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The shrines, important as they were in providing a'
permanent anchorage for neighborhood organization, did not become
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intervening neighborhoods;

therelore,

centers for any lorm of exchange system, No markets grew up around
them, and indeed the idea ol any regular market place was alien o
the Tonga. Visitors to distant shrines might engage in trade with the
people ol the veighborhoods through which they passed, but usually
they were ina hurry to complete theiv mmission and to réturn to 1cme
to their own neighborhood leaders.

Community shrines and their priests provided an organization for
vitual activities and for the regulation of the agricultural work of the
neighborhood, 1 .(:.ul:.-lship in other spheves tell to other men. There
were prophets who spoke under possession by spirits which had some
control over narural phenomena, They could make innovations in
ritual and occasionally command in other fields. There were diviners
who sought to find the cause of misfortune or to predict the entcome
of some meditated action. T'here were men recognized to have power,
either magical or through the gift of some spirit, for success in warfare
or hunting. Any of these men might exert 1c;|r![-rs‘pfp in the aplw re
for which he was noted, though in others he had no special role and
in turn accepted the ‘“"L!‘HH{*LI[ the appropriate L\] serts, inally there -
were the heads of -|n!llt..'5t{:.l([.h, the elders of the community, who
formed an informal council for the settlement of disputes and the
discussion of neighborhood affairs.

Loyu |1\' to a tervitorial group did not extend choml the neighbor-
hood, Though the lu[n_'.i recognized L}mf they al!l spoke a common
Lmumm and shared much the same culture, they saw this as no reason
to outlaw war among themselves, A stranger, although he was recog-
nized as a fellow Tonga, might be considered fair game, and the man
who venturved into an area where he had-no kinsmen or [riends did
so at his own risk, Usually-a neighborhood uried (o maintain rhe
peace with others in its immediate viginity with whose members ity
own residents came in frequent contact, Beyond this range, it might
raid—for grain in a hunger year, for livestock when it seemed "1--
sirable, and for slaves. T'he last became more conunon afer the midi
years of the nineteenth century when the Tonga came into contact
with foreign slave traders from Angola and Mozambique who set
neighborhood against neighborhood and provided a market for the

spoils,
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Where Kinship or “bond friendship” linked men together in a
permanent relationship, they were expected to subordinate their
cupidity to the advantage ol the many other facets ol their long-term
assoctacion. At the same e, it was the obligations of Kinship, the
|

msticution ol bridewealth, and the existence of “hond friendships,”

all of which were mediated through gilts and payments, which pro-
vided much of the meentive behind the circulation of I!__"lJl_}(_!_‘i and
services. Otherwise, men were willing to exchange their possessions
only il they themselves had an immediate need. The Tonga were not
traders at heart. '1'heir ideal was the self-suflicient Family unit which
relied upon outsiders only in an emergency or oy the occasional item

which it could not produce for itsell,

The Ideal of Sel[-Sufficiency.

Subsistence was based on agriculiure, Each family had its own
fields, where it grew the grain and vegetables which formed the staple
diet. This was supplemented by wild produce gathered in the bush
by the wife and by game and fish provided by the husband! In some

areas, livestock provided a substantial contribution to the diet in the
form of milk and butter, but they were valued primarily because of
their utilicy in meeting social obligations or because in an emergency
they could be exchanged lor [ood or other necessities, Stock owners
frequently kept few of their animals by them. Instead they dispersed
their herds by lending animals o Kinsmen, “bond [riends,” and to
others with whom they wished to form al'iances. By so doing they
minimized risk ol loss from raids or epizootics, while at the same time
they retained their vight to vecall their animals when the need arose,
When an aninal was killed, ic was usually for a ceremonial oceasion,
and then the meat was distributed according to set patterns to those
participants who had the right to receive.

Labor for assisting in the clearing of fields and in weeding and
haryesting could be obtained through work parties drawn from the
neighborhood. These were rewarded with beer ora meal, and partici
pants could expect their hosts to give their labor in their turn, Work
parties also assisted in the building of homesteads, though most of the
work fell upon the occnpants.

Local eraltsmen produced most of the tools and utensils required
by the Tonga; althongh they were dependent upon outside sources
for iron, In the distant past, iron may have been smelted locally. In
the nineteenth ceéntury, the Tonga depended upon:traders from
western Northern Rhodesia who imported hoes in return for slaves,
cattle, ivory, or skins, Local craltsmen reworked scraps of old iron
into spears, axes; adzes, and other metal articles. They carved the
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on the alluvial soilsof the Zambezi Plain. Groundnuts did poorly on
the Plain but {lourished in the hills and on the Platean. Certain
species of wild fruit and wild roots had a limited area ol distribution,

3 s : X <
as did some of the medicinal plants, Salt deposits and oulcrops ol red

ochre were found only il a few places. Villages close to sources. ol
oood potting clay produced pottery for areas less well endowed, The
:\':I:u![.-..' .LlL'IlI:i of the !‘|:1'.l':n|.};11_1“'!(-.[ waooden utensils for those who
lived on the treeless portions of the Kalue flats. .

The ideal of sell-sulliciency was therelore only an ideal, but it was
a potent one in determining the wiy in which the Tonga viewed

trade and the way that they conducted 1t.
FHE IMPAGT OF THE EUROPEANS

The coming of the Europeans altered Tonga lile, although the people
of the Plateau were drawn into the main currents ol change more
vapidly than were their compatriots w'hn !;w lu-ln'_n_tl’T_I'elnfﬂ‘u.t1'r‘icr ui'
rugged hills. Explorers veached the region th_u 1850". They found
the Tonga already in touch with Bisa traders in the northwest and
I hrough them they received

with Mambari traders in the southwest,
cloth and other goods brought from the coast, but the traders hacd ar
rived so recently that ivory was still commonly used for posts at thu
local shrines, The {'xirlin't‘.l.ﬂ also found the Tonga in a state ol lr.“ﬂ'!l'_‘lil.
which ended only with the 1890's, for the Tonga's laek ol i;(.‘?!l!";llllf_.‘(l
organization left them fair same to Lozi and .\-ILllf.!-_.:"('IL‘ Wiy parties,
At the end of the nineteenth century the Tonga came under
dritish Administration. This had an immediate impact throughout
the region, for the Administration now ‘_’{l!;L!‘.‘leLL‘L'l! the peace and
provided protection to the traveler. It also sought to develop a new
form of political organization in the form of a hierarchy of chiels
oiven [:ujww' to hold courts and to rule their people. In the late
1980's, the Native Authority system developed to gn'o\mle an organ
for local government. Such chanees affected all the Tonga alike,
wherever they lived, as did the imposition of a head tax payable
annually by m:I\-'cr) able-bodied man, ; _
Other changes centered on the Plateau, When the i{hua_[r:ninl} rail-
way was built in 1906 it cut through the country of the Plateau I'donga.
This, combined with the fertile soils and the absence of tsetse fly and
relatively temperate climate, attracted Kuropean SL'|F!L'!‘.I{_‘I'!L. Blocks
of land on either side of the railway were taken for European farms.
The Tonga were moyed into reserves, Lven in tl.:e most remote
portion of the reseryes, none lived more than 30 to 40 miles from the
vailway and the small trading hamlets which began to grow up along

2
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Zambezi Plain have continued to live a life of sellssufhciency. They

need cash for tax and for a few luxuvies and this they have obtained
over the years through labor migration. In any one year 41 per cent
ol the able-bodied men ave away at work, but tmtil recent yéars they
could brine few goods with them on their retinn, No roads entered
the Valley until 1950-51, The populous Zambezi Plain was 60 miles
or more from the neavest trading stove, a three-day climb over rough
footpaths, which defeated even the bicyele. All transport was upon
the back or head. Cultivators grew tobacco for export, but t!ny
usnally preferved to moye it through “bond |1i{-|1c|~;'1{[')” pacts with
men of trading wibés brom western Rhodesia who visited the ILIU,I{:H
annually. In recurn they received hlankets or other goods in.gift from
the raders in the following year.

No Europeans lived in the region. The few schools took children
only through the fivst four years. It was the rare child who went on to
boarding school. Few could read or write, and lew wished te do so.
Their interests were centered in their homeland,

With ||-v first roads came trading stores, an increase in mission
dtlw ty, the building of schools, and a general stir of activity. Im-

s access to Furopean goods gave the people a new desive for
money. Export of their cash crop, tobacco, was simplified, and they
began to lind some sale for sheep and occasionally for groundnuts. or
other crops. Nevertheless, these changes occurred so recently that they
had no time to alter fundamental patterns of life before the building

‘ Kariba Dam brought eyven more drastic change in its wake.

FHE DDAL ECONOMY

Despite the radical change in their circumstances, the Tonga of all
regions, with the exception of the most advanced of the Plateau
people, still cling to the ideal ol the self-sullicient household unit
which erows its own food and provides for most of its necessities. T'o
this extent, they can still be considered primarily subsistence cul-
tivators; though where conditions arve favorable they also raise a
deliberate surplus for sale. On the Plateau especially they count upon
the surplus, but they are not willing to subordinate all other intevests
in order to obtain it, Neither has all exchange been drawn into the
field of commerce, to be governed Ly the profit motive. Many of their
products and some of those supplied by Europeans circulate among
themselves in accordance with the old emphasis upon the importance
of maintaining ties with kinsmen, neighbors, and “bond [riends.”
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speech also has two secondary meanings, When a man uses the term,
lie may be referring specifically to bridewealth payments or to:live-
stock, or to “wealth” in general, In the last sense, it includes cattle,
sheep, goats, chickens and pigeons, and today probably pigs. Among
western Tonga, where a good hunting dog may be exclanged for a
cow, dogs are also classed as lubone. Tools, weapons, household
E‘i1l|iTHH|"ll clothing and ornaments also belong in this category.
Today money is also regarded asa form of lubono. Fields, honses and
granaries, stores of grain and other food stuffs are not considered to
be lubono. Mr, M. Chona, a Plateau Tonga trained in law, is of the
opinion that the word derives from the term ku-kona, to inherit, and
that it applied only to such property as could be inherited. If so, the
tertn has not been adapred to the widening scope of inheritance. In
the Zambezi Plain, river gardens and stocks of grain have been
subject to inheritance lor generations, yet neither 15 considered
lubono. On the Plateau, fields, grain, and homesteads have hegun to
be inherited in recent years, but no one calls them lwbono. On the
Platean the sale of homesteads and the illegal sale of land have also
made their appearance, and the greater IH‘lliir'!lLitil'l of all income is
derived from the sale of maize, Men may call a farmer who cultivates
rmany acrves and sells many bags of maize a rich man, muvulbi, but his
“wealth” consists of his farm equipment, his livestock, his household
furnishings, his clothing, and his money. Grain can become lubono
only by being converted into some other category of goods.

I believe that the basic concept underlying the teym is that of goods
which can continue to circulate as identifiable objects. In the past, at
least, I‘.‘.'I']ifT and other food might be exchanged but they were obtained
for immediate consumption h\, one of the partners to the exchange;
they did not circulate further. Items of lubono could be excha tl][.'t‘d
again and again, and their utility was beyond that of immediate con-
51_!11!!)[1(:“.

Lubono therefore referred to goods which entered freely into ex-
change, and where the demaud for them was in part created by their
c.\;(:h:i!|_I_g1*.;|h_i!il.y. This is still true. Today grain is freely exchangealle
;LI'IHJI']'L_‘,' the Plateau Tonga, but this is because of the external market
rather than hecause the Tonga themselves desire it as grain, They
therefore do not classify it as lubone, although on occasion they use
it almast as though it were currency,

[temns ol h.lhmm were not of equal value, nor are they taday, Ill the
past, the Tonga had no way ol stating prices, Certain categories of

lubono were classed together, as having equivalent value, for ex-
v ]
|

change purposes. Thus slaves, hoes, livestock, and tmpande shell
groaments could be quoted in termis of one another, but not in terms
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local exchanges, but she is not concerned with this, She does not want
money as such; she wants her blouse, 1f she cannot obtain her 5/-,
then theve is no point in selling her chicken, If on the other hand her
) P

a0 "l‘kl'”

ineended wehase will cost on ly 4 /-, then she will sell her ¢
for ‘

This last example highlights the fact that the Tonga in large parnt
stitl see themselve nuu.ruul in trade because they want some particular
it:_m or items, In this sense they are targer traders, 1t also governs the
way they view the role of buyer and seller and the dirvection of tyade,

To develop this poing, I shall discuss the trade in grain, for this is
probably the most important eonnnodity at the present time.

In the past, the Tonga did not plan their production of grain to
provide a surplus to be disposed ol "Jl'ullqh sale to other Tonga, and
it is doubtful if they would do so tod ay. "T'his would mean planning
upon the |msiur'|1m ol others since in general pu)p]n‘ do not expect
Lo purc hase gral in exce Pt when misfortune strikes. The man with
lavge fields and bie harvest is still suspected of sorcery, the brunt of
the ill-will of his neighbors, although on the Plateau this is minimized
by the knowledge that he is growing grain for the external market
rather than in an expectation ol profiting from his fellow's misery.
[n times of shortage, the man with grain has a first obligation to share
with kinsmen and friends who have a right to receive assistance from
him, Nevertheless, the man fortunate enough to haye grain when
others are hungry has always been able to derive some pmru [yom it,

He does not seek a buyer, for he does not envisage himself as the
person who desires an Lm‘mngr_. In transactions hetween Tonga, it
is lete to the one who desives a commodity to take the initiative. He
i§ the buyer and therefore the MI]H»|I(;[ITL The one who meets his
need is the seller and is in a position to control the terms of the ex-
change, If there is a permanent association between the two, the
seller is expected to be merciful, If there is none, he may extort what
he can, Although the Platean Tonga are thoroughly involved in maize
production for a cash market, this rule still applies, When a man sells
arain 'rn a hul':gm‘—yc;n' or in an emergency to a kinsman, a “bond
friend,” or to someone of his village or 'nei},}'hhm'homl he is likely to
take much less than the price he would receive if he sold his grain
through the Maize Board, But when he deals with strange Tonga
from a distance, he :lc‘unnda‘ the full market price,

Grain-rich areas in a hunger-year attract customers from L.mm
poor areas. The m'mlm er r1ur'3 not need to sell, and it is not for-him
ta undertake a rigorous journey and the pxob ems ol transporting
grain. He might carry grain to a “bond friend" or kinsman, but that

is a different matter,
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also take place between certain regions, but CHAPTER 25

lepends upon who undertakes the role ol buvyer,

 river gardens along the Zambez, and 1o a minor degree Bridewealth and other Forms f-_’fff.u:/zrm,;;'e

CETOW green maize, cucurbits, and cucurbit

leayes in thety winer ALGeIS at a .rimv Wien ."L"\"-’]r‘li'\: i nlf."u'e areas (HHO”.‘E //“') /ft!rﬁ’}’()
rnone. some ol the praduce is given to kinsmen and friends: some
Uhedirection of (e (e ie depends upon the current needs BY GorponN D, Girson
. ' 1 »e

s river dwellers are short ol grain, they

borhoods where they can expect to The Herero are of great interest for a comparative stucy. of Alrican
nt grain, they wait for inland dwellers economic systems because, like other Africans, they are beginning 1o
hen in a position to sell their vegerahles, sell their labor and their ritually important domestic animais in

he position of buying erain. market-like transactions. Before European contact they transferred

system follows this same pattern, Tt has , cattle at marriage, in the form of bridewealth. However, unlike most |
been noted stow the Tonea crafsman waits [o COSLOMErs Lo ' other African examples, bridewealth among the Herero has not
tim and only attempts to peddle s wares if he feels some DIess: undergone inflation. This matter is worthy of detailed attention, and
this paper sets out to review the vstory and to comment upon the
When the average Tonoi, even of the Plateau, is involved in the egunomic aspects ol Herero exchange, J'Ih,‘]ilt“l'lg Liridewealth Pay-
rmatsystem, he tends toadhere to (he pattern of the imternal, He ments.?
iges himself as a bhuyer vather than as a seller, Because he wints The Herero in South West Africa, like many other pastoral peoples
ciiar goods, he is willing to buy money with orain or other - of sub-Saharan Africa, must have been nearly self-sufficient in pre-
e, withiwlich in etirn lie can Buy the };;'f!;\(lj he ‘.\’..'!I]f_m Mien he European times. The available records indicate that, in contrast to
Lto make the effort 1o market his surplus, If his Wants are many African peoples who lived in large settled commiunities and
ssine, he sees o rea |

reason to exert himself, Ifa buver appears, he who (1(:\-‘1th;=rd specialized cralts, each Herero extended family itself
t for him to seek out a purchaser. produced nearly all of its material cultural inventory, However,

‘e expanding range of gpods now available in the trading stores contacts with other cultures in the century or so prior to European
is continually 1 the standards of living desired by the people, penetration apparently had generated cevtain needs that were not

MVore and more of their effores are going towards findine means veadily satisfied by the technigues known to the Herero, and in conse-

whereby they can continue to buy. But only the big farmers of the quence some trade with outsiders had developed, chiefly in metals,
Hatean and the shop-keepers have learned to envisage themselves as | tabacco, and glass beads.
|

CLIETS, WO must dispose of their goods, They sell even thoug

1 they Early accounts are in agreement that at the time of European
ed to meet, and they use the proceeds to finance : contact the Herero cultivated 1o crops, with the possible exception
new businesses. A few have also put money in savings schemes. The of tebacco (Alexander 1838a : II 167), Calabashes, apparently in

e immediate need

majority of the Tonea like e e

ttle money on |

[t can _ general use for the churning and storing of milk, must therefore hayve

1CIp you in time rouble.” For the most part, however, they prefe; been obtained through trade, It is possible that dagga, also, was ob-

\ (Rt
1l M1 —

16T Assets, in goods which can be used as tained in trade from cultivators, but the record is extremely scant
well as exchanged. with respect to trace in this narcotic; J. Hahn (1868 : 216) records
the smoking of wild Cape dagga (Leonotus leonurus and I.. orata) by
the Herero, but does not mention the cultivated variety (Indian
hemp),

The family-level selfssulliciency of the Herero fitted we!l with their
(1) The author is grateful to the Social Science Research Council of New York for
support of hiv field work among (lie Herero in 1959, and to the Natignal Science Foua-

dittion for support of bhis research in tie Heerature in 1957-58,




V. LAND RIGHTS AND LAND USE AMONG THE
VALLEY TONGA OF THE RHODESIAN
FEDERATION: THE BACKGROUND TO THE
KARIBA RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMME

ELIZABETH COLSON

In 1955 the Federation of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland undertook
the building of a hydro-electric dam at Kariba Gorge on the
Zambezi River. The resulting Lake Kariba, already in process of
formation, will eventually flood some 2,000 square miles of the
Middle Zambezi Valley, i.e, of the Gwembe Valley. By 1958 some
52,000 Valley Tonga had been moved from their old neighbour-
hoods to areas away from the flooding. The Zambezi River forms
the boundary between Northern and Southern Rhodesia, though
in the past it has been no barrier to the movement of Valley T'onga
from one side of the river to the other, Each Government moved
those living within its borders into its hinterland, thus breaking the
old bonds between communities which had formerly faced one
another along the river,

It is inevitable that the resettlement will have major repercus-
sions upon Valley Tonga life, but in this paper I shall be concerned
with the situation with regard to land-tenure, outlining the system
ofland holding as it existed prior to the resettlement and indicating
the changes which can at present be foreseen. I shall also deal
specifically with the Valley Tonga living within Northern Rho-
cesiasince our knowledge of conditions on that side of the Zambezi
is greatest. Finally I shall deal primarily with the people who
inhabited the narrow Zambezi river plain since the majority of
those resettled came from this region.

! The field work upon which this article is based was carried out by myself and
my colleague Thayer Scudder in the period Octaber 1956-September 1957, under
the auspices of the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute, This was the first phase of a
long-term project which will seek to ussess the changes brought about in Valley
Tonga life by the resertlement programme. The first phase consisted of a study of

the people in their old enyironment before resertlement took place. In 196263 we
will undertake a study of the resertlement arcas,
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Northern Rhodesian section of the Gwembe Valley forms
le administrazive District, Gwembe District, Int 1956 it had
an estimated population of 51,000, the majority of whom were
ga-speaking, Some 29,000 people, or 56:8 per cent, of the total
population, have been resettled. With only a minor exception of
some 3,000 people, all have been sent to new areas within Gwembe
District. Some 6,000 have been settled on the river plain below
Kariba Dam. The rest have been dispersed among the hills which
above the Zambezi and separate it from the high plateau of
Northern Rhodesia.

[n the past the over-all population density for Gwembe District
7:9 o the «qu‘lrc mile, At first
lance it might seem that the !3r~.1:.1_! contained large areas of
easily absorh those displaced by the
ion of > Kariba. Much of the land, however, has been

‘\:"{.3‘“11: Tn 'ﬂr! ruu::Hf1r11|r|1;rp(1

)
untouched land which could

red uninhabitable hecause of the absence of arable soil, the
ige of water during the long dry season, or the prevalence
game and tsetse fly. The hills are w'.:_!ul and offer little
in J sparse population lived in
communities '1-4w_sc';|ruc! with the better soils found
the courses of tributary rivers. In the Zambezi p.fai.r!,
eople had access to large concentrations of alluyial soils
an abundant water supply, densities in some neighbour-
s might rise to between two and three hundred to the square

Here the people were accustomed toa system of fixed agriculture
secd on permanent fields whose alluvial soils required no fallow-

rotation or application of manure for the maintenance of

tility. Much of this land could be cultivated twice a year, first
ring the rains and again during the dry_season after the annual

yezi *‘nrmr River land withi s high yields and pernﬂanenw\
but it was | n~w”|. ient '\y itsell to m.rpportthe dense
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the rights of the cultivator and his heirs did not lapse unless land
was so plentiful that there was no reason to maintain one’s claim,
Along the Zambezi therefore long-term rights in land tied people
to an area and discouraged geographical mobility, The majority of
the inhabirants of the river plain lived within their birth neigh-
bourhoods.

Some fifty to seventy miles of rugged hills separated the Zambezi
plain from the high open country of the Northern Rhodesia
Plateau; similar terrain was found on the Southern Rhodesian side
of the river. Until recently therefore, Gwembe District was iso-
fated from the rest of Central Africa. As late as 1950 only one road
penietrated to the river and this was at the extreme downstream end
of the Valley where there were few inhabitants. Elsewhere the only
access was by rough footpaths, unsuitable even for bicycle traffic.
Thus, although the Zambezi plain is only some seventy-five to
eighty miles from the Northern Rhodesian railway, it is more
remote than many regions which are much further from major
transport routes, Until the bui lding of roads began in 1950 it was
rarely visited by Europeans except for the occaa-onal administra-
tive oflicer. Schools were few, medical services non-existent, trad-
ing stores conspicuous by their absence, There was some demand
for foreign goods, and to purchase these and also to meet tax and
other cash requirements, the Gwembe people depended largely
upon Jabour migration. Its men went out repeatedly to find work,
usually on the farms or in the towns of Southern Rhodesia, In 1956
it was estimated that some 41 per cent. of the able-bodied men were
absent from the District in wage work at any one time, Much the

same had probably been true in every year since the end of the
nineteenth century. Labour migration had become an accepted
way of life, and Valley I‘onr_;l were fully aware of the value of
money, At the same time the Valley had not become fully involved
ina cash economy. Money was little used in local transactions until
after 1950, Labour migrants could bring back only such goods as
they could carry with them, and there were no trading stores where
cash could be exchanged for goods, This hegan to change in 1950
with the building of the roads, Until then imports consisted chiefly
of hoes, cloth and blankets, salt and ornaments, In hunger years,
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nd these were numerous, people also bought grain from the

lateau or from Government stations.

ficulties of transport and the shortage of cultivable soils
he development of cash crops on any large scale.

- Valley did support large herds of goats and sheep, and in some

areas cattle. Recently a trade in sheep began to develop with the
townships on the railway, The chief export, other than labour, was
tobacco moulded into rough cones or cakes. Much of the tobaceo

[t the area through a system of gift exchange entered into with

frican traders of other Rhodesian tribes, The trader visited the

X T4

valley to receive tobacco from men with whom he had entered

L ) T

into & bond of friendship. He then sold the robacco on the Plateau
and the following year returned with a load of cloth and other
goods which he distributed among his friends, Cash rarely entered
into the transaction, Since tobacco was grown on river. land
otherwise used for maize, only those with a sufficiency of river land
could produce tobacco in quantity, Until about 1950 even these
had little incentive to do so since disposing of the Crop was uncer-
tain. After 1950, a few men began to raise tobacco on a considerable
scale, We heard of a number who sold tobacco to the value of 100
in 1956, The majority of cultivators needed such'river land as they
had for the prf_\r.‘.'-.,w':Er""\. of food, and they usually sold or traded but
one or two cakes of tobacco, Occasionally other produce left the
Valley. There was a small internal market for grain and other
produce, but this was sporadic and unorganized, If people had a
surplus they were prepared to sell or trade. They did not produce
for a marker. Land was valued for its role in subsistence activities
rather than for any cash return that could be obtained from it.
Maize, bulrush miller, and sorghum were the important grain
crops; various cucurbits the most important subsidiary crops. Most
cultivators still depended upon hoe cultivation, although in a few
5 1 ing had been introduced. Prior to the rinderpest
epidemic of 1896, tsetse fly excluded cattle from most of the
Gwembe. Then the tsetse disappeared, and cattle were introduced
from the Plateau. The densely populated southern portion of the
Zambezi plain continued to be tsetse free, and here ploughing
egan in the 1930s. Further downstream, tsetse fly again occupied
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the Zambezi plain from 1922 to 1950. Only after 1950 was it again
possible to build up cattle herds and at the same time to introduce
the plough,

Agriculture provided the bulk of the food supply, but the gather-
ing of bush produce was of considerable importance. Flocks and
herds provided some milk and meat, though small stock were
valued primarily as a form of wealth and cattle chiefly as plough
animals. Fishing was of importance at certain seasons of the year;
hunting had become a minor activity since much of the big game
had been driven from the Zambezi plain into less populated regions.

LAND-TENURE

Rights in land were defined chiefly with respect to arable land.
The right to graze stock, gather bush produce (with some EXCep=
tions), hunt, and fish were unrestricted although exercised chiefly
by members of a neighbourhood community (eis).

The basic principle underlying the system of land-tenure was the
right of the individual cultivator over any land which he had
broughtinto cultivation, Arable land pertained toa neighbourhood
community; it did not belong to the community. No authority
within the community had the right to allocate land, Prior to 1900
each community was an autonomous political unit under the ritual
leadership of a man known as.the sikatongo. This position was
vested ina lineage which was spoken ofas having the katongo of the
neighbourhood, but this did not give either the lineage or the
sikatongo special rights in the soil or produce of the area. The ritual
association between sikatongo and neighbourhood persisted up to
the time of resettlement in 1958, but no sikarongo had secured land
rights which differentiated him from his followers, Nor had any
of the headmen or chiefs appointed by the Administration, If there
was unused land within a neighbourhood which had not been
subject to cultivation, anyone, including strangers, could clear it
without consultation with headman or sikarongo. It was possible
for a man to live in one neighbourhood and have fields in another.
There was no feeling that as land shortages developed, the fields
should be redistributed in order to give all claimants a share.
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T SN Selie i end o e T : :
tose without land or with insuflicient land could either emigrate,
s e R R B e st . . b
as many dicl to the Plateau, or they attempted to persuade their
own kinsmen to share with them.
Since most fields, with the exception of recently cleared hush

QUi ey
langd, hac

been under cultivation for many years, the right of the

present holder was subject to other rights v esting in small lineages,

Most river fields had been brought into cultivation in the distant

the original cultivators were dead, Very often their
o - el - - : 2 :
ames had been forgotten, But death did not terminate the interest

hich the original cultivaror had in his fields. His rights over them
formed part of his estate and were presumed to vest for all time in
his lineage.
1 upon it vested in the member of the
lineagre who became associated with the shade (muzime) of the dead
nan, If the shade holder wis ep the fields, he could do so,
hem to another member of the lineage. The new
'L Was now spoxen of as the owner of the fields, and he had the
1e rights as the original cultivator except that he could not give
> fields absolutely ro anyone outside the lineage. He could give
them as he wished to lineage-mates. He then had no further claim
upon the fields which now formed part of the estate ofthe recipient,
The donor and other members of the lineage had no control over
the use to which the recinient pur the land so long as the latter did
not attempt Lo transier it to a non-lineage member. Once a man
was in possession of lineage land, he could not be forced to share it
ith other members of the lineage even if these were unable to find
s, W they entered upon his estate and it was again
reatocated among them,
[he right to receive lineage land was not determined by sex,
Men and women were equally eligible. Many woren had consider-
able holdings in the valued river land which they had received

through their lineages.

s Mot Ve t

' The District Noteboek records an instance of the sale of lineage land to &
i i a court case, and the Native Authority is

tid hesold in hunger years without permission

with permission. I hayve no other evidence thiat

fertied thatit conld. They also denied that land was
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Since river land was the most valued and also the land which
was most restricted in supply, lineage rights in it were more rigidly
maintained than they were in the fields beyond the river margin
where fallowing was essential, According to some informants
there was a sufficient supply of this land in former days so that
rights were not maintained when fallowing became necessary,
"Then as the population increased, people found it expedient to
treat the margin fields as permanent assets. By 1956 it was assumed
in most areas that all land, once cleared, whether in the bush or
near the margins, would ultimately become lineage land and sub-
ject to the same rights as the old river fields,

Valley Tonga are matrilineal in descent, but have no fixed resi-
dence rule. Lineages were usually small, rarely numbering more
than thirty to forty members, and many were smaller, They tended
to be localized in a particular neighbourhood, though some
members might live elsewhere. Lineage-mates were not expected
to build together or to work their lands in common. When a
woman married, she joined her husband in his homestead. Her
sons might continue to live with their father or if they wished they
might found their own homesteads anywhere within, the neigh-
hourhood, Most marriages took place between men and women
belonging to the same neighbourhood, and the children of the
marriage had no reason to move to join lineage-mates. When a
woman married a man of another neighbourhood, her sons might
have more reason to move back to her home, but frequently they
could obtain land in their father’s vicinity. If they cleared this land,
upon their deaths it became the property of their lineage which
had the right to install another holder.,

He might move to live near the fields, but if they lay near the
borders of his own neighbourhood he might cultivate the land
without changing his residence. Y,

In time a lineage might have claims to land scattered through a
number of conriguous neighbourhoods. Even within the neigh-
bourhood with which it was primarily associated, it did not control
a consolidated block of land, Its members might have cleared
originally in various localities. In the 19508 when men. were
bringing new bush land into cultivation, fathers and sons and close
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eent fields while lineage-mates might
t was assumed that these fields would

he land pertaining to the various lineages of the

e land therefore consisted of a large number of small

cattered through the cultivated area of a neighbourhood.

ittered nature of the holdings was also due to the fact that

L on ocecasion come to be transferred from one lineage to

Thi about because both men and women cultivated

them by kinsmen who did not belong to their

' és, the cultivator was almost entirely

ncent upon such fields, bur almost every one cultivated some
ich he had no nltimate claim.

e land although he could not transfer full

ge member could allocate a portion of his

 and children, Most men did so. At any time

L reclaim all or any portion of the allotted land, but

Irenin [_‘rl_h?"-{‘b:ﬁ.l.t_‘lrh When he died, his lineage

s, but the shade holder who was now the

hildren of the dead man usually left them in

Ids which they had heen cultivating, When they

_ re might still be prepared to let the land pass

ildlren since these were grandchildren of the lineage and

sely associated with it. On the death of the grandchildren, the

lineage should recover the land, but by this time the memory of

he original transaction might well be forgotten, In this event, the
land was assumned to form part of the estate of the last cultivator
and thus passed 1o his or her lineace.

B e | !
JANCAZEe lang

therefore consisted of scattered fields in the hands
fa large number of holders, some of whom might be members
other lineages, Over time the fields also became highly frag
mented since they were frequently subdivided. By 1956 many river
ields consisted of tiny plots suflicient only to grow a few cucurbits
' ize. "Their holders still clung to them, especially

they pravided green vegetables during the long dry

the same time, the fields in the possession of a man or woman
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usually consisted of a number of small plots, frequently at consider-
able distance from one another, Tn addition people were cultivating
larger fields on the margins, sometimes at a distance of two or three
miles from the river, but these too might consist of a number of
separate fields, Frequently the dispersal of the fields reduced the
efficiency of cultivation since the cultivator had to divide his time
among the various small plots, all of which might need attention
at the same time. There was also the problem of guarding the
various fields against the inroads of stock, birds, and the animals
of the bush. People were aware of the difficulties of the situation,
but they made no attempt to exchange plots in order to consolidate
their fields into more efficient holdings. They thought of each
field as a separate entity. Each had its well-marked boundaries, and
any attempt to encroach upon a houndary was furiously resented.

Consolidation would have been extremely difficult in any cage.
The Valley people had no way of evaluating one field against
another except in very rough fashion, either in terms of size or
productivity, Furthermore the various plots used by a cultivator
were rarely held under the same form of legal tenure.

Valley Tonga do not distinguish the various forms of tenure
withany precision of vocabulary, though they have a large number
of terms to describe different types of fields, They are well aware,
however, that rights in fields vary, We can therefore speak of a
man having the use of land under four different types of tenure.
The first applies to land which a man has cleared himself. By 1956
most- of this land was bush Jand since river land had sifice been
pre-empted in most neighbourhoods, Here the cultivator had the
greatest right, including that of full transfer to a non-kinsman,
Secondly he might have lineage land where the only impediment
to his full possession was the right of the lineage to veto his transfer
of his rights to anyone outside the lineage, Thirdly he might have
land allocated to him by a father or grandfather. Usually he would
be referred to as the owner of this lan d, but he was well aware that
he held it at the pleasure of others, He could be dispossessed at any
time; he would not re-allocate it without the permission of its
lineage owners; it did not form part of his estate and his heirs had
no claim upon it, Finally there was land allocated to a cultivator by
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labour of his wives and children. But he could organize the mem-
bers of this family into a work team only in relation to the fields
which he retained for himself, Food from these fields was also
shared within the unit, Fach wife worked independently in her
fields, and could refuse to share her crop with her co-wives and her
co-wives’ children. Where one wife had river land and the other
none, the latter was ata definite disadvantage, especially during the
dry season, Inequalities in holdings therefore affected the relation-
ships inside the family unit.

Between families, or individuals, there were considerable
differentials in land holding, and status tended to be related to the
amount of land which an individual controlled. Until the late 19405
it was control of river land which was of the utmost importance.
An individual’s opportunity to acquire such land depended very
largely upon considerations of kinship. The various lineages had
differential holdings in river land, depending upon the amount its
members had originally brought under cultivation, the extent to
which it had been able to accumulate Jand from other lineages, and
the extent to which it had permitted the dispersal of its holdings
among childrenand grandchildren.'Where thelineage had increased
in size, it might be unable to provide for all its members. Those
who controlled land allocation because of their association with the
shades of the dead might also monopolize the various fields and
refuse to share with younger members, Members of old lineages
might therefore be largely dependent upon fields on the margin,
but they had at least a hope that they would eventually be in a
position to acquire river land as older kinsmen died and estates
became available for re-allocation. Each neighbourhood also had
a few immigrants, who had no hope of ever acquiring river land
since they had no kinsmen who controlled such land, Among such
people feeling ran high about their exclusion from the valued land,
but they were powerless to change the situation. In the late 10405,
people in some portions of the plain found it possible to develop
bush gardens beyond the old borders of cultivation, Ambitious
men with an insufficiency of river land acquired big holdings
which were highly productive, at least initially, Inequalities in
land-holding were thereby minimized for a period of some ten

L
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wrhoods were again feeling the

LAND-TENURE AND RESETTLEMENT
there was still adequate land available in most | The resettlement problem as seen by Government consisted
rovide subsistence for each family unit, ' largely in technical problems relating to the provision of adequate
complained that they could not find land enough for facilities in the new areas: the location of cultivable soils, the pro-
mbitions. We have complete information on the land hold- vision of water supplies, the eradication of tsetse and game, and
in only one village, in the middle portion of the plain. Here the - the building of roads and schools. Government also faced the
average acreage cultivated by an adult married man or woman was problem of persuading people to move, and in the end of com-

y

st acres. Lhe average acreage in river land which could be . pelling the removal of those who refused to leave the plain. It was
cultivated during the cry season was only 026 acres. Ten people 5 well aware that the Valley Tonga resented the move and that they
| no river land and had to rely entirely upon the rainy season | were firmly attached to their old neighbourhoods. Some of the
ion. as of adults was 1 to 6 acres, In hardships that the resettlement involved were inevitable, given the
ely we did not obtain a complete ' conditions of the region, Since there was inadequate land for all
sus of the | ved two of the biggest land holders in ' those living in a plains neighbourhood to be settled together,
this portion of the plain, One had some 575 acres in river land : closely knit communities were broken up. Some villages were
which could be culti curing the dry season as well as in the ; settled fifty to sixty miles apart, thus separating lineage mates and
ins, and 6+23 acres which could he cultivated only in the rains, other kinsmen, Property rights and claims to status were extin-
effective acreage therefore was 17°73 acres. The other man had . guished by the mere fact of removal.
parable acreage with y valuable holdings of river land, The Valley Tonga were peculiarly vulnerable to the impact of
e wives of the two men had their independent fields, unfortun- - resettlement because of their land-tenure system, At one blow
ately not measured, wl they were faced with a reorganization also of their methods of
1] ( amily units up to 25 to 30 acres. ' land usage, The majority of the people have been settled in the
river land which could be kept in perpetual hills where they have been allocated land which normally would
the relative shortage of such land, had led the be subject to shifting cultivation only. Since there is insufficient
Tonga to develop a system of land-tenure based on the land in the hills to permit shifting cultivation given the increased
aintenance of permanent inheritable rights vested ultimately in population now dependent upon it, new techniques will need
Il lineages, Ownership could be distinguished from occupation. ' to be introduced permitting a conseryative type of agriculture
ight of access to permanent fields discouraged geographical based on rotation and possibly on the use of fertilizer, There is
No mystical ties bound people to a neighbourhood or to probably too little land to permit even of short-term fallowing,
their . Only the sitatongo and his lineage were in any way which is the only conservative ‘measure at ‘present known to
bound to the land, If they! t, the shades might send illness until the people, In their old areas they had permanent fields, but
they returned to the neighbourhood with which they were associ- they had not needed to develop any techniques to maintain
ated. The rest of the people could come and oo as they wished, but ferrility,
those who had adequate fields or the hopes of obtaining fields Lven given the introduction of new techniques, it is doubtful if
remained within the closely knit neighbourhood community there is sufficientland in the resettlement areas to provide the whole
where they culti the same fields year after year, of the population with adequate fields for subsistence purposes,
i The Administration hopes that a commercial fishing industry in
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appropriate to their needs. An attempt was made to allocate land
on a per capita basis, The old status differences between the man
rich in land and the man poor in land were eliminated, and with it
no doubt much of the influence of the wealthy land owner who
tended to serve as a focus for community organization, Since the
Valley Tonga do not helieve that all members of the community
should have equal rights in land, the ambitious men will attempt
to gather into their own hands those fields to which they can lay
claim through their position in the lineage. They will not thereby
acquire large consolidated holdings, since lineage-mates are not
clearing land in a single block. Rather they are taking up fields ar
various points throughout a resertlement area, and sometimes: in
adjacent regions, Where they are now separated by many miles,
the lineage claims will probably lapse.

Women’s rights in land have heen seriously compromised by
the resettlement, They lost their old rights withoutan opportunity
of immediately establishing new ones, Although land has been
allocated to men with regard to the number of wives which they
have, this does not mean that the wives have become the owners
of such land. Since the hushand has the responsibility for clearing
the fields, the Valley Tonga concede him the rights of ownership.
Few women, except widows and divorcees, have had fields cleared
for them by other men and only they can claim undisputed owner-
ship, The rest hold land only at the pleasure of their husbands, If
they seek a divorce or separation, they also vacate their fields. At
the same time it will be almost impossible for them to acquire new
fields since their kinsmen now have little land at their disposal to
share with them, Widows, unless they have received a field in gift
from the husband, are also likely to be deprived of land, Over the
years, women may eventually acquire independent fields again as
daughters or as members of land-holding lineages. Until then they
are lelt ina highly ambiguous position. Their pride as land holders
has been attacked, they have lost in some measure thei independ-
ence, and have in general become much more vulnerable to the
demands of their hushands and their husbands’ lineages.

The resertlement of the V alley Tonga although it wiped out

existing rights in land did not destroy the legal system under whicl,
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permanents; deux cultures ]Jar an pouvaient étre faites sur les
m Lf"l."‘n terrains, Cependant, la plu]mrl des nm'icu'l'curs avaient
wssi cles champs sur les terrains plus pauvres de la plaine en dehors

les limites des crues du /_.un.-}r.z_sc, ici la mise-en-jachére érait

L
nécessaire. Sur ces jachéres les droits des cultivateurs et de leurs
héritiers éraient maintenus, & moins que la terre disponible soit
fort abondante,

Les droits & long terme qui lient les gens  une réeion déterminée
la mobilité géographique, de sorte que la majorité
des individus vivaient dans leurs voisinages dc“ naissance. La vallée
eétant fort isolée et séparée des plateaux de la Rhodésie du Nord par
50 a 70 milles de : collines accidentées, le travail migrant était fort
répandu, i tel point que 41 pour cent des hommes adultes étaient
absents de la région, L’agriculture était essentiellement de subsist-
ance, mais, mil et sorgho étant les cultures principales. Ramassage
et péche étaient importants, mais la chasse était une activité
mineure,

Les droits fonciers sont essentiellement définis en relation avec
le sol arable, Les droits de pa turage, de ramassage, de chasse, de
péche sont cependant essem'ellunenr exercés par les membres
d’ une communauté de voisinage (cisi), Le fondement du systéme
de la tenure est le droit du cultivateur individuel sur toute terre
mise en culture par lui, Aucune autorité n'a donc le droit d’attribuer
la terre, Avant 1900 le cisi formait une communauté politique
autonome, placée sous le Ieadmshlp rituel du m{amnrw. Cette
position, dévolue au lignage qui avait le £atongo, ne donnait aucun
droit spécial sur le sol ou les produits de celui-ci. Cette association
avait continué A exister jusqu'au moment du repeuplement, La
terre non mise en culture dans une communauté donnée pouvalt
étre LL{['C}]C’Q p’lr n’ HTlDUTtE‘ (JU‘ I'HLT]IQ parun L[rdl"lr’t!]' sans mcme
consulter le chef ou le .s.'laronrro 11 était, en outre, pu:mthfe devyivre
dans une communauté et d’avoirdes champs dans une autre, Ceux
quin’ont pas de terre ou qui en ont trop peu sont obligés d’émigrer
vers les plateaux ou de convaincre leurs parents A partager avec eux,

Les droits du premier cultivateur éraient, A sa mort, perpétuel-
lement dévolus & son lignage. En principe, cependant les préten-
tions majeures étaient exercées par celui du lignage qui fut associé

diminuent done
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Ainsi done des terres pouvalent étre laissées méme aux petits-

du lignage: 3 leur mort le lignage propriétaire devait
er ses droits, cependant les premiéres transactions ayant
été oublides les terres changeaient définitivement d'appar-
e lignagére.

irs fonciers exercés par les femmes étaient strictement
comparablesd eux des hommes. Cependant les terres attribuées par
lenrs maris continuaienta étre intégralement contrdlées par ceux-ci.
Les femnmes préferaient done étre mariées & un homme du voisinage
afin de pouvoir travailler leurs propres parcelles. Elles délendaient
leurs droits avec plus de ténacite, puisqu'elles n’avaient que
peu d’opportunité pour acquerir des droits par premier défriche-

ment,

Les droits sur les champs déterminaient I'organisation du travail
et la division des récoltes. Chaque femme travaillait ses champs;
seul sur ses propres champs le mari pouvait org :5 membres

' en un groupe de travail. Aussi les inégalités des
Jles, détenues par les différentes femmes affectaient-elles les
ions familiales, Le social était mis en rapport avec la

somme des terres contrdlées par un individu, Avant 1940, surt
les terrains alluyiaux étaient importants & cet égard; plus tard, des
hommes ambitieux avaient réussi & acquérir et 4 mettre en valeur
de larges parcelles situées en dehors des terrains alluviaux, Ainsi,
pendant une dizaine d’années, les inégalités fonciéres étaient rédu-
ites, Cependant vers 1956, ces yoisinages ressentirent une nouvelle
pénurie de terres.

Pour le Gouvernement, le probléme du repeuplement a éé avant
tout un probléme technique. Certaines difficultés furent inévit-
ables, La pénurie de terres nécessita la séparation de groupes locaux
d'une structure serrée. Le déplacement impliqua aussi la perte des
droits de propriété et du-rang soci L’insuffisance des terres
nécessitera éealement de nouvelles méthodes d'usage des terres.
On peut considérer que certains progrés réalisés dans le cadre du
repeuplement sont provisoires et que les anciens droits lignagers
seront rétablis, 4 moins que les régles cle la tenure ne solent
formellement changées. Les différences de taille des parcelles

S’accentueront 4 nouveau. Les droits fonciers ces femmes Sont







C()nw-' and Tradition: the Impact of Christianity
on Valley Tonea Religion
' Ry bl e B LA TY
ELIZABETH COLSON

Ethnographic data on Valley Tonga of Guwembe District, Zambia, are examined for

the light they shed on conditions appropr to the development of revitalizotion
movementy, From 1957 throuph 1963 the majority of Valley Tonga went through a
series.of disrupting experiences sparked by external events which demonstrated their
vulnerability to foreign contral. Old communities were broken wpy by resettiement,
their familiar environment was destroyed by a hydroelectric dam, and the political
assumnfitions of their order were oubmoded by the ending of ihe colonfal era. It was
a time of crisis but the majority of people did not ;c’!_\‘buud with anything comperable
to a revitalization movement. In one neichborhood a strong religious zeal associated
with Christianity did appear in 1962, shortly after the African victory at the polls
-"-""-”f,'f!'ha‘ LEuropean power to an end. This movement is exemined in terms of ils
membership, ideology, and impact wpon the community, Its highly selective appeal
and the conlent of ils message are evidence that the significant factors in its develop-
ment were local, and that it was a revoll against the domination of the elders rather

than a response o a genel al crises.

LTHOUGH MISSIONS AND MISSIONARIES have been common

elements in African life for generations, it is sometimes still possible to
observe the first significant impact of mission taught Christianity upon an
unconverted population. This paper deals with such a situation and analyzes
the enthusiasm for Christianity which for a few months in 1962-1963 waxed
strong among some of the residents of Chezin, « Gwembe Tonga neighbor.
hood in the southern province of Zambia.! Since then it has waned again,
but in its beginnings and in its early manifestations it resembled the revital-

ization cults so prominent in anthropological literature though it was based

on mission teaching and remained within a mission church. The present
paper demonstrates the highly selective adoption of proffered teaching and
the degree to which the adoption was a cloak for local discontents, though at

first glance it seemed to be a response to a general crisis, It also demonstrates

1 This paper was read at the annual mecting of the American Anthropological Asso-
ciation, Denver, Colorado, 1965, Field work in Zambia (formerly Northern Rhodesia) i
1955-1957 and 1962-1963 was supported by the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute (now the
Institute for Sccin] Research in the University of Zambia)., Field work in I]ufv-r'.u_:.:mr.
1965 was supported by a grant from the Social Science Councili the Institute loaned feld
equipment and helped to arvange the trip, 1 thank my colleague Dr, Thayer Scudder for
the use of his field notes for 1U56-1957 and 1962-1963. For backeround information see
Howarth 1961; Colson 1960, 1964, 1966, 1957: Scudder 1962,
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the importance of paying careful consideration to both membership and belief
[ we are to probe the meaning of new religious movements.

4 stian movement in Chezia occurred alter a time of upheaval,
in the Gwembe Valley, and its people, like a great many other
Tonga, were resettled in 1958 when Kariba Dam began to flood

former homes with the waters of Lake Kariba, Agaimst their protests

y were moved to the desolate hills which lay above the future shoreline
and here they had known some years of helpless indignation,

and much labor in pioneering the bush. Only with the

t of 1960 did they begin to grow enough food to feed themselyes; only

did they have I:-.u abundance of fopd. In 1962 the countrysice still

hawed signs of its recent accupancy, though it was no longer regarded as
hteningly strange,

Uhe resettlement had shaken whatever faith the Chezia people had in

; Eunropean-dominated government of the country, Any

ts that they may have had about its ruthlessness ended when the police

re ordered Lo firé upon men rioting against being moved to a distant por-

tion of the Gwembe Valley. At the same time the power of the Europeans

d been amply demonstrated by their ability to carry through the move

inst local opposition and by the technical miracle of the dam which trans-

d a vast area of country into a lake. The belief in the power of yarious

irits which had been held responsible for rains, harvests, and general

being in the old neighborhood areds hind been shaken, il not completely

when these spirits failed to protect the people from the move or to

nish the BPuvopeans for their acts of sacrilege in the destruction of local

§. Peonle nlso doubted that the old spirits could be effective in the new

ich both they and the people were strangers. Local ritnals for

! 52, The big

2 was proofl to many in Chezia that they did well enough with-

t was nointless to believe in them or their

e shades of the dead continued to be propitiated in family and

I purnoses were largely abandoned between 1958-19¢

L?,'v'?gg. i
als. They were commaonly adduced as the cause of illness or other
ortane, hut the disruption of vicinages by a move which had sent kins-
former neiehbors to different and distant areas made it

y out the oflerings at the appropriate times. Attention to the

5 seemedd more cursory than in 1957; scepticism was more

» the five-vear period in which their material local world was revolu-
1e Cliezia people also found the external poEILicnI framework of
lissolving around them, They had grown up in a2 world dominated

thoneh in their own area they encountered Europeans only
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rarely, Ambivalent as they were towards European authority, most of them,
still regarded it as a necessary condition for the maintenance of law and
order. The oldest people could remember the days of raids and anarchy
before the coming of the Europeans. They doubted their ability to maintain
a law-abiding society il the Europeans left. They were also certain that most
of the material goods they desired depended upon the continued presence of
Europeans who provided the jobs whereby they earned money and the stores
in which they exchanged money for goods. Now the Europeans were being"
challenged by the rise of Aflrican parties which initially demanded increased
participation in government and then the right of the African majority to
provide the government. Chezia people, like other Gwembe residents, had
early committed themselves to the first powerful African party to appear, the
Alrican Nationalist Congress; the Congress had championed their rejection
of cassava growing in the early 1950s and their struggle against resettlement
in the late 1950s. But only the most embittered amongst them wanted to do
more than moderate European power and obtain a voice in decisions which
affected them, The rest were prepared to let Europeans continue to govern as
they had in the past; they wanted to be assured only that the government
would be in the interest of Africans, Few Gwembe men had gone beyond the”
first few years of primary school or had acquired any great proficiency in the
skills regarded as European. Only one had managed to create more than a
local reputation in the political arena. Gwembe residents did not view their,
fellows as capable of rule, and they had little desire to be ruled by other
Africans. They were strongly opposed to UNIP, the United African Inde-
pendence Party, on a variety of grounds, Among their reasons was the fear
that it would precipitate self-government and the exodus of the Europeans,
and the conviction that it was a party of foreign Africans from other districts
who did not share their concerns or their ideas. :

In October 1962, the first Zambian election in which Aflrican voters were
in a majority, returned UNIP to power with a program for speedy inde-
pendence. A government largely composed of UNIP African political leaders
was formed, In the Gwembe, the local administration began to prepare the
people for the transfer of power and the end of the old regime, The men
who had once been denounced by the administration as the enemies of law
and order whom all must reject were now presented as the government
which all must accept. Many in Chezia were incredulous, They felt that the
Europeans who had first thrown them away into the desolate hills had now
abandoned them to anarchy and poverty, As they saw it, the perfidious
Europeans had transferred their power to the leaders of UNIP without
regard for local wishes,
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11 Christmas harl long been a general secular holiday throughout the Gwembe,

Trwasat this point, immediately alter the election, that Chezia develoned “ it is C\'tl'!'_\"-\'flt‘!_'ff in Central .A[l:f{_':l. IS:n.;fn wET? a cr)nmuT-.’m term ?E ;|Tl;r_|:,-¢_-;

one urge towards Cnristianity, It is tempting to see this as a ‘5"”‘7“.”“ tate 1930s or l‘i'.!'!)”-!'J‘“J-‘i; _f-'“'-ff-lﬂ children had :Ilf.f.i:ﬂdct- :Il local

o s PP N 1_,1;;.:,!.[;.li!‘.55"'s of the period and to the sense of discontinuity .a::."'r'..w.';x .\s]m::mred by .L:It’.' 1’:]3_11'1111 Ilolrucs.;s Church, an .\'.!l'_:r]l.i_.'il! [ul*t.u:‘n‘t?u.

 the past which was common at this time, Certainly some of the African LitHaL scck. —IJL'lWL‘L’II I?J” and ]‘J:}S: Lf.lc |'lc'.t':;1:huz'!'sluot! came under more L.:t_L"f.t

s at work in the Gwembe nreached that the second coming and mission H}:“St:nu:, when a ':'!‘.IIJ--!'I'!JS':'IUH wr!‘h resident r\mn;—!',rr_:;.m missionaries

e i : was established three miles distant,? Periodically the missionaries held services'

in the villages for any they could persuade to listen; in the school, children
were given Bible instruction by teachers wained by the mission, At the time
of resettlement, the (ew early students of this schivo]l were young elders in
their mid-thirties or early forties, but only two of them had finished as mucli
as Standard IV (approximately the sixth year of school). Two young men had

recently completed primary school, but both had taken jobs outside the!
neighborhood. The school, the missionaries, and the African pastor stationec
at the mission had all been unsuccessful in making converts in Chezia, but at
least the school had begun to have an impact on the people. Older school
boys in 1957 did not accept mission teaching in so far as it dealt with e
truth of Christianity, but they had become doubtiul of the truth of their own
religion. They had noted that neither school teachers nor missionaries made
offerings to the dead but that they still seemed to thrive, They questioned
whether the dead had any power to affect the living, and they were prepared

to put their doubts to the test by refusing to take part in offerings,

From perhaps 1958 on, it was generally accepted that school children

would not be present at offerings. These children were the young adults of .
1962, Girls and young women who had been pupils in the schools con.

. end of the world were at hand, interpreting the African rejection of
L control as an instanice of the sons rising against their [athers foretols
lations, They also vsed the Cuban incdent with the confrontation
ssin-and the United States, the war between India and China, and the
fighting in the Congo as further evidence that the last days were at hand;
urly nation w:-.s warring against nation, They preached that these who

d to be saved must decide immediately and declare themselves as
istians, for the time would soon be upon them when it would be no
mger possible to choose, Nevertheless, only in Chezia was there a noticeable
response to such preaching, though almost all Gwembe neighborhoods had

revolution. Elsewhere, as far as I have been able to discover,

y the resettlement and all were -:i..-l.l:tl‘y exposed to the impact

<} inditferent
thermore, no other form of religious movement appeared at this time in
swronse o the eenera! !;"":'T‘-'I of cris
In considerine likely responses to the resettlement erisis it was assumed
that the thorou ’."-'_r\.f-'"'_-' 'L'-.'._--u_-:- al which beset the Gwembe during the re-
. period would be conducive to the appearance of religious reac-
. revitalization variety, This was not borne out by events. If the : ) : 5 : 1 o TRAY
nt history of the Gwembe has any relevance for an understanding of the tinued to accept village s[:mvtln.rds, bllfrt-le young men looked to imIOL?ler
b AN SOV B TSt Are likely to oceur, it appears | \»'cn‘ldlfur at leztsllst'lmc of their 1(!&{15. A few who had }_{(;rw on to the mission
is peviods invelvine external threat to a people do not in themselves ]Jr.);n.-c.hng sc]mnl_fu'r further f;.-duc;mon had been baptized as part of the way-
‘ '--..'.',I.,;:.” ,-t.ﬁ_,-,‘-._.‘.__...,.‘ This is trie ;,\-!;L-'le- the external threat of life at the Ii!f_hhrr')n. .]'n:l!l!.lfa'ﬂ.'l [or them seemed only a 1r_n-1‘n :fml was not
e regarded as an indication of further commitment to Christianity once the
school life was abandoned.
Early in 1962 the first large number of Chezia youths finished primary
111 school and began the search for jobs. Once, their education would have'
developed an enthusiastic reli- given them access to clerical jobs, the goal and justification of schooling, All

anges in the material environment, or the impingement of out-

8

al, or economic forces,

s time may throw further light upon the conditions three Chezia men who had finished primary school in earlier years had fourd
f & new movement. In Chezia the ground had been such positions and had left the neighborhood, This year, however, marked a

a potential following susceptible to the religious formu- point at which Zambia discovered that it had more primary. graduates than

undly unhappy about its role in local affairs, Further, the it had white-collar jobs to offer, School leavers found only unskilled work

leadership appeared at the eritical moment. hs =l il o =
dership appe:

i Christianity. and odd 2 After resettlement the Cheria people were located some twelve miles from the new

. er o ) a4 8% 1 i{d| s m 4 Ko ! x 2 " =

£al CRPOSUIN: 19, L FIShig ,}',‘ L 1 : mission site, Detween 1958 and 1962 the missionaries were more entrossed in rebuilding
local scene on a H(II!-J.'t‘!I'C';lULIrs DiLg18. and developing the station than they were in progelytizing in the villapes,
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iich those who had never been to school could do equally well,

eturned home to face the ridicule of their guardians, who had
to school under duress, and to find that the village had no use for
g, Neither did villagers accord respect to young men whao earned

¥
vy and remained dependent on their elders,

vouths formed a discontented group, anxious to impress someong

knowledee and sophistication, and at odds with their elders who

an increasing load of work [rom them in return for their keep.

were a few contemporaries who had been unable to go to

still yemrned for the skills acquired in school.

oe hecause of the shortage of work, and they were

ders who exploited their labor and treated them

» young men were faced with the necessity of

damages and bridewealth, and with the short-

hope to earn enough to'meet their needs, Their

warded

savings, had a better chance than in
could no longer lock to labor

» from ¢ ]
constituted the natural rallying point for the
' evidence that education paid and a con-
vorld outside the neighborhood which at least claimed
he teachers were strangers to the Chezia neighborhood,
ith the local eldeérs, They stood with the young men,
Christianity and their actual position as religious in-
Iren reinforced any leanings the youths may lave
Certainly they were involved in the occasional long
! about the relevance of the Bible to their
Hscussions were marked by scepticism or by suggestions that
as after all something for Europeans rather than Africans, The
s om no attempt to acquire converts to Christianity, Their
the resident T‘.“..\.‘:.i_'1!LlI[? who superyised their work as manager of

: i . it @A
al schooly left them with no desire to enhance his position by helping

ta draw peonle to the mission.

sy after the election, when people were still busily canvassing

. situation was galvanized by the arrival of two preaching

Tonga evangelist who preached the second coming of

cand the fate that would overcome all who failed to follow him. He
taueht that sorcerers could not harm those who loved Christ. The
mission included a Pilprim Holiness missionary from outside the

ix Tonga candidates for the ministry, They spent three days in

eighborhood, visiting homesteads and urging people to turn to Christ,

They preached the love of God and emphasized the fact that Christ had died
for people's sins, The missionary who led the group was a magnetic person;
fervent in his preaching, vehement in his belief in the truth of Christianity
and the obligation of all to follow Christ. At the same time he treated with
the local people as equals, and preached to them as his brothers. Even those
who were deaf to his preaching spoke of him with respect. Some listened
eagerly because his leadership was no threat to those who were seeking to
find their role as intermediaries between the neighborhood and the external
world, Coming from outside the district, he did not expect to remain in
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close contact with the neighborhood or its people. His was'a preaching
mission, not a long-term commitment to a mission congregation. Neither he
nor the candidates for the ministry expected to lead any congregation that
might form, As such, presumably, they aroused no apprehension in the
minds of the school teachers or the young men who might become rivals
for leadership.

Immediately after the preaching mission left enthusiasm for Christianity
was high, with large attendance at the Sunday services held at the school, the
formation of a Bible study class leading towards baptism, and the frequent
gathering of little groups intent on discussing the Bible and the superiority
ol (J.Tlrist:'anity. Those who joined the movement were the school children,
the discontented youths, a few senior young men who for one reason or
another were in peripheral positions, and two elders somewhat at odds with
their world. Though the other elders were at least equally perturbed hy the
resettlement and by the recent political revolution, they showed no interest
in Christianity as a solution to their problems. Nor did the women; only the
loreign wives of the school teachers took part in the services. Llders and
women continued to accept the standards of the village and were more c.
less satisfied with the status accorded to them and with the religious beliefs
which reinforced this status. Even school girls, who continued to think of
their role in life as similar to that of their mothers, were lukewarm atten-
dants at the new Christian meetings. The real zest for Christianity had its
focus among school boys and youths. The teachers who led the services had
to accept their failure to find a following among elders and women, The
movement thus was one of young people, and it was tailored to their
desires and to their view of life.

The Chezia congregation was content to accept at face value the rituals
introduced by the mission. Both Sunday services and prayer meetings
followed the standard format of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, and the hymns
and prayers were those vsed at the mission. Sermons reflected mission ser-
mons. On this plane, the acceptance of mission teaching was overwhelming,
The hymns, prayers, and order of service were treated almost as though they




SOUTHWESTERN TOURNAL OF ANTHROPOLOGY

were magical formulae which ‘would bring about the desired result, the
ontrol el Enropean knowledge, if carvefully observed.

from the beginning, the beliels the enthusiasts quoted, the arguments

tl in attempting to convert others, the statements they recited to one

d the riles they attempted to live by reflected little either of

» sermons preached by the missionaries, or of the general teachings of the

h which had sent them forth, T lie congregation called itself Christian,
istianity was one in which Christ was largely absent,

dhe faith appeared to Le founded on a number of tenets. Perhaps of

first importance was the belief that the Bible was the ultimate source of

truth. It could be cited as an authority under all circumstances, and it was

sidered in fact to be literally true. Few people tried to put this tenet into

daily practice, for in elfect they were only saying that the truth was open to

those who could readl, and only to them or to those who would listen to

: ¢ equating the Bible with truth, they undereut the authority of the

elaers, who could not read. They had lounded their beliefs and actions on

somethine beyond the control of the elders. So T Iater heard children say,

ten, and only ten commandments. Then he taught the

il 5o that they could read these.” When elders queried the

vhat they meant by such nonsense, the children rolled their

in horror and J!'1!II-".L.'1'r.‘L!, “Some older people have never learned to
'his faith in the Bible reflected the fundamentalist creed of the

t. It provided the one scoure defense that youth had against
CTSE Irai their seniority could claim to know the rules of life

an did the youne. In the name of the Bible, the young men and
: ity £ any elder. An

* who evinced sceptizism of the truth of the Bible in all its aspects

; disconcerting to the new Christians, to say the least. In consternation,
“If the Bible is not true, then how are we to know what

one youne man saic:

to think? What shall we Uelieve in? What is true?” For him the repudiation

of shades, spirits, divination, sorcery, and mmch' else depended on the

assuranee that the Bible was indeed true and that therefore other aspects of
Turonpean beliel were also trie.

he Bible was then the source of truth, and its truth assured all the

that the Europeans had taught. It was the source of Furopean power

This belief convinced the new Chezia Christians that those who

L could acquire the knowledge and power of the Europeans.

it contention the more strongly since many of

upheld

ddenly realized that they would be required to cope with a
hanging world in which other Africans had already made major

strides in the acquisition of European skills, Their adherence to the Bible
may have been an attempt to acquire a similar competence by an-easier
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means than the long road throngh secondary education which none of them
had attempted. The power and the position of the Europeans was there for
the taking; the Bible was a means to an end, '

In the neéw belief, Christ had little place; he was rarely mentioned save
in one context. Christ had never interested the Gwembe: people, After all he
was so obviously a wealthy European that few felt any fellow feeling for him,
The statement that "Chirist had died for our sins' had little appeal to them
since they did not feel sinful, though they frequently felt helpless. Tt was
only when Jesus was presented as curing the sick that a momentary interest
in his life was aroused. .

The members of the Chezia congregation usually mentioned Christ only,
because of his death. ITe had been killed; that was clear from the story, and
the Europeans thought this an evil deed. Who had” killed him? The Eu.
ropeans. ‘Therefore the Luropeans were a very wicked people who had
started all the troubles of the world, Those among the congregation who
were most violent in their political views or most concerned for their own
leadership were those most likely to raise again and again the cry, “Who
killed Jesus?* Perhaps for them this justified the downlall of the European
and the triumph of the African, It certainly suggested that Africans were
better than Europeans and that the European was not a necessary medium
between them and God. They could now read the Bible and had an équal .
opportunity to find its message. They had not killed Jesus and so had a
better opportunity to be right in their interpretations. In their catch phrase
they reflected the earlier use of the same slogan by the African Nationalist
Congress leaders on the Copperbelt. But Congress leaders had used it to
discredit mission-led churches in favor of the separatist Lumpa Church of
Alice Lenshina, which they saw as an African Church, In Chezia, the cry
was used not to form a new church outside the mission orbit but to displace
the missionary from his position as oracle and arbitrator in favor of the '
local leaders. Since Luropean political power was on the wane, the schoel
teachers allowed their antagonism to the missionary free play. No doubt
they used the charge of “killers of Jesus” to offset the claim to religious
leadership of the missionary who occasionally appeared to hold services in
the school, but they were not attempting to lead the people away from the
mission orbit, It was accepted that baptism could only be obtained at the
mission, usually at the hands of the African pastor stationed there, Presums-
ably the shift in' political power Jed them to visualize the mission without
the missionary, Alricans then would step into control in the mission, as they
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lieve other than that the Bible was
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feature of Tonea relie

] ho believed only in God was taken to heaven
ought. A verson who believed only in God was taker

A person who made offerines ro the shades of the dead or to

shide., Again and again the new

) I.r"l_'tt L1TY '.-:"!!l ':E-\ own

r to put one’s trust in dead peaple,” “There is no

@ Lrust in r' # man, only a dead person. It'is better to put
God."” Or, "‘.‘.'H.!_r! sOmeone Ll.lft"ﬂ, hiis body goes into the ground.
God. Ik hias no power to stay about and give rain or cause
nportant things Tu;s‘ a Chiistian were to bear witness to his

: : et
by attending service on Sunday, by praying directly to God,

ing to take part in any offerings to spivits. Most Christians also

thourh not wrong, to go to a diviner, because diviners

| one. Since they refused to accept the shades of the dedd as
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, they were left with the problem of accounting

isfortune, This they solved either by attributing evil to the
'~‘.rl'_‘.|‘.“_'.' did not see Christianity as a protec-

erer, or they invoked Satan, Satan, as a fallen anpel,
'Il!.‘.LT.‘:]'.'L'"".CLT, who delighted in sending mis-

coming of Christ and the rising of the dead, They repeated again and again
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that the dead are dead, This, perhaps their most basic belief, was again
a slap at the elders who by and large controlled the cult of the shades, It
deprived the elders of one of their most important sanctions for exacting
elopement damages and bridewealth, It furthermore declared roundly that
the elders themselves would have no role alter death in controlling thase who
remained behind, They would die and be ended. Those most sympathetic to
the elders, perhaps influenced by their affection for their mothers, main-
tained only that the unconverted would die; their spirits would journey to,
God and no longer be about to trouble men on earth. Others held that one
who did not believe in God as a Christian did or who made offerings to other
spirits would have his own spirit burned in hellfire on his death.

The most important part of the new doctrine was therefore a reaction to
local conllict, reflecting the youths' demand [or greater recognition and their
anger with the elders who sought to maintain control over them.

Y

The fate of the Chezia congregation is worth tracing. The first to drift
away were the two elders and the senior young men who sought in the new
religion a surcease for particular troubles, They had previously accepted
the sway of the shades; now in their first enthusiasm they denied that shades
could affect men and they cited the variations in divinations they had
experienced as evidence for their scepticism. Yet their acceptance of the new
religion was highly tentative and betrays the caution typical of so much of
Gwembe action. When asked why they had begun to attend church, they
said they were trying out the new religion; perhaps it would be good, per-
haps not. Until they had tried it, they could not know, This was late in
December 1962 within several weeks of the founding of the congregation. By
August most of them no longer attended services. They were consulting
diviners. They were making offerings to the ancestors, The new religion had
failed the tests put to it Perhaps too they had been reassured by the fact that
life continued in the old routine. Government persisted, although now it
was an Alrican government. Law and order could now be seen as an attribute
of government rather than of the Europeans. By August the alarms-of the
election were ancient history. :

The discontented youths, already agnostic with respect to the old reli-
gious beliefs, continued to attend services but showed a slackening in fervor,
especially when the growing season was over and they were no longer under

oraune o mer
4L . 2. - - o Fl o |
The Christians® refusal to put faith in a dead man may have underlined
lack of interest in the figure of Jesus, as did their refusal to believe that

constant pressure from the elders to work in the fields, Some had again left
to find work; others had gone to the fishing camps. Even those in the village *
were likely to be dilatory in their attendance at services, but they said their

Ny : e YEUSE o
L return—this made them also unwilling to admit to the second




OF ANTHROIMLOGY

isted in their rejection of the shades.

i1, thoueh they had no intention
by the chiurch before bhaptism,
Lewarm in their adherence, as t ey
M {1 et PR

LI TL ek CALLLS

ildren that the fervor of December was

lren built enclosures within the villapes

tings conducted by themselves, The most

1 about 10 te 15 years old, wlhio herded the

'-_.“.r",' stitl had ;l!_f',1||'_| i l_'(_JI"\"'.I'.?.'LII't i
the role of hellfire and
, smoked civarettes, ignored Sunday, and made
Gwembe male, They were very

, who rose from the beer pots to

U'wandered far ':l"il""_!l the bush,
ear, evading their duties, threat-
ne to the outery of enraped tathers who

'.!.'_".l'_"."fl"" upon children

| 1

v routine, The children weére not in-

Tesus, They eloried in cthe fact that those who were not
burn, while they who could read had access to the truth,
s moyement, which may have b { as a pargal response Lo
ALY Ay (sis of late ) had become ]‘\.“'

atth 1l

1R 3

len it had lost its

cment, For the yourtl
| victory.of UNIP 1

er Afvican against European

the relizi

e y—h -
10 taKe 1Or oneseil

e and extract his power was not a viy

wis evolying, The Bible and Christianity
"y |“_:I_"_:!.Jr'!|;|] 1§o] 1_]|(|-,'(‘ (j{.!!!iil_;r‘rll

1

the vouthis and

!rn_- [x"!r_'!'i'!\j. I',II’_ SONMYE-

y damp the enthusiasm of the youngstors

andd tae new wori I3t a o0
reli
forpetful of the old congrecation
voung men' claimed that they su
in offerings, They purparied to

1 -~ 1 | 6 ppReTa
ern that Gwembe and Platea

CONVERTS AND TRADITION
Tonga have for the past, but it may also reflect their habit of disassociating

themselves from dangerous situations, In July-August of 1064, the govern-

of Zambia acted to suppress the Lumpa Church, which delied it
authority in the north and west of the country. The people of the Gwembe
had learned about the fate of the Lumpa believers during their encounter
with the police and army. They themselves have never valued martyrdom.
Basically they believe that it is better to be alive than to be right. So long as
the enthusinsm for Christianity was no danger to the community, the elders
would have little coneern about it, They are tolerant of the games of children
and youths if these do not interfere with the performance of normal dutiegs.
For them, prayer meetings and Sunday services were only another form ol
children’s game, harmless enough and beneath the interest of the elders,
however, they had viewed such services as sources ol trouble, they would laye
ht pressure to bear to terminate the meetings and to forbid any discus-

further, suspicious of the intentions

brou
: B ey STaenl ot X oy
sion of them with outsiders. They were,
of the sovernment. They would reason as follows: Government has sent

troops apainst one enthusiastic Christian proup which is not directly con-

the povernment dis!

wolled by a ‘missionary. Obvicusly es. enthusiastic

Therefore it is poor tactics to have an enthusiastic Christian
group in a community already suspect for having supported the opposition
party. The Tonga are quickly forgetful of the past, but sometimes they are
deliberately forgetful.

v
In the space of something like two years a Christian movement began and
i ; r’ X Q2 L B
ran its course in one of the resettled Gwembe Tonga neighborhoods,
: s : - : 1 ' s+ Yaral eirviaed
aquickly developed a doctrine which related it directly to the local situation
i j I )

rather than to what had been offered in the mission teaching which st

roused enthusiasm. It developed at a time of crisis but drew its fervor from
local clashes rather than from the national crisis with which it coincided.
The movement derived its strength from the fervent revelt of the young
against the continued attempt of the old to exploit them and their labor, and

from their anper at the refusal of the elders to respect the new skills the

{
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school generation had acquired. Within the movement there were ant

European elements, and attempts to use religion ds a means of acquiring

European power and skill for coping with tl

e new world in which powed
seemed open to acquisition, but these aspects waned as younger and younger
clemerits took control, Finally the enthusiasm disappeared, perhaps [rom
horédom when ritual and belief produced no permanent satisfactions, per-
liaps when young and old once more drew together beford what was seen

as a common threat to all the people, this time not from resettlement or from
P-0]

the Europeans, but from the new dangers of party politics.
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LAND LAW AND LAND HOLDINGS AMONG
VALLEY TONGA OF ZAMBIA?
E. COLSON

\ HEN WE ANTHROPOLOGISTS speak of land tenure, we may mean

any one of a number of things, such as: the legal rules regulating the ac-
quisition and use of land, the pattemn of holdings existent in a community at Some
given moment of time, the distribution of rights in land among a population, or
a combination of these. All may be interrelated, but there is no necessary close
reflection of one in another, The pattern of holdings depends upon a great many
circumstances which do not have a place in the land law of the community. The
same legal rules may therefore be conjoined with quite different patterns of land
holding depending upon the dircumstances within which they are applied. A
knowledge of the land law does not permit an observer to predice the likelihood
of finding any particular pattern of land holding unless he can also predict a great
many other influences which may be operating upon the community.2

This lack of a close relationship between legal riles and actual rights in land
was brought home to me when I began to analyze data on the land holdings of
residents of three villages of Chezia, a Valley Tonga neighborhood in the South.
ern Province of Zambia.® I have quantitative data on the ownership of fields at
two different periods in Chezia history: 1956-1957 and 1962-1963. In both years
men and women were asked how they had obtained each field they claimed. The
data refer to a universe of fields, not to the total acreage of land; even so, they

1 The research on which this paper was based was spensored by the Rhodes-Livingstone
Institute, Zambia. The paper was read at the April 1965 meeting of the Southwestern Anthro-
pological Association. I wish 1o thank my colleague, Dr. Thayer Scudder, both for use of his
feld notes on the Valley Tongs, and for reading and commenting on the manuscripe.

2 Some aspects of the problems examined in this paper have been discussed by Leach
(1961), Bichuyck (1963), and White (1963). :

3 For further description of the Valley Tonga, see Colson (1960, 1963, 1964), and Seudder
(1962). s

1
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VALLEY TONGA LAND LAW AND HOLDINGS

ved against their will inte a lightly po d recion in
Bty
itkets and

» proceeded to operate with the land Taw which had been
in force in their former hiome. This recognizes that any unapy ted land may
be claimed by the first comer, who then has full individual rights cver it. Ad-
Lerence to this feature of the law conflicted with the arrangements of the Ad-

ion for an orderly allotment of land in the rescttlement areas and against
any pretensions that chiefs and headmen may have been encouraged to raise as to
control of land distribution. The Administration had planned to distribute land
on a per capita base, so many acres to each man and woman. Headmen and chiefs
had argued that they had the right to distribute fields to their followers. But the
Valley Tonga examined the land, decided where they wished to cultivate, and then
cleared fields as rapidly as possible. The ultimate size of the holding depended
upon the owner’s ambition and to some extent upon the amount of labor be could
mobilize for clearing. Men might mark an area larger than they could personally
clear, and then allot a portion to a dependent who proceeded to bring the plot
into cultivation. In this case, the dependent was said to have received his land
from the original claimant, who could recover it if he quarreled with the holder
or if he nceded the field for his own use. Thus wives and daughters and sons and
younger brothers, who might have done the major amount of work in preparing
the new land, did not thereby acquire full rights to their fields and stood in
langer of forfeiture if they came in conflict with husband, father, or brother.
Some women took steps to safeguard themselves and claimed land apart from that
taken by their husbands, This they cleared for themselves and thereby established
their own individual rights in the fields, They were then free to give such land
to their children or to other kin without consultation with their husbands. If they
were divorced, they kept possession of the land. If they died, their land was in-
herited by their kin and did not revert to their husbands.

The action of both men and women shows a clear awareness that other aspects
of Tonga land law were also still in full operation. The individual rights of the
first claimant to unappropriated land are his to dispose of a5 he pleases. He may
retain them or transfer them to others either as a Joan or as a permanent gift, and
neither his kin nor fellow villagers have a right to restrain him. If he dies without
disposing of his rights, they form part of his estate and are inherited by his legal
heirs. These heirs, in the first instance, are his matrilineage. The matrilineage as a
corporate body then continues to maintain reversionary rights over the land,
though one or two of its members will take possession of the fields and have full
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cights of use in them, The holder of such lincage land has enly a life interest in

it. He may use it himself or he may loan any portion of it to a spouse, child, or

friend. He may not make an outright gift, for the lineage may resume control of
the 1and at his death and appoint another occupier.

These rules were still in force in 1962-1963. Men were allotting some of their
I:T-_“-_rcd L‘d‘.{! amang i_'!'!:TC!-'.I] 'e.T;u WELe ¢ :u_'hi;,'g J:‘..‘l.i".'..*?[y af-i'cr fmest Of f!‘lc :\-‘:?.i.!-
able land in the region had been preempted. Few land-owners had died in the
years between 1938 and 1962, but where inheritance had taken place, the new
fields formed part of the estate and were inkerited by the lineage, which then
allotted them to lineage members for cultivation.

The pattern of land-holding and the distribution of rights in land found in
1962 are therefore transition states. They represent the short time interval that
has elapsed since Chezia people entered their new homes, not a radical revolution in
land tenure. Can one predict, then, that given a sufficient period of time the new
Chezia will develop a pattern of land holding similar to that of old Chezia in
1956-19572 This would be to assume that the pattern found in 1956-1957 in old
Chezia was the inevitable outcome of the working of the legal rules of land tenure,
without regard to any other circumstances which might affect the situation. This
is certainly an oversimplification,

In 1956-1957, the Chezia people were living in their old homeland on the
Zambezi River where they cultivated fields of various types. Alluvial soils on the
banks of the Zambezi and in the delta of Chezia River were the favored soils and
probably it was their presence that stabilized the neighborhood. Such soils could be
kept in long-term cultivation and once cleared were not abandoned. Most river
fields had been cleared in the distent past. Few were in the hands of the first
cultivators. In addition to these alluviums there were old fields above the normal
limits of the annual Zambezi flooding which needed periodic fallowing to renew
fertility. These had become badly exhausted by 1956-1957 and for the most part
were in long-term fallow. Finally there were new bush gardens, some miles from
the Zambezi, which had been opened sometime after 1946 and then rapidly ex-
panded. These too would require fallowing, but few had completed the cycle of
use and depletion in 1956. The major portion of this land remained in cultivation,
most of it by the men who had first opened it. Almost all land suitable for clear-
ing had been occupied, and young men were already having difficulty in acquiring
bush fields on their own.

The pattern of holding found in 1956-1957, therefore, is also demonstrably an
unstable one, based upon the recent occupation of new land which had previously
been disregarded. This pattern was determined by circumstances which had lictle
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old Chezia in 1946, the time of greates

cq'..'.‘!I. New Chezia lacks some of the essenti

system of land tenure in old Chezia. Tt also takes its place in 2 rapidly expan
world, in which it is no lenger p otected by poor communications from full par-
ticipation in a comme

When the Chezia people were moved int on miles west of thelr
old homeland in 1958, the

them all with adequate fields, but only if they would adopt a system of crup

y found themselves in a region which could provide

rotation. The little alluvial soil available lies in small patches along the banks of
streamlets; men concentrated rather on clearing the thickets to give themselves
broad fields which they could cultivate with the plough. Varations i soil type
1

exist, which make some fields suitable for maize and sorghum production and

others only for millet; but these variations are insignificant in comparison with
the major differences in fertility and long-term cultivability that marked the ficlds
of the old atea. So far the first cycle of cultivation has not been completed in
new Chezia, and few have made an attempt to adopt a form of rotation to check
soil deterioration or faced the fact that there is lirtle land available for clearing
when the soil is exhausted. For the moment Chezia exists on its land capital
happily enough and it is impossible to predict swhat its people will do when this is
diesipated. Land quarrels are practically nonevistent. The distincdon between old
inhabitants and newcomers has disappeared. All are newcomers and all have
had equal opportunity to acquire fertile land. Though there are variations in wealth
this appears to have lost its sting. Most people seem to Lelieve that land is no
longer a difficulty, and rights in land are no longer something which must be
maintained at all costs, Men are willing to give fields to friends or kinsmen or
to abandon old fields when they &it new ones without thought to a future re-
sumption of rights. Those who maintain their claims most tenaciously are those
who seck to establish control over the labor of wives and other dependents. These
are ambitious men who need labor because the availability of land and the intro-
duction of ploughs have given them the opportunity to cultivate a larger acreage
than was formerly customary. They have also begun to think of their fields in a
cash nexus, since a market for foodstuffs is now developing. In the meantime some
of the younger men are beginning to envisage a way of life which is no longer tied
to Tand. They are specializing in other occupations, as fishermen, craftsmen,
traders, clerks, etc. Most of these men still expect to have fields and to supply their
wives with fields, but in neatby neighborhoods a few have abandoned cultivation
to live on purchased food. Other men now take wives and children to the towns
and no longer think it essential to maintain claims over land in the rural area.
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Land pressure may not become acute in new Cliezia for many years, if a por-
ion and import food from other areas, or if

tion of its people abandon cult
d emigration to the cities. New devices may also be developed for

the distribution of land. The emergent phase of land-holding may be one in
which lineages relax their rights to inherit land, if possession of land is no Tonger
al to subsistence, or are willing to sell such rights to those #n search of land.
This would reguire no change in the basic Jand law now in operation, but only a

willingness of people to convert existing rights into cash. This has slready hap-
ig Plateau Tonga, who bhave ¢
1

who have long since faced the implications of land shortage, cash crops, the de-

velopment of land improvements, and the : naintzin fertility in fields
which must be kept in cultivation.

In this paper I have traced some of the changes that have taken place in the
land tenure system in one Valley Tonga neighborhood over several decades, The
rules governing land tenure have remained the same, so far as we can judge,
through all the vidssitudes of the last forty years, but the actual patterns of
holdings have varied widely, and with it the distribution of rights in land. The
evidence seems to indicate that it is unwise to speak of Tonga land tenure in gen-
eral terms, There is certainly no ideal form of land tenure. No Tonga envisages
an ideal model to which the land holdings of his community should conform. He
can give the legal rules, as I have outlined them, but these rules in themselves
generate no model descriptive of any pattern of holdings. The patterns found
at any one time are, of course, statistical models, or rather statements about what
in fact can be or has been cbserved. Such models no doubt have their importance
for precision in description. They do not represent stages in any natural or re-
current cycle; they are not the inevitable consequences of the working of a set
of ideal norms. They represent the outcome of the interplay between a large num-
ber of social and natural factors, none of which are necessarily to be regarded as
constants.
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summonzd witchiinde
European cwned farm
cccasions in the past, an
have no evidence that belief in the efficacy of the witchfinder is
greater now than when 1 first visited the.Tonga., It is possible
that I am misinformed zbout the lack of involvement of Tonga chiefs
with witchfinding sessions. I am better satisfied with my information
on the role of diviners. ' I have known, talked with, and watched many
diviners at work, and have collected information on some hundreds of
divinations, most of which attribute misfortune to the anger of the
shades of the dead.

I have to thank my colleague, Dr. Thayer Scudder, for access to
his field notes on the Cwembe Tonga which corroborate my own findings
on the lack of involvement of the Middle River Tonga in witch-finding
movements. I also have to thank Dr. Ronald Cohen, of Northwesterm

University, for his comments on the original draft of this paper.

Recently anthropolbgists have begun to pay new attention to the im-
portance of the stranger or alien as an agent used by compe
within a community. His presence permits them to maneuver £ osition
without committing themselves irretrievably to a stand which might force a
ma jor confrontation and the breakdown of all on-going relationships. In

practice, of course, there are degrees of strangeness and different categories

of alienness. A community is likely to choose as its agents those aliens

or strangers who are most suitable to its purposes in particular situations,




Diviners and witchfinders: The Tonga of Zambia consu diviners on NuUmerous

occasions, in emergencies involving illness, accident, death or other mis-

fortune and to find explanations for untoward events of one kind or another.

They zalso seek from them prognostications on ious planned courses of actiomn.
f 3 = B &

The one who consults the diviner may

concerns or he may appear as the representative of a kin group. He may coa-
sult eithe local or strange diviners, who may use a variety of divination
techniques. Any diviner visiting a new area, whether he be 2 Tonga or a
complete alien, is likely to find local clients who say that a man from a
distance knowing nothing of local affairs is more likely to give a true
divination than is the local man who knows all about the ene who secks en-
lightenment. Tonga will also travel considerable distances to consult diviners

of reputation.

For minor matters, people are usually content with the services of
local diviners who are part of their community. The only rule they follow
s that a man or woman should seek a neutral tool. No man may divine his

own matter. It may be enough that the diviner is outside the immediate
household group: this removes him sufficiently from the situation so that
he counts as a neutral intermediary between the inquirer and the divining
power. Important matters, including death divinations and the divination
of misfortune to men of importance, are usually submitted to & number of

diviners, one of whom is sought at a distance. The pronouncement of the
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More recently, at lea
any diviner., The term
nga, incledes both herbalis I am not certain that

‘it would also be used of the
and the gossip has been whispere hrough village and neighbourhood. The
Tonga summon the witchfinder not to discover their sorcerers but to proclsim
them publicly in a menner that permits people to cope with them. Occasionally
it may h;ﬂpén that the witchfinder clears a suspected sorcerer and probably
all suspects hope that this will happen. Among those he accuses there may
be one or two about whom suspicion has not previously hovered. A complete
reversal of the general expectations would hardly be tolerable.

The witchfinder is therefore the mouthpiece of suspicion through whom
the community proclaims its knowledge and the wedium through which it comes
to terms with its known sorcerers.

Sorcery is most effective at close qu: rs, and it is most likely to
be used by those who have their reasons in personal eﬁmitias or ambitions,
In individual instances of divination it is upon kinsmen and neighbours that
the accusations usually fall, The witchfinder sought to cleanse a village,
when sorcerery is believed to be rife, must therefore of necessity be an
alien, a stranger. This ensures his neutrality; for as an unknown man from
a distance he cannot have been involved in the local misfortunes which are
the pretext of his summoning. He is no kinsman who would seek to shield

the guilty, Even if he is a sorcerer, znd his clients assume that he is, his

sole interest in this matter is his business contract with the village and




They have a ch They m -pent, surrender
and drink the medicine ;H' 7i. lestr ‘hem and their kin if they revert
to evil ways., Or they way remain p e ingvitsble butt
of all accusations when things go wrong.
would find their villages melting away;
by their followings; household heads might be de ted T pouses and children.
The accused sorcerer who accepts the verdict has the opportunity for reform
which allies him again with his fellows though at the cost of that influesnce
which his medicines had gained for him.

Despite the fact that the witchfinder is a stranger with no local interest
in the community in which he works, he affects the balance of power within
the community. The Tonga like many others suspect those who have wealth,
power, and influence of using sorcery to bring themselves forward, though
they also suspect.those'who lack power and advantage of turning to sorcery
through envy and malice or in an attempt to best those who have been sucessful.
Leaders of the factions within a neighbourhood are usually suspected sorcerers.

They are commonly said to be in a relationship known as basikulowanyina,

which can be translated as 'those who are bewitching one another.' They are
certain to have powerful medicines. A man would be a fool, so the Tonga

think, if he sought to acquire prominence before he had acquired the medicines

to protect himself'égainst all those who would feel envy at his rise, The

line between having powerful medicines for protection and using these medicines

against others is believed to be exceedingly thin. A man of prominence







‘her candidate for th
to protect the chiefs
hiefs became re
the rise of national polit
had created
rarties based on more thzan
lem concerned about popular support.
til the appearance of the parties, the Tonga attitude toward chief
rict messenger was much the same. It was worthwhile to intrigue
gainst either one, or indeed with him, but there were limits
chief ordistrict messenger could only be

above and the intrigue had to be phrased in terms acce;
tration. It is for this reason I would suggest that Tonga chiefs did not
become involved in their chiefly capacity with witchfinding. A chief com-
sulted diviners, as did his subjects, in his private capacity; some were
even recognized diviners of some fame. Private consultations might accuse
the chief of sorcery against the people of his village or chieftaincy, as
they might accuse his rivals as the source of his own misfortune. Open
accusation through the witchfinder did not take place. After all it could
have dopeilittle good to make a formal charge of sorcery against a chief.
There was nothing that could force him to accept the judgement and abandon
his sorcery. The Administration did not regard a witchfinder's pronounce-
ments as evidence nor recognize the sins he denounced. The witehfinder's
impartiality, based on his alien character, was therefore irrelevant., Effective

action against a chief in his official capacity meant presenting him as

nepotic, corrupt, inefficient, biased, arbitrary, or treasonous. These were

the sins recognized by the Administration, though not of course by the Tonga
who expected men to favour their kin, to know a good thing when they saw it
to procrastinate before interfering with others, and to evade if not oppose

the demands of the Administration. Killing by sorcery or the use of medicine
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id ocnly punish the
refore not be used to depose
he refused to reform. Public discovery and conviction of
sorcerer would hav eft b people still at his mercy. They could not
mass movemen E f?."’ m
undoubtedly lead to : nquiry in which the crime of

f encouragine treasonable

compounded with the crime o
st suthority. The people had to stay under
the chief where they continued to be answerable before h Thus the
chief was not vulnerzable as was the headman who could be pressured into re-
tiring or forced to reform by a threat that he would be abandoned. The
was far enough removed from the alien spere of authority so that no
al investigation was likely to follow the disappearance of his village.
no court before which his villagers must appear. He was vulnerzble.
The chief was not.

On the other hand, the witehfinder could not be used by the chief &5 zn
infallible ally against his own enemies., He could not produce such evidence
before the Administration in justifiecation of any action he had taken against
his rivals. The people could also ignore the findings, for the chief himself
as a continuing sorcerer could be held to have corrupted the medicine of the
witchfinder and forced it to indict the innocent. Opposing Factions could
argue that there had not been a fair test and that the real cause of trouble
remained undetected. The opposition was well aware of the laws on witchcraft

and sorcery. In a contest between a chief and his oppenents his seeking

to submit them to the ruling; of a witchfinder would have supplied them with

amnunition that counted with the Administration.

In other parts of Zambia and elsevhere in Africa, chiefs have used
witchfinders and controlled the oracles which accused men of sorcery, even
in the days of colonial rule. The Tonga chiefs' abstention is therefore
due to more than a simple appreciation of the attitude of the Administration.
I suggest that it rested upon the realization by the chiefs that they were
not regarded by their people as holding legitimate offices which must be
upheld at all costs. No chief could argue that he had the right to use
medicines which were necessary to ?§g§¢&f chieftaincy and tle nation against

S

E3
&
Toy o







whom they know
These are Europezans
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not cowmitted e same er h riot accept the li-
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The alien witchfin sable for community purposes because

result is predictable; the alien administrator, missionary, or other

cial is not usable in the same way since no one can predict the outcome

e is consulted.




