig
Schmidt in die Arbeit eingefithrt werden ktnne. Es scheint, daB8 in
diesem Punkt eine Anderung cingetreten ist; ich wére Ihnen aber
sehr dankbar, wenn Sie mir gelegentlich dariiber etwas schreiben
wollen. —
Zusammenfassend mtchte ich sagenj; daB es jetzt zunichst amf die
Ausreise der beiden DBriider KloB und Eckart und um die Einreise der
beiden Schwestern Hapadgara if und Bahalen Bage geht. Alle
anderen Fmagen konnen spiter verhandelt werden. '

Ich danke Ihnen, daB Sie uns die Termine fiir die nichste Vollsitzung
des Church Council und fiir die Mahasabha angegeben haben. Ich wérde
Jezt sobald wie moglich unser Kuratoriumg zusammenrufen, damit wir
ein Wort der briiderlichen Verbundenheit, aber auch der gegenseitigen
Verantwortung vor Gott fiir die Kirche in Chotanagpur schreiben kdnnen

Und nun danke ich Ihnen endlich auch fiir Ihren letzten Brief, in dem
Sie uns von Threm Vetter Mr. Notrott Kerketta schreiben. Sowohl
Bruder Symanowski wie auch ich werdden Ihrem Vetter jede Hilfe zuteil
werden lassen. BEs wire fiir uns aber wichtig, wenn er uns einmal
schreiben wollte, ob er sich schon einen Studienplan fiir Deutschland
gemacht habe. Ich werden ihm dann gern mit Rat und Tat zur Seite
stehen.

' Und nun nochmals herzliche Entschuldigung fiir mein langes Schweigen.

Alle Fragﬁa?%ﬁischen uns und Thnen noch offenstehen, werde ich sehr

bald beantworten. Nur eins will ich jdet schon offiziell mitteilen.

Br. Saban Surin hat am 21. Janmar auch den zweiten Teil seines
Examens, Philosophie und Ethik, bestanden. Damit ist sein Studium

zum AbschluB gekommen. Er erhielt fiir seine Leistungen im Examen die
Gesamtzensur "gut". AuBerdem wird ihm bescheinigt, daB er durch diese
Priifung dieselben Kenntnisse nachgewiesen hat, die fiir den Degree-
titel Master of Theology nttig sind. Auch Bruder Bage geht nun mit
letzter Kraft an seine Arbeit und an =in miindliches FExsmen heran.

Er hat es sehr viel schwerer asl Saban Surin, und darum bitten wir
Sie zu verstehen, daB beide Briider zur Mahasabha noch nicht erscheinen
konnen. Wir haben aber fiir beide ein Schiff ab Genua fir den Monat
Juni gebucht. Auch an Frau Bage habe ich einen Brief geschrieben und
sle gebeten, diese letzte Verzdgerung zu verstehen. Ich bitte such
Sie und das C.C. der Verlingerung des Aufenthalts beider Briider Ihr

P




freundliches Versténdnis und Ihre Zustimmung zusschenken.

Mit den herzlichsten briiderlichen GriiBen
Ihr

Bescheinigung.

Die GoBner-Mission in Berlin-Friedenau, Handjerystr. 19/20, gibt

hiermit die Versicherung ab, daB sie fiir die beiden Lehrerinnen
der Tabita-Schule in Govindpur, Prov. Bihar, HAPADGARA und
BAHALEN BAGE die Passagekosten fir die Hin-und Riickreise von

Indien nach Deutschland und zuriick sowie die gesamten Aufenthalts-

kosten in Deutschland iibernimmt.

Eepir attilo-rriiym
der

GoBnerschen NMissionsgesellschaft

Berlin-Friedenau, 7.2. 1957




Tanuary 30,1957,

~ From : My, N,l.Horo, ! ey
! ' Secretary : - it
G. B L. Church, Ranchi., _iElngeg;?rEE%Tés}
L3 : am i

To : Dr, H.,Lokies, jerledigt——— o !

e Director, Ry _ /
| Gossner Mission Society,

Berlin-Friedenau,

Pastor Horst Symanowsky,
Gossner Haus,
Eleonorenstr -64,,
MainZ-Kastel.

Dear Brothers @

I was looking forward for an opportunity to write you with

a special request; and that is thist that my cousin brother
Mr, Notrott Kerketta,B.Sc,,(Electric) is desirous of going
abroad for further training, and he was actually trying to
obtain a government scholarship for this purpose.,lt seems
that no govt, help X will be available in the near future,
and so he has requested me to help him in any way I could,
"I thought of wrting to you both with a view to esplore poss-
ibilities, if any.I have given him your addresses and he will
write to you what he wants, e et

Mr, Kerketta is a yougman and a married one,He has one child,
He comes of 2 respectable family; his father being one of the
oldest teachers in the service of the Gossner church.He is a
graduate of the Patna University,Bihar(India)., He is now an
employee of the State of Bihar in the Public Worke Department,
He is there for the last fiveryearsi"His carger during his
college daye was brilliant.He is a very capable engineer and
is at present holding a very responsible and key posi tion,

ohi, o - B 12 " 5'_ 3

.~ I think that you can help him by  furnishing him necess x5 A
' ormations that he may requirey for which, he will writir{oi;gu'
. I have asked him to arrange for his journey expemses, unless of A
.~ course,some other help is eemirg forthcoming, I dé"'ﬁét thd o e
thet we as the church can help send our people for such techni-
cal training abroad when our finances are nod' sound at' Tasgs: '
-for the present, < T )

Mr., Kerketta is knowmn to -Brog' Bage and Si 1’;. s , it o £
them, 1 trust that yow will let hin kno%e’pé’gaibi‘fﬁfﬁirm“’t“ s
he can avail himgelf of., : at

lany greetings to you both and to your families.

Yours Iirofﬁeriy in Cnr_ist." :- =

i -

{*‘T"‘bq,'\&-‘? ‘
( N- E.HOI'o. J

b

Cq O.QEOtmtt Kerketta.
-Hﬁ“’?ﬁ Mgineer,P.W. D, ,
- hamga azaribg Bihar
‘.:IHBIA. _D. ghr ar,
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Gossner Lvangelical lutheran Church in Chotanagpur & Assam.

Refs No./d /=53 /57,c.C.-33. G,E.L. Church Compound,Ranchs.
| The 29th January,1957.

From Secretary- lr.N.E.Horo,B.A.,

The undermentiongd'document is forwarded to Rev.Hanukh
Minz now in Germany worki under the Gossner Mission Society
(Kuratorium) ~nd (2) the“Kuratorigm,Gossner Mission Society,Berlin

and (3) the Treasurer,G.3,L,Church,Ranchi for infgprmation and
needful. lzi:;d o
A9 )
Secretary,
G.BE.L.Church, Bagﬂi .
......... b e 3
Sty g R

Extract from the minutes of the C.C.Executive Committee held
from 5th to 8th December, 1858,
X X X X X X X X

14, PFinsnce. (8)Provident Fund of Rev.Hanukh Minz.

Rev.Hanukh Minz will be allowed Manager's contribution on the
scale of salary he was getting while in the Cossner Church even | 54
he contributes on the salary he is getting from the Kuratorium.But
if the Kuratorium pays the Manager's contribution in full on the
scale of salary now he is getting from the Kuratorium the Church
Council will have no objection. In this case, then,the Church will
not pay its contribution.

X X X X X X X
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" No, L 4/57-CC-"78, e~

N. E. HORO
SECRETARY.

-
GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCV
COUNCIL OF THE G. E L, CHURCH #

RANCHI, BIHAR,

/w q January 8,1957,
2 .

- A Ve, g S P T T .5 - ‘T
Dr, Hans Lokies, e e Bk e
Director, ¥ =INgUeTaing /
Gossner Mission Society, HEER By ¢
Berlin-TFriedenan, —L5—JAN165"

Many tonanks for your kind letter of
December 14,1956 and the good wishes you sent to me and
- to my family, It is God's providence that Dr, Bigchoff &
‘ family could sail out from Germany well in time, The frei.-
ghter "Lindfele", I gather from papers, is arriving at
Calcutta on 25 th, January,We shall be happy to have him
here.I believe that they were and are safe throughout the
long tedious journey,

The trouble in our church has not eased,
You must have received some informations from Bro,Borutta
about the recent situation,On 9 th, December, on the day
of harvest festival here, there was an apprehension of the
breach of peace and we had but to take help of the police,
Now the matter is pending before the local magistrate, The
next date is 12 th, inst,lt is not a case as is usually
supposedFrom our side we never wanted to go to the court
but situation was made such that we were forced to seek
help of the government officers,

You probably know that we made a last
attempt to settle up by inviting them for discussions on
7 th, Dec '56,1 am again suggesting and we officers have
agreed to invite them again for a discussion on one of thege
days,In the meantime they are creating much trouble in the
congregations outside, We have to devote much time on thig
matter and most of our office works are suffering,However,
we are confident that a solution will be found out now or
to-morrow, Tue dissenters pretty well know tnatyd they are
mistaken and they cannot go thne second mile dwd,it has bec-
ome very hard and humilisting for them to Teturn back, They
are at the crossroad,They are taking time to see their game
over,

Dear Brother Lokies,

We are convening the next Mshasasbha to
meet from March 25 th, to 28 th, ,1957, The 11 Church Counci

session Will be from March st, %23 rq, 19 ese will be

after the Generel Elections in Indfa are over, *e are expect-

ing vr, Sovik and Prof Freytag to visit us in February orh)n...f‘
ipr¥l, We want them to attend tne Mahassbha, 1f they can,




. -2-

We shall try to show them our work in the congregations,

We are very pleased to know that Bro, Surin has
done excellently well in hie exams, Our heartfelt thanks
goes to him and to the Gossner Mission Soclety and all those
who in various ways have contributed towards his success,
We hope similar things for Bro, Bage too,

With many christians greetings

I am Yours sincerely,

hvereg.s7

-
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- May I know if you have already submitted applications for

GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

N. E. HORO o
ggcggu;}'r. No. 2,. e /5'?-00-78. COUNCIL OF THE G. E L. CHURCH

RANCHI, BIHAR,

Jamary 8,1957,.

Dr, Hans Lokies, _ \9‘ e e _
B e hatery, | FodeOa it
ssner Migsion Society, Al i |
Berlin-Friedenau, e | 8mM - 36 JAN 180/ -
Dear Brother Lokies, i T e e

I am addressing this letter to you in continuation of mine
of Vecember 20,1956 (No,2763/56) In that letter I said that
the G,E.L.Church Counecil invites Brothers Eckart,Kloes and
Sister Ursula Von Lingen,I sent you extracts from the C.C,
Fxecutive meeting dated 5-8 th, Dec,1956, I am again sending
you in separate papers those resolutions which you require
at the time of applying for visas in favour of the above o

Bros, Eckart and Kloss to the Indian Fmbassy at Bonn for their
entry in to India or do you want us to apply here.Last time
in the case of Bro, Bishoff the application originated at
your end, We supported the epplication through the National
Christian Council,

Kindly favour me with the following particulars regarding Baos,
Eckart and Klose : their full names and addresses, age, dates
and places of birth and general and paxt¥® special qualifi-
cations, The names and other particulars of their wives and
children may also be given, Mhanks, This is required for ans-
wering the questionnaire of the N,C.C which will be requested
to move the Indian Government here for allowing entry of the
two missionaries and their wives and children,

Regarding the two ladies invited to Germany i their 1

have already been submitted to quﬂwrltieayfor passpggg ;:&ation
visas,Kindly send a letter saying that the cost of their ed-
ucation and stay in CGermany will be borne by the Gossner Migsgion
Thanks, Sisters Diller and Schmidt informed us that they are
willing to stay here until these two ladies return from Cer-
many, We shall be writing you shortly regarding other matters,

With many good wishes in the service of the Loxd,
Yours sgincerely,

M Qas



An extract from the minutes of the meeting of the
Executive Committee of the G.E.L.Church,Ranchi,dated the
5th December,1956.

—_—

9, Matters from the Kuratorium of the Gossner Mission
Society :=

Secretary Mr.Horo placed his written report before thed
| house which he had read before the Kuratorium in October 19,
1956 (see appendix). He also gave a verbal explanation of the
talks he had with Dr.Eékies,Dr.Lokies' letter dt. — was
also placed for consideration.
(a) A Missionary to replace Rev.H.F.Borutta,
Neted that missignary Rev,H.F.Borutta is returning back to
Germany early in 1958. A missionary in his place is requested to
take up the work in the joint mission Board.
e that Rev. Eckert of the Gossner mission Society,
Berlin be invited to replace missionary Rev.H.F.Borutta in the
oint Mission Board's work of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran
hurch in Chotanagpur and Assam (India) who returns back to
Germany in 1958 for good, and that Missionary Eckert should make
. it a point to arrive in fndia early in 1957. It is further re~
solved to request the Gossner Mission Society,Berlin to make all
necessary arrangements for the sending out of missionary Eckert
into India.
(b) Theological Professor for the Lutheran Theological College,
Ranchi in place of Dr.G.Schultz :
Noted that Dr.G.Schultz a missionary Professor of the
Lutheran Theological College Ranchi has returned back to Germany
in April 1956 for good. A German Lutheran Theologieaid” is needed
in his place who will also teach language like greek,Hebrew,
Latin and German which is essential for the teaching of general
Lutheran Theology and research work,

Resolved that we invise Rev.P.Kloss through the Gossasr ———
Mission Society, Berlin to replace Dr,Schultz in the Lutheran
Theological College Ranchi in order to teach among other things
foreign languages like Greek,Hebrew,Latin and German,

(e) Need of a German Scheyester in the mission Hospital Amgaon,

It was psinted out that a German Schewester is needed to

A s help the present staff in the Mission Hospital at Amgaon(Urissa)
: Resolved to invite Schéwester Ursula vonlingen of the
Gossner Mission Society, Berlin, to join the staff of the mission
Hospital at Amgaon in Orissa. The Gossner Mission Society be
requested to arrange for her sending out to India,
(d) Industrial expert for the Gossner.church:

Noted that Mr.N.E.,Horo proposed to the Kuratorium of the
Gossner Mission Society for the sending out to India in the
Gossner Ghurch of an industrial expert . £

The Kuratorium suggested submission of a detailed plan
in respect of the Economic Yevelopment plan of the CYhurch and
assured to find out a suitable man in this connexion,

(e) Noted that the Kuratorium /Gossner Mission Society, would
like to invite an Indian Pastor in place of Rev, Hanuk Minz,

and two Theological Students after Messrs Bage and Surin return
from Germany.

(f) President Tiga informed the House that Director Dr.M.Porkson
of the Schleswig-Holstein Mission Society, introduced Pastor John
Gaus, an American who wants to come out to India as a missionary,
Resoi?ed that correspondence be made with Director Dr, M.Porkson
suggesting to him that if Pastep John Gaus wants to come out %o
India he should do so through the Gossner Mission Society.

e e————————

' Einge ongenl : (,,..w

AN 1957 . S
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g gm'-' F ' L by

N.E. HORO _ GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Secretary. : Council of the G.E.L,CHURCH

RANCHI, BIHAR. INDIA.

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE G¢.BE.L.CHURCH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 5-8,1956.

- MITEM-9 (£): ,
President Tiga informed the house that Director Dr.M. Por ks on

of the Schleswig-Holstein Miesion Society, introduces Pastor John
Gaues , an American who wants to come out to India as a missionary.

RESOLVED that correspondence be made with Director Dr.M.Porkson
suggesting to him that if Pastor John Gaus wants to come
out to India he should do so through the Gossner Mission

Society."
(IR R R RN RN NN ]
Certified to be N.E. Hor o, 9.1.57
true copy. Secre ’
JudoP, Tiga . G+E.L.Church in Chotanagpur and Assam,
9.1.57 RANCHI.




Copy.

GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHOTANAGPUR AND ASSAM, RANCHI.

Ranchi the Jan, 1957.
@ ro. 23/57

The undermentioned documents are forwarded to Dr. Hans Lokies,
Director, Gossner Mission Society, Berlin-Friedenau, Handjerystr.19/20
for information and necessar acgion.

N.E, HorT'o 9 9157

Secretary
Documents enclosed: G.E.L.Church, Ranchi.
1) Extract from the C.C.Executive minutes d/-5-8Dec,1956.,
Item -9 (a)
2 do do do Item 9-(b
3 do do do Item 9-
4 do do do Item 9-(f

L B B N B O B
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beiterbezirken, wie Neukdlln, Spandau und Reinickendorf, lagen, zeigte

den echten volksmissionarischen Charakter dieses Weges. Wenn eine Kirche

mit Recht meint, evangelische Kindergdrten unterhalten zu miiesen, dann soll-
te sie auch ausser einem evangelischen Gymnasium einige Grund- und Oberschu-
1en verschiedener Art filir notwendig halten, um deutlich zu machen, dass ihr

Erziehungswille sich auf alle Volkskreise richtet, nicht nur auf eine diinne

Bildungsschicht.

Dass diese 5 Schulen mit heute 48 Klassen, 1.526 Kindern und 53 Lehrern
einem lebhaften Bediirfnis evangelischer Elternkreise entsprechen, beweist
die Tatsache, dass in steigendem Umfange mehr Kinder angemeldet wurden als
aufgenommen werden konnten., Ostern 1954 konnten von allen 5 evangelischen
Schulen nur 274 Schulanfiénger eingeschult werden gegeniiber 461 Anmeldungen.
Allein in Weukdlln mussten 135 Kinder zuriickgewiesen werden! Bedenkt man dem-
gegeniiber, dass es in Westberlin 7 katholische Privatschulen gibt, die teil=
weise bis zu 50% von evangelischen Kindern besucht werden, und dass die sehr
angesehene private Waldorf-Schule wohl iiberwiegend von evangelischen Schiillern
besucht wird, so kann es sich die Evangelische Kirche einfach nicht leisten,
ihre % Schulen eingehen zu lassen. Es wire zu fiirchten, dass ein grosser Teil
unserer Kinder nach katholischen Schulen abwandern wiirde. Eine Schliegsung
oder ein Abstossen unserer 5 evangelischen Schulen, die in 6 Jahren segens-
reicher Arbeit einen guten Ruf erworben haben, wdre nicht zu verantworten.
Mit Rocht schrieb Superintendent a.D. Pf. Friedrich vor einem Jahr, als diese
Schulen bedroht schienen: "Es wire fiir weiteste Kreise in der Offentlichkeit
unverstidndlich, wenn ein so verheissungsvoll begonnenes Werk plétzlich abge-
brochen wiirde." ;

Eine andere Frage ist, welchen Umfang ein evangelisches Schulwesen haben darf,
am die finanziellen Krdfte einer Kirche nicht zu tiberfordern und nicht andere
ebenso wichtige kirchliche Aufgaben zu geféhrden. Der Aufbau der evangelischen
Sehulen muss in Riicksicht auf die Finanzkraft der Kirche so begrenzt werden,
dass er auf die Dauer tragbar erscheint. Wir miissen endlich aus dem Improvi-
sieren, aus dem unsicheren Tasten von Jahr zu Jahr, dem "Moratoriumszustand"
heraus, weil Schulkanzlei und Schulen von dem quélenden Zweifel befreit wer-
den miissen, ob und inwieweit die Kirchenleitung die 5 Schulen aufbauen und
tragen will. Nur bei einer klaren Vorstellung von dem endgiiltigen Aufbau
unseres kirchlichen Schulwesens ist ein Arbeiten auf weite Sicht moglich.

Die Sehulkanzlei unterbreitet deshalb der Kirchenleitung einon Plan ™%
einem klaren, organischen, rationellen Aufbau der 5 Schulen, der sogar hin-
ter dem zuriickbleibt, was 1948 urspriinglich geplant war und hoffentlich die
finanzielle Kr‘ der Kirche nicht iibersteigt, z ! von Jahr su Jahr mit
asteigegden Staavszuschiissen gerechnet werden dar‘;’
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Dear Brother Tigayietooc' stwe?

54 Thank you very much for your letter of February 8th, I will hasten
$o answer it. o

‘1, We have heard that Brother Bischoff has arrived in Caleutta with
his wife and was fetched by Brother Borutta and his wife. We hope

“'the duty-affairs have been arranged satisfactorily. In the meantime
Brother Bischoff will have arrived in Ranchi and ve been introduced
into the service of the Gossner Chureh, and we pray God that he bless
Brother Bischoff's work in the Gossmer Church.

2. In my last letter to Mr. Horo I wrote that we were very much
looking forward to the arrival of the two school-mistresses of the
Tabita~School, Seteng Hapadgara and Bahalen Bage. I have also sent
Mr, Horo & statement saying that the Gossner Mission will pay all
costs of the voyage here and back to India, as well as the costs of
their stay in Germany.

iy XSy, 'n the meanwhile Dr. Birkeli in Geneva had already sent 3,000 Rs. .'for

: 'of the two, but untﬁrtunatelirto the account of Brother
* Sehultz, I immediately wrote to Dr.Birkeli and asked him to
" transfer the sum to the account of Brother Borutts. The sum will arriwe

~w. dn short time. I am writing to Brother Borutta asking him to forward

1% to you. I shall also ask him to provide the teachers with & suffi-
_ t sum for their expemses on board. We would be glad if the teachers

f‘H ~1f possible arrived in Germany in the hot period, i.e. about Ju

August. I hope they will get paseages for that date. Ve propose that

the two Indian sisters go to Meins-Kastel first. Our sisters Anni Dil-
ler and Hedwig Schmidt will inform Brother Symanowski about the date
of zheir arrival and give to our Indian sisters all instructions they
need.

3« As to Miss Bodra, she is welcome to us after she has finished her
studies In England, and we are willing to pag the expenses of her
8ls and her stay in Germany. Please,let her kmow this and ask her

%o et us early. We are eager to show her something of Church Life
" in Germany. Do you think she would agree to talk before the women and

youth of our congregations? AlSS in schools? I would be grateful if

you would agk her that, t00s i

4+ And mow the most importent thing: the present trouble in the

Gossner Church. Dear Brother Tiga, you camnot imsgine how sad all

clergymen and congregations in Germany who love the Gossner Church

are about the quarrels and factions in the Indian eongregations. Ve

P God that he restore unity und peace among you in the Mahasabha.,

We hope that the presence of Dr, Sovik will contribute to this. Our

Kuratorium will send the Mahasalha its greetings and blessings. I have

heard that the congregations in Ostfriesland, in Westfalen and Berlin

?.T7.0,

Limn
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Dear Brother Tigajexsorin gxund

Thank you very much for your letter of February 8th. I will hasten
to answer it.

1. We have heard that Brother Bischoff has arrived in Calcutta with
his wife and was fetched by Brother Borutta and his wife. We hope
the duty-affairs have been arranged satisfaétorily. In the meantime

" Brother Bischoff will have arrived in Ranchl and have been introduced
into the service of the Gossner Church, anfl we pray God that he bless
" Brother Bischoff's work in the Gossner Church.

2, In my last letter to Mr. Horo I wrote that we were very much
looking forward to the arrival of the two school-mistresses of the .
Tabita-3¢hool, Seteng Hapadgara and Bahalen Bage. I have also sent
Mr. Horo a statement saying that the Gossner Mission will pay all
coats of the voyage here and back to India, as well as the costs of
their stay in Germany. '

In the meanwhile Dr, Birkeli in Geneva had already sent 3.000 Rs. for
. the passage of the two, but unfortunately to the account of Brother
Ginther Schultz, I immediately wrote to Dr.Birkeli and asked him to
transfer the sum to ‘the account of Brother Borutta. The sum will arfiw
in short times I am writing %o Brother Borutta asking him to forward
it to you. I shall also ask him to provide the teachers with a suffi-
cient sum for their expenses Oh board. We would be glad if the teachers
if possible arrived in Germany in the hot period, i.e. about July/
August. 1 hope they will get Eaaaages for that date. We propose that
the two Indian sisters go #0 Maoinz-Kastel first. Our sisters Anni Dil-
ler and Hedwig Schmidt will inform Brother Symanowski about the date
of their arrival and give to our Indlan sisters all instructions they
I!llﬁ- ; ik : Rtk - (b

5.'15 to Miss . she is welcome to us after she has finished h
studies in W and we are willing to ¥¢ the expenses of her ik
travels an@d her stay in Germany. Please,le -ger know this and ask her

to contaet us early. Ve are eager to show her something of Church Life
in Germany. Do you think she would agree to talk before the women and
| youth of our congregations? Alse in schools? I would be grateful if
“you would ask her that, %oo. : L fe.
g i oY OREER R e dV Y
4, And now the most important thingi the present trouble in the .
Gossner Churehs Dear Brother Tiga, Jou cannot imagine how sad all

clergymen and congregations in Germany who love the Gossner Church
are about the quarrels and faction8 {n the Indlan congregations. We
pray God that he restore unity and peece among you in the Mahasabha.
We hope that the presence of Dr, Sovik will contribute to this. Our
Kuratorium will semnd the Mahasabha 1%s greetings and blessings. I have
‘heard that the congregations in Ostfriesland, in Westfalen and Berlin

PoToOt
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" also intend to 3 nﬁ grutingu. Here in our Berlin church, we shall

for ‘thé ‘Malidsdbha in our congregations. From this you can
ler with what interest we are noconpa.nying the ounta in the
ogener Church. For the things that are n Ranch

D ST j{‘]’
Chotanagpur do not happen in 8 eyes O ¢ 11 ok
.uasion-griends and congrega tﬁw 5: H' or & Jun? ’;'
;tara have prayed for the. niuiamo Randlt:l b tanag %
Please, let the members of the Church Council 5 and et
all brethren from us and entreat them to do e =
n:lght to serve the oausi of peace in the Ohurnh. N abbnl

Im greetings to you from
‘Yours sincerelyp!T rodiond weel .
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Dear Brother Tiga! ; :
{ Thank you very much for your letter of Febr.8th. I will hasten to
A answer it. E s
1 1. We have heard that Bruther Bischoff has arrived in Calecutta with
) his wife and was fetched by Brother Borutta. and his wife. We hope
the duty-affairs hawe beem arramged satisfactorily . In the mean-
time Brother Bischoff will have arrived in Ranchi and have been in-—
! troduced into-the service of the Gossner Church, and we pray God
) that he bless Brother Bischoffs work in the Gossner Church.

2e In my last letter to Mr. Horo I wrote that we were very much
looking forward to the mrrival of the two school-mistresses of the
Tabita-Schgol Seteng Hapadgara and Bahalen Bage . I have also sent
Mr. Horo a9xnxxif a statement saying that the Gossner Missiom will
pay all costs of the voyage here and back to India, as well as the
\cost of their stay in Germany,

In the meanwhile Dr. Birkelvin Geneva had already sent 3.000 Rs
for the pasgage of the two, but unfortunatly to the account of
rother Giintér Schulz. I immediately wrote to Dr. Birkeli and asked
him to transfer the sum to the Aceount of Brother Borutta. The msim)
will arrive \remeivextkexsmm in short time. I am writing to Brother Borutta askér

im to forward xmexsmmxtamxysm it to you. I shall also ask him to
ovide the teachers with a sufficient sum for their expenses ony
poard. We would be glad if the teachers if possible/arrived in Ger-

y in the hot period, i.e. pbout July/August. I hope they will
t passages for that d teﬁLﬁi‘.&"M A

As to Miss Bodra -d-weteome—hor-hore after she has finished
er studies in England, and we are willing to pay the empenses of
hgr travels and her stay in Germany. Please let her know this and
asik her to contact us early. We are eager to show her something of |
hurch Life in Germany. Do you think she would agree to talk kR
efore the women and youth of our congregations? , al%o in schoole?
Itwould be grateful if you would ask her thaﬁ’too.

» And now the most important thing¢ the present trouble in the
.. Gjossner Church. Dear Brother Tiga, you cannot imagine how sad all
lergymen and congregations in Germany who love the Gossner Church,
re about the guarrel and factionsin the Indian congregations. We
- pray God that he restore unity and peace among you in the Mahasabha.
We hope that the presence of Dr.Sovik will contribute to this. Our
( Kuratorium will send the Mahasabha its greetings and blessings. I
{ have mi=mwm heardrﬁhat the congregations in Ostfriesland, in Westfalen
and Berlin also ¢ntf##d to send greetings. Here in our Berlin Church

- ghe YPE or the Mahasabha in our congregationsg v : .

' Sheeek—mag gagine, From this you can gather
fuk¥owing (the events in the Gossner Churché
aceompanyin anchi & otanagpura o

with what interest we ar
fx‘ the things that are h

I &

n seeret , but under the eyes of dl11 Mission-friends and congre—
gations in Germany which flor a hundred years have prayed for the
mission-work in Ranchi and Chota Nagpur. Please let the members of
the CC know thig and greet_all brethren from us and entreat them
to_do_everything)whieh—meay [serve the cause of peace in the Church

their might® / . ?u~

s

§ _ Warm greetings to you
A from.

| Gos%féi’r"""d’

yours sincerely

Mission™
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Lieber Bruder Tiga! 7‘/27_3 i (b e

Haben Sie meinen herzlichsten Dank fiir Thren Brief vom 8.2,

Ich beeile mich, darauf zu antwortenii

1.

Wi/ haben die Nachricht erhalten, daB Bruder Bischoff mit seiner
Frau in Kalkutta eingetroffen ist und von Bruder Borutta und
seiner Frau abgeholt wurde. Wir hoffen, daB die Zollfrage eine
gute Losung gefunden hat. Inzﬁischen wird Bruder Bischoff
sicher in Ranchi eingetroffen und von Ihnen in den Dienst der
GoBnerkirche ilibernommen worden sein. Wir bitten zu Gott, daB
er den Dienst unseres Bruder Bischoff in der GoBnerkirche
segnen moge.
Ich schrieb in meinem letzten Brief an Mr. Horo, daB wir der
Ankunft der beiden Lehrerinnen an der Tabita-Schule, Seténg
Hapadgara und Bahalen Bage mit groBer Freude entgegensehen.
Eine Bescheinigung_daruber, daB die GoBnermission alle Fahrt-
kosten von Indien hierhé; und ﬁuruck und auch die gesamten
Kosten wdhrend ihres Aufenthaltes in Deutschland ﬁbernimmt,
habe ich bereits an Bruder Horo gesandt.

inzwischen waren auch 3.000 Rupisi{von Dr. Birkeli in Genf
flir die Schiffspassage der beiden Lehrerinnen abgeschickt wor-
den, leider auf das Konto von Sruder Giinther Schultz. Ich habe
Dr. Birkeli umgehend gebeten, den Betrag auf das Kontg¥on
Bruder Borutta zu iliberweisen. Der Betrag wird in der nichsten
Zeit dort eintreffen. Ich schreibe noch einmal an Bruder
Borutta, daB er diese Summe an Sie weiterleitet. Auch werde ich
ihn bitten, einen ausreichenden Betrag, den die beiden Lehrerin-
nen fiir ihre Reise g%@??brdgeld usw. brauchen, zur Verfiigung

zu stellen, Wir wilrden uns freuen,wenn die beiden indischen

-

Lehrerinnen méglichst noch in der heifen Zeit in Deutschland

ankédmen, also etwa im Juli/August. Hoffentlich bekommen sie

dafiir noch Schiffsplitze.




“Oa

Bedirov

3. Wan Miss N. Qgii!g betrifft, so wiirden wir uns freuen, wenn |
Studiums in England
sie uns nach Abschlu ihres ExgXamdxiudiums besuchen wiirde.
Wir sind gerne bereit, die ihr in Deutschland entstehenden
Reise~ und Aufenthaltskosten zu iibernehmen. Ich bitte Sie,
ihr das mitzuteilen und sie zu bitten, day sie sich rechtzeitig
mit mir in Verbindung setzt. Es liegt uns sehr daran, ihr etwas

vom kirchlichen Leben in DeutscHand zu zeigen. Ob sie bereit

wére, auch in unseren Gemeinden vor Frauee)uﬂﬁ vor der Jugend

— m———

ép sprechen/und auch in Schuleﬁ?‘Ich wédre Ihnen dankbar, wenn

.|’

Sie sie danach befragen wollten.

be Und nun kommt das wichtigste: die gegenwirtige Not der GoBner-

kirche. Sie kUnnen sich, lieber Bruder Tiga, garnicht vorstellen
wie traurig alle Pastoren und Gemeinden hier in Deutschland,
die die GoBSnerkirche liebhaben, iiber den Streit und die Spaltung

=L in den indischen Yemeinden sind. Wir bitten zu Gott, daB die

llahasabha der Kirche den Frieden und die Einheit zuriickschenkén
mochte. Moge dazu auch die Anwesenheit von Dr. Sovik viel
beitragen. Unser Kuratorium wird der Mahasabha einen GruB und
Segenswunsch senden. Ich hdre aber, daB auch die Gemeinden in
Ostfriesland, in Westfalen und in Berlin ein briiderliches Wort
an die Synode seh%ékéﬁywerden. Hier in der Berliner Kirche

wird flr die Mahasabha in den Gemeinden gebetet werden. Dazu

wird in unserem Kirchenblatt aufgerufen. Sie sehen daraus, wie

gespannt wir auf die Ereignisse in der GoBnerkirche blicken.
Was dort in Ranchi und Chotanagpur geschieht, geschieht

nicht in der Verborgenheit, sondern unter den Augen aller Mis-

sionsfreunde und -gemeinden in Deutschland, die seit 100 Jahren
fir die Missionsarbeit in Ranchi und Chotanagpur beten. Ich
bitte Sie, das alles auch im Church Council zu.sagen, alle
Briider von uns zu griiBen und sie zu bitten, daB sie alles tun

mochten, was zum ‘rieden der Kirche dient,

N | Pt ey Mit den herzlichsten briiderlichen GriiBen Ihr
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Lieber Bruder Tiga!

Haben Sie meinen herzlichsten Dank fiir Ihren Brief vom 8.2.‘
Ich beeile mich, darauf zu antwortens
l. Wi haben die Nachricht erhalten, da8 Bruder Bischoff mit seiner

Frau in Kalkutta eingetroffen ist und von Bruder Borutta und |
seiner Frau abgeholt wurde. Wir hoffen, daB die Zollfrage eine |
gute LOsung gefunden hat. Inzwischen wird Bruder Bischoff
sicher in Ranchi eingetroffen und von Ihnen in den Dienst der
GoBnerkirche libernommen worden sein. Wir bitten zu Gott, daB
er den Dienst unseres Bruder Bischoff in der GoSnerkirche
segnen mbge.
Ich schrieb in meinem letzten Brief an Mr. Horo, da8 wir der
Ankunft der beiden Lehrerinnen an der Tabita-Schule, Seteng
Hapadgara und Bahalen Bage mit groBer Freude entgegensehen.
Eine Bescheinigung dariiber, da8 die GoBnermission alle Fahrt-
kosten von Indien hierher und zuriick und auch die gesamten
Kosten widhrend ihres Aufenthaltes in Deutschland ibernimmt,
habe ich bereits an Bruder Horo gesandt.

dinzwischen waren auch 3.000 Rupis von Dr. Birkeli in Genf

fiir die Schiffspassage der beiden Lehrerinnen abgeschickt wor-

den, leider auf das Konto von Bruder Giinther Schultz. Ich habe
Dr. Birkeli umgehend gebeten, den Betrag auf das Kontd?on
Bruder Borutta zu tiberweisen. Dér Betrég wird in der nichsten
Zeit dort eintreffen. Ich gchreibe noch einmal an Bruder
Borutta, daB er diese Summe an Sie weiterleitet. Auch werde ich
ihn bitten, einen ausreighemden Betrag, den die beiden Lehrerin-
se als Bordgeld usw. brauchen, zur Verfiigung

""Ftr wurden uns freuen,wenn die beiden indischen
Beﬁrerinneﬂ'mﬁglichst noch in der heifSen Zeit in Deutschland
ankémen, also etwa im Juli/August. Hoffentlich bekommen sie
dafir noch Schiffsplidtze.
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Was Mies N. \ﬁodra betrifft, so wiirden wir uns freuen, wenn
Studiums in England

sie uns nach AbschluB8 ihres EagXamdsiudimms besuchen wiirde.

Wir sind gerne bereit, die ihr in Deutschland entstehenden

Reise- und Aufenthaltskosten zu iibernehmen. Ich bitte Sie,

ihr das mitzuteilen und sie zZu bitten, daB sie sich rechtzeitig

mit mir in Verbindung setzt. Es liegt uns sehr daran, ihr etwas

vom kirchlichen Leben in Deutscliand zu zeigen. Ob sie bereit
wédre, auch in unseren Gemeinden vor Frauer?.u.nt vor der Jugend

Zu spreched und auch in Schnlenf?ich wére Ihnen dankbar, wenn
Sie sie danach befragen wollten. '

Und nun kommt das Wwichtigste: die gegenwirtige Not der Goﬁner-‘
kirche. Sie kbnnen sich, lieber Bruder Tiga, garnicht vorsteller
wie traurig alle Pastoren und Gemeinden hier in Deutschland,

die die GoSnerkirche liebhaben, iiber den Streit und die Spaltung

‘in den indischen Gemeinden sind. Wir bitten zu Gott, daB die

Mahasabha der Kirche den Frieden und die Einheit gzurilickschenkén
mSchte. Msge daszu auch die Anwesenheit von Dr. Sovik viel
beitragen. Unser Kuratorium wird der Mahasabha einen GruB und
Segenswunsch senden. Ich hiore aber, daB auch die Gemeinden in
Ostfriesland, 1§“!§§Ffalen und in Berlin ein briiderliches Wort
an die Synode_anhaokeﬁ werden. Hier in der Berliner Kirche
wird fiir die Mahasabha in den Gemeinden gebetet werden. Dazu
wird in unserem Kirchenblatt aufgérufen. 8ie sehen daraus, wie
gespannt wir auf die Ereignisge in der GoBnerkirche blicken.
Was dort in Ranchi und Chotanagpur geschieht, geschieht

nicht in der Verborgenheit, sondern unter den Augen aller Mis-
sionsfreunde und -gemeinden in Deutschland, die seit 100 Jahren
fur die Missionsarbeit in Ranchi und Chotenagpur beten. Ich
bitte Sie, das alles auch im Church Council su sagen, alle

Briider von uns su griiBen und sie zu bitten, daB sie alles tuﬁ

mchten, was zum frieden der Kirche dient,
. Mit den herzlichsten brilderlichen GriiSen Ihr
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' Rarnchi, the,
The #th, Feby. 1957

The Revd. Br, Hans lokies, _ -
Director, Gossner Mission Society ,.msss=—"" S
FEB. 1957
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Dear Director Lokies,

I thank 7 you very much for your ek
letters bringing greetings for me and others and also
for official informations on various matters . May 1 write
to you as. fodlows :

1, We are indeed very happy to know that iUr, Bischoff &
and his family have or are about to arrive in Calcutta.
Brother Borutta and his memsahiba went to Calcutta on the
2nd. of this month to receive them, We are expectingtzﬁ)
arrive in Ranchi any of these days,

2. I have applied for the, passport for the twgyteachers
of the Tabitha school,namely, Seteng Hapadgara and,Pahalen |
Bdge., It is now already a month,Today I went to the office
of “thesleputy Commissioner to find out the progress made,
Unfortunately these days,all the employees of the Court
are busy with Election affairs and no one was interes-
ted in anything but the papers connected with elections,

Now I must apply for their passage, but for that,j
must have a lettar of assurance for their passage money
either from you or from Rev, Borutta, 1 asked Rev,Borutta
about it but he appears to be quite ignorant about this
and as such he cannot sWand for the money wanted tor the
purpose, May I resouest you to kindly advise me as fo who
will be responsible*for the passage ticket money and for
other incidental charges in connection with their travel
from here to Germany. Further I would like to know when
you want them to arrive in Uermany and to which place

r

in Germany to c¢stop in the first instance. I shall apply

for passage accordinglys
3. Miss S,M.Bodra is finishing her course in England
sometime in the end of July this year, May 1 know if you .

have considered about her visit to Germany and whether
she sheuld first go te you before she sails for home.lhe
L.W.,F,has already set apart a sum of money for her boat
ticket from England to India.If.she goes to Germany she
will need to be paid her travel inside Germany and all
her hospitality charges,
Hoping to hear from you soon and with best
me

wish-sﬁme and Mrs., Tiga.

<o

Yours







Riicksei§e zum Brief Préds.Tiga, Ranchi vom 8.2,57

I think you have heard from Mr,N-E,Horo our Secretary that we are
going to have the Mahasabha meeting on the 25th to 28 th of March
this year. We should be happy to have our two German friends visit
us during that time. Dr.Sovik is visiting us from the 15th to 24th
ds.M#a. The case in the regarding the separat senice " in the
Church by the separatists is fixed for the 11th inst. We made several
attempts to arrive at a compromise bat we have failed because of

their determined attitude to have a separate administration for the

|
Bo—cglled Uraons and so-called north-Zonists.

Let ms hope that God will intervene and things will be set right in
His own way.
With very kindest regards

yours sincerely

gez, Tiga




