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DLish op \s Letter

Dear Friends,
Greetings!

This year the whole month of March falls within the Lenten Holy
Week and closes with Easter Sunday on 30th March. Theologically
speaking, this month rightly holds together our meditations and
reflections on the vicarious sufferings and death of Jesus Christ and
His resurrection into Eternal Life. The implications of such a perception
and personal relationship with Christ are beautifully summarised for us
by St. Paul in chapter 8 of the book of Romans. "For if you live
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body you will live." (Rom. 8:13). Please study
the whole chapter. Every human believer is thus assured of the
inheritance, like in the case of the human Jesus, of Life Etenal, which
is the very life of God. And the same Jesus after His death and
resurrection lives on with us all in this same human world. This is
the message of Jesus. Please recall that the same was our Diocesan
Theme last year, "Eternal Life for all is the goal of Christ's Mission.’

2. Housing for the Hut Dwellers :

As announced in February Bishop's Letter, this CSI Golden Jubilee
Year Project of Housing for the Hut Dwellers was inaugurated on the
nearly 4 acres vacant lands of the Church at Thaiyur village on the
East Coast by laying of foundation by the Most Rev. Dr. Edmond
Browning, the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in U.S.A. on
{1th February '97. Please pardon the mistake in announcing this
Bishop's name as 'Edward Brown" in the last issue of this magazine.

Thaiyur is one of the dozen villages with atleast 3 acres of vacant
lands where we planned to build a cluster of 40 houses in each village
with over head tank water supply and of course a Church cum
Community Hall. We hope to build in all 500 houses at the cost
of Rs.1 Lakh for every 3 houses under this scheme. Praise God, we
have received as contributions from Churches, Institutions and indi-
vidual Christian families, so far a total of about Rs.10 Lakhs, even though
we formerly launched this project proposal on 28th of September last
and the official appeal is yet to be sent out. Perhaps this letter can
be taken as initial appeal. But we await the approval of the meeting
of the March Diocesan Finance Committee. Yet | request the prayer
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suport of everyone who is inspired by the Christian intentions and

responsibility behind this project for concern with one of the three

basic rights of the least among our brothers and sisters (Matt. 25:40).

3. The Primate Bishop Browning from USA also dedicated on the
11th February the newly built St. Thomas Church at Salavan Kuppam
Village hardly 3 K.Ms. from Mamallapuram. This was the 125th Church
to be dedicated over the past 7 years in our Diocese. More importantly
this was ‘perhaps the 30th Church built under Twinning Relationship
between the rural pastorate village congregation and city based
pastorate, in this case, Santhome Tamil Church Pastorate in Mylapore,
Chennai. Interestingly enough, this precious land site of 18 cents was
bought some 10 years ago for the use of less than 10 families of
new converts from the village by the Evangelistic Band Members of
the CSI Korattur Congregation from Chennai. We can only Praise God
and commend such examples and increasing initiatives on the part
of the urban Congregations and pastorates for twinning with rural
pastorates and engaging in Evangelistic sharing including through
empowerment of our fellow believers from the weaker sections through
purchasing land sites for worship centres for them. It is inspired by
several such examples | was emboldened to propose at the Madras
Diocesan Council that every Congregation or Pastorate and the Property
Committee of our Diocese should worlk with the vision of raising
Christian Worship Centres at every 5 Kilometres distance away in
_different directions from our own respective Church buildings and
purchase the necessary land sites, atleast 1 ground and put:'up a shed
for worship to begin with. This idea was widely welcomed and many
have already taken enthusiastic initiatives in this regard.

4. During March and April several hundred of our own children
will be writing their final examinations in schools and colleges and
I request the teachers, parents, pastors and other interested friends
to support them in every way through our prayers sparing enough
time and personal attention for them,

Yours in the followship of the Risen Lord Christ.

M. AZARIAH
Bishop in Madras
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Theology of Life : A case study in India
GOD'S OPTION FOR THE POOR

Consultation on Theological Issues for the Indian
Church Today and Tomorrow

Issues which were used for reflection during the consultation
were :

Fragmentation : With the vicissitudes of today's world, everything
that held us together suddenly seems to have become weak, unable
to make us feel that we belong to one another. Traditions, religions,
cultures, languages, castes, classes, occupations, ethnic identities, etc.,
with the new demands on life, have become divisive factors as never
before. With the fear of the other and the assertion of smaller identities,
fragmentation has become a common feature, not only in India, but
also in the world. Struggles for freedom, justice, dignity and self-identity
on the one hand and ethnic, religious and linguistic conflicts on the
other, have become familiar to us. While we do not look at pluralism
as a negative phenomenon, we must nevertheless reflect upon this
issue of fragmentation because of its implications to the poor and the
future of our world. Ironically the Indian church itself is a fragmented
church. What is the meaning of the ministry of reconciliation and the
mission of God in this context of increasing fragmentation?

Polarisation : In the name of globalisation, the market forces are
propagating a new vision of the world which denies possibilities and
opportunities of growth to those who do not have resources. Besides
this there are many other systems and structures which are at work
further widening the gap between the rich and the poor, dominant
and dependent, urban and rural, male and female, strong and weak.
Consequently this phenomenon is creating a world where the powerless
and weak have no value. The under-privileged communities and people
such as women, Dalits, tribals, the rural and urban poor are going
to be further marginalised. Therefore, the question is whether the church
can stand with them or continue to remain neutral in this polarised
world.

Power : The abuse of power in the hands of opportunistic leaders
has become so common today shaping and reinforcing structures and
relationships that are often unjust and oppressive. Unfortunately, the
story of power in the church does not seem to be a better one. The
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combination of ritual and institutional power in the hands of a
centralised leadership set-up such as in the church has become a matter
of contradiction to the essence of the gospel and to the church's
avowed concern for the poor. How do we understand power and
exercise the same in the context of millions of powerless people?

Youth in transition : The impact of globalisation and the consequent
changes in values and priorities, the growing,i'ndividuajisﬁl', etc,, have
serious implications as we think of the future. At this juncture, we
need to focus on the less privileged young people, both from rural
and urban areas, who are caught between the demands of a
competitive, consumerist world on the one hand and the hard realities
of their poverty and social disprivileges making’ them vulnerable to
many evils on the other hand. What has been the attitude and the
response of the church towards these young people, and what are
the new directions as we think of the future?

The state of the Indian Church : The Indian church is as diverse
and puzzling as India itself. With a wide variety of theologies,
ecclesiologies, confessional and liturgical traditions, besides the linguis-
tic, ethnic and cultural distinctions, it seems hard to find a consensus
on our common service and witness to our nation. The enormous
volume of ethical reflection on a variety of issues that has been done,
or is being done, is of no use until and uniess the churches are enabled
to reflect seriously on what it means to be a church. Often preoccupied
with their own institutional matters and maintaining an urban, elitist
image, our churches are yet to internalise the values of justice and
equality within. What alternative models of church life can we think
of in order to remain credible and faithful?

Leadership: Most of our leaders have become a source of
embarrassment and so are their styles of functioning. Uninhibited
corruption, nepotism, highly materialistic life styles, political opportun-
ism and victimisation authoritative hierarchy, lack of accountability, in-
numerable court cases, lack of sound or many times, any, theological
direction, etc., - this endless list is what speaks about our leaders and
these seem to have become the outstanding characteristics of many
a 'successful' church leader today. What do we do with this aspect
of church life?

Message to our Churches and Christian Communities :

We, the 68 participants of this consultation, representing the
churches, theological colleges and various organisations in India, have °
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spent three days reflecting together on the state of our churches and
their responses to some of the crucial issues of our time with the over-
all purpose of envisaging a theology of life based on the affirmation
God's option for the poor. The increasing fragmentation and polarisation
of people and the society, the unabated marginalisation of the poor,
the abuse of power and the repression of dissent, and the predicament
of those young people who are caught between the demands of a
consumerist world on one hand and the hard realities of their poverty
on the other, were some of the issues that caught our special attention.

Threats to life:

As we met to discuss the theological issues for the Indian church
today and tomorrow, we have become conscious of the new threats
to life at the threshold of a new millennium and the context of the
ongoing struggles of:

@ the rural and urban poor for food, shelter, clothing and employ-
ment;

@ the Dalits for human dignity and justice;
women for life and equality;

® the tribas who are struggling for self-identity and against the
destruction of their very livelihood and habitats;

® the numerous threats to all forms of life and to the survival of
the earth;

® those children who are struggling to survive by giving up their
childhood;

e the aged, the differently-abled, and the destitutes who are made
to look at themselves as a burden;

the young for whom the future has become a nightmare, and
those who have become victims of drug abuse and AIDS.

Denial of opportunities, struggle for day to day survival, violence
of different sorts, social evils, threats and fears, are the features of their
common experience. With no opportunities for participation in any
structure of the society or upward mobility, and now with the disastrous
market economy, the poor are being marginalised further. Therefore,
we hold that today's India denies life and dehumanises many who

are weak and powerless.



Qur churches:

We have looked at the ways that we, as churches, have responded
to the challenges posed by the situation. While we do acknowledge
the overall concern and sensitivity of the churches to these, we also
realise the urgent need to introspect and rediscover what it means
to be a church in the present situation.

We discussed about the existing pattemns of church life. We realise
that while professing concemn for the poor and the marginalised we
have not allowed that concern to shape our life and relationships in
community. We have helped them but did not join them in their
struggles. We have understood sin and salvation in narrow individu-
alistic ways and failed to condemn the systemic violations of life here
on earth, and to profess salvation as holistic and corporate. We have
preached about the hope of life that comes after death and rarely about
the promise of fullness of life for all. We have often misinterpreted
the scriptures to justify oppressive values and relationships based on
caste, class and gender discrimination. We have perpetuated oppres-
sion of the poor either directly or through our silence. Our present
forms of theological understanding, by and large, tend to be either
other worldly and mystic or rational and church-based, alienating
people of other faiths, marginalising the simple and the lowly, rejecting
our responsibility to the rest of the creation. What we have failed to
recognise is the need to have a theology of life for all people rather
than one that is meaningful only to those within the church.

An appeal for a Theology of Life:

Therefore, we realise that affirming our faith in God in Christ in
this dehumanised and dehumanising situation calls us for a renewed
committment to life in all its fullness for all and to the vision of a
new world. It implies commitment to a pattern of life as given to
us by Christ who proclaimed victory of life over death, oppression,
bondage, discrimination and who gave us the model of shared life
in the ideal of living the neighbour as one's self. We need to be guided
by a theological vision that affirms the wholeness and unity of all life
and all people. We also realise that such a theology of life cannot
emerge from mere paternalistic compassion for the poor, but can only
emerge from the experiences and perspectives of those for whom life
is denied and from the consciousness of the present threats to and
struggles for life, the increasing injustice as well as the signs of hope
in the growing awareness of the poor. Therefore, being in solidarity
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with those for whom life is denied and apprehending the meaning
and promise of life in these struggles of people are essential for this
theological discovery.

Its implications :

Poverty in India is not merely an economic phenomenon but is
essentially rooted in the socio-cultural heritage of the society. This fact
compels us to critically evaluate the effectiveness of our ministries. We
believe that we need to fight poverty and its roots if we are serious
about our concemn for the poor. We need to condemn poverty as a
systemic sin and openly commit ourselves to be in solidarity with those
who are thus sinned against.

India’s poor today are not just a hapless, passive lot. They are getting
organised in a big way to resist, assert and claim their share of justice.
They are becoming aware of the structural dimension of their poverty,
of the possibilities of change of their rights and the tremendous
potential of their collective power. This eruption of the poor is
threatening to shake the very foundations of the Indian society - caste
and patriarchy - and offers new signs of hope. Therefore, now is the
time for the church to decide whether it wants to be on the side
of the powerful for the sake of its own survival and safety or to be
with the poor in their historic march towards a new India of justice
and life for all. We need to see ourselves as partners with the poor
in furthering the mission of God.

As we discem the processes of marginalisation and the blatant, as
well as subtle, methods of marginalisation in the society based on
language, race, ethnicity, caste, class, gender, age, religion, region,
etc., we need to ensure the absence of all such forms within our
churches.

We also need to take part and support the liberation struggles which
are taking place in the church and society. The mission for the church
is to be in the vanguard of life and to stand with all forces and elements
which are committed to the values of God's reign of justice, love and
abundant life for all. The resources of our churches must be used to
support such liberation movements. This also implies that the present
models of authoritative hierarchy and centralised power structures do
not: go well with the churches' concern for the victims of power
structures.

We need to discover new forms of koinonia in a pluralistic context.

®



The Theology of Life invites us to a koinonia of communities with
various religious and ideological persuasions based on the affirmation
that Christ died for all, reconciling to God the Creator, Sustainer and
Redeemer, all of humanity and the whole of creation.

[t is in this context that a theology committed to life instills hope
for the Indian church. This Theology of Life affirms God's option for
the poor by challenging the values of the world with the values of
God's reign as told to us by Christ. This means changing our life-
style and structures. This also implies rediscovering the church in terms
of the local, and essentially of people, rather than hierarchy and
structures. Therefore, a Theology of Life is a theology of sharing and
just releationships. It calls for a reorientation of relationships based on
a proper understanding of our faith. It compels a radical re-ordering
of our life-styles, attitudes and structures of human relationships in
community. To be just and humane is a conscious moral and spiritual
choice that one has to make in the context of life in community.

Towards a new ecclesia

Based on these, we envision a new church (ecclesia) in the present
Indian context that comprises all sections of the poor and the
oppressed, along with those in solidarity with them and also the
redeemed oppressors. This new ecclesia transcends all barriers of caste,
class, gender and denominations, and strives to sum up all things in
Christ.

A shared life in the sharing of resources in total obedience to the
commandment of loving the neighbour as oneself will form the
neighbour as one's self will form the over arching principle of this n
koinonia. =

The new ecclesia affirms the centrality of God who liberates. The
praxis of this faith is reflected in the praxis of the church which is
undergirded by the affirmation in Christ's redemption through His
incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection. Its pastoral and diakonal
functions are to be in the service of the poor enabling them to hearld
the reign of God in our midst.

The new ecclesia affirms a spirituality that confornts and over comes
all life-negating forces and strives to build the community rooted in
the love of God, Justice, peace and the integirty of creation.

Courtesy : Echoes 10/1996°
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One fine morming, we received a lefter from the Chief Educational Officer,
of the North Arcot Ambedkar District informing us that Goodlet was one of
the six schools to represent the District with exhibits in the State - Level Science
Exhibition for Schools to be conducted in Salem. Within a short span of time,
we had to prepare our exhibits. Our teachers, with least hesltation, devoted
themselves heart and soul to prepare three models. We planned to present
them totally in a new dimension as to fall in line with the topic given to us.
And soon, three exhibits were made meticulouslyl We were sure that our
models would, for certain, aftract definite audience appeal.

e |

Mr, Joseph Mohan Rajesekar and Mr. K. Vasudevan, our P.G. Assistants, and
three pupils, D. Vijay Devakumar, S. Wilson Premkumar and Pari wenf fo Salem
to exhibit our models. The Headmaster dlso visited them one day and his visit
was d boost fo the participants.

On the last day of the Exhibition, we had a phone message fromn Salem
that our exhibits won the Second Prize in the State-level. We stood first in our
District. Oh! we were swept off our feetl This meriforious prize reflects credit
on the ability of our stoff. It has added another feather fo Goodlet's Cap.
And it is a glow of pride fo our Diocese, foo! Our heartful thanks are due
to Mr. A, Ebenezer, Elango, Nathan, our Computer Master, who prepared the
model which eamed the prize for us. Thanks be o the studious efforts of our
staff and pupils. We have determined to set ourselves to finding ways and
means of retaining and raising up the tone and decorum of our school. We
bow down our heads and lift up our hearfs in thankfulness to the Lord, our
Greaft Master.

Another glad news is that one of _our pupils, S.Prakash XI-C, won the
Championship in he Divisional level Sporfs Meet,

Glory be to God in the Highest!
A. George Purushothaman
Headmaster,
Goodlet Hr, Sec. School, Sholinghur
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Rev. Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On Friday evening, 14th February, a large congregation gathered
in St. George's Cathedral to give thanks to God for the life and service
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the American civil rights leader.
Special guests of the Diocese were our neighbours from the American
Consulate, headed by Ms.Michele |. Sison, the Consul General in
Madras.

The service, led by the Bishop in Madras The Rt. Rev. Dr. M. Azariah,
opened with the strong hymn "All Creatures of our God and King,"
written by Francis of Assisi and known &s the Canticle of the Sun.
Ms. Sison spoke about the remarkable life of Dr. King and his
connections to India. She portrayed him as a hero for all people, and
a champion of non-violent struggle for justice. Dr. King was the
youngest person ever to receive the Nbobel Peace Prize at age 35,
and although he lived to be only 39 years old, his truthfulness and
commitment keep his spirit alive.

The choir of Ewarts School sang a moving medley of spirituals,
starting off with Swing Low Sweet Chariot and including beautiful solos.
What Rev. King stood for and died defending were expressed in the
Bible readings. Amos (chapter 5 verse 24) contains one of the lines
from his famous speech 'l Have a Dream": 'But let justice roll down
like water, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream." In the letter
to the Galatians (3:26-28) the common bonds of all people are
emphasized: “for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith... there is no longer slave or free..." Isaiah the prophet in chapter
11 verses 1 to 9 describes the Pezceful Kingdom, to be brought to
earth by Christ. "the spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.... with
righteousness he shall judge the poor.. the wolf shall live with the
lamb.... for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea." The Gospel reading from Luke chapter 4, verses
14 to 21 tells us of Jesus fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, bringing
good news to the poor, and letting the oppressed go free.

Rev. Oy. John C.B. Webster delivered the message, charged with
emotion and seriousness of the occasion. He spoke about his personal
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experience as a student joining in the civil rights movement and facing
discrimination as they broke barriers-of skin colour at restaurants. He
spoke of the magnetic power of Rev. King who preached about,
marched for, jailed for, and sacrificed his life for the freedom for all
people in bondage. Rev. Webster, who as a missionary in India for
many years and historian of Dalit Christians, sees the bondage on
opposite sides of the world. At the close of his message, he led the
congregation with interlocked arms in singing "We Shall Overcome."
This song is the rousing trademark of the civil rights movement in
the US.

"We Shall Overcome' iis a familiar song to all of us. We sing it
in India on Independence: Day in English, Hindi, and our regional
languages. It was the themie song of the NSS (National Service Scheme)
for young people. It seems to have come into India through the student
Christian groups.

In the U.S., the song 'We: Shall Overcome' brings to mind the face
and voice of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. We see him especially in
the front line of the freedom marchers. This song became the hymn
and the trademark of the civil rights movement, which many of us
either witnessed or participated in during the 1960's and 70's.

But where did this rousing, memorable song come from? Dr. King
referred to it as a spiritual. According to music historians, however,
it is not actually a spiritual, although it is sung in the style of one.

The song is said to be derived from a gospel classic 'I'll Overcome
Someday” written by Charles Albert Tindley in the early 1900Q's. The
tune seems to be borrowed from the spiritual "No More Auction Block
for Me." Union workers in Charleston, South Carolina adapted the song
around 1945 and it became a theme song in that area. From South
Carolina, it joined the movement for civil rights in the 1950's.

Dr. King made it very plain that racism exists throughout the world.
To him, discrimination was based not only on skin colour. As John
F. Kennedy said, "A threat to justice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere." The song "We Shall Overcome" is about fighting injustice
wherever it is found. It exprezsses courage, faith in God, and solidarity

and hope.



Why do we in South India remember and honour Martin Luther
King, even almost 30 years after his death? Within his short life, he
transferred Gandhi's conviction of peaceful protest to another society,
tomn by divisions of race. His leadership of the civil rights movement
was a pastor leading his people towards the Peaceful Kingdom. He
is deservedly a hero of all oppressed peoples in the world who struggle
against the labels of discrimination that are stuck on them. Whether
the system of exploitation is called racism or caste, it is not all equally
evil? Does not India suffer from prejudice based on skin colour? Is
not caste a form of racism?

We remember Rev. King because he stands for hope. As part of
the Affirmation of Faith, we read in unison that we believe there is
reason to hope, that we find it in our journeys, in people, and in every
comer of creation. We find it when we see women, men and children
in a thousand creative ways continue to live without surrendering
themselves to any wordly thing or human person. We do not believe
that we should continue to be silenced and quietly accept the fist that
strikes us down. Because we have hope, we continue to struggle for
liberation.

In our prayer of supplication, we prayed together: gracious God,
in the face of injustice there is no neutral ground. We are quick to
condemn injustice but eager to maintain systems of injustice for the
benefits they bring to some of us. Make us accountable for our
hypocrisy. Shake us from our lethargy; awaken us to your command
to let justice roll down like water. Amen.

The service of Thanksgiving ended on another strong note in the
singing of the magnificent hymn, "O God Our Help in ages Past." As
long as the struggle for freedom and human rights continues, Martin
Luther King, Jr. will be remembered, and his dream will be kept
alive.

Anne M. Dayanandan
M.C.C. Tambaram
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MARTIN LUTHER KING : A DREAMER*

First of all, I would like to thank Bishop Azariah for the opportunity
to join you this evening for this service. It is truly a joy to be here
with you. To me, it is astounding to think that, had he lived, Martin
Luther King would be only 68 years old, a reminder that he was not
yet 40 when his quest to achieve racial justice came to an end on
that very sad day in Memphis more than a quarter century ago.

King was a remarkable man-he entered Morehouse College at the
age of 15 and was ordained a Baptist minister at the age of 17. He
then graduated from theological seminary in 1951 at the age of 22,
and began his work as pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
in Motgomery, Alabama at the age of only 24,

He was just 35 when he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
his civil rights work, the youngest man ever to win this award. It is
tribute to the universality of Martin Luther King's message that his
birthday is a national holiday in the United States but is also celebrated
in more than 40 countries.

What we celebrate is more than just Reverend King's memory; we
honor as well the moral ideal of peaceful, non-violent protest, which
formed the cornerstone of King's civil rights crusade. Prayer vigils,
lectures, readings, and services such as this one are conducted to honor
the man and the extraordinary courage he showed in challenging a
system of segregation that was then so firmly entrenched in the
southemn United States.

From the beginning, Reverend King's strategy was based on non-
violence and inspired by the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, whose
policy of civil disobedience helped with India's independence from
British rule. He was deeply interested in the concept of Satya Graha,
Gandhi's principle of non-violent persuasion. King often told friends
that "from my Christian background I gained my ideals and from
Gandhi's operational technique ."

* Extract of speech delivered by Ms. Michele ]. Sison, the American Consul
General in Madras at Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration Service at St.George's
Cathedral on 14th February 1997
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Dr. King's Nobel Prize speech in Oslo in December 1964 stressed
that the award was a recognition that non-violence was the answer
to the crucial political and moral question of our time-the need for
man to overcome oppression and violence without resorting to violence
and oppression. Dr. King decided early on to use this weapon as his
main instrument of social protest.

Following the wake of the year-long 1954 Montgomery, Alabama
bus boycott against segregated transportation, one of my country's
landmark examples of non-violent resistance, Dr. King was contacted
by a group of prominent Indians led by R.R. Diwakar of the Gandhi

Memorial Trust.

The ideas your countrymen discussed with King intrigued the
Reverend and took root in his new strategies. Shortly thereafter King
was once again arrested on trumped-up charges and sentenced either
to pay a fine of $ 14 or to serve 14 days in jail.

King rose in the court room to accept the jail sentence, delivering
what to our ears sounds like a very Gandiji-like declaration. "Your
honor, you have no doubt rendered a decision which you believe
to be just and right... but my action is motivated by the impelling
voice of conscience."

The sympathetic public response to King's plea had the odd result
of causing a white sheriff to pay King's $14 fine just to prevent King
from usihg jail as a symbol of his cause. As Dr. King moved on to
the world stage, he became increasingly interested in Gandhi's
strategies and beliefs.

In 1959, King made a trip to India to pursue this fascination. While
in India, Dr. King dined with Nehru and with Nehru's daughter, Indira
Gandhi. For more than four hours, they discussed race, colonizxation,
Gandhi's philosophy, communism, non-alignment, and non-violence.

Dr. King remained in India for more than a month, honing his views
on these subjects. He began pointing out in his speeches that ‘we
who engage in non-violent direct action are not only the creators of
tension. We merely bring to the surface the hidden tension that is

already there."
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As Reverend King and his followers faced the ensuing years in
America of lunch counter protests, bloody freedom rides, school
desegregation, voter registration drives, church bombings, and the
March on Washington, two themes developed by King in the
Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott and refined on his trip to India
remained center-stage: non-violent resistance and incarceration as
protest.

Martin Luther King's legacy of lending moral persuasion to causes
through non-violent resistance is his gift to us and it is what we honor
this evening. ‘I still have a dream’, said Dr. King in August 1963
at the March on Washington. "It is a dream deeply rooted in the
American dream. | have a dream that one day this nation will rise
up and live out the true meaning of its creed: We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal."

Dr. Martin Luther King had a dream, not just a program. He
changed hearts, not just minds. His life is eloquend testimony to the
idea that one man can make a difference. From Birmingham jail in
1963, he wrote that "we will have to repent in this generaiton not
merely for the hateful words and actions of the bad people but for
the appalling silence of the good people."

And if he were able to speak to us today, there is no doubt that
Dr. King would counsel every citizen of the United States and every
citizen of the world not merely to celebrate how far we have come
along the road to freedom and justice, but to continue the struggle
until the journey is complete.

As he said in one of his most famous speeches, "When we allow
freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every
hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed
up that day when all of God's children-black men and white men,
Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics-will be able to join hands
in sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at last, free at
last; thank God almighty, we're free at last.'

The assassin's bullet may have terminated Dr. King's physical
progress toward fulfillment of his ambitions for his society and the
world, yet his dream continues to motivate those today who search

for unity and peace.
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Rev, J. Adiss Armold
Registrar

Gurukul Theological College
94 Purasawalkam High Road
Kilpauk, Madras - 600 010

To February 15, 1994

ev., Lalit Mohan Ramjan
«E.L, Church Compound
Rajgangpur
P,0O. Rajgangpur « 770 017
Dist. Sundargarh (Orissa)

Dear Rev., Lalit Mohan Ramjan,

This is in response to your letter dated Feb, 10, 1994,
As I have informed in my earlier letter you have to
send all these documents, '

They are:

1, Medical Fitness Certificate
2. A fresh sponsorship letter from your Bishop
3. A Passport size photograph

The Medical Fitness Certificate and the sponsorship
letter from your Bishop, both of which you had send-

last year along with your last years Application will

not be valid for this year. Hence, we are asking

you to send a fresh Medical Fitness Certificate using

the Form that we have sent to you and a fresh sponsorship
letter from your Bishop. Try to get these documents

as early as possible,

With best wishes,

Ym"“ sincerely,

(J. ADISS ARNOLD)

CC: Rev. C.S.R., Topno, President, Gﬁnc"//
Dre. D.W, Jesudoss, Principal, Gurukul

JAA/1m



AppEakx

V/// Ceurt Cases
I A. Evictien 80/87 G.E.L.Church Vrs N.Minz
2. Lvictien 81/87 G.E.L.Church Vrs Bijay Teppe

3, T.5. 127/78
MIS 3 Suresh Teppe Vrs N.Minz

II 1. T.S. 285/86 N.Minz Vrs S.Mehan M.G.

2s TeSe 77/89 Vij‘y T.Pp. Vrs C.S.R.T.pno
3. High Court Appeal Niranjan Ekka Vrs. G.L.L.Church
& Others.
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
( Registered Under Societies Registration Act. XXI of 1860 )
Vide No. 273-7 of 30-7-1921

Rev.C.S.R. Topno Rev.S. Toppo Shri J. S. Tepno Rev. S, K. Jolo Head Office .
M.A.B,D. M. Th. B.A. L. Th, B. A, ( hons) B. Ed. B. A. B.Th. G, E. L church, Ranchi
Pramukh Adhyaksh Up. Pramukh Adhyaksh Secretary Treasurer Bihar/Indis, Phone 23358
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
( Registered Under Socicties Registration Act, XXI of 1860 )
Vide No. 273-J of 30-7-1921

Rev.C.S.R. Tophe Rev.S. Toppo Shri J. S. Topno Rev. S, K. Jolo Head Office :

M.A.B,D. M. Th. B. A. L. Th, B.A. ( hons ) B.Ed. B. A. B.Th. @. E. L, church, Ranchi
Pramukh Adhyaksh Up. Pramukh Adhyaksh Sacretary Treasurer Bihar/Indis, Phone 23368
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
( Registered Under Societies Registration Act, XXI of 1860 )
Vide No. 273-7 of 30-7-1921

Rev.C.S.R. Topne Rev.S. Toppo Shri J. S. Topno Rev. S. K. Joio Head Office :

M.A.B,D. M. Th. B.A.L Th, B.A. ( hons) B. Ed. B.A.B.Th. « ©EiL-ehurch; Ranchi

Pramukh Adhyaksh Up. Pramukh Adhyaksh Secretary Treasurer Bihar/india, Phone 23358
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
( Registered Under Societies Registration Act, XXI of 1860 )

Vide No. 273-J of 30-7-1921

Rev.C.S.R. Tophe Rev, S. Toppo Shri J. S. Topno Rev. S. K. Jojo Head Office :
M.A.B, D, M. Th, B.A.L. Th. B.A. ( hons) B. Ed. B.A.B.Th, , G, E. L. church, Ranchi
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM
( Registered Under Societies Registration Act, XXI of 1860 )
Vide No. 273-J of 30-7-1921

Rev.C.S.R. Topho Rev.S. Toppo Shri J. S. Topno Rev. S. K. Joio Head Office :
M. A.B, D. M. Th. B. A. L. Th, B.A. ( hons) B.Ed. B. A. B.Th. 6. E. L. church, Ranchi
Pramukh Adhyaksh Up. Pramukh Adhyaksh Ssecratary Treasurer Blher/India, Phone 23358
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1997 and Beyond

What the future holds




n July 1 1997, the sovereignty
of Hong Kong reverts to China.
Under a unique arrangement referred
to as "One Country, Two Systems”,
Hong Kong will become a Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR)
of China enjoying a high degree of

autonomy.

But what will that mean in practice?
Here are some answers.

STATUS
The Sino-British Joint Declaration on the
future of Hong Kong, signed in 1984 and
lodged with the United Nations, states that
Hong Kong’s capitalist lifestyle shall remain
unchanged for 50 years after 1997; it will be
free to continue its own political, social and
economic systems; and will enjoy a high
degree of autonomy except in foreign and
defence affairs. These and other assurances are
endorsed in the Basic Law (mini constitution)
promulgated by China in 1990.

VISAS

Visa requirements for visitors to the HKSAR
will remain as they currently are under

c g British sovereignty. The Hong Kong
‘ Al Immigration Department will
F O continue to process and approve
& applications for visas from those

that require them. The only

UNITID STATES

i difference will be that Chinese

= rather than British consulate offices
will accept the applications. Visas issued for
visits straddling the change of sovereignty will
remain valid.



LANGUAGE
English will remain as an
official language and
English signage will be
maintained. English
names of buildings, streets and
attractions will not change, although some
organisations and clubs will drop the “Royal”
title.

CURRENCY

The HKS$ will remain as a
separate, internationally
recognised currency linked
to the USS, and backed by @
one of the biggest foreign ;
exchange reserves in the =
world.

TRADE
- The HKSAR will maintain the status of a
free port and separate customs territory,
and pursue the policy of free trade. Hong
Kong will continue as an independent
member of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) and be free to
negotiate bilateral trade agreements.

FINANCE/BANKING
The HKSAR will retain Hong
Kong's current role as an
independent, international
financial and banking centre
with its own established
regulatory controls.




ADMINISTRATION

Hong Kong will be run by Hong Kong
people. The Chief Executive of the
HKSAR must be a local person
who has lived at least 20 years in
Hong Kong. Similarly, Principal
Officials require at least 15 years’
residence. Chinese leaders have
affirmed that Beijing will not send
any mainland officials to run the HKSAR.

LAW

The existing legal and judicial systems
under English Common Law will be
maintained, ensuring continued
recourse to tried and trusted means of
litigation and rule of law. The Judiciary
will remain independent with a Final
Court of Appeal based in Hong Kong.

SECURITY

The same local Police Force that has made
Hong Kong one of the safest cities in the world
will continue to maintain law and order under
its existing lines of command. Current
crime rates are lower
than 10 years ago and
violent crime has been
decreasing for several
years. Visitors can feel safe
to walk the streets at night
with the added assurance
that patrolling police are
never far away.

BORDER

The border between mainland
China and Hong Kong

will be retained and controls
maintained on the movement
of people from China into
Hong Kong.




JUNE/JULY 1997

- & e
Airlines Hﬂ‘“&'—z—-?

Major airlines serving Hong
Kong report strong demand |
for tickets, particularly on
North American and United
Kingdom routes. Potential visitors at that peak
time should secure early reservations.

Hotels &

Demand for hotel rooms is high with
- some establishments already fully
{ booked. However, a good selection of
| rooms in most categories is still
available. Most hotels are offering
multiple-day packages with minimum
stays ranging mainly from three to
seven nights. Early reservations are
advised. By June 1997, there
will be at least 34,300 rooms
in 89 hotels.

NOTE: Special booking procedures and roomn
rates apply ONLY to the short period of high
demand before and after July 1 1997 — normal
seasonal room rates will, of course, be in force at
all other times during 1997. For the most up-to-
date information on Hong Kong, please visit the
HKTA's Wonder Net site on the Internet at
www.hkta.org

Information is correct as of November 1996,




HONG KONG TOURIST ASSOCIATION OFFICES

HEAD OFFICE

11th Floor, Citicorp Centre

18 Whitfield Road

North Point, Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2807 6543
Information Service
{multilingual): (852} 2807 6177
[nternet: www.hkta, org

AUSTRALIA AND

NEW ZEALAND

Level 4, Hong Kong House
80 Druitt Street

Sydney, NSW 2000
Australia

Tel: (02) 9283 3083
E-mail: hktasyd@hkta.org

PO, Box 2120, Auckland
New Zealand
Tel: (09) 575 2707

EUROPE, AFRICA AND
THE MIDDLE EAST
4th/5th Floors,

125 Pall Mall

London SW1Y SEA, UK
Tel: (0171) 930 4775
E-mail; hktalon@hkta.org

Escalier C, 8éme etage

53 rue Frangois ler
75008 Paris, France

Tel: (01) 4720 3954
E-mail; hktapar@hkta.org

Humboldt Strasse 94
D-60318 Frankfurt/Main
Germany

Tel: (069) 95 91 29-0
E-mail: hktafratwhkta.org

cfo Sergat Italia Sel

Casella Postale 620

00100 Roma Centro, Italy
Tel: (06} 688 013 36/686 9112
E-mail: hktarom@hkta.org

cfo Sergat Espafia 5.1
Pau Casals 4

08021 Barcelona, Spain
Tel: (93) 414 17 94
E-mail: hktaben@hkla.org

cfo Airline Marketing Services
PO, Box 12179

5-102 25, Stockholm, Sweden
Tel: 46 {0) 8-653 5711

E-mail: hktasto@hkta.org

¢/o Development Promotions
(Pty.) Ltd,

IO, Box 9874

Johannesburg 2000

South Africa

Tel: (011) 339 4865

E-mail: hktajnb@hkta.org

JAPAN

4th Floor,

Taho Twin Tower Building
1-53-2 Yurakucho, Chivoda-ku
Tokyn 100

Tel: (03) 3503 0731

E-mail: hktatyo@hkta.org
Internet: www. hkta.org/japan

#th Floor, Osaka Saitama Building
3-5-13 Awaji-machi, Chuo-ku
Osaka 541

Tel: (D6) 229 9240

KOREA

¢fo Glocom Korea

Suite 1105, Palknam Building
188-3 Eulchiro 1-Ka
Chung-Gu, Seoul

Korea

Tel: (822) 778 4403

E-mail: hktakor@hkta.org

SOUTHEAST ASIA

9 Temasek Boulevard
#3403 Suntec Tower Two
Singapore 038989

Tel: {65) 336 5800

E-mail: hktasin@@hkta.org

TAITWAN

9th Floor, 18 Chang An Tast Road
Sec. 1, Taipei

Taiwan

Tel: {02) 581 2967

Hong Kong Information Service:
(02) 581 6061

E-mail: hktatpe@hkta.ong

USA AND CANADA

Suite 1220, )

10940 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90024-3915
USA

Tel: (310) 208 4582

E-mail: hktalax@hkta,org
Internet: www. hkta.org/usa

Suite 200, 610 Enterprise Drive
Oak Brook, IL 60521

USA

Tel: (630) 575 2828

E-mail: hktachi@hkta.org

5th Floor, 590 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10036-4706
Usa

Tel: (212) 869 5008/869 5009
E-mail: hktanyc@hkta.org

Jrd Floor,

Hong Kong Trade Centre

9 Temperance Street
Toronto, Ontario MSH 1Y6
Canada

Tel: (416) 366 2389

E-mail: hktayyz@hkta.org

Printed in Hong kong for the Hang Kong Tourist Association, December 1996, (ED94E)
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jﬂanédgi uing \S;(‘zruice

Mrs. Gloria Rajaratnam
2 November 1925 17 February 1997

“And now, my friends, all that is true, all
that is noble, all that is just and pure, all
that is lovable and gracious, whatever is
excellent and admirable - fill all your

thoughts with these things.”

Philippians 4 : 8
NEB



The United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India
and

Dr. K. Rajaratnam’s family

cordially invite you for a

Thanksgiving Service
for the life of

Mrs. Gloria Rajaratnam

on Wednesday 26th February, 1997 at 6.00 p.m.

at Gurukul Lutheran Theological College and Research Institute,

Kellys Corner, Kilpauk, Chennai - 600 010.

You are also invited to the fellowship dinner

following the service.

Dr. K.M. Shyamprasad Rev. Dr. Prasanna Kumari
On behalf of the family Executive Secretary, UELC
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LOCAL - CONTRIBU’[‘ION ACCOUNT
CHURCH'’S AUXILIARY FOR SOCIAL ACTION

Resource Centre, Sarnatoli

No. 287 | Date/.’o76/.. o 99?5
Received with thanks from . AN oo A e

the sum of Rupees .. M ztz&)‘-z_.f 7,14'\‘)12}? \ﬁpgcj

by Cash/Cheque/D. D./ No..

drawnon ......... (E:account of ’med)\ ’) A/D f,z_f 3
Qo. /9.57 L= S for CASA RESOURCE CENTRE, ﬁHNATOLI

This r‘clept is valid subje to realisation of Cheque/Draft,
NOTE - The cost of products may change, if the'cost of raw materials change after recemng

order.
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GOSSNER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN CHOTANAGPUR & ASSAM .

(Registered Under Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860)
Vide No. 273-J of 30-7-1921

Most. Rev. C.S.R. Topno ’ Head Office :

M.A.B.D.M.Th, G.E.L. Church, Ranchi - 834 001
MODERATOR Bihar, India » Ph. : 311513
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church’s ausilinry for social action
( Regi{fered under the Societies’ Act XXI of 1860 )

CALCUTTA Post Box No, 9297 Telegrams : GIFTS, CALCUTTA
AREA 5, Russell Street Telephone : 29-8206/29-8187
OFFICE . Calcutta-700 071 Telex : 021-5579

Ref : Package/Bihar 9F-& .29 May, 1996

Pramukh Adhyaksha
. GEL Church

GELC Compound
Main Road

Ranchi - 834 001

Dear Sir,

Sub: Stud of Contemporary Critical Development Issues in
South Bihar

At the very onset we would like to introduce ourselves and
our functions. Church's Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA)

is s Secular Voluntary Organisation which came into
existence in 1947 as a result of an appeal by the then Prime
Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in order to provide

assistance to the victims of partition.

From its inception, tiil date CASA has gone through many
changes starting as a Relief Organisation and then slowly
diverting its thrust area towards sustainable development
irrespective of caste, creed and religion.

In the state of Bihar, CASA has been implementing various
development activities directly as waell as by =auppartiag
tike minded Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) since last
48 years.

Qur experience shows that a number of critical developmental
issues have emerged in the state and gradually spreading its
roots in atl spheres of the society. As a result
particularly the tribal communities living in South Bihar
have iost their wvery characteristies of being, a self
relient community in terms of their Governance System,
Economy, rich cultural heritage etc. and becoming a
dependent community gradually. In order to tackle these
critical issues through NGO intervention, CASA has decided
to do the following :

: = To conduct a study on prevailing critical development
issues existing in Bihar State.



-

THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION

LUTHERISCHER WELTBUND - FEDERACION LUTERANA MUNDIAL- FEDERATION LUTHERIENNE MONDIALE
DEPARTMENT FOR MISSION AND DEVELOPMENT

@3 ASIA DESK

Tcl 0041-22-791.62.54
Fax 0041-22-791.64.01 The Most Rev. C.S.R. Topno
‘ Gossner Evangelical Lutheran <_h wreh
Main Road
Ranchi 834 001, Bihar
INDIA

May 31, 1996 kka

Dear Bishop Topno,

Our Project Committee met May 7-10, 1996 in Geneva to discuss and act on project requests
received from/through our churches. The following applications from your church/or
endorsed by you were dealt with:

IND 5502 - Immanuel College Buildings, USD 71,000 - 1997

The following requests have been approved by our interdepartmental staff working team as
“small projects” (budget amount below USD 30,000):

INM 5838-  Congregational Revival Among Tribals, USD 13,100 - 1997-1999

We are very happy to be able to inform you about these positive results. However, kindly
note that funds for the project(s) are not yet available, but have to be secured. Therefore we
ask you to wait with implementation until you hear from us again.

With all our best wishes and regards,

Yours sincerely,

homgs P. Batong
o Project holder(s)

- for IND 5502: Bishop S. Mohan, President, Immanuel College
Subhobani Puthighar, Church Field
P.0. Tezpur 784 001, Dist. Sonitpur, Assam

- for INM 5838: Mr. Subodh Lakra, Project Coordinator
GELC Church, Ranchi, c/o KSS 0ffice Ranchi

P.0.BOX 2100 - ROUTE DE FERNEY 150 — CH-1211 GENEVA 2 - SWITZERLAND
TELEPHONE +41 22 791 61 11 — CABLE: LUTHWORLD GENEVA — TELEX 415 546 LWS CH
FAX + 4122791 64 01



lence pjmi-s.s:i_.jan may be granted to impliment the Dede
102%/ 136% to the staff, Teaching or Non-Teaching and the Lab, Techs.

who are working in without finance from .the month of July 1996,

Secretary

Mambers
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THE UNITED THEDLUGICAL COLLEGE,
RANGALORE ~ 560 046.

379 pMarch 1997.

To Heads of Churches, Christian Organisations/
Institutions.

Subjects r Diploma Course

n Development Studies.

bne Ye:
in |

Dear Sir/Madam,

The United Theological College, Bangalore is offering a
Dne Year Diploma Course in Development Studies from June
307

The Course is meant specially for Christian activisks
and developmental workers in churches and church-=rel ated
institutions. It aims at giving a Christian perspective
in development work. Scholars spacialised in various
fields will be offering the Courss.

Kindly announce it to your members and encourage interested
persons to wurite to us for further information and applica~-
tion For? (fee for applicetion form Rs, 60/-, prospectus
Rs. 60/-).

With best wisheas,

Yours sincerely,

*1;/\ o o W e A
t ]

ERSSSE

it

=, GNANA ROBINSON)
Principal

GRzbm For informestion kindly urite
to the following addresss:

The United Theological
. College, 8
03-7? . Post Box 4613,
%, 63, Miller's Road,
; BANGALDRE -~ 560 046,
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e Judia Christian Mission
Other Centres: (Esth. in 1897 by Rev. Arthur S. Paynter)
ggm;igg:t The Revd N. Victor Amruta Rao, samss.,
U.P, N. INDIA. C-Oidinater, Chief Tiwston ¢ Chaivman:

Interim Council (Board of Trustees) for India

National H.Q.:

|.C.M. Bungalow,

Opp.A.S.R. Stadium

ELURU -534005

A.P. INDIA.

Phone : (0) 21985
(R) 21146

Dated 22nd March, 1997.

To*

The Most Rev, C.S.R., Topno,

President,

The United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India,
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church Compound,
Maln Road,

Ranchi - 834 001, Bihar,

Resgpected 3sir,

Greetings from India Christian Mission in the Most Precious
Name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,

I am indeed happy to inform that the India Christian Mission
has completed its 100 years of age in His service. It was
actually established in 1897 by Revd.2.S.Paynter with the
help of Mr.Benarji the First President of the Indian
National Congress at Champawat and Bombassa of Nianital
District of Utter Pradesh and has opened centers at Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka states apart from Sri'Lanka having head
quarters at Nuwara Eliya, Sri Lankae.

Now the India Christian Mission is having 70 Church Congre-
gations, 26 Elementary Schools, 1 English Medium Upper
Primary School, 2 High Schools which are recognised and
aided by the Government of Andhra Pradesh in Krishna and
West Godavari revenew districts of Andhra Pradesh. The
International head guarters are at Sri Lanka and the Indian
National head guarters are at Eluru, at the above address.
The God has B lessed us to flourish both Evangelically and
Socially for the last 100 years,

Now we have proposed to celebrate the Centenary Celebrations
of India Christian Mission in the month of May, 1997.

Hence I request your good-self to kindly send us your
valuable greetings and message which will be covered in the
Souvenir, '

I hope to receive your greetings and message at an early
date.

Yours in Christ, Q&Qm

(Revd N,V,Amrutha Rao)
CHIEF PASTOR
Indisn Christian Mssion
ELURU, W. C. D, S. INDIA
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italy’s Catholic bishops ask Protestants for forgiveness
Bulletin-97-0064

By Luigi Sandri
Rome, 20 February (ENI)--Italy’s Roman Catholic bishops have taken the unprecedented step of asking
forgiveness for the "suffering and injury" inflicted on the country's Protestant minority over the centuries.

Italy's Waldensian Church, whose roots go back to the 12th century, is the oldest Protestant Church in the
world.

The appeal was made on Sunday, 16 February at a service held in one of the biggest Waldensian churches
in Rome, less than a mile from the Vatican.

During the service, Archbishop Giuseppe Chiaretti of Perugia, president of the Secretariat for Ecumenism
and Dialogue of the Italian (Catholic) Bishops' Conference, read a message from the Italian bishops
committing themselves "to begin in earnest to work for the reconciliation of memories...to accept the burden
(of history) and salve the wounds of memory by recognising their existence and, when necessary, by
forgiveness asked and given".

Archbishop Chiaretti said that the gesture made "in tribute to the freedom of a church long oppressed”, was
intended as a preparatory step towards the second European Ecumenical Assembly to be held in Graz,
Austria, from 23 to 29 June 1997, on the theme "Reconciliation - Gift of God and Source of New Life”. The
Graz assembly will gather all of Europe’s major Protestant, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Orthodox
churches.

Thanking Archbishop Chiaretti, Gianni Rostan, the moderator of the Table (an executive body of the
Waldensian Church) declared: "We are only at the start of a long and difficult road. But God knows where
it will lead us."

The date for the "reconciliation" was not chosen at random as the service marked the 149th anniversary
of the day - 17 February 1848 - when King Charles Albert of Savoy issued a decree extending civil and
political rights in the Catholic Piedmont to the Waldensians, putting an end to centuries of discrimination.

Encouraged by the Second Vatican Council, a dialogue has existed for many years between the Italian
Bishops' Conference and the Waldensian Church and has already brought positive results, for instance with
regard to confessionally mixed marriages. But the Italian bishops had never taken quite such a step as they
did on Sunday.

Bishop Alberto Ablondi Livorno, vice-president of the Italian Episcopal Conference, and the auxiliary bishop
of Rome, Clemente Riva, also participated in the service.

The event was attended not only by many Protestants, but also by Catholics, Jews and Muslims who had
just ended a three-day meeting at the nearby Waldensian Faculty of Theology. The meeting - on “The
Wall and the Bridge - the religions between fundamentalism and the call to reconciliation” was organised
by the ecumenical publications Confrontiin Rome and Quoll in Novellara (Emilia) and by the Martin Buber
Centre - Jews for Peace.

Writing in Italy’s main Protestant newspaper, Riforma, the Waldensian theologian Paolo Ricca described
the moment chosen by the Italian bishops for "their courageous gesture" as "highly symbolic". The service
to mark the date of 17 February 1848 is when "Waldensians give thanks to God for not allowing the
Catholic Church and the powers in its service to wipe them off the face of the earth”, Ricca said.

The Waldensian Church was founded in Lyons, France, around 1170 when a rich merchant, Peter VValdes,
decided to donate his goods to the poor and began preaching, ignoring a ban imposed by the bishop.
Excommunicated and persecuted by the bishops and the popes, Valdes’ followers sought refuge in the
mountain valleys near Turin. In 1532 they officially adhered to the Reformation and once again faced
persecution.

Today, there are around 30 000 Waldensians in ltaly, and 15 000 in Uruguay and Argentina. Since 1979,
though retaining their specific identity, the Waldensians have joined with the Italian Methodist Church (6000
members) with which they now organise a joint Synod, the supreme governing body of the Waldensian-
Methodist churches. [640 words]
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Post-war Croatia hopes churches will lead way to reconciliation
Bulletin-97-0065

Zagreb, 13 February (ENI)-In what has been described as a "significant ecumenical breakthrough",
Croatia’s five main minority churches have set up a committee with Roman Catholics as a first step towards
the formation of a full-scale national council of churches. '

‘It was concluded that what we have in common is much more significant that what divides us,”
representatives of Croatia’s Roman Catholic, Serbian Orthodox, Lutheran, Baptist, Pentecostal and
Reformed churches noted in a founding declaration. The declaration follows a long period of difficult
relationships between the principal faith communities in the region.

“After so much division, misunderstanding and intolerance in these regions, caused especially by the war,
the churches of Croatia wish to offer a sign of hope, peace and reconciliation, and thus make their
contribution to the well-being of Croatian society.”

The churches are to hold further talks soon about organising a joint delegation to the European Ecumenical
Assembly, which takes place this June in Graz in southern Austria.

The signatories said they had agreed to co-operate in expanding church-run education and in halting
abortions. They added that they would also hold joint prayer meetings and arrange to translate “all
important international documents relating to ecumenical dialogue” into Croatian.

Ina 1991 pre-war census, Roman Catholics made up 76.6 per cent of Croatia’s population of 4.8 million,
with Orthodox Serbs comprising 11.1 per cent and all other religious groups 6.6 per cent.

The signatories to the declaration included Marin Srakic, the Roman Catholic coadjutor bishop of Dakovo-
Srijem, and Milenko Popovic, an Orthodox priest based in Zagreb.

The secretary of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Croatia, llija Zivkovic, told EN{ that his church
took the new ecumenical committee “very seriously” and wanted to “start work rebuilding relations”.

According to Boris Peterlin , the Baptist head of Croatia’s Christian Information Service, the declaration
marked a “significant ecumenical breakthrough” in that it is the first “structured, organised relationship”
between churches in former Yugoslavia.

“We have had to begin from scratch, addressing the burning issues facing Croatian society,” he told ENI.
“For the first time, representatives of different confessions have met on an equal basis, and made an
attempt to live up to the standards of ecumenical dialogue which they are already involved in
internationally.”

The formation of the committee had been helped by the Roman Catholic Church’s “realisation that it has
other ecumenical counterparts in Croatia besides Serbian Orthodoxy”. But Peterlin said that although Father
Popovic had signed the declaration with the consent of his superior, Metropolitan Jovan Pavlovic of Zagreb-
Ljubljana, this amounted only to an “indirect Orthodox endorsement”.

“Although this move undoubtedly carries weight, it would be unwise to create some wider theory around it,”
he said.

Peterlin told ENI that he believed the country's smaller Protestant denominations could “act as catalysts”
for dialogue between the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches, the former generally identified with
Croatia and the latter with Serbia.

There were “good prospects” for the establishment of a similar ecumenical committee in Bosnia's Croat-
Muslim Federation, where Roman Catholic and Muslim leaders were already co-operating, he said.

However, minority confessions were “too small to be of help” with similar initiatives in the Republika Srpska
(the Bosnian Serb Republic) or in Serbia itself, Peterlin said. “The Serbian Orthodox Church sends
contradictory signals - it seems open to ecumenical initiatives internationally, but is less supportive at local
level.
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“But if this committee helps Orthodox Christians in Croatia, this could send a significant signal to other parts
of the church. Ecumenical dialogue is crucial to the reconciliation process throughout former Yugoslavia.
If Christians cannot find a way to work out their problems together, there is very little chance that secular
politicians will do it instead of them." [626 words]

National Front victory prompts vow to fight intolerance
Bulletin-97-0066

By Alex Duval Smith

Vitrolles, France, 11 February (ENI)--Protestants, Roman Catholics, Muslims and Jews in a town near
Marseilles in southern France have pledged to continue their joint battle against intolerance, after the
extremist National Front gained control of their municipality.

In the second round of elections in Vitrolles on Sunday, 9 February, Catherine Mégret, the candidate for
the openly xenophobic National Front, won 52.48 per cent of the vote. Her victory over the incumbent
socialist mayor, who scored 47.52 per cent, makes Vitrolles the fourth southern French municipality to
come under the National Front’s control.

Jean-Daniel Dollfus, pastor of the Reformed Church in Vitrolles, called on religious communities to initiate
a debate about the reasons why the region elected a National Front mayor.

Many residents were no doubt influenced by the fact that the socialist mayor of 12 years' standing,
Jean-Jacques Anglade, has been placed under formal investigation for corruption. But that does not entirely
explain the National Front's success, as voters could have chosen the mainstream right-wing candidate,
Roger Guichard. He pulled out after the first round on 1 February in which he gained only 16.3 per cent of
the vote.

"The religious communities must start a debate which includes supporters of the National Front; they must
not be frozen out,” Dollfus said after Sunday’s vote. “Vitrolles is now cut in two, politically, and there is much
healing to do."”

In January, before the first round of the town's municipal elections, Dollfus helped coordinate an
ecumenical gathering aimed at highlighting the dangers of intolerance. At the "proclamation and prayer"
meeting on 21 January in an annexe of the Reformed Church of Vitrolles, 300 Jews, Muslims, Roman
Catholics and Protestants took part in prayers in Hebrew, Arabic and French for peace and tolerance.

Despite the success of the pre-election effort, which was condemned at the time by the National Front as
“a ploy by the corrupt town hall" , Dollfus said he was not surprised at Sunday's result. "We were expecting
it, unfortunately,” he told ENI. “The National Front waged a campaign of lies centred on instilling fear and
loathing against the sitting mayor and among the population. The National Front is using this strategy to
take control of [the surrounding region of] Provence."

The result of the election, held after revelations of irregularities were discovered in the June 1995 municipal
election, is that Mégret will hold the post of mayor for three-and-a-half years. Changes in French law in
recent years have given wide-ranging powers to mayors.

The result in Vitrolles, which has a population of almost 40 000, represents a significant victory for the
National Front since it was able, throughout the campaign, to point to its campaigns against corruption and
high taxes in the three municipalities it won in June 1995,

In the Vitrolles campaign, allegations of corruption against Anglade overshadowed any evidence he
attempted to produce of the explicitly racist policies which have been introduced in existing National Front
strongholds - the port of Toulon, the city of Orange and the town of Marignane, which borders on Vitrolles.

Observers also found the strength of support for Catherine Mégret surprising as she has publicly stated that
she will rely heavily on the advice of her husband, Bruno Mégret, a leading National Front strategist. Bruno
Meégret was the National Front candidate for Vitrolles in the 1995 municipal elections but was disqualified
from standing in this month’s elections. He is now a National Front member of the European Parliament,
and is expected to announce shortly that he will stand in the next national election for the seat of Vitrolles
in France’s National Assembly. [612 words]

ENI Bulletin ® Number 04 @ 26 February 1997 e Page 5



Protests follow plan for Bible dialogue with ex-communist
Bulletin-97-0067

By William Yoder

Berlin, 10 February (ENI)--Plans to include a former leading East German communist and atheist in a
“Bible dialogue” with a theologian at a prominent German church event have been cancelled after protests
from former East German dissidents.

The Bible dialogue, with former communist Roland Woétzel, was scheduled for the "Kirchentag” (church
congress) festivities, to be held in the city of Leipzig, in eastern Germany, in June.

Approximately 140 000 people are expected at the Leipzig convention from 18-22 June, twice the
Protestant population of that city, who make up about 12 per cent of Leipzig's total population of 555 000.

The Kirchentag is held every two years, and, even though it is a Protestant event, it is independent of the
churches and is often critical of both church and government. The Leipzig gathering is the first time the
Kirchentag has taken place in eastern Germany since German unification in 1990.

Although the controversial dialogue has been cancelled, Wétzel will now take part in a debate with Peter
Bukowski, a prominent Protestant theologian, at a Kirchentag forum with the title "Christians and non-
Christians in Dialogue”.

Wotzel, aged 58, was Leipzig's Communist Party chief for 15 years before becoming the district secretary
for education, science and health. In late 1989 he was named party secretary for the entire region.

Dirk-Michael Grétzsch, a former Leipzig activist, incensed that Wétzel was invited to participate in the
Kirchentag, has claimed that Woétzel had "spied on us and pressured us". He also quoted an internal letter
from October 1989 in which Wétzel suggested that the "New Forum" dissident party should be infiltrated
and its registration delayed.

But Wétzel also played a key role in ensuring that the transition of power in Leipzig was peaceful by signing
a public appeal for dialogue on 9 October 1989. One of the biggest anti-government protests took place
in Leipzig during East Germany’s autumn revolution. Before the appeal for dialogue, many East Germans
had been afraid that the authorities would use the army against demonstrators.

However, Wotzel, who remains a member of the post-communist PDS party - known until 1990 as the
Socialist Unity Party (SED) - writing in the party daily Neues Deutschland has recently conceded: "l never
did intend to dissolve the SED, | only wanted to change it."

Wotzel was initially invited to take part in the Kirchentag by Johannes Richter, the church official in charge
of Leipzig's main Protestant churches.

Richter has since pointed out that Wétzel displayed an open and constructive attitude during the roundtable
discussions of 1989-90 between the communist authorities and opposition movements. Despite being an
atheist, Wotzel is familiar with the Bible, and was well known in the Communist Party for his witticisms, such
as: "A comrade needs to know his Bible," and, "God never rejects a loyal comrade."

Writing in the Leipziger Volkszeitung, Richter recently defended his decision to invite Wétzel: "It cannot be
that we who once experienced discrimination now discriminate. In East Germany we also did not allow
anyone to tell us with whom we could dialogue. How long do we intend to keep nursing our old injuries?
We all need to take the route of reconciliation."

Controversy is common fare at the Kirchentag. It has frequently featured dialogue with non-Christian

partners: the Tibetan Buddhist leader, the Dalai Lama was a leading participant in the 1993 Kirchentag in
Miinich. [574 words]
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British government agrees confessionals will not be bugged
Bulletin-97-0068

By Cedric Pulford 1
London, 14 February (ENI)--After an intervention by the head of the Roman Catholic Church in England
and Wales, the British government has decided to exempt religious confessionals from a new law giving
police wider powers to conceal microphones to monitor conversations.

The Roman Catholic Church strictly protects the confidentiality of confession, according to which no priest
is permitted to reveal to anyone, even to the police or a court of law, what a Catholic penitent has told him
during the confession of sins.

The UK Police Bill, which passed its key second reading stage in the House of Commons on 12 February
gives the police extensive powers of “intrusive surveillance” - popularly known as “bugging and burgling’.
Its aim is to give police extra powers to catch drug traffickers, kidnappers, terrorists and fraudsters, but
Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, wrote in January to the government minister responsible
for the police, Home Secretary Michael Howard, expressing concern that the sanctity of the confessional
might in some circumstances be violated.

“An individual penitent who goes to confession to a priest has to be certain that, whatever the crime, not only
will the priest never reveal what is said, but that the state will not conspire to undermine the Church's
guarantee of absolute secrecy," Cardinal Hume wrote in his letter to the Home Secretary.

Howard announced on 12 February that the police had agreed not to mount intrusive surveillance in
circumstances covered by the seal of confession, and this undertaking would be included in the Code of
Practice attached to the new legislation.

"l am very grateful that the Home Secretary has given a firm assurance that the Sacrament of Confession
will be immune from intrusive surveillance techniques by the police or Customs officers,” Cardinal Hume
said.

The heavily criticised bill - the government earlier had been twice defeated in the upper house over parts
of it - has caused concern among civil libertarians because of the powers that could be used against
doctors, lawyers and journalists.

The Home Secretary has now sought to strengthen safeguards in the measure with a late addition providing
that, except in emergencies, the police must obtain permission for obtrusive surveillance in advance from
an independent commissioner. [382 words]

English churches prepare Christian start to Millennium, not a ‘jamboree’
Bulletin-97-0069

By Cedric Pulford
London, 12 February (ENI)--Churches in England are rushing to obtain copies of a special millennium
liturgy designed to be used on Sunday, 6 April this year - exactly a thousand days before 1 January 2000.

The liturgy has been prepared by Churches Together in England (CTE), which groups England’s main
denominations. Stephen Lynas, CTE's Millennium officer, said that 7000 sets of the special liturgy had been
sent out in just seven days. The liturgy is the first of a number of projects to be produced by CTE’s
millennium group, which is planning further liturgies as well as materials for those who do not attend
church,.

In the “1000-day service” worshippers are asked: "In a thousand days from now, will we simply be caught
up in the middle of a commercial and secular jamboree? Or, will we be reminding ourselves and others that
the Millennium finds its true meaning in the historic event of Jesus Christ?"

Official government plans to mark the new millennium, including, according to the Independent on Sunday
newspaper, an exhibition in south London costing £400 million, have been criticised in the past by church
figures for “lacking spiritual content”. Last year, Dr George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury, said that most
people "have only the haziest idea about what we are supposed to be celebrating in the year 2000".
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However, church pleas to keep Christ at the heart of the Millennium celebrations now seemed to be bearing
fruit in the government's official plans for the celebration in Britain, Lynas told ENI. "l am much more relaxed
about it now because the government seems to be listening."

In a major speech on 6 February, the government minister responsible for the Millennium celebrations,
Virginia Bottomley, said: "The Millennium is a Christian anniversary. But the celebrations surrounding the
Millennium are being welcomed by members of many different faith communities as a chance to rejoice
in and reflect on so much of what we share in common."

Despite the success of the 1000-day liturgy, the CTE is not planning a series of services to mark further
stages of the countdown. "Liturgy as a propaganda weapon can be dangerous. There are other ways to
keep the spiritual character of the Millennium in people's minds," Lynas said. He also told ENI that he
expected the third millennium to bring an upsurge of interest in New Age practices such as “futurology,
astrology and earth worship ... My task as Millennium officer is to help Christians sort out what they believe
in relation to New Age, so they can respond out of knowledge, not out of prejudice.”

® A leading Brazilian astronomer has warned that those planning to celebrate the beginning of the third
millennium at midnight on 31 December 1999 are making a "huge mistake" and demonstrating "a lack of
scientific knowledge"”. Ronaldo de Freitas Mourao sparked a major debate when a daily newspaper
reported his claims, according to the Latin American and Caribbean Communication Agency (ALC). But
De Freitas received backing from Jorge Ducata, director of the Astronomy Observatory at Rio Grande do
Sul University, who said that such confusion occurred at the end of every century.

Scientists based their opinion on a mathematical argument: there was no "year 0". As a resuit, Jesus Christ
was born in the year 1. Therefore 31 December 1999 marks 1999 years. Two thousand years since the
birth of Christ will actually have been completed at the end of the year 2000.

This view has now received the official backing of the British government, according to Virginia Bottomley.
She said: "Let me make it fully clear that the Government is fully aware that the third Millennium will not
begin until January 1, 2001." [624 words]

"1000 Days fo the Millennium" service, price per set £3.00 plus postage and packing for orders from
outside the UK. Inquiries: Fax +44-171 340 0281; Telephone +44-171 340 0277

Martial arts - a last resort for clergy at risk of violent attack
Bulletin-97-0070

By Cedric Pulford
London, 14 February (ENI)--Forty Church of England priests have taken a self-defence course, run by a
martial arts expert, so that they can defend themselves against violent attacks.

Four women were among the 40 priests who attended a half-day course in early February run by Police
Inspector Peter Boatman, a black-belt expert in several forms of martial art - Wu-Shu, Kung Fu and Taiho
Jutso. All the clergy are from the Peterborough diocese, near Cambridge, and the oldest priest who took
the course is 63 years old.

Recently there has been much publicity in the media about the clergy’s vulnerability to violent attack, even
within their vicarages where some clergy have been attacked by people they are trying to help.

However, Inspector Boatman told EN/: "There is no more violence around today than there was 100 years
ago. Having said that, an assault on one person is one assault too many, and we want to raise awareness
of the potential risk."

This month in north London a 63-year-old Roman Catholic priest, Edward Carroll, was stabbed and
seriously wounded as he prepared tea for a visitor at his church. Carroll's parish assistant, Ben Deignan,
told journalists: “It's a fact of life for priests. People come to the church with a disturbed state of mind and
they [the priests] can't walk away from them.”

Last year a Church of England priest, Christopher Gray, was murdered in the northern English port of
Liverpool.
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The Peterborough self-defence course, which took place on 4 February, was arranged by David Evans,
an Anglican priest and honorary chaplain to the Northamptonshire police. "We know the threat is there, and
also the threat to the families of the clergy, who are often visited at home," Evans said. The course for
clergy had proved so popular that another one was being considered, he added.

Evans, who took part in the course himself, told ENI: "We all had to practise pushing away an assailant. You
stand sideways with one leg behind the other. That's the signal that you are unhappy with the threat being
offered. If you have to repel an attacker, you don't do it half-heartedly, you go for it and shout at the same
time!"

However Evans pointed out that the curriculum for the clergy self-defence course provided a range of
responses: communication, awareness, risk assessment, response options and assertiveness. The clergy
are told they should resort to "physical skills" - such as the forceful "palm pushaways" and the intimidating
"knee” - only when non-physical tactics fail.

(According to Agence de presse internationale catholique, in Fribourg, Switzerland, a spokesman for the
Roman Catholic Church in London said after the attack on Father Edward Carroll that the church did not
intend to take any further security measures for Catholic clergy because a Catholic priest should always
be accessible to everyone.)

e St Paul's Cathedral in London, one of the Church of England’s most famous places of worship, this week
(12 February) announced the appointment of the first woman priest 1o its staff. Lucy Winkett, a 29-year-old
history graduate and professional singer who was ordained as priest six months ago, has been appointed
as a minor canon to St Paul’s. The dean, John Moses, denied that St Paul's was playing "gender politics”
with the appointment of a woman. Winkett was the outstanding candidate, the dean said, adding: “She is
very good news.” However two clergyman on the Cathedral’s staff, including Canon John Halliburton,
chancellor of St Paul's, said they would boycott communion services celebrated by Winkett.

Halliburton, who was one of the authors of the Porvoo Common Statement, which is the basis for unity
between Anglican churches in the British Isles and Nordic and Baltic Lutheran churches, told the Guardian
newspaper: “| don't believe her to be a priest. | don't think the Church of England has the right to go ahead
with the ordination of women when the greater part of the universal church does not." [672 words]

Bishop gives up Bible for Lent so he can learn from the Koran
Bulletin-97-0071

London, 19 February (ENI)—A Church of England bishop has joined millions of Christians around the world
by “giving up” something he likes for Lent. But Dr Alan Smithson, Bishop of Jarrow, has made an unusual
choice for his Lenten sacrifice - he has given up reading the Bible and has taken up the holy Muslim book,
the Koran, instead,

“If only all Christians would take seriously the beliefs of other traditions and religions, we would be all the
better for it,” Bishop Smithson told reporters. “l am passionately concerned that we help the church to move
into a wider scene where we are not just preoccupied with Christian issues, but understand other faiths, not
as rivals, but as fellow travellers. The Western world needs to learn from Islam. There are qualities of
holiness and commitment that the faithful Muslim shows that the Western world can learn from.”

Dr Smithson told The Times newspaper in London that, apart from looking at St John's Gospel, traditionally
read by many Christians during the 40 days of Lent, he would not study the Bible until Easter. He normally
spends two hours a daily studying the Bible, but will read 20 pages of the Koran a day instead. He said he
had never read the Koran before and wanted to approach it with an open mind. After a “good expedition”
through the Koran, he would look forward to getting back to the Bible at Easter.

However, a “traditionalist” Church of England clergyman, George Curry, was quoted in several British
newspapers criticising Bishop Smithson’s Lenten sacrifice.

According to The Guardian, Curry, who ministers in Newcastle upon Tyne, said: “It is a crass suggestion.

It means he is cutting himself off from the prime source of personal communications between God and His
people.” [311 words]
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Gender theology put on agenda for Lutheran assembly in Hong Kong
Bulletin-97-0072

By Jonathan Luxmoore

Warsaw, 18 February (ENI)--Gender issues should be given prominence at the forthcoming Ninth
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Hong Kong, according to calls made this month at a major
gathering of European Lutherans.

Speaking at a press conference on 17 February, the LWF’s director for Mission and Development, Péri
Rasolondraibe, said that “gender theology” had emerged as a key issue at the meeting and would be
recommended for discussion at the Hong Kong assembly, which will take place from 8 to 16 July this year.

During the meeting, which took place from 13 to 18 February, participants heard a blunt warning by a senior
Swedish Lutheran that Lutherans had shown a “lack of creativity and fantasy” in their “approach to gender
issues”.

In a key-note speech, Margaretha Ringstrom, the director of the Church of Sweden’s Aid/Lutherhjalpen
organisation, said: “Gender has to do with male and female, but so far women to a large extent have been
left alone to carry the burden of the struggle for liberation, equality and transformation.”

“We are looking forward to a true participation from many men - many more male feminists,"” she added.
“Unfortunately, our theology has contributed and is contributing to sex discrimination. The church has to be
observant to the fact that our expressions are often dated and culturally bound, and that the biblical material
in itself is often much richer and more varied than we are aware.”

Jesus' freatment of women had been “more sensational” during his own time than even raising the dead,
Ringstrom added.

Women comprised one third of Lutheran clergy in Sweden, which had accepted female pastors since 1960,
but would take another century to reach 50 per cent, Ringstrom said. She added that women made up 89
per cent of deacons, and were increasingly prominent in lay ministries, but were rarely promoted to the
office of bishop.

“Are we as Christians and churches in Europe really committed to changing this sinful pattern?” Ringstrom
asked. “Inequality and its consequences are often explained and justified by church people who cite cultural
norms and suggest the culture doesn’t allow for change. It is very interesting that the cultural excuse is
mainly used in connection with women'’s rights or gender equality, and not in connection with all other
changes we believe are justified by modern standards and the so-called development that we in the North
have been prepared to impose on others.”

She called on Lutheran women to study the results of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with
Women, an initiative of the World Council of Churches, as well as the LWF’s 1992 action plan for women.
The 1992 action plan calls for women to play an equal role at all levels of church life. It also calls on all 122
LWF member churches to recognise the ordination of women. At present about 65 per cent of LWF
member churches ordain women.

A senior minister from Germany’s North Elbian Evangelical-Lutheran Church, Rut Rohrandt, told the press
conference that all Lutheran churches were expected to observe male-female quotas in their choice of
assembly delegates. “We have achieved an insight into the faith which teaches that men and women must
participate equally. Although perspectives sometimes differ, a greater role for women can only enrich the
church.”

However, Rohrandt said it was also important to keep the discussion open, and not allow gender issues to
impede ties with Roman Catholics and other churches which do not ordain women.

“Women's participation has been discussed at all LWF meetings, and we must go on showing how it relates
to the fullness of the church'’s life,” Rohrandt said. “But women should not be used in arguments about
ecumenism, or as a reason to restrict or reshape our contacts with other larger churches.”

The Warsaw consultation forms part of a series of pre-Assembly regional sessions among the LWF's 122

member churches, and will be followed this Spring by separate sub-meetings for Germany, Scandinavia,
Central-Western and Central-Eastern Europe.
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A pargllel consultation of North American Lutherans took place in November, while separate meetings will
be staged for Asian, African and Latin American churches between late February and early April.

® Asked at the press conference about other issues, the LWF's deputy general secretary, Agneta Ucko,
said that at the meeting there had been no discussion of human rights in Hong Kong, which returns to
Chinese rule a week before the LWF assembly.

“The right to freedom of speech, and for churches and religious communities to maintain foreign contacts,
is secured under Hong Kong's Basic Law,” Ucko added. “We trust this will still apply after 1 July, and we
will use our church and government contacts in Hong Kong and China to see which steps we need to take."

Visiting Hong Kong in February, Britain's foreign secretary, Malcolm Rifkind, described plans by the Beijing
government to replace the colony's democratically-elected assembly with an appointed legislature and to
modify the local Bill of Rights, as a “serious impediment” to the “smooth transition” of power. [846 words]

Europe’s minority Lutheran churches find voice at Warsaw meeting
Bulletin-97-0073

By Jonathan Luxmoore

Warsaw, 19 February (ENI)—A major gathering in Warsaw this month of European Lutheran churches has
helped to reintegrate churches from East and West, according to Lutheran leaders from formerly
communist-ruled countries in Europe.

“We are very pleased that minority sister churches from eastern Europe were so well represented and
brought into the general community atmosphere,” said Georg Kretschmar, presiding bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Russia and other states.

“We don't want to be a European bloc - this would be nonsensical," Bishop Kretschmar added. "But we are
becoming aware of our own distinctive European identity, and what this can offer to churches of other
continents.”

Bishop Kretschmar, who was elected by the governing synod of the St Petersburg-based church in late
1994, was speaking at the end of a consultation of Lutheran representatives from 27 European countries,
held in Warsaw from 13 to 18 February.

The consultation was one of a series of regional meetings before the Lutheran World Federation’s Ninth
Assembly, which takes place in Hong Kong this July.

The LWF's deputy general secretary, Agneta Ucko, said it had been decided to restrict the representation
of Europe’s largest Lutheran churches at the meeting because they could have “easily dominated” smaller
churches.

“Participants strongly felt the contribution made by the East, especially from countries like Poland which it
was previously hard to reach and assimilate,” Ucko told ENI.

She added that the Geneva-based LWF secretariat counted on eastern Europeans to submit proposals for
the Hong Kong Assembly, and ensure an “inter-linking of exchanges” with western churches on all key
issues.

Another participant, Archbishop Elmars Rozitis, from the Latvian Evangelical-Lutheran Church Abroad, said
eastern and western delegates had “tried to work in the same language” in identifying a “place for
Lutherans” in Europe.

He added that his own church could play a special East-West role as a transnational diaspora community,
but said it could not present itself as European since it also had members in other continents.

“Being in Warsaw enabled us to feel the history which holds us together in sorrow and joy,"” Archbishop
Rozitis said. “But although we tried to find a European perspective for Hong Kong, this ‘europeanness’
should not be seen as something exclusive, but as part of a world-wide Lutheran spirituality spanning all
regions and continents.”
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Asked to assess the consultation’s significance for eastern Europeans, Bishop Jan Szarek, the head of
Poland’s Lutheran church which hosted the meeting, said Christian churches had already made a major
contribution to European integration, adding that the first communist-era East-West contacts had been
forged through church channels.

He said Polish Lutherans had been members of the LWF since its foundation in 1947, and had played a
leading role, alongside Roman Catholics, in promoting Polish-German reconciliation after the Second
World War. q

‘At a time when secular politicians saw a common interest in preserving hostility, the churches were
pioneers of unity. Itis largely thanks to them that a new atmosphere now exists,” continued Bishop Szarek,
who also thanked Western Lutherans for their “solidarity” during the communist period.

“Against such a background, this unprecedented meeting has been very important for a church like ours
by reminding us that we are also part of the Lutheran community, like members of a large family.”

® A delegation from the Warsaw consultation met the Polish president, Aleksander Kwasniewski, for talks.
Bishop Karsten Nissen, one of the co-chairs of the consultation, said the 43-year-old head of state had
shown “genuine interest” in Lutheran affairs and had stressed the church’s potential contribution in post-
communist Poland. “It was very clear that he saw the possibility for Lutherans to play an active role in
society, particularly as bridge-builders,” Bishop Nissen added. [626 words]

Ecumenical Bible marks new stage in Polish inter-church links
Bulletin-87-0074

By Jonathan Luxmoore
Warsaw, 20 February (ENI)-Poland’s churches hope that the publication of the first part of an ecumenical
Bible will mark a major step towards overcoming confessional divisions.

The 109-page edition of St Matthew’s Gospel, signed by representatives of the Roman Catholic, Orthodox
and Reformed churches, was presented at a ceremony organised by the Polish Bible Society in Warsaw -
on 17 February.

Barbara Enholc-Narzynska, the director of the society, said the translation had been “readily accepted” by
church leaders. She added that it was hoped a full ecumenical Bible would be published by the year 2000.

“We believe ecumenical ies must start with the word of God - if we can communicate at this level, we can
make wider progress t00,” she told EN/. “Although minority churches already enjoy good mutual relations
here, real ecumenism in Poland can begin only when Roman Catholics are involved.” The Roman Catholic
Church has been a member of the society since 1992.

The translation of St Matthew's Gospel was undertaken by a team headed by Zacchariusz Lyko, leader of
the country’s 10 000-member Adventist church. The team expects to publish St Mark’s Gospel in May.

The former head of the Roman Catholic Church’s ecumenical commission, Bishop Wladyslaw Miziolek,
said leaders of his church should promote greater ecumenical awareness within Polish society.

However, he added that Poland was in a “special position”, since ecumenical relations had been disrupted
by the country’s communist rulers and had only resumed after 1989.

“We cannot talk about ecumenism until ordinary church members become involved,” Bishop Miziolek
added. “But we shouldn't rush either. Larger churches shouldn't think they are so big that they don’t need
ecumenism, while the smaller ones shouldn’t worry that they will be swallowed up.”

A total of 15 European post-communist countries have inter-church Bible groups, including Russia, and full
ecumenical Bibles have been published in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia. However, Barbara
Enholc-Narzynska told EN/ that ecumenical translations had a “special dimension” in Poland, where 95 per
cent of the population of 38.5 million identify themselves as Roman Catholics. [356 words]
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Plan for railway chapeis signals religion’s restoration in Romania
Bulletin-97-0075

Bucharest, 18 February (ENI)--Orthodox chapels could be built at railway stations throughout Romania
according to a plan put forward by a Romanian financial institution, the International Bank of Religions.

The Romanian government has approved the 'plans, although the bank still has to acquire local planning
permission for the project, a bank official has told ENI. But the official added that the scheme was still an
"intention only".

Romania’s independent Religious Life bulletin reported that funds for the chapels, to be designed free of
charge by a bank architect, Catalin Stanciu, would be administered by Romania’s State Railway Company,
the SNCFR.

Religious Life said the Romanian Orthodox Patriarchate had “enthusiastically agreed” to support the
chapels, which would also be open to railway passengers from other churches.

The International Bank of Religions, whose president is lon Popescu, was founded in March 1994 to finance
religious projects in Romania.

The bank official, who asked not to be named, told EN/ that the first chapel was expected to open this year
at Bucharest's Northern Station, with possible co-funding from the Transport ministry,

“Although we are a commercial bank, our purpose is to support all religious faiths without discrimination,
whether Orthodox, Catholic, Muslim or Jewish,” the official added.

“The station chapels will be a very important symbol that religion has returned to its rightful place in
Romanian social and economic life.”

Hopes for recovery in church life have been high since the election in November last year of Emil
Constantinescu as president. This month President Constantinescu became the first post-war head of state
to attend a meeting of the National Council of the Orthodox Church. About 85 per cent of Romania's 22.8
million citizens are members of the Orthodox Church.

President Constantinescu has pledged to ensure the full equality of religious confessions in Romania. He
is also expected to support the reintroduction of religious classes at state schools, which was supported by
petitions bearing a million signatures late last year. [336 words]

El Salvador’s Catholics outraged by their archbishop’s military title
Bulletin-97-0076

By Paul Jeffrey

San Salvador, 12 February (ENI)--The appointment of the head of the Roman Catholic Church in El
Salvador as a brigadier general in the Salvadoran military has provoked a storm of protest from many of
the country’s Catholics.

Fernando Saenz Lacalle, Archbishop of San Salvador, was named Brigadier General during a private
ceremony on 24 January. He has been responsible for the spiritual life of EI Salvador’s military since 1993,
when he was appointed the interim head of the body charged with providing military chaplains to the army.

Archbishop Saenz’s military rank is an honorary title, but many critics believe that it lends legitimacy to an
army which has been implicated in the assassination of many church leaders in recent decades.

Last week several lay Catholic leaders from throughout the archdiocese wrote to the archbishop
demanding that he give up his army rank. The critics pointed out that during the country's civil war, the army
killed thousands of Catholics, including five nuns and 17 priests. Oscar Romero, one of Saenz's
predecessors as archbishop of San Salvador, was gunned down in 1980 after urging soldiers to disobey
ordeys to kill their fellow citizens.
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In 1993, Saenz, then auxiliary bishop of Santa Ana, was named the interim administrator of El Salvador’s
military ordinate, after the assassination of its head, Bishop Joaquin Ramos. The military ordinate, a
separate military diocese established under a 1968 treaty between the Vatican and the government of El
Salvador, provides military chaplains who are paid by the army. Before becoming Brigadier General,
Archbishop Saenz, like Bishop Ramos before him, held the rank of colonel.

Many in the church have suggested that military leaders were behind the killing of Bishop Ramos.
Archbishop Saenz disagrees.

On 9 February, Archbishop Saenz’s regular Sunday press conference was disrupted by more than 100
protesters. Several of them called the archbishop a liar and shouted that he had "taken the side of the
wolves". The archbishop replied that he held the military title and army post "only temporarily”, until the
Vatican named Bishop Ramos’ successor.

"Keep in mind that I'm only complying with a mission given to me, doing the job as best | can in accord with
the orientations of the Holy See," Archbishop S&enz told the protesters. "I'm not a brigadier general when
it comes to making military decisions.”

The archbishop, who draws an undisclosed salary for his military post, has also faced strong criticism in the
latest issue of Proceso, a weekly magazine published by Jesuit priests at the Central American University
in San Salvador. An editorial in the magazine suggested that Archbishop Séenz's military promotion had
"caused stupefaction and scandal among God's people”.

The magazine claimed that the reasons given by Archbishop Saenz for staying in the post were not
convincing. "If priests promoted in the military hierarchy have no command, what is the sense of these
military promotions? They are nothing more than mundane glories and vanities which the Church of Jesus
ought to shun.” The magazine said it was obvious the chaplains had no military power, “but their posts do
involve fat salaries and very generous benefits".

The editorial added: "We have to ask if it wouldn't be a little more in tune with the Gospel if the archbishop
and military chaplains were to voluntarily renounce their juicy sinecures."

Suggesting that the treaty between the Vatican and El Salvador be annulled, the article questioned the need
for a separate military diocese: "Why can members of the military not go to their own parishes to fulfil their
religious devotions and obligations just like the rest of us Christians?" [612 words]

Argentina’s famous protesters want a world network of mothers
Bulletin-97-0077

By Edmund Doogue

Geneva, 12 February (ENI)--A representative of a prominent “mothers” group which has campaigned for
20 years to obtain the truth about 30 000 deaths and “disappearances” in Argentina between 1975 and
1983 has called for the development of a world-wide network of women to work for an end to repression
and to impunity for past crimes.

Taty Almeida, a member of a group known as the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (Madres de la Plaza de
Mayo), told a gathering of staff from Christian organisations at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva on 11
February that the Argentinian mothers had been in contact with women in similar situations in several Latin
American countries and in Bosnia.

Mrs Almeida, aged 66, is visiting Europe to accept, on behaif of the Mothers, a “solidarity award” given by
the mayor of the Spanish town of Pedreguer. During her visit to Europe Almeida has also met members
of the European Parliament and members of the French branch of Amnesty International and of the
organisation Action des Chrétiens pour I'Abolition de la Torture, based in Paris. She also met Danielle
Mitterrand, widow of the former French president.

“Mrs Mitterrand wanted to promote the idea of an international group of mothers as a world-wide network,”
Almeida said. “We have contacts, but we have no network yet.”
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Geneviéve Jacques, a consultant for the World Council of Churches (WCC) who introduced Mrs Almeida
at yesterday’s meeting, said that in many Latin American countries, such as Argentina, Chile and Uruguay,
“mothers have been the conscience of the human rights movement”. The WCC, she said, was promoting
exchanges between Latin America and other regions, such as Africa, so that the knowledge gained could
help others.

Almeida said yesterday that many children, young adults and women, including grandmothers, were among
the 30 000 people who disappeared during the period of “state terrorism” which, she said, actually began
under Isabelita Perén in 1975, a year before the military coup of 1976 after which repression increased
sharply.

The iniquities of the military dictatorship from 1976 to 1983 are still a controversial issue in Argentina. Early
in 1995 a former Navy officer admitted publicly that he had taken part in flights ordered by the military
during which prisoners were drugged, stripped naked and thrown from aircraft into the River Plate. About
2000 people were thrown from aircraft between 1976 and 1977, he said. Despite his confession, the state
authorities concerned still refuse to reveal what happened to those who disappeared, nor will the authorities
officially accept responsibility for the deaths.

Almeida told the meeting that on 17 June 1975 her 20-year-old son, a first-year medical student, walked
out of the house saying he would be back soon. “I| never saw him again,” she said, and she still has no
details of what happened to him. Mrs Almeida later told ENI that, as she came from a military family, she
had had to go through a long “personal process” before she finally joined the Mothers in 1979.

Twenty years after the start of the Mothers’ group, the women are still campaigning for full disclosure of
what happened to members of their families and to others who disappeared. Almeida insisted yesterday
that tfie Argentinian authorities had details but refused to reveal them. The Mothers also want an official
admission of guilt by the Argentinian state and payment of compensation to those who lost relatives.

The Mothers’ movement began on 30 April 1977 when 14 women whose children or other family members
had disappeared gathered in the Plaza de Mayo, in front of the main government building in the Argentinian
capital, Buenos Aires. The city square had a long tradition of being a place for protesters to meet, but the
tradition was not to the liking of the new military regime.

“There was a ban on meetings,” Almeida said. “No more than three people could meet at a time, so when
there were 14 the police moved them on. So they walked, and after that they walked every Thursday.”

(In 1986 the Mothers’ group split into two, partly because of problems within the leadership and partly over
political questions. Almeida belongs to the group Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo - Linea Fundadora
(foundation line) - which has no official leader and which is coordinated, Almeida said, “in a horizontal way
in which every person has the right to speak”. The other part of the Mothers movement is still insisting on
the return of the “living children” despite the inevitable conclusion that the missing - children and adults -
died many years ago.)

After the Mothers’ group was formed in 1977, a group called Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo was also
formed by women whose grandchildren had gone missing. From the beginning of the movement until the
present time, there has been cooperation between the Mothers' and Grandmothers’ groups.

Almeida said she had often been asked why there were no “Fathers or Grandfathers of the Plaza de Mayo
... when the movement started, it was much more dangerous for men [to protest]. But when the women
[Mothers and Grandmothers] were arrested, many men did all they could to have them released from
prison.

“Ours was not a feminist organisation, but women are stronger in this situation. Some men committed
suicide during that period. Many of the Mothers were widows.”

Some basic details about 10 000 of the people who disappeared have been made public through
investigations by human rights organisations in Argentina. Almeida said it was up to the government to
provide full details of every case.

“It has to be recognised that there was a genocide in Argentina,” Almeida told EN/. She said that while

subsequent governments had called for reconciliation and had passed “amnesty” laws preventing military
officers from being prosecuted, there was still a need for justice to be done.
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“If President Menen wanted to personally forgive the military officers, that's fine, but we don’t think pardons
should be granted at the cost of justice. Menen should follow the example of the Pope - he forgave the man
who tried to kill him, but justice went ahead anyway,” Almeida said.

Asked by ENI about the attitude of the churches, Aimeida said: “| am sad to say that when all this happened,
the hierarchy of the Catholic Church were accomplices to the genocide. But some bishops were in solidarity
with us and they paid with their lives. Priests and nuns disappeared too.”

Many Protestant churches, through an ecumenical movement for human rights, openly supported the
Mothers’ and Grandmothers’ groups.

Almeida said that there were now about 20 core members of the Mothers’ group, and about 40 more who
joined them when they met at the Plaza de Mayo. She said there was now a group of children of the
disappeared - called HIJOS - who would ensure that protests would continue until justice was done. [1156
words]

Are liberation theology and feminism compatible?
Bulletin-97-0078

Lima, Peru, 6 February (ENI)--The differing views of two highly prominent theologians - one from North
America, the other from Latin America - have raised the issue of the compatibility of feminist theology and
liberation theology.

The issue was raised after a visit last October by one of the founders of feminist theology, Rosemary
Radford Ruether, a Roman Catholic professor at the Theological Seminary of Garret, Evanston, lllinois,
to Lima where she met leaders of the Women's Ecumenical Round Table and the Catholic Talitha Cumi
Movement.

After her visit, Ruether wrote in the Natfional Catholic Reporter, published in the US, that one of the
unfortunate facts that she had discovered in Lima was the difference made by fellow theologian Gustavo
Gutierrez between liberation theology and feminist movements. Gutierrez, a Peruvian Catholic priest, is
generally seen as the father of liberation theology.

According to Ruether, Gutierrez insists that feminism is foreign to Latin American thinking and distracts
people from the fundamental concern for the poor.

She added that Gutierrez and staff at a leading Catholic institute in Lima had essentially not worked with
local Protestants, despite Protestant support for liberation theology.

According to the Lafin American and Caribbean Communication Agency, Ruether also said that Gutierrez
had not considered spirituality from the perspective of indigenous people. It was most surprising, she said,
that Gutierrez continued to speak of indigenous people from the Spanish Catholic perspective, ignoring the
fact that Peru's indigenous peoples had found their own voice.

Ruether claimed that Gutierrez's attitude was related to his interest in keeping liberation theology within
institutional Catholicism, rather than venturing out into new areas, such as feminism, sexuality, reproduction,
ecology, Protestant belief and indigenous religions. All these elements, she said, were out of favour with
conservative Catholics.

The US theologian acknowledged that Gutierrez deserved praise as the founder of a movement which -
reconnected theology with social justice. But she said it was sad to see him bowing to the "absolute”
domination of a right-wing church.

Ruether said the future belonged to those who were integrating issues such as gender, ecology,
ecumenism and indigenous spirituality. [355 words]
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Clinton looks to churches to support welfare reform programme
Bulletin-97-0079

By Tracy Early
New York, 19 February (ENI)-US President Bill Clinton is looking to the country’s churches to support his
programme of moving people off welfare and into jobs. '

Clinton chose the significant setting of Riverside, Church, New York, to make his appeal on 18 February to
the churches. Riverside, a large interdenominational congregation, has long been a leader in liberal causes
in the United States.

Clinton, who has promoted himself as a new-style, more centrist Democrat, was widely criticised last year
by his liberal supporters in the churches and elsewhere for signing a bill passed by the
Republican-controlled Congress and designed to end many traditional guarantees of government
assistance.

He has acknowledged that more jobs must be found for those forced off welfare, and has called on
churches, other non-profit organisations and businesses to help provide the jobs.

At Riverside, Clinton suggested that if even half the larger churches would employ one person on welfare,
that would do a lot to make his reform programme work.

Clinton apparently decided to spotlight Riverside when he learned from its senior minister, James A. Forbes
Jr, that it was itself hiring a number of former welfare recipients and launching a new "partnership of hope"
programme to help others obtain jobs. The church was ready to enter into partnership with Clinton to
achieve "emancipation from poverty", Forbes said.

Clinton was joined at Riverside by a number of panellists chosen to speak about the welfare situation from
different perspectives.

Paul H. Sherry, president of the United Church of Christ and one of the panellists, told Clinton the churches
were "eager to enter into partnership”. But he also called for greater efforts to tell the nation how serious
the problems of poverty were, and to secure a national commitment to "the well-being of families and
children”.

Clinton defended his action in signing last year's welfare bill after one man charged it would destroy a
"safety net" needed by many people but acknowledged, however, a need for a change to restore benefits
the bill denied to legal immigrants. Clinton also said he opposed rules that would make people on welfare
attending college withdraw to take jobs.

By coincidence, the executive board of the National Council of Churches (NCC) was meeting at the nearby
Interchurch Centre at the time Clinton was at Riverside Church, and accepted an invitation to send a
delegation to join some 200 people invited to the presidential appearance.

Craig B. Anderson, an Episcopal (Anglican) bishop, the president-elect of the NCC, told ENI that the event
had been "helpful," and that he had found the president "open."

But he warned: "The church can do a limited amount, but it cannot carry the weight of what's being asked
for." [466 words]

Hillary Clinton points to Tibet as committee probes religious liberty
Bulletin-97-0080

By Tracy Early

New York, 17 February (ENI)--A new committee, established by US President Bill Clinton to investigate
religious liberty around the world, has held its first meeting, focusing on the religious situation in China,
Bosnia and East Timor.

Dr Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the US National Council of Churches (NCC) and a member
of President Clinton's new committee, told ENI/ after the meeting on 13 February that she was convinced
the Clinton Administration was taking the group seriously. "This is a very significant assignment, more than
| realised when | went in there," Campbell said.
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The day before the meeting the committee members were invited to the White House for an address by
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. Campbell said Mrs Clinton had mentioned

Tibetan Buddhists as an example of the groups that should get committee attention, even though Buddhists
did not have a large political constituency in the United States. (The Chinese authorities in Tibet have been
widely criticised for their treatment of Buddhists in Tibet.)

Mrs Clinton also observed that governments tended to get "out of balance” in dealing with economic and
diplomatic matters to the detriment of human rights, Campbell said. (President Clinton has been accused
of sacrificing human rights to trade and other considerations, particularly in his administration’s relationship
with Beijing.)

Campbell also told ENI that the committee heard reports on the problems faced by Jehovah's Witnesses,
Jews in Argentina, Christians in Pakistan and other religious minorities. The new Secretary of State,
Madeleine Albright, made a "cameo appearance" before the committee, and said she would welcome the
committee's recommendations, even if they included many minority reports.

"The importance the [Clinton] Administration places on this committee is not in doubt," Campbell said.

The appointment of the State Department Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad did not go
far enough according to some religious leaders, particularly conservative evangelicals. They had tried to
persuade President Clinton to name a White House adviser, rather than a committee, and to focus more
specifically on countering the persecution of Christians. They argued that the committee, chaired by a State
Department official, the Democracy, Human Rights and Labor Secretary John Shattuck, and meeting only
periodically, would not have sufficient independence or strength to bring real benefits.

Campbell said the NCC was in favour of the committee because it could provide for a wider representation
of the religious community. (The committee includes Jewish, Muslim and Baha'i representatives, as well
as members of the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and conservative and mainline Protestant
churches.)

The committee was appointed to serve two years, and is scheduled to meet three times a year, with
sub-group meetings in between. Campbell said the committee was divided into two groups, one focusing
on problems of persecution, and another, to which she was named, dealing with ways religious groups
served the cause of reconciliation. [490 words]

Anglicans ask if smoke ceremony can express the gospel
Bulletin-97-0081

By Jeannie Zakharov

Sydney, 7 February (ENI)-A debate about the place of Aboriginal rituals in Anglican ceremonies has been
sparked by a plan to hold an indigenous smoke ceremony for the opening of the National Anglican
Conference on 8 February in the Australian capital, Canberra.

The smoke ceremony is traditionally used by Aboriginal people as a ritual cleansing for the opening of a
spiritual event.

The debate raised by the planned ceremony focuses on the relationship between the gospel and local
culture, an issue which has prompted considerable study by churches, especially in Latin America, Asia and
Africa. Many liturgists and theologians have welcomed the integration of non-Christian elements into
Christian liturgy and have pointed out that from its beginnings Christianity absorbed religious elements from -
paganism.

However some Christians oppose any contemporary attempts to mix other religions with Christian practice.
Tim Foster, a Sydney clergyman and prominent critic of the plans for tomorrow's smoke ceremony, has
written to Southern Cross, Sydney's Anglican newspaper, stating: "This concession to political correctness
is nothing less than idolatry.

"As | understand it, the ceremony is a traditional opening to a clan meeting in order to 'cleanse’ the meeting-

place from spirits of the dead. However, to ‘cleanse’ the place from evil spirits through an idolatrous
ceremony not only undermines the work of Christ, but is only to invite the demons in."
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Foster told ENI this week: "At best the ceremony has been fulfilled in Christ and ought to be replaced by
the symbols of the new covenant ... At worst, people will understand the ceremony in its traditional sense,
whereby the smoke is understood to be an effective agent in cleansing a person or building from evil spirits.
Since the ceremony is still used widely today in pagan Aboriginal ceremonies, then people could well
interpret it in this way. Sadly, this understanding strikes at the heart of Christ's work and is blatant idolatry."

Foster said that Aboriginal Christians should "express their faith in a.manner that is culturally relevant to
them”, but that "they should discover Jesus and express their fellowship in any manner that is culturally and
biblically appropriate”.

Members of the National Aboriginal Anglican Council (NAAC), interviewed by the Southern Cross,
vigorously supported the use of Aboriginal culture to express the gospel.

Pastor Ray Welsh, of the Crossroads Christian Centre in Sydney, said that Christianity had always used
local culture to explain the truth. "I think it is important to indigenise the gospel to suit Aboriginal people,”
he said.

"We've taken on lots of white culture: now it's time for them to share some of ours. Jesus didn't come to
make us white," he said.

Bishop Arthur Malcolm, assistant bishop of North Queensland and chairperson of the NAAC, said the
smoke in the Aboriginal ceremony was "a sign of the cleansing power of God".

"In the old days smoke was a symbol of cleansing. It's used much in the same way as the same churches
today to bless buildings to claim the protection of Jesus Christ," he said.

Dr Bruce Kaye, a leading Anglican clergyman, speaking on behalf of the conference's standing committee,
said that smoke ceremony would start the conference “on a note of prayerful preparation and repentance.
It is widely used by Aboriginal Christians as a way of expressing, and providing a focus for, personal
purification and repentance. In this case it was to be symbol of our need to come in a spirit of prayerful and
penitential preparation: to be open to God".

He added that there was a second purpose: "Namely to affirm our Aboriginal brothers and sisters and the
high priority their circumstances should have in the life of this country and church. Placing such a ceremony,
which speaks so dramatically of Aboriginal Christian faith, right at the beginning makes a declaration about
our obligations to the indigenous people of this land which we have come to occupy.”

Foster's letter, said Dr Kaye, "raises important questions about the way we approach Aboriginal culture, not
unlike those which the early Christians faced in pagan Roman society. Just as the early Christians
transformed the pagan day of the sun into Sunday, the day of the Lord, so many Aboriginal Christians are
finding ways of using the signs of their traditional culture in Christian ways and with Christian meaning." [729
words]

Australia needs South Africa’s ‘courage’ to confront racist past
Bulletin-97-0082

By Jeannie Zakharov

Sydney, 21 February (ENI)--Concern about racial intolerance in Australia has led a senior church leader
to suggest that the country needs to learn from the experience of South Africa’s "truth and reconciliation
commission”, which was set up to deal with gross human rights violations perpetrated during the apartheid
era.

Dr Jill Tabart, president of the Uniting Church in Australia, made her remarks during a sermon at a church
service before the opening of Parliament earlier this month in Canberra.

In the sermon she challenged members of parliament, including the Prime Minister, John Howard - who
was present in the congregation - to sign a code of ethics condemning racial intolerance.

The code was launched by opposition parliamentarians in December last year following a statement by an
independent MP, Pauline Hanson, that she would not represent Aboriginal Australians in parliament. The
code requires those who sign it to condemn racial intolerance, represent all constituents equally and rule
out the use of race as an election issue.
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Most opposition politicians have signed the code. However, many politicians from the governing Liberal and
National parties, including John Howard, have not signed.

A spokesman for the prime minister said Howard did not feel the code was necessary after the federal
parliament passed a bipartisan resolution in October denouncing racial intolerance.

The Prime Minister, the Governor-General, Sir William Deane (who represents the Queen as head of state),
and the main parliamentary leaders, present at the service on 4 February, heard Tabart draw parallels
between South Africa’s truth and reconciliation commission as a means of directly confronting a racist past
and the response to racism in Australia.

South Africa’s truth and reconciliation commission is presided by the retired Anglican Archbishop of Cape
Town, Desmond Tutu. He had described its work as being to ensure that "instead of revenge there will be
reconciliation. Instead of forgetfulness there will be knowledge and acknowledgment", Tabart said.

Tabart told the congregation: "A truly remarkable process is under way in that country, demonstrating, |
think, that justice with mercy is possible when those responsible for administering it themselves walk humbly
with their God.

“Oh for the courage within our country to apply similar standards for addressing some of the anguish of
the past and the divisiveness of the present,” she said.

Tabart pointed out that the resolution passed by the federal parliament last October "speaks glowingly of
commitment to racial tolerance and a culturally diverse society and to Aboriginal reconciliation in the context
of addressing profound social and economic disadvantage.

"But how many of you fronted up to sign the voluntary federal parliamentarian code of race ethics launched
on the second of December?" she asked.

One of the drafters of the code, Senator Margaret Reynolds of the opposition Labor Party, said that the
code was a much stronger declaration than October’s parliamentary resolution. “It's a definite statement
of commitment to these principles of tolerance by individual people,” she said. [500 words]

Medical expert warns of health risks from communion cup
Bulletin-97-0083

Sydney, 7 February (ENI)--An Australian medical expert has warned that Christians who share a
communion cup risk catching viruses.

According fo the February edition of the Southern Cross, the newspaper of the Anglican diocese of Sydney,
Emeritus Professor Clem Boughton, of the department of infectious diseases at Sydney's Prince Henry
Hospital, believes that people who drink from a shared communion cup could catch hepatitis A, B and C,
along with glandular fever, the common cold and other diseases.

The Anglican diocese of Sydney, which set up a committee to investigate the issue in 1992, has rejected
Professor Boughton's claims. (In many Anglican parishes, a communion cup is shared during the
celebration of the Eucharist.)

"The medical profession has assured us in the past that it is not an issue," the Anglican Dean of Sydney,
Boak Jobbins, told the Southern Cross. "If any think otherwise, we'd be glad to hear from them and discuss
their findings. We'd be happy to change it for a good reason, but no one has given us one yet."

One of Australia's leading clergyman, Donald Robinson, former Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, also
believes that the health risks are negligible. He said that individual cups of wine at Holy Communion were
acceptable, but the common cup had theological significance. "It is what Jesus used and what St Paul
speaks of," Archbishop Robinson said. "The fact that they shared a common cup implies unity."

Another Anglican clergyman, Bill Lawton, who is the vicar of Darlinghurst, an inner-city part of Sydney,

supported the use of individual cups. "Where | work, a number of people come in with diseases," he said.
"Especially in the case of hepatitis, we don't know to what extent it is communicable.”
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Dr Lawton also criticised the fact that the celebrant at Eucharist is required to drink left-over consecrated
wine. The practice was dangerous to people's health, he said.

Last year an American company started selling individual mini-communion cartons for use at church
services. The cartons, each containing a sealed wafer and a mouthful of wine, are distributed at the altar
rails and opened by the worshippers.

However, a liturgy specialist, the Anglican Bishop of Portsmouth in England, Kenneth Stevenson, said then:
"The Eucharist is not a slick, fast-food operation. It is about fellowship and offering ourselves to each other
and to God. The symbolism in this package is highly individualistic." [405 words]

Uganda’s vice-president rejects bishop’s call for talks with rebels
Bulletin-97-0084

By David Musoke

Kitgum, northern Uganda, 13 February (ENI)--Uganda’s vice-president, Dr Specioza Windira Kazibwe,
has criticised an Anglican bishop for urging the government to hold peace talks with armed rebels in
northern Uganda.

Addressing a crowd in the town of Kitgum on 9 February, the vice-president described the leader of the
rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), Joseph Kony, and his supporters as “killers, rapists and people who
had devastated the economy”. The LRA is terrorising the towns and villages of northern Uganda, killing
hundreds of people and abducting teenagers to force them to become guerrillas in the struggle for control
of the region.

“We in the government cannot talk peace to Joseph Kony and his LRA rebel group,” Mrs Windira Kazibwe
said. “The clan laws of Uganda tell us that murderers will be dealt with according to the law. We are the
leaders who have been elected to keep the clan laws. We shall keep them.”

Preaching at a special church service on 4 February after the murder by the LRA of Kitgum District's police
chief, Asaph Ruteitsya, the Anglican Bishop of Kitgum Diocese, Macleord Baker Ochola I, bitterly criticised
President Yoweri Museveni's government, which has been in power for 11 years, for failing to end the
armed rebellion in the north of the country.

The bishop urged the government to begin a dialogue with the rebels to stop the carnage.

Three weeks ago, members of the LRA, which is allegedly supported by the Sudanese government,
crossed the Sudanese border into the Kitgum district and killed more than 400 civilians, including children,
women and old people.

“Talking peace with the rebels does not mean the government is weak or defeated,” Bishop Ochola said,
adding that peace talks were the best way “to stop the killing and displacement of innocent people.” He
said that granting a pardon to the rebels would be the best means to resolve the conflict.
o

The bishop said that the only real rebels were LRA leaders, as most of the fighting force now consisted of
“so many innocent boys and girls abducted from the villages”. (According to the Observer newspaper in
London, Unicef, the United Nations Children’s Fund, estimates that 3000 children have been kidnapped
by the LRA in the past two years alone.).

“Why does Museveni want to be a monster?” the bishop asked, pointing out that the north Ugandan Acholi
tribe, of which the bishop is a member, was the group most affected by the insurgency. “If he feels he still
has some more days to rule, he should listen or follow what God wants and not what he (Museveni) desires.
For God does not want his people to live in a state of fear in their country.”

Several members of parliament and religious leaders have repeatedly appealed to the government to talk
peace with the rebels in order to end the fighting in which thousands of people have been killed, maimed
and expelled from their villages.

President Museveni has said that the relatives of victims of the fighting would be angry with the government

if pardons were granted. The president has vowed that government troops will continue fighting until they
wipe the rebels out.
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The rebels, whose leader is a 35-year-old former Catholic catechist in Gulu district of northern Uganda,
practise a mixture of witchcraft and Christianity. They claim they want to establish a government based on
the Ten Commandments.

A parliamentary committee has rejected proposals for peace talks with the rebels and recommended that
the government should step up its armed war against the rebels in order to defeat them.

Mrs Windira Kazibwe, the first woman to hold the position of vice-president, also criticised other religious
leaders for calling for peace talks. She said this could give the impression that the churches supported the
rebels.

“Even the Bible says: ‘Don't kill' and yet the bishops say; ‘If he [Kony] is killing, talk to him',” the vice-
president said. “This encourages Kony to continue killing people.”

President Museveni received 85 per cent of the popular vote during the May 1996 direct presidential
elections. His main opponent, Paul Kawanga Ssemogerere, who supported peace talks with the rebels was
defeated in all districts except for the war-ravaged districts of Kitgum and Gulu.

e According to the Observer newspaper, the LRA is now demanding that people in the region it controls
do not use bicycles. “The rebels attack villagers with bikes on the dubious grounds that they would
otherwise escape quickly, cycle to town and warn the Ugandan army when the LRA is around,” the
newspaper reported. The penalty for riding a bicycle is amputation. [777 words]

‘80 per cent of S Africa doctors oppose new abortion law,’ survey finds
Bulletin-97-0085

By Noel Bruyns
East London, South Africa, 17 February (ENI)—More than 80 per cent of South Africa’s medical doctors
are refusing to perform abortions, following the legalisation of abortion at the beginning of this month.

The doctors are refusing on religious and ethical grounds to implement the liberal abortion legislation
approved by President Nelson Mandela's African National Congress-led Government of National Unity,
according to a survey undertaken by Doctors for Life, an organisation based in Johannesburg.

Parliament voted in the Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act, although several surveys taken before
the Act was passed showed that most South Africans were, mainly for religious reasons, opposed to the
liberalisation of abortion.

Doctors for Life announced last week that its survey, taken since the enactment of the abortion legislation,
showed that 82 per cent of doctors were unwilling to perform abortions.

Doctors for Life said that more than 700 doctors, specialists and professors of medicine had declined to
take part in abortions. Many nurses had also refused. “Of about 1000 nurses at the Pretoria Academic
Hospital, only 10 were willing to perform abortions,” Doctors for Life said.

The South African Press Association (SAPA) news agency reported: “Nearly all doctors and nurses
concerned with ending pregnancies at hospitals in the Eastern Cape Province cities of Port Elizabeth and
Unitenhage have refused to perform abortions.”

Also, more than 50 per cent of the medical staff in the province of Kwazulu-Natal were blocking abortion
procedures for ethical, moral and religious reasons, SAPA reported..

The controversial abortion legislation allows abortion on demand up to the 12th week of pregnancy, and

up to the 20th week under special circumstances. Minors are permitted to have abortions without parental
permission. [380 words]
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News in Focus

A church in search of Russia’s lost Lutherans
Bulletin-97-0086

By Andrei Zolotov

St Petersburg, 11 February (ENI)--When workers removed scaffolding from a swimming pool in St
Petersburg last month, they were marking another major change in the religious life of post-communist
Russia.

The swimming pool and the scaffolding were located beneath the vaults of the Lutheran church of St Peter
and Paul on Nevsky Prospect, the most famous street in St Petersburg.

Long before it housed a swimming pool, the church - located on property donated in 1727 by Tsar Peter
Il to the city's Lutheran community - would welcome congregations of up to 3000 on Sundays. But in 1937
the Petri-Kirche, as it is known in the city, became the last Lutheran church in Russia to be closed by the
communist authorities.

During the Second World War the Petri-Kirche served as a warehouse, like thousands of church buildings
of other denominations across the Soviet Union. In the 1950s a swimming pool was built inside the church,
while the exterior was preserved as an important architectural landmark.

The conversion of the Petri-Kirche from a swimming pool back to a church is perhaps the clearest symbol
of the re-integration of the Lutheran community into Russian society since the end of communism.

Today the Petri-Kirche is once again the main Lutheran place of worship in St Petersburg and the
headquarters of ELKRAS, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia and other States (which includes the
former Soviet republics with the exception of the Baltic states).

Before the Bolshevik revolution, Lutheranism represented the second biggest Christian community in
Russia. Only the Russian Orthodox Church, to which the overwhelming majority of Russians belonged, was
bigger. However, for long periods of their history, both under the tsars and later under communist rule,
Russia’s Lutherans were not allowed to preach in Russian and lived in what was known as an ethnic ghetto.

The roots of Lutheranism in Russia go back to the time of Ivan the Terrible in the 16th century. The number
of Lutherans in Russia grew significantly from 1703 when Peter the Great established a fortress in St
Petersburg, soon making it the new capital of a Europe orientated Russia. To build the new capital he
invited engineers, craftsmen, military and navy officers from Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark
and other countries. Most of them were Lutheran Protestants and they soon formed a powerful Lutheran
community in St Petersburg.

In the second half of the 18th century Russia's Lutheran community grew rapidly because of the arrival of
tens of thousands of Germans in the region after an invitation by Catherine the Great in 1763 to cultivate
land near the Volga River and in Ukraine.

After the Bolshevik revolution, the government was not as harsh on Protestants as it was on the Orthodox
Church and its members, but in the 1930s the communist authorities systematically closed all Russia’s
Lutheran churches and, after the outbreak of the Second World War, deported hundreds of thousands of
Russian Germans to Kazakhstan, Siberia and Central Asia. However, starting in the 1960s, Harald
Kalninsch, a Lutheran pastor based in Riga, Latvia, began to rebuild Lutheranism among Soviet citizens
of German origin in the many Soviet Republics.

(In the Baltic states, which were incorporated into the Soviet Union only in 1940, Lutheran denominations
continued to function, despite communism.)

For about 20 years, beginning in the 1960s, Kalninsch travelled frequently to Kazakhstan, Siberia and
Central Asia, searching for Lutheran communities and ministering to them. He became the first bishop of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the USSR. This church was initially based in Riga, even though the
church's main goal was to minister to Lutherans outside the Baltic states.

In 1992, after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the bishop's office was moved to St Petersburg and the
church given its present name.
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Today ELKRAS is led by Bishop Georg Kretschmar, a German professor of theology from Hamburg.

According to Wenrich Slenczka, the bishop's assistant for theology and education, ELKRAS now has about
70 000 members in 500 communities, most of them to the east of the Ural Mountains. :
Slenczka stressed that the figures were only rough estimates because of the current mobility of the
Russian-German population.

In the 1980s, according to official figures, there were about two million citizens of German origin living in
the Soviet Union. Many of them have since returned to Germany, even though in many cases their
ancestors had arrived in Russia more than 200 years ago. Others are moving back to traditional German
colonies on the Volga river and in Ukraine, or elsewhere in Russia.

"Some communities disappear while new ones constantly emerge, especially around the historical centres
[of German settiement] or in large Russian centres where people get together and say that they should live
in the faith of their fathers, but know very little about Christianity,” Dr Slenczka told EN/. Born and educated
in Germany, he is one of about 15 pastors from abroad, mainly from Germany and the United States, who
are in Russia to help rebuild the Lutheran Church.

Up to present, local ELKRAS pastors have been trained mainly through correspondence courses. A
donation from the Lutheran Board for Mission Support, based in the United States, recently enabled
ELKRAS to buy a building in the suburbs of St Petersburg which will soon house a seminary. ELKRAS relies
almost entirely on aid from abroad, mainly from the Evangelical Church of Germany (EKD), from German
foundations and from the Lutheran World Federation, based in Geneva.

But whereas the growing urban Lutheran communities, like the Petri-Kirche, are generally grateful for
foreign aid, rural communities which have had to struggle to preserve their faith despite ethnic and religious
persecution, are wary of what they see as "liberal" theology coming from Germany and of the current
renewal of church structures.

Deported by the Soviets to the east of the country, Russian Germans, who had a long-standing strong
tradition of pietism, often formed Briidergemeinden (communities of brethren). Led by senior "brothers”
(who replaced the pastors who had been killed or imprisoned), the communities managed to survive the
harsh decades of exile in Kazakhstan and Central Asia by studying the Bible, building simple prayer houses
and holding their own liturgies.

"If we manage to establish mutual respect between the traditions of brothers’ communities and the devotion
of young urban communities, it will be decisive for the future of our church," ELKRAS's leader, Bishop
Kretschmar, told the first post-Soviet General Synod of the church in 1994.

These urban communities often include people who are not of German descent, but who have discovered
the Lutheran church through marriage, because of their interest in the German language, or after a period
of spiritual searching. Their numbers may grow as ELKRAS is now considering holding church services in
Russian as well as in German.

Despite expectations of growth, the church maintains good relations with the Russian Orthodox Church and
supports the Orthodox Church's opposition to proselytism. The German-background Lutheran church has
no missionary ambitions in Russia and the neighbouring republics. "We are looking for our communities,
we are not making them," Slenczka said. [1192 words]
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Conference Message

The Conference on World Mission and Evangelism has met in Salvador, Bahia,
Brazil, at a significant moment in history — the approach of the end of the century
and of a new millennium.

Soon after the start of this century, the first comprehensive ecumenical mission
conference took place in Edinburgh. It stated: “The work [of mission] has to be done
now. It is urgent and must be pressed forward at once.” The work of mission,
however, did not turn out to be straightforward. Within four years of that conference
the world was engulfed in war. Since then it has known massacres and mass
deportations, another world war, the development of new forms of colonialism, life
under nuclear threat, the destruction of ecosystems by human greed, the growth and
collapse of the Soviet bloc, violent and separatist ethnic struggles, rampant capitalism
leading to an ever-greater gap between rich and poor.

We believe that it is still the church’s primary calling to pursue the mission of
God in God’s world through the grace and goodness of Jesus Christ. Yet this mission,
history-long, world-wide, cannot be seen today in narrow ways — it must be an
every-member mission, from everywhere to everywhere, involving every aspect of life
in a rapidly changing world of many cultures now interacting and overlapping.

In conference here in Salvador, we have sought to understand better the way in
which the gospel challenges all human cultures and how culture can give us a clearer
understanding of the gospel. It would be difficult to find a more appropriate venue for
such a conference. Brazil has the second largest population of people of African
origin of any nation. Salvador is a microcosm of the world’s diversity of cultures and
spiritualities. Yet this very place made us aware of the pain and fragmentation that
comes from the racism and lack of respect for other religions that still exist in sectors
of the Christian churches.

The theme of the conference was “Called to One Hope — The Gospel in Diverse
Cultures™.

The hope of the gospel is expressed in the gracious coming of God in Jesus of
Nazareth. From the day of Pentecost this hope manifests itself as the fruit of faith and
in the struggle of the community of faith. It reaches out to all people everywhere. This
conference has been a foretaste and impulse of this hope.

In the conference we have experienced much which has given us such hope.

— The wide diversity of peoples and churches represented (in Edinburgh in 1910 the
large majority of the participants were European or North American; in Salvador



over six hundred Christians of a wide spectrum of cultures from more than one
hundred nations participated in the life of the conference).

— The genuine attempt which has been made to listen and to share ways and
wisdoms across cultures.

— The thrill of participating in the life of a community where the voices of young
and old, women and men from Christian churches around the globe have all been
speaking out.

— The willingness of the churches and mission agencies to admit past failures and
to refuse to engage in stereotyping, and the determination to stay together and
work together for the good of our common mission.

— The solidarity of standing at the dockside in Salvador where, for three hundred
years, the African slaves who were still alive after their capture and deportation
were unloaded. By the “Stone of Tears” together we wept tears of repentance.

— The encouragement of participating in the rhythm of daily worship where the
honouring and use of different sounds and languages did not result in a divisive
and confusing “Babel”, but rather gave a hint of the unity and inspiration of a
Pentecost.

— The privilege of sharing for a short time in the life of a continent and people with
arich cultural history and a diversity of religious spirituality, whose churches are
responding to the challenges of social change and poverty through the embodi-
ment of gospel hope.

It is our profound hope that this last great mission conference of the 20th century
has clearly illuminated that the gospel to be most fruitful needs to be both true to
itself, and incarnated or rooted in the culture of a people. We have had a first-hand
experience of seeing and hearing Christians from many diverse cultures expressing
their struggles and hopes.

— We have heard the cries of pain from indigenous peoples who have faced the near
extermination of their communities and cultures, and we have marvelled at their
resilience and their determination to make connections between their indigenous
spirituality and their Christian faith so that their identity is not divided.

— We have heard the longing of women around the world for a real partnership in
church and society.

— We have listened to the voices of young Christians telling us that they do not
wish to be objects of the church’s mission but to be full partners in the work of
mission particularly in relating the faith to the energy and aspirations of youth
culture today.



We have learned from our Latin American hosts the importance of “doing”
theology which seeks to create a “community called church” which is rooted in
the life of the people amongst whom the church is set, and which shows itself, for
example, in their response to the plight of the street children in their cities.

We have heard the voices of Christians in the Pacific who seck mutuality with
their Christian partners from the West, insisting that full partnership in mission
is reciprocal, not paternalistic.

We have heard the anger of African people, Afro-Caribbean people, Afro-Latino
people and African people of North America at the horror of slavery, and we have
heard how the faith, though presented to them in distorted forms, became the
hope of liberation. We have admired their determination not to be trapped in a
lament over history but to cooperate together in a strengthened partnership
between African people and people of the African diaspora.

We have been moved by the stories of disaster and disease which led one speaker
from Affica to say, “Times are ripe for flirting with hopelessness”, and we have
been astonished at the strength and determination of African Christians, women
in particular, to share the pain of their people and to combat despair and plant the
seeds of both food and hope.

We have benefited from hearing of the long-term experience of Asian Christians
of living a life of Christian discipleship in multifaith societies, sometimes as
vulnerable and threatened minority groups. We have also heard of a surge of
grassroots missionary activity.

We have been moved by the experiences of Christians in the Middle East living
with the privilege and pain of life in a “holy land” torn apart by division and
injustice, and their indignation at the way in which biblical texts are misinter-
preted so that their culture is blemished and some are made to feel strangers in
their own land.

We have admired the commitment of those from the Orthodox and other local
churches in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe now determined, in the
new atmosphere of religious freedom, to serve their people in such a way that the
faith which sustained many through times of persecution might now be an equal
blessing in times of new challenge. We have heard their protest at the ways in
which rich foreign Christian groups are seeking to proselytize their people.

We have recognized the caution of Christians in Germany about being too ready
to see God’s spirit in all human cultures, growing out of their painful memories
of how the churches risked becoming captive to Nazi ideology in a previous
generation.



— We have heard how the churches, against the background of the post-modemn
culture influencing much of Western Europe, are studying the phenomenon of
secularism and engaging with those turning from traditional faith and seemingly
seeking a private “pick and mix” spirituality.

— We have heard reports of the growing localism of North American churches
which, while strengthening their commitment to mission and evangelism in their
own context, may lead to an isolation and insulation from global realities.

— We have shared the concern of many at how the global free-market economy
seems to exercise sovereign power over even strong governments, and how the
mass media disseminate worldwide images and messages of every description
which influence — and, some believe, undermine — community and faith.

— We have discussed how, perhaps as a reaction to these developments, new
fundamentalisms are emerging in all world faiths, adding to the divisions in an
already fractured world.

— We have heard how Christians in many places around the globe are engaging in
serious dialogue with people of other faiths, telling the Christian story, listening
attentively to the stories of others, and thus gaining a clearer and richer under-
standing of their own faith and helping to build a “community of communities”
to the benefit of all.

In such ways we have recognized how the church engages in mission with cultures
around the globe today. What then would we want to emphasize from this confer-
ence?

— The church must hold on to two realities: its distinctiveness from, and its
commitment to, the culture in which it is set. In such a way the gospel neither
becomes captive to a culture nor becomes alienated from it, but each challenges
and illuminates the other.

— Perhaps as never before, Christians in mission today need to have a clear
understanding of what God has done in history through Jesus Christ. In this we
have seen what God requires of individuals, communities and structures. The
biblical witness is our starting point and reference for mission and gives us the
sense of our own identity.

— We need constantly to seek the insight of the Holy Spirit in helping us better to
discern where the gospel challenges, endorses or transforms a particular culture.

— The catholicity of a church is enhanced by the quality of the relationships it has
with churches of other traditions and cultures. This has implications for mission
and evangelism and calls for respect and sensitivity for churches already located
in the place concerned. Competitiveness is the surest way to undermine Christian
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mission. Equally, aggressive evangelism which does not respect the culture of a
people is unlikely to reflect effectively the gracious love of God and the challenge
of the gospel.

— Local congregations are called to be places of hope, providing spaces of safety
and trust wherein different peoples can be embraced and affirmed, thus manifest-
ing the inclusive love of God. For congregations in increasingly plural societies,
inclusion of all cultural groups which make up the community, including those
who are uprooted, marginalized and despised, is important. Strengthening
congregations through a spirituality which enables them to face the vulnerability
involved in this openness is critical.

— Small steps which involve risk and courage can break through barriers and create
new relationships. Such steps are available to us all. They can be the “miracle”
which changes a church or community’s self-image and enables new God-given
life to break forth.

Music at the conference has had a rhythm, a harmony, a beat. In a place with a
deep African tradition it is natural that in our worship the beat of the drum has
frequently been the vehicle to carry our souls to resonate with the beat of God’s love
for us and for all people. With hearts set on fire with the beat of mission and a prayer
on our lips that many will share with us in being “Called to One Hope™ and take and
find “The Gospel in Diverse Cultures”, we commend the fruits of the conference to
Christians and churches everywhere. Our profound hope is that they too may be
renewed in mission for the sharing of the knowledge of Christ, to the glory of the
triune God.

Acts of Commitment

1. — We, the participants in the Conference on World Mission and Evangelism in
Salvador, Brazil, affirm that the truth of the gospel is challenging and relevant to
all dimensions of life.

— We therefore commit ourselves to unequivocal and cooperative witness to the
gospel of hope in Jesus Christ in all contexts.

— We shall continue to explore the truth of the gospel and its public relevance,
particularly in cultures where religion continues to be relegated to the private
sphere.



2. — We affirm that it is only as churches seek the truth of the gospel in dialogue
with each other that they may discern the fullness of God’s reconciling work in
Christ and the one hope to which they are called.

— We therefore commit ourselves resolutely to continue in dialogue together even
when we substantially differ in the way we comprehend and use the term “gospel”
and understand the work of the Holy Spirit in all cultures.

— We shall continue to strive together in mutual respect for greater clarity about
and common understanding of the relation between the gospel and culture.

3. — We rejoice that many churches are increasingly engaging in new forms of local

and global mission. At the same time we note with pain that many new expres-
sions of mission lead to unethical forms of coercion and proselytism which neither
recognize the integrity of the local churches nor are sensitive to local cultures —
hence run counter to God’s reconciling love in Christ.
— We therefore commit ourselves to promote common witness and to renounce
proselytism and all forms of mission which destroy the unity of the body of Christ.
— We shall continue to seek together with others a framework for responsible
relationships in mission.

4. — We affirm that the Spirit poured out on the day of Pentecost makes all cultures
worthy vehicles of the love of God and that no culture is the exclusive norm for
God’s relationship with humans. We also affirm dialogue as a vital mode of
developing relationships, cultivating understanding and growing towards the unity
to which all creation is called in Christ.

— We therefore commit ourselves to seek out dialogue with others from diverse
cultural and religious contexts, to subject our own culture to the critique of the
gospel, and to be unwavering in our determination to sustain dialogue, even in the
face of differences and disagreements.

— We shall continue to explore the inter-relationship between our commitment
to witness to Christ and our determination to dialogue with people of other faiths
and cultures.

5. — We affirm that God’s inclusive love embraces and endows all people with
inherent dignity on the basis of their creation in God’s image, including those who
have been stigmatized and discriminated against and those who have been
marginalized and excluded from participation and self-expression. Many persons
in oppressed groups internalize negative images of themselves, yet the Holy Spirit



enables a real awakening of the image of God in them, and empowers them to live
as persons of dignity and worth.

— We therefore commit ourselves to confronting and working to transform
oppressive structures and dynamics in the churches and in society which ignore,
desecrate or assault the divine image in persons.

— We shall continue to explore ways of resolving the tensions and overcoming
the divisions which arise when churches are confronted with the legitimate
aspirations of oppressed people.

. — We affirm the sovereignty of God and the Lordship of Jesus Christ over all
areas of life, including economics, the media and the environment.

— We therefore commit ourselves to the search for alternative models of
community, more equitable economic systems, fair trade practices, responsible use
of the media, and just environmental policies, in the perspective of the coming of
God’s reign of justice and peace.

— We shall continue to explore ways in which the church can counteract the
negative impacts of globalization and seek ways to place it at the service of all
humanity and all creation.

. — We affirm that all Christians are called to participate in the mission of God in
their various callings. Equipping the saints of God in local congregations for the
work of mission and of ministry is crucial.

— We therefore commit ourselves to ensuring that resources and relevant
processes of formation for mission are available for all persons, especially youth.
— We shall continue to explore fresh ways of drawing out the gifts of the Spirit
in all members of the body of Christ, that they may fully participate in the total
life and mission of the church.

The above texts, together with the conference section reports,
are available from:

Conference on World Mission and Evangelism
Programme Unitll -

World Council of Churches

P.O. Box 2100

1211 Geneva 2

Switzerland




Conference on World Mission and Evangelism

Called to One Hope — The Gospel in Diverse Cultures
Salvador, Babia, Brazil
24 November - 3 December 1996

To:  Participants in the Conference on World Mission and Evangelism
Salvador, Bahia, Brazil

February 1997
Dear friends,

Greetings of grace and peace in the joy of the gospel.

We are delighted that you were able to participate in the eleventh Conference on World Mission and
Evangelism in Salvador, Brazil. It was indeed a privilege for all of us to have been part of that
significant mission event near the turn of the century. I hope you have returned safely to your place
of service to the gospel of Christ and that the experience and findings of the Salvador meeting are
proving to be an inspiration to your witness to the one hope of our calling.

The success of the world mission conference depended in large measure upon the good will and high
commitment of the participants, so I wish also to thank you for your active involvement and hard
work. In particular I extend my thanks to those of you who fulfilled leadership or supportive roles in
the course of the meeting; you deserve our gratitude for your valuable contribution.

Two months have transpired since our memorable encounter in Salvador, so I wish to take this
opportunity to draw your attention to some materials and information that may be useful in
broadening the impact of this event.

Enclosed in this mailing are the Conference Message and the Acts of Commitment in their final form.
Their content echoes our learnings as we opened ourselves to the richness of the gospel in diverse
cultures. These texts should be helpful in your own follow-up of the conference, as you use all the
channels available to speak, write and report on the event.

The section reports as amended by the leadership in the light of comments at the plenary sessions will
soon be available in English, French, German and Spanish. If you are mlerested in receiving a copy,
please write to us, indicating the language version that you want.

Some quantities of the preparatory materials are still available. If you could use further copies of the
Bible study booklet, the preparatory papers or the special issues of the International Review of
Mission, let us know. The final address list of all the participants is also available on request.

World Council of Churches

PROGRAMME UNIT 11, CWME OFFICE 150, ROUTE DE FERNEY P.O, BOX 2100 1211 GENEVA 2 SWITZERLAND
TELEPHONE (41 22) 791 60 82 TELEFAX (41 22) 791 03 61 TELEX 415 730 OIK CH CABLE OIKOUMENE GENEVA
E-MAIL AGC@WCC-COE.ORG - SLS@WCC-COE.ORG



The staff of the Unit is undertaking a thorough evaluation and planning the programmatic follow-up.
However. a significant feature of the follow-up is the participants” own reflection on the conference.
Many of you handed in your evaluation form in Salvador, but may have further insights that you wish
to communicate to us. What has been your response to the experience and deliberations of Salvador?
How has your understanding of and witness to the gospel been challenged or affirmed? We would
be especially interested in your assessment. of the implications of the conference for missionary
faithfulness in your context. It would be particularly helpful if you could send us stories related to the
theme which either you shared or heard others share during the meeting. We would also be grateful
to receive from you copies of reports which you or others in your region have written on the
conference.

Work has started on the official report of the conference, which will be published in English by the
WCC in June 1997. A German version is planned by “Evangelisches Missionswerk.” and we are aware
that other regions and agencies also have plans. Of course. we would like the conference material to
be made available in as many languages, ways and formats as possible. It will be good if you can
actively help in the dissemination of the conference materials in consultation with your member
churches, national/regional councils and agencies. Please let us know of your plans, and how we may
be of help in promoting the CWME in your region

Let me close with my best wishes to you and with the expression of my joy in our fellowship in the
gospel.

Sincerely yours,

Gine E’M‘ka

Rev. Ana Langerak
Executive Director

Enclosures: CWME Message, Acts of Commitment
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YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCTIATION
SOHANNESSEN BUILDING OLD HAZRRIBAGH RORD,RAZESS

Date: 5/3/97
yMCA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DE PARTMENT
PROGRAMMES FOR MARCH'97

o

March(Thursday):

1* Outgoing Children Hand Writing Comptt. at  power House
at & 20 E.L &

e o S o T a8 S _.:-_nn..-pu—_.n.—-u-.-u..-ﬂ.:..-.-__.,--——___-—_.a?

gth March(Saturday):
1 Uni-Y General knowledge Comptt. at VTC Kantatoli at 3,00 pm.
2. Talk on "Importance OfIEdqution" at Water Coloumn centre
at 3.00 p.m. ' : F
3. Discussion on n1jow to start your own industry at Jaganathpur

at 2.00 p..m.

I:;—E-_m—-ﬂ—-ﬂ--’-mﬂ—'-w—-m

ﬂ-mﬂr_nuﬂlﬂw.ﬂu-t:--—=---——yu—ﬂnﬂmﬂu‘ﬂ_.——ﬂlﬂ:_--.ﬂ-ﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂp—.ﬁ-—_’”pﬂw-muﬂrﬂ

oth _Ma rch(Sunday) s

~{ T Gultural Programme 4t Banas Talao at 2.00 D.m.
2, Outgoing children Hand Writing.COmntt. at Pool Toli

e s e o k. 3 e e g -..-u-r-...u..-:.-.-_n.--m-p-....»_...,-.u-.p--—.-.-‘---L-..-.-m.-n-..=..==.--.=.-..=-..a—.,-.——-u.:...—_..:-:.-w.,_...,.-.,-:...u.-

T1th M.rch(Tuesday):
l.O.G,ChilHren English dictation Comptt,at Islam Nagar

-=ml:'—n-—-‘-—A.T_-—w“‘J:-.:-.--p—ﬂ-ﬂn-lw——-ﬂ—-:.-ﬂ-ﬁ.ﬂﬂ—._»“#h _“ﬂ--——-'ﬂl“-:.m-——na_—ﬁ—-r-ﬂn—lqﬁ ...............

13th March(Thursday):
1.Talk O

F21:. on "How to make drinking water" at Banas Talao

.

14th (.reh(Friday ) s . ,
1,751k on Tgnity is must for any development process" at

garha Toli ac 7.00 p.m.
2 .0rientation Class for Teachers at city Branch from
5. 00 aJm. to_4.00 DM :

15th March(Saturday): :
1 ,0utgoing General Knowledge Comptt. at Lohrakocha at 3.00 o.m.
2 .0rientation for teachers continues.

.-.—.-.a.n:..n_-u—_.:-mv.-.u--:—.:..-.:.-:-—...—r_-—-...-...-m-‘an=.-.a_uu,...-..-.-n-

-—.=.u..._-u.=-=..-_-.—_.-.,.=-=.-..,=-.-..-.:-..-.:,-..a«.-,.-un.—nz.

15th.ﬂ£fCh($EPdai)=

e ¥yt

i Discussion on "Proper Management o Lohrakocha School and
role of Local people and ymca" at Lohrakocha at 3.00 p.m.
2 .Health Check=up at Garha Toli_at 10,30 Sells e

-—-———-u.-o—.—-—_._-.—uu--u-

18th M§£gh(Tuasday):f

e

1T.Discussion on Enterpreneurship srogramnme for youths at
i S

Water Coloumn at 3.00 .M.

.-‘.—.:m.—._—.n..—_sr.-.-_-.d..u-‘.:,-su’_

19th March(WqQHEEQaX): T
TTalk on Balanced Diew: for Women at pool Toli at 11,30 _2.Mm.__

)
——-u——.-—.:-..--u—_-.:..——_—-.:—-.—-—-u—-.—-—-.-.-:—:-_—--a ﬂﬂd—lﬂﬂ_ﬂ-hc:v:-:--—lm#l_ﬂ‘aﬂl‘ﬂ-ﬂlmm-ﬂ-:-‘:l-‘ 2 omea =21

21st March(Fridazi: < =
1.Discussion_on “gelf 4nologment“ at Water Coloumn gt 11,30 2.0,

P .-.,-—-_-—-u-a:—.-.u-:en-:-p:-r-n--d_--_.—p,—.n.;—- .

i%gijﬂigch{Saturdaz):
= Talk on "Income Gerat ing Programme for Women at TIslam
4,30 o.m.
2 .Talk on various Tredning Programme for youths at BooL Tuls

o s et s W = 2

.ﬂ-—ﬂ--’,_‘-ﬂ.ﬂmﬂﬂ-_ﬂ—rﬂwﬂlﬂ-ﬂa
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25th March(Tuesday):

1, One day Seminar on "Health-and Sanitation" at
Power House at 8,30 a.m.,

e i S e e Com s e o A D SR M S G B3 M EEN C3 R I MmN R RS S AU MR GE G e S S e b e D3 A3 BT ESN RS ESR ISR ESF OO SN e see f0e 6

27th March(Thursday)

1.'Discussion on "Importance of Education to Women"
at Lohrakocha Centre at 4,00 p.m.,

e S e R M O RS e e S S D S S e e TN S S C ESD SN S SR R AT B3 £ M e M S e W e e R S me SR e s GO GSD £ S G IR ST T e e G e e

1, Discussion on "Youths and their future" at
Islam Nagar at 4.30 »n.m.

s e 3 N ETR N SR S s e T S W S e e e S e 58 SR R DN SN G S e G O NN £ TR R MO D S M T TS MW e ewe e SR SN SIS S5 S S L 3 EER SN S e e o

Future Programme:

Anril'97 =~ One day Seminar on "Career Guidance"
: 3

- Distribution of School Dress.
tay '97 - Summer Camp at Maranghada

v N S e S S S S S M S e S aee fuw SO S S S SN M G SN S S N A e s T S S SN MR 3 S S SN GEm S £ O3 £33 S S e

(W.H.C. David)
Secrztary -



18-82-97 1317 LCMS 1 . ID=75768953

Lutheran Church a BHIEFHERE

IN MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE A B 160s e S a0
HEATY QFFICF: Pt Jaya Selanigor Malaysia

4 Jalan Utara. 46200 Petaing Jaya. Selngorn Maloyua Cable Acktieyy: LUTHERAN PETALING JAYA

Tel 03 7565992. 03-7500014 ' Fax 03-757495%

SNGAPOKRE OFFICE
707, Commonweaitn Drive, {Jueenstyan, S e 0714

Tel 02-4737866 OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

18 February, 1997

Most Rev, Christ Saban Royan Topno

Gossner Evangelical 1 atheran Church

Ranchi - 834001

Bihar,

India. Fax : 0091-651-200224

Deuar Rev. Topno,

Re : LWF Pre-Assembly / Asian Church Leaders’ Meeting 1997

-

Vou are cordially invited to participate in the LWF Pre-Assembly / Asian Church
Leaders” Meeting 1997 to be held in Singapore from 26 February to March 4, 1997.
We would be very happy if you, os a representative of the Gossner Evangelical
Lutheran Church could take part in this event.

The meeting is sponsorcd by the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) with its
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland in co-operation with their counterpart in
Singapore. Thercfore your boarding, lodging, internal, research expenses and other
incidentals will be fully covered by the sponsor. We would very much welcome your
participation.

We remain with our best wishes and regards.

Yours sincerely,

“Giceon élﬁl@

ce: Rev. Schaeffer
Mr. Benjamin Hiew .
3 ' Mr. Philip Chen

o iy i S ki 2
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1.

2.

TEN SING NORWAY PROGRAMME
GOSSNER MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUND
GEL CHURCH COMPOUND, RANCHI

1.30 P.M. SATURDAY DECEMBER 21, 1996

Chairperson: DR,Mrs.E,Bhengra
Principal
Bethesda Women's College,

Ranchi.
Flowers presented by the students of
Bethesda Women's College, Ranchi.,
Opening Prayer:- Miss. Elina Horo
Welcome := Rev.N,Topno Dean, C.R.C.
TEN SING NORWAY Parforms Part I

Address: Fr., Hubertus, Administrator
Social Development Centre

Intercessory prayer = Cand, Simant Tirkey

TEN SING NORWAY performs - Part- II
(Meanwhile Collection for the Ranchi

Ecumenical Fund)

Blessing: Mdst Rt,Rev,C.S.R. Topno
Moderator
G.E.L. Church
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Institut cecuménique  [EEM SRCNINGYEY Y| Institut cecuménique

Bossey Bossey




Institut cccumenique Bossey

17-27 avril

Séminaire pour étudiants, théologiens, pasteurs et laics.

Organisateur: Athanasios Hatzopoulos (Bossey)

Prix (pension compléte): Fr.s. 710.—,
inscription Fr.s. 100.—
Total Fr.s. 810.— (étudiants immatriculés Fr.s. 710.-).

30 avril - 27 mai

Cours destiné aux responsables laics, jeunes ou
expérimentés, d'organismes divers.

Les demandes d'inscription devront nous parvenir avant
le 15 janvier 1997.

Organisateurs: Evelyn Appiah (Unité I). Gert Riippell
(Unité 11), Edna Orteza (Unité IIT): Jonah Kanoneene
(ACLCA, Nairobi); Beate Stierle (Bossey).

Prix (pension compléte): chambre simple Fr.s. 1440.—
chambre double Fr.s. 1250.—,
inscription Fr.s. 100.—

12 - 18 juin

Troisieéme colloque d'une série intitulée "Les colloques
Visser't Hooft", destiné a des théologiens juifs et
chrétiens.

Organisateurs: Le Fonds de dotation Visser't Hooft;
Robert van Drimmelen (Unité I11), Hans Ucko (Bureau
des relations interreligieuses); Jacques Nicole et Julio de
Santa Ana (Bossey).

Prix (pension compléte): Fr.s. 426.—,

inscription Fr.s. 100.—.

Total Fr.s. 526.— (étudiants immatriculés Fr.s. 466.—).

23 juin - 2 juillet

Cours destiné a des laics et a des théologiens.

Organisatrices: Teny Pirri-Simonian (Unité 1), Dagmar
Heller (Unité I) et Beate Stierle (Bossey).

Prix (pension complete): Fr.s. 639.—,

inscription Fr.s. 100.—,

Total Fr.s. 739.— (étudiants immatriculés Fr.s. 649.—).

14 - 23 aoiit

Pour étudiants en théologie, jeunes chargés de cours et
pasteurs

Organisateurs: John Pobee (FTE), Jacques Nicole,
Serapio Kisirinya (Bossey)

Prix (pension compléte): Fr.s. 639 —,

inscription Fr.s, 100.—,

Total Fr.s. 739 — (étudiants immatriculés Fr.s. 649.—).

2 septembre — 18 décembre

Pour les conditions d’'admission, veuillez consulter le
prospectus détaillé.

Entre les périodes du programme organisé par 1'Institut cecuménique, des groupes et des organisations peuvent disposer des installations de I'Institut qui fonctionne comme Centre de
conférences. Si Bossey vous intéresse comme centre de conférences, nous vous prions de consulter le dépliant s’y rapportant et d'adresser vos demandes a I'administrateur de I'Institut
cecuménique, Chateau de Bossey (Vaud), CH-1298 Céligny, Suisse. Téléphone : (022) 960 93 33. Téléfax : (022) 776 01 69. Adresse télégraphique : INSTITUTCELIGNY Geneve.



— b et

Divers types de sessions et de programmes de durée variable sont
organisés par I'Institut oecuménique de Bossey en vue de faire
connaitre et de discuter les problemes oecuméniques d'actualité et
I'histoire du mouvement oecuménique dans son ensemble. Ouvrir 4
I'esprit oecuménique et former les responsables oecuméniques de
demain, tant pasteurs que laics, engagés dans les paroisses, les
centres oecuméniques et les universités, est la vocation de Bossey.
Pour ce faire, I'Institut s'efforce de promouvoir la théologie
oecuménique, notamment par les rencontres et les études
interculturelles et interconfessionnelles. Enrichie par I'expérience
d'une vie communautaire, une spiritualité oecuménique s'y développe
dans le respect de la diversité des traditions liturgiques célébrées
dans ses cultes.

Pour atteindre ces buts, les programmes suivants ont été établi:

—_

. De février & aodt, des sessions et séminaires, variant d'une a deux
semaines, s'adressent i des spécialistes et ades étudiants,
théologiens et non-théologiens, et traitent d'un sujet oecumeénique
contemporain revétant une importance majeure,

II. Le cours universitaire ("Cycle universitaire d'Etudes
oecuméniques”), d'une durée de quatre mois (de septembre
adécembre). constitue une période intense d'étude et de vie
communautaire; il s'adresse principalement aux jeunes
théologiens et aux jeunes pasteurs. mais inclut aussi quelques
non-théologiens qui remplissent les conditions universitaires
requises.

II1. Pour ceux qui ont suivi le cours universitaire sont prévues des

études de troisieme cycle ainsi que la préparation d'un diplome

{en une année au moins) ou d'une thése de doctorat (en quatre ou

cing ans). Ces ¢études se poursuivent in absentia, les travaux

requis étant dirigés par le corps enseignant de I'Institut et
supervisés par I'Université de Genéve.

Corps professoral de I'Institut cecuménique:

Jacques Nicole, Directeur
Athanasios Hatzopoulos
Serapio Kisirinya

Beate Stierle

Pour tout renseignement complémentaire, s’ adresser au

“Secrétariat du Programme™
Institut cecuménique
Chiteau de Bossey
CH-1298 Céligny, Suisse

Téléphone: (022) 960 93 33 — Fax: (022) 776 01 69
Adresse télégraphique: INSTITUTCELIGNY Geneve
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PROGRAMME D'ETE 1997

SEMINAIRE SUR LA THEOLOGIE ET LA
SPIRITUALITE ORTHODOXES

17— 27 avril

. Ay 1
Depuis I)Q% ce sérmnmrr: a mlroduﬁ des centaines dc Lﬁreuens d autrcs
communions 2 la tradition liturgique, théologique et spirituelle de I"orthodoxie.
Des cours magistraux et des débats permettent aux participants d'atteindre
un niveau de compréhension plus profond de la pranquc hturglque et de la
spiritualité de cette riche tradition.

Le séminaire de 1997 se déroulera de nouvean dans [a demeure hlsmnque
qui est le siége de [Institut cxeuménique de Bossey. A quelques kilometres
de la cité internationale de Gengve, ses participants atront ainsi I"octasion
d’eritrer en contact direct et vivant avet diverses taditions orthodoxes:
armeénienne, copte, frangaise, grecque; roumaine et russe. Les visites de ces
communautes seront agrémentées d’ cxposés sur les principales’ Cmﬂén‘:ﬁques
de I'orthodoxie. ce qui contribuera & renforcer I'esprit reeumemque au sein
des auftres cxprewdm, de 1a foi chrétienne.

Organisatenr: | archimandrite Athanasios Hatzopoulos (Bossey)

Prix (pension complete): Fr.s. 710.—, inscription Fr.s. 100.— Total Frs:810.—
(Etudiants immatriculés Fr.s. 710-).

COURS DE FORMATION (ECUMENIQUE POUR
ANIMATEURS LAICS

30%@vril =27 mai
Lieu: Harare (Zimbabwe)

Les lajes constituent I'ensemble du peuple de Dieu: femmes et hommes de
tous dges, vivant au milicu des réalités quotidiennes de te monde et ceuvrant
dans des domaines fort différents. Leurs visions de 1’ Eglme du futur représentent
un immense potentiel qui n’a pas été exploité jusqu’a présent suffisamment
dans la quéte de renouveau cecuménique de I"Eglise,

Ce cours de formation cecuménique pour animateurs laics se déroulera en
Afrique, en prolongement de celui organisé 4 Busscy en 1996. Il s’adresse a
des respumablex de mouvements ¢t d'institutions dlentraide, débutants ou
experimcmcs engages dans la lutte pour la justice, la paix et la sauvegarde
de la création ainsi qu'aux personnes qui animent des groupes de femmes,
des mouvements de jeunesse, des centres de formation de laics et des
établissements s’oceupant d’aide sociale, d'éducation et de mission.

Les participants auront I’occasion de prendre part @ un programme de visites
concernant divers secteurs d’activité laique (du 30 avril au 8 mai dans les pays
avoisinant le Zimbabwe) puis 2 un séjour d’études a Harare (du 7 au 27 mai)
au cours duquel une réflexion commune sera conduite sur les expériences faites
par chacun dans les différentes régions.



Les ohjectifs seroni les suivants: .~ = ]

—  donner aux laics Jes moyens de s affirmer en tant que partenaires & part
entiére de [activité de |'Eglise: :

— jeter des ponts entre les réseaux et les mouvements travaillant en général
de maniére isolée: A A

—  aider femmes et hommes henvisager différemment leur role d animateurs
en veillant  la participation de tous, que'ce soit dans les Eglises ou dans
les mouvements, iy

Les demandes d’inscription devront nous parvenir avant le 15 janvier 1997,

Organisatenrs:Evelyn Appiah (Unité 1). Gert Riippell (Unité 1), Bdna Orteza
(Unite [ih; Jonah Kanoneene TACLCA, Nuirobi); Beate Stierle I'Bgs;s_ey'_};

Prix (pension compléte): chambre simple Fr.s. 1440~ chambre double Fr.s.
1250.—, inscription Fr.s. 100.—.

JUBILE BIBLIQUE ET ECONOMIE MODERNE
12 — 18 juin L hallel s
lua Bible hébraigque renferme de nombreuses directives pour organiser la vie
économique, La plus connue concerne les preseriptions édictées pour le
Sabbat, I’ année sabbatigue et année du Jubilé, Juifs et Chrétiens ont cherché
a appliquer de diverses maniéres les principes fondamentaux gui sont &
I'origine de ces instiwtions pour les adapler 2 leurs contextes respectifs. Un
symposium judéo-chretien, organisé a Bossey en mai 1996, avait éudié
spécifiquement |'interprétation de Léyitique 25 et sa réception dans les
diverses traditions au fil des siccles. . . :

Se fondant sur ce travail, des chercheurs juifs et chrétiens tenteront ensemble
de discerner la nature de ces principes fondamentaux et leur signification pour
la vie économique de notre époque en posant, entre autres, les questions
suivantes: b I

— que pourrait signifier la vision du Jubilé et Uinstitution de ["année
sabbatique pour la crise internationale de la dette et pour les millions de
personnes qui sont pris au pisge de la misere el do désespoir face i Jeurs
obligations de remboursement? ) AUITAM!

—  Que pourrait signifier la vision du Jubilé e1 I'institution de I'annce
sabbatique pour les décisions prises en matiére d'environnement et de
répartition des terres, en particulier pour ceux qui en ont sté dépossédés?

— Que signifie le Sabbat pour notre conception du travail, des loisirs, de la
production et de la consommation?

Ce colloque sera le troisiemie d'une série intitulée “Les colloques Visser't
Hooft", Les premiers colloques avaient abordé les themes suivants; “Vers une
croissance €cologiquement compatible?” 't “L'emploi dans une société
écologiquement saine”, [l est prévu que e collogue contribue aux préparatifs
de 1o Huitizme Assemblée du Conseil cuménique des Eglises qui se tiendra
% Hirare, Hu Zimbabwe, en 1998 sur le theme “Toumons-nous vers Dicu dans
la joie de I'espérance™. : ; E

Organisdtenrs: Le Fonds de dotation Visser't Hooft: Robert van Drimmelen
(Unité 1), Hans Ucko (Bureau des relations interreligieuses); Jacques MNicole
el Julio de Santa Ana (Bossey ). [

Prix: (pension complete): Fr.s. 426.~, insaription Fr.s. 100.~ Total Frs. 5260
(grudiants immatriculés Frs, 466.-). i !

[t

LA COMMUNAUTE DES FEMMES ET DES HOMMES
DANS L'EGLISE: LA QUESTION DE L'AUTORITE '

23 juin - 2 juillet

Ce séminaire est le troisigme d une $ériequi o commencéen 1992, Il vise &
donner suite & 1'étude sur'la communauté des femmes etdes hommes (1978
~ 1982} er aux veenx émanant du colloque des femmes i Sheffield en 1981 et
affirmés dans une lettre adressée aux Eglises: Jusqu'a présent ont ét€ ctudices
les questions relatives aux images ét symboles dans la spiritualité ainsi que
celles relatives 4 Uecelésiologie et i I'herméneutique: I

Lie séminaire de 1997 émdiera le concept d’autorité sous ses différents aspects
dans 1’ Eeritire et les: traditions culturelles et confessionnelles, en rapport
avec le service et le ministére, avec une attention particuliére au point de vue
des femmes. 11 permeltra un échange fructueux entre croyants orthodoxes,
protestants et catholiques-romains, tantthéologiens que ldics, surles héritages
et les expériences spirituels de chacun, en particulier des femmes.

Organisatrices: Teny Pirri-Simonian (Unité 1), Dagmar Heller (Wnité 1) et Beate
Stierle (Bossey).

Prix {pension compléte): Frs. 639~ inscription Frs. 100.—. Total Frs. 739.—
(étudiants immarriculés Fr.s, 649.-), 27 ; ;

LA FORMATION THEOLOGIQUE EST-ELLE VIABLE
AUJOURD’HUI?

14 — 23 apiit | .

Nombreux sont ceux, qui identifient le mouvement recuménigue an Conseil
cecuménigue: des Eglises, L'cecumenisme est pourtant bien plus vaste. En
effet les divisions entre les chrétiens qui remontent pratiquement au début du
christianisme constituent, on s’en rend compte aujourd hui, un handicap pour
1a crédibilité de la mission de I'Eglise. En outre des régions comme le Moyen-
Orient — foyer de trois grandes religions monothéistes — et la Bosnie montrent
4 I'évidence comment plusieurs religions se sont mutuellement combattues
au nom de leur foi, alors qu'elles prétendent apporter la vie aux peuples. Il
devient donc urgent pour la vie de ce monde et notamunent pour le peuple de
Dieu de développer une vision qui récapitule toutes choses comme offrande
4 Dieu. |'unique Créateur. L' eecuménisme comme mouvement gui entend
réaliser 'unité de |'Eglise au nom de unité et du renouveau de toute la
création divine, devient alors incontouable, Un colloque mondial s’est
déroulé & Oslo en aoflt 1996 pour examiner la place gue pourrail y occuper
I’éducation théologique et la formation au ministére, En travaillant sur les
documents issus de ce colloque, ce séminaire entend offrir I'occasion i une
nouvelle génération de théologiens de coniribuer a I'élaboration de cette
vision nouvelle.

Organisareurs: John Pabee (FTE), lacques Nicole, Serapio Kisirinya (Bossey)

Prix (pension compléte): Fr.s. 639.—, inscription Fr.s. 100.— Total Fr.s. 739.—
(étudiants immatriculés Fr.s, 649.-).

Le Chateau de Bossey dispose de chambres 4 un ou deux lits.
La traduction simultanée est assurée en anglais, francais et allemand.

Les demandes d'inscription aux coursdoivent parvenir a ' Institut au moins
deux mois avant le début du cours.



BUTS ET FONCTIONS DE L’ INSTITUT!
(ECUMENIQUE DE BOSSEY

Divers types de sessions et de programmes de durée variable sont Organises
par I'Institut cecumeénique de Bossey en yue de faire connaitre et de discuter
les problémes cccuméniques d*actualité et Ihistoire du mouvement cecuménigue
dans son ensemble. Ouvrir & 1'esprit cecuménique et former les responsables
ecumeniques de demain, tant pasteurs que laics, engagés dans les paroisses,
les centres cecuméniques et les universités, est la vocation de Bossey. Pour
ce faire, I'Institut s"efforce de promouvoir la théologie cecuménique, notamment
par les rencontres el les études interculturelles et interconfessionnelles.
Enrichie par I'expérience d’une viecommunautaire, une spiritualité
@euménique s’y développe dans le respect de la diversité des traditions
liturgiques célébrées dans ses cultes.

Pour atteindre ces buts, les programmes suivants ont é1é établi:

L. De février a aoiit, des sessions et séminaires, variant d'une 3 deux
semaines, s'adressent & des spécialistes et des €tudiants, théologiens
et non-théologiens, et traitent d’un sujet ecuménigue contemporain
revétant une importance majeure.

I Le cours universitaire (*Cycle universitaire d’ Etudes ccuméniques’”’),
d’une durée de quatre mois (de septembre i décembre), constitue une
période intense d’étude et de vie communautaire: il s adresse
principalement aux jeunes théologiens et aux jeunes pasteurs, mais inclut
aussi quelques non-théologiens qui remplissent les conditions
universitaires requises, f i ARA

1L Pour ceux qui ont suivi le cours universitaire sont prévues des études

de troisieme cycle ainsi que la préparation d’un dipléme (en une
année au moins) ou d'une thése de doctorat (en quatre ou cing ans).
Ces études se poursuivent in absentia) les travaui requis étant dirigés
par le corps enseignant de 1"Institit et Supervisés par |'Université de
Geneve.

Corps professoral de'l'Institut eecuménique:

Jacques Nicole, Directeur
Athanasios Hatzopoulos
Serapio Kisirinya

Beate Stierle

Pour tout renseignement complémentaire, s’adresser au

“Secrétariat du Programme”
Institut cecuménique ,
Chiteau de Bossey
CH-1298 Céligny, Suisse

Teléphone: (022) 96093 33 — Fax: (022) 776 01 69
Adresse télégraphique: INSTITUTCELIGNY Gengve
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469 SESSION DU CYCLE UNIVEHSITAIFIE
"o D'ETUDES CECUMENIQUES hEsin

APPELES A UNE SEULE ESPERANCE: .
"I’EVANGILE DANS LES DIFFEFIENTES CULTUFIES

2 septembre — 18 décembre 1997

h’1slor:qucs smm -Economigues
et culturels a suscité une gr-mde diversité cle réactions theolquues

Le.joun de la Pentecite, beaucoup ont cnlcndu I Ev.mgl]e de Jésus- Chrm
chacun;dans sa propre langue, Depuis lors, I Eglise a appris que chague langue
etghaque culture sontaptes @ véhiculer ['expression de | amour de Dieu. Ce
processus de traduction. d”interprétation et d’inculturationde | Evangile s est
poursyivitout au long de I"histoire de |'expansion du christianisme et jusqu'a
nos ]curs mais leﬁ entrepn_'se issionnaires, nolammenl penddnl le
derniers siccles, ont amené'de nombreux peuples i s éloigner de leurs racines
cultirélied. "En de nombreux’endfoits, ‘on a enseigné aux hommes ef aux
femmes ¥ mépriserleurs culfures et & adnptcr les pcrbpectl\rcs lm'gcn'lcnl euro-
cehtrigues desmissionnaires.

L ambiguité du rapport entre I 'Evangile et les cultures a muﬂloun €1€ une des
wccupations essentielles du mouvement cecumcnlquc La pluparl des
ences du Conseil cecuméniqye des Eglises sur la mission ef |'évangé-
lisation en ont fraité, pamcuheremenl celle 'de 1996, organise i Salvédur
Bahia (Bresll} sur le theme “Appeles i une seule. espérance; |* Evangile dans
les différentes cultures”, Cette dernigre se déroule dans un confexte caracté-

ris¢ parl emergence de numbreux conflits violents proyoqués par Ia volonté
daffirmer une, ldenmc culturelle, cthnique ou rehglcusc spécifique. Nous
sommes témoins d"alliances particulierement malsames et dangereuses entre
la culture, la religion et le nationalisme. Une antrecmarque importante da
mande actuel. du fait de migrations accélérées ces dernieres années, pravient
du pluralisme culturel croissant de nos sociétés, Parallélement & ces phéno-
menes §’installe une culture mondiale, en partie sous la pl‘emon des forces
dela lechno]ogle modcmg, desir mass rm.dm et del’ économie de marché. Don-
nant I'illusion d"unir les peuples au-deld des barrieres nationales ef cultu-
relles, elle nie en fait 1"identité propre A chaque culture et en détruit les valeurs
quand celles-ci semblent se méttre en travers de la logique du vapitalyde la
technologie et du pouvoir. C'est-ainsigue la nature méme de la culture est
remise en questionidu fait de son ambiguité: D'un coté, elle resserre les liens
de la communauté en lui offrant un cadre commun porteur de Sens pour son
existence, De I'autre, elle compoerte des éléments d asservissement et de
dégradation. 2

L' Institut cecuménique de Bossey, liewde rbﬂc)uun privilégié sur lesrapports
entre 1'Evangile et la culture, organise régulierement>des sessions et des
semestres universitaires sur ce theme. Les participants au Cycle universitaire



cumeéniques en 1997@1;6:1: Foc idieRaminer les rés,rg;ats de
I'importante Conférence de Salvador B.thla sur la mission et |"évangélisa-
tion en bénéficiant de la présence de quelques-uns de ses organisateurs. Iis
seront invités 4 exprimer leur opinion et celle de leurs Eglises sur ce sujet.
Ils essaieront d’édifier ensemble une corgmunauté voulue par Dieu pour les
hommes et les femmes, un oncr de cu

ullurss ol chacun se sent libre de par-
tager ses dons dans un authcmlque«d‘lgloguef

L'étude du theme se fera parallélementa une série de cours sur I'cecumé-
nisme, son histoire et les problemes qu’affronte actuellement le mouvement
cecuménique, Toutes ces réflexions se Teront dans le contexte et la pratique
du culte célébrant la réconciliation de "humanité avec Dieu en Christ.

Le Cycle.universitaive d'études weumeniques, sous. les auspices.du.Conseil
cecuménique des Eglises et de I'Université de Genéve, est ouvert aux étu-

diants, feuries pastéurs, prétres, professeurs et laics diirment qualifiés, inté-
ressés par une étude approfondie’ des problémes/ ecumeniques et désireux
d’acquérir la formation indispensable a la poursuite d"un travail cecuménique.
Le Cycleuniversitaire commence au dpo ébutl du mois de septembre et se
termine# Noél, Ees dossiers:d’inseription awcomplet;devront parvenir
i I'Institut av;m.f lafi in du mois de few;er 1997

A. Obijectifs - RN
1. Faciliterles rencomrm les échan gea etles cnnvugences entre les diverses
traditions confessionnelles et les différentes cultures représentées.
2. Découvrir I'histoire du mouveme cecumenique au sens le plus: vaste‘ du
terme puisqu’elle inclut 1° mggp;é isme dans I"Eglisé catholig l,le les
" groupes év.mgéquues qu1 nie sont pas membres du CGE et faire lendlﬁ—
sance avec ['organisation et les activités du COE."
3/ Découvrir par le dialogue’ avec les autre§ participants quels'sont [6§ pro-
' 'blémes et les préocGupations majeurs atixguels se heurtent les différentes
Eglises locales vivant dans des contexies soc1e-polmques et cu]ttn‘e‘ls dlf—
férénty'de par e monde. -
4, Réfléchir ensemble el da.lloguer surun grand lhemu {cc]ut du Cycle) qui
soitd’ actua‘hlé el Significatif pour T'Eglise universelle aujourd’hui,

Apprendre, a prier ensemble I'un pour 1’ aulIe pour |'unité de | Eglx.se: et

pour la vie du monde en faisant preuve de respect envers las différentes

traditions Ilturg}que: et en aspirant ensemble au renouveauspirituel de

la vie de nos Eghsea

6. Faire |’ cxpcrlencc ‘pendant quatre mois de la vie dans une communauté
cecuménique composée de représentants ¢ d'un grand nombre de cultures,
de confessions et de conceplions de 1’existence et en découvrir le sens.
Se lancer dans une aventure: des représenl.mt'i d’Eglises divisées, iss

""“de cultures et de systemes socio-politiques différents sont-il
par la grice du méme Evangile. de transcender et de frans rmer |
sions et les conflits existants en éléments de bdbe. dela wmtrucuon d u.ne
communaute auther‘t‘nque. bien qu lmpdrfal[e (komonla)?

. Méthodes employées 1 !

1. Des explications détaillées données au'début du semestre sur 15 C\'cie
universitaire proprement dit.

2: Le Culte’ commun: en vie de promouvmr I'information mutuelle el le
:r:,nouveau splrltue! Lollcctlf cle 1"esprit uew.mémque dd.ﬂb la vie hiu:—
; glque

3. Les conférences. mfonnauyes sur le theme du Cycle. summ dc débats.
weumeniques en pléniére ou en pelits groupes,

4..Lesigroupes d’étude bxbllque ‘afin de pmmnuvnu’ fine lecrurc uecmné-
nigue de la Bible: it )

5. Les'groupes de séminaire: pour faciliter e dlalogue‘ prauquer 1a cd}llé—
gialité et approfondir un sujet.

/6. Les groupes par cenires d ‘mtérétt pour donner un prolongement aux ini-
tiatives des participants et accélérer Iadét_uwcne de nouvelles méthodes:

cecuméniques. | Hey i

An

7. Les présentations confessionnelles et culturelles: afin'de mettre les par-
ticipants & contribution en tant que conférenciers et spécialistes au cours
des séances pléniéres et pour recuei ”ITdE\ informations surla vie concréte
“des Eglisesy

8. 'La cumhmhcn duomite des culte: dui cm‘mté du-programmie ‘et du

cnm{té des uch‘ tév sﬁuules dom leqmembmkﬁnl Eud phr les étudiants.

) favomer e paﬂage d _nf‘om) !
rentes cul‘t res.

-
10. Les visites au COE pour en savoir plus sur I’ orbamsancﬂ l.[ les dCllVJ~
tés du COE.

[1. Les visites d*éude cecuménique: afin d"accroitre les expencnces des par-
ticipants dans les différentes Eglises jocales et les communautés.

12. La rédaction d un mémboire de 15 & 20 pages sur un aspect du theme da
Cycle ou de la vie des Eglises locales: pour procéder it lin examen cri-
tigue, de niyeau uniyersitaire, d une situation donnée, et pour promou-
voir Jes échanges d'informations et la communication.. | .

_‘IﬁS el lc n,spe | des dlffé-

do’ | twog 29b
C nndirmm d'admission. .
Sonr admis/.comme éludianm réguhers e vie dc l obtenuon du certificat,
les candidats qui remplissent les conditions nécessaires & Mimmatriculation
A 1'Université de Genéve (voir détails sous Demande.d'admissioﬂ_b).

Les systemes universitaires variant beaucoup d'unpaysal’ aurl,'e, voict, d une
fagon génerale les ctudes extgées

+ “Lescandidats des pays d' Emrope doiventavoir terminé trois ans d'études
de théologie dans une faculté reconnue officiellement.

—  Les étudiants d’Amérigue du Nord doivent avoir suivi deux ans d’études
dans un séminaire de théologie reconnu par 17" Asspciation of Theolo-
gical Schools of North America”, aprés avoir obtenu leur B.A. ou titre
équivalent dans une université officiellement reconnue.

—  Les éudiants d'Afrigue, d'Asie, d’ Océanie et _d'Améf'r’q;ce latine doivent
posséder des titres équivalents  ceux qui sont enumérgs ci-dessus, selon
le systéme en vigueur dans leur pays.

Les cours sont donnés dans 1'une des trois langues officielles du Centre: le
frangais. I'anglais et |'allemand. La salle de cours est équipée d'un systeme
de traduction simultanée. Les étudiants doivent connaitre a fond |'une des
trois langues officielles et avoir, si possible, de bonnes nouun:. de l'une des
deux autres, faute de quoi ils rencontreront des difficultés considérables sur-
tout dans les séminaires et dans la vie communautaire. En outre, les candi-
dats ont avantage a posséder une certaine connaissance des langues anciennes:

o3

Le coiit du semestre se décompose comme suit; Frs.
Pens:i:on.' compféte Va0 Tuentl ,,":‘:; = - ., : 6710
Frais d'enseignement ONS1Mod Vel T
Frais d'inscription 500
: . " 8,910

Les candidats ayant besoin d’une aide financiére s’adresseront tout. d‘abord
a leur Eghsc a leur faculté ou a toute autre institution de leur propre pays.
Sileurs efforts restent infructueux, ils pourront presenler une demarde de
bourse, Aadresser au “Seurétanai du ngmmmc de I'lnstitut, le plus tot
possible.



Demandes) d admission | o1 esllsanmirasting: i 1R 410

(TRIAN: ' Ll liab 1
Lcs canchdumles doivent parvenir au * S‘euetarlul du ngmmme Aau debul
de 'année civile (et aw plus tard a fip février) pour le semesire s’ ouyrant en
septembre de la méme année. Les demandes dadmission doivent-étre faites
sur les formulaires de 1" Institut qn on peut S€ PrOCUrer aupres du correspon-
dant national dans chdquc : 3
diiment compléiés., sont A adresser, suivant 1 cas, au corres
oudirectement & I'Institut cecuménique, et dcwont comprendre ennulre dans
téus les cas; les/ pidces suivantes?' |

a)  Une letire circonstanciée des wmdiddrs mdtquanl les moul 'i puur lesquels
ils demandem iem‘ mscrlphon ; : S -

by, Les documents officiels requis pour 1! m:mamculauon al Umvcrmc de
_Geneve (copie légalisée), A savoir: i1 Ui BVl g

UL polir les étudiants du continent eumpéen dlpléme frangalq de bache-
lier de Penseignemient secondaire, dipldme suisse dé maturité, Rei-
fezeugnis, maturith classica ou tout autre dipléme équivalent;

—  pour les Américains du Nord: détail de leurs études pour |'obtention
d’un B.A. ou titre équivalent;

~  pour les éudiants des autres parties du monde: des diplomes ‘eq'ui—'

{ivalentscreconnus par leur Etat et éulhenuf i€sy }cur donnant accks i

Il UniverSité. roh tamzeilg edibibrmgn 2o

i LTI ER Hou-2h g 41 1]

¢) Six photos d'identité.

Dans le cadre de Ta Décennie cecuménique de$ Eglises solidaires des Femimes,

I"Institut recommande aux Eglises et aux Conseils cecuménigues nationaux

de veiller a un juste équilibre entre candidates et candidats.

Dans le choix des: s:zmdld'lts prlemc est dnnnée i etk qui ont entre "S et
35 ans. i {

Coms pmfcssoml del' Institut ctcurnemque

Jacque.s N:w]e DLrecLeur AP

Athanasios Hatzopoulm_

Serapio Kisirinya

Beate Stierle ) iy s

Pour tout renseignement complémentaire, s’ adresser au

i i T [ e 3 Y {
“Seerétariat du Programme” b A
Institut cecuménique 1Ryaob.AnG;
Chatean de Bossey' ! I
CH— !“’98 Céhgny. Suns‘ze i | . t

Teléphone: (022} 960 0333~ F'ax (0“2)’??6 0169 -
Adresse télégraphique: INSTITUTCELIGNY Genéve

Le programme d’été de r lnstnut oecumemque
pour 1997 comprend: i)

17 - 27 avril 1997: Séminaire sur la théologic et la spirimalilé orthodoxes

30 avril - 27 mai 1997:  Cours de formation cecuménique pour animateurs
laies
P2 18 juih 1997: " Tubilé hrbrrque et ccﬁnomre moderne

23 juin - 2 juillet 1997: La communauté des. femmes et des homumes dans
I 1 I Egl::.e La question de I'autorité, g

14 - 23 aoit 1997: La formation théologique est-elle viable aujourd hui?
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Most Reverend.C.S«R:Topno, Date .. lﬁéolel99?a

President of UELCI
Bishop of the
Gossner EIC

Main Road,

Ranchi 841 001
Bihare

Respectable Bishdp,
Warmest Christian greetings from Mamipur in His Precious Name,

This office sent several Regd. letters om dte. 10/9/96, 16/9/96 & 4 Nove¥5
and aiso telegram dt. 10/9/96 & 14/9/96 resnectively in-connection with
Iutheran Leaders consultation summoned on Sept. 18,1996 at Gossner EIC
Compound at Ranchi and also mentioned about invitation for kind presence
as Speaker for our 17th Annual Synodical Conference.The last reminder
of invitation sent by Telegram dte 14/9/96, which I sent om 4/12/96

was confused/mis-understood by Rev.Dr. Mrse PoKumari,Executive Secretary,
BELCI,(she wrote to me on 17th Decs 96),s0, give here the clarification
and make apology for ites The Lord is good and kind to us so we received
many blesesings and guideness of the Holy Spirit in the Synode The Synod
delegates seriously discussed and wishes to inform you the following

points as given belowi~

Thaty lo. We were invited to attend for the Consultation
at Rgnehi; but due to political unavoidable situatiorn,etc, we are unable
to attend for it ard sent apology and requested them to re-arrange for
having another consultation/meeting either in Tezpur or Guwahati, but
we heard nothing information from them yet which is quite dissatisfacbory

R e 2.It is uneaesy to understand why Rev. Haozalian, Z C C

group who were not alutheranin our midst but independently stand with
their constitutions; bye~laws, statemtn of doctrines;etc., was invited
in the Lutheran Church leaders consultation.We, the EELC starts and funcsé
tioning since 1979 and apply as one of the unit of UELC;LWF;etc since
1981 with much weariness and untireless efforts with spending so much time
money,etce (a)You are advised to them to join or merge with
our EELC first or (b)if they would like to organise separately,let them
consult or discussed with wus too because , we are

(¢c) the same people, living in the same place or statee
They are not come and join Lutherzn church yet so,kindly accept it as
we shared to us or give your commentss ‘hey are not allowed to come easily

and stay in the same status, without our knowledgeetcs nect page =2=
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Mogt+RevdoCSR Topno
President ;,UEICI

The ideas and views are same as written to us by Dr. KoRajaratnam,
the then Executive Secrctary, UELCI back in 27th October,1981 , 7th Nove.1981
and 20th November, 1986 respectivelyeo

Page =2- ~—

3.It was learnt verbally thaty; the NorthEast India
Lutheran Church has been formed sometimes im October 1996 under the
convenor Reve Godwin Nag and Rev.Hangminthang as Secretary of the meeting
and Goukhenpao Tunglut has been nominated as Secretary of the committeec
In this connection, we want to clarify that,
a)As already mentioned, Rev, Hangminthang is not a Lutheran
and his organisation ZCC not join Lutheran Church of Manipur (EELC)e
beRegarding Goukhenpau Tunglut
(i) He was one time nominated §,cretary of Manipur EIC during
1981-1985 but after the enforcement of the newly framed Constitution
with changing name of Manipur EIC as "Eastern EIC", the first 3 years term
election held during Febes 1986 at Lungtbul (T), where he was not electede

(ii)He again tried to enter in but by submission of resignation
(fearing to be defeated the 2nd time of 3 years term election hled on
Octe 1988 at Singngat); alongwith &B& his blood relatives/followerss
(iii) After that, he make fake letter heads of EELC,a self=
styled leader, Reverend (not orda.ned minister), self styled General
Secretary and later Executive Secretary, to make complaints against to
his successor and also seeking and applying funds and spent &f his ownself

profitablecHence,
(iv) he was expelled again in due to.s. during Febo 1991 Annual

Synod at Lungthul (L), and the NEICC officials also clarified hot to
accept his complainte about unit affiliation to NEICC).(June 1991 Execeo
Council resclution taken from Annual Meeting Book of NEICC:1992).
(VeHis present desimggations are:=

(a)Govte Regde Contractor since 1975 to till date (b)Politician

(¢) Principal, Dr. Ambedkar School (run by he himself),

(d)Member of Postal Advisory member, (e) Executive member of PNC ( a
political organs of PAITE), a smuggler, trouble maker, who is fearless

God and man,so0y the Synod ma ta:ie up the matter seriouslys
Yours in His services, @d?‘-
(UPA PAUKHODAL) (REVD.N, ANANG

PHES IDENT EXEC GSECRETAR
COPY TOQ: i
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Agenda for the meeting of the G.B. Gossner College, Ranchi

Re

3e

5e

to be held on 04,04.97

Jrayer,
Attendance,
Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on 10.02:97.
Finalisation of the Programme of the Celebration and dedication
Ceremony of the newly constructed Sciencé& Block of Gossner
College, Ranchi proposed on 08.,04+97,
Matter relating to the extension of Service of Principal
Mrs Se Topno,
Discussion on the report of Mr, E, Bara and Mr. B. Topno
regarding the financial matter of the Colleges
Matters regarding the following t-

(a) Shri B.M. Baraik, lecturer under suspension.

(b) Approval of the promotion of lecturers to Reader,

Any other matter with the permission of the Chairman.

- ] G’-.B.
lege, Ranchi
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GOSSNER COLLEGE

{ Estb - 1.11,7T1)
G. E.L, Church Compound
Main Road Ranchl - 834001

Ref. No.GC_ GR (7)/ @‘Q’ =97 Date .. . 18..03.19 97

V/l.?c‘i- v, A S, .:2 '725}5@19

M 2o Cav
G rle. Rancwi.

Dear S8ir,

It has been decided to hold the meeting of the Governing
Body of Gossner College, Ranchi on 04.,04.97 at 10:00.aem. in the
staff room of the Newly constructed Science Block,K Gossner College,
Ranchi,

I, therefore, request you to kindly make it coanvenient to
attend the meeting.

The agenda of the meeting is enclosed,

Sincerely Yours




